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Abdelraouf, Mohamed 

 

Sustainability Program Research Manager at the Gulf Research 

Center 

 

Dr. Mohammed Abdelraouf is the Sustainability Research 

Program manager at the Gulf Research Center. He holds a Ph D 

in environmental Economics from Ain Shams University, Cairo 

Egypt and done advanced training program in Environmental 

Economics and Accounting at university of Augsburg, Germany. 

He is a part lecturer of Environmental Economics and 

Accounting at various universities in the MENA region.  

Dr. Raouf was the lead author for UNEP GEO-5 and 6 Reports, West Asia chapter on 

Environmental Governance section. Dr. Raouf writes articles and commentaries in 

Arabic, English and French in various media outlets in MENA region and globally. He 

has a column in Gulf News (UAE) and Arab News (KSA). He published various policy 

papers on different environmental issues in MENA Region and authored four books. His 

recent book, co-authored with Dr. Mari Loumi, titled “the Green Economy in the Gulf” 

published by Rutledge in 2015. 

Email: mhdraouf@yahoo.com  
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Alvarez, Isis 

 

Global Forest Coalition  

 

Isis Alvarez is a qualified biologist, but is also a dedicated 

campaigner with good insight into a large range of issues 

related to the impacts of forest exploitation on women and 

communities. She has worked for Global Forest Coalition 

for more than 5 years. 

Email:  isis.alvarez@globalforestcoalition.org 

 

 

Anukur, Luther 

 

Regional Director for Eastern and Southern Africa, IUCN 

  

Luther Bois Anukur is the Regional Director for Eastern and 

Southern Africa for the International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Prior to joining IUCN, he 

served in several development organizations as Deputy 

Regional Director, Eastern and Southern Africa with Plan 

International; Regional Director for Panos Eastern Africa; 

Country Director World Vision International & Programme 

Director with Child Fund International. Luther’s has extensive 

experience in Programme development and management, 

operational research and applied policy work on governance, organizational 

development, institutional capacity building, public policy formulation and advocacy 

across a range of sectors engaging widely with diverse groups of practioners and policy 

makers.  

He is a winner of the British Council Professional Service Award 2006. He is also a 

Senior Fellow with Synergos, which brings together distinguished international civil 

society and business leaders committed to address the underlying causes of poverty and 

inequality by promoting and supporting collaborations among business, government, civil 

society and marginalized communities. 

Email: Luther.Anukur@iucn.org  
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Arikan, Yunus 

 

Head of Global Policy and Advocacy, ICLEI 

 

Yunus was born in Ankara, Turkey in 1972 and 

graduated from TED Ankara College in 1990 and 

Middle East Technical University in 1994. As an 

environmental engineer, he has been primarily been 

involved in waste management and cleaner production. 

Between 2002-2008, he took an active role in the 

promotion of progressive climate change policies in 

Turkey and Central and Eastern Europe, specifically in Turkey´s involvement in the 

international climate process and access to the Kyoto Protocol in 2009. From 2009-2012, 

he acted as the Manager of the Cities Climate Center of ICLEI Local Governments for 

Sustainability, based in Bonn, Germany, as the focal point for Local Government and 

Municipality Constituency Authorities to the UNFCCC, Secretariat Director of the World 

Mayors Council on Climate Change and Manager of Bonn Center for Local Climate 

action and Reporting – carbon. Since 2013 he has been the Head of Global Policy and 

Advocacy at ICLEI and has been actively involved in leading ICLEI´s work at the United 

Nations, with intergovernmental agencies and at Multilevel Environmental Agreements.  

Email: yunus.arikan@iclei.org  

 

Banisar, David 

 

 

Senior Legal Council, Article 19 

 

David Banisar is Senior Legal Counsel at ARTICLE 19 and 

leads the organisation’s work on transparency and information 

rights, including the right to information, environmental 

protection and sustainable development. He has worked in the 

field of information policy for over 20 years and has authored 

numerous books, studies and articles on freedom of 

information, freedom of expression, media policy, 

whistleblowing, communications security and privacy and data protection.  He is vice 

chair of the UNCAC Civil Society Coalition and chair on the BOND Transparency 

group.  David was previously Deputy Director of Privacy International and has also been 

a research fellow at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, a visiting 

fellow at Stanford’s Center for Internet and Society and the University of Leeds, and 

Policy Director of the Electronic Privacy Information Center in Washington, DC. He has 

mailto:yunus.arikan@iclei.org
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also served as an advisor and consultant to numerous organisations, including the Council 

of Europe, the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, the UN 

Development Programme, and the Open Society Institute. He has a Juris Doctor in law 

and public policy from The Columbus School of Law, The Catholic University of 

America in Washington, DC. He tweets at @a19right2info 

 

Email: banisar@article19.org  

 

Bashir Tarar, Raza 

 

 

CPR Vice Chair, High Commissioner and Permanent 

Representative of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

 

H.E. Raza Bashir Tarar joined the Foreign Service of Pakistan in 

1987.  He has held various diplomatic assignments in Pakistan 

Missions abroad: 

Manila (1992-1994), Brussels (1999-2002), Tokyo (2003-2004) 

and New York (UN) (2008-2013). He also served as Pakistan 

Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations and Deputy Representative to 

the UN Security Council. He has represented Pakistan international conferences and has 

also led Pakistan delegation to different events. He held different assignments in 

Islamabad as Section Officer (1989-1991 & 1995 to 1999), Director (2005-2008) and 

Director General (2013-2015). 

Presently he is serving as High Commissioner of Pakistan to the Republic of Kenya with 

concurrent accreditation to Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and Eritrea. He is also Pakistan’s 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT). 

Email: pahicnairobi@gmail.com, info@pakhc.or.ke 

 

Brown, Susan 

 

 

Director Global and Regional Policy, WWF International  

 

Susan Brown is the Director, Global and Regional Policy, 

WWF International. In this role she is responsible for leading 

and facilitating research, policy and advocacy across a broad 

range of issues and multilateral dialogues. The WWF Network 

has presence in about a 100 countries, has 6,400 staff and a 

mailto:banisar@article19.org
mailto:pahicnairobi@gmail.com
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budget of around 600m euro per year. During her time at WWF, Susan led delegations in 

the positioning and content for policy dialogues such as MDGS, SDGs, CBD, UNGA 

processes, Rio+20, APEC, ASEAN, G20, OECD and other high level panels, summits 

and events. She created the Hot House research and advocacy unit and developed 

measures to increase coherence on WWF policy engagement across countries, regions 

and programmes in the areas of economics, security and strategic issues, development, 

biodiversity, social issues, trade and health. Previously, Susan spent 5 years as a 

journalist -publishing environment, political, governance, economic, Indigenous and legal 

articles in the form of news, feature, opinion and analysis pieces in most of  Australia's 

major broadsheet newspapers and a number of legal, business and other journals. 

Email: sbrown@wwfint.org  

 

Coopman, Anna  

 

Project Manager at Stakeholder Forum  

 

Anna Coopman acts as a Project Manager on a variety of 

programs for the Stakeholder Forum (SF), having previously 

worked as an intern there. She led the research, writing and 

creation of a new methodology for SF’s recent report, ‘Seeing the 

Whole: Implementing the SDGs in an Integrated and Coherent 

Way’. This project led to the production of her recent report on 

this year’s Global Thematic Report topic, ‘Healthy People, 

Healthy Planet’, which analyses the links between health and environment-related SDG 

targets.  

Prior to SF, Anna accumulated work experience at the OECD, UNESCO and French 

government employment department and has volunteered with Friends of the Earth 

Legal, the Legal Response Initiative and Progressio ICS in Nicaragua. Anna studied 

French and Spanish at Cambridge University before undertaking the Graduate Diploma 

in Law at the University of Law in London.  

Email:acoopman@stakeholderforum.org 
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Daguitan, Florence  

 

 

Program Coordinator of the Biodiversity and Indigenous 

Peoples Program, Tebtebba (Indigenous Peoples International 

Center for Policy, Research and Education) 

 

Florence Mayocyoc-Daguitan was born in Sagada, Mountain 

Province, Philippines graduated in B.Sc. Agriculture with a 

Major in Agricultural Economics. Florence has more than 20 

years of training and experience in traditional farming and 

forestry to increase land productivity with traditional knowledge holders of various tribes 

in the Aigorotan [Cordillera Administrative Region].  Since October 2014, she has been 

the Program Coordinator of the Biodiversity and Indigenous Peoples Program, Tebtebba  

(Indigenous Peoples International Center for Policy, Research and Education).  

For more than 25 years, she served the indigenous grassroots organizations in the 

Cordillera Region in various capacities; namely  as an agriculturist promoting sustainable 

agriculture,  landscape planning with communities,  innovations on Traditional 

Knowledge,  and doing international advocacy work in the CBD context.  She is also the 

Lead Researcher and Author of various papers including ‘Caring for our Source of 

Sustenance: The Kalanguya Indigenous Territory Management, Published by Tebtebba, 

2010. Florence is one of the UNEP Indigenous Peoples major group representatives. 

Email: flor@tebtebba.org 

 

 

Dano, Neth 

 

Asia Director, ETF Group, 

 

Neth Daño is a Researcher who has extensive experience in 

development and policy work on issues in agriculture, 

agricultural biodiversity, biosafety, climate change and 

environmental governance in Southeast Asia. She earned her 

Bachelors’ degree in Development Studies (cum laude) from 

the University of the Philippines, dabbled briefly with Law, 

but ended up completing her Master’s degree in Community 

Development. Neth lives with her daughter Isabel in beautiful Davao City in Mindanao - 

the most exciting part of the Philippines. When given the luxury of time, she loves to 

read, putter around the house, and do her crochet and sewing projects. When there is 

mailto:flor@tebtebba.org
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much more time for leisure, she tries out scuba diving, wall climbing, and exploring new 

places with family and friends. When given the choice, she just wants to sleep. 

Email: neth@etcgroup.org 

 

Demasieux, Fanny 

 

Environment and Health Coordinator, UNEP 

 

Fanny Demassieux is Environment and Health Coordinator 

at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

since September 2015, based at its Division of Technology, 

Industry and Economics in Paris. She returned to UNEP 

after spending a year and a half as Chief of Staff of the 

French Minister of Justice. In her previous career at UNEP, 

she developed and led the Responsible Consumption unit in 

the Sustainable Consumption and Production branch. She 

also performed the functions of coordinator of the Resource efficiency subprogramme 

which is one of UNEP’s 7 priority work areas 

Before joining UNEP, she worked for the French Development Agency (AFD), the 

bilateral French donor institution, in charge of partnerships, regional cooperation and 

European affairs within the French overseas territories directorate. She started her career 

as advisor, deputy chef de cabinet for the French State Secretary for overseas territories. 

Email: Fanny.Demassieux@unep.org 

 

Denton, Peter 

 

United Church of Canada, UNEP Regional Representative 

North America 

 

Dr. Peter Denton holds a Ph.D. in Religion and Social 

Sciences from McMaster University, along with four other 

earned degrees. He has taught in post-secondary institutions 

in Canada for nearly 30 years across a wide range of 

disciplines. He is currently the Adjunct Associate Professor 

of History at the Royal Military College of Canada and 

lecturer in History at the University of Winnipeg and in 

Philosophy at the University of Manitoba. Dr. Denton is the author or editor of six books, 

including Gift Ecology: Reimagining a Sustainable World (2012), Technology and 

Sustainability (2014) and Live Close to Home (Fall 2016).  He is a Major Groups and 

Stakeholders Regional Representative for North America to UNEP, in which role he has 
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acted since 2013, and is involved in both GEO 6 and the 10YFP Programme.  He is also 

an ordained minister of the United Church of Canada. 

Email: phdenton@shaw.ca 

 

Donovan, James 

 

 

CEO, ADEC Innovation 

 

Mr. James Donovan is an entrepreneur focused on impact 

investing that generates measurable social and 

environmental impact alongside financial return. He has 

invested in the areas of sustainability, healthcare, education, 

technology and data management. He leads ADEC 

Innovations, a corporate group that redefines and delivers 

innovative Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 

solutions. Integrating Big Data expertise into ESG solutions, his companies have 

developed some of the most advanced applications that promote ethical and sustainable 

practices in the corporate world. For his lifetime dedication to redefining and delivering 

ESG solutions, Mr. Donovan received the United Nations Office for South-South 

Cooperation Visionary Award in 2014. He was also assigned to be the team lead for the 

United Nations Environment Programme’s Global Environment Outlook 6 Data Fabric 

Task Force, which aims to design and develop the Big Data processes and framework 

that could be expanded to cover all of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). Concurrently, Mr. Donovan chairs the Global Online Association for 

Learning (GOAL), a non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion and 

improvement of learning, as well as the Global CEO Alliance, a partnership of like-

minded leaders of businesses worldwide with innovative solutions for advancing the 

SDGs. He recently founded ADEC Innovations Foundation, his organization’s non-profit 

social impact arm, to support this goal. 

Email: anthony.catajan@adec-group.com, jdonovan@adec-innovations.com 
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Enders Corinna 

 

CPR Rapporteur, Deputy Permanent Representative of 

Germany  

Corinna Enders has served as the German Deputy 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations at Nairobi 

since 2012. She is member of the Bureau of the Committee 

of Permanent Representatives as WEOG representative in 

the position of Rapporteur since June 2015. Corinna has a 

legal background specialized in European and International 

Law holding a degree from the University of Freiburg, Germany. Before she joined the 

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety 

she worked for a major law firm. Since 2008, Ms. Enders has been serving the German 

Environmental Ministry in the Directorate Environmental Health and Chemical Safety, 

focusing on European chemicals legislation. 

Email: pol-4@nair.auswaertiges-amt.de 

 

Escosteguy Cardoso, Pedro 

 

Deputy Permanent Representative of Brazil  

 

Bachelor of "Liberal Arts" from the New School for Social 

Research and Master of Social Science from the New School 

for Social Research. During his diplomatic career he held 

various positions, including in New York, South Africa and 

Zambia and he is currently the Minister-Counsellor and 

Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations 

Human Settlements Programme (UN–Habitat). 

Published works include “The new African architecture of peace and security: 

implications for multilateralism and for Brazil's relations with Africa”, FUNAG, 2011. 

Email: brasemb.nairobi@itamaraty.gov.br  
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Excell, Carole 

  

Director, The Access Initiative, World Resources Institute 

(WRI)  

 

Carole Excell is the Project Director, The Access Initiative at 

the World Resources Institute working on access to 

Information, public participation and access to justice issues 

around the world. 

Previously she was the Coordinator for the Freedom of 

Information Unit of the Cayman Islands Government in charge 

of ensuring the development and effective implementation of the Cayman Islands 

Freedom of Information Law. She was in charge of developing an implementation plan 

for the Cayman Islands, creation of an information manager’s network, development of 

appropriate IT systems and appropriate administrative regulations. She also worked with 

The Carter Center as Field Representative in Jamaica working on their Access to 

Information Project. As part of the Carter Center Access to Information project she was 

involved in the development of materials, conduct of research and analysis on legal and 

policy issues associated with the right to information and acted as the Secretariat to the 

Volunteer Attorneys Panel, a panel of lawyers who provide pro bono services to civil 

society organizations and indigent persons. 

Carole Excell is an Attorney-at-law with a LLB from the University of the West Indies 

and Certificate of Legal Education from the Norman Manley Law School, Mona. She has 

a Master’s Degree in Environmental Law from the University of Aberdeen in Scotland. 

She has seven years working experience working for the Government of Jamaica on 

environmental and planning issues both at the Natural Resources Conservation Authority 

and then at its successor the National Environment and Planning Agency. 

Email: cexcell@wri.org 

 

Fernández, Mirna Ines 

 

Children and Youth Representative 

 

Mirna Inés Fernández is an Environmental Engineer from 

Bolivia. Since she was young she volunteered on the non-formal 

education program of WAGGGS, and since 2009 she has taken 

part in various environmental groups and campaigns in her 

country like Reacción Climática, Salvemos al Madidi and 350 

Bolivia.  

She has participated in several environmental multilateral 
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meetings in the CBD, UNFCCC and UNCSD frameworks, and she is currently a member 

of the Steering Committee of the Global Youth Biodiversity Network, the youth 

constituency for the Convention on Biological Diversity. Mirna has worked as a lecturer 

and participated in environmental assessments on different protected areas on her 

country. Currently, she is pursuing a master in Tropical Biology and Ecosystems and is 

doing her research on the Bolivian Amazon rainforest. 

Email: mirnaine@gmail.com 

 

 

Gabizon, Sascha  

 

Executive Director, WECF 

 

Sascha Gabizon is the Executive Director of WECF - Women 

in Europe for a Common Future. In 1994 she joined WECF to 

prepare the contribution to the 4th World Women's Conference 

in Beijing in 1995. Since 1996 she has been the executive 

director of the WECF network, which she developed and its 

international activities with a special focus on the EU, Eastern 

Europe and Central Asia. Currently there are 4 management offices (Netherlands, 

Germany, France and Georgia), serving as secretariats for the network activities. Sascha 

co-facilitates the women’s Civil Society Organizations for the UN 2030 Agenda process 

and is currently coordinating a global program covering 50 countries for the 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals with a Gender Equality 

perspective. Sascha Gabizon worked for an international consultancy in Spain and then 

joined the Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Energy and Environment (WI), in Germany, 

where she was the co-founder of the Wuppertal Institute’s "FrauenWissen" (Women's 

Scientists) 

Email: sascha.gabizon@wecf.eu 
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12 
 

Glucksmann, Tobias 

 

Permanent Representative to UNEP, USA 

 

Tobias (Toby) Glucksman has served as United States 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations at Nairobi 

(UNON) since August 2014, leading USUN Nairobi’s 

efforts to provide oversight for and drive reforms at the 

United Nations (UN) third largest global duty station after 

New York and Geneva and representing the United States on 

the governing bodies of the United Nations Environment 

Fund (UNEP) and the United Nations Human Settlements Program (UN-Habitat); he 

currently serves Chair of the Nairobi Geneva Group, a coordination body of large UN 

donors.  Mr. Glucksman was at the U.S. Mission to the United Nations in New York from 

2008-11 where he served on the executive boards of UN funds and programs and acted as 

the Mission's Second Committee and ECOSOC Coordinator.  Mr. Glucksman has also 

served tours in Bangladesh, Indonesia, Cambodia, Singapore, and on the Korea Desk at 

the Department of State.  In 2014, Mr. Glucksman received the Herbert Salzman Award 

for Excellence in International Economic Performance.  Mr. Glucksman served as a 

Peace Corps Volunteer in the Solomon Islands from 1991-93.  He has a Masters in 

International Affairs from Columbia University and a Bachelor in Economics from 

Boston University.  

Email: GlucksmanTH@state.gov  

 

 

Hakena, Helen 

 

Executive Director, Leitana Nehan Women’s 

Development Agency 

 

Helen graduated with a Teacher’s Training Certificate 

and Diploma in teaching from OLSH Teacher’s College, 

Kabaleo, East New Britain Province PNG in1974 and 

from 1975 taught at various primary schools in 

Bougainville for the next 15 years. It was the only job 

available for women at that time and she derived great 

joy in watching children progress. Early in her life, she experienced great suffering which 

gave her the strength to mobilise the community and women and co-founded Leitana 

Nehan Women’s Development Agency (LNWDA) in 1992 with the motto ‘women 

weaving Bougainville together’. LNWDA is an organisation concerned with providing 

mailto:GlucksmanTH@state.gov
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humanitarian relief, clothes and medicines to families in the care centers in Buka. She has 

since been its Executive Director. She was also previously the manageress of the Hakena 

Cooperation. She has attended several international conferences including the Global 

Conference on Women, Beijing, China in 1995 and the IFOR Peace Makers Programme 

Consultation for Pacific Women on Non-violent Conflict Resolution, Timor Leste. She 

has also received many awards including the International Millennium Peace Prize for 

Women on behalf of LNWDA in 2000. 

Email: helenhakena@gmail.com 

 

 

Halle, Mark 

 

Executive Director, IISD Europe (IISD)  

 

Mark Halle lectures, writes and publishes frequently on 

issues relating to sustainable development. He is the 

Executive Director of IISD Europe. In this capacity, he 

supervises a team of some 30 professionals based in Europe 

and around the world. 

He began his career in the field of international negotiations, 

serving in the diplomatic secretariat of the Conference on 

Security and Cooperation in Europe. In that capacity, he was associated with the 

negotiation of the Barcelona Convention on the Mediterranean Environment, one of the 

first regional environmental conventions ever adopted. He then spent five years with 

UNEP, starting in the Policy Planning Unit and ending up working on the global State of 

the Environment report published 10 years after UNEP’s establishment. From UNEP, he 

worked with WWF and IUCN in writing the World Conservation Strategy, a document 

which fundamentally changed the way in which conservation of nature was approached, 

namely by abandoning the earlier notion that conservation and development were 

necessarily in opposition to one another and embracing the notion that they are essential 

components of sustainable development. Halle then moved to WWF International, 

serving for three years as conservation assistant to HRH. The Prince Phillip (a past 

president of WWF) and helping to establish and direct the WWF program in China. He 

moved to IUCN in 1984 to establish the Conservation for Development Centre, IUCN’s 

first move to involvement with the developing countries. For seven years, he worked in, 

and directed, this Centre, establishing the foundation for what is now an extensive 

worldwide IUCN presence. Halle then spent a further three years setting up IUCN’s 

fundraising system, and a final four years establishing its Global Policy and Partnerships 

program. 

Email: mhalle@iisd.org 

mailto:helenhakena@gmail.com
mailto:mhalle@iisd.org
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Hersi, Ali Ahmed 

 

Associate Director, Society for International Development 

 

Ali has managed diverse, multi-million dollar programs in the 

areas of emergency relief & rehabilitation, peace-building & 

conflict resolution as well as food security & livelihoods, in 

Kenya, Somalia, Ethiopia and South Sudan. He has supported 

various research and capacity building processes at regional, 

national and county levels. He has given numerous presentations 

and facilitated meetings for various institutions. Among these 

have been the Embassies of Sweden and Denmark in Kenya, Open Society Foundation 

and the East Africa Legislative Assembly. As Program Quality Director at CARE 

International he oversaw all program design, monitoring and evaluation initiatives. He 

has also been the Senior Strategic Planning Facilitator for USAID Kenya’s external 

consultations as part of the development of its new strategy for 2010 – 2018 and is 

presently engaged in a similar role, working with Management Systems International to 

review USAID programs in South Sudan and facilitate meetings with the Mission’s 

Advisory Council to assess progress and propose necessary changes. Since November 

2011 he is the Associate Director/Head of the Nairobi Office of the Society for 

International Development. 

Email: ahersi@sidint.org 

 

James, Calvin 

 

 

Program Manager, Caribbean Network for Integrated Rural 

Development  

Email: calvin.j.james@live.com 
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Juras, Alexander 

 

 

Senior Coordinator Major Groups and Stakeholder Relations 

at UNEP 

 

Alexander Juras, previously the Deputy Director of UNEP's 

Division for GEF Coordination is currently the senior 

coordinator of Major Groups and Stakeholders Relations in 

UNEP's Secretariat of Governing Bodies and Stakeholders, 

enhancing engagement and collaboration of UNEP with 

major groups actors who share the same purpose around the 

world, involving them at the policy level to take into account 

their expertise and views, and on the programmatic level in implementation of UNEP's 

work program. Before joining UNEP, he worked as a research fellow at the Bonn based 

Institute for European Environmental Policy, then for many years as the Deputy Director 

of the Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe, in Szentendre 

Hungary and as the Deputy Director of the Regional Environmental Center for Central 

Asia, located in Almaty Kazakhstan. Besides organizational management, his work 

focused on civil society development and multi stakeholder involvement in 

environmental matters, environmental information, development and administration of 

grants programs for various stakeholders and regional and global environmental 

cooperation. 

Email: Alexander.juras@unep.org 

 

 

Kennedy, Norinne 

 

Vice President, Strategic International Engagement, Energy 

and Environment, United States Council for International 

Business 

 

With over 20 years’ experience as USCIB’s lead 

environment, energy and climate change expert, Norine 

Kennedy promotes U.S. business participation in 

international environmental policy and management 

initiatives, and works closely with industry, government 

mailto:Alexander.juras@unep.org
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and NGOs to promote sustainable development and green growth. She also spearheads 

USCIB’s strategic international engagement initiative, which seeks to advance 

meaningful business participation and regulatory diplomacy in inter-governmental 

organizations, and focuses on increasing accountability of international institutions 

regarding business interests.  

In addition to staffing USCIB’s 120 company Environment Committee, Kennedy 

represents business in environmental discussions at the UN and OECD. She was a 

business observer at the UN’s 1992 Earth Summit in Rio and served on the U.S. 

delegation to the Rio+20 summit in 2012. She regularly participates in meetings of the 

UN Environment Programme and UN deliberations on the Sustainable Development 

Goals and Post-2015 Development Agenda, and in negotiating sessions for the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

Kennedy joined USCIB in 1991, having served at the World Environment Center as 

project manager in its corporate programs department. She holds a master’s degree in 

international environmental policy from Claremont Graduate School, and a bachelor’s 

degree in international relations from Wellesley College. 

Email: nkennedy@uscib.org 

 

 

Khosla, Ashok 

 

Chairman, Development Alternatives 

 

Ashok Khosla is Chairman of the Development 

Alternatives Group, a consortium of social enterprises 

based in India whose mission is to create technologies, 

businesses and markets for large scale generation of 

sustainable livelihoods. Earlier, he was Director of the 

Office of Environment, Government of India, and 

Director, Infoterra in the United Nations Environment 

Programme. He is President of the Club of Rome and has been a Member of the 

Governing Bodies of the World Economic Forum in Davos, IUCN, WWF, IISD, the 

Stockholm Environment Institute, WETV and several other Indian and international 

organizations. He was Special Advisor to the Brundtland Commission and Chairman of 

the NGO Forum at the ‘92 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. He has been board member of 

many government, industry and NGO bodies in India, including the National Security 

Advisory Board, the Science Advisory Committee to the Cabinet and the National 

Environment Council. Ashok Khosla studied at the Universities of Cambridge and 

Harvard. He was awarded the Stockholm Challenge Award in 2002, the UN Sasakawa 

mailto:nkennedy@uscib.org
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Environment Prize in 2002 and the Schwab Foundation’s Award for Outstanding Social 

Entrepreneur in 2004. 

Email: akhosla@gmail.com 

 

 

Laguna-Celis, Jorge 

 

Secretary of Governing Bodies, UNEP   

 

Jorge Laguna Celis joined UNEP in 2014 as a Senior 

Programme Officer responsible for intergovernmental 

policy coordination within UNEP’s New York's Office. He 

brings to UNEP 15 years of experience in 

intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder processes, global 

sustainable development policies and sustainable 

development - related governance. Jorge began his 

professional career in the late 1990s at the editorial house 

Fondo de Cultura Económica in Mexico City. In 2002 he 

joined the Institut d’Estudis Catalans in Barcelona as a research fellow. In 2003 he 

worked as international consultant for the Directorate of Public Governance and 

Territorial Development of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(OECD). In 2005, Jorge joined the Mexican Foreign Service where he first worked on 

international migration and development and later served, from 2006 to 2010, as Deputy 

Chief of the Mexican Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, and Deputy Permanent Representative 

to UNEP. From 2010 to 2013, Jorge was a lead negotiator during the Rio+20 Conference 

and senior delegate for Mexico to the Second Committee of the General Assembly and 

the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). In June 2013 Jorge was commissioned by 

the Government of Mexico to serve as Senior Advisor for sustainable development and 

the Post-2015 Development Agenda at the Office of the President of the General 

Assembly. Jorge holds a BA degree in International Relations from El Colegio de México 

(Colmex) and an MA degree in International Trade from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques 

(Sciences-Po) Paris. 

Email: Jorge.laguna-celis@unep.org 
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Mangalagiu, Diana 

 

Environmental Change Institute, University of Oxford and 

Science Po Paris 

 

Diana Mangalagiu is a Professor at the Environmental Change 

Institute, University of Oxford and Sciences Po Paris, France. 

She has a dual background, in both natural sciences (Ph.D. 

Artificial Intelligence, Ecole Polytechnique, and MSc Physics) 

and social sciences (MSc Sociology, MSc Management). Her 

interest is in sustainability and the articulation of environmental 

and economic policies in public policy and corporate settings addressed through an 

articulation of modeling, stakeholder engagement and foresight. Over her career, she has 

worked as Reader at HEC School of Management Paris, Scientific Director of the Centre 

for Central and Eastern Europe Studies, Senior Scientist at the Institute for Scientific 

Interchange, Italy. She co-founded the Initiative for Science, Society and Policy 

Dialogue, is a scientific board member of the Global Climate Forum, Integrated Risk 

Governance Project and Global System Dynamics and Policy and a Co-Chair of the 

Global Environmental Outlook of the UNEP. She leads and participates in advisory, 

research and development projects with companies, national and regional governments, 

World Bank, OECD and UN agencies. Diana is French and Romanian national. Through 

her travels, she became fluent in seven languages. 

Email: diana.mangalagiu@ouce.ox.ac.uk 

 

McGlade, Jacqueline 

 

Director UNEP Division of Early Warning and Assessment, 

Chief Scientist UNEP  

 

Jacqueline McGlade is an expert in environmental policy and 

research. Former Executive Director of the European 

Environment Agency, she routinely addresses academic and 

parliamentary audiences on environmental policy and social-

environment interactions. She co-chairs the steering group on the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe’s Convention 

Assessment of Assessments for the State of the Environment and is a jury member for the 

Volvo Environment Prize. Previously, Dr McGlade was Director of the UK’s NERC 

Centre for Coastal and Marine Sciences, and Director of Theoretical Ecology in 

Germany. She has also served as co-chair to the heads of European Environmental 
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Protection agencies and on the scientific committee of the Millennium Ecosystem 

Assessment.  

 

She was the Coordinator of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and co-

chaired UNEP’s GEO-5 Intergovernmental Advisory Panel. 

Dr McGlade’s research pursuits include analysis of risk and uncertainty in complex 

systems, development and implementation of enviro-informatics, ecological economics, 

environmental forecasting, and development of a governance theory for natural resources. 

She serves on the editorial boards of Dynamical Systems and the International Journal of 

Biosciences and the Law. McGlade earned a PhD in aquatic sciences and zoology from 

the University of Guelph in Canada and an MA from the University of Cambridge, UK. 

Email: Jacqueline.mcglade@unep.org 

 

Michener, Michael 

 

Director Multilateral Relations, Croplife International 

 

Mike Michener, an experienced leader in the fields of 

agribusiness, trade, foreign policy, multilateral affairs, and 

international development, is the Director of Multilateral Relations 

for CropLife International based in Brussels, Belgium.  After a 20-

year career serving the U.S. government in a variety of mostly 

overseas roles, Michener was appointed Administrator of the 

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service at the beginning of the Obama Administration.  He 

most recently he served as Secretary Vilsack’s representative to the UN Food and 

Agricultural Organization in Rome, Italy. 

 

Michener also served in three other U.S. foreign affairs agencies, spending considerable 

time overseas promoting post-conflict stability operations, economic development and 

human rights. From 2007 to 2009, he served as the Senior Democracy and Governance 

Advisor and Lead Planning Officer for the U.S. State Department's Office of the 

Coordinator for Reconstruction and Stabilization. From 2005 to 2007, he served as the 

lead Iraq policy officer for the State Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights 

and Labor, managing nearly $400 million in assistance programs promoting democracy 

and human rights in that country. He also has experience working with the United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID) in Kosovo, Montenegro, and Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. 

Michener received both his bachelor's and master's degrees from the University of 

Maryland while serving with the U.S. Army in Europe.  His hometown is New London, 

Iowa.  

mailto:Jacqueline.mcglade@unep.org
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Email: michael.michener@croplife.org 

 

Moreti, John 

 

CPR Vice Chair, High Commissioner and Permanent 

Representative of Botswana 

 

John Moreti is High Commissioner of Botswana to Kenya 

and Permanent Representative to UNEP and UN-Habitat. 

He is also Botswana’s non- resident Ambassador to 

Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda, Seychelles, Sudan and South 

Sudan.  Before being deployed as High 

Commissioner/Ambassador to Kenya in February 2013 he 

served as  Deputy Senior Private Secretary in the Office of the Vice President and later  

as Deputy Clerk of Cabinet  

at the Office of the President of the Republic of  

Botswana.  He has over fifteen (15) years of experience in the diplomatic services and 

has previously served in London as First Secretary and  in Washington DC as  Deputy 

Chief of Mission before returning to Gaborone in 2006 where he served as Assistant 

Director and later Private Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation (2007 -2008).  

Ambassador Moreti is currently the representative of Africa Region in the Bureau of the 

UNEP Committee of Permanent Representatives (CPR) and serves as Vice Chair. He 

holds a BA Degree in Political Science and Public Administration and MA in 

International Relations. 

Email: jmoreti@gov.bw 

 

 

Mukasa, Rosemary 

 

Deputy Secretary of Governing Bodies, UNEP 

 

Ms Rosemary Semafumu Mukasa is Deputy Secretary of 

Governing Bodies at the United Nations Environment 

Programme and continues to be deeply involved in preparations 

for UNEA-2.   Before joining UNEP, she ably represented the 

Republic of Uganda as Ambassador/Deputy High 

Commissioner to Kenya and as Deputy Permanent 

Representative to UNEP and UN-HABITAT.  During this time, she played a key role in 

the Africa Group, as chair of the Technical Committee of the African Diplomatic Corps 

mailto:michael.michener@croplife.org
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and as Vice-Chair of the Committee of Permanent of Representatives to UNEP, 

representing Africa.  

 

In the span of a successful 27 year career in the Foreign Service of Uganda, Rosemary 

Mukasa served her country with distinction in various locations and senior posts in 

Nairobi, Pretoria, New York and Kampala.  She headed the Department of North Africa, 

Middle East and Rest of Africa (NAMERA), and served as Deputy Chief of Protocol.  

She was Uganda's representative on the Third Committee of the General Assembly of the 

United Nations and Rapporteur of Third Committee at its 46th Session.  She also served 

as Special Assistant to the First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and led important task teams in areas such as human resources development and 

conference organization.   

  

Ms Mukasa has also carried out research and consultancy on gender and management 

issues, working closely with civil society organizations.  

 

Ms Mukasa holds a Masters Degree in Government and Politics from St. John's 

University in New York, a Bachelors Degree in Political Science from Makerere 

University, a Post Graduate Diploma in international Law and organization for 

Development from the Institute of Social Studies at the Hague, Netherlands and a Post 

Graduate Diploma in Public Administration and Management from the Institute for 

Public Administration in Kampala.  Her publications include, "The African Women's 

Protocol, harnessing a potential force for positive change" and "Uganda's obligations 

under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW)”. 

 

She enjoys music, reading, going to the theatre and exercising. 

 

Email: Rosemary.mukasa@unep.org 
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Mulder, Ivo 

 

UNEP REDD+ Economics Advisor 

 

Ivo has over ten years of professional experience working with 

UNEP, the private sector and NGOs on building the business 

case for companies and governments to deal with challenges 

related to climate change, water scarcity and ecosystem 

management. He has published more than forty articles and 

reports. 

 

Prior to joining the UN-REDD team he was a Programme Officer at UNEP Finance 

Initiative (UNEP FI) where he founded and directed the Natural Capital Declaration 

(NCD), which is a finance-led and CEO endorsed initiative to mainstream natural capital 

integration in the financial sector.  

 

The NCD is financed by governments, private foundations and financial institutions. Ivo 

also initiated and directed an innovative project on sovereign credit risk (called E-RISC), 

and co-initiated the UNEP FI’s work on REDD+ and sustainable land use. He also 

worked with KPMG, Triple E, IUCN, Forest Trends, the Foundation for Sustainable 

Development (FSD) and the Dutch Fund for Nature Development (National Groenfonds).  

 

Email: Ivo.Mulder@unep.org 

 

 

Mungai, Lucy 

 

Secretariat of Governing Bodies and Stakeholders, UNEP 

 

Ms. Lucy Mungai currently works at UNEP's Secretariat of 

Governing Bodies and Stakeholders, where she supports the 

engagement of civil society and major groups and 

stakeholders with the Governing Bodies. She is a lawyer by 

training, and an advocate of the High Court of Kenya whose 

legal knowledge enables her to advise on and carry out 

various tasks including review of accreditation requests, 

implementation of a project on Stakeholder engagement and 

participation in environmental agenda setting and decision-

making, as well as general support  to Major Groups and 

Stakeholders during UNEP and other intergovernmental meetings such as AMCEN. 
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She previously worked at Amnesty International as a Human rights education officer 

where she focused on housing rights and campaigned against forced evictions in Kenya's 

informal settlements, as well as various public interest litigation matters.  She is very 

passionate about both the environment and civil society's role in development. 

Email: lucy.mungai@unep.org 

 

Mwangi, Charles 

 

Deputy Country Coordinator, GLOBE Kenya 

 

Charles Mwangi is the Deputy Country Coordinator for the 

GLOBE Program in Kenya and a member of the GLOBE 

Program Technology Working Group representing the 

Africa region. Global Learning and Observations to Benefit 

the Environment (GLOBE) Program supports students, 

teachers, and scientists in research collaborations using 

inquiry-based investigations of the environment and the 

earth system.  

 

Mr. Mwangi is actively involved in promoting practical and hands-on based learning in 

GeoSTEM subjects and is collaborating with organizations such as UNEP, TAHMO, 

NASA amongst others to promote collection and utilization of local environmental data 

for learning and research as well as participation in satellite mission campaigns.  

 

Mr. Mwangi holds a Master’s degree in Electrical Engineering (Control Engineering) 

from Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology and Bachelor’s degree in 

Technology Education (Electrical & Electronics Engineering) from Moi University. He 

has recently also attended a course in GIS and remote sensing in ITC, University of 

Twente in Netherlands amongst other trainings. He has over 12 years’ experience in 

electrical engineering training and support. He is also a Principal Lecturer in the Defence 

Forces Technical College and is also working at the Kenya National Space Secretariat 

(soon transforming into a Space Agency).   

Email: maina.charles@gmail.com 
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Mwathe, Ken 

 

Policy and Advocacy Coordinator, Bird Life Int. 

Ken Mwathe is the Policy and Advocacy Coordinator at 

BirdLife International Africa Office in Nairobi, Kenya. He is 

also the Climate Change Programme Focal Point.  He is a 

policy analyst, environmentalist, and conservationist who has 

worked with government as well as civil society for more than 

10 years.   

 

His passion is to find solutions to local environmental 

challenges by linking with national and international platforms.  At BirdLife International 

he is involved with capacity building and support for BirdLife civil society partners in 24 

African countries as well as strengthening links with key institutions at sub-regional and 

regional level. He is also involved with policy influencing of key Multilateral 

Environmental Agreements. 

 

Ken has been involved with the UNEP’s work since 2012 and has witnessed the 

evolution from the Governing Council to UNEA. During the first UNEA in 2014, he 

supported member states in the passing of the first ever decision on Ecosystem Based 

Adaptation to Climate Change. 

Email: Ken.mwathe@birdlife.org 

 

Obeng, Kwesi 

 

Policy Lead on Tax and Extractives, Tax Justice Africa 

 

Kwesi W. Obeng is the policy lead on Tax and Extractives at Tax 

Justice Network-Africa (TJN-A), where he focuses on issues 

around the fiscal regime and revenue management of Africa’s 

extractive sector. Prior to joining TJN-A, Kwesi worked with 

Third World Network-Africa (TWN-Africa). He also practiced 

journalism in both Ghana and Florida, USA. 

Kwesi holds an MA in International Relations and Development Studies from the 

University of East Anglia in the UK. A graduate of the Ghana Institute of Journalism and 

the Poynter Media Institute, Florida (USA), Kwesi is a British Chevening Scholar, an 

Alfred Friendly Press Fellow and Foster Davies Fellow. He is currently based in Nairobi, 

Kenya. 

Email: kobeng@taxjusticeafrica.net 
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Ochieng, Benson 

 

Executive Director, Institute for Law and Environmental 

Governance (ILEG)  

 

Benson Owuor Ochieng is the Executive Director of the Institute 

for Law and Environmental Governance (ILEG) and a Partner in 

the Law Firm of Ochieng & Company Advocates. He also 

lectures environmental law, policy and diplomacy at the 

University of Nairobi’s Centre for Advanced Studies in 

Environmental Law and Policy (CASELAP). His legal practice 

and research interests focus on sustainable development and human rights, institutional 

arrangements for sustainable development, and the practice of international development. 

He is co-author of the publication, Public Interest Environmental Litigation in Kenya and 

holds a Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) and a Master of Laws Degree (LL.M) from the 

University of Nairobi. He is currently pursuing a doctoral degree in law at Ghent 

University, examining the effects of property rights on Sustainable Agricultural Land Use 

in Kenya. 

Email: b.ochieng@ilegkenya.org 

 

Oidov, Oyuntsetseg 

 

Director, Development Horizons 

 

Ms. Oyuntsetseg Oidov (her friends call her just Oyuna) is a 

founder of the Development Horizons Foundation (DHF) of 

Mongolia which is working on promoting of green growth 

and green economy, capacity building for environmental 

governance, gender mainstreaming and partnership for 

progress. She was trained as a journalist and diplomat at the 

Moscow Institute of International Relations and started her 

career as an Editor of the MONTSAME News Agency and 

then she taught at the Academy of Management, Mongolia. She continued her education 

at the Leeds University UK in the area of communications, studied at the Lulea 

University in Sweden in management and then at the Kennedy School of Government, 

Harvard, USA in the area of management and leadership;  

While heading the DHF, she is acting as an advisor to a number of public and civil 

society institutions in Mongolia and some international agencies. She worked in the 

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women (UNW) Europe 

and Central Asian Division in New York as well as in the Asia-Pacific and Arab States 
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Division of UNIFEM HQ. She founded the Gender Center for Sustainable Development 

(GCSD) – one of well-known NGOs of Mongolia. Her book entitled “Mongolian 

Women: mapping the progress in transition” was published in English and Mongolian. 

Email: ooyuna@gmail.com 

 

Orellana, Marcos 

 

Director, Human Rights and Environment Program, Center for 

International Environmental Law (CIEL) 

 

Dr. Marcos A. Orellana (LL.M., S.J.D.) is Director of CIEL's 

Human Rights and Environment Program and Adjunct Associate 

Professor at the George Washington University School of Law.  

At CIEL Dr. Orellana has focused on strengthening tools to secure 

global environmental justice.  Prior to joining CIEL, Dr. Orellana 

was a Fellow to the Lauterpacht Research Centre for International Law of the University 

of Cambridge, UK.  He also was a Visiting Scholar with the Environmental Law Institute 

in Washington DC and Instructor Professor of international law at the Universidad de 

Talca, Chile.  Dr. Orellana has acted as legal counsel to the Chilean Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs on international environmental issues, such as the Rio+20 process and climate 

change negotiations.  Dr. Orellana has also acted as legal advisor to several International 

Institutions, including the UN Environment Programme and the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights.Email: morellana@ciel.org 

 

Pataki, Julia 

Chair of the Committee of Permanent Representatives to UNEP 

and Ambassador of Romania 

 

H.E. Julia Pataki has served as Ambassador of Romania to the 

Republic of Kenya with concurrent accreditation to Uganda, 

Tanzania and Burundi as well as Permanent Representative to the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and United 

Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) since 

2012. She was member of the Bureau of Permanent Representatives since 2013, first as 

Vice-Chair representing the Eastern European Group, and since July 2015 she is serving 

as Chair of the CPR UNEP. With legal background she has extensive political, 

governance and civil society expertise and experience. She was elected as Member of 

Parliament in 2000. Worked in international development in Iraq, Jordan, Somalia.   

Email: nairobi@mae.ro 

 

mailto:ooyuna@gmail.com
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Email: patakijulia@yahoo.com 

 

 

Reifsnyder A. Daniel 

 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Environment 

Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific 

Affairs 

 

Dan Reifsnyder is Deputy Assistant Secretary for Environment.  

He is responsible for U.S. engagement across a broad range of 

issues related to environmental quality, conservation, water and 

global climate change.  In these areas, he leads U.S. delegations 

under multiple bilateral agreements and treaties. 

 

Dr. Reifsnyder works closely with the Special Envoy for Climate Change, serving as 

alternate chair of the Major Economies Forum (MEF) on Energy and Climate Change.  

He works on the U.S.-China Climate Change Working Group and the U.S.-China Ten 

Year Framework for Cooperation on Energy and Environment, and advises broadly on 

other climate issues.  He chairs the Environmental Working Group under the U.S.-Russia 

Bilateral Presidential Commission.  He also chairs the Subgroup on the Environment, 

advising the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Economic and Social Council in the 

negotiations of Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

Dr. Reifsnyder was a research fellow at Tufts University’s Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy (2000-2001) and a visiting lecturer at Princeton University’s Woodrow 

Wilson School (1999-2000).  He earned his Ph.D. in international relations from Tufts 

University’s Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in 2014.  He also holds a J.D. from 

George Washington University (1981).  He is a member of the Virginia State Bar and the 

District of Columbia Bar and has been admitted to practice before the Court of Appeals 

for the 4th Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

Email: ReifsnyderDA@state.gov 
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Rijnhout, Leida 

 

Director Global Policies and Sustainability, European 

Environmental Bureau, Co-Chair of UNEP’s Major Groups 

Facilitating Committee 

 

Leida leads the Global Policies and Sustainability unit. She 

studied cultural anthropology and has years of field experience 

in development cooperation and advocacy work on 

sustainability. She advocates for "strong sustainability" and 

governance for Sustainable Development at the UN, OECD and 

the European Commission. She led an international working group on ecological debt 

and environmental justice. Her principle focus is on ecological economics, sustainable 

economies, sustainable consumption and production and resource justice. She is also 

responsible for EEB work on the Aarhus Convention. She is the Organising Partner for 

the NGO Major Group, facilitating their participation in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development process at UN-level (both HLPF and UNEA). She is Dutch and speaks 

Dutch, English and Spanish. 

Email: leida.rijnhout@eeb.org 

 

 

Rivero Baughman, Susana 

 

Nrg4SD Co-chair for the North, Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation Advisor in the office of the Secretary of 

Environment and Sustainability of the Government of Catalonia 

 

She is an expert in sustainable development, involved in 

environmental management in the public administration for 15 

years, and the last 8 years, in foreign affairs and development 

cooperation issues. She holds master’s degrees in both Food 

Technology and Control and Environmental Management in 

Public Administration, a bachelor’s degree in Environmental 

Sciences, majoring in environmental management and Industrial Engineer graduated, 

majoring in Industrial Chemistry. She is currently working as Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation Advisor in the office of the Secretary of Environment and Sustainability of 

the Government of Catalonia.  

Email: sriverob@gencat.cat  
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 Najib Saab 

 

Secretary General, Arab Forum for Environment and 

Development 

 

An architect by training, Najib Saab is publisher and Editor-in-

Chief of Al-Bia Wal-Tanmia (Environment & Development), 

the leading pan-Arab magazine on sustainable development 

and Secretary General of Arab Forum for Environment & 

Development (AFED). He has a varied experience, ranging 

from designing for multi-nationals like General Motors and lecturing on corporate 

architecture at the American University of Beirut, to advising various governments and 

agencies on environment and writing on sustainable development and technology. He is a 

2003 laureate of the United Nations Environment Programme's Global 500 Award for 

environmental achievement, and in 2011 was awarded Zayed International Prize for the 

Environment. In 2014 he received the distinguished Alumni Award from the American 

University of Beirut. Saab has ten books to his credit, including Nature Book which 

received in 2002 the Book of the Year Award from the Beirut Arab Book Fair. He is co-

editor, with Mostafa Tolba and Mohamed El-Ashry, of the annual reports on the State of 

the Arab Environment published by AFED. His monthly editorial is simultaneously 

published by 10 leading newspapers across the Arab region, and is the only regular 

syndicated commentary in Arabic on environment issues. Born in Lebanon in 1953, Najib 

Saab got his degree in Architecture from the American University of Beirut, where he 

also studied mass communications and political science. 

Email: nsaab@afedonline.org 

 

Sanou, Salina 

 

Head of Policy & Advocacy, ACORD-Kenia,  

 

Salina Sanou is a pan-African renowned expert on education 

and gender with a particular focus on women small scale 

farmers in rural and in conflict settings. She is the Head of 

Policy and Advocacy at the Agency for Cooperation and 

Research in Development (ACORD), heading a pan African 

advocacy programme mirroring four thematic areas: 

livelihoods, particularly food sovereignty; conflict 

transformation and peace building; gender justice and 

women’s rights and the right to health. She is also currently the focal point for the post 

2015/SDGs agenda process within the organization. 

mailto:nsaab@afedonline.org
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She has more than 17 years’ experience in women’s rights advocacy, research and project 

management. Prior to joining ACORD, she has worked across the African continent with 

various organisations including FAWE, CARE, Oxfam and the UN Millennium Project. 

She has authored many publications and position papers including “Pastoralist Education 

in Mali and Niger”; “Pastoralist schools in Mali: Gendered Roles and Curriculum 

Realities” and “Beyond Access: Transforming Policy and Practice for Gender Equality in 

Education.”  

She is a graduate of both University of Nairobi, Kenya and McGill University, Canada. 

Through her work, Sanou has learned that people are not waiting on us to find solutions 

to the real challenges they face; many endogenous community-owned responses exist and 

work. What is missing is often support and facilitation for more effective and holistic 

responses and a way to replicate them at a larger scale. 

 

Email: salina.sanou@acordinternational.org 

 

Shulbaeva, Polina 

 

Center for Support of Indigenous Peoples of the North, CSIPN 

 

Polina represents the Selkup indigenous people of Siberia and 

she is the Director of the Legal Informational Centre "Kogolika" 

(Swallow), CBD regional coordinator of Indigenous Peoples for 

the region Russia and Eastern Europe, and member of the Centre 

for support of Indigenous Peoples of the North (CSIPN), Russia. 

She participates in the International Indigenous Forum of 

Biodiversity and the Expert Group "Aborigine Forum" of Indigenous Peoples of Russia. 

Email: pshulbaeva@gmail.com 

 

 

Sips, Hermann 

 

Senior Policy Coordinator, Ministry of Infrastructure and the 

Environment of The Netherlands 

 

Current Occupation 

Chair EU Presidency team for UNEA-2 

Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment, the 

Netherlands 

 

Previous Experience 

mailto:salina.sanou@acordinternational.org
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Senior Policy Coordinator at the Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment, the 

Netherlands. Tasks included:  

• Lead on climate finance issues in the Netherlands UNFCCC delegation.  

• Chair of the European Expert Group on finance and technology and the Expert 

group on Adaptation and Capacity Building  

• Sherpa to the Dutch GCF Board member 

• Acting/deputy head of the Netherlands climate delegation (2008 to 2011) 

• Alternate GEF Board member 

• Member of the Steering Group of UNEP’s Natural Resource Panel 

• Dutch lead negotiator for the UN Commission on Sustainable Development  

• Deputy head of delegation for the World Summit on Sustainable Development 

(2002) 

  

Consultant at the Centre for energy conservation and the environment, Delft 

• Conducting studies on the economic analysis of energy conservation and 

renewable energy, the monetary valuation of external effects of transportation modes and 

defining criteria for sustainable investments 

 

Email: Herman.Sips@minienm.nl 

 

Stanley-Jones, Michael 

 

Programme Manager UNEP-UNDP Poverty and Environment 

Initiative 

 

Since 2014, Michael has served with the joint UNDP−UNEP 

Poverty-Environment Initiative, based in Nairobi. He is 

responsible for communications, knowledge management and 

outreach within the Poverty-Environment Facility, the global 

management hub of the Initiative. Michael joined the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) in 2004 

working for the Secretariat of the UNECE Convention on 

Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in 

Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention). From 2009 to 2014, Michael served as the 

Public Information Officer to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, leading 

their public awareness and outreach Programme Safe Planet: the United Nations 

Campaign for Responsibility on Hazardous Chemicals and Wastes.  

Outside the UN, Michael has worked in academia, civil society and the public sector.  
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From 1992 to 1995, he was Civic Education Project Visiting Lecturer at Tomáš Masaryk 

University in Brno, Czech Republic. He assisted the 10-nation Danube Environmental 

Forum with the successful negotiation of the Danube River Protection Convention 

(1994). From 2000 to 2003, he served on the board of Friends of the Estuary and co-

chaired the Conservation Committee of the 24,000 member Sierra Club–Loma Prieta 

Chapter. As Chair of the multi-stakeholder Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management 

Initiative in California’s Silicon Valley region in 2002-2003, Michael helped develop 

pollution prevention plans to address copper, nickel and mercury contamination of the 

San Francisco Estuary. Michael was appointed to the California Bay-Delta Authority 

Drinking Water Quality Subcommittee and State Desalinated Water Task Force in 2003. 

He has been a long-time advocate of strengthening environmental justice, public access 

to information and the ‘Right to Know’. 

Email: Michael.stanley-jones@unep.org 

 

Stec, Stephen 

 

Visiting Professor, Department of Environmental Policy, 

Central European University  

 

Stephen Stec first taught business law at CEU in 1992 and 

returned in 1998 as an adjunct in ENVSCI. He is a lawyer 

and his areas of research are the intersection of humanitarian 

law and sustainable development, environment and security, 

and corporate accountability.  For over 20 years he has done 

fieldwork and research with international organizations in 

Europe, Central Asia, Africa and China, including UNEP, 

UNDP, OSCE, OECD, UNECE, EBRD, REC and CEELI.  He participated in the 

negotiation of the Aarhus Convention and other MEAs and contributed to environmental 

peacebuilding efforts in Bosnia-Herzegovina and in the Sava River Basin. From 2006-08 

he served on the Managing Board of the ENVSEC initiative (www.envsec.org). He is a 

fellow of the Institute for East European Law and Russian Studies at Leiden University 

(NL), a member of the World Justice Forum, IUCN CEL, and ICEL and serves on the 

editorial board of the European Energy and Environmental Law Review. In 2007, Mr. 

Stec was a co-recipient of the Rule of Law Award. 

Visiting Scholar, Monterey Institute of International Studies and Middlebury College, 

USA, 2009; Visiting Scholar, University of Toronto, 2011; Adjunct Professor, Monterey 

Institute of International Studies, USA, 2013; Visiting Professor, Ocean University of 

China, 2014-15. 

Email: stephenstec@gmail.com 
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Steiner, Achim 

 

Executive Director, UNEP 

 

The United Nations General Assembly in 2006 unanimously 

elected Mr. Achim Steiner as Executive Director of the 

United Nations Environment Programme for a four-year term, 

and subsequently for a further four years in 2010.  Following 

the decision of the 68th General Assembly of United Nations, 

Mr. Steiner’s mandate has been extended for two years up to 

June 2016. 

From March 2009 to May 2011, he was also Director-General of the United Nations 

Office at Nairobi (UNON). Before joining UNEP, Mr. Steiner served as Director General 

of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) from 2001 to 2006, and 

prior to that as Secretary General of the World Commission on Dams. His professional 

career has included assignments with governmental, non-governmental and international 

organizations in different parts of the world including India, Pakistan, Germany, 

Zimbabwe, USA, Vietnam, South Africa, Switzerland and Kenya. He worked both at 

grassroots level as well as at the highest levels of international policy-making to address 

the interface between environmental sustainability, social equity and economic 

development.   Mr. Steiner serves on a number of advisory councils and boards including 

as the International vice Chair of the China Council for International Cooperation on 

Environment and Development (CCICED).  His work has been recognized for a number 

of awards such as the Tallberg Foundation’s Award for Principled Pragmatism and the 

Steiger Award for “commitment and important work in the protection of the planet”.  In 

2009 His Serene Highness, Prince Albert of Monaco conferred upon Mr. Steiner the 

decoration of Officer of the Order of Saint Charles. 

Mr. Steiner, a German and Brazilian national, was born in Brazil in 1961. His educational 

background includes a BA from the University of Oxford as well as an MA from the 

University of London with specialization in development economics and policy.  He also 

studied at the German Development Institute in Berlin as well as the Harvard Business 

School. 

Email: achim.steiner@unep.org 
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Strandenaes, Jangustav 

 

Stakeholder Forum  

 

Jan-Gustav Strandenaes, born in Norway, has worked on 

sustainable development, environment and governance all his 

life. After a first assignment in Latin America for the UN, he has 

lived and worked in Botswana, Uganda, the US and Sweden. 

He has been employed by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, by the UN and by large Norwegian aid and environment 

organisations (NGOs), two of which he directed, and has 

lectured at several universities in different parts of the world. Always connected to the 

UN anchored in civil society activities, he has chaired UN meetings, evaluated UN and 

NGO projects, been the UN CSD NGO major groups organizing partner between 2000 

and 2011, had the same position for UNEP, was a consultant and trainer for the UN 

(UNDESA) at global level in process-work, governance and capacity building leading up 

to the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio plus 20 in  2012), has currently 

an assignment with Stakeholder Forum UK as their senior adviser on governance, and 

with a private Norwegian CSR company, called PURE CSR, where he recently 

collaborated to develop sustainability profiles for Norwegian sports health and well-being 

issues related to Norway’s commitment to work on the Olympics including their bid to 

host the Winter Olympics in 2022. 

Jan-Gustav has published two books, several teaching guides and numerous articles and 

papers on environment, sustainable development and governance and works today also as 

an independent researcher, adviser and consultant. When he is not travelling the world, 

writing, lecturing or otherwise working abroad on environment, governance and 

sustainability issues, he works out of his home outside Oslo, Norway. 

Email: jgstrandenaes@gmail.com 

 

Tate, Alison 

 

Director of Economic and Social Policy, ITUC 

 

Alison Tate is the Director of Economic and Social Policy of the 

global labour union peak body, the International Trade Union 

Confederation. The ITUC represents 180 million workers in 162 

countries.  Alison has worked in national, regional and global 

policy across economics, international trade and investment, 

social policy, human and trade unions rights, sustainable 

development, climate, migration, labour standards compliance and corporate social 
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responsibility. She serves on a number of advisory boards of foundations and on 

academic, community-based and international organisations. She has degrees in 

economics and political science. Alison was the 2014 Moynihan NGO Fellow at the 

Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University, USA.  

Email: alison.tate@ituc-csi.org 

 

Thiaw, Ibrahim 

 

UNEP Deputy Executive Director and Assistant-Secretary-

General of the United Nations 

 

Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw is the Deputy Executive Director for the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 

Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations. He has 

served in this position since his appointment by United 

Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in August 2013. 

Prior to his appointment as Deputy Executive Director, Mr. 

Thiaw served as the Director of UNEP’s Division of 

Environmental Policy Implementation (DEPI). As Director for DEPI, Mr. Thiaw was 

responsible for conceptualizing and managing UNEP's activities in two of its core 

thematic areas of focus - ecosystem management; and conflicts and disasters. He also 

managed the adaptation component of UNEP's climate change sub-theme. Before joining 

UNEP in 2007, Mr. Thiaw worked as the IUCN Regional Director for West Africa and 

later as the Acting Director-General of IUCN. Mr. Thiaw holds an advanced degree in 

Forestry and Forest product techniques. 

Email: Ibrahim.thiaw@unep.org 

 

Vaughan, Scott 

 

President and CEO, International Institute for Sustainable 

Development, IISD 

 

Scott Vaughan is IISD President and CEO. He has been 

Canada’s Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable 

Development; Director, Department of Sustainable 

Development, Organization of American States (OAS); 

Visiting Scholar, Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace; Head of Economics, NAFTA Environment 

Commission; and Counsellor, World Trade Organization 

(WTO). At the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Vaughan initiated the 
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UNEP Finance Initiative and UNEP’s work on trade and environment. Early in his 

career, he worked at the head office of the Royal Bank Financial Group. Vaughan holds 

post-graduate degrees from the London School of Economics, University of Edinburgh 

and Dalhousie University, and an undergraduate degree from Mount Allison University. 

Recent and current affiliations include Associate Editor, Chinese Journal of Urban and 

Environment Studies; UNEP International Advisory Council for the Advancement of 

Justice, Governance and Law for Environmental Sustainability, Environmental 

Leadership Council, Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce and Future Earth Engagement 

Committee. 

Email: svaughan@iisd.ca 

 

Wardarina 

 

Regional Representative Asia Pacific to UNEP, Program Officer 

at the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Environment 

(APWLD) 

 

Wardarina is a feminist, activist and work at Asia Pacific Forum 

on Women, Law and Development - a feminist regional network 

with 180 members from women's organisation and rural, 

indigenous, migrant women organisation in 27 countries in Asia Pacific.  

 

Wardarina represents APWLD in various regional and international forum on Post 2015 

and SDGs, focusing on inequality between and within countries, land rights, 

environment, food sovereignty, climate justice, migration, labour rights, decent work and 

living wage, trade, investments, financing and women political voice . She is the co-chair 

of Asia Pacific Regional CSO Engagement Mechanism (AP-RCEM), a civil society 

platform of more than 450 organisations aimed to enable stronger cross constituency 

coordination and ensure that voices of all sub-regions of Asia Pacific are heard in 

intergovernmental processes in regional and global level. The platform is initiated, owned 

and driven by the civil society organisations (CSOs), has been set up under the auspices 

of UN-ESCAP and is designed to reach the broadest number of CSOs in the region, 

harness the voice of grassroots and peoples' movements to advance development justice.  

 

Email: rina@apwld.org 
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Yi, Yunae 

 

Safeguards Advisor, UNEP  

 

Ms. Yunae Yi currently serves as the UNEP Safeguard 

Advisor and leads UNEP's Environmental, Social and 

Economic Sustainability (ESES) Framework formulation and 

its implementation. Her application of social science 

knowledge in UNEP’s environmental work enables her to 

bring the integrated perspective of looking at issues from 

broad environmental, social and economic context. 

She has a Ph.D. in Consumption Economics from the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA. She was a researcher in socio-

economic policies, especially in labor, poverty and gender. She published number of 

research articles on these issues with policy implications for welfare and labor market.  

She worked at the Institute for Women's Policy Research, (IWPR), Washington, D.C. and 

the Columbia University and was a fellowship awardee from the Social Science Research 

Council (SSRC) of New York prior to joining the UN. She worked in the UN Population 

Fund (UNFPA) and the UN Secretariat (the Department of Public Information and the 

Department of Management) before joining the UNEP in Nairobi, Kenya. She also has 

expertise in Results-Based Management, strategic planning, quality assurance, 

monitoring and data collection and analysis.  

Email: Yunae.yi@unep.org 

 

Zeitler, Helge 

 

Policy Coordinator, Directorate General for Environment, 

European Commission  

 

Helge Elisabeth Zeitler has been working for the last four 

years as policy coordinator in the European Commission's 

Directorate General for Environment, working in particular on 

UNEP related issues and the 2030 Agenda, as well as on 

wildlife trafficking. The stakeholder engagement policy of 

UNEP is one of her focus areas. Prior to her current post, she worked in the Commission 

on environmental crime and at the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda as 

Special Assistant to the President. She also has professional experience from the German 

Foreign Ministry. Helge is a lawyer by training with a doctoral degree from the 

University of Freiburg, Germany.  

Email: Helge-Elisabeth.ZEITLER@ec.europa.eu 

mailto:Yunae.yi@unep.org
mailto:Helge-Elisabeth.ZEITLER@ec.europa.eu


38 
 

 

Zhakenova, Saltanat 

 

Program Officer, The Regional Environmental Center for Central Asia   

 

Ms. Saltanat Zhakenova’s current position is as Lead Specialist of Environmental 

management Programme of the Regional Environmental 

Centre of Central Asia (CAREC). She is an expert in 

environmental management with a focus on Central Asia 

countries. Being involved in the projects on ecosystem 

services, environmental reporting, low-carbon development, 

support for implementation of conventions and institutional 

strengthening for more than 15 years , she specialized in the 

stakeholders engagement and capacity building on local, 

national and regional levels.  

Email: szhakenova@carececo.org 
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