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Update on Health Focal Area 

Workplan Activities 



Objectives of Health Focal 

Area 
• Provide heath rationale to industry,  government, and other 

stakeholders  to stimulate action and the development of 
legislation to eliminate the lead paints; 

 

• Encourage health care providers/public health practitioners to 
take a leadership role in promoting the elimination of lead in 
paint;  

 

• Build capacity in hazard assessment, lead poisoning prevention, 
blood lead measurement and surveillance, laboratory analysis, 
exposure assessment and exposure reduction by sharing 
information and leveraging  the expertise and experience of 
Alliance members; 

 

• Provide best practices to promote the public awareness of the 
hazard of lead paints. 

 



Rationale – Burden of Disease Estimate 

  
 
 
 
   Clune A, Falk H, Riederer A. Mapping Global Environmental Lead Poisoning in Children. Journal of Health &  
    Pollution . Vol. 1, No. 2 Nov 2011 

  



Update on Activities  

• Contributions from World Health Organization 

 
– In 2010 a web-story on “Ten Chemicals of Public Health Concern”  

http://www.who.int/ipcs/features/chemicals_concern/en/index.html  
drew attention to the importance of preventing lead exposure.   

 

– Information booklet about lead poisoning can be downloaded at 
http://www.who.int/ipcs/features/lead.pdf.   

 

–  “Childhood Lead Poisoning” has been published to inform and 
educate health professionals  
http://www.who.int/entity/ceh/publications/leadguidance.pdf). 

 

– Treatment protocols and advisor for management of outbreaks 

 

– Two leaflets, one on the analysis of lead in blood and the other on 
analysis of lead in paint, have been prepared for WHO member 
countries. 

 

 

 

http://www.who.int/ipcs/features/chemicals_concern/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/ipcs/features/lead.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/ceh/publications/leadguidance.pdf


Activities Update 

• Enlist support/endorsement from key stakeholders 

 
–  Workshop at the International Pediatric Association (IPA) 

Johannesburg  August 2010 

 

–  Updates on health research  on lead poisiong is hosted on 
IPA website http://www.ipa-world.org/page.php?id=329 

 

–  Side event at the OEWG at the ICCM for establishing 
contacts and mechanisms for working together to organize 
the First International Day of Action on Lead Poisoning 

 

– Building links with the International POPs Elimination 
Network and Toxics Link, some non-governmental 
organizations for raising awareness and producing advocacy 
materials  

 

 
 

 

http://www.ipa-world.org/page.php?id=329
http://www.ipa-world.org/page.php?id=329
http://www.ipa-world.org/page.php?id=329


Proposed Activities 

• Continue to enlist support from key 

stakeholders 

 

• Health Campaigns 

 

• Blood lead testing guidelines 

 

• Identify champions to augment 

awareness 



WHO Guidelines for Prevention and 

Management of Lead Poisoning 

• Prevention section will include policy and 

practical interventions 

– e.g. elimination of non-essential uses of lead 

– remediation  

– Blood lead screening  & surveillance 

• Management section will include 

diagnostic methods, use of chelation and 

supportive therapies 

• Estimated completion – late 2013 



WHO Guidelines for Prevention and 

Management of Lead Poisoning 

• Aim to support decision-making and 
implementation of best practice for 
prevention of exposure to lead and 
diagnosis and treatment of lead poisoning 

• Being developed according to WHO 
procedures  
– Systematic evidence reviews to support each 

intervention 

– International guideline development group 
representing different stakeholders 

– International peer review 
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Clearing House 



Activities Update 

• Contributions from USEPA and CDC 

– Guidelines for conducting National Lead 

Poisoning Prevention Day/Week of Action 

 









For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333 

Telephone, 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348 

E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov  Web: www.cdc.gov 

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 

position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
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