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Letter of intent

Dear Sir,

The STEB (Service de Toxicologie de 'Environnement Bati), is a governmental agency for the
Republic and State of Geneva. We are involved in the assessment of the risk to human health
and the environment related to the presence of hazardous compounds in buildings. -

The STEB possesses a laboratory which performs analyses on indoor air, dust é_nd raw
materials in order to assess the risks of exposure to toxic substances present in buildings. We

. are also in charge of the laws enforcement for sound management of hazardous substances

on building sites, especially when construction wotk is pfanned

In this context the lead paint hazard is of great concern and we are actively worklng in
planning and implementing lead-hazard confrol measures.

: We already conducted an evaluative study on the frequency of lead occurrence in paints for

the Canton of Geneva. We also performed a comparative study of various detection methods
applicable to lead paint (handheld X-ray fluorescence versus destructive chemical elementary
analysis). We would be very interested in pursuing this comparison by testing other quick field
testing methods. Besides these studies, we also evaluated and compared the efficacy of
various lead paint removal techniques as well as their risks for home renovators, construction

workers, public or environment.

Our current work deals with the definition of criteria expressed in lead area concentration
above which particular care must be taken when working with the incriminated matter, in order
to avoid workers-, as well as population exposure. As a function of the obtained results for the
detection methods evaluation, we intent to comp]ete the evaluation study in the Canton of
Geneva.

We would be véry pleased to act as contribtitors to the GAELF’ by sharing our study results
with other partners, and thus helping to achieve better knowledge of this great concern, and
we hope to contribute to the elimination of lead-paint hazards. :
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Staying at your disposal for any complement of information you would need, | remain, Dear
Sir, yours sincerely ‘ '

Marcel Kohler
Directeur
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GLOBAL ALLIANCE TO ELIMINATE LEAD PAINT
INFQRMATIQN ON BECOMING A CONTRIBUTOR

The Global Alliance is a voluntary collaborative initiative to focus and catalyze the efforts of a
diverse range of stakeholders to achieve international goals to prevent children’s exposure to
lead from paint and to minimize occupational exposures to lead paint. The Global Alliance is a
jOInt undertaking of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and
the World Flealth Orgamzatlon (WHO)

WHAT IT MEANS TO BECOME A
CONTRIBUTOR
TO THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE

» Making a commitment to achieving the
overall goals and objectives of the work
-of the Global Alliance.

. Contrlbutmg financially and/or in- kmd

technical expertise to the development &

implementation of activities which help
in achieving the goals and objectives of
the Global Alliance.

» Working in accordance with the
operational framework for the work of
the Global Alliance '

+ Being identified publically as a
contributor on the Global Alliance
website.

* Networking, sharing mformatlon &

- participating with other contributors in
the Global Alliance.

HOW TO BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR TO THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE TO ELIMINATE LEAD PAINT

Organizations and individuals should complete the attached questionnaire to provide | mformatlon on the
specific initiatives being undertaken in support of the overall goals and objectives of the Global Alllance.
The compieted questlonnalre shouid be accompamed by a letter of intent setting out the commitment of
the contributor to the overall goals and obJectwes of the Global All;ance to Eliminate Lead Paint,

that such paint pose. The participation of

- regional bodies, philanthropic orgamzatlons

GOALS AND OBJIECTIVES
OF THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE

The overall goal of the Global Alliance to Elimmate
Lead Paint is to prevent chlldren s exposure to
paints containing lead and to minimize occupational
exposures to lead paint. The broad objective is to
phase out the manufacture and sale of paints
containing lead and eventually to eliminate the risks

representative and interested experis from )
Governments, intergovernmental organlzatlons noen
governmental organizations including civil soaety,

academia, the media and the private sector is
encouraged.
The work-of the Global Alllance is organized in five
focal areas:

® Environmental aspects,

@ Health aspects,

® Worker's health,

@ Legislation and regulation, and

® Outreach to mdustry :

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT UNEP AND WHO AT THE ABOVE ADDRESSES.
HTTP' //WWW.UNEP.ORG/HAZARDOUSSUBSTANCES /

(SECTION ON GAELP)
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Exchange information on safe methods to conduct repair or renovation activiti_e_é on the inferior and exterior of homes and other buildings
that contain lead paint to minimize exposures to residents and workers and to minimize releases to the environment (including from wastes)
that may contribute to future exposures and exchange information on pathways of exposure to lead paint for children and adults




ANNEX - | - :

EXAM PLES OF ACTIVITIES THAT MAY DESCRIBE POSSIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS ¢

Exk:hange information on the effects of lead on health

Exchange information on pathways of exposure fo !ead paint for children and adults

Provide technical expertise in the design and implementation of studies fo estimate the distribution of levels of lead in blood in the
populations of other natioris

Encourage nafions to monitor health to estimate the prevalence of lead in human blood

Buifd capacity and sharing information to monitor haalth to estimate the prevalence of lead in human blood, interested, not expert

Build capacity and providing training to deire[op and maintéin high-guality laboratory testing for lead in blood

Assess the hazards of substitutes for lead compounds in paint

Discuss and building capacity on how to reach health providers, caretakers and parents on how to minimize children’s exposure fo lead
from lead paint hazards as part of efforts to minimize exposures to alt sources of lead exposure in the household

Exchange informafion to promote general public awareness of the hazérds of lead paint

Contributing fo the activities that contribute to national, regional or global achievement of the work of the Global Alliance

Encourage nations to conduct monitoring to estimate the prevalence of lead in the environment
for example, in water, soil and animals)

——

Exchange information on lead levels in paints in various countries

3| Assess the hazards of substitutes for lead compounds in pain

| Encourage nafions to conduct housing surveys to estimate the prevalence of lead paint in their housing stock

Develop guidelines with descriptions of simple analytical methods and test kits to identify lead paints

Build capacity and providing information and knowledge in human and laboratory equipmrent to facilitate laboratory tests for lead paint

Exchange information on methods to make housing and other buildings with lead paint safe for éccupancy by children and pregnant women

Minimize risks of previously applied lead paint in buildings by using effective containment

Enhance the elimination of lead paint in schools and other buildings where children will be present, given children’s susceptibili‘ty. fo lead

Exchange information to promote general public awareness of the hazards of lead paint

Exchange information on safe disposal of lead paint waste

Develop approaches to manage and store waste containing lead paints

Contributing to the activiies that contribute fo national, regional or global achievement of the work of the Global Alliance

Exchange information on safe methods to conduct repair or renovation acfivities on the interior and exterior-of homes and other buildings
that contain lead paint fo minimize exposures fo residents and workers and to minimize releases to the environment (including from wastes)
that may confribute to future exposures '

Discuss steps to teach renovators, painters and other professionals how to minimize children’s exposure to lead from lead paint

Exchange mformatlon on steps to warn workers of their vulnerability and exposure to lead in small sized and medium-sized enterprtses in
parficular in developzng countries

Exchange information to promote general public awareness of the hazards of [ead paint

Contributing to the activities that comtribute to national, regional or globaf achievement of the work of the Global Aliance




Exchange information on naticnai provincial, State and local regulations and Iegrslatlon on lead ooncentrations in paints permitted in
various couniries

Develop guidelines for esfablishing national standards including those that would permit the use only of lead-free paints

Encourage nations to require that only lead-free paint rnay be used in construction activities or renovations being supported with
government funds =

Provide guidance for and information on effective enforcement of national standards, including on how fo avoid smuggling of iead parnt

Build the lega! enforcement capacrty of enwronmental heaith ofﬁcers in ministries, local authontles and mines

Provide international support fo deveioplng countries by de\nsmg further methads to enact comprehenswe legislation to phase out lead
paint completely

Exchange mformation and providing international supportto strengthen and harmonlze ex1st|ng nationai legislation that focuses on
proteciing public heaith in relation fo the phase-out of lead palnt

Build capacrty and pro\ndmg information and knowledge to help ofﬁcrais ina range of ministries to fest for iead paint

Exchange information to promote general public awareness of the hazards of lead pamt

D: Contributing o the activities that contnbute fo nationai reglonai or globai achievement of the work of the Giobai Alliance

Exchange information on labelling and cerfification systems with regard to the presence and concentrations of lead in paint

Discuss and providing technicai assistance on steps that could be taken to phase out lead from paints and surface ooat|ngs such as
lacquers, veneers and powder coafings worldwde

Encourage the use of fi nanelai incentives to support the use of lead-free parnts

Share knowledge on the availability of substitutes to replace lead compounds in paints .

Assess the feasibility of the voluntary phase- out of the production ¢ of fead in palnt in cooperation with busmess and mdustry, including at the
(subjregional level

Encourage wholesalers and retaiters fo halt sales of lead paints

Exchange information on sugg'estions for Warning iabels on new cans of paint alerting users to the health risks that could result if the
surfaces bemg prepared for repainting contain lead paints

Exchange informmation to promote general pubhc awareness of the hazards of lead parnt

Contributing to the activities that confribute fo nationai, regional or globai achievement of the work of the Global Alliance

Transtate GAELP-related materials into national or local ianguages

Disseminate GAELP—reiated materials nationaily or Iocaily

Estabiish a GAELP-related web site in national or local iangeages with links to the GAELP web site

Test the lead content of paints sold or used nationally or locally and disseminate resuits

Mobilize national or local support for [ead paint eiimination within civil society and/or 1he health professions

Undertai(e communlcations actiwties armed at raising public awareness about [ead paint and its hazards and at promoting consumer
avoidance of lead pa[nts

Provide information to national or local manufacturers of lead paints on how to efficiently reformulate their paints

Contribute to the establishment of regional or national voluntary third-party paint certification and labeling programs

Engage in policy diatogue to promote legislation or regulations to prohibit the manufacture, import, sale and use of lead paints

Maniter compliance with national legislation, regulations er standards controliing the lead content of paints manufactured, imported, sold or
used nationally and locally






