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Sustainable UN Objectives

Sustainable UN is an initiative of UN Environment 
launched in 2008 to assist UN system to reform towards 
climate neutrality and environmental 
management...

…with tools, methodologies and technical assistance to 
enable the integration of sustainable development 
principles in the management of facilities and operations.
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The UN Climate Neutral Roadmap responds to a number of 
Sustainable Development Goals and indicators that the we
cannot morally afford preaching to others without
implementing at home. 

These range from efficiencies in consumption and production (12), integrate
climate in policies and strategies (13),  to transparent reporting (16), promotion 
of clean energy solutions (7) and overall better resources management (6,8,11)

The Sustainable Development Goals start with ourselves!



Approach towards a climate neutral and more sustainble UN
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What SUN has provided so far

o A context through the EMG and the CEB for UN organisations greening efforts 

o Collected data and monitoring progress on greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, waste 
and water management

o Technical support, capacity building 

o Common methodologies, tools, templates, harmonised approaches

o Organized exchange, mutual support and facilitated joint projects among 
organisations

o Provided the Greening the Blue platform to celebrate the UN’s achievements. 



§Small team (3 staff plus external experts)

§Strong network (over 60 sustainability focal 
points in UN organisations and beyond)

§Core team funded by UN Environment

§Partnerships within the UN system or beyond
on key project items

§Accent on interagency connections 
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Examples of services
§ Annual Environmental Inventory and Help Desk services 

§ Technical Assistance to organisation on emissions reductions/waste management measures:
§ 4 Environmental management pilots in New York (HQ); Bangkok (ESCAP& UN environment); Congo 

(MONUSCO); and Nairobi (WFP in Kenya and the Gigiri Compound)
§ Greening UN environment offices: Osaka, Paris and Panama Environmental plans; Almaty (environmental

assessment of the One UN Office Facility refurbishment plans)
§ Offsetting

§ Tools and methodologies
§ UN Environment ICAO UNFCCC Sustainable events (2019-20)
§ Environmental management Toolkit (2018) (with Swedish Environmental Protection Agency)
§ UN Environment WFP Waste Management package and Say Yes to Less campaign (2017-2018)

§ Internal environmental governance support
§ Advice to organisations on the drafting of their corporate environmental policies and environmental

management systems



Results

§Annual reports since 2009 improving constantly in scope and detail

§Close to 30 UN entities have developed a system (EMS or other) to 
tackle corporate environmental footprint

§39 entities are climate neutral (representing 37% of total footprint)

§50% of reporting entities show decreases in GHG emissions resulting
mostly from efficiencies and savings

§Over 400 stories of UN greening efforts world wide shared on the 
Greening the Blue website



The SUN Dashboard



UN wide 2016 GHG emissions

§ 1.90 MtCO2eq emitted by 264,221 UN personnel in 
2016

§ 7.18 tCO2eq/capita



GHG emissions Distribution
§ Top ten “emitters” have remained  across the years 

(directly related to entity’s size)



Challenges and Opportunites ahead

§ More focus on UN Environment priorites to help mainstream them in UN Corporate management

§ Improve monitoring on measures taken and benefits (return on investment, environmental gains) 
and connect reporting to the SDGs 

§ Provide technical assistance to field offices and shared premises (explore synergies with the 
host governments)

§ Go beyond offices and operations:

§ 1. calculate the GHG impacts beyond facilities and operations ?

§ 2. Apply environmental management systems approach to whole organisations? 
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