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Report of the meeting 

 

Introduction 

 

The regional meeting on PRTR and pollution indicators was held on 16-17 June 2014 at the kind 

invitation of the Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation of Turkey, in Ankara, at the Bera Hotel.  

 

The regional meeting addressed two main agenda items focusing on PRTR and pollution indicators 

with the main objective to agree on a number of recommendations for the consideration in the future 

meeting of MED POL Focal Points as well as to the SEIS project Steering Committee as appropriate.  

 

 

Participation 

 

The meeting was attended by the following Contracting Parties: Albania, Algeria, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Montenegro, Morocco, Slovenia, Spain, 

Tunisia, Turkey, and the following observers: Jordan and Palestine. The UNEP/MAP Secretariat was 

represented by the Coordinating Unit, MED POL Programme, EEA, INFO/RAC and RAC/Blue Plan.  

 

The full list of participants is attached as Annex I to the present report. 

 

 

Agenda item 1.  Opening of the meeting  

 

Mr Habib El Habr, UNEP/MAP Deputy Coordinator and MED POL OIC opened the meeting with 

stressing the importance of the progress made by PRTR initiatives in the MED region with the 

Secretariat support, as recommended during the 4th meeting of Barcelona Convention. He also 

highlighted the need for data generation, collection and sharing at national and regional levels for the 

purpose of both reporting in the framework of SEIS initiative and H2020 reporting, among other 

MEAs, and tracking the progress on pollution reduction. 

 

Mr. Murat Turan, representative of the Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation of Turkey, 

welcomed the participants and stressed the importance of working towards the consolidation of PRTR 

and pollution indicators in the region and wished the participants a successful meeting. 

 

 

Agenda item 2.  Election of officers 

 

In accordance with Rules of procedures for meetings and conferences of the Contracting parties, the 

meeting elected a chair person, three vice-chair persons and one rapporteur as follows:  

 

Chair: Murat Turan (Turkey) 

Vice-Chair: Mr. Khalid Lalami (Morocco) 

Vice-Chair: Mr Hassan Hoteit (Lebanon) 

Vice-Chair: Iñigo de Vicente (Spain) 

Rapporteur: Ms. Mateja Poje (Slovenia) 

 

Agenda item 3.  Adoption of the Agenda and Organization of Work 

 

(a) Adoption of the Agenda 

 

The Provisional agenda contained in document UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG. 399/1 was adopted and 

appears as Annex II to the present report. 

 

(b) Organization of work 
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It was agreed that the meeting would be held in plenary with English and French simultaneous 

interpretation, with the consideration of smaller working groups for reviewing in depth, completing 

and discussing the table related to pollution indicators.  

 

 

Agenda item 4.  PRTR in the Mediterranean: Progress of Pilot projects in 6 countries in 

the framework of ENPI SEIS project (Egypt, Israel, Palestine, Morocco, Lebanon, and Tunisia) 

 

(a) Regional presentation on progress and lessons learnt 

(b) National presentations by PRTR country experts 

 

 

The Secretariat presented the document UNEP (DEPI)/MED WG. 399/Inf.3) that addresses the 

progress achieved and the lessons learned regarding the implementation of the PRTR component of 

the SEIS project.  

 

The presentation introduced the institutional framework for PRTR and pointed out the importance of 

emission inventories, and PRTR in particular, to build any environmental quality plan. The typical 

implementation structure of a PRTR pilot project and the common PRTR activities to SEIS projects 

2013-2014 were described and the status of the projects in Egypt, Tunisia, Lebanon, Morocco and 

Palestine were also summarized.  

To conclude the presentation, main lessons learned and proposed next steps were raised for latter 

discussion by the meeting.  

 

Afterwards, national representatives presented their respective PRTR pilots: Turkey, Lebanon, 

Morocco, Egypt and Palestine, and national representatives from consolidated PRTR systems also 

presented their experiences (Israel and Spain).  

 

The meeting embarked a discussion on the difficulties faced so far and showed concern on future steps 

for the consolidation of PRTR systems. The main challenges generally agreed by the meeting were the 

following: 

 

 Longer time required to consolidate a PRTR system at national level. 

 Legal framework generally missing in pilot countries need to be established.  

 Participation of industries is on voluntary basis. Efforts should be made to encourage 

industries from different sectors to participate in the process.  

 Different mechanisms, e.g. economic instruments, should be further studied to motivate 

and engage industry in PRTR projects. 

 The different lists of pollutants and activities obtained by the pilots depending on the 

involved sectors need to be checked against Barcelona Convention and NBB substances 

and sectors. 

 A correct use of emission factors should be ensured and validated, taking into account that 

a number of countries have developed or will develop their own national emission factors 

based on information available at national level. 

 Capacity building needs to be enhanced. The training workshops in the countries should 

be longer; considerations should be given to the training of trainers. 

 There is a need to strengthen the institutional framework with regards to data flow and 

their quality assurance/validation. 
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Agenda item 5.  Review of draft PRTR guidelines 

 

The Secretariat presented the document UNEP DEPI (MED WG399.3) on the review of the PRTR 

draft guidelines. The presentation entailed the different parts of the document and a brief description 

of each section.  

 

The presentation and the contents of the proposed PRTR guidelines were divided into the 3 following 

parts that were also structured in the respective subsections: 

 

PART I INTRODUCTION TO PRTR 

PART II FACILITY IDENTIFICATION – INFORMATION 

PART III CHEMICAL SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

 

The meeting generally acknowledged the work done on the PRTR guidelines and a general review was 

carried out embarking a discussion regarding the potential weaknesses/lacks identified, particularly 

regarding a set of minimum common references at regional level which would simplify the adoption 

of the guidelines by countries. The meeting also requested as a priority issue a PRTR road map 

defining next steps from a policy point of view. 

 

Regarding the PRTR guidelines, it was agreed for the countries to provide written feedback and 

comments on the guidelines by 15 July 2014 to the Secretariat. In addition, the Secretariat was 

requested to complement the guidelines through additional annexes to take into account the following 

issues: 

 

• List of chemicals, 

• List of potential activities, 

• Simple table of emission factors, 

• Simple table of content of a PRTR regulatory act/law takıng ınto account the reportıng 

requırements under the Barcelona Conventıon and LBS Protocol as well as to consıder for thıs purpose 

the model provıded by the Aarhus Conventıon and ıts the Kıev Protocol as approprıate. 

 

With the view to support countries in the long run, the Secretariat was requested, in the framework of 

MAP and H2020 Programme of work, to work further on the following topics: 

 

 Develop PRTR legal framework based on a review of gaps, limitations and options among 

Mediterranean countries. 

 Agree on a common priority list of chemicals, activities and emission factors among all 

the countries as appropriate. 

 Provıde assıstance to countrıes to valıdate the emission factors based on local condıtıons 

as approprıate. 

 Develop a PRTR regıonal road map based on the legislation framework and priorities 

identified above tackling SMEs. 

 Undertake capacity building for multi-stakeholders including industrial establishments, 

ministry of industry and ministry of environment. 

 

Finally, the Secretariat was requested to hold another expert meeting to review the revised PRTR 

guidelines as well as the next steps and PRTR road map to produce a final version for further 

consideration by the future MED POL FP meeting in 2015 and its approval. 

 

 

Agenda item 6.  H2020 Indicators 

 

The EEA and the Secretariat introduced the document UNEP (DEPI)/MED WG. 399/4 on H2020 

indicators factsheets. The presentation entailed the context of the Horizon 2020 initiative and 

structure, existing information and networks, the fact sheets for the six H2020 indicators and the way 

forward. 
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The meeting welcomed the work done on H2020 indicators and several countries shared their 

experiences and difficulties for data generation, collection and sharing at national and regional levels 

for the purpose of reporting. The following barriers were pointed out: 

 

a) in applying those indicators at a functional (river basin) rather than 

administrative level  

b) availability of time series 

c) estimation versus measurements 

d) quality assurance and data validation 

e) access to data 

 

 

Agenda item 7.  MEDPOL (ECAP-Marine pollution Indicators/Regional Plans/NAP) 

Indicators 

 

The Secretariat introduced the document UNEP(DEPI)/MED.WG.399/5 on the list of MED POL 

indicators that was submitted to the MED POL FP meeting in March 2014 (Annex E of the NAP 

update guidelines), for the purpose of following up the implementation of the National Action Plans in 

the framework of the LBS Protocol of the Barcelona Convention.  

 

The document contained the first review of the list of the potential NAP follow up and reporting 

indicators; proposed a methodology based on criteria developed by UNE/MAP Plan Bleu, as well as 

some criteria suggested by the MED POL FP in March 2014; and a scoring system to prioritize the 

indicators. Only the mandatory nature criteria was scored by the Secretariat, the rest of scores were to 

be discussed during the meeting. 

 

For this purpose, the list of indicators ordered by topic was split into three lists and the participants of 

the meeting were split into three working groups to address each of them. The three groups addressed 

the following topics: 

a) Waste (MW and HW);  

b) Air and industrial emissions and  

c) WW, ECAP and NAP indicators. 

 

The working groups reviewed the proposed list of indicators, and used the proposed matrix to score 

the indicators. For a number of indicators the participants suggested that further work was required 

(title, description, unit) to be in a position to score them in the future. 

 

The meeting agreed that for some indicators they would like to get specific feedback from their 

national experts. Therefore it was agreed for the countries to provide additional feedback and scoring 

as appropriate by 15 July 2014 to the Secretariat. 

 

Based on the feedback and tentative scoring received by the meeting, The Secretariat will work on the 

proposed list of indicators to further develop different elements and scoring. 

 

This list will be submitted to the MED POL FP meeting in late autumn 2014 for their prioritization 

and final selection. 

 

 

Agenda item 8.  Mutual potential synergies on indicators and reporting of MEDPOL 

(ECAP-Marine pollution/Regional Plans/NAP) and H2020 indicators 

 

The meetıng apprecıated the work done to ensure synergıes wıth regards to ındıcators and reportıng 

among UNEP MAP and H2020 and encouraged further cooperatıon on thıs matter. 
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Agenda item 9. Any other business 

 

Under this agenda item no other issues were addressed. 

 

Agenda item 10. Conclusions and recommendations 

 

The participants reviewed the conclusions and recommendations of the meeting prepared by the 

Secretariat and proposed a number of amendments which were introduced at the same time. The 

definitive conclusions and recommendations were adopted as amended and are attached as Annex III 

to the present report. 

 

 

Agenda item 11. Closure of the meeting 

 

The Chair in his closing remarks thanked the participants for their great contribution to the meeting, 

which resulted very constructive in view of the follow-up work and its submission to the MED POL 

FP meeting in late autumn 2014.  

 

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 4 p.m. on Tuesday 17 June 2014. 
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Annex II 

 

Agenda of the meeting 

 

 

Agenda item 1. Opening of the Meeting 

 

Agenda item 2. Election of Officers 

 

Agenda item 3. Adoption of the Agenda and Organization of Work 

 

Agenda item 4. PRTR in the Mediterranean: Progress of Pilot projects in 6 countries in the framework 

of ENPI SEIS project (Egypt, Israel, Palestine, Morocco, Lebanon, and Tunisia) 

 Regional presentation on progress and lessons learnt 

 National presentations by PRTR country experts 

 

Agenda item 5. Review of draft PRTR guidelines 

 

Agenda item 6. H2020 Indicators 

 

Agenda item 7. MEDPOL (ECAP-Marine pollution Indicators/Regional Plans/NAP) Indicators 

 

Agenda item 8. Mutual potential synergies on indicators and reporting of MEDPOL (ECAP-Marine 

pollution/Regional Plans/NAP) and H2020 indicators 

 

Agenda item 9. Any other business 

 

Agenda item 10 Conclusions and recommendations 

 

Agenda item 11. Closure of the Meeting 

 

 

Proposed Timetable: 

 

16 June 

930-1300 Agenda item 1, 2, 3, 4 

1430-1730 Agenda item 4 (cont), and 5 

 

17 June 

930 -1300 Agenda items 6, 7, 8 

1430-1730 Agenda item 8 (cont.), 9, 10 
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Annex III 

 

Conclusions and recommendations 

 

 

1. The regional meeting on PRTR and Pollution indicators was held on 16-17 June 2014 at the kind 

invitation of the Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation of Turkey, in Ankara, Turkey, at the 

Bera Hotel.  

 

2. The meeting addressed two main agenda items focusing on PRTR and Pollution indicators. 

 

PRTR 

 

3. After the presentation of progress achieved on PRTR pilots in the framework of SEIS project 

(UNEP (DEPI)/MED WG. 399/Inf.3) as well as the presentations made by the countries (Turkey, 

Lebanon, Morocco, Egypt and Palestine and representatives from consolidated PRTR systems in 

Israel and Spain) the meeting acknowledged the very good progress made on this issue in the 

Mediterranean. 

 

4. The meeting agreed that a sound basis is established n PRTR and confirmed the potential to 

further consolidate PRTR in the region as a tool to record and report pollutant loads from different 

sources. 

 

5. The PRTR pilot projects implemented in the countries has faced a number of challenges such as: 

 

 Longer time required to consolidate a PRTR system at national level  

 Legal framework generally missing in pilot countries needs to be established  

 Participation of industries is on voluntary basis. Efforts should be made to encourage 

industries  from different sectors to participate in the process  

 Different Mechanisms, e.g. economic instruments, should be further studied to motivate 

and engage industry in PRTR projects. 

 The different lists of pollutants and activities obtained by the pilots depending on the 

involved sectors need to be checked against Barcelona Convention and NBB substances 

and sectors. 

 A correct use of emission factors should be ensured and valıdated, taking into account that 

a number of countries have developed or will develop their own national emission factors 

based on ınformatıon avaılable at natıonal level. 

 Capacity building needs to be enhanced. The training workshops in the countries should 

be longer; considerations should be given to the training of trainers. 

 There is a need to strengthen the institutional framework with regards to data flow and 

their quality assurance/validation. 

 

6. With the view to support countries in the long run, in the framework of MAP and H2020 

Programme of work the meeting recommended the following directions: 

 

 Develop PRTR legal framework based on a review of gaps, limitations and options among 

Mediterranean countries. 

 Agree on a common priority list of chemicals, activities and emission factors among all 

the countries as appropriate. 

 Provıde assıstance to countrıes to valıdate the emission factors based on local condıtıons 

as approprıate 

 Develop a PRTR regıonal road map based on the legislation framework and priorities 

identified above tackling SMEs. 
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 Undertake capacity building for multi-stakeholders including industrial establishments, 

ministry of industry and ministry of environment. 

 

7. The meeting generally reviewed the proposed PRTR guidelines (UNEP DEPI (MED WG.399/4) 

and requested the Secretariat to revise them and complement  through additional annexes to take 

into account the following issues: 

 

 list of chemicals 

 list  of potential activities 

 simple table of emission factors 

 simple table of content of a PRTR regulatory act/law takıng ınto account the reportıng 

requırements under the Barcelona Conventıon and LBS Protocol as well as to consıder for 

thıs purpose the model provıded by the Aarhus Conventıon and ıts the Kıev Protocol of as 

approprıate 

 

8. The meeting requested the Secretariat to hold another expert meeting pending funding availability 

to review the revised PRTR guidelines as well as the next steps and PRTR road map. 

 

H2020 Indicators 

 

9. The meeting welcomed the work done on H2020 indicators and several countries shared their 

experiences and difficulties  

f) in applying those indicators at a functional (river basin) rather than 

administrative level  

g) availability of time series 

h) estimation versus measurements 

i) quality assurance and data validation 

j) access to data 

 

 

Pollution indicators 

 

10. The meeting agreed to split into 3 groups which addressed a) waste (MW and HW); b) air and 

industrial emissions and c) WW, ECAP and NAP indicators. 

 

11. The working groups reviewed the proposed list of indicators, and used the proposed matrix to 

score the indicators.  

 

12. For a number of indicators the participants suggested that further work is required ( title, 

description, unit) to be a position to score them in the future 

 

13. The meeting agreed that for some indicators they would like to get specific feedback from their 

national experts. Therefore it was agreed for the countries to provide additional feedback  and 

scoring as appropriate by 15 July 2014 to the Secretariat 

 

14. Based on the feedback and tentative scoring received by the meeting, The Secretariat will work on 

the proposed list of indicators to further develop different elements and scoring.  

 

 

Synergies 

 

15. The meeting appreciated the work done to ensure synergies wıth regards to indicators and 

reporting among UNEP MAP and H2020 and encouraged further cooperation on this matter. 


