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1. Introduction 
 
Operational Paragraph 6 of decision IG.20/4, ñImplementing MAP ecosystem approach 
roadmap: Mediterranean Ecological and Operational Objectives, Indicators and Timetable for 
implementing the ecosystem approach roadmapò adopted by the Contracting Parties to the 
Barcelona Convention at its 17th meeting in Paris, decided to establish an EcAp 
Coordination Group (EcAp CG) consisting of MAP focal points, the Coordinating Unit, the 
MAP components and MAP partners to oversee the implementation of the ecosystem 
approach, identifying progress gaps in the implementation of the road map and finding 
feasible solutions for the advancement of the EcAp agenda.  
 
The first meeting of the EcAp CG decided to receive, review and endorse the work of the 
Clusters of GES & Targets Correspondence Group regarding the definition of GES and 
setting of targets, which will be developed through a common methodology at the 
Mediterranean and appropriate subscales. 
 
The purpose of this document is to share progress of the work carried out since the last 
EcAp Coordination Group meeting held in Athens in May 2012, propose activities to be 
undertaken to achieve expected outcomes in Decision IG.20/4 and discuss a revised timeline 
with priorities for the future. 
 
2. Progress in implementing the Ecosystem Approach in the Mediterranean 
 
2.1. Adoption of an integrated assessment policy 

As established in Decision IG.20/4 an important step of the EcAP implementation will be the 
establishment of the integrated policy on assessments for UNEP/MAP. Such a policy will be 
aligned with the EcAp time frame and clarify the synergies to be established between 
different sectoral assessments in order to take into account ecological objectives and 
progress in their implementation in a coherent and consistent manner.  

The preparation of the integrated assessment policy will start by a stocktaking analysis of 
current situation, followed by analysis of challenges, requirements and elements in the 
context of the EcAp and include internal consultations within MAP System. The integrated 
cyclical assessment policy for MAP is planned to be drafted in the second quarter of 2013 
and submitted to COP 18 for adoption. 

2.2. Economic and Social Analysis 

The purpose of the socio-economic assessment of the Mediterranean is to further develop 
the preliminary study on ecosystem services carried out by Blue Plan/RAC - UNEP/MAP 
during the previous biennium.  

The process is starting with the meeting of Correspondence Group on Economic and Social 
Analysis (COR ESA) which will take place in Plan Bleu offices in Nice (France) on 11- 12 
April 2013. It will work to ensure efficient coverage and in-depth discussions and common 
understanding of objective and the nature of the economic and social analysis to be 
performed at regional, sub-regional and national scale of the main human activities using the 
Mediterranean Sea and its coastal zone. This assessment will include an evaluation of the 
costs of degradation for human wealth in the absence of the implementation of the relevant 
actions plans and programmes of measures aiming to achieve or maintain GES (step 7 EcAp 
road map), as an argument to implement them. 
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It is planned to finalize the regional scale analysis and submit to EcAP CG and MAP Focal 
Points for their consideration before its submission to COP18. A similar process will also be 
followed for the preparation and finalization of Guidelines for National Analysis. 

 

2.3. Development of Good Environmental Status and Targets 

The Correspondence Group on GES and Targets (COR-GEST) is composed of national 
experts designated by the Contracting Parties, and coordinated by the UNEP/MAP CU in 
cooperation with relevant MAP components. It works to ensure efficient coverage and in-
depth discussions and analysis of all EOs and made up of 3 clusters: 1) Pollution and litter 
related EOs (EOs 5, 9, 10 and 11); 2) Biodiversity and Fisheries related EOs (EOs 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 6); and 3) Coast and Hydrography related EOs (EOs 7 and 8). A Regional Thematic 
Expert was assigned to each cluster to ensure coordination and provide technical assistance.  

The first round of meetings of these three clusters is finalized: 

¶ The COR-GEST Pollution and Litter Cluster, met in Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina on 29-30 October 2012; 

¶ The COR-GEST Biodiversity and Fisheries Cluster (organized in close cooperation 
with GFCM) met in Rome, Italy on 7-8 February 2013; and, 

¶ The COR-GEST Coast and Hydrography Cluster met in Ankara, Turkey on 12-13 
March 2013. 

The outcomes of the meetings of three Clusters of COR-GEST, i.e. first set of GES and 
targets for the review and consideration of the EcAP CG are explained in Section 3. The 
document includes the general recommendations and next steps agreed by the 
Correspondence Group participants as a reference for further recommendations by the EcAp 
CG. 

As requested by the first meeting of EcAp CG, the Secretariat prepared a synthesis report on 
existing targets in the Mediterranean and provide in the Information Document ñWG. 
376/Inf.3 ï Existing targets related to 11 Ecological Objectivesò. 

2.4. Preparation of a regional integrated monitoring programme  

The integrated monitoring programme will be prepared by MED POL in cooperation with all 
components as appropriate, in line with the EcAp Ecological Objectives, Operational 
Objectives relevant targets and indicators. MED POL monitoring officer has left the 
organization as of November 2012. As per decision of the 76th Bureau last February, initiation 
of recruitment process is awaiting MAP Focal Points approval. Since this period coincided 
with the time dedicated for GES and targets development, a decision is urgently needed to 
avoid delays in the preparation of the integrated monitoring programme. 

Needs assessment for capacity building and technical assistance to countries for drafting 
national monitoring programmes will take place in 2014.  

2.5. Developing and reviewing relevant measures for implementation of EcAp  

The UNEP/MAP Barcelona Convention has already developed several Strategies and Action 
Plans to enhance the quality and management of the marine environment and its resources 
many of which are being revised, including SAP BIO, SAP MED and others. All those 
revisions as foreseen in the UNEP/MAP Programme of Work during this biennium and next 
taking into account the progress achieved in the implementation of the Ecosystem Approach 
both in terms of the objectives to be achieved as well as in terms of the harmonized timeline 
and cycle agreed.  
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3. Outcomes of the Correspondence Group work on Good Environmental Status and 
Targets 

3.1. Background 

In each meeting of the clusters of COR-GEST, the Secretariat provided the Countries, 
relevant MAP Partners and invitees two documents, one on existing targets corresponding to 
EOs of the Cluster, and a proposal of GES and targets. 

¶ The COR-GEST Pollution and Litter Cluster documents: 
o UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.372/2 ñApproaches for definition of GES and setting 
targets for the ñpollutionò related Ecological Objectives in the framework of the 
Ecosystem Approach - (EO5: Eutrophication, EP9: Contaminants, EP10: 
Marine Litter, EO11: Noise)ò 

o UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.372/Inf.3 ñInformation document: ñExisting targets and 
EQO regarding pollution in the framework of UNEP/MAP MEDPOL 
Programmeò 

¶ The COR-GEST Biodiversity and Fisheries Cluster documents: 
o UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.373/3 ñApproaches for definition of Good 

Environmental Status and setting targets for the following Ecological 
Objectives (EO) in the framework of the Ecosystem Approach: EO 
1(Biodiversity), EO 2(Non-indigenous species), EO 3 (Harvest of commercially 
exploited fish and shellfish), EO 4 (Marine food webs) and EO 6 (Sea-floor 
integrity)ò 

o UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.373/Inf.3 ñExisting targets of relevance for the 
Mediterranean Sea regarding Biodiversity and Fisheriesò 

¶ The COR-GEST Coast and Hydrography Cluster documents: 
o UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.374/3 ñApproaches for definition of Good 

Environmental Status (GES) and setting targets for the Ecological Objective 
(EO) 7 ñHydrographyò and EO8 ñCoastal ecosystems and landscapeò in the 
framework of the Ecosystem Approachò. 

o UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.374/Inf.3 ñExisting targets of relevance for the 
Mediterranean Sea regarding the following Ecological Objectives (EO) in the 
framework of the Ecosystem Approach:EO7 (Hydrography) and EO8 (Coastal 
Ecosystems and Landscape)ò. 

The participants discussed and provided comments on proposed GES and targets per each 
indicator of the Operational Objective of the 11 Ecological Objectives that was agreed by 
COP17 Decision IG.20/4. 

 

3.2. Definitions 

For the purpose of a common terminology, following annotations are provided for terms used 
in the document: 

Good Environmental Status herein after referred to as GES can be defined as the desired 
status of the marine environment and its components. The determination of GES is based on 
the 11 specific Ecological Objectives and relevant indicators. GES may represent reference 
conditions in relation to which thresholds are set, using different methodologies.  

GES Thresholds are used to define the boundary between an acceptable and unacceptable 
environmental status (GES or non-GES). 

GES Reference conditions. For assessment purposes, it is necessary to define a reference 
state/condition (baseline) against which current and future state is compared. Reference 
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conditions describe the state of the marine environment (or a component) in which there is 
considered to be no, or very minor, disturbance from the pressures of human activities. 
Reference conditions may not necessarily reflect ñbackgroundò or ñhistoricalò conditions and 
it is up to the regulator to decide whether GES will represent pristine or slightly impacted but 
still ñgoodò status, allowing for a specified level of disturbance from the pressure(s) and 
hence to define the boundary between an acceptable state (GES) and an unacceptable state 
(non-GES) 

GES Background or historical values represent the concentration pollutant that would be 
expected in ñpristineò or remote sites, based on contemporary or historical data  

Scale means the spatial and temporal order of ecosystem components, their assessment 
and good environmental status. Regional scale refers to the Mediterranean. Sub-regional 
scale refers to the 4 sub-regions established for the purpose of the Integrated Assessment or 
lower scale, as appropriate. 

The GES Targets are defined in the framework of EU MSFD as ña qualitative or quantitative 
statement on the desired condition of the different components of, and pressures and 
impacts on, marine waters in respect of each region or sub-regionò  (EC MSCG 2011). GES 
targets should establish desired conditions, be measurable with associated indicators 
allowing for monitoring and assessment and be operational relating to concrete 
implementation of measures to support their achievement and move towards GES. 

 

3.3. Summary of issues raised during discussions of three meetings of COR-GEST Clusters 

The suggestions and recommendations provided in the three meetings are summarized 
below: 

Quality of GES and targets 

¶ During the discussions, GES was defined and targets were set on state and pressure 
on regional and sub-regional scale, as appropriate. GES state targets were defined 
as trends to improve environmental quality in risk areas and maintain the statusô in 
non-impacted areas, taking into consideration the relevant baselines. 

 

¶ The Secretariat should make efforts to reduce, where applicable, and focus the 
targets to ensure their applicability through integration, prioritization and/or phasing 
studies.  
 

¶ The Secretariat should further work to define relevant thresholds to facilitate the 
quantification of targets and revising/enhancing the indicators additional investigation 
on relation between human activities and impacts on the ecosystem, underlining the 
complexity of the coastal ecosystems/landscapes and hydrographic processes.  
 

¶ No definition of GES and targets should be provided for indicators that are not 
relevant to an area, country, sub-region, habitat or species group. 

 
Data availability 

¶ The existence of data has been a distinctive mark in the discussions, especially in 
setting baselines for targets. For the agreed GES and targets for which there are 
available data, the Countries and the Secretariat decided to further work in order to 
provide information on the possible baseline values in relation to the relevant 
indicators and their corresponding targets. In cases which baselines cannot be set 
due to limitations or unavailability of data, COR-GEST suggested that the relevant 
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parameters should be included in the integrated monitoring programme of MAP, in 
line with EcAp Roadmap as agreed by COP17. 

 

¶ It was agreed in the COR-GEST that the Secretariat and the Countries should further 
work in the future with a view to define, based on data availability, relevant thresholds 
for the agreed GES and targets, subject to the decisions by the Contracting Parties. 
Additionally, to get use of the existing tools and mechanisms, the Secretariat is 
working to base the pressure related GES and targets on the existing pressure 
targets adopted by the Parties in the framework of SAP MED and relevant Regional 
Plans. 

 
Synergies and cooperation 

¶ As mandated by COP 17, UNEP MAP continues cooperation with relevant EU MSFD 
working groups, with the view to enhance synergies for the definition of GES and 
targets, and share the Mediterranean experience in the European fora. 

 

¶ Regarding the objectives on biodiversity and fisheries, the Secretariat collaborated 
with the GFCM and its scientific advisory bodies. GFCM experts participated in EcAP 
CG and Biodiversity and Fisheries Cluster meetings, provided data and information in 
quantifying relevant targets.  
 

¶ ACCOBAMS, WWF (Mediterranean Programme and Turkey National Office), IUCN 
Mediterranean, EU FP7 projects PEGASO, PERSEUS, VECTORS and MEDINA, 
MEDPAN, MEDASSET, Clean-Up Greece, HELMEPA, Tethys Research Institute and 
Sound Seas also provided substantive input to discussions during EcAp and one or 
more Cluster meetings.  

 

¶ In case of biodiversity, as the objectives and their corresponding operational 
objectives and indicators host specific references to species, the importance of 
continuing the collaboration with relevant organizations to further elaborate targets 
and finalize wording (in particular for cetaceans and marine birds) will be key to make 
the targets measurable and quantifiable.  
 

¶ In the case of habitats, the Group requested the Secretariat to work on the habitat list 
for pelagic and deep sea habitat types to be considered under EO1. The Secretariat 
and SPA/RAC is working on the list which will also require contribution of relevant 
institutions.  

Integration 

¶ Special emphasis should be given to enhance integration and links between GES 
descriptions and targets and ensure further harmonization and integration within and 
between clusters.  
 

¶ Biodiversity and fisheries resources are directly and indirectly linked with the targets 
set under all other Ecological Objectives. Thus enhancing integration and links 
between GES descriptions and targets and ensure further harmonization between 
clusters is essential for minimizing external factors in achieving the targets under 
Biodiversity and Fisheries related objectives.  

Capacity Building 

¶ Recalling that the effective implementation of EcAp in the Mediterranean will require a 
high level degree of ownership and active participation of countries, it is essential that 
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the regional process is supported by aligned national processes according to relevant 
national priority and strategies. 

 

¶ Countries should be encouraged to identify experts for each EO. These experts can 
support the Correspondence Group representative so as to ensure adequate 
contribution of the countries to the objectives of the Correspondence Group meetings. 
To increase the efficiency and effectiveness of these national processes, the 
Secretariat should develop and carry out integrated capacity development activities to 
enhance the country capacities to implement these targets to reach GES (capacity 
building) and establish platforms for experience sharing.  
 

¶ As a principle, GES and targets should take into account the financial and human 
resources in connection with the integrated monitoring. 
 

Other issues 

¶ The Countries should make use of existing tools like EIA, SEA and Cumulative 
Impact Assessment in realization of targets identified, where applicable. 
 

¶ As an important part of the Mediterranean landscapes and seascapes, archaeological 
and cultural sites should be considered as a parameter in the implementation of 
Ecosystem Approach. 
 

 

The discussions revealed a list of status statements describing the Good Environmantal 
Status with a Mediterranean perspective per each Ecological Objective. The consolidated 
summary of the GES descriptions and draft list of targets is provided in Annexes 1 and 2. 
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4. Timeline for 2013-2105 

Activity Details Time 
Adoption of an integrated 
assessment policy 
 

¶ Stocktaking analysis  

¶ Analysis of challenges, requirements and elements of ECAP Approach  

¶ Internal consultations within MAP System. 

by COP 18 (December 2013) 

Economic and Social 
Analysis 
 

Regional Scale Analysis 
 
Guidelines for National Analysis 
 
Correspondence Group on Economic and Social Analysis (COR ESA) 
 

By COP18 (December 2013) 
 
Draft September 2013, Final by COP18 
 
April 2013, October 2013 

The development of Good 
Environmental Status and 
Targets 
 

Finalization of GES and Targets under COR ïGEST Pollution and Litter as a 
segment back to back with  MED  POL FPs Meeting 
 
 
Finalization of GES and Targets under COR ïGEST Biodiversity and Fisheries as a 
segment back to back with RAC SPA FPs Meeting 
 
Meeting on Targets Integration and Prioritization  
 
EcAp CG Meeting for approval of GES and targets 

 June 2013 
 
 
 
July 2013 
 
 
2

nd
 week of July 2013 

 
One day before the MAP Focal Points 
Meeting in September 2013 

 
Pilot implementation for 
testing the indicators and 
targets 
 

 
Identification of site 
Initiation of the process, inception meeting, defining workplan, implementation, 
evaluation and dissemination of results. 

 
In 2014-2015 Biennium 
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Preparation of a regional 
integrated monitoring 
programme  
 

Mobilization of the necessary scientific and technical expertise, including national 
experts, research projects and organization of Correspondence Group on 
Monitoring (COR MON) meetings (Three Clusters) 
 
Coordination and consultation within MAP system and with other regional bodies  
 
Submission of the proposal to MAP decision making bodies 
 
Assessment of countries needs to implement the integrated monitoring programme  
 
Capacity building activities in countries in cooperation with on-going initiatives 
 

June 2013 ï May 2014 
 
 
 
October 2013 ï May 2014 
 
EcAp CG Meeting ï September 2014 
 
January - June 2014 
 
In 2014 and 2015 

Developing and reviewing 
relevant measures for 
implementation of EcAp 
 

Revision of SAP MED and SAP BIO and other relevant strategies as programme of 
measures under the EcAp of the Barcelona Convention. 
 
ICZM Action Plan implementation 
 
Offshore Protocol Action Plan completion. 
 
Revision and Updating of the Regional Strategy for Prevention of and Response to 
Marine Pollution from Ships  
 
MSSD Revision in light of RIO+20 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
 
Implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter 
 

On-going process towards COP18 
(December 2013) and further work in 
2014 
 
2014-onward 
 
In 2014 
 
In 2014-2015 Biennium 
 
 
In 2014-2015 Biennium 
 
In 2014-2015 Biennium 
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