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About the Lead Paint Alliance 

• A voluntary partnership  
(2009) 

• Jointly led by WHO and 
UNEP 

• Supported by multi-sector  
UNEP/WHO Advisory Group 

• GOVs, IGOs, NGOs, Industry,  and 
Academia are Alliance  partners 

• GOAL – all countries enact 
lead paint laws by 2020 



Lead Paint Alliance 
Goal - to prevent children’s exposure to paints  
containing lead and to minimize occupational  

exposures to lead paint. 

By 2020 
• All countries have adopted legally binding laws 

• All manufacturers have eliminated use of added lead in  
priority areas 

• 40 countries with national awareness days for  
prevention of lead poisoning with emphasis on risks of  
lead paint 

• 70 partners participating 



• U.S. EPA (Advisory Group Chair) 

• Colombia – Ministry of Environment 

• Kenya – Ministry of Industrialization and Enterprise Development 

• Moldova – Ministry of Health 

• Thailand – Ministry of Health 
• United Nations Environment Programme 

• World Health Organization 

• UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

• AkzoNobel (paint manufacturer) 

• International Paint and Printers Ink Council (IPPIC) 

• Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) 

• IPEN (global network of NGOs) 

• European Commission  
( Observer/co-opted  
member) 

UNEP / WHO Advisory Group for 
the Lead Paint Alliance 



Current Status and Accomplishments 

• New Advisory Group 

• 3 Global Meetings (2010, 
2012 and 2014) 

• Successful global week of  
action in 2013, 2014 and  
2015 

• Additional partners,  
including African  
countries and NGOs 

• ICCM4 Resolution 
(Oct 2015) 







CHINA: 
 
The lead content in all paints 

is limited to between 
90mg/kg (90 ppm) and 

1,000mg/kg (1,000 ppm), 
depending on the use of the 

paint. 

Name of Legislation: 
 
GB18518-2009: Interior decoration materials, solvent-based coatings of harmful 
substances.   
 
GB18582-2008: Indoor decorating and refurbishing materials - Limit of harmful 
substances of interior architectural coatings. GB24408-2009 Limit of harmful 
substances of exterior wall coatings.  
 

Legally binding controls : People’s Republic of China  



Countries with Limits on the Total Lead Concentration (in parts per million (ppm)) 
 



Action Plan for 2015-2017: The primary goal of the  
Alliance is to prevent children’s exposure to paints  

containing lead and to minimize occupational exposures  
to lead paint. 

1. Encourage governments to 
enact lead paint laws 

2. Encourage industry to  
voluntarily stop the  
manufacture and sale of  
lead paint 

3. Increase awareness of the  
health and environmental  
risks posed by lead paint 

4. Increase the number of  
Alliance partners 



• Convince your Governments -without existing legislation- to enact  
lead paint laws by overcoming possible barriers 

• Recognise elements of success of existing laws that you could  
incorporate into efforts in your own country 

• Raise awareness within relevant Ministries in your country 

• Promote stakeholder dialogue in your country on controlling the lead  
content of paint involving your national paint industry and/or other  
stakeholders 

• Input/advice/advocacy to get lead paint on relevant meetings and 
conference agendas e.g. African Union, UNEA2, etc. 

• Encourage governments, NGOs, and industry to become  
partners in the Lead Paint Alliance 

• ……. 

Lead Paint Alliance  

What you can do ? 







PART II. REGULATORY TOOLKIT 



Toolkit for Establishing Laws to 

Control the Use of Lead in Paint 





Introduction to the Toolkit 

1
9 

• Developed by a group of partners of the 
Global  Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (Lead 
Paint  Alliance) 

• Industry, intergovernmental and 
nongovernmental  organizations and government 
representatives  contributed modules 

• Detailed information for those interested in  
establishing legal limits for lead in paints in 
their  countries 



MODULES 

Understanding the 
Problem 

Module: A to C.ii. 

Identifying the 
Market 

Module: D to G 

Taking Action 
Module H (i-v) to J 

Overview of the Toolkit 

The toolkit provides information on why lead is a  public health and 
environmental concern, explains  current testing methods, describes the 

existing paint  market, and how to take actions to establish  regulations on 
lead in paint. 



MODULES 

 
A. Lead Paint 

and the 
Problem  

 

Bi. Health 
Hazards of Lead  

Cii. Analytical 
Methods for 

Measuring Lead in 
Blood  

Ci. Analytical 
Methods for 

Measuring Lead in 
Paint 

Bii. 
Environmental 
Impact of Lead  

Understanding the 
Problem 

Biii. Economic 
Costs 



MODULES 

D. Industry 
Perspective on 
the Elimination 

of Lead Paint 

 
E. Alternatives 
to Lead in Paint 

  

G. Challenges for 
Small and Medium 

Paint  Manufacturers 

Identifying the Paint Market 

 
F. Summary of 
Lead in Paint 

Testing in 
Developing  
Countries 

 



MODULES 

H.i. European Union 
Case Study 

 
I. Conducting lead 
awareness-raising 

campaigns  
  

J. Developing Legal 
Limits on Lead in 

Paint 

Identifying the Paint Market 

H.iii. Uruguay Case 
Study 

H.ii. United States Case 
Study 

H.iv. Philippines  Case 
Study 



For further information about  the Lead Paint 
Alliance,  including 

how to become a partner, go 
to: 

 

www.unep.org/noleadinpaint 
http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/nolea

dinpaint/toolkit  

http://www.unep.org/noleadinpaint
http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/noleadinpaint/toolkit
http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/noleadinpaint/toolkit
http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/noleadinpaint/toolkit
http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/noleadinpaint/toolkit

