|

@ V"P?‘:\q\) Distr.
@ United Nations 8% SR
' To apriz 1084
Environment
Programme Originals

English

e

XVII Meeting of the Inter-Agency Advisory
Committee (IAAC) for MED POL

Athens, 9 - 13 April 1984

MINUTES



UNEP/IAAC-XVII/1
page 1

INTRODUCTION

l. The Meeting was convened by the Co-ordinating Unit for the Mediterranean
Action Plan in collaboration with the Regional Seas Programme Activity Centre
of UNEP. All Co-operating Agencies (FAC, WHO, WMO, UNESCO, IOC and IAEA) were
invited to attend the meeting which took place at the office of MED UNIT in
Athens, on 9 April 1984 (see list of participants attached as Annex I).

Agenda item 1 - QOpening of the Meeting

2. A. Manos opened the Meeting welcoming the participénts. He briefly
summarized the main achievements of MED POL since the last IAAC Meeting was
convened (November 1983) and stated the importance of this Meeting in view of
the coincidence with the Extraordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to
the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution
and its related protococls.

Agenda item 2 - Review of MED POL activities implemented since November 1983

3. A. Cruzado informed the participants of the main achievements of MED POL,
focussing on the monitoring activities, where he informed of four completed
agreements. He also stated that assistance had been provided to Cyprus,
Israel and Yugoslavia and training had been organized in Yugoslavia and
Cyprus. 1In addition, efforts were being made in order to keep all scientists
participating in MEP POL informed of the progress of the work and integrate
them better in the programme.

4, The representative of IAEA informed the group that, in the framework of
the monitoring activities, the instruments that the organization had been
asked to purchase for participating laboratories in Cyprus had been acguired.
He informed that, as to'Yugoslavia, although all arrangements for purchasing
the instruments requested had been completed, the purchase action had to be
delayed due to the fact that the funds were not available in the early part of
1984. For the same reason, the training of Yugoslav scientists had to be
postponed until the funds became available. The IAEA representative also
stressed that the ILMR should be informed well in advance about the expected
dates of training in order to organize their work for achieving effective
training. He also reported on the results of the intercalibration exercise
for heavy metals and chlorinated hydrocarbons, where, respectively, 20 and 10
samples had been sent out with, until the present moment, a relatively low
response. He anncunced that the new sample (shrimp) was ready for
distribution and that it could be announced to the participating institutes,
while the fish sample would be ready during autumn 1984.

5. The FAO representative reported on the progress in the organization of the
Meeting on the testing of Reference Methods to be held in Rome, 4-8 June 1984,
He informed on the expected number of participants as well as on the Reference
Methods to be discussed. He also informed that, once the meeting will have
provided comments hnd amendments on the Methods, IIMR in Monaco would
incorporate the changes and £finalize the methods. He alsc mentioned the
purchase of equipment provided through FAO and the recruitment of consultants
and training of perscnnel in the framework of the assistance component.
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6. The WHO representative reported that, in the framework of the monitoring,
equipment had been ordered for Israel and Yugoslavia, as requested. Aas to the
preparation of the Reference Methods, he informed the group that Reference
Method No. 1 had bheen revised at the MED UNIT, that the Methods on BOD/COD,
Phosphorus and Nitrogen would be ready by the end of May, and that new Methods
on pathogenic organisms would be ready by 30 April. As to the
intercalibration exercise on the MF Method, he informed of some problems being
encountered in the preparation of the exercise in Greece, where the MPN Method
was more in use. He also informed that another intercalibration exercise
would be organized in Tunisia in October.

7. The IOC and UNESCO representative reported on the intercalibration
exercigse on petroleum hydrocarbons being carried out. From about 100 addresses
approached, 13 had indicated an interest in participating and therefore
received samples for analysis. O©Of these, 11 had returned results and a
complete analysis of the exercise is expected to be ready early in May. As to
the preparation of a new DRIFTEX experiment in the eastern Mediterranean, it
was considered important that the report of the first DRIFTEX experiment (for
the western basin) be finalized by the UNEP secretariat before launching a new
one. The International IAEA/UNESCO Centre in Trieste was reported as being
ready to collaborate to the new DRIFTEX experiment at no cost. The group was
informed by the IOC/UNESCO representative that preliminary contacts had been
made with Dr. Albaigés to organize a meeting in Barcelona on the Reference
Methods on the analysis of dissolved/dispersed petroleum hydrocarbons as well
as on microlayer sampling. A beach tar exercise could be also associated with
this meeting, but he £felt that this should be further discussed. He also
informed that the draft Reference Method on monitoring of tar on beaches had
been prepared and that the Method for determination of petroleum hydrocarbons
had been put in UNEP format. During the meeting he also distributed a copy of
I0C Manual and Guides No. 13 on Methods for monitoring of petroleum
hydrocarbons.

8. The representative of WMO reported on the installation of two high volume
samplers in France and Yugoslavia in the framework of the monitoring of
transport of pollutants through the atmosphere. Two additional high wvolume
samplers were ready to be distributed and contacts had already been taken as
for their installation in Italy (Trapani) and Greece or Turkey. A joint WMO,
IAEA (in charge of the analysis of the samples) and UNEP visit to the two
operating stations in France and Yugoslavia was .considered important and the
WMO representative was asked to make arrangements to make it possible. Purther
arrangements to implement the parts of the MED POL for which WMO is
responsible would be discussed at a meeting to be arranged in Geneva between
WMO and UNEP staff in early May.

Agenda item 3 ~ Research activities 3 status of development and follow-up
activities

9. The UNEP secretariat distributed at the meeting suwpmary tables listings
1)y all research projects received and processed up to end of 1983; 2) all new
1984 research projects, and 3} all 1983 research proposals not yet cleared
which possibly needed further negotiations. Tables 2) and 3) were analysed
and discussed and, as updated, are attached as Annex II.
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10. A number of remarks were made in connection with the procedure for further
implementation of research activities. In particular the group decided that,
in line with the recommendations of the WGSTC, new aqreements and extensions
would be reviewed after 15 March deadline and that a progress scientific
report should be required at the end of the year and that each agreement
should be stipulated for a period going, each year, from lst July to 30 June
of the following year.

Agenda item 4 - Publication of scientific reports of research activities

1l. In introducing this agenda item, the secretariat distributed a draft
outline of a publication that the MED UNIT intended to publish in regular
series. The publication would contain the full scientific reports of the
scientists participating in MED POL and had -the main purpose of circulating
scientific information and results among scientists and governments. Each
report was agreed to contain no more than 15/20 pages including figures and
tables. A first issue containing the already available reports to be provided
by the Co-operating Agencies after reviewing their contents will be published
with no delay in order to solicit additional contributions. fThe outline of
the document is attached as Annex III.

12. The IOC/UNESCO representative expressed concern that, since these
organizations did not receive any additional support for that work, the large
amount of editing implied by the propcsed procedure would add a further burden
on the secretariats.

Agenda item 5 -~ Adoption of the Minutes and closure of the Meeting

13, The draft minutes were circulated for comments and approval during the
Extraordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention
that all Agencies' representatives attended. Some amendments were given to
the secretariat and were incorporated into the minutes.
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Marine Scientist
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Telex: 222611 MEDU GR
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Co~ordinating Unit for the Mediterranean Action Plan
Leoforos Vassileos Konstantinou 48

GR11635 Athens

Tel: 724 4536
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Cable: UNITERRA ATHENS



UNEP/IARC-XVII/L
Annex I
page 3

Mr. S. KECKES

Director

Regional Seas Programme Activity Centre
United Nations Environment Programme
Palais des Nations
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Telex: 28877 UNEP CH
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Mr. A. MANOS

Co-ordinator

United Nations Environment Programme
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I. LIST, BY AGENCY, OF RESEARCH PROPOSALS FOR FURTHER 1 -15
NEGOTIATIONS

II., LIST OF 1984 RESEARCH PROPOSALS 16 - 23
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Note:
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This document has been prepared by the Co-ordinating Unit for the
Mediterranean Action Plan of the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), in co-operation with Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ), World Health Organization (WHO), TWorld
Meteorological Organization {WMO}, nited Nations  Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCQ), Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) and International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) under project ME/0502-81-01(2298).

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this
document dc not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the organizations mentioned above concerning the legal status
of any State, Territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimination of their frontiers or boundaries,
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Foreword

The Long-term Programme for Pollution Monitoring and Research (MED POL -
PHASE 1I) is the environmental assessment component of the Mediterranean
Action Plan which is part of the UNEP's Regional Seas Programme. Its
programme was adopted by the Contracting Parties t¢ the Barcelona Convention
participating in the Mediterranean Action Plan in 198l (UNEP/IG.23/11l) and
will last until 1990. The MED POL ~ PHASE II activities are carried out by
national laboratories dJdesignated by the Mediterranean Governments and are
co-ordinated by UNEP's Co-ordinating Unit for the Mediterranean Action Plan,
in close co-operation with six Co-operating Agencies, (FAC, WHO, WMO, UNESCO,
I0C and IAEA}, responsible in particular for the day-to-day co-ordination of
the research activities.

The MED POL - PHASE II programme 1is divided into two different groups of
activities involving, respectively, monitoring and research.

- The monitoring activities are organized through National Monitoring
Programmes; they include a monitoring of sources of pollution, of
coastal and reference areas and of the transport of pollutants through
the atmosphere.

- The research activities are based on individual research projects
carried out by officially designated national research centres . 'The
projects are carried out under agreement between the Agency and the
national research centre, for a duration of a year, after their
scientific and financial implications have bheen assessed by the
relevant Co-operating Agency .

The present document is part of a series which intends to include the
scientific reports of participants in the programme and more in particular in
the development of the research activities of MED POL - PHASE II, The
document has been prepared by the Co~ordinating Unit of the Mediterranean
Action Plan after the reports have been reviewed by the relevant Co-operating
Agency.

Scientific Report

Title of report

~ Principal Investigator
~ QOther contributors

- Introduction and objectives of research

- Material, methods and area of investigation
-~ Results and discussion

- Conclusions

- References

Note: The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this
document do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of UNEP and
that of the Co-operating Agencies,



