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About the Lead Paint Alliance 

• A voluntary partnership 
(2009) 

• Jointly led by WHO and 
UNEP 

• Supported by multi-sector 
UNEP/WHO Advisory Group 

• GOVs, IGOs, NGOs, Industry, 
and Academia are Alliance 
partners 

• GOAL – all countries enact 
lead paint laws by 2020 



 
 

Lead Paint Alliance 
Goal -  to prevent children’s exposure to paints 
containing lead and to minimize occupational 

exposures to lead paint. 
 

 

By 2020 
• All countries have adopted legally binding laws 

• All manufacturers have eliminated use of added lead in 
priority areas 

• 40 countries with national awareness days for 
prevention of lead poisoning with emphasis on risks of 
lead paint 

• 70 partners participating 

 



 
 

Current Status and Accomplishments 

 • New Advisory Group 

 

 



• United Nations Environment Programme 

• World Health Organization 

• UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

• U.S. EPA (Advisory Group Chair) 

• Colombia – Ministry of Environment 

• Kenya – Ministry of Industrialization and Enterprise Development 

• Moldova – Ministry of Health 

• Thailand – Ministry of Health  

• AkzoNobel (paint manufacturer) 

• International Paint and Printers Ink Council (IPPIC) 

• Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) 

• IPEN (global network of NGOs) 

• European Commission  
( Observer/co-opted 
member) 

 
 

UNEP / WHO Advisory Group for  
the Lead Paint Alliance 



 
 

Current Status and Accomplishments 

 

• New Advisory Group 

• 3 Global Meetings (2010, 
2012 and 2014) 

• Successful global week of 
action in 2013, 2014 and 
2015 

• Additional partners, 
including African 
countries and NGOs 

• ICCM4 Resolution  
(Oct 2015) 

 

 

• Kenya 
Kenya National Cleaner Production center 
Kenya Industrial Research and Development 
Institute 
• Niger 
• Republic of Cameroon 
• Tanzania  
• Uganda 
• Centre de Recherche et d'Education pour le 

Développement (CREPD)  
• Eco Ethics Kenya (EEK) 
• Inclusion Ghana  
• Jeunes volontaires pour l'Environnement 

Côte d'Ivoire 
• Kenya Bureau of Standards 
• Pollution Control Association of Liberia  
• Uganda Network on Toxic Free Malaria 

Control (UNETMAC)  
 







 
 



Algeria: Inter-ministerial decree (December 28, 
1997) sets down the list of consumer products 
considered to be toxic or presenting a specific 
hazard, and the list of chemicals whose use is 
prohibited or regulated in the manufacture of 
such products.  
 
This legislation sets the limit for lead in paint at 
5000 mg/kg (5,000 ppm). The national paint 
company that makes 80% of the paints used in 
Algeria does not add lead to the paint.  
 

South Africa: Government Notice No 801 (31 July 2009) Department of Health 
 
Leaded paint is defined as paint containing lead or lead compounds used for decorating 
with a total lead content of 0.06% (600 ppm) and above of the total non-volatile content. It 
can only be handled and sold by licensed individuals and cannot be supplied to anyone 
under 16 yrs. Records must be kept.   
Exclusions to this categorization include industrial paints, paint for road markings, graphic 
art coatings and others. Precautionary labelling is required on paint containing more than 
600 ppm of lead, including that such paints should not be used for domestic purposes or on 
toys or furniture to which children may be exposed. 



 

1. Encourage governments to 
enact lead paint laws 

2. Encourage industry to 
voluntarily stop the 
manufacture and sale of 
lead paint 

3. Increase awareness of the 
health and environmental 
risks posed by lead paint 

4. Increase the number of 
Alliance partners   

 
 

Action Plan for 2015-2017: The primary goal of the 
Alliance is to prevent children’s exposure to paints 

containing lead and to minimize occupational exposures 
to lead paint. 

 

 



 
 

• Convince your Governments -without existing legislation- to enact 
lead paint laws by overcoming possible barriers 

• Recognise elements of success of existing laws that you could 
incorporate into efforts in your own country 

• Raise awareness within relevant Ministries in your country 

• Promote stakeholder dialogue in your country on controlling the lead 
content of paint involving your national paint industry and/or other 
stakeholders 

• Input/advice/advocacy to get lead paint on relevant meetings and 
conference agendas e.g. African Union, UNEA2, etc. 

• Encourage governments, NGOs, and industry to become  
partners in the Lead Paint Alliance 

• ……. 

Lead Paint Alliance  

What you can do ? 



 
 

For further information about 
the Lead Paint Alliance, 

including  
how to become a partner, go 

to: 
 

www.unep.org/noleadinpaint  
THANK YOU !!! 

 

http://www.unep.org/noleadinpaint

