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SAIEIRNEsentation is a brief updgte on ...
WENTEIN biodiversity related activities
EReEhiEvementsaindertakensinsthe

AwIefen Convention area.
- T he?‘ aractivities were mostly

J0ertaken by the Convention
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Pepealionr efi a Conservauen Strategy. fior the WEeSt African
VIEWEWEer ((/ricHecils senegalers/s) tarougheut Its range for 21
SOURIESN(Z

Joe).

IVESNRIuEEd oy the Convention: Secretanat nf partnership with Wetlands: International in Dakar, with the
stppEnNiem ONERP Regional Seas Programme: and SIDA and the collaboration of PRCM (Regional Conservation
eOIEIMIME el Coastal and Marine Areas in \West Africa)
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Mru atee, which has been precipitated by 3 main factors:

IMEYENSIENQReWING| body: of eVIdenpe_ documenting the decline of the West African

> LOSS of habitat, resulting from both climate change and human pressures;
_ -""> Incidental capture in fishing nets;

.~ » [raditional hunting and commercial poaching activities

Implementation

Main objectives for the conservation strategy of the West African Manatee are
» Improve policies and legislation for its protection and strengthen their
>

Improve studies on the West African Manatee and use information for its
conservation management;
>

Reduce pressures through the restoration and safeguarding of its habitats

Promote the West African Manatee and its ecological and cultural values trough
targeted communication, education and public awareness
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REPEEeNVangroves ofi Westerrand Central Africa (2007)
AvEperspreduced for UNERP-DEPI under UNEP Biodiversity Related Projects in Africa

EIEREOIENIOVIUES al profilefor 19 countries of the regions from Mauritania south
LOAIEBIEEN T prEesentsi new: information on the distribution of these habitats and
NBINGNLS the importance of mangroves of west and central Africa in the
EeienElianoigiohal context. It serves to illustrate the benefits human
seIIMURIUES denve flom the wide range of goods and services provided by

SEngleves, which valued at up to US$ 900 000 per year.
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Eérté:éré strongrconcerns about the management coordination and effectiveness
~  Ofrprotected areas with mangroves.

Four key drivers have been identified as the principal factors influencing mangrove
change in West Africa:

> Population growth

» Economic and political trends
» Climate change

» Change in upstream habitats
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PREVINREGIoNall Conservation Rrogramme of‘West*Afrlca Coastal
mrH/‘- e Area): Phase I'2004-2008

EJ\ ar) initiztive of JUEN, FIA (Fogdaiorn lnisrreionzle i Szl c’Arejtile) of lgiterretionzl Fatigclzition ef Are|ulr)
n}' WAVERNVEandsintematuenaliin partnershipiwith therSuh-Regional Commission iier Eishieries. It concerns: 7
BUTIGHES NN (e Convention area (Mauntania, Senegall, Cape Verde, the Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Guinea and Sierra

pport 10 the creation and co-management of Marine Protected Areas (MPAS)

SSlippoertto the creation of MPAs, as a tool for fishery management and to protect critical
S hanitats : 9 MPAs were created

BStrengthening participative management capacities for good governance in the Network of
__: SVIRPAs R West Africa (Initiative RAMPAO)

= * A network of West Africa’s MPAs was formally set up (Charter, Status, Secretariat,
—— meetings....)
— —— A regional training for the implementation of social communication plans

Exechange visits organized for actors and managers of MPAs

A socio-economic study conducted for Niumi National Park in the Gambia

Mapping of Mangroves for Diawling National Park in Senegal

Support to NGOs and Municipalities for sustainable management of coastal zone and
biodiversity in Cape Verde

Control access to Natural resources and surveillance: training of surveillance agents
and acquisition of equipments, a guidebook for surveillance agents

Strengthening of Participative management in Urok Islands (Bijagos Archipelago
Biosphere Reserve) in Guinea Bissau.
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BEIEETVAtion; ofi Species and habitats, ===

Actvimessconcern major emblematic marine and' coastal species, namely, sharks, marine turtles,
coloniziNbIds, manatees, monk seals and smalll cetaceans

SHelesiano Sharks
- A ;ﬁdebook on identification of major shark and skate species in tropical eastern Atlantic
SENEtionall Action plan for sharks
RN I:ub-regional action plan for conservation and management ofi shark population

S ASilimioni shark fishing in collaboration with the NGO Oceanium

S WVerine turtles
B A communication and public awareness programme in Joal-Fadiouth area (Senegal)
S = Atraining on identification techniques, recognition of tracks on beaches and nets counting

= for 5 countries in collaboration with NGO Natura 2000

— A Regional Unit for Marine Turtles of the Atlantique Coast of Africa (URTOMA) put in place in
SINEPAD premises

—  An Action plan for conservation of Marine Turtles in West Africa

Water birds
— 9 training programmes for 57 technicians to monitor Bird populations
— A guidebook for otolithe identification
— A manuel of monitoring of nesting colonies
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\ilienalieports on manatee

— T apleleiise colsanyziile)
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S DIt Ution: map
B posters onl threats and cultural value of manatee
b -
SV GBTIResEalsE halfi of the total world population is in Mauritania (Peninsula of Cap Blanc)
=R VATresernve along 6 km coastline was created
_____-%-_: emergency’ plan implemented by the NGO CBD-Habitat, in collaboration with Mauritanian

= Authorities and with the support of Bonn Convention

=" A'webrsite (Www.monachus.es)
— A seal observing network put into place

=" Small cetaceans
— An outline oni a strategy of conservation
— A training of technicians on biology monitoring of cetaceans
— A national catalog of Mauritania cetaceans
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P NSIBHERAV anagement
== Slipporit 1o fisheny and marine enVIronment CO-mManagementinivatives: put Inte
plarﬁe SY/StENOIMESOUCE ExplvltcuenNrcoRstliatentwithrall Stakenolders
_ngthening off capacities for flshery agreement negotiations and fishery
SEVLNENSNIPS
A f:evb site (Wan.accordsdepeche.com) on fishery agreement and fishery
Sanagement
- Jérticipative management of shellfish for women in the Delta of Saloum in
= :* = Senegal and the Archipelago of Bijagos

S 5
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:— .F'Sustamable Tourism
- = Development of ecotourism reception capacity of the National Park of Arguin
Bank in Mauritania
— Ecotourism development project in the Biosphere Reserve of Saloum Delta in
Senegal
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SREETGHEIR Current LME (W CImETGrd)

JIERESSISIvAIEE 2 INamibia andl Seuthl Africa to; asses) and manage  the marine reseurces of the LME in anrintegrated
INENHEIP =

=‘ ity Centres established:

ghviarine Resoeurces Activity centre in Swakopmund, Namibia;
ver3|ty, Ecosystem Health and Pollution Activity Centre in Luanda, Angola; and
/10 nmental Variability' and Predictability Activity Centre in Cape Town, South Africa.

> LN P 'OJECtS designed to address transboundary environmental problems and contribute to the
__;[r egjated and sustainable management of BCLME were funded:
=

= Aclister of projects testing the cumulative of offshore marine diamond mining on the ecosystem.
== -hey will pullttegether the results from several previous studies and make clear recommendations
_r“‘*"':t'(a‘—the Governments of South Africa and Namibia about impacts that diamond mining may have

_-l..___

= = onithe environment over extended period of time.

a—

= i

A cluster of projects-assessing and mapping the biodiversity of the estuarine, coastal, nearshore
and:- effshore environment of the BCLME, and identifying suitable sites for aquaculture. The
ultimate goal of these projects is to produce a strategic planning tool that is capable of providing
advice on the protection of sensitive areas and vulnerable species, as well as identifying possible
sites for marine protected areas and aquaculture installations

The Benguela Current Commission established to implement an ecosystem approach to ocean
governance in the region
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SEuezr Cuirent LME (WYAAGEEIRIE Or0)

NEREOIENNG Living Resources Depletion and Coastal Area Degradation ini the GCLME trough
ECOSYStEFased Regienal Actions®

SIETETES DEen nUMmMerous studies i the area:

=arrahility et physical environmental process in the Gulf of Guinea and
S mplication for; fisheries recruitment

5 r SAR everview of fishery resources and fishery research in the Gulf of Guinea
S ERvirenmental pollution in the Gulf of Guinea: A regional approach

S = sixteen-country: mobilization for sustainable fisheries in the Guinea Current
—==m=

: ~ = [mproving the quality of Coastal Waters in the Gulf of Guinea LME through

=== Mangrove Restoration

—— -—‘:_-: = = GCLME Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis and SAP

= ~ Several Fishery surveys have been conducted
> Elaboration of a new LBSA Protocol was initiated

> An interim Guinea Current Commission was brought into force in 2006
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seCehey Current LME
[ENEXtoNeverse. the degradation ofi the Canany Cuiment: LME caused! by over-fishing, habitat

IBLIHGELBRNEECENGENINAIERGUE A B PG Rl ecosyStemEhased management:

clJOJOstLCf
i

A orel]mfr NDAWaS develeped with a focus oni depleted fisheries and on habitat,
rlated piediversity and water quality critical to fisheries
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CHALLENGES
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Blessures, due mostiy terpepulation growth infcoastal areas

iipienRecidevelopment ok coastall area, ever-exploitation of marne
RSN ESEIICESEG] HiTeRNIIEGRINiShIRG; Clinaterchange;...,
IeVeErconsideranly increased and led to the erosion ofi biodiversity.
SUNONthe degradations of natural habitats in marine and coastal
eSS
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,__,;rglevant initiatives, projects and programmes in the region. There is

| >—:4 SSihere is not enough dialogue with partners implementing
i Aeed to be engaged more actively with them.

>

In many countries in the region, the marine and coastal sector
IS often; not very ‘visible’ in development policies. There is a need for
relevant UN Agencies with their partners to push for this visibility
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