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MEDITERRANEAN ACTION ALAN

CONSULTATION ON DATA PROCESSNG REQUIREMENTSFORMAP

Athens 14-15 March 1985

Frel Repart

1 Themedingwasopaned by Mr. Aldo Manos Co-ardirgtor of the Meditaraneen Adion Hlan, who
geveanovaview of theaurant adivitiesof MAP. He stressad thet thismesting wes desgned to
prepareaplan for datlaoparaionswithin the Sx geogrgohically ssperate oanreswhich conditute the
MAP co-ardirgting newark, teking into aocount thenesd for éfiaent usedf limited econromicad
parsomd resources Thisplan, inthefom of therepart of the consutation, would besuomiitted to the
BExecutive Directar of UNEPfor guidancein the preparation of datarrdated agpadts of the proposasfor
1986-87 to be presented to the next sesson of the Conference of Contracting Patiesto the Barodona
Convertion (Genoa, Itay, September 1935).

2. TheAgada sshowninAmex | wasgaroved Thelig of patidpantsisin Amnex 1. Mr. L. JHtic
dhared themedting and Mr. P. Lessadted as seoretary/rgpporteLr.

3. Intregenad dsoussonwhichfdlowed, it wesagread thet, dthoughtheam of MAPisto aegtea
gentific bessfor intametiond co-gparaioninenvironmentd manegamant of theMeditaraneen Sg a
purdy soentific goproech towark programmear toitsdataprocessing agpedtsisinaffidat. Themgor
tesk isthet of co-ardingtioninduding finendd and prgedt maenegamant, preparation of medingsand
mananng gopropriatelinkswith dl partidpeing arganisstions

4.  Iltwesfuther agread thet, dthough detacdllected peaifically for MAR, through MEDPOL and other
dfarts mug fam thebeasfor saentific assessmatt, ather infametion aurently held inlocations auisde
the MAP nework would dso need to beussd. Theseddtafilesshould nat berepested ssMAPfiles
but should berefared to and abodiracted by the exparts concamed in rdaion to goedific prgedts o
adivities Inmany casesthiswould requirethe use of computer fadllitiesmore sophigticated then thoseto
bemede pemenatly avallddeto MAP. It wesnat presantly intended thet MAPfilesor computer
g/damswould, inthamsdves beauffident for sophidicated mocHling of themaineervironmat o the
Medtaraneen Ssa

5. Thenedfor adeguete methods of detaand word processng documant interchange betwean cantres
wasdressd. It wasnated thet, for word processing, thisishbest done by having equipmeant fromthe
samemanufedure & dl oatresif such proved pradicablein tams of mantenenceand opaaion. With
regard tothetrander of large quantities of detaithe | OC/ ODE rgresantaivee introduced the conoept of
GR3 adandardizad st of detainterdhengefamétsfar megnetic tgpe data, Sating thet IODE would be
willingto assd intheinrodudion of GF3 assaMAP detainterdnengefonet.
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Thecomauitant repart prepered by Dr. Alegic of Y ugodaviawes disoussad and partidpentsagresd with
thesaordaiat condusion thet it destribad enided Stustion with respect to saientific detaprocessing, but
thet it downgraded the nesdsfor word processing and adminigraive and finendd co-ordingtion
processing much too severdy. They acogated thecondusion thet Wang ecuipment could fulfil the
mgarity of presant and antidipeted nesds and thet thelarge sScdle use of databese techndogy wesnat
neoessaily advissble, dthough sl detabeseswould prolebly beussd edersively. Inthecasedf the
Blue Hanit weas aoogpted thet thesetwo condusonsdd nat goply. Disgopainimeant was exqressed by
the Diredtar of the Rianity AdionrsHan RAC thet Dr. Alegic hed nather visted thiscarntrenor tekeniits
nedsinto aooount adeoetdy.

Aningedion of thecurent equipmeant far the Co-ardingting Unit wesfdlowed by dsoussonsresuting
inarecommanddtion thet the configuration should be supdlemantsd by aWang FC tamind in 1985
(for dsketteexdnange), and by an additiond disk unit and interadtive tdecommunications cgpetallitiesfor
connedtion to ather computersin 1986, Theaguisition of coestd mepping softwarewes conddered
necessaty and it was hopead thet thiscould be achieved without cogt to MAP.

Thenssdsd the BlueHan for redacemant of the Digitd Equipment VAX computer, previody
avaladethrough MEDEAS weredsoussed in ddal. Two dtemetive praposashed been mede by
the Blue Han ssordaiat; hireof equipment through acontrad with PRINCIPIA (aprivate deta
processing organisation located adjaoant to the Blue Hlan premises); or purdhesedf aVAX for
exdusveBlueHanuse

Thecontract with PRINCIRLA was acogated by patidpantsasthe anly feesldemathod of dloning
detaprocessng for the Blue Ran during 1986, At thistimeno corfidentid detavwould beinvaved andit
wastherdfore recommended that 1985 fundsbe usad for procesaing a PRINCIRA.

Nather of thetwo methods suggested was conddered as optimd for theperiod 1986-1987. A
continued contract with FRINCIFIA would invalvethe use of corfidentid MED POL ddaona
commadd aganizationsmeching and thisweasdredly in gopostion to adedson by the Contradting
Paties Thepurdiesedf aVAX compute by the Blue Hanwould invalve additiondl codsand cause
dfficutiesshould the Blue Han ceeseto gparatein SophiaAntipdlis

Orefuther dtardive, thet of processing over alesssd detallink to the Intamationdl Computing Carntre
inGenevawasthen suggedted. It wasdedded thet the cogtsof thisshould beinvedigeted and, if they
proved lower then the proposad VAX purdiese cogswith comparadle savicebaing medeavalable,
thisatamaiveshould beimpamantad. It wesnoted thet uch adnengedf equipment wouldinvalve
addtiond aodtsto the Blue Han far rgarogramming, but would have benditsin thelong runinduding
those assodiaied with continued acoessif the Blue Hlan wereto ceesetto oparate dter 1987. Forword
prooessing and documeant exchege cgpdhllitiesthe Blue Han RAC should be provided withaWang
PCamila tothet intheather locations
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Theprindpled Supplying esch of the RACsin Mdta Tunisand Sdit withaWang O1S50ward
processor unit, induding onenomnd wark sation, aneWang Prafessond Computer (PC) and one
daisy whed printer (codting gopraximeatey $20,000), ws acogpted asabedsfor oparationsin eech of
thesecanires Patiapenisagread thet, epadidly inthe cases of Split and Mdta, thenesd wasurgant
and they recommended thet ordersbe plaoad as soon aspossble

For the Rianity AdionsProgranme RAC the medting further recommended thet the proposed Wang
word processor should havefadlitiesfor comnedion to large maindframe computer. For thispurpose
PARRACwIll provideaful cod edimetefor indusioninthe budget documentsfor thened medting of
the Contrading Paties

For theRegiandl Ol Combeting Canre, partidpentsfully supported the request thet gopropriate
budgetsbe dlocated far computer word processing equipmat, aslisged above: Thesefundsshauld be
providedin 1985, if & dl posshle Inorder toimprove ROCC tdex fadlities equipment coding upto
$3000 shoud bemedeavalablein 1986.

For the Soaadly Patetted Arees RAC the besc word processing equipment listed above wes
recommeanded, with no need for additiond fadlitiesbeing foressan for the pariod 1986-198.

Conddaabledsousson took placewith regard to the provison of maintenencefadlitiesfor theRAC
equipmat. Themeaing acogated the sscrdtariat proposd thet the |AEA dedronicenginesr (Mr.
Baisc) who mantanssaentific dedronic equipmant on barelf of MAP, should betranadinWang
OlSad PCmantenance They further recommendiad thet, indieed of the ssordiariat Suggestion of
providing aneparehigh quelity printer for tamporaty redlacamant of any defedtive RAC printer, eech
RAC shaud beequipped with alocaly avalable (end meintaineble) FC printer & acod of about
$1,000 per unit.

Patiapertsfet thet the peper for themesting prepered by the saordariat hed been an extramdy usdiul
dooument which expressad thered nesdsof MAP cantresfor computer ussgeand stidfied these
nesdsasneatly aspossblewithin thecondraints of limited expenditureand getfing. They
recommanded thet it bemodified inthelight of dsoussonsat themeding and rassuad asaninteyated
Oetaprocessing planfor MAP.

Themedingdosad a 11.30on 15March 1986.
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Agaa

1 Opaingd themeding
2 Approvd of Agada
3. Disussondf genard dyedtivesand methodalogy for MAPdda
4. Disusson o spedficitamsrdativeto eech oarire
(3 TheCoardinging Unit (Atheny)
(b) TheBlueHanRAC
(© TheRegan Oil Combetting Cartre
(d) TheRiaity AdionrsProgranmeRAC
(6 TheSpaadly Prateted AressRAC
(f) Thel AEA Intametiondl Leboratory of Marine Redicedtivity

5. Adoption of repart induding recommendationson genard prinaples
shart and long tem djedtives enuipment and personndl

6. Closred themeding
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Mr.N.C. Hamming

Diredtor of MIAS
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Surey GU88B5

United Kingdom

Td. No. (42879) 4141
Telex No. 853833 OCEANS G

Mr. Duncen Madkinder

Computer SavicssUnit,
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TheHebaium
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Ridmond, Surey, TWO3AE
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Maine Sdentit

Mr. |. Dharat

RogrammeOffiosr
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Mr. A. Manos

Co-ordingtor

MsM. Maquet
Admindrative Officer
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