

































































































































































Chapter 6

Education
and information

6.1 Environmental education

Education is the key to preventing further environ-
mental degradation in Palau. Human actions,
mostly carried out in ignorance or without a full
appreciation of the implications, are the principal
cause of almost all the environmental problems
discussed in this report.

An overall lack of awareness of ecological pro-
cesses and of the issues of sustainable development
is a problem at all levels in Palau. Consequently,
unsustainable development is often accepted and
pursued with little thought or question.

At present, a National Task Force on Education
is preparing an Education Master Plan for Palau.
The task is expected to be completed by September
1994, so an opportunity exists for addressing the
gaps in environmental education.

With increasing pressure on Palau’s leadership
to develop the country’s natural resources, there is
an urgent need for effective educative programs to
discourage unsustainable resource-use practices.
The communities should be relied upon to in-
fluence the leaders but greater public responsi-
bility needs to be encouraged through more
effective public awareness programs. In this re-
gard, the interest shown by Palauan officials and
private citizens in establishing an environmental
non-government organization is worthy of note.

If a public education program is successfully
pursued, it will empower local people to assume
some sense of stewardship and willingness to report
permit violations. By increasing their overall aware-
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ness both of the environment and of government
efforts to protect the environment, it is also hoped
that local people will assume more responsibility
and accountability for their own actions.

Traditional Palauan culture included many
forms of sustainable resource-use practices and
while much has been forgotten, a great deal of
traditional knowledge is still presentin Palau today.
The knowledge and revival of such traditional prac-
tices could be critical to the efforts to promote
sustainable development of resources.

6.2 Information on natural systems

Although Palau’s natural environment has been
well studied and documented compared to many
other Pacific Island countries, there remain signifi-
cant gaps in knowledge and information. With
current efforts to assess resources, there will be
some improvement in overall knowledge about the
resources base. However, some serious deficiencies
will remain with regard to the detailed information
necessary for effective resource monitoring and
management programs.

There is therefore a need to support the excel-
lent baseline studies program which has been ini-
tiated by the Bureau of Natural Resources and
Development in cooperation with The Nature Con-
servancy. Scientific research, specifically on endan-
gered species and endemic plantstatus, should also
be given continued encouragement.
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planning in the PNMDP’s scope of work, represent
a valuable opportunity to put in place institutional
arrangements for the effective integration of
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environmental protection and the economic devel-
opment program.
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