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INTRODOC:TION 

l. The twelfth session of the Governing council of the united Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) was held at UNEP headquarters, Nairobi, from 16 to 29 May 1984, 
The council adopted the present report at the 16th meeting of the session, on 
29 May 1984. 
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CHAPTER I 

OBGANIZATION OF THE SESSION 

A. Opening of the session 

2. The twelfth session was opened by Mr. M. Holdgate (United Kingdao of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland), President of the Council at its eleventh session. 

B. Attendance 

3. The following States members of the Governing Council !f were represented at 
the session: 

Algeria 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Burundi 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 
Cameroon 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Finland 
France 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Greece 
Guinea 
Hungary 
India 
Indonesia 
Italy 
Ivory Coast 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Kuwait 
Ieso.tho 

Malaysia 
Mexico 
Morocco 
Nepal 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Oman. 
Papua New Guinea 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Baudi Arabia 
Senegal 
Spain 
Sudan 
'lbailand 
Uganda 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 

Republic 
lklion of soviet Socialist 

Republics 
united Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 
tlrri~ed -Republic of Tanzania 
United States of America 
Venezuela 
Yugoslavia 
zaire 

!f The membership of the Governing Council was determined by elections held 
at the 84th plenary meeting of the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly, 
held on 5 December 1980, the 64th plenary meeting of the thirty-sixth session, held 
on 19 Novent>er 1981, the 70th plenary meeting of the thirty-seventh session, held 
on 17 November 1982, and the 98th plenary meeting of the thirty-eighth session, 
held on 15 December 1983 (decisions 35/313, 36/314, 37/312 and 38/316). 
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4. The following States not members of the Governing council were represented, 

Bangladesh Kenya 
Benin Liberia 
COngo Malawi 
Costa Rica Mali 
cyprus Netherlands 
Czechoslovakia Pakistan 
Denmark Portugal 
Egypt Republic of Korea 
Ethiopia Seychelles 
Gabon Sri Lanka 
Gambia Swaziland 
Ghana Sweden 
11<>ly see Switzerland 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) syrian Arab Republic 
Iraq TUnisia 
Ireland Turkey 
Israel Zimbabwe 
Jordan 

5. The African National Co!Xlress (ANC), the Palestine Liberation organization 
(PLO) , the Pan Afr icanist congress of AZania (PAC) and the s:.uth west Africa 
Peq:>le's Organization (SWA.PO) were represented as observers. 

6. The following united Nations bodies and Secretariat units were represented, 

Office for the Law of the Sea 
Office of the Director-General for Development and International Economic 

co-opa'.at.ion 
united Nations Department of Technical Co-operation for oevelopment 
Economic commission for Europe (ECE) 
Economic commission for Latin America (ECLA) 
Economic COnnission for Africa (ECA) 
Economic C01111Dission for western Asia (ECWA) 
united Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
United Nations centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) (UNCHS) 
united Nations Children's rund (UNICEF) 
united Nations Development Programme (UNIP) 
United Nations E\lnd for Population Activities (UNFPA) 
Office of the United Nations High commissioner for Refugees (UNIICR) 
United Nations SUdano-Sahelian Office (UNSO) 

The world Food Programme (WFP) was also represented. 

7. The following specialized agencies were representedi 

International Labour Organisation (IID) 
FOod and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
United Nations Educational, scientific and cultural organization (UNESCO) 
World Health Organization (WllO) 
world Bank 
WOrld Meteorological Organization (WMO) 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was also represented. 
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8. The following other intergovernmental organizations were represented, 

African Development Bank (ADB) 
Arab League Educational, cultural and scientific organization (ALECSO) 
conanonwealth Secretariat 
council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) 
European Economic Community (EEC) 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic COll\11li&sion (IOC) 
Kaoera River Basin Organization (KBO) 
League of Arab States (LAS) 
Organization of African unity (OIIU) 
Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) 

9. In addition, 44 no~overnmental organizations were represented by observers. 

c. Election of officers 

10. At the opening meeting of the session, on 16 May l9 84, the Council elected the 
following officers by acclamation, 

President\ Mr. A • .Al••Agib .(SUdan) 

Vice-Presidents, Mr. A. Al-Gain (5audi Arabia) 
Mr. J. A. de Medicis (Brazil) 
Mr. G. lioschnagg (AUstria) 

Rapporteur, Mr • J. Janczak (Poland) 

o. credentials 

11. In accordance with rule 17, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure of the 
Council, the Bureau examined the credentials of the delegations attending the 
twelfth session. The Bureau found the credentials in order and so reported to the 
Council, which approved the Bureau's report at the 14th meeting of the session, on 
28 May. 

12. No statements were made on this item in plenary. 

E. Agenda 

13. At the opening meeting of the session, the council adopted the following 
provisional agenda for the session, as approved at its eleventh session: 
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l. Opening of the session. 

2. Organization of the session, 

(a) Election of officetsi 

(b) Agenda and organization of work. 

3. credentials of representatives. 

4. Executive oirector•s annual and introductory reports. 

5, co-ordination questions, including the review of the implementation of 
the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade. 

6. State-of-the-environment report, 1984, 

7. Programme matters'/. 

(a) Performance between two sessions of the council), 

(b) Matters requiring reporting to or guidance by the Governing Council. 

8. Review of the implementation of the FUnd programme in 1983 and of the 
financial report and accounts (unaudited) for the biennium 1982-1983 
ended 31 December 1983. 

9. comprehensive assessment of the status of desertification and of the 
implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification. 

10. Provisional agenda, date and place of the thirteen th session. 

ll. other business. 

12. Adoption of the report. 

13. Closure of the session. 

F, organization of the work of the session 

14. At the opening meeting of the session, the Governing Council considered the 
organization of the work of the session in the light of the suggesions made by the 
secretariat in the annotations to the provisional agenda and the timetable of 
meetings suggested by the Executive Director (tJNEP/GC.12/1/Add,l and corr.l), 

15. At the same meeting, the Council decided to establish a sessional Committee of 
the lihole and to allocate to it agenda items 7 and 8, as well as parts of items 5 
and 6. It was agreed that the Committee would be chaired by Mr. A, Al-Gain (Saudi 
Arabia) for its discussion of agenda item 8, and by Mr. G. Woschnagg (Austria) for 
its discussion of the remaining items, 
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16. The counc 11 further decided to establish an informal open-ended drafting group 
under the chairmanship of Mr. J. A. de Medicis (Brazil), with a core membership of 
two representatives from each regional group, to ensure the initiation of draft 
decisions pertaining to the items considered in plenary and the co-ordination of 
draft decisions emanating from the COIIIDlittee of the llhole before their submission 
to the relevant body for formal consideration. 

G. work of the committee 

17. The conunittee of the llhole held 13 meetings from 16 to 25 May. At its 
1st meeting it elected Mr. M. lfosovac (YUgoslavia) as Rapporteur. 



CHAPTER 11 

MATTERS REQUIRING THE SPECIFIC ATTENTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AND/OB THE !X:ONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

A. Date and place of the thirteenth session of the Governing Council 

18. At the 15th plenary meeting, on 28 Hay 1984, the GoVering Council decided, 
bearing in mind its decision 11/2 of 23 May 1983 on the periodicity and duration of 
Council sessions, that its thirteenth session would be held at Nairobi from 13 to 
22 May 1985. 

B. Action with respect to resolutions of the General Assembly 

19. By section I, paragraph 2, of its decision 12/1 of 29 May 1984, the Governing 
Council noted the resolutions of the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth 
session, y and the Economic and Social council at its second regular session in 
1983, 1/ which called specifically for action by the United Nations &>virorunent 
Programme, and the follow-up and implementation of certain of those resolutions 
envisaged by the Executive Director. !f 

c. Environmental perspective of the year 2000 and beyond 

20. BY section I I, paragraph 2, of decision 12/1, the Governing council noted the 
progress made in the establishment of the Special Commission in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 38/161 of 19 December 1983, and by paragraph 3 of the 
same section of decision 12/1, decided upon the membership of the open-ended 
Intergovernmental rnter-sessional preparatory Committee. 

21. The GoVerning council further decided, by paragraph 7 of the same section of 
the decision, that the Preparatocy Committee should hold its second session in 
conjunction with the thirteenth session of tbe Governing council in 1985. 

22. The recc:amendations made by the Intergovernmental tnter-sessional Preparatory 
Committee at its first session, held on 28 and 29 May 1984, are incorporated in 
section II of decision 12/1. 

y Resolutions 38/78, 38/80 and 38/85, all of 15 Decen¥>er l983i 38/149, 
38/161, 38/162, 38/163, 38/164 and 38/165, all of 19 December 1983~ and 38/228 A of 
2 O December 19 84 • 

y Resolution 1983/68 of 29 July 1983. 

y IJNEP/GC.12/3, sect. v, and Corr .1. 
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D. Envirorwental considerations in the review and appraisal 
of the International Development Strategy for the Third 
united Nations Development Decade 

23. By section II of its decision 12/2 of 28 May 1984, the Governing council noted 
the review of the implementation of the environmental aspects of the International 
Development Strategy for the Third united Nations Development Decade in the report 
prepared under the aegis of the Administrative Colllnittee on Co-ordination 5/ and 
reiterated the importance it attached to environmental considerations for the 
successful implementation of the Strategy. It invited the Committee on the Review 
and Appraisal of the Implementation of the International Development Strategy for 
the Third united Nations Development Decade to take fully into account the need to 
stress those considerations, particularly in any adjustment of the policy measures 
for the remaining period of the Decade, and authorized the Executive Director to 
transmit to the C01111ittee on behalf of the Council the report prepared under aegis 
of the Administrative committee on co-ordination together with the comments of the 
Counc 11 thereon reflected in the proceedings of the twelfth session (IJNEP/GC.12/19, 
chap. IV, paras. ll-15). 

E. State-of-the-environment reports 

24. By paragraph l of its decision 12/3 A of 28 !lay 1984, the Governing council 
noted the Executive Director's intention to produce a final version of the 
state-of-the-enviro1111ent report for 1984 taking into consideration the views 
expressed by Governments prior to and during the debate on the report at the 
council's twelfth session, and to consult with Governments through the permanent 
representatives in Nairobi to the united Nations Environment Programne before 
issuing the final version. By paragraph 5 of the same decision, the Council 
requested in Executive Director to forward chapters I to III of the final version 
of the report to the General Asseiabry; its Coimnittee on the Review and Appraisal of 
the Implementation of the International Developaent Strategy for the Third united 
Nations Development Decade, the FOurth General Conference of the united Nations 
Industrial DeVelopment Organization, the International Conference on Population, 
the Intergovernmental Inter-sessional Preparatory Committee on the Environmental 
Perspective and the Special commission on the Environmental Perspective. 

F. united Nations accanmodation at Nairobi 

25. By section I of its decision 12/9 of 28 May 1984, the Governing council 
we leaned the announcement by the President of Kenya, His Excellency 
Mr. Daniel arap Moi, granting the united Nations an additional 40 acres of land for 
the united Nations acc011111odation at Nairobi snd recommended to the General ASsembly 
the acceptance, with appreciation, of that generous offer. 

G. Desertification 

26. By paragraph 4 of its decision 12/10 of 28 May l9 84, the Governing council 
reconfirmed the validity of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification and the 

!2f UNEP/GC.12/8/Add.l and Corr.l. 
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general appropriateness of the institutional arrangements y established by the 
General Assembly for the follow-up of its implementation. 

27. BY paragraph 6 of the same decision, the Governing Council expressed its 
satisfaction at the initiative of the secretary-General of the united Nations in 
establishing the Office of the united Nations Secretary-General's Special 
Representative on the African Social and Ecolllllllic Cr.isll, a crisis caused among 
other things by prolonged drought. 

28. The Governing council, by paragraph 7 of the decision, appealed to all 
Governments, organizations of the Olli.tad Nations system and other intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations to give due consideration to strengthening their 
financial and technical support to the countries of the SUdano-Sahelian reg ion, and 
by paragraph lD decided, in response to General Assembly resolution 38/164 of 
19 December 1983, to include Ghana and '1'090 among the countries eligible to receive 
assistance through the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office in implementing the 
Plan of ll,:,tion to combat Desertification. 

29. In paragraph 17 of its decision, the Council reaffirmed the central role of 
the united Nations Environment Programme in catalysing, co-ordinating and assessing 
the implementation of the Plan of Action at the international level. 

30. By paragraph 18 of the decision, the Council called upon all countries, in 
particular the developed countries and those in a position to do so, to increase 
their assistance to countries suffering from desertification, including the 
financing of subreqional and regional programmes, and to contribute to the Special 
Account created under General Assembly resolution 34/17 2 of 19 December 1977. It. 
also, by paragraph 19, welcomed Assembly resolution 38/163 of 19 December 1983 and 
fully supported the Executive Director's intention to request, on behalf of the 
Secretary-General, all Member States that had not already done so to provide as 
soon .as possible their c0111111ents to the Secretary-General in order to allow the 
General Assembly to consider taking a decision at its fortieth session on measures 
designed to obtain additional and predictable financing. 

31. By paragraph 24 of the decision, the Governing council invited the General 
Asseirbly to expand the role of the consultative Group for Desertification control 
to include explicitly responsibility for advising the Executive Director on, 

(a) The progress and effectiveness of activities implemented under the Plan 
of Action, identifying constraints and possible solutions to problems, taking 
account of relevant evaluations and case-studies} 

(b) Programme priorities of t!NEPJ 

(c) Measures required to improve implementation of the Plan of Action on a 
regional and world-wide basis. 

32. By paragraph 26 of the same decision, the Council authorized the Executive 
Director, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General ASsembly 

y Resolution 32/172 of 19 December 1977 as amended in respect of the 
functions of the Environment Co-ordination Board by resolution 32/197 of 
20 December 19 77. 
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(resolutions 32/172 of l9 December 1977, 35/73 of 5 December 1980 and 37/218 of 
20 December 1982), to submit to the Aasembly at its thirty-ninth session through 
the Economic and Social Counc 11, on behalf of the Governing Council, a progress 
report on the implementation of the Plan of Action to combat Desertification, based 
on the relevant parts of his annual report and the canmants of the Governing 
council thereon. y 

33. By paragraph 27 of the same decision, the Council also authorized the 
Executive Director to submit to the General Aasembly at its thirty-ninth session 
through the Economic and Social council, on behalf of the·Governing council, in 
accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General Aasembly (resolutions 33/88 
of 15 December 1978, 34/187 of 18 December 1979, 3S/72 of S December 1980, 
36/l90 of 17 December l981, 37/216 of 20 December 1982 and 38/164 of 
19 December 19 83) , a progress report on the implementation in the Sudano-sahelian 
region of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification, based on the relevant parts 
of his aMual report and the c011111ents of the Governing council thereon. !!/ 

34. Relevant c01m1ents made by delegations during the debate in plenary are 
reflectd in the proceedings of the Governing Council at ita twelfth session. l!/ 

H. International conventions and protocols in 
the field of the environment 

35. By decision 12/14 of 28 May l984, section v, paragraph l, the Governi119 
council authorized the Executive Director to transmit his report on international 
conventions and protocols in the field of the environment, 10/ together with the 
updated Register of International conventions and Protocols in the Field of the 
Environment, !!/ to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session in accordance 
with ASsembly resolution 3436 (XXX) of 9 December 197S. 

y A/39/433, annex I. 

!/ ~-• annex II. 

y UNEP /GC .12 /19 and corr .1 

M!f A/39/432. 

!!/ UNEP /GC/INFORMIITION/11. 



CllllPTER III 

ADOPTION OF DECISIONS 

Progra11111e policy and implementation (decision l2/l) 

36. At the 16th meeting of the session, on 29 May, the council had before it a 
draft decision on this subject submitted by the President (UNEP/GC.l2/L.l9 and 
Corr.l). 

37. In response to a request for clarification, the EXecutive Director said that 
it was his understanding that the consultative meeting of the Intergoverrunental 
Inter-sessional Preparatory Committee on the Environmental Perspective referred to 
in paragraph 6 of the decision as adopted would be an informal meeting of the 
Committee, with the Committee members represented by permanent representatives in 
Nairobi-- although any member that so wished could of course send a representative 
from his home country. The meeti"!I would be open to all permanent representatives 
to UNEP by virtue of the open-ended nature of the Committee. It was also his 
understanding that the meeting would have no financial implications for UNEP, since 
no translation or interpretation would be provided, following the practice adopted 
for the meetings of the committe1> of Permanent Representatives in Nairobi. The 
EXecutive Director •s understanding was confirmed by the Chairman of the Committee. 

38. The representative of Mexico placed on reco,:d his understanding that the 
consultative meeting would be convened by the Chairman of the Committee, and not by 
the committee of Permanent Representatives in Nairobi .. 

39. The representative of the united States of America said that his Goverrunent 
had been among the first to express an interest in membership of the 
Intergovernmental Inter-sessional Preparatory Coimnittee. Although he had deferred 
to other members of the western EUropean and Others Group in the allocation of 
seats on the Committee, his delegation intended to take full advantage of the 
open-ended nature of the Conunittee and to play a careful and constructive role in 
the development of the Environmental Perspective. 

40. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 

co-ordination (decision l2/2) 

41. At the 14th meeting of the session, on 28 May, the Council had before it a 
draft decision on this subject submitted by the President (UNEP/GC.l2/L.20), to 
which was added a text emanating from the committee of the Whole on environmental 
ccnsiderations in the review and appraisal of the International Development 
Strategy for the Third united Nations Development Decade 
(UNEP/GC.l2/L.8/Add.5, p.22). 

42. In the Committee, the text on the review and appcaisal of the International 
Development Strategy had been suggested by the Chairman. The representative of the 
Ukrainian SSR proposed a new paragraph to follow paragraph l, which was forwarded 
to the plenary session withcut the full endorsement of the CO!Mlittee. 

43. In plenary, the proposed additional paragraph was deleted from the draft 
decision, which was then adopted in its entirety by consensus. 
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state-of-the-environment reports (decision 12/31 

44. At the 14th 11eeting of the session, on 28 May, the Council had before it a 
draft decision on this subject submitted by the President (UNEP/GC.12/L.2l'). 

4 5. In connection with decision 12/3 A, the Executive Director ·said that he 
understood paragraph 6 to mean that consultations would be held with individual 
permanent representatives to UNEP, and not with the Group of Permanent 
Representatives. In those consultations an effoct would be made to facilitate 
specific agreements and elaborate actions for substantial environmental 
under takings, and where consensus was reached he would proceed to the 
implementation stage. 

46. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 

Extension and strengthening of the clearing-house mechanism (decision 1'2/4) 

47. At the 14th 11eeting of the session, on 28 May, the Council had before it a 
draft decision on this subject submitted by the President (UIIEP/GC.12/L.14) .' 

48. In response to a query, the Executive Director placed on record that the 
Clearing-house unit would be established within available resources. 

49. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 

Population and the environment (decision 12/5) 

so. At the 14th meeting of the session, on 28 May, the Council had before it a 
draft decision on this subject submitted by the President (llNEP/GC.12/L.22). 

51. The Executive Director expressed appreciation for the importance the Council 
attached to the interrelationships between population, resources, development and 
the envirorunent, but placed on record that the attention given to such 
intecrelationships in the past had not been limited, contrary to the assertion in 
paragraph 2 of the draft decision. The council had itself established two 
high-level groups to study the question, and a report had been submitted to the 
General Asselllbly. The creation of a special fund had been suggested, and following 
its creation by the Secretary-General all united Nations organizations studying 
interrelationships were entitled to draw on it to finance their future work. 

52. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 

Impacts of apartheid on the environment (decision 1'2/6) 

53. At the 15th meeting of the session, on 28 May, the council had before it a 
draft decision on this subject submitted by the Group of 77 
(UNEP/GC.12/L.10/Rev.l). The draft decision was introduced on behalf of the Group 
by the representative of Mexico, who said that, since it was the fruit of an 
exceptional effort to achieve consensus, and since it differed only in minor 
details from the decision on the same subject adopted by the council at its 
eleventh session, he hoped it could be adopted without objection. The draft 
decision was then adopted by consensus. 
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54. The representative of the united Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, speaking also on behalf of the representatives of Austria, Belgium, 
Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany and the united States of America, said that 
if the draft decision had been put to the vote, those representatives would have 
been unable to support the second preambular paragraph, or, as far as most of them 
were concerned, paragraph 6. She expressed concerh that in certain respects the 
decision dealt with issues which properly fell within the purview of political 
bodies rather than UNEP. 11<>wever, those representatives had been prepared to join 
in the consensus on the decision, more especially as they all shared an abhorrence 
for apartheid and the repressive measures that were used to enforce it. 

55. The representative of France said that, if a vote h·ad been .!:aken on the draft 
decision, she would have abstained. Although the French Government was firmly 
oppoaed to apartheid in all its manifestations, it felt that essentially political 
■atters were better dealt with in other united Nations forums. continuation of the 
tendency to raise such matters in technical bodies could cause lasting harm to 
their smooth operation. The representative of Spain associated himself with those 
obaerva tions. 

56. The representative of SWAPO said that it was well known that southern Africa 
was facing the problem of colonialism as well as that of apartheid, and expressed 
the hope that in future the Governing council would find a way to incorporate in 
its deliberations the impact of colonialism on the environment. 

57. The representative of Finland, speaking also on behalf of the representative 
of 110rway, said that while he fully supported the decision just adopted, he felt 
that questions of a political nature should be d_ealt with in political bodies. 

SB. The representative of China expressed profound sympathy· with··the people of 
south Africa, where the racist regime constituted a serious obstacle to the 
realization of their right to self-determination. The policy of apartheid was a 
cri■e against huaanity and a threat to world peace and security and the world 
environment. If peace was to be maintained in that region, the South African 
r'9uie must be subjected to strict sanctions, and the people of Namibia must be 
helped to secure their independence. 

59. The representative of the union of soviet socialist Republics said that, had a 
vote been taken on the draft decision, she would have voted in favour of the text 
in its entirety. 

Israel •s decision to build a canal link inc, the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea 
(decision 12/7 l 

60. At the 15th meeting of the session, on 28 May, the Council had before it a 
draft decision on this subject submitted by the Group of 77 (UNEP/GC.12/L.9). It 
was introduced on behalf of the Group by the representative of Mexico, who said 
that the sponsors had shown flexibility and moderation in the drafting of the text, 
in orcler to deal appcopriately with the issue without politicizing the work of the 
COuncil. The draft decision was practically identical to decision 11/4, and he 
hoped it would be adq,ted without the need for a vote. 

61. The representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization said that the 
world had seen Israelis usurping Palestinian land for their own use. Now Israel 
waa building a canal, the main section of which was located in the occupied Gaza 
Strip, aa a deliberate obstacle to the unity of the Palestinian people. 
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62. The representative <>f Israel said that his GOVernment had agr.eed to a request 
that experts should visit the site and study the ramifications of the proj~J, 
which would have no harmful effects whatsdever in the Jordan valley, the d,',{er 
Jordan or the Gaza Strip. Moreover, what was involved was not a canal but a 
predaainantly underground water conduit, 

63. The representative of the united States of America called for a vote. ~n the 
draft decision. The representative of Morocco called for a vote by roll.:Caii. The 
President then put the draft decision to the vote. It was adopted by 47 VQtes to 
1, with no abstentions. The voting was as follows, • 

In favour, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Botswana, 
Brazil, Burundi, BYelorussian Soviet socialist Republic, canada, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Finland, Prance, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Greece, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Italy, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kuwait, Lesotho, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Morooco, Nepal, Nigeria, Norway, Qnan, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sudan, 
Thailand, Uganda, ll<rainian Soviet socialist Republic, union of 
soviet Socialist Republics, Oiited Kingdan of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, united Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela. 

Against, united States of America. 

Abstaining: None. 

64. The representative of the united States of America expressed regret that a 
vote had proved necessary on the draft decision. However, the decision contained 
political elements which fell outside the competence of the Governing council, as 
well as prejudging the impact of the proposed project. If the decision had focused 
on environmental issues alone, avoided prejudging a project which was still at the 
feasibility stage, and noted that the issue could be resolved only through 
consultations between the Governments involved, he would have been able to support 
it. 

Smoking in meeting ro<>IIB (decision 12/8) 

65. At the 15th meeting of the session, on 28 May, the council had before it a 
draft decision on this subject submitted by the Bureau (UNEP/GC.12/L.24). The 
draft decision was adopted by consensus. 

united Nations acccmmodation at Nairobi (decision 12/9) 

66. At the 15th meeting of the session, on 28 May, the council had before it two 
draft decisions on this subject submitted by the Bureau (UNEP/GC.12/L.23 and L.26), 
which were subsequently merged.·-The draft decisions were adopted by consensus. 

Desertification (decision 12/10) 

67. At the 14th meeting of the session, on 28 May, the council had before it a 
draft decision on this subject submitted by the Bureau (IJJilEP/GC.12/L.13). 

68. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 
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69, In connection with paragraph 21 of. the decision as adopted, the Executive 
Director pointed out that the actions requested of him would be carried out within 
available resources. 

Environmental assessment (decision 12/ll) 

Environmental management (decision 12/12) 

Training and promotion in the Plan of l\ction for the Implementation of the WOrld 
SOils P0licy (decision 12/13) 

Environmental law (decision 12/14) 

Reform of the Information Service (decision 12/15) 

Supporting measures (decision 12/16) 

Reqional activities (decision 12/17) 

Financial framework for the FUnd programme (decision 12/18) 

Administrative and financial matters (decision 12/19) 

70, Decisions 12/11 to 12/19 were adopted on the recommendation of the Committee 
of the Whole in its report (UNEP/GC,12/L,8/Add.5). EKcept a& indicated below, the 
decisions were approved in the Committee and adopted by the COUncil, at the 14th 
plenary meeting on 28 May 1983, by consensus and without comment, 

Environmental assessment (decision 12/11) 

71. The Conunittee approved a draft decision suggested by th;. Chairman, as amended 
by the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Kenya1• 

72, One representative·said that the evaluation referred ta in paragraph 2 (c) of 
the decision should be limited to existing published materia~ from other United 
Nations bodies and to chemical substances included in the lili!t, so that the 
decision might be implemented within available resources, 

73, A representative of the secretariat said that on that understanding the 
financial implications would be between $50,000 and $60,000,' which would be made 
available by adjusting existing allocations. • 

Environmental management (decision 12/12) 

74, The Committee approved a draft decision suggested by thr Chairman, as amended 
in respect of partS•I•and II by the western Europe11p and O~rs Group. 

75, The Assistant EKecutive Director said that the financiail- implications were 
already covered in the planned work programme, 

76, In connection with section I of the decision, the repr!entative of Japan said 
that marine mananals should be properly conserved and proper utilized on the basis 
of scientific knowledge. In planning such utilization, whi included fishing 
activities, the social and economic circumstances of the peo!i,ie concerned should be 
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taken fully into account. He pointed out that the report on the draft global plan 
of action and financial plan on marine ma111111als (UNEP/GC.12/15) was one of several 
doc1a1ents which had failed to reach his delegation in time to peniit careful study 
before the subject was discussed, and he strongly requested the Executive Director 
to ensure that in future the six-week rule was observed in respect of all Council 
docuaents. 

Training and pr<aotion in the Plan of llction for the Implementation of the World 
Soils Policy (decision 12/13) 

77. The C0111111ittee approved a draft decision on this subject subaitted by 
Bangladesh, Botswana, Burundi, Chile, China, Colod>ia, Costa Rica, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Tunisia and Venezuela. 

Environmental law (decision 12/14) 

78. The C0111111ittee of the Whole rec<Jlftended for adoption by the Governing Council a 
draft decision suggested by the a.airman, incorporating as section I a draft 
decision on the protection of the ozone layer, subnitted by the Western European 
and Others Group, which was described by the sponsors as a compromise between those 
seeking the earliest possible adoption of the convention and those that wished for 
complete elaboration of a protocol concerning chlorofluorocarbons, to be ready for 
adoption at the Slllle time as the convention. It was the understanding of all the 
sponsors that the protocol would be optional, i.e. that it would not be a 
requir•ent of signing and ratifying the convention that a party to it should alao 
sign and ratify the protocol. The Assistant Executive Director said that the ozone 
layer section of the draft decision would have no financial implications not 
already budgeted for. 

79. One representative expressed a preference for taking note of, rather than 
adopting, the Provisional 11:Jtification Scheme for Banned and Severely llestricted 
Chemicals referred to in section II, as the matter was still being discussed in hia 
country. The Assistant Executive Director stated that the additional costs of 
operating the scheme for the International Register of Potentially Toxic Chanicals 
(IRPTC) were estimated at $60,000 a year. 

80. On section III, concerning the Working Group of Experts on Envirormental Law, 
the representative of Greece suggested that the Council should: 

"Take note that a ■ore equitable geographical representation should be 
encouraged in the work of the Working Group of Bxperta on Environaental Law 
and request the Executive Director to take whatever action he may dean 
necessary•. 

81. A draft decision on the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Specie• of 
Wild Animals submitted by the Western &lropean and Others Group was incorporated in 
the decision as section IV. The Assistant Executive Director said that the 
provision by IINEP of secretariat services for the Convention might take the for■ of 
one Professional post, one General Service post, travel and certain running coata, 
up to a total of $100,ooo, to be financed out of the PUnd progra11111e reaerve. 

Reform of the Information Service (decision 12/15) 

82. The Committee approved a draft decision suggested by the Chairman, as amended 
by the representatives of Austria, the Ivory coast and the Ukrainian SSR. 
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83. The Assistant Executive Director in the Office of the Envirorunent FUnd and 
Administration stated the Executive Director•s interpretation that the word 
"periodic• in paragraph 3 meant at least every two years. The committee agreed to 
that interpretation. 

84. Additionally, the Assistant EXecutive Director stated that the Executive 
Director did not believe a newsletter could be a replacement for Mazingira, which 
should not be considered as a flagship publication. one representative said that 
the decision whether or not a new flagship publication was needed should be taken 
in the light of experience in the future development of the newsletter, while 
another said that the new Chief of the Information Service should be left to 
develop his publication strategy. 

85. One representative requested the Executive Director, in view of the need for 
an environmental journal, to prepare and submit to the Governing Council at its 
thirteenth session a report on this matter. 

86. The Assistant EXecutive Director said the financial implications of including 
in the newsletter national news on environmental conservation would be about 
$30,000 per year, which had not been budgeted for. 

87. In plenary, the draft decision was adopted by consensus. The Council 
Confirmed the understanding of the EXecutive Director that paragraph 8 referred to 
the discontinuance of financial support for Mazingira. 

SUpportinq measures (decision 12/16) 

88. The Committee approved a draft decision submitted by the Chairman, 
incorporating a draft decision on the Environmental Training Network for Latin 
America and the Caribbean submitted by the Latin American Group. A representative 
of the secretariat said that the decision had no financial implications. 

Regional activities (decision 12/17) 

89. The committee approved a draft decision on the programme of action on the 
African environment and the African subregional environmental groups submitted by 
the African Group. A representative of the secretariat said that the decision had 
no financial implications. 

90. The committee approved a draft decision on the strengthening of the Regional 
Office for Africa submitted by the African Group. 

91. The representative of MC>cocco emphasized the need for subregional offices to 
bring UNEP closer to individual countries and foster co-operation, notably through 
the clearing-house and suggested that a pilot subregional office should be set up 
as a first step. In that context he drew attention to his Government's offer to 
provide facilities for the establishment of a subregional office for NOrth Africa. 

92. The representative of the Ivory coast said his delegation had accepted the 
draft decision in the interests of consensus. However, it wished to place on 
record its forJMl disagreement with the reference to the establishment of 
subregional focal points, since the draft text on the subject prepared by an expert 
group meeting had not yet been submitted to Governments for approval. That should 
be done at the forthcoming African environmental conference. on the other hand, 
the Ivory coast attached high priority to the establishment of subreqional offices. 
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93. The Assistant Executive Director said that subregional offices had not been 
budgeted for, and would cost between $60,000 and $100,000 each. UNEP would require 
a clear mandate before any action to establish them could be considered. 

94. The Committee also approved a draft decision on regional activities in Asia 
and the Pacific submitted by the Asian Group. 

95. The Assistant Executive Director said that the secretariat could not increase 
the allocation of funds to one budget line unless it had precise indications as to 
the size of the increase and which programme or programmes should receive reduced 
allocations to offset it. 

96. Finally, the committee approved a draft decision on regional and subregional 
.programmes in Latin America and the Caribbean submitted by the Latin American Group. 

97. TWo delegations expressed the view that there should be no restriction on the 
currencies to be used for additional support. 

98. The Assistant Executive Director said, that the financial im~lications of 
implementing paragraph 6 would be $300,000 for subparagraph (a), $90,000 for 
subparagraph (b) and $110,000 for subparagraph (c). 

99. In plenary, the draft decision was adopted by consensus. The council 
confirmed the Executive Director 1 1:1 understanding that the qualification "within 
available resources" applied to the whole of paragraph 1 in decision 12/17 c. 

100. concerning paragraph 5 of decision 12/17 p, the Execut.ive Director pointed out 
that a group of high-level financial e~perts had already prepared for the General 
Assembly a comprehensive report on financing within the framework of the Plan of 
Action to Combat Desertification. Accordingly, he proposed to comply with the 
request made to him by updating the existing report. The council agreed to that 
proposal. 

Financial framework for the Fund programme (decision 12/18) 

101. Concerning paragraph 1 of the decision, the Executive Director said he wished 
to spell out the implications of the future specified by the committee. A level of 
expenditure of $50 million would imply planning on a commitment of $62 million for 
the biennium 1986-1987. That figure in turn implied contributions to the 
Environment Fund of $74 million. 
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12/1. Programme policy and implementation 

The GoVerning Council, 

Having considered the annual report of the Executive Director, 1/ as well as 
the introductory report of the Executive Director and its addenda, ~ . ./ including the 
introductocy statement o~ the Executive Director, 

I. Policy matters 

l. NOtes with appreciation the information provided in the Executive 
Director's annual report and introductory reports on the implementation of 
decisions adcpted by the Governing Council at its eleventh session, 

2. NOtes the resolutions of the General l\Ssembly at its thirty-eighth 
session, a~ the Economic and social Council at its second reqular session in 
1983, which called specifically for action by the United Nations Environment 
Programme, and- the follow-up and implementation of certain of those resolutions 
envisaqed by the Executive Director, 

II. Environmental perspective to the year 2000 and beyond 

l. Recalls its decision at its eleventh session y to establish an 
open-ended Intergovernmental Inter-sessional Preparatory Committee, as one of the 
points recommended by the EXecutive Director in his report, y to assist it in 
carrying out its mandate in regard to the Environmental Perspective; to hold a 
first session of the committee in conjunction witl> tlie twelfth session of the 
governing Council and to consider the timing of future sessions of the Connittee in 
the liqht ot a progress report by the Executive Director to that session of the 
Council; and to decide upon the membership of the committee in accordance with a 
regional breakdown proposed by its Bureaui ¥ 

2. Notes the Jl['ogress made in the establishment of the Special Commission, 
as reported to the Governing Council by the Executive Director, 

3. Decides upon the following membership of the open-ended Interqovernmental 
Inter-sessional Preparatory Committee, 

!/ UNEP/GC.12/2 and Corr.l. 

y UNEP/OC.12/3 and corr.land 2, UNEP/GC.12/3/Acld.l and UNEP/GC.12/3/Acld.2. 

y Decision 11/3, para. 2. 

y ONEP/GC.11/3/Add.3, annex, paras. l-5. 

¥ UNEP/GC.11/18, chap. II, para. 13. 
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Algeria 
Argentina 
Austria 
Bangladesh 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Cameroon 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Denmark 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Greece 
India 
Indonesia 

Ivory coast 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Kenya 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Mexico 
Morocco 
Nether lands 
POland 
Saudi Arabia 
Senegal 
SWitzerland 
Ukrainian soviet Socialist Republic 
union of Scviet Socialist Republics 

4. Considers that the Connittee, in assisting the Governing Council in 
developing the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond for 
consideration and adoption by the General ASsembly, should conduct its work in the 
light of relevant Governing Council decisions and General Assembly resolutions, and 
of the intention of the Council and the ASsemly that the work should take into 
account relevant p,:oposals expected to be made in the report of the Special 
CoR111ission within two years of the latter's establishment; 

5. FUrther considers that the specific functions and scheduling of the work 
of the OOamittee within the framework of General ASsembly resolution 38/161 of 
19 December 1983 entail a relationship with the work of the Special Commission 
which accordingly would require the committee to, 

(a) Communicate to the Commission matters relevant to the environment known 
to be of concern to the Governing counci1 and the international cormnunity, a 
function which initially could be discharged at the committee's first session bY 
agreeing to convey the documentation listed by the EXecutive Director in his 
progress report on the process of preparation of the Environmental Perspective) ~ 

(b) Receive from the Special ec ... ission, at a preliminaty stage in their 
foraulation, the conclusions expected to be p,:oposed so that the conunittee raay make 
ita views known for consideration by the Special commission) 

(c) consider the final report of the commission, prepare comments on it and, 
drawing on its recommendations, propose an Environmental Perspective for 
transmission by the Governing Council to the General Assembln 

6. Invites the Chairman of the committee, in consultation with the EXecutive 
Director, to convene in september 1984 a consultative meeting of the committee with 
the participation of the permanent representatives in Nairobi to the united Nations 
on the subject of the Governing Council's expectations regarding matters it hopes 
will, inter alia, receive consideration by the commission, and also invites the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the co-ission to attend the meeting) 

y UNEP/GC.12/3/Add.l. 
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7. Decides that the Committee should hold its second session in conjunction 
with the thirteenth session of the Governing Council in 1985, at which tiae the 
council and the Committee may cOIISider further work for the committee, including 
the periodicity of its sessions in the light of the progrea■ of the CO-ission'• 
work, and in the light of consultations to be held by the Executive Director with 
the Special Oo-ission concerning progress in the formulation of the Oonmiaeion •s 
conclusions, 

8. Requests the Executive Director to transmit the report of the first 
session of the Oommi ttee, on behalf of the Governing Council, to the Commission ae 
a preliminary input to the C0111111isaion 's work. 

12/2. Co-ordination 

The Governing Council, 

16th meeting 
29 May 1984 

Having ca,aidered the report of the Administrative c01111ittee on co-ordination 
to the Governing council at its twelfth session, 7/ and the Executive Director's 
report on the sixth joint meeting of the Executive Director of the united Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) and the bureau of the United Nation■ 
Co•ission on Hwun Settlements with the Executive Director of the united Nations 
Environment Progranne and the bureau of its Governing council, !f 

Recalling General Asaembly resolution 3 7 /202 of 20 December 1982 by which, 
inter alia, the relevant organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations 
system were requested to report on the results achieved in their reapective sectors 
with regard to the implementation of the International Development Strategy for the 
Third United Nations Development Decade, 

Recalling alao its decisia, 11/1 of 24 May 1983, in section I, paragraph 1, of 
which it decided to consider the subject under an item on the agenda of its twelfth 
session, 

I. United Nations system-wide co-ordination 

1. EXp;esaes its appreciation of the annual report of the Administrative 
Oonwnittee on co-ordination, 

2. Notes from the annual and introductory repor ta of the EXecutive 
Director 9/ of the progress made in the exercise of the ce>-Oi'dinating and catalytic 
role of the United Nations Enviro1111ent Programme, 

'1J UNEP/GC.12/8 and Corr.l and UNEP/GC.12/8/Add.l and Corr.l. 

!f UNBP/GC.12/10. 

)Y UNBP/GC.12/2 and Corr.l and UNEP/GC.12/3 and Corr.l and 2 and Add.l and 2. 
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II. Environmental considerations in the review and appraisal 
of the International Development Strategy for the Third 
united Nations Development Decade 

1. Takes note of the review of the implementation of the enviromiental 
aspects of the International oevel0p111ent Sttategy for the 'l.'hird united Nations 
oeve lopment Decade contained in the report prepared under the aegis of the 
lldlninistrative COnaittee on Co-ordination,.!!!/ 

2. Reiterates the importance it attaches to environmental considerations for 
the successful imple11entation of the strategy, and invites the committee on the 
Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the International Development 
Strategy for th" Third united Nations Development Decade to take fully into account 
the need to stress those considerations, particularly in any adjustment of the 
policy measures for the remaining period of the DecadeJ 

3. Authorizes the EXecutive Director to transmit the report prepared under 
the aegis of the Administrative COnnittee on co-ordination, together with the 
c011111ents of the council thereon, .!Yon behaU of the Governing council, to the 
committee on the Review and APpraisal of the Implementation of the International 
oevelopment strategy for the Third United Nations Development oecade1 

III. Co-operation between the united Nations Environment 
Programme and the united Nations centre fOr Hwnan 
Settlements (Habitat) 

1. ~ the report of the Executive Director on the sixth joint meeting of 
the EXecutive Director of the united Nations centre for Human settlements (Habitat) 
and the bureau of the united Nations commission on Human Settlements with the 
Executive Director of the united Nations Environment Programme and the bureau of 
its Governing Counc ilJ y 

2. EX?:esses its satisfaction at the continuing co-operation between the 
secretariats of the Prograsmne and the Centre, 

3. Requests the EXecutive Director to continue and where possible increase 
such co-operation, 

4. NOtes that the commission on Human Settlements is expected to consider at 
its eighthsession the necessity of annual joint bureau meetingsJ 

s. Reaffirms the view regarding joint bureau meetings stated in section IV, 
para!lraph 6 of its decision 11/1 of 24 May 19831 

.!QI UNEP/GC.12/8/Add.l and corr.l. 

!Y see chap. IV above, paras. 11-15. 
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JV. Relations with non-governmental organisations 

1. lielcoaes the increasing co-operation of the united Nations envirolllllent 
Progranne with non-governmental organizations, 

2. Endorses the Executive Director• s efforts to extend auch co-operation to 
non~overnmental organizations concerned with develop-.nt iaaueaJ 

3. Requests the Executive Director to continue and where poaaible increase 
such co-operation. 

12/3. state-of-the-environment reports 

A. Environnent in the dialogue between and among 
developed and developing countries 

The Governing council, 

Recalling its decision 11/1 of 24 May 1983 whereby, in ·section II, 

14th -ting 
28 May 1984 

paragraph 3, it decided that the topic to be considered in the 1984 report on the 
state of the envirotunent would be "The envirotnent in the dialogue between and 
among developed and developing countries•, 

Recalling further that the intent of the report .!Y is to engender a better 
understanding of the central role of environmental issues in the broader aconoaic 
and social context, 

conscious that the perceived mutual interests in respect of enviromental 
issues have created an atmosphere of harmony in the Governing Council which can 
lead to agreements that might help to build confidence and a further understanding 
on the continuing economic and social dialogue, 

Hoping that these positive conditions prevailing in the Governing 80dy of the 
united Nations Environment Prograame can lead to further steps in the direction of 
agreed canmi tment and specific action, 

1. Takes note with app:eciation of the Executive Director •a intention to 
produce a final version of the state-of-the-environ-nt report for 1984, on 
environnent in the dialogue between and among developed and developing countries, 
taking into consideration the views expressed by Governaents prior to and during 
the debate on the report at the Governing Council's twelfth session, and to consult 
with Governments through the permanent representatives in Nairobi to the united 
Nations Environment Programme before issuing the final versionJ 

2. Encourages the Executive Director to continue - wherever feasible given 
the nature of the topic - to suggest specific action in conjunction with future 
state-of-the-environment reports) 

!Y UNEP /GC .12 /11 and corr • l . 
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3. Encourages all governmental organizations and bodies engaged in 
environmental activities to continue their efforts for sustained globai progress 
with special focus on the needs of developing countries, thus contributing to the 
objectives of the continuing dialogue\ 

4. Agrees to continued maintenance of support by the united Nations 
Environment Programme for this dialogue and for co-operation with a view to 
facilitating specific agreements and elaborating actions for substantial 
environmental undertakin9s1 

5. Requests the EXecutive Director to forward chapters I to III of the final 
version of the 1984 state-of-th-nvironment report to the General Assembly of the 
united Nations, its Committee on the Review and Appi:aisal of the Implementation of 
the International Development Strategy for. the Third united Nations Development 
Decade, the FOurth General Confere..:e of the united Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, the International Conrerence on Population, the Intergovernmental 
Inter-sessional Preparatory Committee on the Environmental Perspective and the 
Special Connission on the Environmental Perspective\ 

6. Decides to submit the Executive Director's suggestioos to the Governing 
council for further action, as contained in chapter IV of his report, to the 
permanent representatives in Nairobi to the united Nations Environment Programme 
for their consideration in preparation for the thirteenth session of the Governing 
council. 

B. Emerging environmental issues 

The Governing Council 

14 th meeting 
28 May 1984 

l. Takes note of the reports of the Executive Director on emerging 
environmental issues Wand on environmental events in 19831 14/ 

2. Requests the EXecutive Director to update the list of emerging issues for 
each session of the Governing council by, 

(a) Adding any new issues that might have emerged during the period preceding 
the Governing council session) 

(b) Revising the list to include important information additional to what is 
included in the report that might add to knowledge of the issues1 

13/ UNEP/GC.12/11/Add.l . 

.!!/ UNEP/GC.12/11/Add.3. 
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3. Considers that the following issues among those presented in the report 
of the Executive Director should be taken into consideration in the preparation of 
biennial progranwe budgets within the system-wide medium-term environment 
progr8Jllllle1 air pollution or cities in developing countries and biotechnology. 

c. FUture state-of-the-environment reports 

The Governing Council 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

1. Decides that a comprehensive report on the state of the environment 
should be prepared every ten years, the next such report to be submitted to the 
cowx: 11 in 1992. 

2. Decides that the items to be considered in the Executive Director's 
report on the state of the environment of 1985 will be population and the 
environment and environmental aspects of emerging agricultural technology. 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

12/4. Extension and strengthening of the clearing-house mechanism 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decisions 10/4, 10/6 and 10/26 of 31 May 1982, 

Aware that, in response to those decisions, the Executive Director has 
established a clearing-house mechanism on an experimental basis, 

Acknowledqing the positive results achieved in carrying out the clearing-house 
experiment, as described in the EXecutive Director's progress report, 12./ 

IIOting that the results already achieved require follow-up measures and steps 
and that additional efforts must be undertaken, 

Expressing its appreciation to the Governments of Argentina, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, the Netherlands and sweden and international organizations 
such as the Arab GUlf Progr8Jllllle for united Nations Development organizations and 
the United Nations development agencies for their support to the clearing-house 
experiment. 

1. Decides to extend the clearing-house experiment for three yearsi 

15/ UNEP/GC.12/4. 
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2. Requests the Executive Director to establish a Clearing-house unit with 
no more than five appropriately qualif~ed Professional staff plus support services, 
in ordec to execute the clearing-house responsibilities of the united Nations 
Environment Programme, with a view to the unit also carrying out the Programme's 
brokerage functions for other relevant projects1 

J. Requests the Executive Director to seek funding for long-term programmes 
already proposed to deal with serious environmental problems in additional 
developing countries, and to initiate, within available resources, new programmes 
for that purpose, having particular regard to those countries that have relatively 
undeveloped institutional and legislative environmental support structures1 

4. FUrther requests the EXecutive Director to initiate, within available 
resources, progra....,s for the integration of environmental considerations into 
development planning processes in additional developing countries1 

5. Also requests the Executive Director, 

(a) TO consider other means of promoting the clearing-house concep·t1 

(b) TO ensure that clearing-hoUse projects are formulated, where appropriate, 
in consultation and co-ordination with the representatives of other united Nations 
organizations, bilateral donors and non-governmental organizations present in the 
beneficiary countries1 

6. Calls upon Governments to contribute in cash or in kind over the next 
three years to support key clearing-house activities, specifically, 

(a) TO finance technical teams to work with developing countries on 
strategies for dealing with serious environmental problems, and to help them 
identify and develop specific projects which can be proposed to donors1 

(b) TO finance consultants to assist beneficiary countries in formulating 
and/or implementing projects1 

7. Also calls upon donor countries and institutions and other countries in a 
position to do so to support actively project proposals emanating from the work of 
the Clearing-house Unit1 

8. Requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing council at its 
fourteenth session on the implementation of the present decision, including 
information on the status of projects emanating from the work of the Clearing-house 
unit, in conjunction with the further implementation of council decision 10/4. 
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12/5. Population and the environment 

The Governing council, 

Noting the world Plan of Action adopted at the world p0pulation conference 
held at Bucharest in 1974, which in paragraph 70 states that •it is imperative that 
all countries, and within them all social sectors, should adapt themselves to more 
rational utilization of natural resources•,~ 

FUrther noting that, despite the success in decreasing the rate of population 
growth, the global population continues to increase substantially, 

FUlly aware that accelerated development efforts together with population 
growth exert combined and increasing pressures upon natural resources and the 
environment, and that an i11proved quality of life can be achieved only it 
development is co11111ensurate with sound environmental management, 

1. Urges the united Nations Environment Programme to participate fully in 
the forthcoming International conference on Population to be held in Mexico City in 
August 19841 

2. Requests the Executive Director to. accord priority, within available 
resources, to the work towards harmonious interaction between population, 
resources, development and the environment, an area heretofore accorded only 
limited attention1 

3. Requests the Executive Director to treat the issue of population and the 
environment in the state-of-the-environment report for the year 1985, in the light 
of the results of the International Conference on PopUlation. 

12/6. Impacts of afartheid on the environment 

The Governing Council, 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Recalling its decision 9/9 of 26 May 1981 and its decision 10/7 of 28 May 1982 
on impacts of apartheid on the environment, 

~ of the fact that apartheid is a crime agaiMt mankind and that it 
represents a great threat to peace and international understanding between peoples 
and countries of the world, 

16/ Report of the united Nations world Population conference, 1974 
(united Nations publication, sales No. E.75.XIII.3), chap. I, para. 70. 
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Recognizing the need for greater understanding and appreciation of the real 
and potential impacts of the apartheid and bantustan policies on the people of 
south Africa and the neighbouring States with respect to their human 
environaent - more specifically, land, natural resources, human settlements - and 
the question of fundaaental human rights, human health and physical, mental and 
social well-being, 

Recognizing further that such knowledge and information are vitally necessary 
in order to understand the full dimensions of the damage which the apartheid and 
bantustan policies of south Africa have caused and still continue to cause to 
millions of people in southern Africa; 

l. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the EXecutive Director on 
the enviromnental illpllCts of apartheid with specific reference to industry in the 
urban and rural areas in south Africa, !J./ 

2. N<>tea with grave concern that serious environmental deterioration 
ccntinues with regard to the establishment of polluting industries in urban and 
rural areas (townships and so-called bantustans)1 

3. Reaffirms its sy-thy and solidarity with the victims of apartheid for 
the hardships and deprivation to which they are subjected; 

4. rurther stro"9ly reaffirms its condemnation of the Bf"!rtheid system in 
its various manifestations, and calls upon the world community to exercise its 
mcxal obligation to bring this histocical injustice to a quick end; 

5. Requests the EXecutive Director to continue to monitor developments 
pertaining to enviromental impacts of apartheid, including the adverse and severe 
environaental conditions under which black workers are working, especially in mines; 

6. PUrther requests the EXecutive Director, in conjunction with other united 
Nations agencies, to respond to appeals far assistance from national liberation 
movements for: victims of apartheid with respect to their educational and project 
needs on environmental issues for which budgetary provision should be made in terms 
of the progra...., priorities of the united Nations Environment Progranune. 

!J./ UNEP/GC.12/5. 
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12/7. IBrael •s deciaion to build a canal linking the 
Mediterranean sea to the Dead sea 

The Gaverning council, 

Recalling General AasUlbly resolutions 36/150 of 16 Deceni>er 1981, 37/122 of 
16 Decellbar 1982 and 38/85 of 15 December 1983, 

Recalling also Gaverning Council decision 11/4 of 23 May 1983, 

Bearing in aincl the Declaration of the tllited Nations Conference on the Human 
l!nviro-t, held at Stockholm in 1972, 18/ and the Nairobi Declaration of 1982 
regarding the protection and enhancuientof the environment, 19/ . -

Recognizi"9 that the proposed canal to be constructed partly through the 
Gaza Strip,• Palestinian territory occupied in 1967, would violate the principles 
of international law and affect the interests of the Palestinian people, 

confident that the canal linking the Mediterranean Sea with the Delld Sea, if 
executed by Israel, will cause direct, serious and irreparable dalllll\le to lllllJl and 
hi• environaent in Jordan and to Jordan's rights and legitiaate vital interests in 
the econoaic, agricultural, demographic and ecological fields, 

1. Depl.ores Israel's non-compliance with General ASselllbly resolutions 37/122 
and 38/85 and its refusal to receive the united Nations team of expertsJ 

2. lleelllls the General ASsembly's demand in its resolutions 37/122 and 38/85 
that Iarael not construct this canal and cease forthwith all actions and/or plans 
taken towards the illpl-tation of this projectJ 

3. PUrther recalls the General Assembly's call in the same resolutions upon 
all states, specialized agencies, governmental and non-governmental organizations 
not to assist, directly or indirectly, in the preparation for and execution of this 
projectJ 

4. Requests the l!xecutive Director to facilitate the work of the 
secretary-General of the tllited Nations in monitoring and assessing, on a 
continuing basis, all aspects - especially ecological ones - of the adverse effects 
on Jordan and on the Arab territories occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, 
arising from the illplementation of the Israeli decision to construct the canal, 

!!f Report of the united Nations Conference on the Human Enviroment 
(IJ\ited Nations publication, sales No. E.73.II.A.14 and corrigendum), chap. I. 

!!J Official Records of the General l\Bsembly, Thirty-seventh session, 
Supplement No. 25 (A/37/25), part one, annex II. 
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as well as in the preparation of the report of the Secretary-General to be 
submitted to the General A&sentlly at its thirty-ninth session, and to report to the 
Governing council at its .thirteenth session on the implementation of the present 
decision. 

12/8. 9nokinq in meeting r00111s 

The Governing Council, 

15th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Recognizing the role of the united Nations Envirolllllent Progra11111e in fighting 
pollution, 

NO ting the General Assembly's dir~ctives concerning smoking in meeting ro0111B, 

~ of the health dangers of smoking to smokers and to others, 

1. Decides that the no-S1110king rule shall be observed from the beginning of 
its thirteenth session in all the meeting rOOIDs where its functions are being 
performed; 

2. EnCouraqea all meetings discussing enviromental issues nationally, 
regionally or globally to observe the same restriction. 

12/9. united Nations accOIIIIIOdation at Nairobi 

The Governing Council, 

15th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 32/208 of 21 December 1977, 34/233 of 
20 December 1979, 35/222 of 17 December 1980, 36/235, section IX, of 
18 December 1981, 37/237, section IX, of 21 December 1982 and 38/234, section XXII, 
of 20 December 1983, regarding the united Nations accollllllOdation at Nairobi, 

I 

1, welcomes the announcement by His EKcellency Mr. Daniel arap M>i, 
President of Kenya, on 21 May 1984 granting the united Nations an additional 
40 acres of land for the united Nations accommodation at Nairobi; 

2. Rec._.,nds to the General Assembly the acceptance, with appreciation, of 
this qenerous donation; 

3. welcomes also the announcement by the Government of Kenya of action to 
facilitate access to the accommodation bY means of road improvements; 

4. Exp:eases its app:eciation to the Government and people of Kenya for the 
generous and continued hospitality they have extended to the united Nations 
organizations working in Kenya; 
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II 

ccmmiends the Executive Director for the effective manner in which he 
discharged the responsibilities entrusted to him by the united Nations 
General Aasembly and the Secretary-General with respect to the construction of the 
united Nations accCIIIIIIOdation at Nairobi, and particularly for the fact thet the 
construction project was completed according to sdledule and, more important, 
within the cost estillates app:oved by the General Assembly. 

l2/l0. oesertif !cation 

The Governing Council, 

15th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Recalling its decision 9/22 of 26 May 1981 on action to canbat desertification, 

Having considered the report of the Executive Director on the general 
assessment of progress in the implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat 
Desertification, 1978-1984 20/ and the report of the Administrative COJmittee on 
Co-ordination, 21/ as well as the relevant parts of the Executive Director's annual 
report 22/ and his report on programme matters, W - . 

l. Expresses its appceciation to the Executive Director for his 
comprehensive and action-oriented report; 

2. Also expresses its appceciation to the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordination for its analytical report) 

3. Notes with great concern that during the period under review 
desertification has continued to spread and intensify in developing countries, and 
particularly in Africa; 

4. Reconfirms the validity of the Plan of Action to Conbat Desertification, 
and the general appropriateness of the institutional arrangements established by 
the General Assembly for the follow-up of its implementation; 

5. Endorses the view of the Executive Director that the implementation of 
the Plan has to be more focused on the most affected countries and on actions to 
arrest desertification giving priority to areas offering the best chances for 
substantial rehabilitation; 

!QI UNEP/GC.12/9 and Corr.l. 

W IINEP/GC .l2/8 and Corr .1. 

W UIIEP/GC.12/2 and Corr.l. 

W UNEP/GC.12/12 and corr .1 and Add.l. 
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6. EXpresses its satisfaction with the initiative of the secretary-General 
of the united Nations in establishing the Office of the United Nations 
Secretary-General's Special Representative on the African social and Economic 
Crisis, a crisis caused among other things by prolonged drought1 

7. Appeals to all GoVernments, organizations of the united Nations system 
and other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to give due 
consideration to strengthening their financial and technical support to the 
countries of the SUdano-sahelian reg ion1 

8. Takes note with satisfaction of the positive experiment undertaken by the 
united Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office as a United Nations Development 
Programme/United Nations Environment Programme joint venture in providing support 
to nineteen African countries, on behalf of the United Nations EX'lvironment 
Programme, in implementing the Plan of Action; 

9. Requests the Executive Director to approve for the united Nations 
Sudano-Sahelian Office concrete biennial programmes with specific goals to allow 
the governing councils of both the united Nations Environment Programme and the 
united Nations Development Programme to measure achievements within the framework 
of the implementation of the Plan of Action1 

10. Decides to include Ghana and TOgo among the countries eligible to receive 
assistance through the united Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office in implementing the 
Plan of Action1 

11. urges Governments of countries suffering from or prone to desertification 
to consider favourably giving priority to the establishment of national programmes 
to cOlllbat desertification and also to consider establishing appropriate national 
machinery for that purpose, bearing in mind as appropriate the recommendations 
cootained in chapter VII, section c, of the report of the Executive Director, 24/ 
and to give particular emphasis to designing such programmes in harmony with -
existing social, cultural and ecological systems of the peoples involved1 

12. Authorizes the Executive Director to assist, as appropriate, Governments 
which so desire in the above endeavours, 

13. Also authorizes the Executive Director to assist GoVernments in applying, 
in the context of the implementation of the Plan of Action, appropriate land use 
policies in arid, semi-arid and subhumid regions suffering from intensive soil 
degradation which diminishes the potential of the land1 

14. Urges Governments and international bodies to consider: 

(a) Examining their ongoing and planned development projects to ensure 
maximum effectiveness in combating desertification; 

(b) Completing the national assessments of desertification and establishing 
mechanisms to monitor the status and trends; 

24/ UNEP/GC.12/9 and corr.l. 
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(c) Reviewing and revising accordingly policies and practices which serve as 
impediments or disincentives to successful desertification control measures at the 
local level1 

15. Emphasizes the importance of regional co-operation as an effective means 
of increasing the efficient use of financial and technical resources, with 
particular emphasis accorded to co-operative research, training and information 
exchange\ 

16. Reaffirms the importance of the role of non-governmehtal organizations in 
the implementation of action-oriented projects, and the need for continuing support 
for the ir actions 1 

17. Reaffirms the central role of the United Nations Enviroment Programme in 
catalysing, co-ordinating and assessing the implementation of the Plan of Action at 
the international leve 11 

18. Calls upon all countries, in particular the develcped countries and those 
in a position to do so, to increase their assistance to countries suffering from 
desertification, including the financing of subregional and regional programmes, 
and to contribute to the Special Account created under General Aasembly 
resolution 32/172 of 19 December 19771 

19. welcanes General Assembly resolution 38/163 of 19 December 1983 and fully 
supports the intention of the Executive Director to request, on behalf of the 
Secretary-General, all Member States that have not yet done so to provide as BOOn 
as possible their comments to the secretary-General in order to allow the General 
Assembly to consider taking a decision at its fortieth session on Hasures designed 
to obtain additional and predictable financing1 

20. Invites all Governments, particularly those of donor members, to become 
more involved in the work of the consultative Group for Desertification control, 
especially in the process of formulation of projects to be presented to the Group1 

21. Requests the Executive Director to consider the implementation, in 
permanent consultation as the case may be with the Governments concerned, the 
Consultative Group for Desertification control, regional organizations and regional 
intergovermnental meetings, of the recommendations for regional action and overall 
support contained in chapter VII, sections D and F, of his report1 22/ 

(a) To request the united Nations Development Programme, the united Nations 
rund for Population Activities and the other united Nations organs concerned to 
illpl.ement their agreement in the Environnent co-ordination Board in 1978 to provide 
additional staff support for the oesertification Branch1 

(b) TO authorize the Executive Director, should no response, or only a 
partial response, to that request have been received within six months, to seek 
from the Governing council, if necessary, the appropriations to enable him to make 
use of up to five posts, as required, from those frozen for 1984-1985 to supplement 
the present establishment of the Branch1 
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(c) TO request Governments in a position to do so to second qualified and 
experienced personnel to the Desertification Branch at their own expense, the 
numbers, duration of assignment and specific functions of such personnel to be at 
the discretion of the Executive Director~ 

23. Further decides to give the Desertification Branch a greater degree of 
autonOIIIY in fulfilling its functions by establishing it as a programme activity 
centre, with the priority tasks of building up and disseminating to Governments a 
data base on desertification control, including case-studies, evaluations, national 
focal points concerned with developing national programmes, projects being 
undertaken, sources of expertise within countries, individual experts with relevant 
experience, non-governmental organizations active in the field, etc., drawing, 
where possible, on information already available within and outside the united 
Nations Environment Programme, notably the Global Environnental Monitoring System 
and the International Referral system for sources of environment4al information1 

24. Invites the General Assembly to expand the role of the consultative Group 
for Desertification control to include explicitly responsibility for advising the 
EXecutive Director on, 

(a) The progress and effectiveness of activities implemented under the Plan 
of Action, identifying constraints and possible solutions to problems, taking 
account of relevant evaluations and case-studies; 

(b) Progrume priorities of the united Nations Environment Programme1 

(c) Measures required to improve implementation of the Plan of Action on a 
regional and world-wide basis1 

25. Requests the Executive Director to examine and clarify the functions and 
outputs of the Inter-Agency Working Group on Desertification, and to recommend to 
the GoVerning council at its thirteenth session appcopriate changes for action to 
ensure full consultation and co-operation between the agencies of the United 
Nations, 

26. Authorizes the Executive Direct~, in accocdance with the ~elevant 
resolutions of the General ASsembly, W to submit on behalf of the Governing 
council a progress report on the implementation of the Plan of Action to combat 
Desertification, based on the relevant parts of his annual report and the comments 
of the Governing Council thereon, to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth 
session through the Economic and SOcial council! 

27. Also authorizes the EXecutive Director to submit on behalf of the 
Governing Council, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General 
Asseinbly, 26/ a progress report on the implementation of the Plan of Action to 

W General Assembly resolutions 32/172 of 19 December 1977 and 35/73 of 
5 December 1980. 

W General Asselllbly resolutions 33/88 of 15 December 1978, 34/187 of 
18 Deceinber 1979, 35/72 of 5 December 1980, 36/190 of 17 December 1981, 37/216 of 
20 December 1982 and 38/164 of 19 December 1983. 
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Combat Desertification in the Sudano-Bahelian region, based on the relevant parts 
of his annual report and the comments of the Council thereon, to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-ninth session through the Bconcmic and SOcial council) 

28. Decides that a further overall assessment of progress in the 
ifll)lementation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification should be carried 
out in 1992) 

29. Requests the EXecutive Director to report to the Governing council at 
each of its sessions on progress in the implementation of the Plan of Action to 
Conbat Desertification. 

12/11. Environmental assessment 

The Governing council 

14th aeeting 
28 May 1984 

1. Notes the progress made in the implementation of decision 11/1, 
section 2,~graph 8, concerning the monitoring of acidity of rainfall in the 
developing countries) 27/ 

2. Notes also the report of the EXecutive Director on the list of 
environmentally dangerous chemical substances and processes of global 
significance) 28/ 

3. Notes further the report of the BXecutive Director on the preparation and 
presentation of environmental data1 W 

4. Requests the Executive Director: 

(a) TO refer the published report on the list of environmentally dangerous 
chemical substances and processes of global significance to Governments, relevant 
international organizations, industry and non-9overnmental organizations for 
further study and action, as appropriate, 

(b) TO obtain their comments on the report, in particular on the 
recamnendations contained therein) 

(c) TO submit an updated version of the report to the Governing council at 
its fourteenth session in 1987, taking into consideration the comments and 
suggestions received, and evaluating, using to the maximum extent possible 
information already available in other United Nations bodies, the real extent to 
which developing and developed countries participate in the production, 
distribution and release of environmentally dangerous chemical substances1 

E.f UNEP/GC.12/12, paras. 12 and 13. 

!!( IINEP/GC.12/16. 

'l2/ UNEP/GC.12/11/Add.2. 
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5. Invites the EXecutive Directoc, 

(a) TO initiate publication in 1985, using the best practicable means, of as 
many as pcssible of the environmental indicators listed in annex I to the report on 
the preparation and presentation of environmental data, continuing with routine 
updates and extensions thereafter, and presenting the indicators so as to highlight 
trends in the global enviromnent and provide a listing of related variables that 
will be useful in assessment, 

(b) To commence canpiling, in co-operation with appropriate united Nations 
and intergovernmental bodies and following the approach outlined in section c of 
the report, a list of selected enviromnental data sources1 

(c) TO continue the preparation and publication of assessments of important 
environmental problems accocding to the schedule given in annex III and the 
approach-set out in section D of the report1 

(d) TO utilize the annual environmental indicators publications in the 
preparation of co■prehensive reports on the state of the environ■ent, the first of 
these to update and refine the report on The world Environment 1972-1982. 1Q/ 

12/12. Environmental management 

The GoVerning council 

1. Marine mammals 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

l. End«ses the Global Plan of Action for the conservation, Manage111ent and 
Utilization of Marine Mammals llf as a timely and valuable framework for pol icy 
planning and programme formulation by the international community, 

2. Nates the efforts of the EXecutive Director to prepare and submit a 
financial plan foc the implementation of the Plan of Action, 

3. Appeals to all Governments and international organizations to make firm 
cOllUnitments to the Plan of Action; 

4. Requests the EXecutive Director to promote a broad-based response to the 
Plan of l\Ction, drawing upon the capabilities of existing institutions to the 
maximum extent possible and utilizing the catalytic role of the United Nations 
Environment Programme as ap~ropriate1 

5. Requests the EXecutive Director to take the following approach in 
securing additional financial commitments in support of the Plan of Action, 

30/ The world Enviromnent 1972-1982, Natural Resources and the Enviromnent 
Series, vol. 8 (DUblin, Tycoolie International Publishing Ltd., 1982). 

W UNEP/OC.12/15, annex I. 
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(a) TO circulate to potential donors fact sheets on individual projects 
identified for the iaplementation of the Plan, 

(b) TO investigate the possibility, in the case of projects with a strong 
regional component, of adopting a regional approach to their funding in 
consultation with the countries concerned, 

6. Invites the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at i ta 
thirteenth session on the response of Governments and international organiaationa 
to the Plan of Action, 

u. world Soila POlicy 

1. Ender sea the Plan of AC tion for the Impluientation of the World soils 
POlicy ~ as a tillely and valuable fruiework for policy plaMing and progrune 
formulation by the international c01111Runity1 

2. IIOtea the efforts of the Executive Director to prepare and submit a 
financial pl.an for the implementation of the Plan of Aetion) 

3. Appeals to all GoVernments and international organizations to make fir■ 
caaitllents to the Plan of Action) 

4. Requests the EXecutive Director to promote a broad-baaed response to the 
Plan of Action, drawing upon the capabilities of existing institutions to the 
11axi.mua extent poaaible and utilizing the catalytic role of the Progra_. as 
appropriate, • 

5. Requests the Executive Director to take the following approach in 
securing additional financial c01111it11ents in support of the Plan of Aetion, 

(a) TO circulate to potential donors fact sheets on individual projects 
identified for the implementation of the Plan, 

(b) TO investigate the possibility, in the case of projects with a strong 
regional component, of adopting a regional approach to their funding in 
consultation with the countries concerned, 

6. Invites the Executive Director to report to the GoVerning council at its 
thirteenth session on the response of Governments and international organizations 
to the Plan of Action, 

13/ UNEP /GC .12/14 , annex I. 
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III, Tropical torests and woodlands 

1. ~ the progress made in the implementation of decision 10/14, 
section II, paragraph 3, regarding the conanittee on FOrest Development in the 
Tropics; 33/ 

2. welcanes the adoption of the International Tropical Timber Agreement, 
1983 by the united Nations Conference on Tropical Timber, 

3, urges Governments which have not yet done so to sign and ratify the 
Agreement ~able it to enter into force on the appointed date of 1 OCtober 19841 

4. Authorizes the EXecutive Directoc to establish close and active 
co-operation with the International Tropical Timber Organization, 

IV, ~ 

• Notes the progress 11ade in the implementation of decision ll/7, part five, and 
in particular the establishment of the Advisory Group on water Resources, the 
convening of the working group on large-scale water projects, and the active 
participation of the united Nations Environment Prograllllll8 in the Steering Committee 
for the International water supply and sanitation oecade1 ~ 

v. Genetic resources 

1, Notes the progress made in the implementation of decision 11/7, 
part six1 35/ 

2. urges Governments and the relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations to co-operate fully with the Executive Director in this exercise1 

3. welcomes the adoption of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic 
~~urces by the twenty-second conference of the POod and Agriculture organization 
of the united Nations 1 -

4. urges Govern■ents that have not yet done so to adhere to the undertaking 
and to support and participate in the international arrangements outlined therein1 

5. Authorizes the EXecu~ive Director to establish close and active 
co-operation with the Commission on Plant Genetic Jesources of the F00d and 
Agriculture Organization with regard to the implementation of the undertaking1 

33/ UNEP/OC.12/12, paras. 4-7. 

34/ UNEP/GC.12/2, chap. IV, paras. 141-146, 

35/ UNEP/OC.12/12, para. 42, 
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VI •. Wildlife conservation and management 

Takes note of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the contribution of 
the united Nations system to the conservation and aana9-nt of the Latin llaericen 
cultural and natural heritage 1Y and its progress report on the implementation of 
recom,endations on regional programmes in the conservation and mana9-nt of 
African wildlife, llJ as well as the comaents of the EXecutive Director on the two 
reports, 1Y 

Vtt. Industry and environaent 

NOtes the progress made in the implementation of decision 11/7, pert two, 
section AJ 39/ 

VIII. Marine pollution 

1. ~ the progress made in the implementation of decision 11/7, 
part four, section A, and welcomes the increased co-operation between the united 
Nations Environment Progr..,_ and the Intergovernmental oceanograp,ic 
commission) 40/ 

2. NOtes also the progress made in the implementation of decision ll/1, 
section II, paragraph 8, with regard to the review of environmental implications of 
the disposal of radioactive wastes at sea1 !1/ 

3. Urges the Executive Director to continue to co-operate with the 
International Atanic Energy Agency and other relevant organizations in studies in 
the area of the environmental impact of the disposal of radioactive waatea on the 
sea-bed as well as in the area of sea-bed mining 1 

IX. Regional seas 

1. ~ the progress made in the implementation of dee is ion 11/7 , 
part four, section B, on the expansion and implementation of the regional seaa 
programme, 4Y 

36/ UNEP /GC. 12 /L .1. 

ll./ UNEP/GC .12/L .3. 

w UNEP/GC.12/L.S. 

ill UNEP/GC .12/12, paras. 21-23. 

40/ UNEP /GC .12 /12 , paras. 35 and 36. 

41/ UNEP/GC.12/2, chap. IV, para. 205. 

42/ UNEP/GC.12/12, paras. 37-39. 
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2. Urges concerned States to give full support to the adoption and 
ratification of relevant regional conventions and protocols for the protection and 
dE!Y'el.Qpment of the marine environment and coastal areas~ 

3. Invites participating member states to pay their contributions to the 
trust funds est.ablished in support of the implementation of the regional action 
plans. 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

12/13. Training and pr0111otion in the Plan of Action for the 
Implementation of the world Soils Policy 

The Governing Council, 

considering Governing Council decisions 6/5 C of 24 May 1978, 7/6 B of 
3 May 1979, 8/10 of 29 April 1980, 9/15 B of 26 May 1981, 10/14 of 3 May 1982 and 
11/7, part one, paragraph 8, of 24 May 1983, by means of which member States have 
shown their will to adopt a war ld SOils Policy, based on national policies, 

Considering also the report of the Executive Director on the draft plan of 
action and financial plan for the world Soils Policy, according to which the 
limited response that the appeal to member States by the United Nations Environment 
Prograimne has had is due to the fact that "In many countries, there is a lack of 
recognition of the problems on a national level and a lack of resources to attack 
or overcome them", 4!/ 

considering further the recommendation made by the high-level expert groups 
convened by the united Nations Environment Programme in co-operation with the Food 
ard Agriculture organization of the united Nations, the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization and the International SOciety of SOil science 
(ll:Jme, 1980 and 1981, and Geneva, 19~2), which pointed to the need to promote the 
training of national technical cadres for planning and executing soils policies, 

Recalling that both the Declaration adopted by the united Nations conterence 
on the Human Environment, 1972, 44/ and the Nairobi Declaration, 1982, 45/ insist 
on the need to promote public aw'aceness of the importance of the enviro"iw"ent and 
the need to promote training at the national level, 

43/ UNEP/GC.12/14, para. 3. 

44/ Report of the united Nations conference on the Human Enviroranent (United 
Nations publication, Bales No. E.73.II.A.14 and corrigendum, chap. I) • 

.!2j Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh session, 
Supplement No. 25 (A/37/25), part one, annex II. 
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Taking into account the importance that transfer of technoloqy has, as a 
durable and efficient form of international assistance, by means of training 
national cadres that will originate an endogenous movement of the peoples to face 
their problems, 

Taking into account also the united Nations programme on major world 
conferences, which have IIIObilized Goverrunents and the scientific community and 
given to th<' subjects dealt with universal 110111entum and publicity, 

L Decides, 

(a) That, in the Plan of Aetion for the Implementation of the world Soils 
Policy, the highest Priority should be given to training national· technical cadres 
for plannill<l and executing national plans on soils policyi 

(bl That the training progrannes should be carried out, preferably, by means 
of establishing or promoting, in existing universities or agencies, national or 
regional soils, water and forests centres, that will qive continuity to the 
functions of research, teaching and applying soil sciences, as well as promoting 
public awareness of soil problems)' 

Cc) That, as far as possible, the research programmes included in the Plan of 
Action that has been endorsed by the Council be entrusted to these centres in order 
to give the respective tasks continuity and adaptation to reQional characteristics 
and needs1, 

2. Calls upon the EXecutive oire9tor to assess the need for and feasibility 
of convening a w«ld conference of Governments and international organizations for 
the purpose of !lchi evin;i co-operation in the implementation of the world Soils 
Policy. 

12 /14. Environmental law 

The Governing council, 

Recalling its decision 11/7 part two, section B, of 24 May 1983, 

Having conaidered the reports of the Executive Director on programme matters 
and other documents in the field of environmental law, 46/ 

NOting with appreciation the progress made in the implementation of the 
environmental law progra1111e, in particular the follow-up to the recanmendations of 
the Ad Hoc Meeting of Senior Government Officials EXpert in Environmental Law, held 
at Montwideo from 28 october to 6 November 1981, 47/ 

46/ UNEP/GC.12/12 and Add.l, UNEP/GC.12/18 and IINEP/GC/INFORIII\.TION/11. 

47/ UNEP/GC.10/5/Add.2, annex, chap. ],. 
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conscious of the need for a concentration of efforts to ensure the effective 
and timely implementation of those parts of the programme upon which work has been 
initiated, 

App:eciating the financial support given by, inter alia, the Governments of 
Austria, the Federal Republic of Germany and the Netherlands for holding expert 
group meetings in the context of the implementation of the programme, 

1. Protection of the ozone layer 

1. Recalls its decision 84 C (V) of 25 May 1977 on the establishment of the 
co-ordinating Conmittee on the Ozone Layer and on the world Plan of Action on the 
Ozone Layer, and its decision 9/13 B of 26 May 1981 in which it decided to initiate 
work aimed at the elaboration of a global framework convention for the protection 
of the ozone layer and to establish an ad hoc working group of legal and technical 
experts to that effect; 

2. Exp<esses its app<eciation of the work of the Ad Hoc working Group of 
Legal and Technical EXperts for the Elaboration of a Global Framework convention 
foe the Protection of the Ozone Layer and its work on a protocol to the draft 
conventions, 

3. Requests the Executive Director to convene a fourth session of the Ad Hoc 
working Group in 1984 in order to complete work on the convention to the extent 
possible and to continue to elaborate a possible draft protocol concerning control 
of chlorofluorocarbons, and to ensure that any report from the working Group is 
brought to the attention of the diplomatic conference referred to in paragraph 4 
below1, 

4. Also requests the Executive Director to convene, in the first quarter of 
1985, a diplomatic conference for the finalization, adoption and signature of the 
global framework convention and for the consideration of a report from the working 
Group concerning further work on a protocol1, 

5. Calls upon Governments and international organizatioM concerned to 
participate fully in the above-mentioned conference and session; 

6. Appeals to Governments to provide the necessary financial resources 
and/or facilities for the conference and session, 

7. Requests the Co-ordinating Conunittee on the ozone Layer to continue to 
provide expert scientific evaluations of the state of the ozone layer and the 
nature and scale of any likely modification thereof, and to examine in this 
connection, if possible within two years, the likely effects of the substances 
listed in annex I to the draft convention submitted to the Governing council at its 
twelfth session, 48/ such substances should be evaluated singly, interactively and 
uMer appropriate emission scenariosi 

!!/ UNEP/GC.12/12/Add.l, annex I. 
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8. rurther requests the Executive Director to report to the Governi119 
Council at its thirteenth session on the progress made on the actions set out in 
the present decisioni 

II. Other topics of the Montevideo Pr0gramme for the Development 
and Periodic Review of Environmental Law !2f 

1. Expresses satisfaction at the results of the first sessions of the 
Ad Hoe working Group of Experts on the Protection of the !larine Environmnent 
against Pollution from Land-based Sources, the Ad Hoe working Group of Experts of 
Environmentally Sound !lanagement of Hazardous wastes, and the Ad Hoe worki119 Group 
of Experts for the Exchange of Information on Potentially Harmful Chemicals (in 
Particular Pesticides) in International Trade, 50/ 

2. Requests the Executive Director to continue the work initiated by these 
groups, in accordance with the recommendations submitted by them, and to take all 
appropriate measures to expedite the preparation of the guidelines and principles 
elaborated by these groups with a view to their early adoption by the Governing 
Council, 

3. calls upon Governments to participate actively in the work of these 
groups, and to consider hosting or funding future sessions of the groups) 

4. welc0111es the offer by the Government of Canada to host a future session 
of the Ad Hoe working Group of Experts on the Protection of the Marine Environment 
against Pollution from Land-based sources, 

5. Adopts the Provisional Notification Scheme for Banned and Severely 
Restriced Chemicals, 51/ calls upon all Governments and the Executive Director to 
take the necessary steps to bring the Scheme into effect as soon as possible, and 
requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its 
fourteenth session on the experience of Governments in implementing the Scheme, 

6. Requests the Executive Director to bring the reports of the working 
groups to the attention of the other international organizations and bodies 
concerned, and to continue close consultation and collaboration with other united 
Nations bodies and specialized agencies in the preparation and further elaboration 
of the draft guidelines with a view to avoiding UMecessary duplication of effort 
and maintaining the co-ordinating role of the united Nations Environment Progra11111e 
in environmental matters, 

.!2/ UNEP/GC,10/5/Add,2, annex, dlap. II. 

~ UNEP/GC,12/2, chap. IV, para. 235, and UNEP/GC.12/12/Add,l, 
paras. 4 and 5. 

1!f UNEP/GC.12/12/Add,l, annex II. 
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III, working Group of Experts on Environmental Law 

l. Welcomes the financial support offered by the Government of the united 
States of America for holding the next session of the Working Group of EXperts on 
Environmental Law, scheduled for 26 to 29 June 1984 in washington, on the subJect 
of principles and guidelines with regard to environmental impact assessment1 

2. calls upon Governments to participate actively in the work of the Group 
and to consider hosting or funding future sessions of the Group on the above 
subject'; 

IV. Convention on the conservation of Migratory 
Species of Wild Animals 

l. Welcomes the intention of the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to host the first meeting of the conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on the conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals in Bonn in 
1985, and to tacilitate the establishment of a secretariat which would be 
provisionally located in Bonn until the conference takes a final decision, 

2. Authorizes the Executive Director to provide secretariat services for the 
implementation of the convention in accordance with its article IX, and to make and 
appropriate financial contribution to the expenses of this secretariat during the 
first four years after entry into force of the Convention, 

3. FUrther authorizes the EXecutive Directors 

(a) TO call the first meeting of the conference of the Parties for 19851 

(b) TO negotiate with the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany all 
quest.ions concerning the secretariat for the period until the conference of the 
Parties takes a final decision, and concerning the financial and technical 
requirements of the meeting of the conference of the Parties in 1985, including the 
conclusion of all necessary arrangementsi 

v. Information on environmental law 

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on international 
conventions and protocols in the field of the environment 52/ and authorizes him to 
transmit it, together with the updated Register of International Treaties and other 
Agreements (conveati.Qlls and Prat:ocoisJ in the Field of Environment, 53/ to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session in accordance with resolution 
3436 (XXX) of 9 December 1975) 

~/ UNEP/GC.12/18. 

53/ llNEP/GC/INFORM!\TION/11. 
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2. FUrther requests, the EXecutive Director, in co-operation with other 
intergovernmental and non-goverruaental organizations as appropriate, to continue 
the collection and dissemination of information concerning international and 
national environmental law. 

12/1S. Refom of the Infomation Service 

The Governing council, 

14th aeeting 
28 May 1984 

Recalling recommendation 97 of the Action Plan adopted by the United Nations 
conference on the Human Environment, which stated inter alia that arrangements 
should be made, 

•ru establish an information programme designed to create the awareness which 
individuals should have of environmental issues and to associate the public 
with environmental management and control. This programme will use 
traditional and contemporary mass media of communication, taking distinctive 
national conditions into account. In addition, the programme must provide 
means of stimulating active pariticipation by the citizens and of eliciting 
interest and contributions from non-governmental organizations for the 
preservation and development of the environment•,~ 

Consideri1113 the needs and objectives with regard to public information as laid 
down in the pertinent chapters of the system-wide medium-term environment 
programme, SS/ 

N<>ting with appt"eciation that the Executive Direcl!oc, in complying with the 
recommendations contained in Governing council decision 11/7, part three, 
sections C and D, consulted several experts specializing in the field of 
information and conmunications technologies, 

Taking note of the efforts developed by the Executive Director to propose new 
arrangements for Mazingira magazine, 

welcaning the consultants' report and their analysis and re.camnendations as 
well as the Executive Director's report S6/ on the reform of the Information 
Service, particularly in the light of thepertinent Governing council decisions, 

1. Agrees to the concept that in the implementation of the reform of the 
Information Service, a step-by-step gradual approach is most convenient. In this 
context the priorities to be followed are, 

.5.J/ Report of the united Nations Conference on the Human Environment (united 
Nations publication, Bales No. E.73.II.A.14 and corrigendum), chap. II. 

55/ UNEP/OC.10/7 and Corr.l. 

S6/ IJNEP/GC.12/6 and Add.l. 
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(a) Indentification of information needs, in particular those of the 
developing countries, on a regional and subregional basis, and development of such 
regional and subregional netwcx:ks of environment information as are necessary, 
using effectively the existing services and structures or setting up new ones 
within available financial resources and meeting different local needs1 

(b) Streamlining of the publications programme along the lines suggested by 
the EXecutive Director in his report1 57/ 

(c) Identification of non-traditional forms of information1 

(d) Intensification of the use by the United Nations Environment Programme of 
United Nations Information Centres and services, particularly for the dissemination 
of environmental information in the various reg ions; 

(e) co-operation with non-governmental organizations; 

(fl Establishment of the environmental information training fellowships in 
co-operation with other relevant united Nations training programmes, and of a 
journalistic attachment programme, as recommended by the consultants; 

2. welcomes the Executive Director's support for the recommendations of the 
ca1sultants with regard to the streamlining of the publications progranune, and 
requests him to ensure that the Environment Programme targets its five categories 
of p.iblications and all other information material to the relevant audience. A 
careful analysis of the costs and benefits is mandatory, and they should be 
tailored to meet the Programme's overall information policies and objectives; 

3. 
effects 
surveys 

Requests the Executive Director to submit to it periodic reports on the 
of the different information activities assessed by mea~s of readership 
and periodic cost-benefit analysis\ 

4. Also requests the Executive Director, in order to reduce production 
costs, to ensure that in-bouse printing capacity is fully used and advantage is 
taken of printing facilities in developing countries whenever appcopriate1 

5, Considers that at this stage a regular flagship P',lblication is not a 
matter of priori ty1 

6. Agrees therefore to the publication of a regular newsletter, focusing on 
the activities of the United Nations Environment Programme, as a replacement for 
UNITER.RA and Report to Governments. It should include, in particular, information 
on the results and implications of the activities of the Programme and on national 
experience in combating environmental problems, and a section on environmental 
events, and, with the exception of the list of FUnd projects, should be designed to 
meet the inter-session.al information requirements of Governments; 

7. Decides that concise information on newly approved Fund projects, 
evaluation of important closed projects and in-depth evaluation of selected 
projects should be distributed to Governments twice a year as inter-sessional 
documentation,-

57/ UNEP/GC.12/6, diap. III, sect. B. 
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8. Decides to discontinue support for Mazing ira at the expiration of the 
present contract and to apply the resources thus released to r~ional information 
activities and the development of non-traditional forms of informationJ 

9. Decides to consider further the adjudication of the environmental media 
awards when the financial situation of the Fund so permits) 

10. aequests the Ex.ecutive Director to report periodically to the Governing 
Council on progress in the implementation of the present decision. 

12/16. supporting measures 

A. Environmental education and training 

The Governing council 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

l. ~ the progress made in the implementation of decisions 9/20 of 
26 May 1981 and 11/7 of 24 May 1983, part three, sections A and B1 58/ 

2. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on the programme of 
action for environmental education and training in Africa, 59/ 

3. Enda:ses the recommendations with regard to a proposed programme of 
action fa: environmental education and training in Africa, 60/ 

4. Appeals to the Governments of the region to co-operate with the Executive 
Director in the formulation of a programme of action) 

S. Requests the EXecutive Directot: to continue his efforts to formulate, in 
co-operation with the Governments of the region and with the united Nations 
Educational, scientific and Cultural Organization, a programme of action for 
environmental education and training in Africa, and to report on progress achieved 
to the GOV'erning council at its next session. 

58/ UNEP/GC.12/12, paras. 2, 3, 32 and 33. 

59/ UNEP/GC.12/13. 

!QI UNEP/GC.12/13, annex. 
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B. Environmental Training Network for Latin l\merica 
and the Caribbean 

The Governing council, 

Recalling its decisions 10/25 B of 31 May 1982 and 11/7 of 25 May 1983, part 
three, section B, 

Bearing in mind the results of the Meeting of High-level Experts Designated by 
Governments to Review Regional Environmental Programmes in Latin 11merica and the 
Caribbean and the third Regional Intergovernmental Meeting on Environment in Latin 
America and the Carribean, 

Recognizing that the Environmental Training Network for Latin America and the 
Caribbean has proved to be an adequate and viable alternative, through its 
organizational structure, for satisfying environmental training requirements in 
accordance with the training and environmental education needs in the countries of 
the region, 

considering the need to seek adequate resources which will make it possible to 
strengthen the Network in coming years, 

considering that the mechanism of the Network and its organ~zational structure 
can contribute to the horizontal co-operation effort with other.regions that are 
undertaking similar programmes, 

1. Recommends to the Governments of the countries of the reg ion that they 
agree as soon as possible on a general programme for the Environmental Training 
Network in Latin l\merica and the Caribbean which reflects the agreements reached on 
this subject and the undertaking on the part of the Governments of ta.tin America 
and the Caribbean concerning the administrative and financial aspects which, in 
accordance with their abilities, they might assume responsibility for in order to 
strengthen and consolidate the programme of the Environmental Training Network; 

2. RecoD1Dends to the Governments of the countries of the region that they 
study a regional co-ordination project concerning the Network for the possible 
purpose of attaining the signature of an instrument on the subject which, duly 
submitted to the United Nations Enviromtent Progra1DJ1te, would guarantee the 
financing of the Network's programme up to 19871 in this financing, the 
contributions in local currency and in kind from the c~Jntries will constitute the 
regional counterpart under the project to be submitted to the Programme; 

3. Recamnends that the activities which various agencies have been carrying 
out for environmental training be co-ordinated so as to avoid duplication of effort 
and dispersal of the scarce financial resources available for the area; 

4. Requests the Executive Director to explore the possibilities of 
cerc:peration among the regions that are undertaking an effort similar to the 
Network1 

5. Urges the Executive Director to take the necessary measures for a 
continuation of budgetary support to the Netw9rk within available resourcesl 
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6. Encourages the EXecutive Director to continue collaborating in research 
in alternative sources of finance for support to the Network. 

c. Regional and technical co-operation 

The Governing Council 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

NOtes the progress made in the implementation of Governing council decisions 
11/7, part eight, sections A, B, C and D, 11/8 and 11/9, all of·24 May 1983. 61/ 

12/17. Regional activities 

A. Pr09ramme of action on the African envirornent and 
African subregional environment qroups 

The Governing council, 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Recalling General ABBembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972 and the 
Declaration and Action Plan adopted at the united Nations Conference on the IIUJDan 
Environment, 62/ which intec alia stress the need for regional co-operation and 
actions in thefield of environment, 

Bearing in ■ind the relevant recanmendations of the Lagos Plan of Action 63/ 
of the Organization of African unity on environment and development, 

Aware that the African region and subregions have unique and priority 
envir;;;;;;;;,;-tal probl-s which need to be identified, studied, articulated, 
translated into specific action plans and supported at the local, regional and 
international levels, 

FUrther recalling Governing council decision 11/7 of 23 May 1983, in 
particular part eight, section A, thereof on regional programmes for Africa, in 
which the EXecutive Director is requested to render, through the Regional Office 
for Africa, secretariat services for a conference to be convened by the Governments 
of the region, in co-operation with regional organizations and institutions, 

W UNEP/GC.12/12, paras. 45-56. 

W Report of the united Nations Conference on the Human Environment 
(tJnited Nations publication, Sales NO. 73.II.A.14 and corrigendum), chaps. I and II. 

63/ See A/S-11/14, annex I. 
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Notinq that a meeting of the African subregional environment groups has 
already been held at LUsaka from lO to 13 April 1984 with the assistance of the 
Regional Off ice for Africa, 

considering that the results of the meeting and the draft prQ\lramme of action 
on the African environment prepared by it are due to be presented for consideration 
and adoption at an African environmental conference to be convened in the near 
future, 

1. EX.presses appreciation at the assistance so far extended by the Executive 
Director to the African region in order to enable it to formulate the draft 
programme of action on the African environment1 

2. Welcomes the efforts and outcome of the meeting of the African 
subregional environment groups, in particular its draft programme of action on the 
African environment; 

3. Commends the efforts of the secretariat in organizing the sub~eg ional 
groups, which can prove to be an important mechanism for co-operation in the field 
of the environment between and among States in the reg ion as well as with the 
Envirorunent Section of the Economic Commission for Africa and its five subregional 
Multinational Programming and Operational centres, 

4. llequests the Executive Director to continue his efforts to assist the 
African region in convening an African environmental confereooe to be attended at 
ministerial level to approve a regional plan of action on the African environment. 

B. Strenqthening of the Regional Office for Africa 

The Governing Council, 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Recallinq General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972, 

Further recalling its decisions 8/16 A of 29 April 1980, 9/21 of 26 May 1981, 
l0/2 of 31 May 1982, section II, and ll/7 of 24 May 1983, part eight, section A, 

Further noting that the African subregional environment groups met at Lusaka 
from lO to 13 April 1984 and drew up a draft programme of action, 

Considering the large number of countries making up the African continent, and 
the diversity and scope of their environmental problems, 

1. Recognizes the importance of the establishment of the African subregional 
environment groups as a basis for promoting regional co-operation in the field of 
the environment) 

2. Reconfirms paragraph 4 of its decision 6/lO of 24 May 1978, by which it 
invited the national environmental agencies and national development planning 
agencies of the countries concerned to promote, by all means available, methods and 
methodologies of relating environmental dimensions within the process of preparing 
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national plans and technical assistance programmes supported by the united Nations 
Development Progranne; 

3. Requests the Executive Director, within available resources, to 
stre1>9then the Regional Office for Africa in terms of human and financial resources 
taki119 into account the establishment of the subregional focal points; 

4. Requests the Executive Director to make a study on the establishment of 
subregional offices in the future, considering the offer of Morocco to host the 
subregional office for North Africa; 

5. Further requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing 
council at its thirteenth session on the implementation of the present decision. 

c. Reqional activities in Asia and the pacific 

The Governing council, 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Recalling Governing council decisions 11/7 of 24 May 1983, part three, 
section A, and part eight, sections Band c, and 11/8 of 24 May 1983, its previous 
decisions 10/2, 10/4, 10/6 and 10/26 of 31 May 1982, and resolution I adopted by 
the Council at its session of a special character, regarding the planning and 
implementaiton of envirorvnental programmes in response to regional and subregional 
needs, 

Noting the progress achieved so far in implementing the relevant sections of 
decisions 11/7 and 11/8, 

Recalling the recent seventh meeting of the Expe.rts Group on the Environment 
of the Association of South-East Asian Nations, which met a Kuala LUmpur in 
April 1984, 

Recalling further the third meeting of the co-ordinating Body for the seas of 
East Asia, held at Kuala Lumpur in April 1984, and the first meeting of national 
focal points to develop an action plan for the protection and management of the 
South Asian Seas region, held at Bangkok in March 1984, 

NOting further the firm commitment of the countries of the region to 
incorporate environmental considerations into their developmental activities, 

1. Requests the Executive Director to continue to accord high priority 
within available resources to the regional and subregional environmental programmes 
of the Asia and Pacific region, and to provide financial support and other 
assistance conunensurate with the regions•s needs, underscoring the urgency of such 
programmes; 

2. Also requests the Executive Director to intensify his efforts to seek 
support and funds from bilateral and multilateral sources, traditional as well as 
new, for priority activities in the subregional and regional programmes of the 
Governments of the region identified through the clearing-house mechanism, 
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3. Urges the Executive Director to apply his discretionary authority to 
increase funds for the high-priority regional seas programme, and to provide 
adequate financial suppori; to this programme so that ongoing activities may be 
sustained and the preparatory activities for a new South Asian seas Action Plan may 
be completed. 

D. Regional and subregional programmes in Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

The Governing council, 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Recalling its decisions 9/21 of 26 May 1981, 10/2 of 31 May 1982, 10/3 of 
28 May 1982, 10/19 and 10/25 B of 31 May 1982 and 11/9 of 24 May 1983, 

Bearing in mind the results of the Meeting of High-level Experts Designated by 
Governments to Review Regional Environmental Programmes in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and the third Regional Intergovernmental Meeting on Environment in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 

Recognizing that the international economic crisis is adversely affecting the 
economy of Latin America and the Caribbean and has a direct impact on the conduct 
of national enviroranental programmes, 

considering the need to explore various alternatives to complement, with the 
region's own resources, the resources available for the implementation of regional 
and subregional environment co-operation programmes, 

Recognizing also that substantial progress has been made in Latin America and 
the Caribbean in stre03thening national institutions and international 
co-ordination machinery in the field of the environment, thus promoting 
continuation of the process of effective co-operation, 

Bearing in mind the interest shown by the Governments of Latin America and the 
Caribbean in the regional seas programmes for the greater Caribbean and the 
south-east Pacific, 

Recognizing the valuable co-operation the United Nations Environment Programme 
has been extending to strengthening regional co-operation efforts in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, 

1. Expresses its thanks to the Government of Peru for convening the third 
Regional Intergovernmental Meeting on Environment in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and to the Executive Director of the united Nations Environment 
Programme for convening the Meeting of High-level Experts Designated by Governments 
to Review Regional Environmental programmes in Latin America and the caribbean at 
Lima from 8 to 12 April 19841 

2. urges the Governments of the region to continue strengthening their 
mechanisms and modalities for regional co-operation, promoting greater exchange of 
experience and participating in meetings convened to that end) 
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3. Requests the EXecutive Director to attach high priority to the regional 
and subregional programmes of common interest and, within available resources, to 
provide financial support for the strengthening of regional activi ties1 

4. Reiterates to the Executive Director the provision of paragraph 2 (d) of 
decision 11/9 with a view to increasing the inputs of the united Nations 
Environment Programme to the region and effectively incorporating within available 
resources the regional environmental programmes of common interest in the budget of 
the Environment Fund for the biennium 1986-1987 to be approved by the Governing 
Council at its thirteenth session1 

5. Calls the attention of the Executive Director to paragraph 3 of 
resolution l of the Meeting of High-level Experts, by which he is requested to 
canpile information on innovative means of financing and to prepare as soon as 
possible, in co-ordination with the specialized agencies of the united Nations 
system and other agencies, a study analysing alternatives for the utilization of 
national currencies and contributions in kind to support the execution of the 
regional environmental programmes of conunon interest, these alternatives should be 
regarded as additional support, and not as a substitute for the funds the Programme 
should allocate to support the execution of the regional and subregional 
environmental programmes1 

6. urges Governments and international organizations to intensify their 
efforts to continue supporting the following ongoing progranunes co-ordinated by the 
Programme, 

(a) The Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment, 

(b) The Environmental Training Network for Latin America and the Caribbean1 

(c) The Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment and Coastal 
Areas of the South-east Pacific1 

7. Reiterates the provisions of decision 11/9 and requests the Executive 
Director to support in the biennium 1984-1985 the conduct of activities to set in 
motion as soon as possible the regional environmental programmes of common interest 
identified as such at the regional intergovernmental meetings held at Mexico City 
(1982), Buenos Aires (1983) and Lima (1984). 

12/18. Financial fra11>ework for the Fund programme 

The Governing Council 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

1. Authorizes the Executive Director to draw up a programme for Fund 
activities in the biennium 1986-1987 which would result in an estimated level of 
project expenditures of appo:oximately $50 million) 

2. Requests the Executive Director to seek increased contributions to enable 
him to implement projects at this level of expenditure1 
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3. Also requests the Executive Director to present the 1986-1987 programme 
at the thirteenth session of the Governing council in such a way as to facilitate 
the consideration and selection of programme priorities to promote the optimum 
allocation of available resources. 

12/19. Administrative and financial rr,atters 

The Governing Council, 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Having considered the report of the Executive Director on administrative and 
financial matters~/ and related dcx:::uments, 65/ 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Executive Director for his efforts to 
limit the programme and programme support costs budget to within 33 per cent of 
contributions received in 1983~ 

2. Requests the Executive Director to continue to attempt to limit the 
programme and programme support costs budget to within 33 per cent of estimated 
contributions in 1984; 

3. Confirms the appropriation of $26,020,000 for the programme and programme 
support costs for the biennium 1984-1985~ 

4. APf!:oves the reclassification of one Programme Officer post in the 
Liaison and Regional Representation programme from P-2 to P-3 and one senior 
Programme Officer past in the Environmental Programmes programme from P-4 to P-5 
under the programme and programme support costs budget for 1984-1985; 

5. Notes that the Executive Director proposes to absorb the costs resulting 
from the reclassification of the two posts within the approved sum for programme 
and programme support costs in 1984-1985; 

6. urges the Executive Director to continue his efforts to attain 
geographical balance in the distribution of posts within the secretariat ot the 
united Nations Environment Programme, especially by recruiting personnel from the 
non- and under-represented countries; 

7. Approves the Executive Director 1 s recommendation to set the financial 
reserve of the Environment Fund at $6.86 million in 1984 and $7.35 million in 1985, 
and requests the Executive Director to report back to the Governing Council at its 
thirteenth session on the usefulness or otherwise of an increased reserve in 
reducing undercanmitrnent of funds; 

64/ UNEP/GC.12/7 and corr.l. 

65/ UNEP/GC.12/2, chaps. V and VI, and annexes II and V, UNEP/GC.12/17, 
UNEP/GC.12/L.4 and UNEP/GC.12/L.6. 

-ss-



8. Takes note of the financial report and accounts (unaudited) of the 
Environment FUnd for the biennium 1982-1983 ended 31 December 1983. 66/ 

Other decision 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

Provisional agenda, date and place of the thirteenth session 
of the Governing council 

At the 15th plenary meeting of the session, on 28 May, the council decided 
that, in accordance with rules 1, 2 and 4 of its rules of procedure, and bearing in 
mind decision 11/2 on the periodicity and duration of council sessions, its 
thirteenth session would be held at Nairobi from 13 to 22 May 1985, to be 
preceded by informal consultations among heads of delegation in the morning of 
13 May 1985. The CoWlCil approved the following provisional agenda for the session: 

1. 0pe·ning of the session. 

2. Organization of the session: 

(a) Election of officers; 

(b) Agenda and organization of the work of the session. 

3. Credentials of representatives. 

4. EXecutive oirectoc 's reports. 

5. State-of-the-environment report 1985. 

6. co-ordination questions. 

7. Implementation of the Plan of Action to combat Desertification. 

e. Programme matters. 

9. Administrative and budgetary matters. 

lo. The Environment Fund. 

11. Provisional agenda, date and place of the fourteenth session of the 
Governing Council. 

12. Other business. 

13. Adoption of the report. 

14. Closure of the session. 

66/ UNEP /GC.12/L.4. 
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