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An Innovative Process
the sixth edition



Thanks to

• Norway, Italy, China, Singapore, Denmark, Thailand, 
Switzerland (Almost USD 2M contributed so far)

• All Divisions, Regional Offices and Collaborating Centers
• Advisory Groups: High Level, Science, Review Editing, 

Assessments Methodologies
• The global community of Authors (volunteers)
• The small core team at the Secretariat



‘The process is just 
as important as the 
product’

• Hundreds of authors, 
geographic and gender 
balance

• Governments, stakeholder 
and experts providing 
guidance to each other

• Outreach events, raising 
awareness, educating



February 2018
All 25 chapters 
drafted & being 

reviewed

State & Trends: 
advanced draft

Policy and Outlooks: 
first drafts

June 2018 
Draft of full GEO 

ready for review by 
Governments & 

partners

September 2018
Summary for Policy 

Makers second 
order draft 
prepared.

January 2019
Summary for Policy 
Makers negotiated 

by all member 
states

March 2019
Global Environment 
Outlook presented 

at UNEA-4
Input into the High-
Level Political Forum



State & Trends of the Environment

Policies, Goals, Objectives and Environmental Governance, an assessment of their 
effectiveness

Outlooks – Innovations for Systemic Transformation and Governance

Some Innovative features of the sixth edition of the Global Environment Outlook
• Building on regional outlooks – more focus on solutions in the Policy & Outlooks chapters 

(2/3 of the report)
• Including equity, gender and economic aspects in a more systematic way
• Looking more at ‘systems’ and ‘systemic policies’ as opposed to single issues
• More emphasis on Policy Effectiveness with concrete examples & advice for member states
• Innovation and systemic transformation underpinning the Outlooks chapters = bottom-up 

(seeds of change) + top-down (scenarios)



Spin-off 
Processes 

and 
Products



Cost Elements Budget (USD)

Workforce 815,000
Meetings 993,000
Quality Control 150,000
Publishing & Translations 360,000
Communications & Outreach 330,000
GEO-7 Scoping Study 40,000

Total 2,688,000

FUNDING GAP
Budget required to complete the process through 2018 and early 2019



Take-away Messages

• Progress is well on track for a successful completion of 

the process

• Major efforts ongoing, internally and externally, to 

mobilize the required core resources

• However, a significant funding gap is still there



Thank You

For Queries: GEO.Head@unep.org
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