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Annex VI
DRAFT DECI SI ONS SUBM TTED TO THE M NI STERI AL SESSI ON BY THE EXPERT GROUP
Decision 1

Institutionalization of AMCEN

The seventh session of the African M nisterial Conference on the Environnent,

Recoqgni zing that the African Mnisterial Conference on the Environment is the
mai n regional intergovernmental body on matters relating to environment and devel opnent,

Aware of the need for a legal framework for institutionalizing the Conference to
facilitate the effective inplenentation of its programe,

Consi dering the new policy orientation and recommendati ons adopted at its fifth

session in Novenber 1993 that called for ANCEN programe to focus on
-activities relating to the ratification and inplenentation of Conventions of

rel evance to the African region and assistance to nenber States in the fornulation and
strengtheni ng of national programes, particularly with regard to capacity-building,
envi ronmental | egislation, transboundary issues, environnental databases, environnenta
i npact assessnent an~ environnental awareness on Agenda 21 and ot her environmenta

i ssues of concern to Africa;

Taking into account the absence of a consulting nechanismin the field of
envi ronment and sustai nabl e devel opnent,

Deci des: .

1. To establish ANCEN as a constitutional intergovernnental body on environnent
and devel opment whi ch shall be governed by rul es and procedures approved by menber
States (Gabon. Nigeria and South Africa a reserved their position on this decision);

2. To call upon all nenber States which have not yet subnmitted their comrents on
the constitution, rules of procedure and contribution quotas to the AMCEN Trust Fund to
do so for consideration during the eighth session.

Deci sion 2

Adecai ate and predictable funding in support of AMCEN
activities

The seventh session of the African Mnisterial Conference on the Environnent,
Aware of the inportance of the AMCEN Trust Fund as the maj or mechanismfor
nobi | i zation of resources and noting that since its inception only a few nenber States

have made contri butions to the Fund,

Consi dering that AMCEN cannot function effectively without a proper budget,



Further aware of the financial and technical support that the United Nations

Envi ronnent Programme continues to provide to the Conference,
| INEP/ Al YI CEN/ 7/ |

Page 36
Deci des:
1. To contribute to the AMCEN Trust Fund in line with the approved proposal on

the assessed contribution quotas to the Fund (N geria and South Africa expressed a
reservation on this decision);

2. That the Trust Fund will be nmanaged by UNEP prior to the functioning of an
establ i shed secretariat and its operational mechanism

3. To note with appreciation the .contributions so far nmade by sone menber
St at es;

4, To call on all nenber States to fulfil their comitnent to the AMCEN budget in
accordance with the approved assessed contribution quot as;

5. To expresses appreciation to the Executive Director of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme for the support to AMCEN,

6. To urge the Executive Director of United Nations Environment Programme to
conti nue providing support to the Conference;

7. That other contributions could be received for the Trust Fund for as |ong as
the conditions governing such contributions are not contradictory to the interest of AMCEN;

8. To call on other organizations, donor countries and the private sector to
contribute to the Trust Fund.

Deci sion 3

Protection of the environnent and sustainable agriculture

The seventh session of the African Mnisterial Conference on the Environnment,
Recogni zing the close inter-linkage between agriculture and environnent and the inpact
of environnmental degradation on food production,

Aware of the inmportance of agriculture and the need to increase agricultural
production in Africa,

Al so aware of the |arge nunber of the popul ati on depending on agriculture for their
I'ivelihoods,

Further aware of the need to inprove the standard of living of the majority of the
popul ati on,

Considering that it is necessary to practice environnentally-friendly farmng so

that the natural resources could continue to support agriculture,

Al so aware of the rich genetic resources which Africa possesses,

Deci des:



1. To call on nenmber States to ensure the integration of agriculture, population
and environnental considerations in the planning, devel opnment and i npl enentation of
national action plans;
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2. To call on AMCEN menber States to participate fully in the
negotiati ons on the BioSafety Protocol and the International Undertaking on G ant Genetic
Resour ces.

Deci sion 4

Ratification of International Environmental Conventions
and Protocol s

The seventh session of the African M nisterial Conference on the Environnent,

Consi dering the inmportance, at national and international |evels, of various
I nternational Conventions, nanely the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer, the Bamako Convention on the Ban of the inport into Africa and the Control
of Transboundary Movenent and Managenment of hazardous Wastes within Africa, the Basel
Convention on the Control of transboundary Myvenments of Hazardous Wastes and their
Di sposal, Convention on Biological Diversity; the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in
Africa, Convention in International Trade in Endangered Species of WId Fauna and Flora

and the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate Change,
/

Noting that many African countries have ratified sone of these conventions and
prot ocol s,

Bearing in nind that considerable environmental benefits could be derived from and
as a result of the conpliance with the terns of these Conventions,

Urgi ng nenber States that have not ratified these conventions to do so, while
bearing in nmind their various national interests,

Deci des:

1. That ANCEN secretariat should continue to build consensus, raise awar eness
and encourage conmon positions on the inplications of these conventions and protocols
and al so ensure their inplenentation;

2. That AMCEN secretariat should urge the Convention secretariats to continue

assi sting countries that have ratified the conventions and protocols towards the
i npl ementation of the provisions of the respective conventions and protocol s.

Deci sion 5

Research and capacity-buil di ng

The seventh session of the African Mnisterial Conference on the Environnent,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of capacity-building, Particularly the devel opnent and
har noni zati on of rel evant environmental |egislative frameworks at the national and
subregi onal levels, in the pronotion of the new policy orientation of the Conference
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Taking into account that African countries have limted resources to develop their
institutional and hunman resources,

Noting that many African countries are aware of the need to inprove the capacity of
their institutions and experts,

Deci des:

1. To urge African Governnents to continue to strengthen their institutions and
programmes in the field of capacity-building.

Deci sion 6

Programme Priorities

The seventh session of the African Mnisterial Conference on the Environnent,

Havi ng exanmi ned the report on the activities of the Conference for the past
bi enni um and noted with satisfaction the progress nade by the secretariat in the
i mpl ementation of activities within the very linited resources avail abl e,

Havi ng established the Ecosystem Conmittees as subsidiary bodi es of AMCEN,

Recogni zing the inportant role that these conmittees could play in pronoting the
devel opment and nanagenent of the environnent,

Deci des~

1. To continue with the 1996- 1997 work progranme into the biennium
1998/ 99 including the follow ng additional priority for 1998-1999: Freshwater resources
managenent within the framework of the “fair share” water strategy and other initiatives.

2. To encourage the vice-presidents of the Ecosystem Conmittees to coordi nate
closely with national, sub-regional and regional institution and initiatives and submt
to the eighth nmeeting of ANCEN draft programes of actions applicable to twenty-first

century.



