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Intergovernmental Agreement on the 
Environment (Australia), 1992 

SCHEDULE 4 - NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION MEASURES 

General Purpose (objectives) 
(i) that people enjoy the benefit of equivalent protection from air, water 
and soil pollution and from noise, wherever they live; 

(ii) that decisions by business are not distorted and markets are not 
fragmented by variations between jurisdictions in relation to the 
adoption or implementation of major environment protection measures. 

Source: http://www.environment.gov.au/about/esd/publications/igae/index.html 



Standards/guidelines etc 
•  Leaded petrol removed from sale 2002 
•  Surface paint (1997) 0.1 % (1000 mg/kg)  

•  Primer paint (1997)  0.2 % (2000 mg/kg) 

•  SOIL – residential standard – 300 mg/kg 

•  Lead in air – 0.5 µg/m3 averaged over a year 

•  Dust – Australian Standard in houses of 1000 µg/m2 

•  Cosmetic standard – 100 mg/kg if greater must carry the word 
“poison” 

•  Blood lead NHMRC goal – 10 µg/dL 



Mining and smelting 
Australia 

•  Major Australian mining and 
smelting cities:  
•  Broken Hill (NSW) 
•  Mount Isa (Queensland) 
•  Port Pirie (South Australia) 

•  Lead and other environmental 
contaminants – e.g. arsenic, 
cadmium and sulfur dioxide. 

•  In each of these cities there is 
significant historic contamination as 
well as ongoing sources.  



Blood lead levels in Australia: 1990 – 2010 

National blood 
lead study 



Lead cases – Queensland 2010 



Mining, smelting, environmental 
health 

•  Australia’s leading emitter of lead, 
copper, arsenic, cadmium and 
other elements to the 
environment. 

•  Elevated PbB levels -  
•  A child every 9 days in Mount Isa 

is lead poisoned; 

•  Elevated dust and soil levels. 

•  No prosecutions for environmental 
pollution.  

11% >10 µg/dL 

Source: www.health.qld.gov.au/ph/documents/tphn/lead_report_2010.pdf 

~53 % ≥ 5 µg/dL 

Mount Isa blood lead study (2010) 





Port Pirie – blood lead levels in children < 5 
years of age  

Source: SA Health data - http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/51cd28804a5ce70dbf57ff7633bbffe0/TechnicalPaper-
PHCS-SS-2011.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=51cd28804a5ce70dbf57ff7633bbffe0 

28.8 % 

• A child every 2-3 days in Port Pirie presented 
with lead poisoning i.e. >10 µg/dL. 
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Year - 2011  

West Pirie Primary School 

Lead in air – Port Pirie 2011 



Informed by proper advice?!  



Global 
•    Lead Poisoning Awareness Week 

•  WHO’s and UNEP’s Lead Poisoning  Prevention Day of 
Action – ?October 2012, or otherwise ASAP 

Australia 
•    Lower blood lead intervention level 

•    Adjust and improve environmental and consumer product   
lead standards 

LEAD Group goals 
(Lead Education and Abatement Design Group) 


