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PREFACE 
 
 
 The Regional Seas Programme was initiated by UNEP in 1974. Since then, the Governing Council of UNEP 
has repeatedly endorsed a regional approach to the control of marine pollution and the management of marine and 
coastal resources and has requested the development of regional action plans. The Regional Seas Programme at 
present includes ten regions and has over 120 coastal States participating in it (1), (2). 
 
 One of the basic components of the action plans sponsored by UNEP in the framework of the Regional Seas 
Programme is the assessment of the state of the marine environment, its resources and the sources and trends of the 
pollution and its impact on human health, marine ecosystems and amenities. In order to assist those participating in 
this activity and to ensure that the data obtained through this assessment can be compared on a world-wide basis and 
thus contribute to the Global Environment Monitoring System (GEMS) of UNEP, a set of Reference Methods and 
Guidelines for marine pollution studies are being developed as part of a programme of comprehensive technical 
support which includes the provision of expert advice, reference methods and materials, training and data quality 
assurance (3). The Methods recommended for adoption by Governments participating in the Regional Seas 
Programme. 
 
 The methods and guidelines are prepared in co-operation with the relevant specialised bodies of the United 
Nations system as well as other organisations and are tested by a number of experts competent in the field relevant to 
the methods described. 
 
 In the description of the methods and guidelines, the style used by the International Organisation for 
Standardisation (ISO) has been followed as closely as possible. 
 
 The methods and guidelines published in UNEP’s series of Reference Methods for Marine Pollution Studies 
are not considered as definitive. They are planned to be periodically revised taking into account the new developments 
in analytical instrumentation, our understanding of the problems and the actual need of the users. In order to facilitate 
these revisions, the users are invited to convey their comments and suggestions to: 
 

Marine Environmental Studies Laboratory 
IAEA Marine Environment Laboratory 
4, Quai Antoine 1er 
MC-98000 MONACO 

 
which is responsible for the technical co-ordination of the development, testing and inter-calibration of Reference 
Methods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(1) UNEP: Achievements and planned development of the UNEP’s Regional Seas Programme and 

comparable programmes sponsored by other bodies. UNEP Regional Seas Reports and 
Studies No 1, UNEP 1982. 
 

(2) P. HULM: A strategy for the Seas. The Regional Seas Programme Past and Future, UNEP, 1983 
 

(3) UNEP/IAEA/IOC: Reference Methods and Materials: A Programme of comprehensive support for regional 
and global marine pollution assessment. UNEP, 1990. 
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