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I NTRODUCTI ON

1. The ei ghteenth session of the Governing Council of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme (UNEP) was held at UNEP headquarters, Nairobi, from 15
to 26 May 1995. The Council adopted the present report at the 10th neeting of
t he session, on 26 May 1995.



CHAPTER |

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE SESSI ON

A.  Opening of the session

2. The ei ghteenth session of the UNEP Governi ng Council was opened on

15 May 1995 by Dr. EEO A Aina (N geria), President of the Council at its
seventeenth session. Reviewing the work carried out since the seventeenth
session, he said that efforts had been made to strengthen UNEP, enhance its
programmes and obtain nore funding commitnents and pledges to contribute to

t he Environnent Fund. Two nmjor environnental conventions had cone into force
and the instrunment for the restructured d obal Environnent Facility (CGEF) had
been adopted. However, there had yet to be significant progress in

i mpl enenting Agenda 21 and budget reductions within the United Nations
threatened to jeopardize vital UNEP programes and the environnenta
activities of many devel opi ng countri es.

3. At the opening neeting of the session, the Council heard a statenent by
the Executive Director of UNEP. The statenent was subsequently circul ated
under the synmbol UNEP/ GC. 18/ 34/ Add. 1.

4, At the sanme neeting, the Council also heard a statenment by M. W N Dow,
Assi stant Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations Centre for Human Settl enents
(UNCHS) (Habitat), delivered on his behalf by M. M Hildebrand, Director of
Programme Coordinati on, UNCHS (Habitat), who said that his organization's
cooperation with UNEP had nmade consi derabl e progress, particularly in the
context of the Sustainable Cities Programe. Wile the two organi zations had
di fferent mandates, there was a solid basis for conplenentarity and synergy.
That was of particular inportance in the preparations for the Habitat |
Conference, to be held at Istanbul in June 1996.

5. The representative of Kenya wel coned the participants to Nairobi
B. Attendance

6. The following 52 States nembers of the Governing Council?® were
represented at the session:

Argentina Bangl adesh
Australia Bhut an



7.
the United Nations or

Bot swana

Brazi |

Bul gari a

Bur undi

Canada

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a

Congo

Costa Rica

Cote d'ivoire

Denocratic People's Republic of
Kor ea

Denmar k

France

Ganbi a

Cer many

I ndi a

I ndonesi a

Iran (islamc republic of)

Italy

Japan

Kenya

Mal aysi a

Mexi co

Net her | ands

Ni car agua

Ni geri a

Paki st an

Pol and

Por t ugal

Republ i ¢ of Korea

Romani a

Russi an Federati on

Rwanda

Senegal

Sl ovak Republic

Spai n

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Sweden

Swi t zerl and

Syrian Arab Republic

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Irel and

United States of Anerica

Venezuel a

Zaire

Zanbi a

Zi mbabwe

The followi ng States not nenbers of the Governing Council but Menbers of

nmenbers of a specialized agency or of the Internationa

Atonmi c Energy Agency were represented by observers:

Austria
Bel gi um

Al geria
Angol a



Beni n Lebanon

Bur ki na Faso Lesot ho

Conor os Mal awi

Cuba Mauritius

Cyprus Mor occo

Czech Republic Mozanbi que

Ecuador New Zeal and

Egypt Nor way

Eritrea Oman

Et hi opi a Par aguay

Fi nl and Peru

Ghana Phi | i ppi nes

Greece Saudi Arabi a

Gr enada Seychel | es

Qui nea South Africa

Holy See Suri name

| cel and Swazi | and

Iraq Thai | and

| srael Tuni si a

Kazakhst an Tur key

Kuwai t Uganda
United Republic of Tanzani a
Vi et Nam
Yenmen

8. The following United Nations bodies and Secretariat units were

repr esent ed:

Depart nent of Humanitarian Affairs

Departnment for Policy Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment ( UNDPCSD)
Econoni ¢ Commi ssion for Africa (ECA)

United Nations Centre for Human Settl enments (Habitat)

United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF)

United Nations Devel opment Progranmre (UNDP)

United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UN TAR)
United Nations Sudano- Sahelian Ofice (UNSO

I nternational Programme on Chenical Safety (IPCS)

I ntergovernnental Panel on Cimate Change (1 PCC)

Interim Secretariat of the Convention to Conbat Desertification



9.

- 5 -

Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on O imate Change
( UNFCQ)

Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of WIld Fauna and Flora (Cl TES)

Multilateral Fund for the Inplenentation of the Montreal Protocol

The Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent and the | ntergovernnent al

Negotiating Commttee for a Convention to Conbat Desertification (INC CCD)

wer e

10.

The |

11.

al so represented.

The foll owi ng specialized agenci es were represented:

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO
International Civil Aviation O ganization (ICAO

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization (UNESCO
United Nations Industrial Devel opnent Organization (UN DO

Uni versal Postal Uni on (UPU)

Worl d Heal th Organi zati on (WHO)

Wor I d Met eorol ogical Organizati on (VWO)

nternational Atom c Energy Agency (| AEA) was al so represented.

The foll owi ng other intergovernnmental organizations were represented:

Asi an Devel opnent Bank ( ADB)

Eur opean Conmunity

Commonweal th Secretari at

I ntergovernnental Authority on Drought and Devel opnent (| GADD)

I nt ergover nnent al Cceanogr aphi ¢ Commi ssion (1 QC)

Inter-State Ecol ogi cal Council (IEC

League of Arab States

Organi zation of African Unity (QOAU)

Organi sation for Econom ¢ Cooperation and Devel opnent ( CECD)

Per manent Comi ssi on of the South Pacific (CPPS)

Permanent Inter-State Conmmittee for Drought Control in the Sahel
(CILSS)

Preparatory Conm ssion for the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemi cal Wapons (OPCW

Red Sea and Gulf of Aden Environnment Programme (PERSGA)

Sout h Asia Cooperative Environnent Progranme (SACEP)
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12. In addition, 37 international non-governnmental organizations were
represented by observers.

C. FElection of officers

13. At the opening neeting of the session, the Council elected the follow ng
of ficers by acclanmation:

Pr esi dent : M. S. Shafgat Kakakhel (Pakistan)
Vice-Presidents: M. S. Ongeri (Kenya)
M. P. Suian (Ronani a)
M. P.F. Umin (United Kingdom
Rapport eur: M. J.M Ovalle (Chile)
14. In his acceptance statenent, the President said that the state of the

gl obal environnment presented sonme bew | dering contradictions. G ow ng
attention was being paid to the environment at the national and internationa

| evel s but there was a growi ng gap between what needed to be done and the
neasures actually adopted. Despite sonme progress, the overall picture was one
of unabated, indeed accel erated, degradation of the environnent. |n the
circunstances, it was necessary to enhance UNEP's standing as a politically
sensitive, technically and scientifically credible and well managed

organi zation, so that it mght receive the support and resources necessary to
carry out its mandates.

D. Credentials of representatives

15. In accordance with rule 17, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure of the
Council, the Bureau exam ned the credentials of representatives attending the
session. The Bureau found the credentials in order with one exception and so
reported to the Council, which approved the Bureau's report at the 8th neeting

of the session, on 25 May.
E. Agenda

16. At the opening neeting of the session, the Council adopted the follow ng
agenda for the session on the basis of the provisional agenda approved by the
Council at its seventeenth session, as amended at its fourth special session

(UNEP/ CC. 18/ 1) :



1. Opening of the session.

2. Organi zation of the session:

(a)

(b)

El ecti on of officers;

Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of the work of the

sessi on.

3. Credentials of representatives.

4. Policy issues:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

State of the environment;
Ener gi ng policy issues;
Coordi nati on and cooperation within the United Nations;

Participation of the United Nations Environnment Programe
in the dobal Environnent Facility.

5. Inplenentation of Agenda 21

6. Environnent and econonics.

7. Administrative and budgetary natters.

8. Provisional agenda, date and place of the nineteenth session of
t he Council.

9. Oher

busi ness.

10. Adoption of the report.

11. Cosure of the session

Organi zation of the work of the session
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17. At the opening neeting of the session, the Governing Council considered
and approved the organi zati on of the work of the session in the |ight of the
recomendati ons contained in the annotated provisional agenda

(UNEP/ GC. 18/ 1/ Add. 1/ Rev. 1 and Corr.1) and the tinetable of neetings suggested
by the Executive Director (UNEP/GC. 18/1/Add. 1/ Rev.1 and Corr.1, annex |).

18. In accordance with rule 60 of its rules of procedure and follow ng the
organi zational structure for its sessions decided upon at its fifteenth
session (decision 15/1, section Il, paragraph 2 of 25 May 1989), the Governing

Council at its opening neeting established two sessional conmittees of the
whol e, a Programme Conmittee to deal with programe matters and a Conmittee
for Adm nistrative and budgetary matters to deal with the Environnment Fund and
admini strative and other financial matters. The Council decided that the
Programme Committee shoul d deal primarily with those parts of agenda item4
(Policy issues) that concerned the proposed programme of work for the biennium
1996- 1997, together with agenda item5 (I nplenentation of Agenda 21) and
agenda item 6 (Environnent and econonics). The Progranmme Committee would al so
take up the report of the Executive Director on review of the role and
function of the regional representation of the United Nations Environnent
Programme, which had been issued under agenda item 7 (Admnistrative and
Budgetary Matters). The Council also decided that the Conmittee for

Admi ni strative and Budgetary Matters shoul d deal exclusively with agenda
item7 (Adm nistrative and budgetary nmatters).

19. It was agreed that the two sessional conmmttees woul d nmeet concurrently
during the first week of the session to conplete their work by the afternoon
of Friday, 19 May. Plenary would recomence at the ministerial or equival ent

| evel , on Monday, 22 May, in keeping with section IIl, paragraph 2(b), of
Counci | decision 15/1, to discuss the policy issues raised under agenda item4
and the remaining itens of the agenda.

20. The Council also agreed that the Programme Committee and Conmittee for
Admi ni strative and Budgetary Matters shoul d be chaired respectively by

M. P. Unwin (United Kingdomj and M. S. Ongeri (Kenya), vice-presidents of
the Council. The Council also decided that M. P. Suian (Romania), Vice-

Presi dent of the Council, would assist the President in the performance of his
functions related to plenary.

21. The Council further decided to establish an infornal open-ended
negoti ati ng group under the chairmanship of the President, M. S.S. Kakakhe
(Pakistan), with a core nmenbership of two representatives from each regiona
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group to consider the texts of draft decisions on policy issues before their
submi ssion to the plenary neeting of the Council for formal consideration.

G Wirrk of the sessional committees

22. The Progranmme Committee, under the chairmanship of M. P. Unwin

(United Kingdom) held 13 neetings, from15 to 20 May. At its 1st neeting, it
approved the proposals for the organization of its work as contained in
docunent UNEP/GC. 18/PC/L.1. At its 2nd neeting, it elected M. W Jasinski
(Pol and) as Rapporteur.

23. The Council took note of the Conmittee's report (UNEP/GC. 18/39 and
Corr.1) at its 9th plenary neeting, on 25 May.

24. The Fund Committee, under the chairmanship of M. S. Ongeri (Kenya), held
10 neetings, from1l5 to 19 May. At its 1st neeting, on 15 May, it approved
the proposals for the organization of its work as contained in docunent

UNEP/ GC. 18/ FC/L.1. At its 3rd neeting, on 16 May 1995, it elected

Ms. D. Al opaeus-Stahl (Sweden) as Rapporteur.

25. The Council took note of the Conmittee's report (UNEP/GC. 18/38 and
Corr.1) at its 8th plenary nmeeting, on 25 May.
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CHAPTER 11

MATTERS REQUI RI NG THE SPECI FI C ATTENTI ON OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY AND/ OR THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L

A. Date and place of the nineteenth session of the
Gover ni ng Counci

26. At its 8th plenary neeting, on 25 May 1995, the Governing Council decided
that its nineteenth regular session would be held at Nairobi, from 27 January
to 7 February 1997.

27. It might be noted that in nmaking its recommendation to the Counci
concerning the dates of the nineteenth session, the Bureau took into account
"the strong desire of nenber States to hold the Governing Council neetings
bef ore the sessions of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent in order to
provide the Council with the possibility to have a substantive input into the
Conmi ssion's debates" (UNEP/ GC. 18/L.49, para. 2).

B. The role and priorities of the United Nations
Envi ronnment Programre

28. By paragraph 1 of its decision 18/ 1 of 26 May 1995, the Governi ng Counci
appeal ed to Governnments to accelerate the inplenmentation of Agenda 21 on a
priority basis. By paragraphs 2 and 3 of the sane decision, the Counci

deci ded that the United Nations Environnment Programe should concentrate on a
nunber of nmjor areas and that the major results of those activities should
be: international arrangenents to enhance environnmental protection; periodic
assessnments and scientifically sound forecasts designed to support deci sion-
nmaki ng and the creation of an international consensus on the nain
environnental threats and responses; nore effective coordination of
environnental matters within the United Nations system policy options and
advice to Governnents, mnultilateral organizations and others, which

i ncoroporate the environnmental dinension into the sustainable devel opnent
process and strengthen environmental protection; and higher public awareness
and greater capacity for environmental managenent and effective internationa
responses to the threats of environnental degradation. By paragraph 5 of the
sanme decision, the Council requested the Executive Director to bring to the
attention of the Secretary-Ceneral, as a contribution to his preparations for
t he special session of the General Assenbly in 1997 to review the foll ow up of
Agenda 21, the report of the Governing Council (UNEP/ GC. 18/40).



C. Review of the governing structures of the
United Nations Environnment Programe

29. By paragraph 1 of its decision 18/ 2 of 26 May 1995, the Governing
Council, determined to strengthen the United Nations Environnment Programe to
enable it to fulfil its role as the central United Nations organ for the
environnent, decided to review at its nineteenth session the governing
structures of the Programme with a viewto itself taking action or, where
necessary, recomending to the General Assenbly to take action to nodify and
stream i ne those structures to produce in themgreater efficiency,

ef fecti veness and transparency. By paragraph 2 of the sane decision, the
Counci | requested the Executive Director to propose options to this effect to
the Governing Council at its nineteenth session, after consultation with
CGover nment s.

D. In-depth evaluation of the progranme on environnent

30. At its thirty-fourth session, the Conmittee for Progranme and

Coordi nati on recomrended that an in-depth evaluation of the programe on

envi ronnent be prepared for its consideration in 1995. Pursuant to that
request, the Secretary-General transmtted to the Conmmttee for Programe and
Coordination at its thirty-fifth session, held from 15 May to 9 June 1995, a
report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services of the Secretariat
entitled "In-depth eval uati on of the programme on environnment"

(E/ AC. 51/ 1995/ 3). The in-depth evaluation was considered by the Cormmittee for
Programme and Coordi nation at the 2nd and 3rd neetings of its thirty-fifth
session, held on 15 and 16 May 1995. The Committee deci ded that the report,
together with its conclusions and reconmendations on it, should be transnitted
to the Governing Council at its eighteenth session for consideration and
appropriate action.

31. Accordingly, the Executive Director transmtted to the Governi ng Counci
at its eighteenth session, under cover of a note by the Executive Director
(UNEP/ CGC. 18/ Inf.7), the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services,
as transmitted to the Committee for Programme and Coordi nation by the
Secretary-General, together with the relevant part of the draft report of the
Conmittee for Progranme and Coordination at its thirty-fifth session

(E/ AC. 51/ 1995/ L. 3/ Add. 29), which had been adopted by the Comittee without
anmendnment on 22 May 1995



- 12 -

32. By its decision 18/5 of 26 May 1995, the Governing Council, having

wel coned the in-depth evaluation of the progranme on environnment, requested
the Executive Director to consider and take appropriate action on the
reconmendations therein and al so to take due consideration of the conclusions
and recommendati ons of the Committee for Programre and Coordi nation as
contained in its draft report.

33. In addition, by its decision 18/4 of 26 May 1995, the Governi ng Counci l
noting, inter alia, the recomendations of the Ofice of Internal Oversight
Services, requested the Executive Director to give high priority to devel opi ng
a policy franework and appropriate nmechanisns within the secretariat for

wor ki ng with appropriate non-governnmental organizations involved in this
field, including the assigning of the function of coordinator to an existing
seni or position.

E. International conventions and protocols in the
field of the environnment

34. In paragraph 3 of its decision 18/ 25 of 25 May 1995, the Governing
Counci| authorized the Executive Director to transmit, on its behal f, her
report on international conventions and protocols in the field of the
envi ronnent (UNEP/ GC. 18/ 23 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and 2), together with the
comments of the Governing Council thereon, to the General Assenbly at its
fiftieth session, in accordance with Assenbly resol ution 3436 (XXX) of

9 Decenber 1975.

F. Inplenentation of the Plan of Action to Conbat
Desertification 1993-1994

35. In response to General Assenbly resolutions 35/73 of 5 Decenber 1980 and
39/ 168 B of 17 Decenber 1984, by which the Assenbly requested the Governing
Council to continue to report every other year to the Assenbly, through the
Econoni ¢ and Social Council, on the overall inplenentation of the Plan of
Action to Conbat Desertification and to nake the necessary arrangenents at
each session for subnitting a report to the Assenbly, through the Econonic and
Social Council, on the inplenentation in the Sudano- Sahelian regi on of

the Plan of Action to Conbat Desertification, the Governing Council, by
paragraph 3 of its decision 18/26 of 26 May 1995, requested the Executive
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Director to submt her report on the inplenentation of the Plan of Action to

Conbat Desertification in 1993 and 1994 (UNEP/ GC. 18/ 3 and Corr. 1), which

i ncluded a report on the inplenmentation of the Plan of Action in the Sudano-

Sahel i an region, on behalf of the Governing Council, through the Econonic and
Social Council, to the General Assenbly at its fiftieth session.

36. By paragraph 7 of it resolution 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994, on

el aborati on of an international convention to conmbat desertification in those
countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in
Africa, the CGeneral Assenbly requested the United Nations system anong
others, to take action for the pronpt inplenentation of the Convention and its
rel evant regi onal annexes upon its entry into force and in this regard to
respond effectively to the needs in the African, Asian and Latin American and
Cari bbean regi ons. By paragraph 8 of the sane resolution, the Assenbly urged
the United Nations system anong others, to take actions and neasures for the
full and effective inplenentation of the provisions of |ntergovernnenta
Negotiating Commttee resolution 5/1 on urgent action for Africa.

37. In response, the Governing Council, by paragraph 4 of its decision 18/26,
requested the Executive Director to participate actively in assisting
Covernnments and intergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations to

i mpl enent the Convention and the resolution on urgent action for Africa and to
support the interimsecretariat of the Convention. By paragraph 5 (b) of the
sanme deci sion, the Council requested the Executive Director to contribute to
the inpl enentati on of the Convention and the resolution on urgent action for
Africa on the basis of the resources provided for under programe activities
to i npl ement chapter 12 of Agenda 21 in the devel oping countries, in
particular Africa, in close collaboration with the interimsecretariat of the
Convention. By paragraph 6 of the decision, the Council requested the
Executive Director to report to it at its nineteenth session on the activities
undertaken within the framework of the decision with a view to inplenenting

t he Conventi on.

G Strengthening international cooperation in the
noni toring of environnmental problens

38. By paragraph 2 of its resolution 48/ 192 of 21 Decenber 1993, the Genera
Assenbly requested the Executive Director to prepare and to submt to the
CGoverning Council at its eighteenth session a report on the activities of the
Programme in environnmental nonitoring, containing proposals and
recomendati ons within the context of Agenda 21 and a revi ew of Earthwatch,



- 14 -

taking i nto account the decisions adopted by the Governing Council at its
seventeenth session, in cooperation with relevant entities within the
United Nations system and, where appropriate, outside the United Nations
system By paragraph 3 of the same resolution, the Assenbly invited the
CGoverning Council to consider the above-nentioned report at its eighteenth
session and to submit its conclusions and recomrendati ons to the Assenbly at
its fiftieth session, through the Econom ¢ and Social Counci l

39. Accordingly, at its eighteenth session, the Governing Council had before
it areport by the Executive Director on Earthwatch, environnental nonitoring
and assessnent (UNEP/ GC. 18/4 and Corr.1), together with the report of the
Secretary- General on chapter 40 of Agenda 21 (Information for decision-naking
and Eart hwatch) (E/ CN.17/1995/18), based on material assenbled in partnership
by the Departnent for Policy Coordination and Sustainabl e Devel opnent and UNEP
as task managers for chapter 40 of Agenda 21 and Eart hwatch, respectively, and
the report of the Administrative Conmittee on Coordination to the Governing
Council on the systemw de Earthwatch (UNEP/ GC. 18/ 33).

40. By paragraph 1 of its decision 18/ 27 A of 25 May 1995, the Governing
Council took note of the report of the Executive Director on Earthwatch,
environnental nonitoring and assessnent, and the associ ated docunents. By
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the sane decision, it urged all partner agencies and
progranmmes to cooperate in inplenmenting the systemw de Earthwatch and
endorsed the recommendati ons of the Adnministrative Committee on Coordi nation
inits report regarding the devel opnent of approaches to the |inking of socio-
econom ¢ and environnental assessnent and reporting by UNEP and the system

wi de Earthwatch. By paragraph 4 of the decision, the Council endorsed the
refocused strategy of UNEP to undertake, at the request of Governnents or
their representative bodies, policy-relevant assessnent and reporting of

envi ronnent and devel opnent issues of international significance through
cooperati ng networks of appropriate national and regi onal agencies,

organi zations or institutions, and to pronote the devel opnment of data and

i nfornati on managenent capacity in those bodies situated in devel opi ng
countries as necessary and appropriate to ensure their full participation. By
paragraphs 5 and 6 of the sane decision, the Governing Council requested the
Executive Director to continue providing assistance, within available
resources, to developing countries to build capacity to enable themto use and
benefit fromthe data and i nformation acquired through the Earthwatch
programme and aut horized her to transmt her report and decision 18/27 A,

t hrough the Econonic and Social Council, to the General Assenbly at its
fiftieth session.



H Issues arising fromthe resolutions of the Genera
Assenbly at its forty-eighth and forty-ninth
sessions, specifically calling for
action by UNEP

41. By paragraphs 1 and 2 of its decision 18/ 17 of 25 May 995, the Governing
Council took note of the report of the Executive Director on issues arising
fromthe resolutions of the General Assenbly at its forty-eighth and forty-
ninth sessions specifically calling for action by UNEP (UNEP/ GC. 18/28), and
the actions indicated in the report, and authorized the Executive Director to
present to future sessions of the Council her report on issues arising from
Ceneral Assenbly resolutions as an informati on docunent.

42. In addition to the General Assenbly resolutions referred to el sewhere in
the present chapter, the report of the Executive Director provided infornmation
on issues arising fromresolutions 48/ 80 of 16 Decenber 1993 and 49/ 80 of

15 Decenber 1994 on the question of Antarctica, resolutions 48/ 38 of

10 Decenber 1993 and 49/32 of 9 Decenber 1994 on effects of atonmic radiation,
resol ution 48/ 175 of 21 Decenber 1993 on drought and desertification,
resolution 48/191 of 21 Decenber 1993 on the el aboration of an internationa
convention to conbat desertification in those countries experiencing serious
drought and/or desertification, especially in Africa, resolution 49/111 of

19 Decenber 1994 on the report of the Conm sion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent on
the work of its second session, resolution 49/117 of 19 Decenber 1994 on the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and resolution 49/22 B of 20 Decenber 1994
on early warning capacities of the United Nations systemwth regard to
natural disasters.

I. The United Nations Environnment Programme and wonen
in environnent and devel opnent: nessage fromthe
CGoverning Council to the Fourth Wirl d Conference
on Wonen

43. By paragraph 33 of its resolution 49/161 of 23 Decenber 1994, the Cenera
Assenbly invited, inter alia, United Nations bodies to consider naking
concrete comitnents and specifying action to neet the global priorities for
t he advancenent of wonen by the year 2000 to be reflected in the Pl atform of
Action of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen. |In response to that
invitation, the Governing Council, by paragraph 5 of its decision 18/6 of

26 May 1995, decided to send a nessage annexed to the decision to the Fourth
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Worl d Conference on Wnen, to be held in Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995.

In the nmessage, the Governing Council, inter alia, invites the Conference to
gi ve special attention to the environnmental aspects of sustainable devel opnent
in formulating its reconmmendations for the further advancenent of wonen.

44, | n addition, by paragraphs 1-3 of the sane decision, the Governing
Council took note of the report of the Executive Director on the role of wonen
i n environnent and devel opnent (UNEP/ GC. 18/ 11) and her intention to integrate
fully a gender perspective and balance into the work and activities of UNEP
wel coned the efforts of the Executive Director to achieve gender equality in
UNEP, including through the setting of goals/targets, and urged Governnents to
assi st the Executive Director in achieving those goals by proposing qualified
candi dat es of both sexes for vacancies announced to Governnents.

J. Future strategy docunent in the field
of the environnent

45. By its decision 17/16 of 21 May 1993, the Governing Council endorsed the
Executive Director's recomendati on, contained in her report on inplenentation
and md-termreview of the systemw de nmedi umterm environnment programe
(UNEP/ GC. 17/ 6), to assess the future arrangenents for neeting the need for a
strategy and planni ng docurment, in view of the new United Nations systemw de
coordi nati on arrangenents being established. It further requested the
Executive Director, by paragraph 3 of the sane decision, to report to the
CGoverning Council at its regular session in 1995 on the need for a

United Nations systemw de strategy and pl anning docunent in the field of the
envi ronnent .

46. Accordingly, at its eighteenth session, the Council had before a report
by the Executive Director on the proposal for a future strategy docunent in
the field of the environnent as a successor to the systemw de nmediumterm
envi ronnent programre (UNEP/ GC. 18/ 36 and Corr.1l). Having taken note of the
report, the Council, by paragraph 2 of its decision 18/ 13 of 26 May 1995,
endorsed the assessnent of the Executive Director that there is a need for a
strat egy docurment and recomended that such a docunent be prepared to provide
for a nechanismto enable the United Nations Environment Progranmme to

di scharge its policy guidance and coordi nati on mandate within the

United Nations system By paragraph 3 of the sanme decision, the Counci
requested the Executive Director to submt to the Council at its regular
session in 1997 the draft strategy docunment, to becone operational in 1998.
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K. Inter-Agency Environnment Coordination G oup

47. At its eighteenth session, the Governing Council had before it a report
by the Executive Director (UNEP/GC. 18/36/Add.1 and Corr.1) outlining

devel opnents relating to the establishnent of the |Inter-Agency Environnent
Coordi nati on Group pursuant to Governing Council decision 17/9 of 21 May 1993,
by which the Council had endorsed the course of action proposed by the
Executive Director in her report on arrangenents for systemw de coordi nation
and cooperation in the field of the environnent (UNEP/ GC. 17/12/Add. 1) in order
to enabl e her to discharge effectively the coordinating role required of UNEP
by various |egislative authorities.

48. By paragraphs 1-3 of its decision 18/ 14 of 26 May 1995, the Governing
Council took note of the report of the Executive Director on the Inter-Agency
Envi ronnent Coordi nati on Group, wel coned the establishnent of the Group as a
flexible consultative and advi sory body, neeting as and when required, to
enabl e the United Nations Environnent Progranme to discharge effectively its
coordi nati on mandate, and deci ded that the G oup should focus on assisting the
Executive Director in coordinating the activities of the United Nations system
i n addressing the najor challenges, as set out in the progranme of work for

t he bi ennium 1996-1997. By paragraphs 4 and 5 of the sane decision, the
Council stressed that, in determning the ternms of reference and future
activities of the Goup, full account should be taken of the role,
responsibilities and work of the Inter-Agency Conmittee on Sustainabl e

Devel opnent, and requested the Executive Director to report to the Council at
its regular session in 1997 on the ternms of reference and progress made in the
work of the Group and proposed future activities.

L. Relationship between the United Nations Environnment Programe
and t he Conmi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

49. By paragraph 2 of its resolution 48/ 174 of 21 Decenber 1993, the Genera
Assenbly stressed the need for close cooperation between the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme and t he Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent in

i mpl enenting the reconmendati ons of the United Nations Conference on

Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, in accordance with the rel evant provisions of
chapter 38 of Agenda 21.

50. At its eighteenth session, the Governing Council had before it a report
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by the Executive Director on environnent and sustai nabl e devel opnent
(UNEP/ GC. 18/ 27 and Corr. 1), which, inter alia, elaborated on the nandates and
practice of the Governing Council and its secretariat in relation to the
mandat e and practice of the Commi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent and the
Inter-Agency Comittee on Sustainabl e Devel opnent. Having taken note of the
report of the Executive Director, the Governing Council, by paragraph 2 of its
decision 18/7 of 26 May 1995, stressed the need for the United Nations

Envi ronnent Progranme to focus on those systemw de activities of the

United Nations systemfor which it has been assigned a special responsibility
by Agenda 21, and the mmjor policy issues and challenges in the field of the
environnent, as determined by the Governing Council. By paragraph 3 of the
sanme deci sion, the Council enphasized the need for the United Nations

Envi ronnent Progranme, in accordance with its mandate and in inplenentation of
Agenda 21, to continue to provide effective support to the work of the

Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent as the high-level policy forumfor the
di scussions to follow up the United Nati ons Conference on Environnment and
Devel opnent, inter alia, through the provision of scientific, technical and
policy information and advice on the environnent. By paragraph 5 of the

deci sion, the Council requested the Executive Director to informthe

Conmi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of the decision

M Good environnmental housekeeping within
the United Nations system

51. By paragraph 1 of its decision 18/ 10 of 25 May 1995, the Governing
Council, convinced, inter alia, of the need for the United Nations, its
speci al i zed agencies and its other bodies to apply and observe good

envi ronnent al housekeepi ng standards in their building design and office
systens, requested the Executive Director to consider and recomrend strategies
for the pronotion of best practice in environnental housekeeping for use by
the United Nations Environment Programme at its headquarters and in its

regi onal offices, and to advise and encourage the rest of the United Nations
systemto develop and apply sinilar strategies for continually inproving their
own environmental performance and pronoting sustainabl e devel opnment. The
Counci| further requested the Executive Director, by paragraph 2 of the sane
deci sion, to encourage bodies within the United Nations systemin their
respective regular reports, to report on the ways in which they have applied
and observed the principle of good environnmental housekeepi ng and the targets
t hey have set thenselves in this regard. By paragraph 4 of the decision, the
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Counci | requested the General Assenbly to adopt a resolution calling for the
application, as early as possible, of good environnmental housekeeping
practices by all institutions of the United Nations systemon the |lines
indicated in the decision. Finally, by paragraph 5 of the decision, the
Council requested the Executive Director to report to it at its regular
sessions on the steps that have been taken and the progress achieved by the
United Nations Environment Programe and other entities of the United Nations
system under the deci sion

N.  Devel opnent of an international |egally binding instrunent for
the application of the prior informed consent procedure
for certain hazardous chenmicals in international trade

52. Paragraph 19.39 (d) of Agenda 21, endorsed by the General Assenbly in its
resolution 47/190 of 22 Decenber 1992, states, inter alia, that Governnents
and rel evant international organizations with the cooperation of industry
should, in the Iight of the experience gained in the inplenmentation of prior

i nforned consent (PIC) procedures, invite relevant international organizations
in their respective areas of conpetence to consider working expeditiously
towards the conclusion of legally binding instrunents. Mre recently, the

I nternational Conference on Chemical Safety, held in Stockholmin April 1994,
and the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent at its second and third
sessions, held in New York in May 1994 and April 1995, reconmended that the
United Nations Environment Programe, together with the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations and in close consultation with other

i nternational organizations, continue to evaluate and address problens with
the inplenentati on of the voluntary prior informed consent procedure and to
devel op effective legally binding i nstruments concerning the prior inforned
consent procedure.

53. By paragraph 1 of its decision 18/ 12 of 26 May 1995, the Governing
Counci |, having taken note with appreciation of the work of the Ad Hoc Working
Group of Experts on the Inplenentation of the London Quidelines for the
Exchange of Information on Chemicals in International Trade and of the task
force established by the Goup for the devel opnent of the instrunent envisaged
in chapter 19 of Agenda 21, authorized the Executive Director to prepare for
and convene, together with the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the

United Nations and in consultation with Governments and ot her rel evant

i nternational organizations, an intergovernmental negotiating comittee with a
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mandate to prepare an international |egally binding instrument for the
application of the prior inforned consent procedure for certain chemcals in
i nternational trade

54, By paragraphs 5 and 7 of the same decision, the Council requested the
Executive Director to invite relevant international organizations to
participate in the negotiating process for the devel opment of the instrunent
and to convene, together with the Director-CGeneral of the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations, a diplomatic conference for the purpose of
adopting and signing an international |egally binding instrument for the
application of the prior inforned consent procedure for certain hazardous
chemicals in international trade, preferably not later than early 1997.

O  Followup by the United Nations Environnent Progranme
to najor international events

55. By paragraph 1 of its decision 18/ 16 of 26 May 1995, The Governi ng
Council took note of the report of the Executive Director (UNEP/GC. 18/26) on
the inplications for the United Nations Environment Programe of the follow ng
maj or international events: the presentation by the Secretary-General of his
report entitled "An Agenda for Peace" and his subsequent position paper
entitled "Supplenment to An Agenda for Peace"; the submi ssion by the Secretary-
Ceneral of his reports on an agenda for devel opnent (A 48/935 and A/ 49/665);
the d obal Conference on the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of Small |sland
Devel opi ng States; the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent;
the entry into force of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea;
and the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opment. By paragraph 2 of the sane

deci sion, the Council endorsed the follow up proposals of the Executive
Director as contained in her report.

56. In addition, with regard to the d obal Conference on the Sustainable
Devel opnent of Small 1sland Devel oping States, the Governing Council, by
paragraph 1 of its decision 18/ 34 of 26 May 1995, wel coned the action taken to
date by the Executive Director in response to the Conference, including the
establ i shnent of a focal point and a task force within the United Nations

Envi ronnent Progranme to coordinate the Programme's activities relevant to the
Bar bados Programme of Action. By paragraphs 2 and 3 of the sane decision, the
Counci | urged the Executive Director to ensure that, in inplenmenting the
programe of work agreed by the Governing Council at its eighteenth session,
appropriate attention is given to the needs and vulnerabilities of snal

i sl and devel oping States, and further urged her to encourage, through the
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ef fective use and invol venent of the task force in both progranme activities
and policy devel opment, an integrated approach within the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme to addressing the i ssues of relevance to small island
devel opi ng States.

P. Inprovenent of the international response to
envi ronnment al ener genci es

57. In paragraph 26 of its resolution 47/191 of 22 Decenber 1992, reconfirned in
the fifth preanbul ar paragraph of its resolution 48/ 174 of 21 Decenber 1993, the
Ceneral Assenbly invited the Governing Council to report to the Assenbly at its
forty-ei ghth session on the experience gained within the United Nations Centre
for Emergency Environnmental Assistance, which had been established at the

begi nni ng of 1992, on an experinental basis, for a period of 18 nonths. In its
decision 17/26 of 21 May 1993, the Governing Council decided, inter alia, to
extend the experinental stage of the Centre for a further 12 nonths, during which
time the Centre was, anong other things, to develop a set of concrete

proposal s for the enhancenent of the international response to environnental
energencies. It further decided that a governnental advisory neeting should

be held in Novenber 1993 for a first consideration of the findings of the

ext ended experinental stage of and an initial drafting of proposals for

deci si on.

58. Followi ng the governnental advisory neeting, held as requested by the
CGoverni ng Council in Novenber 1993, and followi ng a joint reconmendati on of
the United Nations Environment Programre and the Departnent of Humanitarian
Affairs, a Joint United Nations Environnment Progranmmre/ Departnment of
Humanitarian Affairs Unit was established in the Departnent of Hunmanitarian
Affairs as of 1 July 1994.

59. At its 45th neeting, the Committee of Pernanent Representatives to the
United Nations Environment Programe considered the report of the Executive
Director on the Joint Unit, endorsed the joint recomendati on of the

United Nations Environment Programe and the Departnent of Humanitarian
Affairs and requested the Executive Director to inplement it for an initia
period of 12 nonths and to refer the question back to the Governing Council at
its eighteenth session.

60. At its eighteenth session, by paragraphs 1 and 2 of its decision 18/ 19 of
26 May 1995, took note of the report of the Executive Director on inprovenent
of the international response to environnental energencies and wel coned the
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establ i shnent of the Joint Unit. By paragraph 3 of the same decision, it
invited Governnents and rel evant United Nations agencies, bodies and
programmes to cooperate with the Joint Unit inits efforts to provide
assistance to countries, in particular devel oping countries, facing

envi ronnental energenci es. By paragraphs 5 and 6 of the decision, it urged
Covernnents in a position to do so to provide additional resources for the
operation of the Joint Unit and requested the Executive Director to prepare a
detail ed progress report on the activities of the Unit for an in-depth revi ew
of its activities, its resources and structure, including the involvenent and
contribution of the United Nations Environnment Programe, and the
appropriateness of the location of the Unit, by the Governing Council at its
ni net eent h session.

Q Application of environmental norns by nmlitary
establishrments

61. In its decision 17/5 of 21 May 1995, the Governing Council, inter alia,
encouraged Governnents to establish a national environnental policy for the
mlitary sector and invited the Executive Director to collect information on
nati onal preparations and activities in order to ascertain that their
mlitary establishnents conformto their environmental norns in the treatnent
and di sposal of hazardous wastes; the contribution of the mlitary sector in
t he achi evenent of national environnental policies; and assessnents of the
danmage as well as the need for and feasibility of the clean-up and restoration
of areas where danage to the environnent has been caused by nmilitary
activities.

62. At its second session, held in May 1995, the Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent invited the United Nations Environment Programre to consider the
feasibility of arranging regional neetings, in cooperation with the

United Nations regional conmi ssions and regional organizations, on the

i mpl enentati on of Governing Council decision 17/5 and on how nati ona
environnental plans for military establishnments relating to hazardous waste
managenent can be desi gned and i npl enented (E 1994/ 33/ Rev. 1-

E/ CN. 17/ 1994/ 20/ Rev. 1, chap. |, paras. 186 and 187).

63. By its decision 18/ 29 of 25 May 1995, the Governing Council, inter alia,
took note of the recomendati on of the Commi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
and aut horized the Executive Director to arrange, w thin avail abl e resources,
regi onal neetings, in cooperation with the United Nations regional comm ssions
and regional organizations, for the inplenentation of decision 17/5.



R Inplications for the United Nations Environnent Programre
of the decisions concerning forest issues adopted
by the Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
at it third session

64. By paragraph 1 of its decision 18/ 30 of 25 May 1995, the Governing
Counci |, having considered the decisions adopted by the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opment at its third session, whereby further actions are
required to i nprove the conservati on and sustai nabl e managenent of all types
of forests, and having noted with satisfaction the establishnment, under the
aegi s of the Conmi ssion, of an Open-ended | ntergovernnmental Panel on Forests,
requested the Executive Director of the United Nations Environnent Progranme
to place the Programme's experience in hel ping nations to nove forward on
contentious environnental issues and arrive at consensus, as well as its
expertise in environnental issues related to forests, at the disposal of the
Panel, and to further develop and strengthen this expertise through those

rel evant elenments of its approved work programre in order to contribute
effectively to the work of the Panel. By paragraph 2 of the sane decision,
the Council also requested the Executive Director to give full support to the
i mpl enentati on of the work programe of the Panel and the functioning of its
secretari at.

S. Lead in gasoline

65. At its second session, the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnment noted
the severe health inpacts of human exposure to | ead, endorsed the ongoi ng work
on that issue in several international forums, and encouraged further efforts
to reduce human exposure to | ead (E/ 1994/33/Rev. 1-E/ CN. 17/1994/ 20/ Rev. 1,

chap. |, para. 169). At its third session, the Conm ssion called upon all
countries to consider, and all interested countries to develop, action plans
with a view to phasing out or reducing the use of lead in gasoline, and
invited themto informit of their decision and progress, as appropriate, at
its fourth session. By the sanme decision, the Conm ssion called upon donor
countries and financial institutions to assist devel oping countries in the
financing and transfer of relevant technol ogies, in accordance with

chapters 33 and 34 of Agenda 21

66. In response to those decisions of the Conmi ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent, the Governing Council, by paragraph 1 of its decision 18/35 of
26 May 1995, called upon Governnents to give full consideration to the costs
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and benefits of phasing out lead in gasoline, including the risks associated
with increase aronmatic conponents in the absence of catalytic converters. By
paragraph 2 of the sane decision, the Council urged countries that have not

al ready begun to phase out the use of lead in gasoline, as well as appropriate
i nternational organizations and international financial institutions, to
assi st other countries in their efforts to achieve such a phase-out, in
accordance with the decision of the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent at
its third session, and to pronote the transfer of technol ogy towards the
overal | reduction of vehicular em ssions. By paragraph 3 of the decision, the
Council invited the Executive Director to participate in these efforts as
appropriate, within available resources and w thout duplication of effort, as
part of her broader efforts to pronote nore effective approaches to em ssions
control

T. Technical cooperation anong African countries for the
buil ding and utilization of capacities and the
nobi li zati on of resources for sustainable
devel opnent in Africa

67. |In paragraph 4 of its decision 18/39 B of 26 May 1995, the Governing
Council, inter alia, authorized the United Nations Devel opment Programre to
carry out a conprehensive study of the feasibility, nodalities, approaches,
appropriate neasures and resource requirenents for the successfu

i mpl enentati on of technical cooperation anong African countries and to

col l aborate closely with the United Nations Environnent Programre on those
aspects of the study relating to environnmental managenent and sustai nabl e

devel opnent. The Council further authorized the Executive Director to request
the United Nations Devel opment Programe to present the report of the study to
the Econonic and Social Council at its 1996 session for policy debate.

U Establishment of a United Nations Ofice in Nairob

68. By its decision 18/ 43 of 25 May 1995, the Governing Council, inter alia,
noted the proposal of the Secretary-General to the General Assenbly on the
creation of a United Nations Ofice in Nairobi with effect from1 January 1996
and noted with appreciation the work done so far by both the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme and the United Nations Centre for Human Settl enents
(Habitat) in the process leading to the establishnent of the United Nations

O fice in Nairobi



69. By paragraph 1 of the sane decision, the Council approved the attachnent
of administrative and conference-services staff of the United Nations

Envi ronnent Progranme to the United Nations Ofice in Nairobi, as set out in
the report of the Executive Director on the subject (UNEP/GC. 18/32/Add.1) and
t he paynent of the cost of their enolunments fromthe nanagenent and

admi ni strative support costs budget of the Environnment Fund, taking into
account: (a) that the separate identities and equal status of the two

organi zations in accordance with General Assenbly resolutions 47/212

of 23 Decenber 1992 and 48/ 176 of 21 Decenber 1993 shoul d be maintai ned;

(b) that the Secretary-General explores the possibility of providing the
subsequent budgets for the United Nations Office in Nairobi on a basis
conparable to that used for other United Nations offices based in other
United Nations headquarters; and (c) that, as far as possible, the reduction
of staff should be through redeploynent and attrition in order to realize the
savings projected in the establishment of the United Nations Ofice in
Nai r obi

V. Prevention of waste, fraud and nmi smanagenent

70. By paragraph 1 of its decision 18/ 46 of 25 May 1995, the Governing
Counci |, having wel coned the establishnent of the Ofice of Internal Oversight
Services in the United Nations Secretariat, requested the Executive D rector,
in consultation with the Office, to fornulate and enact a specific plan of
action for the United Nations Environment Programme which will heighten the
awar eness of all menbers of the staff of the United Nations Environnent
Programme concerning the need to conbat waste, fraud and m snanagenent, and
wi Il establish practical neasures and procedures which will enable themto do
so. By paragraph 2 of the sane decision, the Council urged that the plan of
action should include the followi ng neasures: formulation of a concise
definition of what constitutes waste, fraud and m snanagenent, and the

di ssem nation of this statenment to all |evels of the organization; pronotion
of uniformreporting procedures so that nenbers of the staff, at all |evels,
may report suspected violations to a single |ocal authority; ensuring that
briefings on waste, fraud and m snmanagenent are included in both staff
orientation and refresher courses; ensuring also that information on the range
of penalties inposed on violators, including prosecution in cases of fraud, be
wi dely di sseminated; and, |ocal publication of offences uncovered, including

t he amounts of noney | ost and recovered, the offices in which violations
occurred, and the disciplinary and foll owup actions taken by nanagenent. By
paragraph 4 of the decision, the Council requested that, in the interests of
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transparency, Governments have access to: infornmation on the status of al
audit investigations, without prejudice to confidentiality; the results and
recommendations of all audit investigations; and the response of the
managenent of the United Nations Environnment Programme. By paragraph 6 of the
deci sion, the Council requested the Executive Director to submit to the
CGoverning Council at its regular sessions the biennial report of the Board of
Auditors to the United Nations Environnment Programe as an information
document .

W Mercure satellite tel econmuni cati ons system

71. By paragraph 7 of its decision 17/38 of 21 May 1993, the Governing
Counci| approved the Executive Director's proposal to finalize an agreenent
with the participants in the Mercure project in full prior consultation with
and with the consent of the Governnent of Kenya, taking into consideration the
tel ecommuni cations facilities in place, so as to enable the project to be

i mpl enent ed expeditiously.

72. Further to that decision, and after extensive consultation within the
United Nations Environment Programe and with the United Nations

t el econmuni cati ons services and the Governnent of Kenya, the Executive
Director of the United Nations Environment Programe and the Director Genera
of the European Space Agency signed an agreenment on 25 Novenber 1994 for the
United Nations Environment Programe to accept the donation of a satellite-
based t el ecomuni cati ons system

73. By its decision 18/ 47 of 25 May 1995, the Governing Council, having
considered the report of the Executive Director on the Mercure satellite

t el econmuni cati ons system (UNEP/ GC. 18/ 21 and Corr.1), expressed its gratitude
to the donors and the Governnent of the Republic of Kenya, encouraged
CGovernnments with environmental data to provide for all countries ease of
access and delivery through this initiative of the United Nations Environnent
Programme; encouraged the mininmzation of operations costs and the further
expansion of the initial programre to new countries and users, requested the
Executive Director to ensure that a full review and cost-benefit anal ysis of
the system and experience gained in its initial operation be carried out and
t hat subsequent decisions on the use and operation of the systemtake fully
into account the results of that assessnent, requested the Executive Director
to present the results of the assessnent, and any actions taken in response to
it, to the Governing Council at its session in 1997, or to present a status
report if the assessnent has not been conpleted by that time; authorized the
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Executive Director to finance the costs required to inplenent, nmanage and
maintain the systemin 1996- 1997 by chargi ng $700, 000 to the managenent and
adm ni strative support costs budget of the Environnment Fund and the renaining
costs to Environnment Fund projects, requested the Executive Director to

exam ne the possibility that, in subsequent years, such costs shall be covered
by the managenent and administrative support costs budget and to report
thereon to the Governing Council at its nineteenth session, and deci ded that
the Mercure agreenent should be submitted to the General Assenbly for

endor senent in accordance with rel evant United Nations procedures.
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CHAPTER 11

ADOPTI ON OF DECI S| ONS?

The role and priorities of the United Nations Environnent Progranme
(decision 18/1)

74. At the 10th neeting of the eighteenth session, on 26 May 1995, the
Coverning Council had before it a draft decision on this subject

(UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 29/ Rev. 1) subnmitted by the President on the basis of an earlier
draft (UNEP/ GC. 18/L.29) submitted by the Committee of Pernanent
Representatives, as anended in the informal negotiating group by the President
in his capacity as Chairman of the group followi ng informal consultations.

75. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Revi ew of the governing structures of the United Nations Environnment Programe
(deci sion 18/2)

76. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.66) submitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft subnmitted by Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Col onbi a,
Eur opean Uni on, Ghana, India, Japan, New Zeal and, Norway, Switzerl and, Uganda,
and the United States of America, as anended by the President in his capacity
as Chairman of the group after informal consultations.

77. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

d obal i zati on and the environnent (decision 18/3)

78. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.65) submitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft subnitted by the Latin Anerican and Cari bbean G oup, as
anended in the infornal negotiating group by France and Ml aysi a.

79. The Secretary of the Council nmade an oral correction to the first |ine of
the first subparagraph of the operative part of the draft decision.

80. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

81. Speaking in explanation of position after the adoption of the deci sion,
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the representative of Ml aysia said that she wi shed to put on record her
Covernment's reservati ons concerning any UNEP activities that sought to
perpetuate the |inkage between trade and environnent, which her Governnent
consi dered had the undesirable effect of providing the basis and pretext for
non-tariff barriers on products fromthe devel opi ng countries. |t had been
with great reluctance that her del egation had continued to participate in the

di scussions on the subject at the current session. She also requested that
her statement should be taken into account in connection with the adoption of
t he proposed progranme of work for the biennium 1996-1997 (see paras. 190-192
bel ow) .

82. The representative of China said that his country attached great

i mportance to the subject natter of the decision and believed that UNEP shoul d
devote particular attention to it in the |ight of the situation facing
devel opi ng countries and their particular circunstances. Concerning the

st udi es and recommendati ons on the issue, the secretariat should not cause any
unf avourabl e i nfl uence on the sustai nabl e devel opnent and international trade
of devel oping countries. He hoped that a w de range of views of the
devel opi ng countries would be taken into account by the secretariat inits
consi deration of the issue.

The rol e of non-governnental organizations in the United Nations Environnent
Programme (deci sion 18/ 4)

83. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.55) submitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft subnmitted by Australia, Canada, Chile, New Zeal and, Paki stan,
South Africa and Switzerland, as revised in the informal negotiating group by
Australia on behalf of the sponsors.

84. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

I n-depth eval uati on of the programe environnment (decision 18/5)

85. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.62) submitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft subnmitted by himin his capacity as Chairnman of the inform
negoti ating group, as anended in the group by Egypt.



86. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

The United Nations Environment Programe and woren in environnent and
devel opnent (decision 18/6)

87. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.61) submitted by the President prepared on the
basis of an earlier draft submtted by China, Chile, European Union, Kenya,

Ni geria, Norway and Zi nbabwe, as revised by Sweden on behalf of the sponsors.

88. The representative of Sweden, introducing the draft decision on behalf of
its original sponsors, drew attention to its annex, which was in the formof a
nmessage fromthe Governing Council to the forthcom ng Fourth World Conference
on Wonen, which was to be held in Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995. Having
i ntroduced an oral correction to paragraph 4 of that annex, he said that the

i ssue of gender equality, particularly in the context of paragraph 2 of the
draft decision, had to be seen in the perspective of the obvious need to
respect the personal qualifications needed to fill specific vacanci es.

89. The representative of Col onbia introduced a nunber of corrections to the
Spani sh text of the draft decision

90. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Envi ronnent and sustai nabl e devel opnent: rel ationship between the United

Nat i ons Environnent Progranme and t he Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
(decision 18/7)

91. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.18/Rev.1) subnmitted by the President on the
basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.18) subnitted by the Committee of

Per manent Representatives, as anended in the informal negotiating group by
France, on behal f of the European Union, and Paki stan.

92. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Statenment on the environnent (decision 18/8)
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93. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.22/Rev.1) subnmitted by the President on the
basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.22) subnmitted by the Committee of

Per manent Representatives, as anended in the informal negotiating group by

Mal aysi a.

94. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Further devel opnent of international |aw aimng at sustai nabl e devel opnent
(deci sion 18/9)

95. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.26/Rev.2) subnmitted by the President on the
basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.26) subnitted by the Committee of

Per manent Representatives, as anended in the Programme Conmmittee

(UNEP/ CGC. 18/ L. 26/ Rev. 1) and by Switzerland, on behalf of a small working
group, in the informal negotiating group

96. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

CGood environnental housekeeping within the United Nations system
(deci si on 18/10)

97. At the 9th neeting of the session, on 25 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.37), approved by the
Programme Committee on the basis of a draft subnmitted by Argentina, Australia,
Canada, Col onbia, European Union, |ndia, Japan, Kenya, New Zeal and, Norway,
Pol and, Ronmnia, Switzerland and Zanbi a as anended by Bangl adesh, Phili ppines,
Mal aysi a and Rwanda.

98. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

The environnental situation in the occupied Pal estinian and ot her Arab
territories (decision 18/11)

99. At the 10th neeting of the session, on 26 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.58) submitted by the
Syrian Arab Republic on behalf of the Arab G oup

100. The Executive Director said that the draft decision involved financia
i mplications estimted at $150, 000 above what was currently included in the



budget .
101. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

102. Speaking in explanation of position after the adoption of the decision,
the representative of the United States of Anmerica nade the follow ng
statenment and requested that it be included verbatimin the present report:

"My Government supports the work of the United Nations Environnent
Programme. W do not, however, support the description in this
resolution of the territories occupied by Israel in June 1968 as
"Qccupi ed Pal estinian and other Arab territories' because this could be
seen as prejudgi ng pernanent status issues which nust be negotiated by
the parties concerned. W disavow this |anguage. But given our
favourabl e view of UNEP's work, we have chosen not to call for a vote on
this resolution despite our disagreenent with the |anguage included in
it."

103. The representative of Egypt, one of the Arab States that had sponsored
the draft decision, wanted to place on record his country's satisfaction at

t he progress made al ong the path of global, just and | asting peace. He

consi dered that such progress was due to the fact that all parties had conme to
realize that there was no other option but peace. The progress in the peace
process, particularly after the signing of the Israeli-Palestinian Accord in
Washi ngton, in Septenber 1993, had enabl ed UNEP representatives to exerci se,
for the first tine, their functions inside the occupi ed Pal estinian
territories in both the Wst Bank and the Gaza Strip. The environnental
situation in the occupied Arab territories was marked, as shown in the
Executive Director's report, by a critical status quo. His country was of the
view that establishing pillars of peace, fairness and stability required

i mproving conditions in the environnment, |life and econony in the occupied
territories, thus giving glinpses of hope to respond to causes of tension and
instability. He was hopeful that the adoption of the decision by consensus
woul d be the begi nning of a new era of cooperation, understanding and striving
for the peace and security to which one aspired.

104. The representative of the Islamc Republic of Iran said that the Islanic
Republic of Iran believed that the so-called Mddl e East peace tal ks were not
in the interest of Muslim people of the Palestine. The action taken by the
regi me of the occupied Quds in destroying Pal estinian houses, building Jew sh
settlenents, controlling drinking water, illegally and unlawfully occupying
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Pal estinian territories, and so forth, all had destructive inpacts on
environnent. However, in order to create a sound spirit of cooperation anong
nmenbers of the Governing Council, his del egati on had not expressed any

opposi tion regardi ng paragraphs (a) and (b)) of the suggested action in the
report of the Executive Director on the issue (UNEP/ GC. 18/ 18 and Corr.1) or
paragraph 1 of that document. The rest of the docunment was, however,
constructive. His delegation had intended to create a suitable atnosphere for
hel pi ng oppressed people of Palestine, but that should not be seen as a
confirmation of the so-called Mddl e East peace tal ks or recognition of the
regi me of the occupi ed Quds which was the nain cause of environnenta
degradation in the region. Therefore, his delegation reserved its position
reserved on those paragraphs.

Devel opnent of an international legally binding instrunent for the application

of the prior informed consent procedure for certain hazardous chemcals in
i nternational trade, and consideration of further neasures to reduce the risks

from hazardous chemicals (decision 18/12)

105. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.54) submitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.11) submtted by the Conmittee of Pernmanent
Representatives as anended in the infornal negotiating group by Poland on
behal f of a snmall infornmal working group

106. The Executive Director said that the draft decision involved financia
inmplications estimated at $1.7 million above what was currently included in
t he budget.

107. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

108. Followi ng the adoption of the decision, the representative of Senega

i ntroduced a proposal, supported by Australia, Colonbia, the European Union,
Japan, Kenya, Mal aysia, Norway, Pakistan, Poland and the United States of
Anerica, for the inclusion of an additional operative paragraph reading as
fol | ows:

"Wl cones the offer of the Government of the Netherlands to host a fina
session of the intergovernmental negotiating commttee and a diplomatic
conference for the purpose of adopting and signing an internationally
bi ndi ng i nstrunent for the application of the prior inforned consent
procedure for certain hazardous chenmicals in international trade."



Future strategy docunent in the field of the environnent (decision 18/13)

109. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.23/Rev.1) subnmitted by the President on the
basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.23) subnitted by the Committee of

Per manent Representati ves.

110. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

I nter-Agency Environnent Coordi nati on Group (decision 18/14)

111. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.24/Rev.1) subnmitted by the President on the
basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.24) subnmitted by the Committee of

Per manent Representatives, as anended in the informal negotiating group by
Canada.

112. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Cooperati on between the United Nations Environnent Programre and the
United Nations Centre for Hunman Settlenents (Habitat) (decision 18/15)

113. At the 9th neeting of the session, on 25 May, the Governi ng Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.20/Rev.1), approved
by the Progranme Conmittee on the basis of a draft submitted by the Comrittee
of Permanent Representatives, as anended on the recomrendati on of a snall
open-ended wor ki ng group (UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 20).

114. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

I mplications for the United Nations Environnment Programe of mmjor
i nternati onal events (decision 18/16)

115. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.6/Rev.1), approved by the Programe Comrittee on
the basis of a draft submitted by the Conmttee of Permanent Representatives
(UNEP/ CC. 18/ L. 6) .



116. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

| ssues arising fromthe resolutions of the General Assenbly at its forty-
ei ghth and forty-ninth sessions, specifically calling for action by the
United Nations Environnment Programe (decision 18/17)

117. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.7/Rev.1), approved by the Programe Comrittee on
the basis of a draft submitted by the Conmttee of Pernmanent Representatives
(UNEP/ CC. 18/ L. 7).

118. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Estimates of the costs for the United Nations Environnment Programe to

i mpl enent fully those parts of Agenda 21 recomrended for its attention
(deci si on 18/18)

119. At the 10th neeting of the session, on 26 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.8/ Rev.1) submitted by
the President on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.8) submtted by
the Conmittee of Permanent Representatives as amended in the informa
negoti ati ng group by Paki st an.

120. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

| mprovenent of the international response to environnental energencies
(deci sion 18/19)

121. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.2/Rev.1) approved by the Programme Conmittee on
the basis of a draft submitted by the Conmttee of Pernmanent Representatives
(UNEP/ CC. 18/ L. 2).

122. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Cimte (decisions 18/20 A and B)

The Cimate Agenda (decision 18/ 20 A)

123. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
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on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.21/Rev.1 and Corr.1) submtted by the President
on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.21) subnitted by the Conmittee
of Permanent Representatives as anended in the informal negotiating group by
France, on behal f of the European Union.

124. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

I ntergovernnental Panel on Cinmate Change (decision 18/ 20 B)

125. At the 9th neeting of the session, on 25 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L. 3/ Rev.1) approved by
the Programme Committee on the basis of a draft subnmitted by the Committee of
Per manent Representatives (UNEP/ GC. 18/L. 3).

126. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Joi nt | AEA/ | MO UNEP Wor ki ng Group on the carriage of irradi ated nucl ear fuel
by sea (decision 18/21)

127. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.9/Rev.1), approved by the Programe Comrittee on
the basis of a draft submitted by the Conmttee of Permanent Representatives
(UNEP/ GC. 18/ L.9), as anended by Chile, supported by Argentina, Colonbia and
Cuba.

128. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

I nternational environnental technol ogy centres (decision 18/22)

129. At the 10th neeting of the session, on 26 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.4/Rev.1) submitted by
the President prepared on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/ GC. 18/L. 4)
submitted by the Conmittee of Permanent Representatives as amended in the

i nfornmal negotiating group by France supported by Ml aysia, Mauritius and



Senegal
130. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Cl eaner production, environnmental technol ogy assessnent, awareness and

prepar edness for energencies at international guidelines on information on
potential environmental inpacts of exports (decision 18/23)

131. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.16/Rev.1 and Corr.1) submtted by the President
prepared on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.16) submtted by the
Conmittee of Permanent Representatives, as anended in the informal negotiating
group by France, Ml aysia and the United States of Anerica.

132. The representative of the United States of Anerica said that the | ast
four words of paragraph 9 of the draft decision should read "initia

nmechani sms of verification".

133. The draft decision, as anmended by the representative of the United States
of Anerica, was adopted by consensus.

Action for countries with economies in transition (decision 18/24)

134. At the 9th nmeeting of the session, on 25 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.5/ Rev.1), approved by
the Programme Committee on the basis of a draft submitted by the Committee of
Per manent Representative (UNEP/GC. 18/L.5) and anended by France and the
Russi an Federation

135. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

I nternational conventions and protocols in the field of the environnent
(deci si on 18/ 25)

136. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.12/Rev.1), approved by the Programme Conmittee
on the basis of a draft submitted by the Commttee of Pernanent
Representatives (UNEP/ GC. 18/L.12), as anended by France.

137. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.



| mpl enentation of the Plan of Action to Conbat Desertification 1993-1994
(deci si on 18/ 26)

138. At the 10th neeting of the session, on 26 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.15/Rev.2) subnitted
by the President prepared on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.15)
submitted by the Conmittee of Permanent Representatives as anmended in the

i nfornmal negotiating group by Nigeria, on behalf of the African G oup, France,
on behal f of the European Union, and Kenya.

139. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Eart hwat ch (decisions 18/27 Ato Q

Eart hwat ch, environnental nonitoring and assessnent (decision 18/27 A)

140. At the 9th neeting of the session, on 25 May, the Governi ng Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.10/Rev.1), approved
by the Progranme Conmittee on the basis of a draft submitted by the Committee
of Permanent Representatives (UNEP/GC. 18/L.10), as anmended by France and the
Russi an Federati on.

141. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Report of the Administrative Conmittee on Coordination (decision 18/27 B)

142. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.13/Rev.1), approved by the Programme Conmittee
on the basis of a draft submitted by the Committee of Pernanent

Representati ves (UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 13).

143. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

New st at e- of -t he- envi ronnent report (decision 18/27 C

144. At the 10th neeting of the session, on 26 Nay, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.30/Rev.1) subnitted

by the President prepared on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L. 30)

submtted by the Conmittee of Permanent Representatives, as anended in the

i nfornmal negotiating group by France.



145. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Envi ronnental indicators (decision 18/28)

146. At the 9th nmeeting of the session, on 25 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject, (UNEP/GC. 18/L.17/Rev.2), approved
by the Progranme Conmittee on the basis of a draft submitted by the Committee
of Permanent Representatives (UNEP/GC. 18/L.17), as anmended by Col onbi a,
France, Nigeria and the Russian Federation

147. The Secretary read out an anendnent to the descriptive title of the draft
deci si on.

148. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Application of environmental norns by nilitary establishnments (decision 18/29)

149. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.27/Rev.1), approved by the Programme Conmittee
on the basis of a draft submitted by the Committee of Pernanent
Representati ves (UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 27), as anended by France, Philippines and
Russi a.

150. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
I mplications for the United Nations Environnment Programme of the decisions

concerning forest issues adopted by the Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
at its third session (decision 18/ 30)

151. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.38), approved by the Programme Committee on the
basis of a draft submitted by Ganbia, India, Kenya and Nigeria, as anended by
France.

152. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Protection of the nmarine environment from |l and-based activities
(deci si on 18/ 31)

153. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
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on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.44), approved by the Progranmme Committee on the
basis of a draft submitted by Chile, Colonbia, European Union, |ndonesia,
Mauritius, Mozanbi que, New Zeal and, Norway, Peru, Pol and, Ronania, Senegal,
South Africa, Swaziland, United States of Anerica and Zi nbabwe.

154. The Executive Director of UNEP said that the decision involved total
financial inplications estimated at $3.5 million, of which $1.7 nmillion would
be absorbed under the budget for the programme concerned.

155. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Persi stent organic pollutants (decision 18/ 32)

156. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.45), approved by the Progranmme Committee on the
basis of a draft submitted by Chile, Colonbia, European Union, |ndonesia,
Mauritius, Mozanbi que, New Zeal and, Norway, Peru, Pol and, Ronania, Senegal,
South Africa, Swaziland, United States of Anerica and Zi nbabwe.

157. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

International coral reef initiative (decision 18/33)

158. At the 10th neeting of the session, on 26 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.52) submitted by the
President on the basis of an earlier draft submitted by Australia, Djibouti,
Japan, Philippines, Sweden and the United States of Anerica, as revised in the
i nfornal negotiating group by the sponsors.

159. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Support fromthe United Nations Environnment Programme for snall island
devel opi ng States and i npl ementati on of the Programme of Action of the d oba
Conference on the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of Snall |sland Devel opi ng States

(deci si on 18/ 34)

160. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.56) submitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft subnmitted by Australia, Cuba, Italy, Mauritius, New Zeal and
and Paki st an.
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161. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Lead in gasoline (decision 18/ 35)

162. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.48) subnmitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft submtted by Mexico, Netherlands, Norway and the United
States, as revised by the United States on behalf of the sponsors.

163. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Bi ol ogi cal diversity (decisions 18/36 A and B)

Support to the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
(decision 18/ 36 A)

164. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.63) submitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft subnmitted by himin his capacity as Chairman of the inform
negoti ati ng group.

165. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Bi osaf ety (decision 18/ 36 B)

166. At the 9th nmeeting of the session, on 25 May, the Governing Council had

before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.46), approved by the
Programme Comittee on the basis of a draft subnmitted by Australia, New

Zeal and, Norway and Switzerland, as anended by Egypt, India, Kenya Mauritius,
Morocco, Nigeria and Uganda, supported by Chile, Colonbia, Cuba, Ml aysia and
Phi | i ppi nes.

167. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Envi ronnental training (decisions 37 A and B)

Support for the environnmental training networks (decision 18/ 37 A

168. At the 10th neeting of the session, on 26 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.59) submitted by the
President on the basis of an earlier draft submtted by the Latin Anerican and



Cari bbean G oup.

169. The Executive Director that the draft decision involved financia
implications estimated at $2 million above what was currently included in the
budget .

170. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

I ntegrated environnental managenent training (decision 18/ 37 B)

171. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.39) approved by the Programme Conmittee on the
basis of an earlier draft submtted by Australia, the European Union and

Swi tzerl and, as anended by Mauriti us.

172. The Executive Director said that the decision involved financial
implications estimated at $1.3 million above what was currently included in
t he budget.

173. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Regi onal representation (decisions 18/38 A, B and O

Rol e and function of the regional representation of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme (decision 18/ 38 A)

174. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.25/Rev.1) approved by the Programe Comrittee on
the basis of an earlier draft submtted by the Conmittee of Permanent
Representatives (UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 25), as anended by Paki st an.

175. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Decentralization and strengthening of the regional offices of the
United Nations Environnment Programe (decision 18/ 38 B)

176. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.47) approved by the Programme Conmittee on the
basis of an earlier draft submtted by the Latin Anerican and Cari bbean G oup,
as revised by Chile and Col onbi a.
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177. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Strengt heni ng of regional coordination (decision 18/ 38 O

178. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.60) submitted by the President prepared on the
basis of an earlier draft submtted by the Latin Anerican and Cari bbean G oup,
as anended in the infornmal negotiating group by India and the United States of
Aneri ca.

179. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Regi onal programes (decisions 18/39 Ato E)

Regi onal programe support for Africa (decision 18/ 39 A

180. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.57) subnmitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft subnitted by Zambia on behalf the African G oup, as revised
in the informal negotiating group by its sponsor.

181. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Techni cal cooperation anong African countries for the building and utilization

of capacities and for nobilization of resources for sustainable devel opnent in

Africa (decision 18/ 39 B)

182. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.53) subnmitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft subnmitted by the African Group as revised in the infornal
negoti ati ng group by Kenya, on behalf of the African Goup, and with
anendnents introduced by France, on behal f of the European Union, and the
United States of America.

183. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Programmes of the Council of Arab M nisters Responsible for the Environnent




- 44 -

and the regional programre for West Asia (decision 18/39 O

184. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.51) subnmitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft subnmitted by Syrian Arab Republic, on behalf of the Arab
Group, as revised in the informal negotiating group by the sponsors.

185. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Nort h- East Asia Regi onal Environnment Programme (18/39 D)

186. At the 9th nmeeting of the session, on 25 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.28/Rev.1), approved
by the Progranme Conmittee on the basis of a draft submitted by the Comrttee
of Permanent Representatives (UNEP/CGC. 18/L.28), as anended by the Denobcratic
Peopl e' s Republic of Korea, France, Ml aysia, Mxico, the Republic of Korea
and the Russian Federation

187. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Action Plan for the Protection and Managenent of the Marine and Coasta
Envi ronnent of the South Asian Seas Regi on (decision 18/ 39 E)

188. At the 10th neeting of the session, on 26 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.50) submitted by the
Presi dent on the basis of an earlier draft submitted by Bangl adesh, India,
Paki stan and Sri Lanka, as revised in the infornal negotiating group by the
sponsors.

189. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Proposed programe of work: Fund programme activities for the biennium
1996- 1997 (deci si on 18/ 40)

190. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.67) submitted by the President on the basis of
an earlier draft (UNEP/ GC. 18/ 9/ Add. 1/ Rev.2) produced in the Programe
Conmittee, as anended in the infornmal negotiating group by its Chairnman after

i nformal consultations.

191. The Secretary nmde an oral correction to paragraph 1 (a) of the draft



deci si on.

192. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

The Environnent Fund (decisions 18/41 Ato Q

Resources of the Environnment Fund (decision 18/41 A)

193. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.31/Rev.1) approved by the Committee for

Admi ni strative and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier draft
(UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 31) submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives.

194. On the proposal of the President, the Council agreed that paragraphs 3
and 4 of the draft decision should be anmended to bring theminto line with
par agraphs 2 and 3 of decision 18/40.

195. The anended draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Envi ronnent Fund: use of resources in the bienniuns 1992-1993 and 1994-1995

and proposed use of projected resources in the biennium 1996-1997
(deci sion 18/ 41 B)

196. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.31/Add.1) approved by the Committee for

Admi ni strative and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier draft
(UNEP/ GC. 18/ FC/ L. 5) submitted by the Chairnan of the Conmittee, as anended by
the United States of Anerica and with the addition of the envel ope for Fund
programme activities for the biennium 1998-1999 agreed by the Comittee.

197. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Envi ronnent Fund: financial report and audited accounts for the biennium
1992- 1993 ended 31 Decenber 1993 (decision 18/41 Q)

198. At the 8th neeting of the session, on 25 May, the Governing Council had
before it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.19/Rev.1) approved by
the Conmittee for Administrative and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an
earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/L.19) submitted by the Committee of Pernanent

Repr esent ati ves, as anended by Uganda.
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199. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Programme and programme supports costs budget of the Environnent Fund:
revised estimtes for the bi enni um 1994- 1995/ Managenent and adm ni strative
support costs budget of the Environnent Fund: proposed budget for the

bi enni um 1996- 1997 (deci si on 18/42)

200. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.42) approved by the Comrittee for Administrative
and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/ GC. 18/ FC/ L. 6)
submtted by the Chairnan of the Conmittee, as anended by France, on behal f of
t he European Uni on, and the United States of Anerica.

201. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Establ i shment of a United Nations Ofice in Nairobi (decision 18/43)

202. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.43) approved by the Comrittee for Administrative
and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/ GC 18/ FC/L.7)
subm tted by Uganda, as revised by the sponsor.

203. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Trust funds (decisions 18/44 A and B)

Managenent of trust funds (decision 18/44 A)

204. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.41) approved by the Comrmittee for Administrative
and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/ GC. 18/ FC/L. 4)
submitted by the Chairnan of the Conmittee.

205. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Trust funds (other than convention-supporting trust funds) (decision 18/ 44 B)

206. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.40) approved by the Comrmittee for Administrative
and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier draft (UNEP/GC. 18/ FC/L.3)

submtted by the Goup of 77 and China, as anended by Ronania and Switzerl and



and revised by the sponsors.
207. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

New devel opnents in conference-servicing (decision 18/45)

208. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L. 14/ Rev.1) approved by the Committee for

Admi ni strative and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier draft
(UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 14) submitted by the Conmittee of Permanent Representatives, as
anended by the United States of Anerica.

209. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Preventi on of waste, fraud and m snanagenent (decision 18/46)

210. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.35/Rev.1) approved by the Committee for

Admi ni strative and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier draft
(UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 35) submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives.

211. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Mercure satellite tel ecomruni cati ons system (deci si on 18/47)

212. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft decision
on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.34/Rev.1) approved by the Committee for

Admi ni strative and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier draft
(UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 34) submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives, as
anended by Italy, Switzerland and the United States of Anerica.

213. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

214. Followi ng the adoption of the decision, the observer for the Philippines
said that his delegation still believed that UNEP shoul d have accepted fully
t he recomendati ons of the Advisory Conmittee on Adninistrative and Budgetary
Questions (ACABQ on the issue.

Enhancing the utilization of hunan resources and the |l evel of expertise within
the United Nations Environment Programe (decision 18/48)
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215. At the 10th neeting, on 26 May 1995, the Governing Council had before it
a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L.33/Rev.1) approved by the
Conmittee for Administrative and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier
draft (UNEP/ GC. 18/L.33) submitted by the Committee of Pernanent

Repr esent ati ves.

216. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

I ndi vi dual and corporate consul tanci es (decision 18/49)

217. At the 8th neeting, on 25 May 1995, the Governing Council had before it a
draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC. 18/L. 32/ Rev.1) approved by the
Conmittee for Administrative and Budgetary Matters on the basis of an earlier
draft (UNEP/ GC. 18/L.32) submitted by the Committee of Pernanent
Represent ati ves, as anended by the Netherlands, on behalf of an informa
wor ki ng group.

218. The draft deci sion was adopted by consensus.

Provi si onal agenda, date and place of the nineteenth session of the Governing
Counci

219. At the sane neeting, the Governing Council had before it a proposal by

t he Bureau concerning the date and place of the nineteenth regular session of
the Council, together with a draft provisional agenda for the session

(UNEP/ CC. 18/ L. 49) .

220. It was agreed that the nineteenth session would be held in Nairobi from
27 January to 7 February 1997, in order to take account of the strong desire
to hold the nmeeting before the session of the Conmi ssion on Sustainable

Devel opnent and to enable an input to be made into that session. The draft
provi si onal agenda was approved w t hout anmendnent.

221. At the 10th neeting, on 26 May, the representative of Saudi Arabia said
that his country and other Arab and Islam c States were concerned that the
proposed dates of the nineteenth session of the Council would coincide with
t hose of Ramadan and Id al-Fitr, religious holidays observed by Mislins
wor |l dwi de. Pointing to the General Assenbly resol ution, whereby

United Nations neetings should not be held to coincide with such

religious holidays, he requested that the neeting be deferred until after

10 February 1997. He requested that his statenment of position be placed in



the record of the neeting.

Rol e of the Committee of Pernanent Representatives

222. Also at the 10th neeting, the Governing Council had before it a draft
decision on the role of the Commttee of Pernmanent Representatives subnitted
by the Group of 77 and China (UNEP/ GC. 18/L. 64).

223. The draft decision was w thdrawn by the representative of Pakistan,
speaki ng on behal f of the sponsors.

224. In withdrawing the draft decision, the representative of Pakistan said
that the sponsors had felt deep regret and concern at the amendnents that sone
nmenbers of the Council had wished to introduce into the draft decision. Those
amendnents seened to indicate a |lack of confidence in the Committee of

Per manent Representatives and attenpted to dilute its role and functi ons,
whereas the sponsors of the draft decision felt that the Cormittee was
irreplaceable. It was therefore with regret that, in order to avoid

di ssention, the Group of 77 and China had decided to withdraw the draft.

225. The representative of Col onbia, speaking on behalf of the Group of Latin
Aneri can and Cari bbean States, said that that Group, not all of whose nenbers
were nenbers of the Group of 77, fully supported the latter's position with
regard to the draft decision.

Not es
! The nmenbership of the Governing Council was determ ned by elections held
at the 35th plenary neeting of the forty-sixth session of the Genera
Assenbly, the 95th plenary neeting of the forty-seventh session, held on
19 January 1993 and the 54th plenary neeting of the forty-eighth session, held
on 11 Novenber 1993 (decisions 46/306, 47/318 and 48/ 309).
2 For the text of the decisions adopted by the Governing Council at its
ei ghteenth session, see the annex to the present report.
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18/1. The role and priorities of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme

The Governi ng Council,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 2997 (XXVI1) of 15 Decenber 1972,

Noti ng paragraphs 38.21-23 of Agenda 21, which recogni ze the need for an
enhanced and strengthened role of the United Nations Environment Programme and
its Governing Council

Acknowl edgi ng t hat popul ation, poverty, health, education, technol ogy,
patterns of production and consunpti on and the environment are closely
i nterconnected within the overall framework of sustainabl e devel opnent,

Underlining the need for the United Nations Environnent Progranme to
strengthen its role as the central United Nations organ for the environnent,
whi | e avoi di ng duplication of work with other international organizations,

1. Appeal s to Governnments to accel erate the inplenentation of
Agenda 21 on a priority basis;

2. Deci des that the United Nations Environnent Progranme shoul d
concentrate its activities in the follow ng nmajor areas:

(a) Assessing and addressing existing and energing critical issues in
the field of the environment;

(b) Pronoting international cooperation in the field of the environnent
and recommendi ng as appropriate policies to this end;

(c) Acting as a catalyst to address nmajor threats to the environnent;

(d) Monitoring the status of the global environnment through gathering
and di ssem nation of reliable environnmental infornmation;

! Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent,

Ri o de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. |, Resolutions adopted by the Conference
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 93.1.8 and corri gendum,
resolution 1, annex ||
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(e) Facilitating the coordination of the activities of all
United Nations bodies on matters concerned with the environnment, ensuring
t hrough cooperation, liaison and expert participation, that environnental
consi derations are taken into account in their activities;

(f) Supporting, upon request, environnent mnistries and other nationa
environnental authorities, in particular in developing countries and countries
with economies in transition, in the fornulation and inplenentation of their
environnental policies, and related capacity-building activities;

(g) Furthering the devel opnent of international environnmental |aw

(h) Providing expert advice on the devel opnent and use of environnental
econom ¢ concepts and instrunents;

(i) Devel oping regional progranmes for the environnent;

3. Decides also that the major results of the activities of the
United Nations Environment Programe shoul d be:

(a) International arrangenents to enhance environnental protection

(b) Periodic assessnents and scientifically sound forecasts designed to
support decision-nmaking and the creation of an international consensus on the
mai n environnmental threats and responses;

(c) More effective coordination of environnental nmatters within the
United Nations system

(d) Policy options and advice to Governnments, nultilatera
organi zations and ot hers, which incorporate the environnental dinension into
t he sustai nabl e devel opnent process and strengthen environnental protection;

(e) Higher public awareness and greater capacity for environnental
managenent and effective national and international responses to the threats
of environnmental degradation

4, Requests the Executive Director to take fully into account the
present decision in shaping and executing the future programes of the

United Nations Environnment Programe;

5. Requests the Executive Director to bring to the attention of the
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Secretary-General, as a contribution to his preparations for the special
session of the General Assembly in 1997 to review the followup of Agenda 21
the report of the Governing Council

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 2. Review of the governing structures of the United Nations
Envi ronnment Progr anme

The Governi ng Council,

Recogni zing that there is a need periodically to review and refine the
governing structures of the United Nations Environment Programme if its
functions and responsibilities, as set out in General Assenbly
resolution 2997 (XXVI1) of 15 Decenber 1972, are to be fulfilled in the nost
efficient, effective and transparent manner

Desiring to take the necessary steps to inprove its structures in order
to ensure achi evenent of these goal s,

Deternined to strengthen the United Nations Environment Programme to
enable it to fulfil its role as the central United Nations organ for the
envi ronnent,

1. Decides to review at its nineteenth regular session the governing
structures of the United Nations Environment Programme with a viewto itself
taki ng action or, where necessary, recomendi ng the General Assenbly to take
action to nmodify and stream ine those structures to produce in them greater
efficiency, effectiveness and transparency;

2. Requests the Executive Director to propose options to this effect
to the Governing Council at its nineteenth session, after consultation with
Gover nnment s.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 3. dobalization and environment

Referring to paragraph 2.5 of Agenda 21,' which states that an open and



- 61 -

nmultilateral trade system supported by the adopti on of sound environnental
policies, would have a positive effect on environnent and contribute to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent,

Taki ng i nto account paragraph 2.20 of Agenda 21, which indicates that
trade and environnent policies should be consistent and reinforce the process
of sustai nabl e devel opnent, taking into account the fact that environnmental
standards valid for devel oped countries nmay have unwarranted social and
econom ¢ costs in devel opi ng ones,

Convi nced that the activities in the programe should be consistent with
the overall objectives of Agenda 21 and Ri o Declaration on Environnent and
Devel opment, 2 in particular principle 12 of the Ri o Declaration

Taki ng into account paragraph 38.22 (h) of Agenda 21, where it is stated
that international environmental |aw should continue to be devel oped, and
considering the results of the second and third sessions of the Comm ssion of
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent, at which the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent and the United Nations Environnment Programme were requested to
undertake various activities on trade, environnent and sustai nable
devel opnent,

Urges the Executive Director to pay special attention to the follow ng:

Regi onal and national particularities and the inplications and
i mpact of sustainabl e devel opment for devel opi ng countries and countries
with economies in transition, when:

(a) Evaluating the Iink between trade and environment policies,
i nternational agreenents and trade, trade rules, and the devel opnent of
nmet hodol ogi es to assess the effectiveness of policy instruments,
i ncl udi ng econonic instrunments, to achi eve environnmental protection and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in consultation with interested Governnents;

(b) Providing technical assistance to Governnents, where
requested, for the analysis and formul ati on of environnental regulations
and legislation to facilitate the inplenmentation of internationa

2 |bid, annex I.



agreenments at national |evel

(c) Ensuring that the work under the subprogranme "d obalization
and the environnent" includes activities which the United Nations
Envi ronment Progranmme was invited to undertake by the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent in its decisions on trade, environnment and
sust ai nabl e devel opment and consunption and production patterns adopted
at the second and third sessions of the Commission. |In so doing, the
Uni ted Nations Environment Programre shoul d cooperate with all rel evant
i nternational organizations.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 4. The role of non-governmental organizations in the
United Nations Environnment Progranme

The Governi ng Council,

Noting the crucial partnership role identified for non-governnenta
organi zations in Agenda 21,' in the advancenment of sustainable devel opment and
envi ronnental protection,

Further noting the recommendati ons of the Ofice of Internal Oversight
Services in its review of the United Nations Environment Programe,?

Requests the Executive Director to give high priority to developing a
policy framework and appropriate nechanisns within the secretariat for working
wi th appropriate non-governmental organizations involved in this field,

i ncl udi ng the assigning of the function of coordinator to an existing senior
posi tion.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

¥ See E/AC.51/1995/3, annex (circulated to the Governing Council by a
note by the Executive Director (UNEP/GC. 18/Inf.7)).
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18/ 5. In-depth evaluation of the programe on environnent

The Governi ng Council,

Havi ng consi dered the note by the Executive Director on the in-depth
eval uati on on the environnent programme,” transnitting to the Governing
Council a note by the Secretary-General on the sane subject® and the draft
report of the discussion of the Conmittee for Progranme and Coordination on
the in-depth eval uation,?®

Taki ng note of the note by the Secretary-General and wel com ng the
attached report of the Ofice of Internal Oversight Services entitled "In-
depth eval uati on of the programre on environnment”, as well as of the draft
report and concl usions of the Conmittee for Programme and Coordination on the
matter,

1. Requests the Executive Director to consider and take appropriate
action on the recomendations in the report of the Ofice of Interna
Oversight Services entitled "In depth evaluation of the programe on
envi ronnent " ;

2. Requests the Executive Director to al so take due consideration of
t he concl usi ons and recomendati ons of the Conmrittee for Programe and
Coordi nation as contained in its draft report.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 6. The United Nations Environnment Progranme and wonen in
envi ronnment and devel opnent

The Governi ng Council,

4 UNEP/GC. 18/ Inf. 7.

5 B/ AC 51/1995/ 3.

® UNEP/ AC.51/1995/L.3/Add.3. The draft report was adopted without
amendnment by the Committee for Programme and Coordi nation on 22 May 1995.
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Recal ling principle 20 of the 1992 R o Declaration on Environnent and
Devel opnment, 2 which hol ds that wonen have a vital role in environnmenta
managenment and devel oprment and that their full participation is therefore
essential to achi eve sustainabl e devel opnent,

Recalling its decision 17/4 of 21 May 1993 on the United Nations
Envi ronnment Progranme and the role of wonen in environment and devel opnent,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 49/161 of 23 Decenber 1994 on the
i mpl enent ati on of Nairobi Forward-|ooking Strategies for the Advancenent of
wonen’ and, in particular, its paragraph 33, which invites, inter alia, United
Nati ons bodi es to consider making concrete commitments and specifying action
to neet the global priorities for the advancenent of wormen by the year 2000 to
be reflected in the Platformof Action of the Fourth Wrld Conference on
Worren,

Recal ling in particular the request in paragraph 24.10 of Agenda 21' for
each body of the United Nations systemto review the nunber of wonen in senior
policy-1evel and decision-naking posts and, where appropriate, adopt
programes to increase that nunber, in accordance with Econoni ¢ and Soci a
Council resolution 1991/71 of 31 May 1991, on the inprovenent of the status of
wonen in the Secretariat,

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on the role of
wonen in environnent and devel opnent® and her intention to integrate fully a
gender perspective and balance into the work and activities of the United
Nat i ons Envi ronnent Progranme;

2. Wel comes the efforts of the Executive Director to achi eve gender
equality in the United Nations Environnent Programme, including through the
setting of goal s/targets;

3. Urges Governnents to assist the Executive Director in achieving
t hese goal s by proposing qualified candi dates of both sexes for vacancies

" Report of the Wrld Conference to Review and Apprai se the Achi everents

of the United Nations Decade for Whnen: Equality, Devel opnment and Peace,
Nai robi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.1V.10)
chap. |, sect. A

8  UNEP/ GC. 18/ 11.



announced to Governments;

4. Wl cones the proposals for the Progranme's contribution to the
Fourth Wirl d Conference on Wnen set out in the report of the Executive
Director and requests her to further el aborate those proposals;

5. Deci des to send a nessage annexed to the present decision to
the Fourth World Conference on Wnen, to be held in Beijing from4 to
15 Sept enber 1995;

6. Urges the Executive Director to ensure an input and contribution
fromthe United Nati ons Environment Progranme on gender and environment in the
preparation of other subsequent mmjor conferences, in particular Habitat |1

7. Requests the Executive Director to report on the inplenmentation of
the present decision to the Council at its nineteenth session.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

Annex

1. Wnen and nmen are equal partners in sharing responsibility for the
future of our Earth. Both genders are equally dependent on the capacities of
ecosystens. Equitable access of wonen to and control over resources - |and,
noney/ credit, and decision-making at all levels is essential

2. Wirren play a major role and nmake environnentally crucial choices in
key areas of production as well as consunption affecting the environnent in
both rural and urban areas. W nen nust be engaged in environmentally sound
action at the local level and in action which pronotes the sustainabl e use of
natural resources at all levels. W nen' s experiences and expertise of
saf eguardi ng the environnment while at the sanme tine seeking to ensure adequate
and sust ai nabl e resource allocations wthin househol ds and comunities nust be
acknow edged and incorporated into decision-maki ng processes.

3. As key partners in sustainable devel opnent, wonen have to be
recogni zed and encouraged to fully participate in the furthering of

environnental priority issues such as:

(a) Conservation and managenent of resources (land, water, air);
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(b) Devel opnent of sustainabl e househol d energy;
(c) Sustainable human settlenments devel opnment and managenent.

4, To further the active role of wonen regarding their specific needs
and capabilities in relation to the environnent, an integral strategy should
be devel oped, which would include, inter alia:

(a) Awareness-buil ding;
(b) Participation;
(c) Education.

This woul d enabl e wonen to address the environnental threats and reverse
negative trends of environnmental degradation and its deleterious effects on
human heal th and wel | - bei ng.

5. The role of the United Nations Environnent Programe in the
United Nations systemand in its comunity of partners for the advancenent of
worren as a neans to safeguard the environment is to recognize wonmen and
facilitate their environnental education and their access to resources through
devel opi ng a gender perspective in all the activities of the organizations.
The United Nations Environment Programe shoul d develop this role and take
worren' s experience and know edge on board by offering equal job opportunities
and provi di ng gender-sensitive working conditions.

6. In the light of Agenda 21, in particular chapter 24, the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environment Programe invites the Fourth World
Conference on Wnen to give special attention to the environnmental aspects of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in fornulating its recommendati ons for the further
advancenent of womren.

18/ 7. Environnment and sustai nabl e devel opnent: relationship
bet ween the United Nations Environnent Programme and the
Commi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

The Governi ng Council,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 2997 (XXVI1) of 15 Decenber 1972,
whi ch gives the Governing Council a mandate, inter alia, to pronote
i nternational cooperation in the field of the environment, to recomend, as
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appropriate, policies to that end and to provide policy guidance for the
direction and coordination of environmental programes within the
United Nations system

Recal | i ng chapter 38 of Agenda 21' and, in particular, the statements
therein that the United Nations Environment Programe is the principal body
within the United Nations systemin the field of the environment, that there
will be a need for an enhanced and strengthened role of the United Nations
Envi ronment Progranme and its CGoverning Council after the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel oprment and that the Governi ng Counci
should, within its nandate, continue to play its role with regard to policy
gui dance and coordination in the field of the environment, taking into account
t he devel opnent perspective,

Reaffirming that the United Nations Environment Progranme was
established to protect and pronote the enhancenent of the human environnent
and that the quality of human life nust constitute its central concern

Havi ng consi dered the report of the Executive Director on environnent
and sust ai nabl e devel oprent, °

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director

2. Stresses the need for the United Nations Environnment Programe to
focus on those systemw de activities of the United Nati ons systemfor which
it has been assigned a special responsibility by Agenda 21, and the mgjor
policy issues and challenges in the field of the environnent, as determ ned by
t he Governi ng Counci |

3. Enphasi zes the need for the United Nations Environment Progranme,
in accordance with its nandate and in inplenentation of Agenda 21, to continue
to provide effective support to the work of the Commi ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent as the high-1level policy forumfor the discussions to follow up
the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent, inter alia,
t hrough the provision of scientific, technical and policy information and
advi ce on the environment;

4. Requests the Executive Director to informthe Conmi ssion on

9 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 27 and Corr. 1.
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Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of the present decision

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/8. Statenent on the environnment

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/6 of 21 May 1993, in which the Counci
encour aged the Executive Director to continue to exam ne ways of inproving the
docunentation to be provided as explained in her note on future state-of-the-
envi ronment reporting,

Havi ng considered the Executive Director's statenent on the
envi ronnent , *!

Acknowl edgi ng the growi ng inportance of the interface between gl oba
econom ¢ trends and environmental issues and, in particular, ways and neans to
bridge environnmental assessnent activities and environmental managenent
responses,

Noti ng the new subprogranme, "d obalization and the environment", as
contained in the proposed programe of work for the biennium 1996-1997, % and
noti ng that sectoral |inkages involving trade, |aw, environnental economcs
and other activities are also integrated into environmental assessment and
managenment progr ammes,

Noting al so the decisions of the Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnment
on international cooperation and inter-agency coordination in the field of
trade, environnent and sustai nabl e devel opment, adopted at its second and
third sessions,

Enphasi zi ng the need to ensure cl ose cooperation and avoi dance of

10 UNEP/ GC. 17/ I nf. 11.

11 UNEP. GC. 18/ 24.

12 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 9.
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duplication anong different international organizations in the area of trade,
envi ronnent and sustai nabl e devel opnent, particularly the Wrld Trade

Organi zation, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent, the
United Nations Devel opment Programe and the Organisation for Econom c
Cooper ati on and Devel opnent,

Wl cones the proposed format of the Executive Director's statenment and
requests her to continue inmproving it.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 9. Further devel opment of international environnenta
| aw ai mi ng at sustai nabl e devel opnent

The Governi ng Council,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 47/190 of 22 Decenber 1992
endor si ng Agenda 21' and the other docunents as adopted by the United Nations
Conference on Environnment and Devel oprment, and, in particular the principa
environnental chall enges identified therein,

Desiring to achieve the inplenentation of tasks set out in those
docunent s,

Recal | i ng chapter 38 of Agenda 21 on international institutiona
arrangenents, which reaffirns the enhanced and strengthened role of the
Governi ng Council of the United Nations Environnent Programe in providing
policy guidance and coordination in the field of the environnent, taking into
account the devel oprment perspective, and urges the United Nations Environnent
Programme to concentrate, inter alia, on the inplenmentation and further
devel opnent of international environnental |aw,

Recogni zi ng that chapter 38 of Agenda 21 further urges the
United Nations Environment Programe to concentrate on coordinating functions
arising froman increasing nunber of international |egal agreenents,
inter alia, the functioning of the convention secretariats, and the provision
of technical, legal and institutional advice to Governments, at their request,
for devel oping and inplenmenting national environnmental |egislation and
institutions, providing training and di sseninating |egal information,

Recalling its decision 17/25 of 21 May 1993, by which it adopted the
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Programme for the Devel opnment and Peri odi ¢ Revi ew of Environnental Law for
the 1990s, and decided to review the inplenentation of the programme not |ater
than at its nineteenth session,

Recal ling al so the decision adopted by the Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent on 27 May 1994 urging the United Nations Environnent Programme to
study further the concept, requirements and inplications of sustainable
devel oprent and international |aw

Wl coning the progress achieved in the inplenmentation and devel opnent of
i nternational environmental instruments and the conclusion of environmental
programes of action

Concerned that, despite the encouraging signs, three years after the
adopti on of Agenda 21 only limted progress has been made in the realization
of its goals and objectives and that existing and proposed | egal and
institutional instrunents and arrangenments have so far been ineffective in
halting the deterioration of the global environnment,

Noti ng the need for enhanced policy guidance with regard to the
direction and coordi nation of United Nations systemactivities in the field of
environnent in the context of sustainable devel opnent,

Believing that in order to achi eve sustainable devel opment it is
i nperative to address on a priority basis the principal environmental
chal | enges, as contained in Agenda 21, including with reference to rel evant
soci al, econom ¢ and environmental aspects which should be considered in the
contest of the devel opnent of international environnental |aw,

Noting with appreciation the efforts being nmade by the United Nations
Envi ronnment Programme as well as other institutions, both within and outside
the United Nations system to further the inplenmentation and devel oprment of
i nternational environnmental |aw ainng at sustainabl e devel oprent,

Believing further that innovative approaches are required in the field
of the progressive devel opnment and codification of international environnental
law in order to achi eve sustai nabl e devel oprent,

1. Requests the Executive Director to nonitor the inplenentation of

13 £/ 1994/ 33/ Rev. 1- E/ CN. 17/ 1994/ 20/ Rev. 1, chap. |, sect. A, para. 6.
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international legal instruments in the field of environnent, to el aborate and
recomend, where necessary, neans to enhance their effectiveness and to
provi de support, as agreed, to the convention secretariats;

2. Requests the Executive Director to update, within avail able
resources, a conpilation of international environnmental instruments, with a
view to facilitating harnonization of international environmental |aw

3. Requests the Executive Director, in inplenmenting the nandate for a
dat abase on national and international environment [aw, to use the existing
| UCN dat abank as the core archival systemand, with view to avoiding
duplication of efforts, provide the support necessary to enable it to serve
the needs of the United Nations Environment Programe, in particular to assist
CGovernment s of devel oping countries in this field,;

4, Requests the Executive Director to develop, in preparing the
periodic review of environnental |law in accordance with Counci l
deci sion 17/25, a position paper for international environmental |aw aimnng at
sust ai nabl e devel opnment, containing, inter alia, conpliance/inplenentation
nmechani sns, di spute avoi dance/ settl enent procedures and new concepts and
principles, with reference to existing international |egal instruments as well
as gui delines devel oped by institutions both within and outside the
United Nations system

5. Requests the Executive Director, within available resources, to
prepare a study on the need for and feasibility of new internationa
environnental instrunents aining at sustainabl e devel opnent, addressing, on a
priority basis, the principal environmental challenges, including as they
relate to the broader issues of sustainable devel opnment as set forth in
Agenda 21, and, in fulfilling this task, to draw upon rel evant work and
activities of other United Nations agencies and international organizations;

6. Requests the Executive Director to keep the Committee of Pernanent
Representatives infornmed of the progress of the United Nations Environnent
Programme on the subject and to submit a report thereon to the Governing
Council at its nineteenth session.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 10. Good environnental housekeeping within the
United Nations system




The Governi ng Council,

Convinced that it is necessary for the United Nations, its specialized
agencies and its other bodies to apply and observe good environnent al
housekeepi ng standards in their building design and office systens,

Recal i ng that under General Assenbly resolution 2997 (XXVIl) of
15 Decenber 1972, the CGoverning Council has, inter alia, the follow ng
functions and responsibilities:

(a) To provide general policy guidance for the direction and co-
ordi nation of environmental programmes within the United Nations system

(b) To receive and review the periodic reports of the Executive
Director on the inplenentation of environnental programes within the
United Nations system

Bei ng of the opinion that the United Nations Environnent Programe has,
under the provisions of resolution 2997 (XXVI1), a responsibility to offer
policy guidance to the United Nations systemon matters of good environmental
housekeeping as well as on the application and observance of high standards in
this regard,

Convi nced of the inportance of architects, builders, engineers and other
prof essional s taking into account the environmental significance of gl oba
warmng, acid rain, depletion of the ozone |ayer and other environmental
i ssues in the design and mai ntenance of new and existing buildings used within
the United Nations system

1. Calls on the Executive Director to consider and reconmend
strategies for the pronotion of best practice in environnental housekeeping
for use by the United Nations Environnment Progranme at its headquarters and in
its regional offices, and to advise and encourage the rest of the
United Nations systemto develop and apply simlar strategies for continually
i mproving their own environmental performance and pronoting sustainable
devel opnent, with the ai mof:

(a) Reducing waste;

(b) Expanding recycling and use of recycled naterials;
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(c) Conserving energy, water, wood, paper and other natural resources;

(d) Phasing out ozone-depl eting substances and mninizing the rel ease
of greenhouse gases, volatile organic conmpounds, vehicle enissions and other
subst ances damagi ng to health and the environnent;

(e) Using their spending power to encourage suppliers to design and
provi de products, materials, technol ogies and services which are friendlier to
t he envi ronnent;

(f) Advising architects, builders, engineers and other professionals to
take fully into account global warm ng, acid rain, the depletion of the ozone
| ayer and ot her environnental issues in the design and nai ntenance of new and
exi sting buildings for the United Nations system

2. Requests the Executive Director to encourage bodies within the
United Nations systemin their respective regular reports, to report on the
ways in which they have applied and observed the principle of good
envi ronnent al housekeeping and the targets they have set thenmselves in this
regard;

3. Notes that any initial expenditure required to inprove the
performance of the United Nations as an environnmentally responsible
organi zati on should be offset by |ong-term savings, for exanple, fromcutting
t he consunpti on of energy, water and other resources and reduci ng waste, and
that all expenditure should be designed to achi eve maxi num val ue for noney,
quality, inproved performance and better health and confort;

4, Requests the General Assenbly to adopt a resolution calling for the
application, as early as possible, of good housekeepi ng practices by al
institutions of the United Nations systemon the |lines indicated above;

5. Invites the Executive Director to report to each regul ar session of
t he Governing Council on the steps that have been taken and progress achi eved
under this decision by the United Nations Environment Progranme and ot her
entities of the United Nations system

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 11. The environnmental situation in the occupied
Pal estinian and other Arab territories




The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decisions on the environmental situation in the occupied
Pal estinian and other Arab territories, and the relevant resol utions and
deci sions of the Security Council, the General Assenbly and the Econonic and
Soci al Counci |

Recalling also the results of the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, particularly principle 23 of the Rio Declaration
on Environnent and Devel opnent, ?

Taki ng note of the Executive Director's report on the environnmenta
situation in the occupi ed Pal estinian and other Arab territories,

1. Wl cones the activities which the United Nations Environnent
Programe is undertaking within the franework of the search for a just and
durabl e peace in the Mddl e East, and requests the Executive Director to
continue to intensify such support;

2. Expresses its concern over the continued degradation of the
environnental conditions in the occupi ed Pal estinian and ot her Arab
territories, including those in the Pal estinian National Authority, and urges
the United Nations Environment Programe to take a prominent role in the
activities of the Secretary-General's Special Coordinator in the Qccupied
Territories in order to ensure that environnental concerns are given due
priority in all the cooperative progranmes under the jurisdiction of his
of fice;

3. Requests the Executive Director to update the report on the
environnental situation in the occupied Pal estinian and other Arab
territories, in keeping with Governing Council decision 17/31 of 21 May 1993;

4. Requests the Executive Director to note and inpl enent Governing
Counci | decision 17/31 by which she was requested to provide technica
assistance in Palestinian institutional and self-capacity-building in the
field of the environment, including training in the rel evant necessary fields.

10t h neeting

4 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 18 and Corr. 1.
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18/ 12. Devel opnent of an international legally binding instrunent for
the application of the prior inforned consent procedure for
certain hazardous chenmicals in international trade, and
consi deration of further neasures to reduce the
ri sks from hazardous chenical s

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 16/35 of 31 May 1991, on toxic chenicals, and
chapter 19 of Agenda 21,°

Havi ng consi dered the Executive Director's report on devel opnent of an
international legally binding instrunent for the application of the prior
i nformed consent procedure for certain hazardous chemicals in internationa
trade, *

Awar e of the concerns of the international community as regards the
risks fromtrade and/or illegal traffic in hazardous chem cals, including
pesticides, as reflected in chapter 19 of Agenda 21 and Ceneral Assenbly
resol utions 37/ 137 of 17 Decenber 1982, 38/149 of 19 Decenber 1983, 39/229 of
18 Decenber 1984 and 44/ 226 of 22 Decenber 1989,

Noting a reconmendation by the International Conference on Chenica
Safety held in Stockholmin April 1994, and the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent at its second and third sessions, held in New York in May 1994 and
in April 1995, that the United Nations Environment Programre, together with
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and in close
consultation with other international organizations, continue to eval uate and
address problenms with the inplenentation of the voluntary prior informed
consent procedure and to devel op effective legally binding instrunents
concerning the prior inforned consent procedure,® '

15 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 7 and Add. 1.

1 sSee the final report of the International Conference on Chenica

Safety (I PCS/1CCS/94.8), resolution |IPCS/ | CCS/ 94/ Res. 2, annex, programe
area C, para. 9.

17 E/ 1994/ 33/ Rev. 1- E/ CN. 17/ 1994/ 20/ Rev. 1, chap. |, sect. E, para. 165.



Further noting an agreenment at the Council of the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations, at its one hundred and seventh session,
held in Rome in Novenber 1994, that the secretariat of the Food and
Agricul ture Organization of the United Nations should proceed with the
preparation of a draft prior informed consent convention as a part of the
current Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations/United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranmme progranme on prior informed consent and in cooperation
with other international and non-governnmental organizations concerned, *®

Also noting the results of the first neeting of the Intersessional G oup
of the Intergovernnental Forum on Chenical Safety, held in Bruges, Belgium
from20 to 23 March 1995, and all the work undertaken by the United Nations
Envi ronment Programme in relation to the prior informed consent procedure,

Taking note with appreciation of the work of the Ad Hoc Wrking G oup of
Experts on the Inplenentation of the Arended London Guidelines and of the task
force established by the Wrking Goup for the devel opment of the instrunent
envi saged in chapter 19 of Agenda 21,

1. Aut hori zes the Executive Director to prepare for and convene,
together with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and
in consultation with Governments and ot her rel evant international
organi zations, within avail able resources, an intergovernnental negotiating
committee, with a nandate to prepare an international |egally binding
instrument for the application of the prior informed consent procedure for
certain hazardous chemicals in international trade;

2. Invites the Executive Director to convene in cooperation with the
Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations a Governnent-
desi gnated group of experts, to consider, taking into account the work done in
all relevant foruns, including the Intergovernnental Forum on Chenical Safety,
the negotiations on the convention on prior informed consent and the

18 See Report of the Council of FAQ, Hundred and Seventh Session, Rone,

15-24 Novenber 1994 (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
Rone, 1994), docunent CL 107/ REP.

19 See First Meeting of the Intersessional Goup of the Intergovernmental

Forum on Chemical Safety, Bruges, Bel gium 20-23 March 1995, Final Report,
docunent |SE 95. 11.
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activities to be undertaken in accordance with the Governi ng Counci

deci sion 18/ 32 of 25 May 1995 on persistent organic pollutants, and recomrend
what further neasures are needed to reduce the risks froma limted nunber of
hazardous chenicals, either within or beyond the scope of existing prior

i nforned consent procedure, and requests the Executive Director to report
thereon to the Governing Council at its nineteenth session;

3. Decides that at its nineteenth session, the Governing Council,
taking into account the recommendations fromthe Governnent-desi gnated group
of experts, should give consideration to the need to devel op further neasures,
within or beyond the prior infornmed consent procedure, to reduce the risks
froma linited nunber of hazardous chemicals, including the possibility that
t he mandate of the intergovernnental negotiating comrittee for the legally
bi nding prior informed consent procedure be extended to provide a basis for
devel opnent of such neasures;

4, Deci des that the intergovernmental negotiating comittee shal
conmence its work as soon as possible and not |ater than January 1996;

5. Requests the Executive Director to invite relevant internationa
organi zations to participate in the negotiating process for the devel opment of
the instrument;

6. Call's upon Governnents that are in a position to do so to provide
t he necessary financial and technical resources to enable the full and
ef fective functioning of the intergovernmental negotiating committee, in
particular the full and effective participation of devel oping countries, and
of countries with economes in transition

7. Al so requests the Executive Director to convene, together with the
Director-Ceneral of the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the
United Nations, a diplonmatic conference for the purpose of adopting and
signing an international |legally binding instrument for the application of the
prior informed consent procedure for certain hazardous chemicals in
i nternational trade, preferably not later than early 1997.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 13. Future strategy docunent in the field of the environnent

The Governi ng Council,




Recalling its decision 17/16 of 21 May 1993 on i npl enentati on and mi d-
termreview of the United Nations systemw de medi umterm environnent
programmre for 1990-1995, ?°

Havi ng consi dered the report of the Executive Director on the proposa
for a future strategy docunent in the field of the environnent as a successor
to the systemw de medi umterm environnent progranmre, 2

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director concerning the
need for a United Nations systemw de strategy docunment in the field of
envi ronnent ;

2. Endorses the assessment of the Executive Director that there is a
need for a strategy docunment and recomrends that such a docunent be prepared
to provide for a nechanismto enable the United Nations Environment Progranme
to discharge its policy guidance and coordi nati on mandate within the
United Nations system

3. Requests the Executive Director to submt to the Governing Counci
at its regular session in 1997 the draft strategy docunent, to becone
operational in 1998.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/14. Inter-Agency Environnent Coordination G oup

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/9 of 21 May 1993 on the 1991 and 1992 reports
of the Administrative Committee on Coordination, ?3

Havi ng consi dered the report of the Executive Director on the Inter-

20 UNEP/ GCSS. | / 7/ Add. 1.

21 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 36 and Corr. 1.

22 UNEP/ GC. 17/ 11 and UNEP/ GC. 17/ 12.
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Agency Environment Coordi nation G oup, ?°
1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director

2. Wel comes the establishnment of the Inter-Agency Environment
Coordi nation Group as a flexible consultative and advi sory body, neeting as
and when required, to enable the United Nations Environnent Programme to
di scharge effectively its coordination nandate;

3. Deci des that the Inter-Agency Environnment Coordination G oup should
focus on assisting the Executive Director in coordinating the activities of
the United Nations systemin addressing the major chall enges, as set out in
t he programme of work for the biennium 1996-1997;

4, Stresses that, in deternining the terns of reference and future
activities of the Goup, full account should be taken of the role,
responsibilities and work of the Inter-Agency Committee on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent ;

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

5. Requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Counci
at its regular session in 1997 on the terns of reference, progress nade in the
wor k of the Inter-Agency Environnent Coordination G oup and proposed future
activities.

18/ 15. Cooperation between the United Nations Environnment Programme and the
United Nations Centre for Human Settl enments (Habitat)

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 14/3 of 18 June 1987, in which it requested
the Executive Director to continue to increase cooperation between the
United Nations Environment Programe and the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlements (Habitat), inter alia, in the four areas identified by the
seventh joint neeting of the Executive Director of the Programme and the

23 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 36/ Add. 1 and Corr. 1.



- 80 -

Bureau of its CGoverning Council with the Executive Director of the Centre and
the Bureau of the Conmi ssion on Human Settlenents, ?*

Recalling also its decisions 16/21 of 31 May 1991 and 17/ 10 of
21 May 1993 on cooperation between the United Nations Environnent Progranme
and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenents (Habitat),

Recal ling further General Assenbly resolution 40/199 of 17 Decenber 1985
on cooperation between the United Nations Centre for Human Settl enents
(Habitat) and the United Nations Environment Programe,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on cooperation
bet ween the United Nations Environnent Programre and the United Nations Centre
for Human Settlenments (Habitat),®

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the increased cooperation between
t he organi zati ons;

2. Notes that the probl em of the adequate treatnent and managenent of
urban waste water is an issue on which the United Nations Environnent
Programme and United Nations Centre for Hunman Settlenents (Habitat) can work
jointly in a fruitful manner

3. Requests the Executive Director in collaboration with the
United Nations Centre for Hunman Settlenents (Habitat) to report on the extent
of the progress nmade in the inplenentation of the Sustainable Cities
Pr ogr amme;

4, Requests the Executive Director to continue her efforts to
intensify such cooperation, particularly in relation to the Sustainable Cities
Programme and associ ated areas included in the programme of work: Fund
programe activities for the biennium 1996-1997.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

2 See UNEP/ GC.13/6, para. 18.

25 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 29 and Corr.1 and Add. 1.
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18/16. Inplications for the United Nations Environment Programe of
maj or international events

The Governi ng Council,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolutions 47/120 A of 18 Decenber 1992,
entitled "An Agenda for Peace: preventive diplomacy and related matters",
and 47/ 120 B of 20 Septenber 1993, entitled "An Agenda for Peace",

Recal ling al so CGeneral Assenbly resolution 49/126 of 19 Decenber 1994 on
an Agenda for Devel opnent,

Further recalling General Assenbly resolution 49/122 of 19 Decenber 1994,
in which the General Assenbly endorsed the Declaration of Barbados, and the
Programe of Action for the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of Small |sland Devel opi ng
St at es, °

Finally recalling General Assenbly resolution 49/128 of 19 Decenber 1994,
in which the General Assenbly endorsed the Programre of Action of the
I nternati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, held in Cairo from5 to
13 Septenber 1994, %’

M ndful that the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 Decenber 1982% entered into force on 16 Novenmber 1994,

Bearing in nmind the outcone of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent,
whi ch was held in Copenhagen from®6 to 12 March 1995,

% Report of the dobal Conference on the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of
Smal | |sland Devel opi ng States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April-6 May 1994
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 94.1.8 and corrigendum, chap. |
resolution I, annexes | and 11

2T AN CONF. 171/ 13 and Add.1, chap. |, resolution 1, annex.

28 Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 84.V.3),
docunent A/ CONF. 62/ 122.
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Havi ng consi dered the report of the Executive Director on inplications
for the United Nations Environment Programme of major international events,?

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director;

2. Endorses the foll ow up proposals of the Executive Director as
contained in her report.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/17. Issues arising fromthe resolutions of the General Assenbly
at its forty-eighth and forty-ninth sessions, specifically
calling for action by the United Nati ons Environnment Progranme

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 10/1, section I, of 31 May 1982,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on issues arising
fromthe resolutions of the General Assenbly at its forty-eighth and forty-
ninth sessions, specifically calling for action by the United Nations
Envi ronment Progr ame, *

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director and the actions
i ndi cated therein;

2. Aut hori zes the Executive Director to present to future sessions of
the Council her report on issues arising from General Assenbly resolutions as
an information docurent.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

2% UNEP/ GC. 18/ 26.

30 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 28.



18/18. Estimates of costs for the United Nations Environnent
Programme to inplenent fully those parts of Agenda 21
reconmended for its attention

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/32 of 21 May 1993, by paragraph 4 of which it
requested the Executive Director to present to the Council at its eighteenth
session her estimtes of the costs for the Programme fully to inplement those
parts of Agenda 21' specifically recommended for the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme's attention

Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on estimtes of costs
for the United Nations Environnent Programre to inplenent fully those parts of
Agenda 21 recomended for its attention® and requests the Executive Director
to present broad-based estinmates to the Council at its nineteenth session.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/19. I nprovenent of the international response
to environnmental emnergencies

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 16/9 of 31 May 1991, in which the Counci
est abl i shed, on an experinental basis, the United Nations Centre for
Urgent Environnmental Assistance to assess and respond to man- made
envi ronnent al energenci es, acting in cooperation and in coordi nation
with other United Nations agencies,

31 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 30.
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Recalling also its decision 17/26 of 21 May 1993, in which the Counci
decided to extend the experinental stage of the Centre for a further twelve
nont hs, during which the Centre should restructure its activities to focus its
capacities to address the nandate set out in paragraphs 4 (a) to 4 (d) of that
deci si on,

Havi ng consi dered the report of the Executive Director on inprovenent of
the international response to environmental energencies, %

Noting with appreciation the efforts of the United Nations Environnment
Programme and the United Nations Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs in
successfully negotiating institutional and adm nistrative arrangenents for the
establishment of a Joint United Nations Environnent Programme/ Departnent of
Hurmani tarian Affairs Environnent Unit in the Department of Humanitarian
Affairs to enhance international capacity to respond to environnental
ener genci es,

Al so noting the decision taken by the Conmittee of Permanent
Representatives at its forty-fifth nmeeting, held on 8 June 1994, to accept the
Executive Director's proposal for the Joint Unit and to request the Executive
Director to inplement her proposals for twelve nonths and refer the question
back to the Council at its eighteenth session,

Noting further the establishnent of the Advisory G oup on Environnenta
Emergencies which will, inter alia, review the work of the Joint Unit and
advi se the Executive Director of the United Nations Environnent Progranmme and
t he Under-Secretary-Ceneral for Humanitarian Affairs and Energency Reli ef
Coor di nat or,

Recogni zing that nore tine is required for the Joint Unit to develop its
activities and services in accordance with the recomendati ons of the Advisory
Group on Environmental Emergenci es,

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on inprovenent
of the international response to environmental emnergencies;

32 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 2.

33 UNEP/ CPR. 46/ 2/ Rev. 1, annex |1.
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2. Wl cones the establishnment of the Joint United Nations Environnent
Programme/ Depart nent of Humanitarian Affairs Environnment Unit;

3. Invites Governments and rel evant United Nations agencies, bodies
and programmes to cooperate with the Joint Unit in its efforts to provide
assistance to countries, in particular devel oping countries, facing
envi ronnent al energenci es;

4. Requests the Executive Director to allocate the necessary resources
for the biennium 1996-1997 for the adm nistrati on and operation of the Joint
Unit with strict regard to econony;

5. Urges Governnments in a position to do so to provide additiona
resources for the operation of the Joint Unit;

6. Requests the Executive Director to prepare a detailed progress
report on the activities of the Joint Unit for an in-depth review of its
activities, its resources and structure, including the involvenrent and
contribution of the United Nations Environment Programe, and the
appropriateness of the Joint Unit's |ocation, by Governing Council at its
ni net eent h regul ar session

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/20. dimte

A. The dinate Agenda

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/24 C of 21 May 1993 on the Intergovernnenta
Meeting on the Wrld Cinmate Programe,
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Havi ng consi dered the Executive Director's report on the Cinmte Agenda
-- international climate-related programes, *

Noting the availability of the dinate Agenda: A Proposal for an
Integrating Framework for International Cinate-related Programes, *® which
enconpasses all the clinmate-related activities of international organizations
and whi ch has been prepared jointly by the United Nations Environnent
Programme, the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations, the
International Council of Scientific Unions, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization and its |Intergovernmental Qceanographic
Conmi ssion, and the World Meteorol ogi cal Organization

Noting also that the Agenda is focused upon the needs of Governnents and
i s designed to ensure maxi num syner gy,

Recogni zi ng the need to support the requirenments of the United Nations
Franmewor k Convention on dimate Change, *® the inplenentation of Agenda 21' and
the work of the Intergovernnental Panel on Cinmate Change,

Recogni zi ng al so that the overall ainms and priority areas devel oped
along the four thrusts identified by the Intergovernnental Meeting on the
Wrld Cimate Progranmme will only be attained through the participation of al

States, which requires capacity-building in devel oping countries and countries
with economies in transition, realized through training and devel oprent,
i mproved institutional arrangenments and technol ogy transfer,

Awar e of the concerns of the Executive Committee of the World
Met eor ol ogi cal Organi zati on, expressed at its forty-sixth session, in
June 1994,

34 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 17 and Corr. 1.
35

| bi d, annex.

3%  A/AC 237/18 (Part |1)/Add.1 and Corr.1, annex |I.
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1. Endorses the proposal that the United Nations Environment Programe
be responsible for coordinating international activities under thrust 3 of the
Cimate Agenda, "Studies of climate inmpact assessnents and response strategies
to reduce vulnerabilities";

2. Urges the relevant international organizations to align their
climate-related activities according to the priorities of the Agenda and to
i mpl ement these activities, within avail able resources, and to establish
adequat e reporting and coordinating nechanisns for the Wrld dimte Progranme
towar ds achi evenent of the aims of the Agenda;

3. Requests CGovernnents to consider the need

(a) To undertake those parts of the programes for which they have the
requi red expertise and capacity;

(b) To strengthen or establish national clinate progranmes required by
the United Nations Franmework Convention on Cinmate Change and the
I ntergovernnental Meeting on the Wrld dinate Programre;

(c) To cooperate in building the scientific and technical capacity of
devel opi ng countries and countries with econonmies in transition in order to
enable their full participation in the Agenda;

(d) To provide a nodest anmpount of additional resources to internationa
organi zations for the targeted purpose of coordinating the inplenentation of
the Cimate Agenda and for the overall managenent of the programes, through
the inter-agency Coordinating Cormittee for the Wrld Cinmate Programe, and
for the managenent of the individual thrusts.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

B. Intergovernnental Panel on dinate Change

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/24 A of 21 May 1993 on the report of the
Chai rman of the Intergovernmental Panel on dinmate Change,



Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on progress of
work of the Intergovernmental Panel on dimte Change, *

Noting with satisfaction the outcome of the first nmeeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Franmework Convention on
Cimte Change, held in Berlin from28 March to 7 April 1995,

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director

2. Requests the Executive Director, jointly with the Secretary-Genera
of the World Meteorol ogi cal Organization, to continue the arrangenents to
support the Panel and to ensure the participation of specialists with
appropriate expertise in its activities;

3. Requests the Panel to continue to update the assessnents of
avai l abl e informati on on the science, inpacts, response options and the
techni cal aspects of the socio-econonics of climte change and rel ated
nmet hodol ogi es for use and application by States parties to the United Nations
Framewor k Convention on Cimate Change® and other interested entities, taking
into account in its assessnents the needs arising fromthe specia
ci rcunst ances of the devel opi ng countries and countries with economies in
transition;

4, Urges Governments to continue to support the activities of the
I nt ergovernnmental Panel on Cimate Change and to contribute to the trust fund
for the Panel

5. Furt her requests the Panel to report, through its Chairnman, to the
CGoverning Council at its nineteenth session on the progress of its activities.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 21. Joint International Atom c Energy Agency, International Maritine
Maritime Organization, United Nations Environment Progranme
Wirking Goup on the carriage of irradi ated nucl ear fuel by sea

The Governi ng Council,

37 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 12.



Recalling its decision 17/13 of 21 May 1993 on carriage of irradiated
nucl ear fuel by sea,

Recalling also resolution A 748 (18), on the Code for the Safe Carri age
of Irradiated Nucl ear Fuel, Plutonium and Hi gh-1evel Radioactive Wastes in
Fl asks on Board Ships (I NF Code), adopted by the Assenbly of the Internationa
Maritime Organization at its eighteenth session, held from25 Cctober to
5 Novenber 1993

Havi ng consi dered the report of the Executive Director on devel opnents
resulting fromthe work of the Joint International Atom c Energy
Agency/International Maritime O ganization/United Nations Environnent
Programre Working Group on the carriage of irradiated nuclear fuel by sea,

Takes note of the report of the Executive Director and requests that the
United Nations Environnment Programe continue its collaboration with the
rel evant organi zations in terns of its experience and expertise and report on
progress in this regard to the Governing Council at its nineteenth session.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 22. International environnental technol ogy centres

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/21 of 21 May 1993 on internationa
envi ronnental technol ogy centres,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on internationa
envi ronment al technol ogy centres, %

Recalling also its decision 18/40 of 26 May 1995, in which the Counci
adopt ed the proposed programe of work for the biennium 1996-1997,

38 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 35.

3% UNEP/ GC. 18/ 15.
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1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director, including the
progress report on the International Environnental Technol ogy Centre of the
United Nations Environment Programe;

2. Requests the Executive Director to nmake proposals on the
Programme's own role and its partnership role in the context of internationa
envi ronnental technol ogy centres, and on nodalities for financing endogenous
capacity-buil ding of scientific and technol ogical centres, in particul ar of
devel opi ng countries and countries with economies in transition, and to report
thereon to the Governing Council at its nineteenth session.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 23. O eaner production, environnmental technol ogy assessnment, awareness
and preparedness for energencies at local level, and internationa
gui delines on information on potential environnental
i npacts of exports

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/17 of 21 May 1993, on transfer of
environnental Iy sound technol ogy, and paragraph 4 of its decision 17/18, on
environnental | y sound managenent of hazardous wastes, of 21 May 1993,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on cleaner
production, environmental technol ogy assessnment, awareness and preparedness
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for emergencies at |ocal |evel, and devel opnent of international guidelines on
i nformati on on potential environmental inpacts that exporters of a technol ogy
could feasibly provide to inporters, *

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director

2. Notes with appreciation the progress nmade in pronoting cleaner and
saf er industrial production, including processes and products, through the
awar eness and prevention for energencies at |ocal |evel, cleaner production,
and envi ronmental technol ogy assessnent progranmes and the role the Programe
has played in disseninating these activities and in supporting national and
regional initiatives, particularly in devel opi ng countri es;

3. Notes al so with appreciation the initiatives of Governnents,
United Nations and intergovernnmental organizations, industry and business
associ ati ons, and non-governmental organi zations in supporting progranmes of
the United Nations Environment Programre in this field;

4, Expresses concern that environnmentally unfriendly technol ogi es
continue to remain in use;

5. Cal | s upon Governments to continue to give these programes a high
priority in their devel opment policies and programres, to support the efforts
needed to pronote them as well as to provide and/or channel the technical and
financial support conducive to these initiatives, particularly anongst snal
and nedi um scal e enterprises;

6. Call's upon United Nations agencies, intergovernnental organizations
and donor countries to continue to support these initiatives at the nationa
and regional |evels;

7. Cal | s upon national, regional and international funding agencies
and banks to recognize the financial benefits of these programmes and to take
the necessary steps to include themin their financing programres;

40 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 5.
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8. Call's upon the Executive Director to continue to support
CGovernments and industry in devel opi ng cl eaner production denonstration
projects, particularly in devel oping countries, countries with econonies in
transition, and small and medi um scal e enterprises, and to continue to support
and nonitor the activities of the National C eaner Production Centres;

9. Requests the Executive Director to proceed to develop draft
i nternational guidelines on information on potential environnental inpacts
t hat technol ogy exporters or suppliers should provide to technology inporters
or users and to develop initial mechanisnms of verification;

10. Al so requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing
Council at its nineteenth session on progress nade in inplenentation of the
present deci sion.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 24. Action for countries with econonmes in transition

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/27 of 21 May 1993 on action for countries with
econonmies in transition

Recal ling al so CGeneral Assenbly resolution 49/106 of 19 Decenber 1994 on
integration of the econonmies in transition into the world econony,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on inplenentation
of Governing Council decision 17/27,*

1. Takes note of the progress achieved so far in assisting the
countries with economes in transition with their environnmental problens
within the framework of the "Environment for Europe" process;

2. Requests the Executive Director to continue these efforts,
i ncluding to devel op the survey on the environnmental activities and priorities
in the European region into a database as a tool for policy- and priority-
setting in the region.

41 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 19 and Corr. 1.



9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/25. International conventions and protocols in the field
of the environnent

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 24 (I111) of 30 April 1975 and General Assenbly
resol ution 3436 (XXX) of 9 Decenber 1975,

Noting with appreciation the quality and useful ness of the Register of
International Treaties and Ot her Agreenments in the Field of Environment, which
i s published and distributed by the United Nations Environnent Progranmme
bi enni al 'y,

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on international
conventions and protocols in the field of the environnent;*

2. Requests the Executive Director to continue regular publication of
the Register and invites her to consider the possibility of updating and
dissem nating it nore frequently;

3. Aut hori zes the Executive Director to transmit her report, onits
behal f, together with any comrents nmade by del egati ons thereon, to the General
Assenbly at its fiftieth session, in accordance with General Assenbly
resol ution 3436 (XXX);

4, Calls on States that have not yet done so to sign, ratify or accede
to those conventions and protocols in the field of the environment to which
they are eligible to beconme parties.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

42 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 23 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and 2.



18/26. I nplenentation of the Plan of Action to Conbat
Desertification 1993-1994

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling, in particular, General Assenbly resolutions 35/73 of
5 Decenber 1980 and 39/168 B of 17 Decenber 1984, in which the Assenbly
requested the CGoverning Council to report, through the Econonm ¢ and Soci a
Council, on the inplenmentation of the Plan of Action to Conbat
Desertification, *

Recal ling al so CGeneral Assenbly resolution 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994 on
el aboration of an international convention to conbat desertification in those
countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in
Africa,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on the
i npl ementation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification 1993-1994, *

1. Expresses its support for ongoing efforts by the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme to support the devel opnent of an updated assessnent
nmet hodol ogy for drylands and desertification, including the devel opment of
appropriate indicators, based on inproved national approaches involving
conmunities, as well as its efforts in increasing awareness of desertification
and in dissemnating targeted information nmaterials to a range of nedi a;

2. Requests the Executive Director to continue pronoting cooperation
and coordination of worldwi de efforts to conbat desertification and
i ntensifying research and devel opnment in collaboration with | eading world
scientific institutions and centres of excellence on desertification and |and
degradati on and drought issues, particularly on the social and economc

“* Report of the United Nations Conference on Desertification, Nairobi

29 August - 9 Septenber 1977 (A/ CONF. 74/30), part one, chap. I.

44 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 3 and Corr. 1.



aspects of these probl ens;

3. Aut hori zes the Executive Director to subnit, on behalf of the
Council, her report on the inplementation of the Plan of Action to Conbat
Desertification in 1993 and 1994, through the Economic and Social Council, to
the General Assenbly at its fiftieth session

4, Requests the Executive Director to participate actively in
assi sting Governments and intergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations
to inplenment the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in Those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in
Africa® adopted in Paris on 17 June 1994 and resol ution 5/1 concerning urgent
action for Africa adopted by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for
the Convention® and to support the interimsecretariat of the Convention;

5. Requests the Executive Director

(a) To report to the Governing Council at its nineteenth session on the
i mpl ement ati on of the United Nations Environnent Programe and the
United Nations Devel opment Programe Partnership to Conbat Desertification
signed on 26 April 1995;

(b) To contribute to the inplenentation of the Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa, and |Intergovernnental Negotiating
Conmittee resolution 5/1 on urgent action for Africa on the basis of the
resources provided for under programme activities to inplenent chapter 12 of
Agenda 21 in the developing countries, in particular in Africa, in close
col  aboration with the interimsecretariat of the Convention;

(c) To invite other organizations and agencies of the United Nations
system financial institutions, funds and other interested parties to join the
partnership and contribute to | ocal, national, subregional and regi ona
efforts of devel oping countries to conbat desertification and nitigate the
ef fects of drought;

4 AN 49/ 84/ Add. 2, annex, appendix II.

% See A 49/ 84/ Add. 2, annex, appendix I11I.
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6. Requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Counci

at its nineteenth session on the activities undertaken within the franework of

the present decision with a viewto inplenmenting the Convention to Conbat
Desertification

10t h neeting

26 May 1995

18/ 27. Earthwatch

A.  Earthwatch, environmental nonitoring and assessnent

The Governi ng Council,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 48/ 192 of 21 Decenber 1993,

Taki ng note of the decision of the Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel oprment

on this issue

Havi ng consi dered the report of the Executive Director on Earthwatch,

envi ronmental nonitoring and assessnent,* the report of the Secretary-Genera
on chapter 40 of Agenda 21: information for decision-making and Earthwat ch, “

based on material assenbled in partnership by the Departrment for Policy
Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and the United Nations Environnent
Programme as task nanagers for chapter 40 and for Earthwatch, respectively,
and the report of the Administrative Conmittee on Coordination to the
Governing Council on the United Nations systemwi de Earthwatch, *°

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on Earthwatch
environnental nonitoring and assessnment, and the associated infornmation
docunent s;

2. Urges all partner agencies and progranmes to cooperate in
i mpl enenting the systemw de Earthwatch;

47 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 4 and Corr. 1.

48 B/ CN. 17/1995/ 18.

4% UNEP/ GC. 18/ 33, annex.
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3. Endor ses the recommendati ons of the Admi nistrative Conmittee on
Coordination in its report to the Governing Council regarding the devel opnent
of approaches to the |inking of socio-econom c and environmental assessnent
and reporting by the United Nations Environnent Programe and the systemw de
Ear t hwat ch;

4, Endorses the refocused strategy of the Programre to undertake, at
the request of Governments or their representative bodies, policy-relevant
assessment and reporting of environnent and devel opnent issues of
i nternational significance through cooperating networks of appropriate
nati onal and regi onal agencies, organizations or institutions, and to pronote
t he devel opnent of data and i nformati on nanagenent capacity in those bodies
situated in devel oping countries as necessary and appropriate to ensure their
full participation;

5. Requests the Executive Director to continue providing assistance,
wi thin avail abl e resources, to devel oping countries to build capacity to
enabl e themto use and benefit fromthe data and i nformati on acquired through
t he Earthwatch programe;

6. Aut hori zes the Executive Director to transmt her report and the
present deci sion, through the Economic and Social Council, to the Genera

Assenbly at its fiftieth session.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

B. Report of the Adnministrative Connmittee on Coordination

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/11 of 21 May 1993,

Havi ng considered the report of the Administrative Conmittee on
Coordi nation to the Governing Council at its eighteenth session® and the
report of the Executive Director on Earthwatch, environmental nonitoring and
assessnent , *’

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Conmittee for its reconmendations
as an input into the Council's deliberations on the question of systemw de
Ear t hwat ch;
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2. Requests the Administrative Conmittee on Coordination to continue
to report to the Council at its regular sessions.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

C. New state-of-the-environnent report

The Governi ng Council,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 2997 (XXVI1) of 15 Decenber 1972,
by which the Assenbly, inter alia, conferred the follow ng functions upon the
United Nations Environnment Programe: to keep under review the world
envi ronnental situation; to coordinate, review and assess environment al
programes within the United Nations system and to finance, wholly or
partly, the costs of new environmental initiatives undertaken within the
United Nations system

Recalling also its decision 17/6 of 21 May 1993 on state-of -t he-
envi ronnent reports,

Further recalling the reconfirmation of the Progranme's mandate by the
United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,

Noting the call of the United Nations Conference on Environnment and
Devel opnent for even greater efforts to coordi nate environment and devel opnent
activities in the United Nations system

Noting with appreciation previous reports of the Executive Director on
the state of the environnment,

Stressing the overall objective of the integration of environnent and
devel opnent issues and actions, at the national, regional and internationa
levels, including within the United Nations system

Deeply concerned that consensus cannot be reached on several essential
issues in the field of environment and devel opnment within the United Nations
system which delays inplenmentation of the principles and recommendati ons of
Agenda 21,1

1. Requests the Executive Director to prepare a new, conprehensive
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report on the state of the world environnent, which will consist of the
following three parts:

(a) The present state of the global environnent;
(b) The state of the global environnent in the year 2015;
(c) The response: findings, conclusions and recommendati ons;

2. Recommends the inclusion in parts (a) and (b) of the report al
essential problens of and threats to the environnent, inter alia, the
environnental status of the nmain conponents of the gl obal ecosystem (waters,
forests, soils and farning | ands, ozone |ayer, etc.), basic trends in
envi ronnent al change (for exanple, clinmate change, coastal and marine
degradati on, desertification, deforestation and habitat |oss, pollution, soi
degradati on, ozone depletion, etc.); and the global effects of expected
devel opnent growth, popul ation increase and nmain trends in consunption,
producti on and urbani zati on patterns (for exanple, energy consunpti on,
transportation and sanitation problens, waste disposal, |and reclanmation and
destruction, etc.);

3. Al so recommends the inclusion in part (b) of the report of the
expected i npact of popul ati on increase, consunption and production patterns
and econom ¢ devel opnent on the environnent;

4, Furt her recommends the inclusion in part (c) of the report
recommended neasures and actions that could effectively reverse unwel conme
trends and chall enge principal threats to the environment and al so specific
institutional and | egal measures for the inplenmentation of proposed actions;

5. Requests that preparation of the report, which shall be undertaken
within existing resources, be based primarily on the existing data collected
and prepared by the United Nations Environment Programme, in close cooperation
with the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme, the Wrld Health Organi zati on,

t he Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations, the Wrld Bank
and other United Nations agencies and bodies, and on the results of research
and studies by public and private scientific and statistical institutions
engaged in fornul ation of environmental and devel opnent assessnments and
forecasts;

6. Al so requests the Executive Director to consult periodically with
the Conmittee of Permanent Representatives on the preparation of the report;
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7. Furt her requests the Executive Director to submit a first report
for the consideration of the Governing Council at its nineteenth session.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 28. Environnental indicators

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/22 of 21 May 1993 on environmental indicators,

Recal ling al so the recent approval of a programme of work on indicators
for sustainabl e devel opment by the Commi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel oprment at
its third session, and its call for organizations of the United Nations system
to contribute to its inplenmentation

1. Takes note of the Executive Director's progress report, including a
pl an of action on the devel opment and use of environnental indicators;®

2. Endorses the plan of action of the United Nations Environnent
Programme in the field of environmental and sustai nabl e devel opnent indicators

to be carried out in collaboration with other agencies and parties.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/29. Application of environmental norns by nmilitary establishnents

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/5 of 21 May 1993, on application of
envi ronnental nornms by military establishnents,

50 UNEP/ GC.18/8 and Corr.1 and Add. 1.
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1. Takes note of the Executive Director's report on the application of
environmental norns by military establishments; >

2. Takes note al so of the reconmendati on by the Comni ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent at its second session, in My 1994, inviting the
United Nations Environment Programme to consider the feasibility of arranging
regi onal meetings, in cooperation with the United Nations regi onal commi ssions
and regional organi zations, on the inplenmentation of Governing Counci

decision 17/5 and on how national environmental plans for mlitary
establishnents relating to hazardous waste nanagenent can be desi gned and
i npl enent ed; *?

3. Aut hori zes the Executive Director to arrange, within available
resources, regional neetings, in cooperation with the United Nations regi ona
conmi ssions and regional organizations, for the inplenmentation of CGoverning
Counci | decision 17/5;

4, Requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Counci
at its nineteenth regul ar session on the outconme of such regi onal neetings.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/30. Inplications for the United Nations Environnent Programme
of the decisions concerning forest issues adopted by
t he Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent at its third session

The Governi ng Council,

Havi ng consi dered the decisions of the third session of the Conm ssion
on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, whereby further actions are required to inprove
t he conservation and sustai nabl e managenent of all types of forests,

51 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 6 and Add. 1.

2 E/1994/ 33/ Rev. 1- E/ CN. 17/ 1994/ 20/ Rev. 1, chap. |, paras. 186 and 187.
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Noting with satisfaction the establishnment, under the aegis of the
Conmmi ssi on, of an Open-ended | ntergovernmnmental Panel on Forests,

Noting further that the Panel and its secretariat should draw
particularly on the resources and technical expertise of rel evant
organi zations including the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the
United Nations, the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme, the Wrld Bank and the International Tropical Tinber
Organi zation, as well as the secretariats of the rel evant conventi ons,

Recogni zi ng the experience that the United Nati ons Environment Progranmne
has accunul ated in hel ping nations to nove forward on contenti ous
envi ronnental issues and arrive at consensus,

1. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme to place this experience and the Programre's expertise in
environnental issues related to forests at the disposal of the Panel, and to
further devel op and strengthen this expertise through those relevant el enents
of the approved work programe of the United Nations Environment Programme in
order to contribute effectively to the work of the Panel

2. Al so requests the Executive Director to give full support to the
i mpl enentati on of the work programe of the Panel and the functioning of its
secretari at.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 31. Protection of the mari ne environnent from | and-based activities

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/20 of 21 May 1993, instituting a progranmre of
neetings leading to a global intergovernmental conference for the purpose of
adopting a programre of action to protect the nmarine environment from
degradati on by | and-based activities,
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Wl coming the progress nmade at the Prelimnary Meeting of Experts to

Assess the Effectiveness of Regional Seas Agreenents, held in Nairobi from

6 to 10 Decenber 1993, the Meeting of Governnent-desi gnated Experts Focusing
on the 1985 Montreal Cuidelines for the Protection of the Marine Environnent
agai nst Land-based Sources of Pollution, held in Montreal from6 to

10 June 1994,°* and the Meeting of Government-designated Experts to Revi ew and
Revi se a d obal Programme of Action to Protect the Marine Environnent from
Land-based Activities, held in Reykjavik from6 to 10 March 1995, >

Havi ng noted the draft G obal Progranme of Action for the Protection of
the Marine Environnent from Land-based Activities® which will be submitted to
the Intergovernnmental Conference to Adopt a G obal Programme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities to be held in
Washington, D.C., from 23 October to 3 Novenber 1995,

Havi ng noted al so recent devel opnents which are inportant in relation to
the protection of the seas, such as the entry into force on 16 Novenmber 1994
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, ?® the devel opnents for
enhancing the protection of the sea fromthe dunping of waste within the
framework of the 1972 London Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution
by Dunpi ng of Wastes and CQther Matter,> the strengthening at the regional
| evel of legal instrunments for the protection of the marine environnent
agai nst degradation from | and-based activities, in particular within the
framework of the regional seas programre of the United Nations Environnent
Programme, the requirements of the United Nations Framework Convention on

% See the report of Prelinminary Meeting of Experts to Assess the

Ef f ecti veness of Regi onal Seas Agreenents (UNEP/LBS/ W& 1/1/3).

* See the report of the Meeting of Government-designated Experts

Focusi ng on the 1985 Montreal Cuidelines for the Protection of the Mrine
Envi ronnent agai nst Land-based Sources of Pollution (UNEP/ MJ 1 G 1/5).

% See the report of the Meeting of Governnent-designated Experts to

Revi ew and Revise a d obal Programme of Action to Protect the Marine
Envi ronnent from Land-based Activities (UNEP/ICL/IG 1/L.6).

*  UNEP(OCA)/ LBA/ | G 2/ 3.

® United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1064, No. 15749,
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Cimate Change® and the Convention on Biol ogical Diversity,®® and the ongoing

i mpl ement ati on of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Moverents of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, > the Bamako Convention on
the Ban of the Inport into Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movenent
and Managenent of Hazardous Wastes within Africa and other rel evant
conventions on transboundary novenents of hazardous wastes and their disposal,
with a view, inter alia, to preventing and regulating all risks and potentia
danage to the marine environnent,

Recogni zi ng that inadequate disposal of urban waste-water is one of the
mai n problens affecting conmunities and ecosystens, stressing its inplications
for sustainable devel opnent in the devel oping world, including, inter alia,
human health, infant nortality, and agricultural uses;

Noting that the use of environnmentally sound technol ogies and facilities
as well as available resources for ensuring adequate waste-water treatnent in
the developing world is at present limted and that therefore there is an
urgent need to address the adverse soci o-econonic and health effects of waste-
wat er ;

58 UNEP/ Bi 0. Di v/ N7-1 NC. 5/ 4.

59 UNEP/ WG. 190/ 4.
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1. Calls on all States, including those participating in regiona
conventions and programre for the protection of the marine environment, the
regi onal seas progranmes of the United Nations Environment Programre, and the
rel evant international and non-governmental organizations, to consider the
draft d obal Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environnent
from Land-based Activities and to comuni cate any proposals for amendnent to
the Executive Director by 15 August 1995, for submission to the
I ntergovernnental Conference to Adopt a d obal Progranme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities to be held in
Washi ngton, D.C., from 23 Cctober to 3 Novenmber 1995. Such suggestions coul d,
in particular, relate to, or be derived from new or already planned |and-
based activities in fields such as urban devel opnent and pl anni ng, tourism
agriculture, manufacturing industry, aquaculture, harbour operations and
management of river systems, and aimat ways and neans by which the Progranmme
of Action could contribute to the devel opnent of |and-based activities in a
sust ai nabl e manner and support their inplenmentation in accordance with
nationally or regionally agreed environmental planning;

2. Requests the Executive Director to produce the additiona
i nformati on on future funding requirenments and opportunities, and on clearing-
house activities, as was requested by the neeting of CGovernmnent-designated
experts in Reykjavik, and assenbl e, anal yse and process any proposal s
conmuni cated by States or relevant organizations, in particular those
resulting fromfurther regional consultations, and distribute this information
in due time before the forthcom ng I ntergovernnental Conference in
Washi ngton, D.C.;

3. Urges Governments to contribute additional resources to support the
partici pation of devel oping countries in the Intergovernmental Conference in
1995, as well as any necessary intersessional preparatory activities;

4. Requests the Executive Director to take note of the Advisory
Committee on Protection of the Sea Conference on Funding and Institutiona
| ssues for the WAshington Action Programe on Protection of the Marine
Envi ronnent from Land-based Activities, due to take place in Rio de Janeiro in
June 1995, and to relay any recomendations, in particular those that address
the vari ous needs of States and that may facilitate the adoption and
i mpl ement ati on of the G obal Programme of Action, in due tine for information
to the Intergovernmental Conference in Washington, D.C

5. Calls on States participating in the Intergovernnental Conference
i n Washington to consider how, within the G obal Programme of Action,
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appropriate attention could be given to support action at national and

regi onal |evel on urban waste-water nanagenent and treatnment and persistent
organi ¢ pollutants as was requested by the Reykjavik nmeeting of Governnent-
desi gnat ed experts, in accordance with avail able resources and capacities and
taking into account the relevant principles of the Rio Declaration on

Envi ronment and Devel opnent? and the priorities of Agenda 21%;

6. Requests the Executive Director to initiate action to ensure
appropriate |inkages between the el enents of the draft d obal Programme of
Action on persistent organic pollutants and on nmanagenent and treatnment of
urban sewage and similar action being developed in other forunms. Initial
actions related to persistent organic pollutants are contained in
Governi ng Council decision 18/32 of 25 May 1995;

7. Requests the Executive Director

(a) To further, in cooperation with other appropriate agencies,
projects ainmed at the devel opnent of indi genous and basic systens for waste-
wat er managenent, with focus on comrunity-based systens and, where possible,
stimul ate water recycling;

(b) To provide for international know how to assist devel opi ng
countries in addressing in an efficient and effective manner the probl em of
adequat e di sposal and recycling of urban waste-water;

(c) To support activities undertaken by the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlenments (Habitat) in the devel opnent of operating nanuals for
shal | ow sewerage systens, and other relevant human settlenment waste-water
treat ment and nanagenent approaches;

8. Calls on States in a position to do so, and nultilateral financing
institutions, to cooperate actively in new and exi sting regional cooperation
frameworks and to support States participants in such regional franeworks, at
their request, to inplement the provisions of the d obal Programre of Action
at the appropriate national, regional and international |evel and to enhance
the capacity to prevent degradation of the marine environment from | and-based
activities;

9. Requests the Executive Director to nmake arrangenents, in the period
up to the nineteenth session of the Governing Council, to pronpte and
facilitate the inplenmentation of the outcone of the Washington
I nt ergovernment al Conference, in cooperation with all rel evant
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i ntergovernnental organizations;

10. Requests the Executive Director to ensure inmedi ate and high
priority for these activities and to programe adequate funds and staff to
facilitate inplenentation within the avail abl e programme resources for the
rel evant year for activity 7.1.4.(a);

11. Requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Counci
at its nineteenth session on the outcone of the Intergovernnental Conference
to Adopt a d obal Programre of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Envi ronnment from Land- based Activities.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 32. Persistent organic pollutants

The Governi ng Council,

Awar e that persistent organic pollutants pose major and increasing
threats to human health and the environnent,

Noting chapter 17 (Protection of the oceans) of Agenda 21' which
identifies reduction and elimnation of em ssions and di scharges of
or ganohal ogens and ot her persistent organic pollutants as priority action, as
wel | as chapter 19 (Environmentally sound nanagenment of toxic chem cals) and
ot her rel evant conventions, and the precautionary approach as stated in
principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environnment and Devel oprent, *

Recogni zi ng the progress on a programe of action to protect the narine
envi ronnent from degradation by | and-based activities, including persistent
organic pollutants, in the preparation for the Intergovernnmental Conference to
Adopt a d obal Progranme of Action for the Protection of the Mrine
Envi ronnent from Land-based Activities, to be held in Washington, D.C., from
23 Cctober to 3 November 1995

Noti ng ongoi ng regi onal cooperation to assess the risks associated with
persistent organic pollutants, as well as to develop strategies and action to
deal with these substances,

Awar e that nany persistent organic pollutants are transported over |ong
di stances globally by air and sea and therefore exist in neasurable and
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i ncreasing concentrations far fromthe original site of origin

M ndful of the urgent need to inprove scientific understandi ng of
persi stent organic pollutants, their sources, transport, and pathways as well
as their effects on human health, environnent and their socio-econonic effects
as a basis for devel opnent and adoption of effective and realistic response
strategies, policies, and nmeasures at the national, regional and gl oba
| evel s,

1. Invites the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Managenent
of Chemicals, working with the International Programe on Chemical Safety, and
the I ntergovernmental Forum on Chem cal Safety, with the assistance of an
appropriate ad hoc working group, to initiate an expeditious assessnent
process, initially beginning with the short-list of persistent organic
pollutants that is currently being discussed by the United Nations Economic
Conmi ssion for Europe in the context of the Convention on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution, adopted in Geneva on 13 November 1979.° This
process shoul d:

(a) Consolidate existing information available fromthe Internationa
Programme on Chenical Safety, the Econonic Conmi ssion for Europe, and other
rel evant sources on the chemistry and toxicol ogy of the substances concerned
(particularly the inmpact on human, plant, and aninmal health);

(b) Analyse the relevant transport pathways and the origin, transport,
and the deposition of these substances on a gl obal scale;

(c) Examine the sources, benefits, risks and other considerations
rel evant to production and use;

(d) Evaluate the availability, including costs and effectiveness, of
preferabl e substitutes, where applicable;

(e) Assess realistic response strategies, policies and mechani snms for
reduci ng and/ or eliminating em ssions, discharges and | osses of persistent
organi ¢ pol lutants.

% These persistent organic pollutants are: PCBs, dioxins and furans,

aldrin, dieldrin, DDT, endrin, chlordane, hexacl orobenzene, mnirex, toxaphene,
and hept achl or.
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I n undertaking these tasks, the circunstances of devel oping countries and
countries with econonies in transition should be taken into account;

2. Invites, based on the results of this process and the outcone of
t he Washi ngton Conference, the Intergovernnental Forum on Chenical Safety to
devel op recommendati ons and i nformation on international action, including
such information as woul d be needed for a possible decision regarding an
appropriate international |egal mechani smon persistent organic pollutants, to
be consi dered by the Governing Council and the Wrld Health Assenbly no |ater
than in 1997;

3. Requests the Executive Director to support the work of this process
as necessary;

4, Calls on States, the United Nations and its specialized agencies,
i ncl udi ng regi onal econom ¢ organi zati ons, and other rel evant organi zations to
participate actively and provide contributions both for the assessnment process
and for the participation of devel oping countries and countries with econom es
in transition.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/33. International coral reef initiative

The Governi ng Council,

Noting that many of the world' s coral reefs are severely degraded or
destroyed due to human activities,

Recal ling that chapter 17 of Agenda 21' identifies coral reefs, mangroves
and seagrass beds as marine ecosystens of high biological diversity and
production and recommends that they be accorded high priority for
identification and protection

Noting the report of the United Nations Environment Programre-
I nt er gover nment al Oceanogr aphi ¢ Commi ssi on- Associ ati on of South Pacific
Envi ronnental Institutions-Wrld Conservation Union G obal Task Team on the
I mplications of Climate Change on Coral Reefs,®

8 C.R WIlkinson and R W Buddenei er, dobal Cinmate Change and Cora
Reefs: Inplications for People and Reefs. Report of the UNEP-I OC- ASPEI - | UCN
G obal Task Teamon the Inplications of dinmate Change on Coral Reefs (1 UCN

/...
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Al so noting that coral reefs have been designated as the coastal system
chosen as the first to be devel oped within the coastal zone nodul e of the
d obal Ccean nserving System

Recogni zing the initiative of Australia, France, Janumica, Japan, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Sweden, the United Kingdomand the United States to sponsor a
wor kshop to pronmote an international coral reef initiative, to be held in the
Phili ppines from29 May to 2 June 1995,

Noting that the initiative builds upon and reflects the processes
est abl i shed by the Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, which will address
chapter 17 of Agenda 21 in 1996, the United Nati ons Convention
on Biological Diversity, which will address marine biological diversity in
1995, the 1995 intergovernnental neetings on protection of the marine
envi ronnent from | and-based activities, the United Nations Franework
Convention on Oimte Change, ® the 1994 @ obal Conference on the Sustainable
Devel opnent of Small 1sland Devel oping States, the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea,?® and other relevant international programes

1. Wel comes the international coral reef initiative, which is a
partnership of Governments, international organizations (including |ending
institutions), and non-governnental organizations to address capacity-
bui | di ng, research and nonitoring and sustai nabl e managenent and use of cora
reefs and associ ated ecosyst ens;

2. Supports the establishment of a global coral reef nmonitoring
networ k, as proposed as part of the coastal zone and shelf nodul e of the
d obal Ozone nserving System by the United Nations Environnent Progranme, the
Worl d Conservation Union, the |Intergovernmental Qceanographic Conm ssion, the
Wirld Meteorol ogi cal Organi zati on and | nternational Ceosphere-Bi osphere
Programe, within existing resources, to nmonitor the status of reefs and
enhance their managenent;

3. Encour ages the regional programes of United Nations Environnent
Programme, particularly the regional seas programes, to incorporate
recomendati ons of the coral reef initiative workshop, as appropriate, into
rel evant United Nations Environnent Progranme activities and, whenever
appropriate, to translate theminto concrete supporting measures on protection
and conservati on;

G and, Switzerland, 1994).
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4, Encour ages continued participation of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme in the international coral reef initiative, particularly
the international coral reef initiative planning conmttee, regional neetings,
and forthconm ng session at the Commi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opment in 1996.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 34. Support fromthe United Nations Environnent Programre for
smal | island devel oping States and i npl enentation of the
Peugl apmrenbf oAcBhahl of st hedGetbal ofbnfeBeateson t he Sust ai nabl e

The Governi ng Council,

Recal | ing chapter 17 of Agenda 21,' which recognized the particul ar
vul nerabilities, both ecol ogical and economic, of small island devel opi ng
States and the special challenges they face in planning for and inplenmenting
sust ai nabl e devel opnent,

Noti ng the outcone of the d obal Conference on the Sustainable
Devel opnent of Small 1sland Devel oping States, held in Barbados from 26 Apri
to 6 May 1994,°% in particular its Programme of Action,® which called for
action at the international, regional and national |evels,

62 See Report of the dobal Conference on the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of

Smal | |sland Devel opnent States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April - 6 May 1994
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 94.1.8 and corrigendum.

% |bid, chap.l, resolution |, annex ||
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Noting that at its fourth session, the Conm ssion for Sustainable
Devel opnent will consider chapter 17 of Agenda 21, including action taken to
i mpl ement the Bar bados Programre of Action

1. Wel comes the action taken to date by the Executive Director in
response to the Barbados Conference, including the establishnent of a foca
point and a task force within the United Nations Environnent Programme to
coordi nate the Progranmme's activities relevant to the Barbados Progranmme of
Acti on;

2. Urges the Executive Director to ensure that, in inplenenting the
programe of work agreed by the Governing Council at its eighteenth session,
appropriate attention is given to the needs and vul nerabilities of smal
i sl and devel opi ng St at es;

3. Further urges the Executive Director, through the effective use and
i nvol venent of the task force in both programre activities and policy
devel opnent, to encourage an integrated approach within the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme to addressing the issues of relevance to snall island
devel opi ng States.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 35. Lead in gasoline

The Governi ng Council,

Recal i ng the decision of the Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent at
its second session, by which the Conm ssion noted severe health inpacts of
human exposure to | ead, endorsed the ongoing work on that issue in severa
i nternational foruns, and encouraged further efforts to reduce hunman exposure
to lead, ®

Noting with approval the efforts under way anmong countries to reduce

6 E/1994/ 33/ Rev. 1- E/ CN. 17/ 1994/ 20/ Rev. 1, chap.|, para. 1609.
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exposures associated with the use of lead, in particular conmtnments nade by a
nunber of countries to devel op action plans to phase out or reduce the use of
| ead in gasoline,

Noting also that, in order to maxinize effectiveness and benefit to the
environnent, the elinm nation of lead in gasoline should be acconpani ed by the
use of catalytic converters,

Furt her noting the decision adopted on 28 April 1995 by the Conm ssion
on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent at its third session, calling upon all countries to
consider and all interested countries to develop action plans with a viewto
phasi ng out or reducing the use of lead in gasoline, and inviting themto
i nformthe Conmi ssion of their decision and progress as appropriate at its
fourth session,

Noting al so that the Commission in its decision called upon donor
countries and financial institutions to assist developing countries in the
financing and transfer of relevant technol ogies, in accordance with
chapters 33 and 34 of Agenda 21,1

1. Cal | s upon Governments to give full consideration to the costs and
benefits of phasing out lead in gasoline, including risks associated with
i ncreased aronmatic conponents in the absence of catal ytic converters;

2. Urges countries that have al ready begun to phase out the use of
lead in gasoline, as well as appropriate international organizations and
i nternational financial institutions, to assist other countries in their

efforts to achi eve such a phase-out, in accordance with the decision of the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent at its third session, and to pronote the
transfer of technology towards the overall reduction of vehicul ar eni ssions;

3. Invites the Executive Director to participate in these efforts as
appropriate, within avail abl e resources and w thout duplication of effort, as
part of her broader efforts to pronote nore effective approaches to em ssions
cont r ol
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10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 36. Biological diversity

A. Support to the Secretariat of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity

The Governi ng Council,

Noti ng CGeneral Assenbly resolution 49/117 of 19 Decenber 1994 on the
Convention on Biological Diversity,®®

Noti ng decision 1/4 adopted by the first neeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, held in Nassau from
28 Novenber to 9 Decenber 1994, on the selection of a conmpetent internationa
organi zation to carry out the functions of the Secretariat of the
Conventi on, °°

Wl cones the designation of the United Nations Environment Progranme to
carry out the functions of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity and notes that it ensures the latter's autonony to discharge the
functions referred to in article 24 of the Convention

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

B. Biosafety

The Governi ng Council,

Recal | ing the objectives of chapter 16 of Agenda 21! on the pronotion of
environnental Iy sound managenent of biotechnol ogy,

Further recalling the provisions of article 19 of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity® on handling of biotechnol ogy and distribution of its
benefits, in particular paragraph 3, calling on Parties to "consider the need
for and nodalities of a protocol setting out appropriate procedures,

% See the report of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties

to the Convention on Biological Diversity (UNEP/ CBD/ COP/1/7), annex ||
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including, in particular, advance informed agreenent, in the field of the safe
transfer, handling and use of any living nodified organismresulting from

bi ot echnol ogy that may have adverse effect on the consideration and
sust ai nabl e use of bi ol ogical diversity",

Noti ng the decision by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity at its first nmeeting, held in Nassau from 28 Novenber
to 9 Decenber 1994, to consider the need for and nodalities of a protocol on
the safe handling and use of living nodified organisnms resulting from
bi ot echnol ogy that have adverse effects on biodiversity, and ot her
i nternational work on biosafety, °°

Affirming the desirability of the United Nations Environment Programre
contributing to international efforts on biosafety while avoiding duplication
with other international activities currently being undertaken by ot her
organi zations, in particular the work initiated by the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity,

1. Wel comes the United Nations Environnent Programme initiative to
hol d consultations on International Technical Cuidelines for Safety in
Bi ot echnol ogy and Rel ated Capacity-Buil di ng Requirenents;

2. Notes with appreciation that three regi onal expert consultations on
International Technical Guidelines for Safety in Biotechnol ogy and Rel ated
Capaci ty-Bui | di ng Requirenments have so far been held and that further regi ona
consul tations are planned;

3. Supports, taking into account any rel evant decision by the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity at its
second neeting, the holding of a global expert consultation on Internationa
Techni cal Guidelines for Safety in Biotechnol ogy and Rel ated Capacity-Buil di ng
Requirenents at a tinme after the second neeting of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity;

4, Endor ses and supports United Nations Environnment Programre
sponsorship of regional consultations on International Technical Quidelines
for Safety in Biotechnol ogy and Rel ated Capacity-Buil ding Requirenments, noting
the need for such a programe to avoi d prejudgi ng the consideration, initiated

® |bid, decision 1/9, para. 3.
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by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, on
the need for and the nodalities of a protocol on biosafety;

5. Requests the Executive Director to consult closely with the
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity in the inplenentation of
t he present decision and report on progress to the Governing Council at its
ni net eent h sessi on.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 37. Environnental training

A.  Support for the environnental training networks

The Governi ng Council,

Consci ous of the need to strengthen the environnental training network
whi ch has played a major role in consolidating staff training in the
Latin Anerican and Cari bbean region

Recal | i ng paragraph 34.15 of Agenda 21,* adopted by the United Nations
Conference on the Environnent and Devel opnent,

Urges the Executive Director to strengthen the environnental training
networks in each region, with a viewto achieving the inplenentation of
envi ronnental educati on and training.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

B. Integrated environnmental managenent training

The Governi ng Council,

Recal Iing that by decision 17/32 of 21 May 1995, 18 per cent of the
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Envi ronnent Fund was to be reserved for capacity-building to respond to the
wor | dwi de need for hunan resources that are notivated, inforned, educated and
trained in environmental matters,

Recalling also that in the followup to decision 17/32, the 1994-1995
programe of work of the United Nations Environnent Programme had set up a
subprograme on integrated environnental managenment training in order to
strengt hen the capacity of devel oping countries and countries with econonies
in transition to manage natural resources and the environnent on a nore
i ntegrated and sustai nabl e basi s,

Havi ng consi dered the proposed progranme of work for the biennium
1996- 1997, '

Acknowl edgi ng the efforts furnished by several Governnents and
i ndi vi dual universities to develop, with the United Nations Environnent
Programme, a series of training courses in integrated ecosystens nanagenent
and envi ronmental managenment for the benefit of qualified governnent officials
and representatives of the business sector of devel oping countries and
countries with economies in transition

Taking i nto account that the backlog of potential trainees is far from
exhausted and that the result of such training courses is continuous
i mprovenent in the |evel of environnental managenent where it is nmpost needed,

Requests the Executive Director to ensure that such courses, as well as
courses in collaboration with other bilateral and nultilateral organizations,
continue to be organized and that such a subprogramme is duly reflected in the
programe of work for the biennium 1996-1997.

87 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 9.



- 118 -

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 38. Regional representation

A. Role and function of the regional representation
of the United Nations Environnment Programe

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/28 of 21 May 1993, in which it requested the
Executive Director to reviewthe role and function of regional representation
and informthe Council at its eighteenth session about the regiona
representation, regional offices and |liaison offices of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme,

Not i ng paragraph 38.23 of Agenda 21,! in which the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme is called upon to strengthen its regional offices
wi t hout weakening its headquarters,

Havi ng consi dered the report of the Executive Director on review of the
role and function of the regional representation of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme, including a plan of action to enhance the process of
strengt hening the regional and |iaison offices,

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director

2. Reaffirms that the United Nations Environnent Progranme needs a
strong regional presence to inplenment its mandate;

3. Endor ses the nmeasures that the Executive Director is inplenmenting
to strengthen the regional office system

4. Requests the Executive Director to keep under reviewthe
appropriate configuration of regional offices, the relationship between
regi onal and outposted offices of the United Nations Environnent Programe and
future devel opnent of subregional offices as circunstances warrant and
resources becone avail abl e;

88 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 31.
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5. Stresses the need for cooperation and close coordination between
the regi onal offices and the concerned regi onal econom ¢ conmi ssions, and
urges the Executive Director to consider co-locating, wherever possible and
necessary, the regional offices of the United Nations Environment Programe in
t he sane venues as the regional econom ¢ conmi ssions.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

B. Decentralization and strengthening of the regional offices of the
United Nations Environnent Progranme

The Governi ng Council,

Bei ng convinced that the United Nations Conference on Environnent and
Devel opnent, held at Rio de Janeiro in June 1992, began a process that woul d
hel p to achi eve sustai nabl e devel opnent in all countries of the world,

Consi dering that paragraph 38.23 of Agenda 21! establishes that the
regional offices of the United Nations Environment Progranmme shoul d be
st rengt hened wi t hout weakening its headquarters in Nairobi, and recognizing
the overall efficiency of the operations of the headquarters of the
United Nations Environment Programe in Nairobi and particularly the cost and
ef fici ency advant ages,

Recal I i ng Governing Council decisions SS.11/1 of 3 August 1990 and 16/1
of 31 May 1991,

Bei ng al so convinced of the need to adapt the existing structures
connected with regional environnmental cooperation to the challenges presented
by the process begun at R o de Janeiro,

Bearing in nind the decisions of the regional neetings of mnisters of
t he environnent,

Bei ng concerned at the considerable reduction in the budget proposed for
t he bi enni um 1996-1997, which could affect the attainnent of the objectives
est abl i shed,

1. Requests the Executive Director to continue the process of
decentralizing the United Nations Environnent Programre by strengthening the
role and function of its regional offices by granting them greater functiona
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and admi nistrative capacities so as to achieve a greater flexibility in the
annual progranmres;

2. Agrees that the said process should include the followi ng el enents:

(a) The pertinent aspects of Agenda 21 relating to the inportance of
strengt hening the regional role;

(b) Specific aspects of the role, functions and activities of the
United Nations Environnment Programe that coul d be strengthened by nmeans of
regi onal activity;

(c) Evaluation of the specific needs of the various regions;

(d) The climate of cooperation with other multilateral and regi ona
organi zati ons;

3. Requests the Executive Director to ensure that adequate transfers
of resources are nmade available to the regional offices whenever it is planned
that the integrated programme shall be inplenmented mainly through the regions;

4, Takes note of the rel evant decisions adopted at the regiona
m ni sterial neetings;

5. Recommends that at | east once a year the Executive Director should
i nclude in the agenda of the neetings with the Committee of Pernanent
Representatives the subject of strengthening the regional offices, in order to
review the progress made and to exchange informati on and experience concer ni ng
t he i nmpl enentati on of programmes and goals of the regional offices referred
to.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

C. Strengthening of regional coordination

Consi dering that paragraph 38.22 (k) of Agenda 21' calls for regiona
cooperation and support to relevant initiatives and programes for
environnental protection, including a major contributing and coordinating role
in the regional mechanisnms to be played by the United Nations Environnent
Pr ogr amme,

Consi dering that paragraph 38.23 of Agenda 21 establishes that the
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regi onal offices of the United Nations Environment Progranmme shoul d be
st rengt hened wi t hout weakening its headquarters in Nairobi

Bearing in nmind the need to strengthen national environment policies
t hrough coordi nati on between countries and their respective Permanent
Represent ati ves,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of regional ministerial meetings on
environnental matters in determining priorities for the various regions,

Aware of the need to facilitate coordi nati on nmechani sns between the
countries and their Pernmanent Representatives,

CalI's upon the Executive Director, w thin avail able resources:

(a) To encourage the hol ding of annual regional neetings at the
mnisterial level in order to evaluate and design rel evant policies and
strategies to guide the activities of the regional offices;

(b) To hold consultations on an annual basis in Nairobi with the
Per manent Representatives and del egati ons of countries, in order to assess the
progress of the programe.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 39. Regi onal programes

A.  Regional progranme support for Africa

The Governi ng Council,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 47/190 of 22 Decenber 1992, by
whi ch the Assenbly endorsed Agenda 21! and the enphasis it gave to regiona
envi ronnent and devel opnent priority activities as contained in the various
regi onal common positions for the United Nations Conference on Environnent and
Devel opnent,

Reaffirming its decision 17/32 of 21 May 1993, endorsing the integrated
approach to environment and sustai nabl e devel opnent,

Appreciative of the effort nade by the Executive Director in the
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i ntegrated approach contained in the 1996-1997 programe of work and
budget , °’

Al so appreciative of the continued inclusion of the African Mnisterial
Conference on the Environnent anmong the activities of the work programe and
budget

Concerned that the key priorities in the proposed progranme do not
respond adequately to Africa's najor environnental concerns as expressed in
the African Conmon Position on Environnent and Devel opnent subnitted to the
United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent by Africa as
addressed in the priorities of the new programme of the African Mnisteria
Conf erence on the Environnent,

Believing that Africa's contribution to regional and gl obal
sustainability would be minimal if this inadequacy is not addressed,

1. Requests the Executive Director to ensure that in the
i mpl enentati on of the programe enphasis is placed on the foll owi ng areas of
maj or concern to Africa, which are included in the 1996-1997 programre of work
of the United Nations Environment Programe:

(a) Land resources:

(i) Support for the inplenmentation of the United Nations
Convention to Conmbat Desertification in Those Countries
Experi enci ng Serious Drought and/or Desertification
Particularly in Africa,* adopted in Paris on
17 June 1994, particularly the urgent actions for Africa;
and

(ii) Conservation and rehabilitation strategies in conflict
ar eas;

(b) Water resources:

(i) Strengt hening African inland water nanagenent groups and
regi onal technical cooperation networks;

(ii) Recl amati on and rehabilitation of African |akes and
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wet | and ar eas;

(c) Biological resources: pronotion of the inplementation of the
Convention on Biological Diversity® and related programes in
Africa;

(d) Coastal and marine resources:

(i) Updat ed i nventory of coastal and marine resources of four
African regional seas programmes;

(ii) Ratified and inplenmented African regional seas
conventions and protocol s;

(e) Major groups: support to the African preparations for the foll ow
up to the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wnen

(f) G obal and regional servicing and support:

(i) Support to the programmes of the African M nisterial
Conf erence on the Environment and capacity-buil di ng of
its secretariat;

(ii) Strengt hening of the Regional Ofice for Africa;

(iii) Focus on capacity-building, especially greater support
and training for inplenenting post-Ri o national plans,
envi ronnment al nanagenent systens, policies, programes,

i nternational environmental conventions, regiona
agreenments, protocols, treaties and conventions, and new
nati onal |aws/frameworks for environnental protection

(iv) Publ i c awareness, information and participation
programes, including those ainmed at providing tangible
opportunities for working with major groups, especially
women, youth, and |ocal communities in the inplenmentation
of decisions of the Governing Council;

2. Al so requests the Executive Director to inplenent the above
activities within avail abl e resources;
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3. Furt her requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing
Council at its nineteenth session on the inplenentation of the present
deci si on.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

B. Technical cooperation anong African countries for the building
and utilization of capacities and for nobilization of
resources for sustai nable devel opment in Africa

The Governi ng Council,

Cogni zant of the urgent need to pronote environnmental nanagenent and
sust ai nabl e devel opment in the African region

Recogni zi ng that African countries need to develop and fully utilize
internal capacities and fully nobilize resources available in the region as
the driving force in attaining desirable |evels of environnental managenent
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent,

Consci ous of the central position that internal capacity-building and
utilization and resource nobilization would play in environmental managenent
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent, especially when suppl enented by externa
capacities, where necessary,

Awar e of the successes nmade in capacity-building and resource
nobi | i zation through the technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries
mechani sm and desirous to bring sinilar benefits closer home to Africa in the
field of environnental managenent and sustai nabl e devel oprent,

Convi nced of the need for support for technical cooperation anmong
African countries to contribute to the inplementation of Agenda 21' in the
regi on through capacity-building and utilization measures,

Consi dering the position of the Conference of Mnisters of the
United Nations Econom c Conmission for Africa on the subject of technica
cooperation anmong African countries during its twenty-first session, held in
Addi s Ababa in May 1995,

Cogni zant of Africa's disadvantaged role in the global political econony
and hence the need for such initiatives and mechanisnms to help lift Africa and
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pl ace her on the path towards full participation in the global hunman
devel opnent endeavour

1. Urges the Executive Director

(a) To work closely in partnership with the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme to increase and focus support for technical cooperation anong
African countries in the field of environmental mnanagenent and sustai nabl e
devel opnent through appropriate capacity-building and utilization nmeasures and
nmechani snms, and, within avail able resources, to urge the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranme to explore the possibility of opening a special w ndow
for technical cooperation anmong African countries within the framework of the
techni cal cooperation anong devel opi ng countries nmechanismas a starting
poi nt;

(b) To facilitate nmeasures for pronoting technical cooperation anong
African countries and capacity-building and utilization in the field of
envi ronnent al managenent and sustai nabl e devel opnent for the African region;

(c) To collaborate with the United Nations Devel opnent Programme in
seeki ng support for the nobilization of resources fromwi thin the United
Nations system bilateral and nultil ateral agencies, non-government al
organi zations and the private sector to facilitate the devel opnent and
i mpl ement ation of further measures for technical cooperation among African
countri es;

2. Furt her urges:

(a) Oher nenbers of the United Nations system nultilateral and
bi | ateral agencies, international non-governnental organizations and the
private sector to render concrete support to nmeasures to pronote technica
cooperation anmong African countries in the field of environnental managenent
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent ;

(b) African Governnents, |ocal non-governmental organizations,
uni versities and foundations and the | ocal private sector also to support
techni cal cooperation anmong African countries;

3. Requests the Executive Director to urge:

(a) The Economic Conmission for Africa to incorporate environnental
managenent and sustai nabl e devel opnent into its capacity-building and
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utilization initiative for Africa;

(b) The Organization of African Unity and the subregi onal organizations
(Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, Economic Community of West
African States, Econom c Community of Central African States, Arab Maghreb
Uni on, Southern African Devel opnent Comunity, Intergovernnental Authority on
Drought and Devel oprment, Pernmanent Inter-State Conmittee for Drought Contro
in the Sahel) to incorporate nmeasures and nmechani sms for technical cooperation
anong African countries and capacity-building and utilization for Africa into
t he progranmm ng of their resource nmobilization and policy design strategies;

4, Aut hori zes the Executive Director

(a) To request the United Nations Devel opnment Programme to carry out a
conprehensive study of the feasibility, nodalities, approaches, appropriate
neasures and resource requirements for the successful inplenentation of
techni cal cooperation anong African countries and to coll aborate closely with
the United Nations Environment Programe on those aspects of the study
relating to environmental nanagenment and sustai nabl e devel opnent;

(b) To request the United Nations Devel opment Programe to present the
report of the study to the Econom c and Social Council at its 1996 session for
policy debate;

(c) To report to the Governing Council at its nineteenth session on the
results of these efforts as they relate to the field of environmental
managenent and sust ai nabl e devel opment .

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

C. Programmes of the Council of Arab Mnisters Responsible for the
Envi ronment and the regi onal programme for West Asia

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/28 of 21 May 1993 in which it requested the
Executive Director, inter alia, to continue her efforts to link the
i mpl enentati on of the regional programres undertaken by the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme with other international organizations, particularly the
United Nations Devel opment Programe and the regional econom ¢ conmissions, in
a coordi nated manner,
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Recalling also its decision 16/33 of 31 May 1991, in which it requested
the Executive Director, inter alia, to encourage ways and neans of
facilitating the transfer and acquisition of technol ogy by the devel oping
countries in respect of cleaner production and its techniques,

Recal | ing further Agenda 21' adopted by the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, particularly chapter 34 on the transfer of
environnental Iy sound technol ogy, cooperati on and capacity-building, and
chapter 38 on international institutional arrangenments, as well as its
chapter 1, which calls for cooperation and inplenmentation at the regi onal and
subr egi onal |evels,

Noting the possibilities of inproving and activating environnmenta
activities in the Arab region, in general, and in Wst Asia, in particular,
especially in the areas of capacity-building, provision and exchange of
i nformation, inproving public awareness and educati on and conbati ng
desertification and pollution

Expressing its appreciation of the results achi eved by the cooperation
between the United Nations Environment Programre and the Council of Arab
M ni sters Responsible for the Environment,

Recogni zing the role of the Arab League Liaison Ofice in Cairo, in
support of the cooperation between the Council of Arab M nisters Responsible
for the Environment, and the United Nations Environnment Programme and its
regi onal offices,

Requests the Executive Director to support, within available resources,
the goal s and ainms of the Council of Arab Mnisters Responsible for the
Envi ronnent and the Regional Ofice for West Asia, with particular reference
to support for Arab priority project proposals within the franework of Arab
programes for sustainabl e devel opnent approved for inplenentation by the
Council of Arab M nisters Responsible for the Environment and Regional O fice
for West Asia.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

D. North-East Asia Regional Environnent Programe

The Governi ng Council,
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Recalling its decision 17/28 of 21 May 1993, in which it, inter alia,
requested the Executive Director to continue making efforts to link the
i mpl enentati on of the regional programres of the United Nations Environnent
Programme in a coordinated manner with other international organizations,
particularly the United Nations Devel opnent Programre and the regiona
econom ¢ comm ssi ons,

Recalling also its decision 16/33 of 31 May 1991, in which it,
inter alia, called upon the Executive Director to promote the identification
of ways and neans to facilitate access by and transfer of technology to
devel opi ng countries in respect of cleaner production nethods, techni ques and
t echnol ogi es,

Further recalling the Agenda 21 programe of action' as adopted by the
United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent, particularly its
chapter 34 (Transfer of environnentally sound technol ogy, cooperation and
capaci ty-buil ding), and chapter 38 (International institutional arrangenents),
section |, on regional and subregi onal cooperation and inplenmentation,

Noting with appreciation the collaborating work of six CGovernnents of
the North-East Asian subregion, nanely, China, Denocratic People's Republic of
Korea, Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea and Russian Federation, through
senior officials' neetings on environnental cooperation in North-East Asia,
organi zed by the Econonic and Soci al Conmi ssion for Asia and the Pacific,
substantively supported by the Asian Devel opnment Bank and the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranme, and supported technically by the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme and the Worl d Bank,

Taking into account the deliberations of the Econonic and Soci al
Conmi ssion for Asia and the Pacific at its fifty-first session, held from
24 April to 1 May 1995 on, inter alia, the subject of the North-East Asia
Regi onal Environnent Programe,

Requests the Executive Director to support fully, within avail able
resources, the ains and objectives of the North-East Asia Regi onal Environnent
Programme so as to carry out the catalytic and coordinating role of the
United Nations Environnment Programe through its strengthened regional office
in Thailand and also its International Environmental Technol ogy Centre in
Japan, particularly in its work progranme of the biennium 1996-1997,
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inter alia, by:

(a) Technical and financial support to the third neeting on
envi ronnental cooperation in North-East Asia, scheduled to be held in early
1996 in Mongolia; and

(b) Technical support to the priority project proposals unani nously
adopted by the second neeting on environnental cooperation in North-East Asia
for inplenentation.

9th neeting
25 May 1995

E. Action Plan for the Protecti on and Managenent of the Marine and
Coastal Environnent of the South Asian Seas Region

The Governi ng Council,

Noting the provisions of Agenda 21,' in particular its chapter 17, the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,?® and the internationa
efforts towards a G obal Programre of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Envi ronnent from Land-based Activities,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of these provisions for the |arge coasta
popul ations in the South Asian Seas region

Taki ng into account the needs of the peoples in the region, particularly
in the marine and coastal areas of the five naritinme States of the region,
nanel y, Bangl adesh, India, Ml dives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka,

Al so noting that the five above-nmenti oned States have agreed on an
Action Plan and have nade financial commtnents for its inplenmentation,

Calls upon the Executive Director
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(a) To give due attention, within the context of the regional seas
programe of the United Nations Environnent Programe, to the further
devel opnent and inplenmentation of the Action Plan for the Protection and
Managenent of the Marine and Coastal Environnent of the South Asian Seas
Regi on; °°

(b) To provide, within avail abl e resources, adequate finances and staff
tinme for the inplenentation of the Action Plan for the Protection and
Managenment of the Marine and Coastal Environnent of the South Asian
Seas Regi on.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 40. Proposed programre of work: Fund programme activities for
t he bi enni um 1996- 1997

The Governi ng Council,

Recal | i ng paragraph 38.21 of Agenda 21,' adopted by the United Nations
Conf erence on Environnment and Devel oprment, reconfirm ng the mandate of the
United Nations Environment Programmre and requiring that its Governi ng Counci
"“continue to play its role with regard to policy guidance and coordination in
the field of environment, taking into account the devel opment perspective",

Recogni zi ng that the Governing Council in its decision 17/32 of
21 May 1993 noted, inter alia, that the progranme of United Nations
Envi ronnment Programme "will have to be further developed in the future in
order to incorporate changes required by the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent"

Noting al so the views and concerns expressed by nmenber States at the
ei ghteenth session of the Governing Council, inter alia, calling upon the
Executive Director to make the United Nations Environment Programme nore
efficient in its nanagenent of resources and delivery of programes,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on the proposed

% See Final Act of the Meeting of Plenipotentiaries on the Action Plan

for the Protecti on and Managenent of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the
South Asi an Seas Regi on, New Del hi, 24 March 1995
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programme of work for the biennium 1996-1997; °’

1. Approves the integrated programe of work for the biennium
1996- 1997 with the provision that the Executive Director shall ensure, in
i mpl ementing the programe, that all activities, in particular those under
subprogranmes 4.1 and 4.2 are carried out in consultation with the countries
concerned, especially with devel oping countries and countries with economnies
intransition, and in a manner which protects the interests of those
countries. To this end, the Executive Director should adopt a bal anced
approach and take fully into account the concerns expressed:

(a) On the specific focus on trade and macro-econonmic policies in
devel opi ng countries, in the activities |isted under subprogrames 4.1.1.2,
4,2.1.4, 4.1.1.1, 4.1.1.3 and 4.1.1.4; and

(b) On the need, within subprogramme 4.2.2.1, for the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme to focus on helping to nmobilize resources to neet the
envi ronnent al needs of devel opi ng countries.

On other progranme activities, the United Nations Environnent Programre shoul d
further give due consideration to the concerns of the Governing Council as
expressed by its nenbers at its eighteenth session. |In inplenmenting this
programe, the United Nations Environment Programme shoul d cooperate with
Covernments as well as with partners within and outside the United Nations
system while avoiding duplication of effort. The United Nations Environnent
Programe should al so focus on activities in which it enjoys a conparative
advant age;

2. Approves a core appropriation of 90 million dollars for Fund
programe activities in 1996-1997 with an additional supplenentary
appropriation of 15 million dollars if and when funds becone avail abl e;

3. Deci des to apportion the appropriation for Fund programe
activities in the biennium 1996-1997 as in the annex to the present deci sion;

4, Reconfirnms the Executive Director's authority to adjust the
apportionnent for each budget |line by 20 per cent, within the overal

appropriation for Fund programme activities in 1996-1997;

5. Urges Governnments to comit to neet their obligations by
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contributing to the Environnent Fund in tine;

6. Requests the Executive Director to continue nobilizing resources
for the 1996-1997 programre of work;

7. Encourages the Executive Director that, in the inplenentation of
the programme full consideration is given to partnership with rel evant
entities, the involvenent of all sectors of society, and the strengthening of
regi onal delivery.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995
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Annex

Fund programre activities for the biennium 1996-1997

(percentage all ocations)

Fund %
progr anme
activities

Subprogramme elements 1996- 1997
1. SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT AND USE OF NATURAL RESOURCES 39%
1.1 Caring for freshwater, coastal, narine resources 13, 500 15%
1.2 Caring for biological resources 7,200 8%
1.3 Caring for |and resources 8, 100 9%
1.4 Information for decision-making and action pl anning 6, 300 7%
2. SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 11%
2.1 Sust ai nabl e production 7,200 8%
2.2 Reduced environmental inpacts of energy utilization 1, 800 2%
2.3 Environnental |y sustainabl e production and 900 1%
consunption patterns
3. A BETTER ENVIRONMENT FOR HUMAN HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 12%
3.1 Reduced inpacts of toxic chem cals and wastes 5, 400 6%
3.2 Inproved environnental managenent practices in 4,500 5%
ur ban areas
3.3 Environmental change and energencies 900 1%
4. GLOBALIZATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT 8%
4.1 Trade and the environnent 900 1%
4.2 Environnental econom cs 900 1%
4.3 Environnental |aw 3, 600 4%
4.4 Coordination and pronotion of policy-rel evant 1, 800 2%
research
5. GLOBAL AND REGIONAL SERVICING AND SUPPORT 30%
5.1 Environnent assessnent 5, 400 6%
5.2 Support to regional and subregi onal cooperation 9, 000 10%
5.3 Public awareness, education and outreach to 8, 100 9%
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nmaj or groups
5.4 Design and inpl enent a coordi nated system for 4,500 5%
i nternational environmental information exchange:
UNEPNET
Tot al 90, 000 100%

18/ 41. The Environnment Fund

A. Resources of the Environnment Fund

The Governi ng Council,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on the status of the
Envi ronment Fund,

Recalling its decision 17/32 of 21 May 1993 and, in particular, paragraph 5
thereof, by which it reaffirmed that, in confornmity with Agenda 21! and in order
to be able to exercise all the functions assigned to it in Agenda 21, the
United Nations Environnment Programe requires access to greater expertise and
provi si on of adequate financial resources, particularly in accordance with
chapters 33 and 38 of Agenda 21

Recalling with concern occurrences of carry-overs of substantial cash
bal ances from bi enniumto bi enni um

1. Notes with great concern the deterioration of the environnent and
strongly stresses the need for urgent and i nmedi ate action;

2. Notes with appreciation the pledges and contri buti ons made by
Menber States to the Environnment Fund;

3. Notes further with deep concern that pledges and contributions for
1995 have not only fallen short of the target established by the Council, but
may be insufficient to finance the Fund programme of activities approved by the
Counci|l at its seventeenth session;

4, Recogni zes the need to broaden the base of contributions to the
Envi ronnent Fund and calls upon all Governments to contribute to the
Envi ronnment Fund or, where they are already contributing, to increase their
contributions;

5. Urges Governnents to nake their pledges in advance of the year to
which they relate and to pay their contributions early in the year in order for
the secretariat to plan and execute the programre nore effectively and avoid

7 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 14 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and Corr. 1.
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unnecessary carry-over of funds;

6. Requests the Executive Director to undertake a process of negotiating
t he amount and tining of pledges and contributions with Menber States, in order
to reverse the declining trend in contributions to the Environnent Fund and to
enabl e the United Nations Environnent Progranme to inplement fully its
pr ogr ame;

7. Urges the Executive Director, in order to elimnate the practice of
carrying over cash balances from bienniumto biennium to recomend to the
Governing Council, for its approval, a mninumlevel of financial reserve which

woul d ensure both the liquidity of the organization and the continuity of
programe delivery;

8. Aut hori zes the Executive Director, pending receipt of contributions,
to enter in to obligations up to one-half of the total anpbunt of conditiona
government pl edges, "t and of firm pledges from organi zati ons of established
repute;

9. Furt her requests the Executive Director to anal yse the causes of
falling contributions, reconmend solutions and to study ways and neans of
rai sing addi tional financial resources and periodically to informthe Comrittee
of Permanent Representatives of the progress made and report to the Governing
Council at its nineteenth regul ar session.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

B. The Environment Fund: wuse of resources in the bienniuns
1992- 1993 and 1994-1995 and proposed use of projected resources
in the biennium 1996- 1997

The Governi ng Council,

Havi ng consi dered the report of Executive Director on the Environnent Fund
covering the use of resources in the bienniunms 1992-1993 and 1994- 1995 and the
proposed use of projected resources in the biennium 1996-1997,

1. Expresses its appreciation to those Governnments that have contri buted

L "cConditional governnent pledges" shall nean the pledges which are
subj ect to conpletion of the necessary |legislative and adm ni strative
processes of the contributing Governnents.
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or have pledged to contribute to the Fund at a higher level in 1994 and 1995;

2. Reconfirms that, in conformity wth Agenda 21' and in order to be able
to exercise the functions assigned to it, the United Nations Environnent
Programme requires access to greater expertise and provision of adequate
financi al resources;

3. Approves an appropriation of 90 nillion dollars for Fund programre
activities for the biennium 1996-1997 and deci des to apportion this
appropriation between the subprogrames as foll ows:

Subpr ogr amre MIlions of dollars
1. Sust ai nabl e nmanagenent and use of

natural resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.1
2. Sust ai nabl e production and consunption . . . . . 9.9
3. A better environment for human health

and well-being . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.8
4. @ obalization and the environment . . . . . . . 7.2
5. d obal and regional servicing and support . . . 27.0

90.0

4. Al so approves an additional sumof 15 million dollars for Fund

programme activities to be inplenented if and when sufficient resources becone
avai |l abl e;

5. Approves an appropriation of 5 million dollars to the Fund progranmme
reserve for the biennium 1996-1997;

6. Reconfirnms the Executive Director's authority to adjust the
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apportionnent for each budget |line by 20 per cent, within the overal
appropriation for Fund programme activities in 1996-1997;

7. Aut hori zes the Executive Director to enter into forward comm tnents
not exceeding 20 million dollars for Fund programe activities in the biennium
1998- 1999;

8. Requests the Executive Director to prepare for the biennium 1998-1999
two alternative progranmes for Fund activities of 105 million dollars and
130 million dollars respectively;

9. Aut hori zes the Executive Director to increase gradually the |evel of
the financial reserve to 20 million dollars by 1999;

10. Approves the wite-off of 3,963 dollars for 1990 and 19,554 dollars
for 1991 in outstandi ng pl edges;

11. Requests the Executive Director to report to the Comittee of
Per manent Representatives at its regular neetings on matters of progranme
i mpl ement ati on and pl anni ng.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

C. Environment Fund: Financial report and audited accounts for
for the biennium 1992-1993 ended 31 Decenber 1993

The Governi ng Council,

Havi ng considered the Executive Director's report on the Environnent Fund:
financial report and audited accounts for the biennium 1992-1993 ended
31 Decenber 1993,

Noti ng CGeneral Assenbly resolution 49/216 A of 23 Decenber 1994, in which
it accepted the financial reports and audited financial statements and audit
opi nions and reports of the Board of Auditors,’ and approved the

2 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 16.

3 A 49/ 5/ Add. 6.
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recomendat i ons and concl usi ons of the Board of Auditors and the coments
t hereon contained in the report of the Advisory Comittee on Administrative and
Budget ary Questions, ™

1. Takes note of the comments of the Executive Director on the report of
the Board of Auditors on the financial report and audited financial statenments
of the Environnment Fund for the biennium 1992-1993 ended 31 Decenber 1993 and on
t he observations of the Advisory Conmittee on Adninistrative and Budgetary
Questi ons;

2. Requests the Executive Director to provide an information docunment to
the Governing Council at its nineteenth session on neasures she has put in place
in response to the queries raised by the auditors and the views expressed at the
ei ghteenth session of the Council

8th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 42. Programme and programre support costs budget of the Environnent Fund:
revised estimates for the bi enni um 1994- 1995/ Managenent and
adnmi ni strative support costs budget of the Environnment Fund:
proposed budget for the biennium 1996- 1997

The Governi ng Council,

Recal | i ng paragraph 4 of its decision 17/33 of 21 May 1993, by which it
approved an initial appropriation of 41,829,500 dollars for the progranme and
programme support costs budget for the biennium 1994- 1995,

Further recalling its decision 17/41 of 21 May 1993 on the financi al
managenment and structure of the United Nations Environment Progranme, including
presentation of financial information and the budget of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme,

Havi ng consi dered the performance report on the programe and progranme
support costs budget for the biennium 1994-1995 as well as the proposed
management and adm ni strative support costs budget for the biennium 1996-1997,
as set out in the Executive Director's report,’® together with the rel ated

% N 49/ 547.

> UNEP/ GC. 18/ 32 and Corr. 1.
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coments of the Advisory Conmmittee on Adninistrative and Budgetary Questions, "

1. Takes note of the perfornmance report on the programre and progranre
support costs budget for the biennium 1994-1995 and the related report of the
Advi sory Conmittee on Adninistrative and Budgetary Questi ons;

2. Not es that proposed changes in original appropriations for programre
and programme support costs should be linmted solely to non-discretionary cost
i ncreases;

3. Recogni zes the efforts undertaken by the Executive Director to conply
wi th decision 17/41 by revising the budget format of the Progranme but
reiterates the need for clarity and transparency in the presentation of
i nformati on on natters of budget and adninistration

4. Expresses concern at the coments contained in the report of the
Advi sory Conmittee on Adnministrative and Budgetary Questions, notes that the
Advi sory Conmittee has subsequently acknow edged the recei pt of a response from
the Executive Director’” and requests that the further information provided to
the Governing Council in the report of the Executive Director on the
United Nations Office in Nairobi’® and the note by the Executive Director on the
report of the Advisory Committee is transmitted to the Committee;

5. Requests the Executive Director in this context to ensure that the
Advi sory Conmittee receives sufficient and tinely information for its purposes
in future, and asks the Executive Director to address fully the comments
contained in its report;

6. Notes that the Executive Director was able to contain the programme
and programre support costs in 1994 within the linmt established in
paragraph 2 of CGoverning Council decision 12/19 of 28 May 1984 of 33 per cent of
estimated contributions, and that the Executive Director will endeavour to do
i kewi se in 1995;

7 UNEP/ GC. 18/ L. 1.

T UNEP/ GC. 18/ 32/ Add. 2.

8 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 32/ Add. 1.

®  UNEP/ GC. 18/ 32/ FC/ CRP. 2.
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7. Approves a revised appropriation of 41,048,900 dollars for the
programme and programe support costs budget for the biennium 1994-1995, with
the revised distribution by programme and obj ect of expenditure proposed by the
Executive Director;

8. Not es the proposal for a new budget format for a redefined progranmre
and programre support costs budget to be known as the nanagenment and
admi ni strative support costs budget, to take effect on 1 January 1996 in
accordance with the definitions set out by the Executive Director, and
aut horizes its use on an interimbasis for the biennium 1996-1997, subject to
revi ew, any needed adjustnment, and final approval by the Council at its
ni net eent h sessi on;

9. Approves provisionally the staff redepl oynent and upgradi ng
and the creation of the Onbudsman Unit, as proposed by the Executive Director in
her reports on the proposed nanagenent and admi nistrative support costs budget
for the biennium 1996-1997%° and on the United Nations Office in Nairobi, ® on
the condition that there is no overall increase in posts and budgetary
al | ocati ons;

10. Requests the Executive Director to report annually to the nmenbers of
t he Governing Council on the activities of the Onbudsnman, including any conments
of the Ofice of Internal Oversight Services on those activities;

11. Decides to review at its nineteenth session the provisional transfers,
upgrades and changes of personnel, including the position of the Ofice of
Onbudsman, authorized in paragraphs 8 and 9 of the present decision, with a view
to final approval of personnel assignments in the secretariat of the
United Nations Environnment Programe, as part of the reorganized structure for
t he managenent of the Progranme;

12. Approves an appropriation of 41,964,000 dollars for the managenent and
admi ni strative support costs budget for the biennium 1996-1997, with the
expenditure pattern by programme and object of expenditure proposed in those
estimates, as anended by paragraph 8 of decision 18/ 47 of 25 May 1995;

13. Requests the Executive Director to administer the appropriation for
t he managenent and admi ni strative support costs budget for the biennium 1996-
1997 with the utnost econony and restraint, consistent with the effective

8 UNEP/ GC. 18/32 and Corr.1, part three.
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i mpl enentati on of the environment programme, and to nake every effort to reduce
admi ni strative expenditure under this budget, bearing in mnd the reduced
avai l ability of resources;

14. Further requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing
Council at its nineteenth regular session on the inplenmentation of the
managenment and admi ni strative support costs budget during the first year of the
bi enni um 1996- 1997;

15. Agrees that, pending a formal revision of the Financial Rules and
CGeneral Procedures of the Fund, to be undertaken by the Council at its
ni net eenth session, the term "programre and progranmre support costs" in those
Rul es and Procedures shall be understood as referring to nanagenment and
admi ni strative support costs;

16. Reiterates its request to the Executive Director contained in
paragraph 8 of its decision 17/41, to report in witing and consult with the
Conmittee of Permanent Representatives on a quarterly basis on:

(a) The financial situation of the Environnent Fund,

(b) The inplenmentation of activities against budgets;

(c) Information on the staffing against established posts, and posts
establ i shed by projects, trust funds, counterpart and other contributions and
consul tanci es exceedi ng one nonth's duration

(d) Information on all contracts concl uded between the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme and cooperating agenci es, supporting organi zations or

i ndi vi dual s.

8th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 43. Establishnment of a United Nations O fice in Nairob

The Governi ng Council,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolutions 47/212 of 23 Decenber 1992 and
48/ 176 of 21 Decenber 1993,

Noting the Secretary-General's proposal to the General Assenbly on
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the creation of a United Nations O fice in Nairobi with effect from
1 January 1996,

Noting with appreciation the work done so far by both the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenents
(Habitat) in the process leading to the establishnent of the United Nations
O fice in Nairobi,

1. Approves the attachnment of administrative and conference services
staff of the United Nations Environnent Programre to the United Nations Ofice
in Nairobi, as set out in the report of the Executive Director on the subject’®
and the paynent of the cost of their enolunments fromthe nmanagenent and
admi ni strative support costs budget, taking into account:

(a) That the separate identities and equal status of the two organi zations
in accordance with General Assenbly resolutions 47/212 and 48/ 176 shoul d be
mai nt ai ned;

(b) That the Secretary-General explores the possibility of providing the
subsequent budgets for the United Nations Office in Nairobi on a basis
conparable to that used for other United Nations offices based in other
United Nations headquarters;

(c) That, as far as possible, the reduction of staff should be through
redepl oynent and attrition in order to realize the savings projected in the
establishment of the United Nations Ofice in Nairobi;

2. Requests the Executive Director to keep the Conmittee of Pernanent
Representatives inforned of the inplementation of the present decision and to
report to the Governing Council at its nineteenth regular session on the

progress made.

8th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 44. Trust funds

A.  Managenent of trust funds

The Governi ng Council,
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Recalling its decision 17/39 of 21 May 1993 on the managenent of trust
funds,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on the managenent of
trust funds, ®

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director

2. Not es and approves the establishnent of the follow ng trust funds by
the Executive Director, under the General Procedures CGoverning the Operations of
the Fund of the United Nations Environnment Programme, since the seventeenth
session of the Governing Council

(a) General Trust Fund for the Establishnent of the Interim Secretariat of
the Biological Diversity Convention - expiry date 31 Decenber 1996;

(b) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Strengthen the Capacities of
Devel opi ng Countries in the Managenent of Chemicals (financed by the Governnent
of Switzerland) - expiry date 31 Decenber 1995;

(c) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Strengthen the Institutional and
Regul atory Capacity of Devel oping Countries in Africa (financed by the
CGovernment of the Netherlands) - expiry date 30 Septenber 1997;

(d) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Support National Land Degradation
Assessnent and Mapping in Kenya (financed by the Governnent of the Netherlands)
- expiry date 31 May 1995

(e) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist the Inplenentation of
Agenda 21 in Europe and to Strengthen the Pan-European Environnental Cooperation
(financed by the Governnent of the Netherlands) - expiry date 31 Decenber 1998;

(f) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist Devel oping Countries
to Take Action in Accordance with Agenda 21 (financed by the CGovernnent of
Sweden) - expiry date 31 Decenber 1995

(g) General Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity - expiry
date 31 Decemnber 1996

81 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 13 and Corr.1 and 2.
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(h) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist the International
Agricultural Research Centres of the Consultative G oup on I|nternational
Agricultural Research in the Use of Geographic Information Systens in
Agricul tural Research Managenent (financed by the Governnment of Norway) - no
fixed expiry date;

(i) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Support Activities on
Envi ronnental |ssues (financed by the Governnent of Japan) - expiry date
31 Decenber 1995;

(j) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Pronote Managerial |nnovation
and Excell ence (financed by the Governnent of the United States of America) - no
fixed expiry date;

(k) General Trust Fund for the Protection, Management and Devel oprent of
t he Coastal and Marine Environnent and the Resources of the Northwest Pacific
Regi on - expiry date 31 Decenber 1997,

3. Not es and approves the change of nanme of the Technical Cooperation
Trust Fund to Provide Experts to UNEP/GRID (financed by the Governnent of
Denmark) to the Techni cal Cooperation Trust Fund to Provide Experts to UNEP/ GRI D
(financed by the Governnent of the United States of America);

4. Not es and approves the extension of the follow ng trust funds by the
Executive Director:

(a) Trust Fund for the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Moverrent s of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal - up to 31 Decenber 1998;

(b) Trust Fund to Assist Devel oping Countries and Gt her Countries in Need
of Technical Assistance in the Inplenentation of the Basel Convention on the
Control of Transboundary Movenents of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal - up
to 31 Decenber 1998;

(c) Regional Trust Fund for the Inplenentation of the Action Plan for the
Cari bbean Environment Programre - up to 31 Decenber 1997;

(d) Trust Fund for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of WIld Fauna and Flora - up to 31 Decenber 2000;

(e) Regional Trust Fund for the Inplenentation of the Action Plan for the
Protection and Devel opment of the Marine Environnent and Coastal Areas of the
East Asian Seas - up to 31 Decenber 1996;
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(f) Trust Fund for the Convention on Conservation of Mgratory Species of
WIld Aninmals - up to 31 Decenber 1997,

(g) Trust Fund for the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone
Layer - up to 31 March 2000;

(h) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Provide Consultancies to
Devel opi ng Countries (financed by the Governnent of Finland) - up to
31 Decenber 1995

(i) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for UNEP s |nplenmentation of the
Activities Funded by the d obal Environnent Facility - up to 30 June 1997; and

(j) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Pronote Technical Cooperation and
Assi stance in Industrial, Environnmental and Raw Material Managenent (Financed by
t he Governnment of Sweden) - up to 31 Decenber 1997;

5. Approves the extension of the follow ng trust funds by the Executive
Director, subject to United Nations Environment Programre receiving, in the case
of general trust funds, requests to do so fromthe rel evant Governments or
contracting parties or, in the case of technical cooperation trust funds, the
agreenment of the Governnent concerned:

(a) Regional Seas Trust Fund for the Eastern African Region - up to
31 Decenber 1997

(b) Trust Fund for the Environnental Training Network in Latin Anerica and
the Cari bbean - up to 31 Decenber 1997;

(c) Regional Trust Fund for Protection and Devel opnent of the Marine
Envi ronnent and Coastal Areas of Bahrain, Iran, lragq, Kuwait, Oran, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and United Arab Enmirates - up to 31 Decenber 1997

(d) Trust Fund for Protection of the Mediterranean Sea agai nst Pollution -
up to 31 Decenber 1997

(e) Trust Fund for the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer - up to 31 March 2000;

(f) Trust Fund for the Protection and Devel opnent of the Marine
Envi ronnent and Coastal Areas of the West and Central African Region - up to

31 Decenber 1997

(g) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist Devel oping Countries to
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Take Action in Accordance with Agenda 21 (financed by the Governnent of Sweden)
- up to 31 Decenber 1997

(h) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for Activities in Devel oping
Countries on Environmental Awareness and Machi nery (financed by the Governnent
of Germany) - up to 31 Decenber 1997,

(i) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Provide Experts to UNEP/GRI D
(financed by the Governnent of the United States) - not fixed;

(j) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist the |Inplenentation of the
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer in Devel oping
Countries (financed by the Governnent of Sweden) - up to 31 Decenber 1997;

(k) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the Establishnent of the
I nternational Environnental Technology Centre in Japan - not fixed,;

(1) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Devel op and Coordi nate the
| mpl enentation of the Plan for the Survey, Assessment and Dealing with the
Consequences of Environnmental Damage caused by Conflict between Kuwait and Iraq
- up to 31 Decenber 1997

(m Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for Financing of Professiona
Oficers (financed by the Government of the Republic of Korea) - not fixed;

(n) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist Devel oping Countries to
Take Action for the Protection of the Ozone Layer under the Vienna Convention
and the Montreal Protocol (financed by the Governnent of Finland) - up to
31 Decenber 1996

6. Not es and approves the closure of the followi ng trust funds by the
Executive Director:

(a) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Support the C earing-house
Mechani sm t hrough Provi sion of Consultancies on Strategies for Dealing with
Serious Environnental Problens (financed by the Governnent of Norway);

(b) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the Establishnment of a d oba
Resource Informati on Database (GRID) Centre in Arendal (financed by the
CGover nment of Norway);

(c) Technical Assistance Trust Fund for an Integrated Pilot Project on
Envi ronnent al Managenent and Protection of Andean Ecosystens Cajamarca, Peru
(financed by the CGovernnent of Gernany).
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8th neeting
25 May 1995

B. Trust funds (other than convention-supporting trust funds)

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/39 of 21 May 1993 on trust funds admi nistered by
the United Nations Environnment Programe,

Noting that there is a sharp increase in the nunber as well as in the
contributions to the trust funds,

Concerned at the increase in the cost of adm nistering the trust funds by
the United Nations Environnment Programe,

Concerned al so that contributions to the trust funds are not being paid
ahead of the year in which they are required, resulting in tenmporary advances
fromthe Iimted resources of the Environment Fund,

1. Requests the donors to the trust funds to abide strictly by the terns
of the trust funds;

2. Recommends that every effort be nmade to reduce expenditure on the
admi ni stration of trust fund programmes and that, to the extent possible,
expenditure on these programes be net by the funds concerned;

3. Requests the Executive Director to undertake a cost nanagenent study
of expenditure on adnministering trust funds, of resource shortfalls and of
possi bl e ways to overcone such shortfalls, if any, and report thereon to the
CGoverning Council at its nineteenth session

4. Al so requests the Executive Director to keep the Committee of
Per manent Representatives fully informed of the measures taken in this regard.




- 148 -

8th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 45. New devel opnments in conference-servicing

The Governi ng Council,

Bearing in nmind its decisions 17/34, 17/36, 17/37 and 17/ 38 of
21 May 1993, all of which have an inpact on conference-servicing at the
United Nations O fice at Nairobi

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on new devel opnents
i n conference-servi ci ng; #

2. Conmends the Executive Director for the achievenments in renote
translation and the efforts to provide diskettes containing neeting docunents to
del egates attendi ng neetings convened under the auspices of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme;

3. Encour ages the Executive Director to study further technol ogica
i mprovenents in order to provide nodern, cost-efficient conference services at
Nai robi and for neetings el sewhere;

4, Requests the Executive Director to provide adequate comunications
facilities for the use of governnent representatives at the United Nations
Ofice in Nairobi, including conmunications facilities between the Ofice and
the city;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Governnment of the Republic of Kenya
for cooperating with the Executive Director in providing the required
infrastructure to facilitate the technol ogi cal innovations programre for
conference-servicing, in particular in the field of tel ecomunications, and
urges the Governnent to continue such cooperation

6. Requests the Executive Director to keep under review the financia
viability of establishing a teamof interpreters at Nairobi, and, if found
financially advantageous, to establish a teamon a pilot basis and, wherever
possible, to offer interpretation facilities to the United Nations Centre for

82 UNEP/ GC. 18/ 10.
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Human Settlenments (Habitat) and the Econom ¢ Conmission for Africa at cost;

7. Encour ages the Executive Director to continue efforts to cooperate
with other United Nations bodies, in particular the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlenents (Habitat) and the Econom ¢ Conmission for Africa, in the
provi sion of conference services;

8. Endorses the Executive Director's efforts to limt docunents for the
CGoverni ng Council to a maxi mum of four pages;

9. Requests the Executive Director to encourage convention secretariats
admini stered by the United Nations Environnent Programme to follow the sane
practice concerning docunents;

10. Requests the Executive Director to subnit a report on the issues
referred to in the present decision to the Governing Council at its nineteenth

sessi on.

8th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 46. Prevention of waste, fraud and m snmanagenent

The Governi ng Council,

Recogni zi ng the increased i nportance, conplexity and costs of
United Nations systemactivities, including those of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme,

Recogni zi ng al so the inportance of the oversight function to ensure the
hi ghest standards of efficiency, conmpetence and integrity in the cost-effective
i mpl erent ation of the Progranme's activities,

Recogni zing further the inportant role of the Board of Auditors as an
external control nechanismof the United Nations Environnment Programre,

Wl coning the establishment of the Ofice of Internal Oversight Services in
the United Nations Secretariat in July 1994, which has jurisdiction over al
United Nations organs, including the United Nations Environnment Programre,

Desiring that the United Nations Environnent Programe works closely with
the Ofice of Internal Oversight Services to prevent waste, fraud and
nm smanagemnent ,
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1. Requests the Executive Director, in consultation with the Ofice of
Internal Oversight Services, to formulate and enact a specific plan of action
for the United Nations Environnent Progranme which will:

(a) Heighten the awareness of all nmenbers of the staff of the
United Nations Environment Programe concerning the need to conbat waste, fraud

and m snanagenent ;

(b) Establish practical neasures and procedures which will enable themto
do so;

2. Urges that the plan of action include the follow ng neasures:

(a) Formulation of a concise and conprehensi bl e definition of what
constitutes waste, fraud and m smanagenent, and the di ssenmination of this
statement to all levels of the organization

(b) Promotion of uniformreporting procedures so that nmenbers of the
staff, at all levels, nay report suspected violations to a single |oca
aut hority;

(c) Ensuring that briefings on waste, fraud and nmi snmanagenent are included
in both staff orientation and refresher courses;

(d) Ensuring also that information on the range of penalties inposed on
violators, including prosecution in cases of fraud, be w dely di ssem nated;

(e) Local publication of offences uncovered, including the anounts of
noney | ost and recovered, the offices in which violations occurred, and the
di sciplinary and foll owup actions taken by managenent;

3. Recommends that the Executive Director produce and disseninate a
singl e admini strative handbook, tailored to the requirements of the
United Nations Environment Programme, which would contain the aforenmentioned
pl an of action, provide a guide to the numerous admninistrative nanual s
regul ating the United Nations Environnment Programme and hi ghlight those
prescri bed nmet hods and practices which could be nost subject to the abuses of
wast e, fraud and mni smanagenent;

4, Requests that, in the interests of transparency, CGovernnents have
access to:

(a) Information on the status of all audit investigations, wthout
prejudice to confidentiality;
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(b) The results and recomendations of all audit investigations;

(c) The response of the managenent of the United Nations Environnent
Pr ogr amme;

5. Al so requests the Executive Director to inplenent the provisions of
the present decision in consultation with the Conmittee of Permanent
Representatives and to report thereon to the Governing Council at its nineteenth
regul ar session;

6. Furt her requests the Executive Director to subnmit to the
CGoverning Council at its regular sessions the biennial report of the Board of
Auditors to the United Nations Environment Programe as an informati on docunent.

8th neeting
25 May 1995

18/ 47. Mercure satellite tel ecommuni cati ons system

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decision 17/38 of 21 May 1993, by paragraph 7 of which it
approved the Executive Director's proposal to finalize an agreenment with the
participants in the Mercure project,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Director on the Mercure
satellite tel ecommuni cations system %

1. Expresses its gratitude to the donors for the generous contribution to
the initial Mercure configuration that will facilitate access by the
United Nations Environment Programe and its partners to services avail able
t hrough the energing i nformati on hi ghways, as well as allow the United Nations
Envi ronnment Programme better to fulfil its nandate for delivery of environnental
data in a nore tinely, cost-effective and efficient manner

2. Al so expresses its gratitude to the Governnent of the Republic of
Kenya for its willingness to cooperate with the United Nations Environnent
Programme in the installation of this advanced systemwhich will greatly enhance
the tinely exchange of environnental data and information on a worldw de basis;

8  UNEP/ GC. 18/21 and Corr. 1.
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3. Encour ages countries with environnmental data and information assets of
val ue for the nmonitoring and nanagenent of environnental resources to provide
for all countries, particularly devel oping countries, ease of access and
delivery through this initiative of the United Nations Environnent Programe;

4, Encourages the minimzation of operations costs through efficient
managenment by the United Nations Environment Programme and through arrangenments
in host countries that recogni ze the value of this asset without charges for its
utilization;

5. Encourages the further expansion of this initial programme to new
countries and users by seeking additional funding fromother sources potentially
avail able to the Progranme and its integration with conpatible systenms existing
within the United Nations;

6. Requests the Executive Director to ensure that a full review and cost-
benefit analysis of the system and experience gained in its initial operation be
carried out as soon as technically feasible, and that subsequent decisions on
the use and operation of the systemtake fully into account the results of this
assessnent;

7. Further requests the Executive Director to present the results of the
assessment referred to in paragraph 6 of the present decision, and any actions
taken in response to it, to the Governing Council at its session in 1997, or to
present a status report if the assessnment has not been conpleted at that tine;

8. Aut hori zes the Executive Director to finance the costs required to
i mpl ement, nmanage and maintain the Mercure systemin 1996-1997 by charging
700, 000 dollars to the managenent and admi ni strative support costs budget
(communi cati ons) and the remnaining costs, 1,295, 000 dollars, to projects of the
Envi ronnment Fund;

9. Requests the Executive Director to examine, in consultation with the
Conmittee of Permanent Representatives, the possibility that, in subsequent
bi enni uns, the costs for the inplenentati on, managenent and nai ntenance of the
Mercure system shall be covered by and presented under the managenent and
admi ni strative support costs budget and to report thereon to the Governing
Council at its nineteenth session;

10. Decides that the Mercure agreenent should be subnitted to the
General Assenmbly for endorsement in accordance with relevant United Nations

procedures.

8th neeting
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25 May 1995

18/48. Enhancing the utilization of human resources and the | evel of
expertise within the United Nations Environnent Progranme

The Governi ng Council,

Desiring to ensure that hunman resources within the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme are effectively used and redepl oyed to higher-priority
tasks, that duplications of function are elinminated and that the use of each
staff position is periodically nonitored for its maxi num ef fectiveness,

Noting the Executive Director's recent expressions of concern that the
[ evel of expertise within the United Nations Environnent Programme be raised and
enhanced,

1. Wel comes the establishnment by the Executive Director of a conbi ned
management body which reviews on a regular basis the need to fill vacant
positions, the extension of contracts and the redepl oynent of staff;

2. Urges the Executive Director to arrange for the conduct of periodic
human resource audits;

3. Requests the Executive Director to exanine how the | evel of expertise
in the United Nations Environment Programme m ght be further inproved, possibly
by the establishnent of a firmstaff rotational policy while maintaining a small
core of Professional staff;

4, Requests that the Executive Director keep the Committee of Permanent
Representatives infornmed of her efforts and report on the inplementation of the
present decision to the Governing Council at its nineteenth session.

10t h neeting
26 May 1995

18/ 49. Individual and corporate consultancies

The Governi ng Council,

Noting that the United Nations Environment Progranme incurs significant
expendi ture on individual and corporate consultancies,

Noting also with concern the reference to consultancies contained in the
report of the Board of Auditors on the financial report and audited financi al
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statenents of the Environment Fund for the biennium 1992-1993, ended
31 December 1993, ™

Enphasi zi ng that such expenditure is being incurred at a tinme of increasing
pressure on the linted financial resources in the Environment Fund,

Concerned that the award of consultancies should be fully justified,

Recal i ng that consultancies should not be awarded for work that shoul d be
done by the Programre's in-house staff,

Noting that a | arge nunber of consultancies are being awarded to nationals
of only a few countries,

1. Requests the Executive Director to prepare and present to the
Conmittee of Permanent Representatives, on a quarterly basis, a report on
consul tanci es, including, as far as possible, consultancies that the
United Nations Environment Programe plans to award, so that the Conmmittee nmay

express its views;

2. Requests the Executive Director to submit to the Cormittee of
Per manent Representatives a statenent listing the procedures to be followed in:

(a) Ildentifying the need for consultancies;
(b) Sel ecting consultancies;
(c) Assessing that duties have been properly perforned,

3. Requests the Executive Director to ensure that the foll ow ng
principles are taken into account in the selection of the consultancies:

(a) Consultancies should be awarded on the basis of expertise and val ue
for noney;

(b) The nunber of consultancies should be kept to the m ninum and the cost
of each consul tancy shoul d al so be kept to the m ninum

(c) Consultancies should be awarded only after it has been ascertai ned
that no in-house expertise is available for the purpose;

(d) Consultancies should fit in with the work progranme of the
United Nations Environnment Programe;
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(e) Every effort should be nade to select consultants froma variety of
countries, including devel oping countries and countries with economies in
transition, to the extent possible, taking due consideration of geographica
bal ance and gender

(f) Every effort should also be nade to ensure that the nationals of no
one country are awarded a di sproportionate share of the anpunts spent on
consul t anci es;

4, Al so requests the Executive Director to ensure that results of
consul tanci es are evaluated by the United Nations Environnent Programre;

5. Furt her requests the Executive Director to continue to provide the
Conmittee of Permanent Representatives, in accordance with present practice,
with details of consultancies awarded. The Committee may al so be provided with
other information that it may require on consultancies.

8th neeting
25 May 1995

O her deci sion

1. At its 8th plenary nmeeting, on 25 May 1995, the CGoverning Council decided,
in accordance with rules 1, 2 and 4 of its rules of procedure, to hold its
ni neteenth session at Nairobi from 27 January to 7 February 1997.

2. The Council al so decided that the informal consultations anbng heads of
del egations should be held in the afternoon of Sunday, 26 January 1997, the day
bef ore the opening of the session

3. The Council approved the follow ng provisional agenda for the nineteenth
sessi on:

1. Openi ng of the session

2. Organi zati on of the session

(a) Election of officers;

(b) Adoption of the agenda and organization of the work of the
sessi on.

3. Credential s of representatives.



10.

11.
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Pol i cy issues:
(a) State of the environnent;
(b) Emerging policy issues;

(c) Coordination and cooperation wthin and outside the
United Nations, including non-governnental organizations;

(d) Governance of the United Nations Environnment Programre.
Preparations for the 1997 review and apprai sal of Agenda 21.
Programme matters.

The Environnent Fund and adninistrative and other budgetary matters.

Provi si onal agenda, date and place of the twentieth session of the
Counci | .

O her matters.
Adoption of the report.

Cl osure of the session.



