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PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION QF THE PROTOCOL
CONCERNING
CO-OPERATION IN COMBATING POLLUTION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA
BY QIL AND OTHER HARMFUL SUBSTANCES
IN CASES OF EMERGENCY

The Protocol complenents, in a specific field, the Convention
for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea which can be viewed as
an agreement-framework defining a general obligation to take "all
appropriate measures ... tO prevent, abate and combat pollution of
the Mediterranean Sea area ...".

It came into force on 12 February 1978 at the same time as
the Convention and the Protocol related to dumping operations did.
It was ratified by all Mediterranean States and the European
Economic Commnity, with the exception of Albania.

The Protocol deals ‘with all massive pollutions resulting from
accidental causes or an accumulation of small discharges., It ap~
plies to oil as well as other harmful substances (Article 1). '

The commitment which the Contracting Parties to the Protocol
have entered into entails:

(1) National Contingency Plans (Article 3)

"The Parties shall endeavour to maintain and promote ...
their contingency plans and means for combating ...".

The situation concerning the National Contingency Plans
is given in ANNEX (I). Although almost all Mediterra-
nean countries have %studied this problem and developed
projects, only half of them (eight) have officially
conpleted a National Plan.

(ii) Dissemination of information (Article 6)

This commitment for reciprocal information has not really
been applied up to now. Therefore, it was examined again
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(iii)

(iv)

(v)

and codified in the Guidelines which were accepted in
September 1987 at the Fifth Ordinary Meeting in Athens.

Monitoring activities covering the Mediterranean Sea
and instructions to be given to captains of ships
{Article 8)

Besides a few sporadic actions, national authorities have
not apparently issued instructions to the captains of
ships and aircraft pilots registered in the Mediterranean,
for the application of these comnitments,

Globally, the good will manifested by the Contracting
Parties when signing the Convention and this Protocol

is difficult to concretise in fact. Theoretically,
the Ordinary Meetings of the Contracting Parties to the
Barcelona Convention are also Ordinary Meetings of the
Parties to this Protocol but their agenda is always too
full for its practical application to be dealt with in
depth.

At last, the Protocol (Article 11) refers to the creation
of sub-regional centres. This possibility is not cur-
rently considered. However, this should not lessen the
efforts in promoting bilateral or multilateral agreements
on operational co-operation such as propounded in Article
3 relating to contingency plans.

It will also be noted that the Protocol concerns, for oil
and other harmful substances:

. all accidents causing or likely to cause pollution of
the sea;

. the presence, characteristics and extent of spillages
oObserved at sea.

Therefore it applies to all maritime situations resulting
from the transport as well as from exploration and ex-—
ploitation of the sea-bed.
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L. EXISBTING PLANS

ANNEX
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FATIOPE CONTINGENCY FLANS IN TR MODITERRAMEAN

GROGRARY ICAL MOST SENSITIVE AREAS METHD OF OOMENTING FESECNSIRLR MIDDRITIES OF THE H.AN
CONTRY COVERNGE: CO-CROTHPA IO COMEATIG
OF THE PLAN
BGYFT territorial + GUIE of Suez « Prevention Oo~ordinatfon betweens Operatioml Certee in the
waters - Suez Camf « Gontrol Macitime and Tort Auttorities, Ports and Lightbounse
« Alexadria area + Recovary and chemical Minietry of Daferce, coastal Mmintstation, Mlexandria,
treatment, when needed Governogatas and Petroleum ™o mb-centrent
Sector sidl rerlr (West of
Alexandria), Rag Gherlh
(Gulk of Sumz)
fTANCE constal and . pocts « protection Special co-ordination growp, Préfet Maritim (at sea)
high seas . fish and shellfish « prevertion (ghtering, set up by the Ministry of the Qmiseates de Ja
reproduction areas contaimment) Interior fépubliqe and tooal
« touristic amas . recovery Authorities (on land)
. ecologically sensitive « chemical treatment, {f
W2 areas poasible and necessary
GREECE territorial ~ case by case - Permarent. Advisory Central Hallenic thest Guard
watars Oomiittee
ISPARL ~ cass by case - General. Staff tegether with fnti-pollution units in
representatives of the the Mediterrarean and
R Ministry of the Interior, the Red Sea
Teanoport, Ammy, Folice amd
torts Arthorities
TTALY territorial » tores of heawy teaffic « contairment Yermanent co-ordination Bead of Marine Degactamnt
waters and «» coastal zones with dence « tecovery in the containment | Comittee, presided by a
. high seas tanker traffic 20ne reprenontative of the
» touristis s ecolagically « chemical treatment on Hinfetry of Merchant Marine
censitive sones the outside of this sone,
if recesaary
SPAIN terr ftorial « areas with fishing resources} . in acoordance with National Comission formed by Hachour Moster with an
waters amd . touristic areas recomendatfona of 1MD experts from the Merchant operatiom) crew for
. high mas poliution mernts Marine, Navy, Minlstries of zones urder Juriodiction
Ficheries, Health, Ports and
Envirorfrent
TURKEY » entremaly criticsl zores General Departrent of Maritime | Regiomil and smib-tegional
« dangerous zomes Trapport centres
« legs dangeroud 7ones
A/ MOVCD has its own NCP within the French Plan POIMAR !3“] Maritime Reglon)
2, PLANS URDER PREPARATION
OOUNTRY FESPCNSTIELE AUDDRITIES FROPNITE INTE LOCAL CONTRNGRILY FLANE ASSISINNCE FROM RO
€F IMPIEMENTATICH IN FORCE
ALGERIA Ministdre de 1'tydeaulique, de 1988 Tonker terminmales Arzew, « decumentation
L'Ewviromement et des Forfts Skikda, Bejula, Alger. « training
« C2oe Btuiy
CYFRIS Fisheriea Department, Ministry of 1988 « training
Agriculture ard Matural Remources « NCP revialon project
« patioml training course in 1983
ML Ministry of Blucation » training
Baviromment Department « asslstame In NCP prepuratfon in 1977
MROD Ministire o 1'fabitat et de 1980 Oombating coerationa organized | o training
1*Améregenent do Territoire, by tha Civil Protection . asaistarce in the preparation of P
HMiniotdre des Techeg et da 1a - (Ministry of the Interior) in 1981
Marine Marchande
SYRIA Ministry of Tranwgport, « trainim
Ports Department + etidy of NP draft-profect
TMNISIA Hinistére dos Tranport, 1987 + training
Hiniethre de 1'Industie, + assigtarce in the prepaeation of P in
Ministire de 1a Déferce Hationels 1978 and 1996
YUOSLAVIA Fedaral Comittee for Agriculture Tortz and tanker temmimls « training
Department for Water Management (Rijeka and Kcper)
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