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REPORT ON PREVENTION OF LEAD POISONING: THE INTERNA TIONAL 
WEEK OF ACTION 20 TH – 26TH OCTOBER 2013 

Awareness Creation Workshop, KIRDI, Nairobi, Kenya on 23rd October 2013 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The International Week of Action on Prevention of Lead Poisoning (October 20th - 26th 2013) 
is intended to address the lack of awareness about lead poisoning emanating from lead paints. 
The event is a joint voluntary collaborative plan of the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead 
Paint (GAELP) undertaken by United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO). It focuses and catalyzes the efforts of a diverse range of 
stakeholders such as Governments, Clinical and Public Health Professionals, Researchers 
among others to achieve international goals to prevent children’s exposure to lead and 
minimize occupational exposures to lead paint. The GAELP therefore aims at raising 
awareness about lead poisoning by highlighting countries’ and partners' efforts in preventing 
childhood lead poisoning and urge further action to eliminate lead paints. 

The International week of action to prevent lead poisoning culminated in a one day 
Awareness Creation workshop that was held on the 23rd of October 2013 at the Kenya 
Industrial Research and Development Institute (KIRDI), Nairobi. The event co-ordinator was 
Dr. Faridah H. Were who had carried out research work on occupational exposure to lead 
from diverse industrial plants. 

WELCOME REMARKS. 
Dr. Moturi, KIRDI Director gave welcome remarks to all who were present. He was pleased 
to host the event since its deliberations had far reaching impact of creating awareness and 
providing interventions in addressing the problems associated with lead exposure. He told 
stakeholders that the 2013 theme was targeting mainly lead in paint although there are other 
sources of lead that have several applications in the cosmetics, electronics, soldering and 
recycling of lead acid battery industry. Furthermore, there are many serious health problems 
linked to lead exposure such as the neurological that may lead to coma, convulsions and 
deaths. Lead also impairs the intellectual ability of children. He noted that 143,000 people die 
each year due lead poisoning and most of those affected are children and 99% of whom are in 
developing countries. He therefore welcomed efforts towards lead free paint. 
 

FIRST PRESENTATION: DEVELOPMENT AND EVOLUTION OF TH E PAINT 
INDUSTRY. 

The presenter from paint company, Mr. Kamlesh Shah discussed briefly the historical 
perspective of paint. He informed stakeholders that the composition of paint is varied but 
mainly made of four components namely pigments, binders, carriers and additives. He said 
pigments contribute to colour, toughness, texture among other features and when lead is 
added to the pigments, the results are bright and attractive colours. He told participants that in 
Kenya, there are 3 categories of paints namely: premium (first quality), trade (second quality) 
and economy (third quality) grades. With premium grade containing the lowest levels of lead, 
whereas economy having the highest levels of lead. However, there are no regulations and 
policy framework in controlling the paint industry in Kenya. Its mostly professional 
fraternities that have been pushing for the evolution in the paint industry and as a result, some 



companies are voluntary moving away from lead pigment range. He cited several challenges 
towards the migration to lead free paint which include:- 

1. Lack of government subsidies or incentives 
2. Lack of legislations/regulations/policies 
3. High costs of manufacturing paints from organic compounds 
4. Low economic level of the general public that forms the bulky of the market for the 

paint industry 
5. Lack of awareness among the general public 

SECOND PRESENTATION: LEAD EXPOSURE AND RELATED ADVE RSE 
HEALTH 

Dr. Faridah Were, the coordinator of the event presented a power point presentation on lead 
exposure and related health effects with reference to the research that she had conducted in 
diverse industrial plants. She emphasized that lead emanating from paint presented more 
serious human health effects and environmental contamination than other sources of lead due 
to wider applications. Lead from paint gets into the environment as a result of the following 
activities: formulation of paint using leaded raw materials, flaking or peeling of lead paint 
surfaces, renovations, and demolitions, dumping of lead paint waste containers into the 
drainage system, recycling of lead painted containers and welding lead painted metals. She 
informed participants that it is difficult to diagnosis lead poisoning cases, and symptoms of 
lead poisoning are not apparent. She stated that the most vulnerable groups are pregnant 
women and children under 6 years of age who exhibit speech delay, hyperactivity, learning 
disabilities and behavioural disorders among other symptoms.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Dr. Faridah Were recommended the following:- 
1. Policy and decision makers should have long-term solution in eliminating lead 

exposure through legislations/regulations/policies. 
2. Enforcement of regulations/policies on lead paint 
3. The general public should be sensitized about the adverse health effects associated 

with lead in paint. 
 

THIRD PRESENTATION: DIAGNOSTIC CLINICAL – TRENDS AN D 
PREVALENCE OF LEAD POISONING IN KENYA 

Dr. Tom Menge, from Kenyatta National Hospital gave statistical trends of poisoning in 
Kenya which showed that cases of poisoning are on the increase in the country. Major cases 
that have been reported include: afflatoxins, pesticides, lead and illicit brew. He said although 
lead poisoning is prevalent in urban areas due to construction and dumping activities the 
diagnostic mechanism is relatively low in the country 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Dr. Menge recommended the following:- 

1. Enactment and enforcement of strong legislations. 
2. Removal of laxity in government organizations and individuals. 
3. Awareness creation on lead poisoning. 



FIRST PLENARY SESSION 
After the presentations, participants were interested in knowing the following:- 

1. What is the duration of wet paint on the surface before it flakes 
2. How long does anti-bacterial property in paint last? 
3. Are there physical signs to differentiate between leaded and unleaded paints? 
4. Where information on lead poisoning can be obtained. 
5. Whether labeling of paints to show lead content can be done. 
6. Which brand of paint is long lasting 
7. Which forms or compound of lead are poisonous 
8. Which levels of exposure to lead are harmful 
9. In Kenya we do not manufacturer lead pigments why should the manufacturers of 

these pigments be held responsible 

THE PRESENTERS GAVE THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS:- 

1. Drying and flaking depends on the prevailing weather conditions and composition 
of the paint. 

2. Anti-bacterial property are found in the paint film hence durability of this property 
depends on the nature of the paint 

3. It is difficult to physically differentiate between leaded paint and unleaded since 
the concentration of lead may vary 

4. Information on lead poisoning can be obtained from KIRDI and GAELP Websites 
5. Labeling of paints to show lead content is possible although currently there is no 

regulations in Kenya to enforce it 
6. Premium brand is a long lasting paint 
7. All forms of lead, including elemental or compounds, are hazardous and the 

higher the concentrations of lead content the higher the toxicity.  
8. However, it should be noted that there is no concentration that is safe as lead bio-

accumulate in the body system. It also persistent in the environment. 
 

 
FOURTH PRESENTATION: TRENDS IN TECHNOLOGIES FOR PRO DUCTION 
AND APPLICATION OF PAINTS  
The presenter from paint company, Mr. Santosh Pawar began by discussing the type of paints 
used in the olden days that included oil based paints, casein/milk paints, distempers and 
lime/white wash. However, with the introduction of some regulations, people are voluntary 
moving away from organic based paints to water based paints. He informed the participants 
that paint formulation and technology has improved over time due to sustainability and cost 
efficiency issues. Nonmaterial’s are being used in paints to avoid corrosion, scratch and to 
enhance mechanical and optical properties of colour. He stressed that lead pigments are used 
because they are highly opaque, mesmeric, has high hiding power and are relatively 
inexpensive.  
 
Paints are classified according to the proposed functions as follows: 

1. Architectural coating 
2. Industrial coating 
3. Automotive paints 
4. OEM paints. 
5. Special purpose coating. 

 



RECOMMENDATION: 
The presenter recommended the following:- 

1. Incorporation of lead free inorganic pigments 
2. Use of opaque types of organic pigments 
3. Use of clean basic organic pigments 

 
FIFTH PRESENTATION: LEAD IN ENAMEL DECORATIVE PAINT S – 
NATIONAL PAINT TESTING RESULTS  
UNEP, Mr. Juan Fernando said it was established that 10 – 12% of lead is used in paints and 
red, orange and yellow have more lead pigments concentration while white have the least. 
The most affected were therefore workers, children and pregnant women. The lead enamel-
decorative paints National testing report is available and can be accessed on the UNEP 
website. He also informed participants that UNEP was working on some regulations to be 
adopted globally. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
The following recommendations were made:- 

1. Awareness creation on the problems associate with lead. 
2. Voluntary labeling of paints in terms of concentration of lead 

 
SECOND PLENARY SESSION 
After the above presentations, participants wanted to know the following:- 

1. What happens to effluent in paint manufacturing industries before it’s released to the 
environment. 

2. Whether the paint company has training programs for the workers and painters 
3. How workers in the automotive industry can also be assisted in terms of exposure 

 
The presenters gave the following answers:- 

1. Little effluent gets to the environment as there is recycling and reusing in the industry 
although recycling should be carried in the environmentally friendly way. 

2. Some efforts are being put forward on the training program of workers although 
panning and allocation of resources is necessary 

3. Workers in the automotive industry can be assisted through awareness creation 
program and technical support. 
 

SEVENTH PRESENTATION; POLICY AND REGULATORY FRAMEWO RK FOR 
LEAD IN KENYA 

Dr. Issak Elmi, National Environment Management Authority (NEMA): gave a history of 
environmental management which began in the Scandinavian countries as village 
organizations and metamorphosised into community based organizations, non-governmental 
organizations and, later, political parties. Today, there are national and global organizations 
championing environmental management. He informed participants that NEMA has 
developed air quality and chemical regulations which are waiting signing by the cabinet 
secretary in charge of environment. This will assist in regulating lead and other heavy metals 
in the country. 

 

 



RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Dr. Elmi recommended the following:- 

1. Intensive awareness promotions on lead across all the 47 counties 
2. Targeting of the media as a means of awareness creation 
3. All proposed developments to undergo environmental impact assessment with 

emphasis on the use of lead free paint 

EIGHTH PRESENTATION: AIRBORNE LEAD CONCENTRATIONS I N URBAN 
AREAS IN KENYA 

Dr. G.A Wafula, from the University of Nairobi informed participants that airborne lead 
concentrations in urban areas are above the WHO and NEMA recommended guidelines. The 
concentrations were higher in highways and industrial areas. It is worth noting that leaded 
gasoline was phased out in Kenya and hence the highway should have relatively low 
concentrations of airborne lead. He therefore attributed the high concentrations of lead in 
urban areas and highway to many activities such as constructions and demolitions of building, 
illegal dumping and burning of lead containing wastes.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Dr. Wafula recommended the following:- 

1. Avoid illegal dumping and burning of waste. 
2. Minimize industrial exposures by manufacturing lead free paint 
3. Application of lead free paints 

THIRD PLENARY SESSION 

After the above presentations, participants wanted to know the following:- 

WAY FORWARD 
The following were agreed upon:- 

1. Manufacturers of leaded pigments should provide alternatives that is affordable and 
effective 

2. Paint manufacturers to start  migrating from lead paint to lead free paints and label 
their paint products 

3. Intensification of awareness on lead poisoning to the general public. 
4. Formulation and enforcement of regulations on paints. 
5. Every individual to take responsibility in environmental management of lead paint 
6. Avoidance of cheap paints as they are expensive in the long run 
7. KIRDI to take a leading role in spearheading environmental research and related 

workshops in the country 
 

VOTE OF THANKS 

The master of ceremony, Mr. Nyaga, thanked the Director, Event Coordinator, Dr Faridah H. 
Were, Sponsors, Partners, Facilitators, Stakeholders and all participants for making the event 
a success. 

 



UNIDO`s Submission 

Dear Staff of the GAELP Secretariat: 
 
UNIDO thanks the Secretariat of the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (GAELP) for 
its recognition of UNIDO as a new contributor and is pleased to provide information about its 
progress related to the goals of the Alliance.  
 
The organization is working toward developing projects that will address, among other goals, 
select “additional actions for 2014 – 2020” as stated in Annex I, paragraph 16 of the GAELP 
Business Plan, with a particular focus on the following: 

 
(a) Promoting the establishment of appropriate national regulatory frameworks to stop the 

manufacture, import, export, sale and use of lead paints and products coated with lead 
paints; 

(b) Promoting third-party certification of no added lead in new paint products, especially 
in countries which may face challenges with the comprehensive enforcement of 
national regulatory frameworks to stop the manufacture, import, export, sale and use 
of lead paints and products coated with lead paints; and 

(c) Identifying the information that small and medium-size paint manufacturers may need 
to cost-effectively reformulate their paint products to eliminate the use of added lead 
compounds, and establishing mechanisms to provide them with such information as 
needed. 

 
UNIDO plans to focus on China and select countries to be determined in South America. The 
projects are in the development stage and UNIDO welcomes information exchange through 
the GAELP to maximize synergies and lessons learned between projects being conducted by 
GAELP contributors. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Igor Volodin or Heinz Leuenberger should you have any 
questions about the above. 

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Angela Bandemehr 
Expert on Mission to UNIDO 
 
On behalf of 
 
Igor Volodin 
Unit Chief, Water Management Unit 
Environmental Management Branch 
Programme Development and Technical Cooperation Division 
UNIDO 
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This report presents new data on the lead content of household paints for sale on 
the Indian market. This is the fourth time that the paints have been analyzed to 
determine their lead content in India. Toxics Link conducted previous studies in 
2007, 2009 and 2011, which included a total of 104 samples of paints including 
62 enamel and 42 latex. The objective of the study carried out in year 2007 was to 
determine the total concentration of lead (Pb) in decorative paints of all types viz., 
plastic (water based or latex) and enamel (oil based) intended for residential uses. 
The objective of the study carried out in 2009 was to determine the total lead (Pb) 
concentration in new decorative paints available in various developing countries 
in the world in order to know the amount of lead being used in developing 
countries. In this study the paint samples were collected from 10 countries other 
than India. The objective of the study carried out in 2011 was to test the 
hypothesis that decorative household paints available in South Asia had varied 
levels of lead content across identical brands in different countries. In this study 
some common paint brands samples were collected from India, Bangladesh and 
Nepal. 
 
 
This current report presents detailed findings from this most recent round of 
analysing household paints for lead content and compares these results with 
results from previous studies. We also review national policy frameworks that are 
in place to ban or restrict the national manufacture, import, sale and use of leaded 
household paints and discuss how changes in lead levels in paints that may have 
resulted from changes in that regulatory framework since the last study. The 
report also presents background information on why the use of household paints 
with high lead content is a source of serious concern, especially to children’s 
health and it proposes recommendations for taking action to protect children and 
others from lead in paint. 
 
The report is prepared by Toxics Link (The Just Environment Charitable Trust) 
with the support and assistance from the Asian Lead Paint Elimination Project. 
The Asian Lead Paint Elimination Project has been established to eliminate lead 
in paint and raise widespread awareness among business entrepreneurs and 



consumers about the adverse human health impacts of lead-based decorative 
paints, particularly on the health of children under six years old. 
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The Asian Lead Paint Elimination Project is being implemented by IPEN over a 
period of three years in seven countries (Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Thailand) with funding from the European Union 
(EU) totaling 1.4 million. While this publication has been produced with the 
assistance of the European Union, the contents of the publication are the sole 
responsibility of Toxics Link together with IPEN, and can in no way be taken to 
reflect the views of the European Union. In addition, this document was produced 
with financial contributions from the Swedish Environment Protection Agency, 
Swedish public development co-operation aid through the Swedish Society for 
Nature Conservation, SSNC. The views herein shall not necessarily be taken to 
reflect the official opinion of any of these donors, including SSNC or its donors. 
 
 
Ravi Agarwal  
Director, Toxics Link 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXECUTIVE  
SUMMARY 
 
 
 
In November 2012 to February 2013, Toxics Link purchased 250 cans of oil-
based (enamel) house paints from stores in and around Delhi, Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat and West Bengal and 
sent samples of the paints to be analyzed for lead content by a laboratory in Italy 
accredited by ACCREDIA – the Italian Accreditation System. The lab 
participates in the Environmental Lead Proficiency Analytical Testing (ELPAT) 
proficiency testing program operated by the American Industrial Hygiene 
Association under a system created by the US Environmental Protection Agency. 
Paints from 147 paint brands were analyzed. The results were compared with 
previous studies of lead levels in enamel household paints conducted in 
2007(published as a peer-reviewed study in 2008), 2009 and 2011 by Toxics 
Link, as well as two other peer-reviewed studies published in 2006 and 2009. 
 
SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF ENAMEL PAINT LEAD LEVELS IN 
INDIA  
 

Year 
No. of 
paints 

% paints with 
lead 

% paints with 
lead 

% paints with 
lead Highest level 

 analyzed 
levels over 90 
ppm 

levels over 600 
ppm 

levels over 10,000 
ppm 

detected 
(ppm) 

2013 250 90 83 44 1,60,000 
      
2011 091 22 22 22 34,700 
2009 222 36 36 36 49,600 
2009 723 88 82 47 2,17,000 
2007 314 84 84 84 1,40,000 
2006 175 100 100 59 1,87,000 

 
Comparison of results from paint analyzes performed in 2013, 2011, 2009, 2007 
and 2006. 
 
1 Double Standard: InvesƟgaƟng Lead (Pb) Content in Leading Enamel Paint 

Brands in South Asia (2011), Toxics Link, New Delhi (India).  



2 Global Study: Lead in New DecoraƟve Paints (2009), Toxics Link-IPEN. 
(hƩp://www.ipen.org/ipenweb/documents/ 
work%20documents/global_paintstudy.pdf   

3 Clark C. S., Rampal K. G., Thuppil V., Roda S. M., Succop P., Menrath M., 
Chen C. K., Adebamowo E. O., Agbede O. A., Sridhar M. C., Adebamowo C. 
A., Zakaria Y., El-SaŌy A., Shinde R. J., Jiefei Yu. Lead levels in new 
enamel household paints from Asia, Africa and South America (2009), 
Environmental Research. 109: 930-936.   

4 A Brush with Toxics: An InvesƟgaƟon on Lead in Household Paints in 
India, (2007) Toxics Link, New Delhi, (India). (Later published as Kumar A 
and GoƩesfeld P (2008) Lead Content in Household Paint in India, Science 
of the Total Environment 407:333-337).   

5 Clark, C. S., K. G. Rampal, V. Thuppil, C. K. Chen, R Clark, S. Roda. The 
lead content of currently available new residen-Ɵal paint in several Asian 
countries (2006) Environmental Research. 102, 9-12.   

x
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Major paint manufacturers consistently added lead to decorative paints till 2007, 
with only one paint manufacturer claiming it produced paints without adding lead. 
Today all major paint manufacturers are slowly phasing out lead (not adding) 
from decorative paints. This phase out of lead in paint by India’s market leaders is 
an indicator of the impact of Toxic Link’s (www.toxicslink.org) lead in paint 
campaign which began in 2006. Toxics Link’s earliest research on this issue in 
2007 reported 1,40,000 parts per million (ppm) of lead as highest value detected 
in Indian decorative paint. The study in 2009 reported 49,600 ppm of lead as 
highest value and another study in 2011 also showed 34,700 ppm of lead as 
highest value. However in each study conducted during 2007 to 2013, gradual 
reduction of lead levels has been observed in the paints produced by major 
manufacturers. 
 
Dangerous levels of lead were mainly found in household decorative paints 
manufactured by the small and medium-size enterprises (SMEs). This suggests 
that paint already used in children´s environments constitute a route of exposure 
of lead to the young and most vulnerable population. The extent of lead use by 
SMEs is largely unknown, but this study indicates that many SMEs are adding 
high amounts of lead in their enamel decorative paints. 
 
 
Study Results 
 
A total of 250 cans of new enamel decorative paint from 147 brands were 
purchased in India and analyzed for total lead content. The sample results are 
expressed as parts per million (ppm), based on the dry weight of the digested 
sample. 
 
The average lead concentration of all analyzed paints was found to be 22,800 
ppm. Very high lead concentrations above 10,000 ppm were found in 111 of the 
250 paints analyzed; 96 of the paints had concentrations between 10,000 and 600 
ppm, and 17 of the paints had concentrations between 600 and 90 ppm. None of 
these paints would qualify for sale on the international market. The remaining 26 
paints had low (below 90 ppm) lead concentrations. The highest concentration 
detected was 1,60,000 ppm. The highest concentration was observed in yellow 



colored paint sample. 
 
Lead Concentration by Brand - Lead was detected between 12 and 1,60,000 
ppm in 246 paints from 144 brands. Overall, the paint produced by SMEs had 

very high lead concentrations in their paints. A total of 111 paints from 103 
brands contained dangerously high lead levels above 10,000 ppm. 
 
Only 16 paints from 13 brands produced by SMEs and 10 paints from 5 brands 
produced by major paint manufacturers were found to contain lead at levels less 
than 90 ppm. Four paints from three major paint brands contained lead below 
detection. 
 
Fourteen paint cans were labeled with “no added lead.” All of these paints 
contained lead levels less than 90 ppm, except for one black Japan colored 
sample. This was produced by a manufacturer from SME sector, and was labeled 
lead free paint but found to contain lead at a concentration of 560 ppm. 
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Lead Concentration by Color - The majority of paints from all collected colors 
contained lead concentrations above 90 ppm; 102 out of 109 paints of yellow 
color (94%), 105 out of 121 paints of white color (87%), 8 of 10 paints of dark 
colors (black, brown and grey) (80%) and 9 of 10 paints of other bright colors 
(green, blue and red) (90%). 
 
 
Conclusions 
 
Paints with high lead content continue to be widely sold in India 
 
The lead levels in the paints included in the present study varied from below 8 
ppm to 1,60,000 ppm with an average concentration of 22,800 ppm. Out of 250 
samples only 26 (10%) paints were found with lead concentrations of less than 90 
ppm 
 
Ninety percent of all paints included in the study contained lead concentrations 
above 90 ppm, which is the proposed draft Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 
standards for enamel, interior paints and internationally considered an acceptable 
level of lead. 
 
Paint companies with the largest market share are producing paints with low lead 
levels 
 
The paint industry in India can be broadly segmented into major paint 
manufacturers and micro, small and medium enterprises. Major paint 
manufacturers comprise almost 64% of the market share of paint in India. The 
lead concentration in paints produced by the 5 major paint manufacturers (Asian 
Paint, Kansai Nerolac, Berger Paints, ICI /Akzo Nobel and Shalimar) included in 
this study all were less than 90 ppm (ranging from <8 – 32 ppm) in both yellow 
and white colored paints. Hence, their claim that their paints contain no added 
lead was found to be satisfactory. When compared to earlier studies, these results 
indicate a reduction of lead levels in the paint produced by major manufacturers. 
 
 
Some of the smaller sector paint manufacturers produce low lead paint, indicating 
that the technology exists to make a shift to low lead products in this sector. 



 
Paints from 13 brands in the small sector were found to have lead level less than 
90 ppm (ranging from 12 – 77 ppm). This indicates that some of the small sector 
manufacturers are also aware about the hazards of lead in paint, and have the 
technology to produce paint without using lead compounds. 
 
Brightly colored paints have the highest concentrations of lead 
 
Yellow colored paints were found to contain higher amount of lead than white 
and other colors. These patterns of concentration by color are similar to those 
found in other countries. 
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Recommendations 
 
At the National Level (to the government)  
• Create and enforce national standards for lead in paint  
 
• Monitor in order to achieve stricter compliance with national standards  
 
• Create an infrastructure for blood lead level testing  
 
• Create greater consumer awareness of the health and environmental hazards of 

lead in paint  
 
• Establish a mandatory public procurement process to procure lead safe paint  
 
At the consumers level (to consumers)  
• Purchase lead safe paint from the market  
 
• Be especially aware of paint contents when choosing the paint for children’s 

rooms  
 
At the scientific, environmental and health association’s level  
• Share this study/data on lead levels in paints in public forums  
 
• Arrange public awareness programme or campaigns  
 
• Recommend blood lead level tests when appropriate and caution how to 

reduce and prevent exposure  
 
• Set guidelines for painters when repainting or restoring surface painted with 

lead paint  
 
Recommendations to paint manufacturers, vendors, and large purchasers  
• Produce paint without using lead compounds  
 
• Become part of a third-party lead certification process  
 
• Include uniform logos (lead-safe or unleaded paint) on products and set 

guidelines for safe use of home decorative or industrial and commercial paints  
 
• Produce informational material highlighting the guidelines for safe use, lead 

hazards and cautions  

 
• Post information about lead in paint in shops where paint is being sold.  



1  
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND  
TO THE LEAD PAINT ISSUE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lead is a toxic metal, which can be found in paints when a paint manufacturer 
intentionally adds one or more lead compounds to the paint for some purpose. The 
lead compounds most commonly added to paint are pigments that give the paint 
its color. Lead compounds commonly used as paint pigments include: lead 
chromates, lead oxides, lead molybdates, and lead sulfates. These are added to 
produce bright colors such as yellow, red and green. Lead compounds may also 
be added to paint to serve as drying agents and catalysts in oil-based paints. These 
make the paint dry faster and more evenly. Lead-based corrosion resistance agents 
are sometimes added to paints that are used on metal surfaces in order to inhibit 
rust and corrosion. The most common of these is lead tetroxide, sometimes called 
red lead or minimum. 
 
Good, cost-effective substitutes for all the lead compounds that are used in 
making household paints have been widely available since the 1980’s and before. 
Any paint manufacturer that currently produces household paints with added lead 
compounds could easily reformulate its paints using these substitutes with very 
little (if any) impact on the characteristics of the paints they produce or on the 
price. There is no good reason for a paint manufacturer to continue producing 
paints with added lead compounds, especially since the childhood health hazards 
associated with lead paint are very serious and well-documented. 
 
When a paint manufacturer does not intentionally add lead compounds in the 
formulation of its paints, the lead content of the paint will be very low – almost 
always less than 90 parts per million (ppm) (total lead, dry weight). If a paint 
manufacturer is careful in selecting ingredients that do not contain lead as a 
contaminant, the lead content of the paint will often be as low as 10 parts per 
million or less. 

 



 



INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND TO 
THE LEAD PAINT ISSUE 

 
 
Children are more biologically susceptible to lead than adults for several reasons 
including: 
 
• A child’s brain undergoes very rapid growth, development and differentiation 

and lead interferes with this process. Brain damage caused by chronic, low-
level exposure to lead during early years is irreversible and untreatable.  

 
• Exposure to lead early in life can re-program genes, which can lead to altered 

gene expression and an associated increased risk of disease later in life.  
 
• Gastrointestinal absorption of lead is enhanced in childhood. Up to 50 percent 

of ingested lead is absorbed by children, as compared with 10 percent in 
adults. (Pregnant women may also absorb more ingested lead than other 
adults). In those children who suffer from nutritional deficiencies, ingested 
lead is absorbed at an even more increased rate.  

 
Evidence of reduced intelligence caused by childhood exposure to lead has led the 
World Health Organization to list “lead caused mental retardation” as a 
recognized disease. WHO also lists it as one of the top ten diseases whose health 
burden among children is due to modifiable environmental factors8. Recently 
WHO identified lead as “one of ten chemicals of major public health concern and 
lead requires action by Member States in order to protect the health of workers, 
children and women of reproductive age.”9 
 
In recent years, medical researchers have been documenting significant health 
impacts on children from lower and lower lead exposures.10 In response, the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other authorities have 
concluded that there is no known acceptable lead exposure level for children.11 

 
International Context 
 
The use of lead in household paints is a matter of global concern. At an 
International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM) held in 2009, lead 
paints were identified by consensus to be international priority issues of concern. 
Representatives of the Government of India participated in this conference and 
accepted the decisions. 
 



In response to the ICCM decision, the United Nations Environmental Programme 
(UNEP) and the World Health Organization (WHO) jointly initiated a global 
partnership to eliminate the use of lead compounds in paints in order to protect 
public health and the environment. This partnership 
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is called the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (GAELP), and it´s overall 
goal is to prevent children’s exposure to lead via paints containing lead and to 
minimize occupational exposures to lead in paint. GAELP’s broad objective is to 
phase out the manufacture and sale of paints containing lead and, eventually, to 
eliminate the risks from such paint 
 
In the third meeting of ICCM held in Nairobi in 2012, a strategy was developed 
for global plan of action to phase out lead in paints. The Conference agreed by 
consensus to call upon governments, civil society organizations, and the private 
sector to contribute to GAELP in various ways including by: 

 
• Raising awareness about the toxicity to human health from lead in paint 

including for young children, paint users, and the workers in paint production 
facilities;  

 
• Filling information gaps by analyzing paints for their lead content in countries 

where little or no data is available;  
 
• Promoting national regulatory frameworks, as appropriate, to stop the 

manufacture, import, export, sale and use of lead paints and products coated 
with lead paints;  

 
• Encouraging paint manufacturing companies to substitute lead compounds 

added to paint with safer alternatives; and  
 
• Establishing prevention programs to reduce exposure in and around housing, 

childcare facilities, schools and other buildings where lead paint has been used 
in the past.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2  
INDIAN FRAMEWORK  
FOR ELIMINATING LEAD PAINT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most highly industrial countries enacted laws, regulations or mandatory standards 
to protect the health of their people in the 1970’s and 1980’s. These laws 
generally prohibit the manufacture, import, sale or use of lead paint for interiors 
or exteriors of homes, schools and commercial buildings. In recent years, these 
regulations have become increasingly stringent. The standard adopted by the 
United States imposes an upper limit of 90 parts per million (ppm) on total lead 
(dry weight) for house paints and many other paint categories. Other countries 
have adopted mandatory limits in the range of 90 to 600 ppm total lead (dry 
weight). Toxics Link and the NGOs across the globe associated with the IPEN 
network generally promote the 90-ppm standard as one that is fully achievable 
and maximally protective. 
 
For decades, household paints that are produced for sale in highly industrial 
countries have not used added lead compounds as pigments, drying agents or for 
other purposes. Most paint manufacturers that produce paints for sale in the 
developing world know the reason why. It is unfortunate that lead paints for 
household use are still being produced, sold and used. This practice must now 
end. 
 
Toxics Link did the first study in India on lead content in paints in 2007 and 
found high content of lead in paints in all major brands sold in India. The study 
created significant impact at the policy level and the issue was also discussed in 
the Parliament of India, and the relevant ministries assured in the Indian 
Parliament that suitable actions would be initiated. However, to date, the Bureau 
of Indian Standard (BIS) has only circulated a draft standard stating that the lead 
content would be fixed as 90 ppm. (In this revision, restriction of lead content at 
90 ppm level max. has been introduced to prevent lead exposure of children and 



adults in consumer homes / residential premises and consequent adverse impact 
on human health and safety). The standards created by BIS can be made 
mandatory by the concerned ministry by a separate order. 
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In due course of time, some of the major brands have initiated voluntary actions 
to limit the lead content in paints. The present test result confirms the positions 
taken by major brands in limiting the lead content in paints. The results also 
reflect that, because there is no standard, the small and medium sectors companies 
are continuing to use in lead in paints above the prescribed limit. 
 
Moreover, there are also debates in India on the voluntary standards of lead as 
proposed by BIS and whether adopting a mandatory standard would be the best 
possible way to achieve lead free paints in the country. 
 
 
Major Paint Brands in India 
 
The paint industry in India can be broadly segmented into major paint 
manufacturers and micro, small and medium enterprises. Major manufacturer 
make up almost 64% of the total market share for paint in India. The paint 
industry has slowed down somewhat in the last few years due to global 
economics, and uncertainties, but experts expect stronger growth over next three 
years and the industry might reach approximately Rs. 49,545 crore by FY16. 
 
In FY12, the paint industry stood at Rs 26,040 crore. The decorative segment 
contributed nearly 71 percent at Rs 18,490 crore, while the remaining Rs 7,550 
crore was contributed by the industrial segment. In terms of volume, the industry 
produced 3.11 million tonnes of paint of which decorative segment accounted for 
nearly 77 percent.12 
 
Small and medium sized manufacturing plants control around 36% of the paint 
market. The remainder of the market is controlled by 5 companies (Fig. 1); 
 
• Asian Paint (Overall market leader due to leadership in decorative segment)  
 
• Kansai Nerolac (Market leader in automobile industrial paint segment, also 

into decorative segment)  
 
• Berger Paints (Major revenue comes from the decorative segment, as well as 

industrial paints)  
 
• ICI /Akzo Nobel (Major revenue comes from the decorative segment, also 

automotive paints)  



 
• Shalimar Paints (Primarily decorative paints and non automobile industrial 

coatings)  
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Market Share 
 
FIGURE 1 - MARKET SHARE OF THE PAINTS IN INDIA (BASED ON 
MARKET RESEARCH REPORT: PAINT INDUSTRY IN INDIA 2011)13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3  
MATERIALS  



AND METHODS 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2013, Toxics Link purchased 250 cans of oil-based (enamel) house paints from 
stores in and around Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Gujarat and West Bengal (Fig. 2). These paints were from 147 
different brands. In most cases, the selection was one white and one bright color 
such as green or yellow. The availability of these paints in retail establishments 
suggested that they were intended to be used within home environments. 
Excluded were automotive and industrial paints that are not typically used for 
domestic housing applications or to paint toys. 
 
Paint sample preparation kits containing individually numbered, untreated wood 
pieces, single-use brushes and stirring utensils made from untreated wood sticks 
were assembled and shipped to Toxics Link by staff of the IPEN partner NGO,  
Arnika, in the Czech Republic. Each 
paint was thoroughly stirred in the can 
and applied by a separate unused single-
use brush to duplicate, individual, 
numbered, unused, wood pieces by staff 
of Toxics Link (Fig. 3). 
 
Each stirring utensil and paintbrush was 
used only once, and care was taken to 
avoid cross contamination. After drying, 
the wood pieces were placed in 
individual plastic bags and shipped for 
analysis of lead content to Certottica 
laboratory in Italy.  
Certottica is accredited by ACCREDIA – 
the Italian Accreditation System, which 
is the Italian National Accreditation 
Body appointed by the State. This 
laboratory participates in the 
Environmental Lead Proficiency 
Analytical Testing (ELPAT) program 



 

operated by the American Industrial 
Hygiene TABLE 1 - PAINT SAMPLE 

PROFILE 
 

Association under a program established 
by the 

 
   

US Environmental Protection Agency. 
No. of Samples Number of Brands 

 
  

The  laboratory  scraped  paint  off  the  
wood 

250 147  

Country of 
Production Manufacturer 

 

pieces  they  received.  The  paint  was  
then 

 
   

weighed into a hot block digestion tube 
and India Manufacturer - 104  
the paint chips digested according to 
method  Marketed by*– 5  
CPSC-CH-E1003-09.1. A quantity of 
paint was  

No visible information 
on can  

removed from the sample by abrasion. 
The  due to spill - 12  
paint was placed in a beaker of 
borosilicate, in Type of Paint Color  
which were added 3 mL of HNO3 and 1 
mL of Enamel Yellow - 109  
30% H2O2. The beaker was first covered 
with a  White - 121  
glass and then was heated on a hotplate 
(surface  Dark Colors  
temperature of approximately 140° C, 
from  

(Black, Brown Grey) - 
10  

85 initially to 100° C) until most of the 
acid  Bright Colors  
evaporated. This treatment was repeated 
twice  

(Green, Red, Blue) – 
10  

more. The beaker containing the sample 
was 

Lead content 
information   

removed from the plate and let cool to 
room 

14 
  

temperature. Following the watch glass 
was 

  
   
*The paints are marketed by particular company 
and the name of 

 

rinsed with a quantity of HNO3 10% 
from 3 to 

 
the manufacturer are not printed on the 
label  

5 mL and the solution was left to hot 
evaporate    
slowly and let cool to room temperature.    



Finally,  
it was added 1 mL of HNO3 to the 
residue, which was agitated to dissolve 
the soluble species. The walls of the 
beaker and the bottom of the watch glass 
were rinsed and the whole was 
transferred into a flask and brought to 
volume with deionized water. 
 
Lead in the digestates was analyzed by 
an Inductively Coupled Plasma-Atomic 
emission spectrophotometer (ICP-AES), 
Thermo Scientific iCAP 6000 Series, 
using yttrium (2 mg/L) as internal 
standard. 
 
The laboratory’s lower limit of detection 
for the lead concentration in the paint 
samples is dependent on the amount of 
paint in the samples. Generally, for 100 
mg of paint scraped off the wood pieces 
the lowest detection limit is 8 ppm, but 
for a smaller amount of paint the 
detection limit increases. Therefore, the 
lead content in the samples from three of 
the paints is reported as below 8 ppm 
and below 9 ppm in samples from one 
paint. 
FIGURE 3 - PREPARATION OF 
PAINT SAMPLE ON WOODEN 
STICKS 



 
 
4  
STUDY 
RESULT 
 
 
 

 
A total of 250 cans of new enamel decorative paint from 
147 brands were purchased in India and analyzed for 
total lead content. The details of the paints are listed in 
appendix 1. The sample results are expressed as parts per 
million (ppm), based on the dry weight of the digested 
sample (Fig. 4, Appendix 2). 
 
The average concentration of all analyzed paints was 
22,800 ppm. Very high lead concentrations above 10,000 
ppm were found in 111 of the 250 paints analyzed; 96 of 
the paints contained concentrations between 10,000 and 
600 ppm; 17 of the paints contained concentrations 
between 600 and 90 ppm. None of these paints would 
qualify for sale on the international market. In total, 26 
paints representing 18 brands were found to contain 
concentrations less than 90 ppm, concentrations which 
varied between below detection limits of <8 and 77 ppm. 
The highest concentration detected was 1,60,000 ppm. 
 
Lead Concentration by Brand 
 
Lead was detected between 12 and 1,60,000 ppm in 246 
paints from 144 paint brands (Appendix 3). Overall, the 
paint produced by SMEs had very high lead 
concentrations in their paints. A total of 111 paints from 
103 brands contained dangerously high lead levels above 
10, 000 ppm. 
 
Only 16 paints from 13 brands produced by SMEs and 
10 paints from 5 brands produced by major paint 
manufacturers were found to contain lead at levels less 



than 90 ppm. Four paints from three major paint brands 
contained lead below detection.  



 



 
 



 
 
 
5  
CONCLUSIONS 
 
 
 
 
Paints with high lead content continue to be widely sold in India 
 



The lead levels in the paints included in the present study varied from below 8 
ppm to 1,60,000 ppm with an average concentration of 22,800 ppm. Out of 250 
samples only 26 (10%) paints were found with lead concentrations of less than 90 
ppm 
 
Ninety percent of all paints included in the study contained lead concentrations 
above 90 ppm, which is the proposed draft Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 
standards for enamel, interior paints and internationally considered an acceptable 
level of lead. 
 
Paint companies with the largest market share are producing paints with low lead 
levels 
 
The paint industry in India can be broadly segmented into major paint 
manufacturers and micro, small and medium enterprises. Major paint 
manufacturers comprise almost 64% of the market share of paint in India. The 
lead concentration in paints produced by the 5 major paint manufacturers (Asian 
Paint, Kansai Nerolac, Berger Paints, ICI /Akzo Nobel and Shalimar) included in 
this study all were less than 90 ppm (ranging from <8 – 32 ppm) in both yellow 
and white colored paints. Hence, their claim that their paints contain no added 
lead was found to be satisfactory. When compared to earlier studies, these results 
indicate a reduction of lead levels in the paint produced by major manufacturers. 
 
 
Some of the smaller sector paint manufacturers produce low lead paint, indicating 
that the technology exists to make a shift to low lead products in this sector. 
 
Paints from 13 brands in the small sector were found to have lead level less than 
90 ppm (ranging from 12 – 77 ppm). This indicates that some of the small sector 
manufacturers are also aware about the hazards of lead in paint, and have the 
technology to produce paint without using lead compounds. 
 
6  
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
 
 



 
At the National Level (to the government)  
• Create and enforce national standards for lead in paint  
 
• Monitor in order to achieve stricter compliance with national standards  
 
• Create an infrastructure for blood lead level testing  
 
• Create greater consumer awareness of the health and environmental hazards of 

lead in paint  
 
• Establish a mandatory public procurement process to procure lead safe paint  
 
At the consumers level (to consumers)  
• Purchase lead safe paint from the market  
 
• Be especially aware of paint contents when choosing the paint for children’s 

rooms  
 
At the scientific, environmental and health association’s level  
• Share this study/data on lead levels in paints in public forums  
 
• Arrange public awareness programme or campaigns  
 
• Recommend blood lead level tests when appropriate and caution how to 

reduce and prevent exposure  
 
• Set guidelines for painters when repainting or restoring surface painted with 

lead paint  
 
Recommendations to paint manufacturers, vendors, and large purchasers  
• Produce paint without using lead compounds  
 
• Become part of a third-party lead certification process  
 
• Include uniform logos (lead-safe or unleaded paint) on products and set 

guidelines for safe use of home decorative or industrial and commercial paints  
 
• Produce informational material highlighting the guidelines for safe use, lead 

hazards and cautions  

 
• Post information about lead in paint in shops where paint is being sold. 
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Honduras´  Submission  

 



Estimada Gabriela, 
 
Un saludo cordial desde Honduras. 
 
En seguimiento a su comunicación referente a los avances que hemos tenido en nuestro país, 
en el tema de la eliminación de plomo en pintura, básicamente ha sido a través de la 
celebración de la semana libre de Plomo que celebramos el año pasado 2013, contando con 
una audiencia de más de 250 personas. 
 
Para este año lamentablemente nos han limitado grandemente nuestros recursos financieros y 
al parecer, según tengo entendido, la cooperación internacional no va apoyar financieramente 
esta actividad para este año, por lo que no se ha proyectado realizar una actividad como la del 
año 2013. 
 
En cuanto a nuestro marco legal, hemos recibido interés de parte de la empresa privada, 
específicamente importadores y distribuidores de pintura libre de plomo, para trabajar en una 
legislación nacional referente a este tema. Proyectamos tener una reunión con ellos el 
próximo mes de septiembre. 
 
Si tu tienes algún modelo de legislación que nos puedan compartir y que nos sirva de base, 
sería de mucha ayuda. 
 
Mil gracias,  
 
 
 
saludos 
 
Ana Gabriela Ramírez 
Gestión de Sustancias Químicas 
CESCCO-SERNA 
 
Tel: 2231-1006 

 

 

 

WHO´s Submission  

WHO report on implementation of the GAELP Business Plan, 2012 to date 
 
WHO contributions to the GAELP Secretariat, which includes activities in support of 
Business Plan priority h) Engaging stakeholders 
 



In 2012-August 2014 WHO continued to work with UNEP to provide the Secretariat for the 
Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (GAELP).   An interim Advisory Group has met 
regularly by teleconference to plan activities in support of the objectives of the GAELP.  
 
The UNEP and WHO Secretariat convened the second forum of the Global Alliance to 
Eliminate Lead Paint in Bangkok, Thailand from 9 to 11 July 2012.  The particular focus of 
this forum was to present the draft Business Plan for the Alliance, welcome new and potential 
contributors to the work and to discuss practical ways of achieving business plan priorities.  
Representatives of 20 Governments, 16 non-governmental organizations, WHO and UNEP 
participated in the meeting.   
 
In preparation for the meeting WHO conducted a survey to find out what is known about lead 
paint. Responses were obtained from 46 representatives in 35 countries. This revealed that in 
approximately one third of countries, respondents were not aware of any legislation for lead 
paint.  The majority of respondents were also not aware of any arrangements for testing 
paints for their lead content or for monitoring blood lead levels in vulnerable populations, 
including children or occupational exposed persons.  The survey provided a useful 
compendium of information about national situations and the contact details for persons 
wishing to continue to engage further in the work of the Global Alliance. The survey report 
was included in the meeting documents.  
 
� Meeting Documents for the 2nd forum of the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead  

Paint.   
http://www.unep.org/hazardoussubstances/LeadCadmium/PrioritiesforAction/LeadP
aints/2ndGAELPmeting/2ndGAELPMeetingdocuments/tabid/104420/Default.aspx 
 
� Report of the 2nd meeting of the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint 

http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/LeadCadmium/PrioritiesforAction/GAEL
P/OrganizationalMeeting/tabid/29419/Default.aspx  

 
 
The finalized Business Plan of the Global Alliance was presented to the 3rd meeting of the 
International Conference on Chemicals Management  (ICCM3) in Document 
SAICM/ICCM.3/INF/21 (English). The Business Plan has been translated by WHO and 
published on the GAELP (and WHO) web site in Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish.   
 
The Operational Framework for the Alliance has also been translated by WHO and is 
published on the GAELP (and WHO) web site in English, French and Spanish.  
 
The translation of these documents aims to facilitate the involvement of countries from 
different regions of the world in the global action on lead paint. 
 
� Business Plan for the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint; available in  

English, Chinese, French, Russian and Spanish.  A 
http://www.who.int/ipcs/assessment/public_health/gaelp/en/index.html 
 

� Operational Plan for the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint; available in  
English, French and Spanish. 



http://www.who.int/ipcs/assessment/public_health/gaelp/en/index.html 
 
UNEP and WHO prepared a progress report on the work of the Global Alliance , which was 
considered at ICCM3, resulting in a further international resolution on this issue to foster 
further support for and engagement in the work of the Alliance.  
 
� SAICM/ICCM.3/14: Progress report on the implementation of resolution II/4 B on lead 

in paint 
http://www.saicm.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=89&Itemid=

527 
 

At ICCM3 a side event was held in collaboration with IPEN, on Monday 17 September 2012 
on “Lead Paint Elimination: Progress, Prospects and Perspectives”.  

 
The UNEP and WHO Secretariat will convene the third forum of the Global Alliance to 
Eliminate Lead Paint at the WHO Office for South East Asia, New Delhi, India, from 22-24 
September 2012.  In preparation for this meeting, WHO is leading the development of a 
database of government-verified information on lead paint legislation worldwide.  This will 
be displayed in a map, to track over time progress in eliminating lead paint. 
 
In addition WHO continued with advocacy and technical activities in support of the 
implementation of the GAELP Business Plan, covered in the following sections.  
 
 
Business plan priority action a) Data repository on lead  
 
WHO has assembled advocacy and technical materials on lead on a single website  
(http://www.who.int/ipcs/assessment/public_health/lead/en/). These include information 
documents on lead and its health impacts, normative guidance and educational materials.  
 
Booklets on the analysis of lead in blood and on the analysis of lead in paint (published in 
English in 2011) have since been translated into Chinese, French and Spanish and published 
on the WHO web site.  These documents provide a brief overview of the most commonly 
used analytical methods. They aim to inform environmental and public health personnel and 
policy makers, who are not laboratory specialists but who may need to develop plans for lead 
screening and abatement programmes, including decisions about analyses.  
 
� Brief Guide to Analytical Methods for the Measurement of Lead in Blood 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/77912/3/9789245502135_chi.pdf  
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/77915/1/9789242502138_fre.pdf  
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/77917/1/9789243502137_spa.pdf  
 
� Brief Guide to Analytical Methods for the Measurement of Lead in Blood 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/77911/3/9789245502128_chi.pdf 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/77914/1/9789242502121_fre.pdf  
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/77916/1/9789243502120_spa.pdf  

 
 
Business Plan priority action b) International day of action of lead poisoning prevention 



 
WHO worked with a number of the GAELP Interim Advisory Group members to present 
materials to ICCM3 about the proposal for an international day of action on lead poisoning 
prevention.  In Resolution ICCM III/2 B, the International Conference expressed support for 
the proposal, and encouraged all governments, industry and civil society organizations in all 
regions to organize related activities in cooperation with the Global Alliance.  
 
WHO coordinated the first international lead poisoning prevention week, held from 20 – 26 
October 2013, in collaboration with a number of other GAELP contributors, in particular the 
US EPA and UNEP.  The campaign theme was “Lead-Free Kids for a Healthy Future”.   
Events at local level were registered by organizers on a campaign webpage, from which 
organizers could download customizable campaign materials in the 6 UN languages, 
including posters, flyers etc, which were further adapted for local use and translation in local 
languages.  WHO produced a fact sheet on lead poisoning and health, frequently asked 
questions, key messages, a video message, and other factual and promotional material in UN 
languages.   
 
With donor support provided by Germany, WHO provided small grants to support activities 
in a number of countries in Latin America, South East Asia, Europe and the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region. This was managed by working with the WHO Regional Offices 
which administered the grants and assisted the countries directly.  
 
The campaign website registered events in 100 cities in 44 countries. These events included 
workshops, art contests, awareness raising, social media campaigns, blood lead testing, health 
fairs, governmental declarations and classroom education.   
 
A report summarizing the events was published on the WHO/IPCS website in early 2014, to 
share information about the 2013 campaign and with the aim encouraging participation in the 
2014 campaign.  This report is available from the link below: 
 
� International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week: A report on 2013 Campaign 

Outcomes.   
http://www.who.int/entity/ipcs/lead_campaign/outcomes_2013.pdf?ua=1  
 
Links to English language versions of other materials:  
 
� WHO Fact Sheet on Lead Poisoning and Health 

http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/factsheets/fs379/en/index.html 
 
� WHO Frequently asked Questions:  International Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Awareness Campaign http://www.who.int/entity/ipcs/lead_campaign/faq_en.pdf 
 
� Lead campaign website and materials (NB these websites will, in due course, be 

updated/overwritten for the 2014 campaign.       
http://www.who.int/entity/ipcs/lead_campaign/en/index.html 
http://www.who.int/ipcs/lead_campaign/pb_campaign/en/index.html  
 
� WHO Europe Report: International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action in 

the WHO European Region.    



http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/253271/WHO_Europe_LEAD-WEEK-
REPORT.pdf  
 
 
Business Plan priority action g) WHO evidence-based guidelines on the prevention and 
management of lead poisoning 
 
In view of the continuing burden of disease from lead, WHO is developing guidelines for the 
prevention and management of lead poisoning. These guidelines will present evidence-based 
recommendations on a range of measures for the prevention of lead exposure as well as on 
the appropriate management of poisoning.  
 
WHO guidelines involve (consistent with international best practice for health guideline 
development) a systematic search for, and review of, available evidence, together with an 
assessment of the quality of that evidence before recommendations are formulated. This is a 
rigorous process.  
 
A guideline development group has been convened, comprising experts from all WHO 
regions. The group has met twice, most recently in March 2014.   Systematic reviews are in 
development, with a number completed.  It is anticipated that the guidelines for the 
management of lead poisoning will be published prior to the guidelines for prevention.  
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CREPD Cameroon contribution to GAELP 

 

Information update about the progress related to the elimination of lead paint in Cameroon 

 

Below please find the contribution of the Research and Education Centre for Development 
(CREPD) Cameroon on GAELP Secretariat request to provide information about the progress 
related to the elimination of lead paint (in Cameroon). CREPD contribution is given under 
relavant paragraphs of the 15. Priority Actions 2012-2013, drawn from the focal area 
workplans as set in the invitation letter, and of 16. Additional Actions for 2014-2020.   

 

15. Priority Action 2012-2013 

(c) Mapping important sources of environmental exposure to lead paint by filling gaps in 
information on levels of lead in paint from countries where limited data are available, and on 
identifying potential sources of exposure affecting vulnerable populations (e.g., children 
under six years of age and workers in paint production facilities) 

CREPD Contribution 

The most significant development on lead paint elimination pragram in Cameroon toward the 
end of 2013-beginning of 2014 was made possible thanks to the partial support from 
Conservation, Food and Health Foundation in USA and collaboration with OK International, 
USA. During this period, CREPD was able to confirm through testing that the voluntary 
measures put in place by Seigneurie the largest paint manufacturer in Cameroon (PPG 
subsidiary), in 2012 (under QSP TF project) has stopped adding lead to 
decorative/architectural and industrial paints (except marine paint) in Cameroon.  Our testing 
report demonstrated that they have reformulated as pledged.  Also, CREPD was successful in 
encouraging the company to take back a significant quantity of lead paint that had been in 
distribution (e.g. retail outlets) for disposal. At a national workshop organized under this 
grant, the company made a presentation stating that it has taken back more than 3.7 Metric 
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Tons of paint products and held back 8.4 Metric Tons of lead-containing pigment from 
production in their warehouse for “decommissioning” or eventual disposal. This is the first 
time that any paint company has provided documentation and quantites of lead-containing 
products that have been taken off the market and raw materials that have been set aside for 
disposal as hazardous waste.  

 
However, our testing conducted in early 2014 has revealed that the second largest company, 
Smalto, and other importers/ manufacturers have not yet reformulated.  Additional dialogue 
with the Smalto has resulted in a pledge to stop adding lead to their paint products in 2014.  
This assurance must now be verified with independent testing. 

(e) Developing a framework for the labelling and certification of paints 

CREPD Contribution 

The largest paint company in Cameroon (Seigneurie, PPG subsidiary) has  initiated a labeling 
program after pressure from CREPD to inform consumers that their paints do not contain lead 
additives. All paint cans now carry a label indicating that the paints contain less than 90 ppm 
lead. 

 

16. Priority actions for 2012-2013, drawn from the focal area workplans 

(a)  Promoting the establishment of appropriate national regulatory frameworks to stop the 
manufacture, import, export, sale and use of lead paints and products coated with lead 
paints; 

CREPD Contribution 

As from 2012 commitment, CREPD has been unable to encourage the government standards 
agency to complete their initiative they started in 2012 to develop a regulatory framework to 
eliminate the use of lead paint in Cameroon.  Recognizing that this process had staled, 
CREPD organized a national workshop in 2014 to help find an alternative route to encourage 
national regulation to restrict the use of lead in paints. As a result of the workshop, they 
identified an alternative approach and have subsequently received assurances from the 
Ministry of Health that they will develop a regulation to address lead in paints within a 
relatively short timeframe. 

 

(d) Preparing and disseminating guidance materials on how to minimize potential lead 
exposure in and around housing, childcare facilities, schools and other  buildings where lead 
paint has been used in the past, including information on proper procedures for repainting 
surfaces, remodelling and demolition; 

CREPD Contribution 



CREPD updated, printed out and distributed 1,000 sample of its brochure/booklet on lead 
paint elimination and lead exposure awareness in 2014. The updated version is “Comment 
Préserver la Quotient Intellectuel de tes Enfants?" … "Agir en Tournant Définitivement le 
Dos aux Peintures au Plomb" 

 

(f)   Increasing capacities to conduct blood-lead testing and surveillance programmes, to 
assess residential and occupational risks and to implement public and professional education 
on the mitigation of lead poisoning. 

CREPD Contribution 

In partnership with LeadCare, OK International and Centre Pasteur du Cameroun (CPC), 
CREPD is currently developing a pilot project to test boob lead levels in children aged 6 
months to 7 years. This pilot testing will include 100-150 children and we expet it to be 
carried out in 2015. 

 

 

 

  



IPEN´s Submission 

Progress report from IPEN in relation to the priori ty items of the GAELP Business Plan, 
2012 - 2014 
 
 IPEN and participating organizations have continued the work for global lead paint 
elimination between 2012-2014 through activities in around 25 countries in Asia, Africa and 
South America. Activities have included chemical analyses of paint to determine lead content, 
public awareness campaigns, outreach to industry and dialogue with policy-makers to 
promote enforced legislation restricting the use of lead in decorative paint. Some of the main 
efforts are highlighted in this brief report, and further details in relation to the 2012-2013 
priority items given below.  
 
The most concentrated national efforts to eliminate lead paints have been by IPEN 
participating organizations in the seven Asian countries in IPEN´s EU funded Asian Lead 
Paint Elimination project (Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand). Through this project, extensive studies on lead content of most paint brands on the 
national markets have been carried out (more than 800 paints analyzed); extensive public 
awareness campaigns have been carried out, generating more than 250 articles published in 
printed media and online and at least 100 radio and TV interviews on the issue; most paint 
manufacturers active in the partner countries have been engaged in dialogue to explore what 
obstacles there are to removing lead from the paint production; a policy have been put in 
place in the Philippines, the existing policy enforced in Sri Lanka and important steps have 
been taken towards regulations restricting the use of lead in decorative paints in the 
remaining five countries.  
 
In 2013, IPEN prepared a report on lead content of paint samples from major paint brands in 
nine countries in in collaboration with UNEP. IPEN prepared and coordinated the report and 
study for UNEP in cooperation with IPEN participating organizations in Argentina, 
Azerbaijan, Chile, Cote d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kyrgyzstan, Tunisia and Uruguay. The 
study was released during the GAELP International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week in 2013, 
followed by public awareness activities, dialogue with policy makers and outreach activities 
to national paint industry.   
 
Since 2012, studies on the lead content in enamel, decorative paint have been carried out by 
IPEN participating organizations in 7 additional countries (Armenia, Cameroon, Kazakhstan, 
Kenya, Lebanon, Paraguay and Russia) followed by public awareness activities, dialogue 
with policy makers and outreach activities to national paint industry.   
 
  



IPEN´s activities relating specifically to the 2012-2013 priority actions 

B. Developing a proposal and obtaining broad support among Governments, clinical 
and public health professionals and other stakeholders for the marking of an 
international day of action on prevention of lead poisoning 
IPEN was given responsibility for promoting, supporting, and coordinating the participation 
of public interest NGOs for the first GAELP  . IPEN participating organizations in twenty-
five countries engaged in activities, which included release of new national studies of lead 
content of decorative paints, round-table discussions with policy makers and other 
stakeholders, school rallies, and many other activities aimed at raising public awareness about 
the hazards of lead paint.   
 
C. Filling information gaps on the presence or absence of lead paint on the consumer 
market 
Throughout 2012-2014, IPEN and Participating Organizations have continued the effort of 
determining lead content of enamel, decorative paints through lab analyses. Since 2012, 
studies have ben made in 23 countries, and since the establishment of the GAELP in 2009, 
IPEN and Participating Organizations have generated data on the lead content of decorative 
paints from around 30 countries. Based on the results from all these studies, it is clear that if 
there are no restrictions on using lead in decorative paints in a country, paints with high 
levels of lead will be easily available for purchase.  
 
In addition, the recent paint studies conducted by IPEN NGOs in Asia suggest that, with a 
few exceptions, paint companies with the largest market national shares in Asia have shifted 
to products with less than 90 ppm lead content.  
 
D. Developing technical guidelines for paint manufacturers on alternatives to lead 
compounds used in paint 
An important component of IPEN´s Asian lead Paint Elimination Project has been outreach 
to industry, with an emphasis on small- and medium-sized paint manufacturers to determine 
what obstacles there are for removing lead from their paint production. From discussions with 
manufacturers in all the seven countries it has become clear that main challenge is not 
technical, but a matter of getting access to appropriate, non-leaded substitute ingredients in 
small quantities and at a reasonable price.  
 
For some, it may also be difficult to identify the substitute ingredients that would be most 
appropriate to their particular product lines; to obtain all available information on how to 
reformulate their products using the substitute ingredients without devoting an excessive 
amount of time and resources to research and development; and/or to establish good vendor 
relationships with the companies that supply appropriate substitute ingredients. 
 
IPEN has therefore focused on facilitate information exchange between paint manufacturers 
and ingredient vendors, and skill share between larger and smaller paint manufacturers 
through their trade associations. Since 2012, successful meetings and trainings have been 
conducted through efforts by IPEN participating organizations in Sri Lanka, the Philippines, 
Bangladesh and Indonesia.  
 
 
E. Developing a framework for the labelling and certification of paints 
Establishing and promoting third-party certification is a component of IPEN´s Asian Lead 
Paint Elimination project. Therefore, a series of stakeholder meetings with paint industry, 



health professionals, consumer organizations and other relevant stakeholders have been 
convened in India and the Philippines. The purpose of these meetings has been to develop a 
regional certification scheme for paints with no added lead. The scheme is expected to be up 
and running in at least one country by the end of 2014, and to expand to other countries in the 
region in the years to come. 
 
  
  



 

OK International´s Submission 

Occupational Knowledge International (OK International) is 
actively involved in supporting the overall objectives of GAELP 
and is working in partnership with other GAELP contributors on 
this effort. Outlined below are some of the activities we have 
conducted in support of the priority actions outlined in the 
partnership’s business plan: 
1) Clearinghouse: OK International has provided updated 
information on its web site 
(http://www.okinternational.org/lead-paint/Background) 
listing the countries where paint has been tested for lead 
content, regulations on lead in paint and other consumer 
products. The web site also provides information on the 
hazards of lead, links to other sources of information and 
fact sheets, and information on developing a certification 
for paint without added lead. 
2) Support for week of action: Perry Gottesfeld of OK 
International supported WHO’s regional efforts in Asia 
during the first week of action in October 2013. He spoke 
at the conference organized in New Delhi for this purpose. 
3) Filling information gaps: OK International worked with 
our NGO partners in India, Nepal, Cameroon, and Uganda 
to test for lead levels in new paints. Results from Nepal 
and Cameroon have been published in the scientific 
literature and are available at: 
a. Nepal: 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S00 
13935114000838 
b. Cameroon: 
http://www.okinternational.org/docs/Gottesfeld%20J 
OEH%20Lead%20Cameroon%202013.pdf 
c. India: 
http://www.okinternational.org/docs/Lead%20Paint 
%20in%20India.pdf 

 
4) Developing framework for paint certification: OK 
International has developed and proposed a general 
framework for third part certification of paints made 
without added lead. The framework is available at: 
http://www.okinternational.org/lead-paint/Certification 
In addition, we have worked in partnership with IPEN 
under the EU SWITCH Asia project to develop and launch 
a paint certification program through stakeholder 
consultation in the Philippines and India. The results of 
the stakeholder process in both countries produced a 
certification standard based on a maximum lead content of 
90 ppm and include provisions on container labeling. OK 



International provided advice and drafted key technical 
guidelines in support of these activities. The paint 
certification program in the Philippines is expected to be 
launched in 2014. 
5) Developing a GAELP document on lead paint regulatory 
framework: OK International participated in the GAELP 
process to draft and produce a document on the elements 
of a model regulatory framework for lead in paints. In 
addition, Perry Gottesfeld of OK International has advised 
government officials in Cameroon and Nepal on the 
content and approach for regulations to restrict or 
eliminate the use of lead paint. 
6) Support of guidelines on the prevention and management 
of lead exposure: OK International has been actively 
involved in conducting exposure assessment studies 
involving lead in India, Nepal, Cameroon, Sri Lanka, 
Philippines, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Thailand, Senegal, 
Kenya, and Nigeria in partnership with other NGOs and 
Universities. Such studies have looked at a range of 
exposures including lead in paint, dust, soil, air, and food 
contamination from a range of sources including: 
a. Paint 
b. Lead battery production, use and recycling 
c. Aluminum cookware 
d. Artisanal mining operations 
e. Other industrial emissions 
In addition, Perry Gottesfeld from OK International had 
co-chaired a committee through the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) that recommended 
new guidelines for the prevention of childhood lead 
poisoning. All these efforts should be useful for consideration by WHO in establishing 
guidelines on lead 
poisoning prevention. 
7) Engaging additional stakeholders for GAELP: OK 
International has worked to actively recruit additional 
contributors to join the GAELP. We have worked with 
partners in Nepal and Cameroon to encourage government 
participation in the GAELP. In addition, we have worked 
with a researcher in Kenya to encourage the contribution 
of her institution in the work of GAELP. OK International 
has encouraged numerous paint companies to join the 
GAELP as part of our ongoing outreach to industry in 
support of these objectives. 

  



 LRMF 

International Lead Awareness week of Action – 20th – 26th Oct 2013 

 

Events organized and conducted by the Lata Medical Research Foundation, Nagpur and 
Dr.Archana Patel, Advisory committee member of the Global Alliance for Elimination of 
Lead in Paints during the International Lead Awareness Week from.   

We lobbeyed for contributorship at environmental health workshop at the advisory committee 
meetinga at the International Congress of Pediatrics at Melbounrne in August 2013. 

We contributed articles explaining the adverse health effects of lead in children and adults 
were published in the local newspaper `The Hitvada’ and special article for children in its 
weekly kids supplement twinkle during  

You can also find links of press release in our national newspapers : 

http://www.ehitavada.com/news.detail/paper_type/1/news_id/281230/ 24/10/2013 12:38 PM  
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-10-20/nagpur/43220387_1_lead-poisoning-
lead-exposure-eliminate-lead-paint 

 
Meetings with Rotary, Nagpur Muncipal Corporation, Medical colleges, Environmental 
Health division of Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP), headed by Dr. Alok Gupte and at the 
advisory committee meeting of IAP, Medical colleges and National Environmental 
Engineering Institute, Nagpur were organized to create awareness and engage NGOs to create 
awareness in schools and colleges using   handouts and posters     

Engagement with Rotary at the International, National and Regional level.  Rotary 
International President Mr. Ravindran 2014-2015 and DG  Delhi district 3010  Mr. Vinod 
Bansal were contacted for their support to the cause of elimination of lead in paints. 

Meeting with the Occupational division of the Emplyoees` State Insurance Corporation, New 
Delhi (Dr. Ojha/ Dr. Shruti Virmani, Department of Pediatrics, ESIC, Basaidapur) 

Petition signed along with toxics links. 

Support from Mr. Shah Rukh Khan for promoting lead elimination from paints. The 
following messages was endorsed by him…LEAD CAUSES IRREVERSIBLE BRAIN 
DAMAGE IN CHILDREN.  IT IS PREVENTABLE.  AVOID EXPOSURES IN 
CHILDREN BY CHOOSING HOUSE PAINTS THAT ARE LEAD FREE. WASH THEIR 
HANDS FREQUENTLY. LETS WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE THIS WORLD A SAFER 
PLACE FOR OUR CHILDREN. 

  



19th Oct 2013 – Meeting with the media namely press reporters from national daily Times Of 
India for releasing a press note on the importance of preventing the adverse effects of lead 
exposure. 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-10-20/nagpur/43220387_1_lead-poisoning-
lead-exposure-eliminate-lead-paint 

21st Oct 2013 – Press conference was conducted by engaging different media from Marathi, 
Hindi and English newspapers to create awareness about the lead effects on health of children 
and adults, economy and the need for advocacy for removing lead in paints.   

Some of the clippings from the local newspapers for our press conference  on 21st Oct 2013, 
International lead awareness week of action campaign. 

 



 



 

We organized visits to schools and talks were arranged on lead awareness and future 
directives related to prevention of lead poisoning. About 10,000 handouts were given to the 



school children and posters were displayed at the schools as a part of our lead awareness 
campaign from 22nd – 26th Oct 2013. 

 

From 24th – 25th Oct 2013 Dr Patel attended the South East Asia Conference at New Delhi 
which was organized in association with the Toxic Links.   

  



 

Scott Clark´s Submission  

1. Documented Impact of Lead Paint Control Activities in Brazil (samples collected 
after effective date of lead paint regulation compared with earlier data from 
IPEN/Toxics Link Survey) and in  India where efforts to eliminate use of lead in paint 
had been underway for several years. Study conducted in cooperation with Toxics 
Link (India) and APROMAC Environmental Protection Association and 
Environmental Health Association, Curitiba (Brazil), all members of IPEN network. 
Financial support from US Environmental Protection Agency.  Results published in:  
Clark, C Scott,  Kumar,  Abhay, Mohapatra, Piyush,  Rajankar, Prashant,  Nycz, 
Zuleica,   Hambartsumyan, Amalia, Astanina, Lydia, Roda, Sandy, Lind, Caroline 
Menrath, William, Peng, Hongying Peng  (2014), Examination of the Lead 
Concentrations in New Enamel Paints in Four Countries with Different Histories of 
Activity in Lead Paint Regulation, Environmental Research  132:233 – 243 

2. Produced first known data on lead content in paints from Armenia and Kazakhstan. 
Study conducted in conjunction with Khazer Ecological and Cultural Non-
Governmental Organization (Armenia) and Greenwomen (Kazakhstan), both 
members of IPEN network, and with financial support from US Environmental 
Protection Agency. Results published in article indicated in #1 above. 

3. Participated in IPEN/EU Floor Dust Wipe Lead Survey in Seven Asian Countries 
which represented the first dust lead testing in six of the countries. Preparation of 
reports underway. The reports include guidance on how to reduce lead exposures in 
residences, day care centers and schools where the potential for exposure to high 
levels of floor dust lead has been documented. 

4. Participated in the IPEN/EU Lead Paint Elimination Project in seven Asian countries 
and in preparation of reports on first round of lead paint testing and in planning for 
second round to document progress made in lead paint elimination. Report available 
in IPEN website. 

5. Served as Principal Investigator in IPEN UNEP Nine Country Lead Paint Testing 
Project and as a co-author of project report which included a summary of new paint 
lead testing performed in recent years. Report available on UNEP and IPEN websites. 

6. Prepared report on a follow-up on new lead paint testing in Cairo, Egypt. Publication: 
Clark S, Menrath W, Zakaria Y, El-Safty A, Roda S M, Lind C, Elsayed E, Peng, H 
(2014) Follow-up on High Lead Concentrations in New Enamel Decorative Enamel 
Paints Available in Egypt, Environment and Pollution. 3,1,33-40.   

7. Participated in a study of total lead concentration (ppm) of decorative enamel paints 
in three countries where such testing had not been previously undertaken and which 
are located in different areas of the world. This project was a cooperative effort 
between IPEN, three of its member organizations (IndyACT in Lebanon, 
ALTERVIDA in Paraguay, and EcoAccord in Russia) and the University of 
Cincinnati. A publication on the results is under preparation. 



8. Served as co-chair of the GAELP Focus to develop the UNEP brochure “Elements of 
a National Regulatory Framework for the Control of Lead in New Paint” which is 
being presented at the GAELP Legislative and Regulatory Workshop in Delhi. 

  



Switzerland´s Submission 

 



Paraguay´s Submission 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jeunes Volontaires Pour L´Environnement/ Ivory Coast 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



United States Environmental Protection Agency  

U.S. EPA Contributions to the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (Fall 2012-Fall 
2014) 
 
GENERAL SUPPORT FOR GLOBAL ALLIANCE  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has been very supportive and actively engaged 
with the Global Alliance since its inception in 2009. In 2012, the Agency began to 
significantly increase its contributions to the Alliance. In November 2012, EPA submitted its 
request to become an official contributor. In July 2013, EPA volunteered to again serve as 
Chair of the interim Advisory Group, a position that had been vacant for two years. The 
Advisory Group assists with overall coordination and direction for the activities of the Global 
Alliance. 
 
INTERNATIONAL LEAD POISONING PREVENTION WEEK OF ACTION 
In April 2013, EPA proposed an International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action as 
a coordinated opportunity to raise awareness worldwide about lead poisoning, and to 
encourage actions to eliminate the use of lead in paint. Planning for this international event 
was based on a similar annual week of action that EPA co-sponsors in the United States. EPA 
adapted U.S. domestic outreach materials for use in the international week of action, and 
worked closely with WHO to plan and launch the new outreach activity in October 2013. The 
event was very successful, with awareness activities occurring in 44 countries and 100 cities. 
This international event will now occur annually during the third week of October. The 
primary focus of the event in October 2014, will again be on the elimination of lead paint. 
EPA is working closely with WHO to coordinate the 2014 week of action and is again 
providing outreach materials for international use. 
 
WORKSHOP ON ESTABLISHING LEGAL LIMITS ON LEAD IN PAINT, SEPT. 2014 
In November 2013, EPA proposed a workshop for governments interested in, or already 
working on, establishing legal limits on lead in paint. The purpose would be to support these 
countries by providing information on the health impacts of lead paint, and on ways to 
establish legal limits on lead in new residential and decorative paint, based on best practices 
in different countries around the world. EPA has worked in collaboration with the interim 
Advisory Group members and the Secretariat to develop the workshop, which will take place 
in September 2014, in conjunction with the third forum meeting of the Global Alliance.     
 
OUTREACH TO OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
EPA has been reaching out to other countries to raise awareness on the health implications of 
continuing to allow the use of lead paint, particularly in homes and schools where children 
can be exposed. EPA, U.S. Department of State, UNEP and WHO co-hosted two briefings on 
the Global Alliance for embassies located in the U.S. The discussions covered the dangers 
posed by lead paint, the work of the Alliance, and opportunities for governments to get more 
involved.  The first briefing was held for embassy representatives in Washington, DC in 
December, 2013, and the second one occurred in May 2014, in New York for representatives 
of the Permanent Missions to the UN. 
 

 



Armenian Women for Health and Healthy Environment (AWHHE) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



UNEP´s Submission 

1. Since the beginning of the work of GAELP, UNEP has been hosting the official website of 
GAELP. This includes all relevant documents, announcements, meetings, information on how to 
become a  contributor, publications, etc.  An updated version of the official website of the Global 
Alliance was launched prior its 3rd meeting. It can be accessed through: 
http://www.unep.org/noleadinpaint/ 

2. UNEP in coordination with WHO  promoted “the first international lead poisoning prevention 
week”, held from 20 – 26 October 2013, in collaboration with a number of other GAELP 
contributors.  

3. UNEP also hosted the web page of the  first international lead poisoning awareness week and it 
can be accessed through: 
http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/LeadCadmium/PrioritiesforAction/LeadPaints/FocalAre
asofWork/Leadweek/tabid/106381/Default.aspx 

4. UNEP coordinated with the government of Kenya and global paint producers in Kenya to achieve 
the goals of  the first international week of action. The  efforts in Kenya are presented in a video 
called working through lead free Kenya, can be accessed: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwjeIlKJ81w    

5. UNEP, in cooperation with IPEN, produced a report entitle “ Lead In Enamel Decorative Paints 
National Paint Testing Results: A Nine Country Study” . This study includes the sampling and 
testing efforts and results  in Argentina, Azerbaijan, Chile,  Ivory Coast, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tunisia and Uruguay. The report can be accessed through: 
http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/Portals/9/Mercury/Documents/publications/Lead_in_En
amel_decorative_paints.pdf 

6. This report was launched during the first international lead poisoning prevention week”, held 
from 20 – 26 October 2013, in Nairobi, Kenya. 

7. In relation to UNEP Governing Council Decision 27/12 and UNEA Resolution 1/5 VI. Lead and 
Cadmium, UNEP has been compiling the submissions of different stakeholders on Lead & 
Cadmium “information on techniques for emission abatement and on the possibility of replacing 
lead and cadmium with less hazardous substances or techniques. Submissions, which can be 
accessed at http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/LeadCadmium/Mandates/Mandates-
UNEPGC27-Followup/tabid/838787/Default.aspx  ,  includes the techniques to substitute lead for 
different uses of lead including paint and also includes substitutes and cost effective reformulation 
of lead which maybe a guidance for many stakeholders.   

8. UNEP’s invitation to Governments and other stakeholders to submit further available information 
could be done until 30th September 2014. 

9. Relevant details of submissions in relation to lead paint and its substitutes and cost-effective 
reformulation will be presented in the Industry Case Studies Session of the workshop on 
establishing legal limits on lead in paint (22-23 September 2014).  

10. UNEP published a publicly available brochure “Elements of a national legal and regulatory 
framework”, October 2013. The brochure explains the needs for legislation and the steps that 
should be taken into account for legislation to guide governments. The brochure can be accessed 
through:http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/Portals/9/Lead_Cadmium/docs/GAELP/GAELP
%20Documents/NRFflyer-.pdf 

11. Throughout different meetings with various stakeholders, including governments, UNEP has been 
promoting the establishment of appropriate national regulatory frameworks to stop the 
manufacture, import, export, sale and use of lead paints and products coated with lead paints. This 



has been done in line with the brochure “Elements of a national legal and regulatory framework”, 
October 2013. 
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