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1. Pursuant to Governing Council decision 15/4 of 26 May 1989 am.4 General 
Assembly resolution. 44/229 of aa December 1989, the second special aeaaioa of the 
Goveralng Council of the tJa1te4 Nations Bavlromnent Programme (URBP) waa beld at 
URBP head(Juartera, Nairobi from l to 3 August 1090. The Council adopted the 
present report at the 5th meeting of the aea■lon, OD 3 Allgu■t 1990. 
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CHAPTER I 

ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION 

A. Opening of the session 

2. The second special session was opened on 1 August 1990 by Mr. I. N. Topkov 
(Bulgaria), President of the Council. 

3. The President drew attention to the increasing political importance of 
environmental issues and growing public awareness of environmental threats. He 
commended the work done since the fifteenth regular session of the Council, noting, 
however, the immensity of the tasks that remained. He also recapitulated the 
issues raised by th~ Executive Director and singled out the issues of climate 
change, ozone and fresh water, stressing that the relationship between environment 
and development is vital. Further, he called for dealing with the relationship 
between environment and economics in such a way as to crush the vicious circle of 
poverty and environmental degradation, stressing the importance of long-term vision 
to secure intergenerational equity and noting that the business community had begun 
setting a "green" agenda. He cautioned that, while ecology brought nations 
together, its problems c~uld also aggravate relations between them. In conclusion, 
he appealed to the Counci.\ to make this session not only its shortest, but its most 
successful, short on rhetoric and long on action. 

e. Attendance 

4. The following States members of the Governing Couu~il l/ were represented at 
the sessions 

Argentina 
Austria 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Burundi 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cote d'Ivoire 
Czechoslovakia 
Finland 
France 

Gabon 
German Democratic Republic 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Guyana 
India 
Indonesia 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Kuwait 
Lesotho 
Mexico 
Netherls.udS 
New Zealand 
No~:way 
Omau 

l/ The membership of the Governing Council was determined by elections held 
at the 35th plenary meeting of the forty-third session of the General Assembly, 
held on 24 October 1988, and the 45th plenary meeting of the forty-fourth session, 
held on 6 November 1989 (decisions 43/308 and 44/309). 



PaJciatan 
Peru 
Philippine■ 
Poland 
Rwanda 
Saudi Arabia 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sudan 
Thailand 
Togo 

TWli■ia 
Turkey 
Uganda 
Union of Soviet Soaiali■t Republic■ 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and lforthern Ireland 
United State■ of America 
Vene■uela 

Yugoslavia 
Zaire 
Zimbabwe 

5. The following State■ not member■ of the Governing Council but Member■ of the 
United Nations or members of a ■peciali■ed agency or of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency were represented by observer11 

Algeria 
Australia 
Belgium 
Byeloru■■iP~ Soviet Socialist 

Republic 
Central African Republic 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
lgypt 
Bthiopia 
Ghana 
Greece 
Grenada 
Iceland 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
Iraq 
Israel 
Italy 

Jamaica 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Maldiv6s 
Morocco 
Nigeria 
Portugal 
Republic of Korea 
Romania 
Senegal 
Sweden 
S·wit■erland 
Syrian Arab Republio 
United Republic of Tan■an!a 
Uruguay 
Yemen 
Zambia 

e. The Roly Sae, not a Member of the United Nations, was also represented by an 
observer. 

7. The following United Nations bodies and Secretariat units were repreoented1 

Department of Technical Co-operati~n for Develop~ent 

Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Saa 

Secreta~iat of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

United Nations Development Programme (IJNDP) 

Unitftd Nation■ Pop~lation Fund (UNFPA) 

Bconomic and Social Commission for Ne■tern Asia (BSCNA) 

United Nations Cantre for Human Settlement■ (Habitat) 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
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United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations 

United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office (UNSO) 

World rood Progranane (WFP) 

8. The following speaialiaed agencies ud other organiaations of the United 
Nations system were repreaented1 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

rood and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

United Nations Bducational, Scientific and Cultural Organiaation (UNESCO) 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 

World Health Organiaation (WHO) 

World Bank 

Norld Meteorological Organization (NMO) 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO 

9. The following other intergovernmental organizations were represented1 

African Development Bank (ADD) 

Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO) 

Commission of the European Commuuities 

Commonwealth Secretariat 

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMBA) 

Gulf Co-operation Council 

League of Arab States 

Riger Basin Authority 

Organization of Atrican Unity (OAU) 

10. In addition, the following international non-~-,vernmental organizations were 
represented by observers1 

Arab Office of Youth and Environment 

Asian Bnvironmental Society 

Association of South Pacific Environmental Institutions 

Baha'i International Community 

Environmental Liaison Centre International 

European Environmental Bureau 

Greenpeace International 

International Council of Environmental Law 

International-Council for Research in Agroforestry 
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International Lake Bnviromnant Committee Foundation 

International Organi■ation of Consumers' Unions 

International Union for Conserv~tion of Nature and Natural Resources 

International World Friend■ Committee for Conaultation 

Latin American Inergy Organi■ation 

Soroptomi■t International 

World Association of Girl Guides a..~ Girl Scout■ 

11, The following other organi■atlon■ ware represented by obaerver11 

African National Congre•• of South Africa (AHC) 

Pal~1tina 

.Pan Afriaanist Congre■s of Aaania (PAC) 

c. Officer■ 

12, Accord!~; to rule 18 of the rules of procedure, "at the commencement. of th~ 
1st meeting of it1 regular session, the Governing Council shall elect a President, 
three Vice-Pre1ident1 and Rappo~teur from among it1 members". Rule 19 provide■ 
that the President, Vice-Preaident and Rapporteur shall hold office until their 
1uaae11or1 are elected (i.e., at the 1st meeting of the nest regular 1e11ion). 
Accordingly, the following officer,, elected at the fifteenth regular ■e■■ ion, 
continued to serve in their respective capacities at the second special 1e■1ion1 

Presidept1 Mr. x. N. Topkov (Bulgaria) 

Yice-Prasidanta1 Mr. G. Garcia (Colombia) 
Mr. J. Nyagah (Kenya) 
Mr. B. Rajakoski (Finland) 

Ba;porteur1 Mr. s. Tall (Jordan) 

D. Credentia1 • 

13. In accordance witb rule 17, paragraph_ ✓' the rulae of procedure of the 
Council, the Bureau ezamined the credential■ of the repre1antativa1 attending the 
■eaond spacial session. The credentials ware found to be in order, and the 
President, on behalf of the Bureau, so reported to the Council, which approved the 
Bureau'• report, a■ presented orally by the President, at the 5th meeting of the 
•••■ion, on 3 Auguat. 

B. Agenda 

14. At the openin, meeting of the 1e11ion, the Council adopted the following 
agenda on the basis of the provisional dgenda by the Bsecutive Director 
(UNBP/GCSS.II/1)1 
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1. Opening of the 1ea1lon. 

2, Adoption of the agenda. 

3. Priority evolving environmental i11ue1. 

4. Other bu1ine11. 

s. Adoption of the report. 

6. Closure of th~ session, 

F. organization of the vork of the session 

15, At the opening meeting of the session, the Governing Council considered and 
approved the organization of the work of the session in the light of the 
suggestions made by the secretariat in the annotations to the provisional agenda 
and the timetable rf mee~ings SUCJt"·:tsted by the Bzecutive Director 
(UNEP/GCSS.II/1/Add.l). 

16, T'le Council also decided to establish an informal open-ended Presidential 
Negotiation Group, t~ be chaire(. by the President of the Council, with a core 
membership vf t~o representatives from each regional group to consider the texts of 
draft decia,i(l\:I', before theh· submission to the plenary for formal consideration. 

o. l.DtJ:.',i_4_uctor1 statement b;r the 11ooutiye piregtor 

17. At the opening meetiug of the sessi~n, the Bzecutive Director made an 
introductory statement foeuaing on the main tasks before the Counci) .• The full 
teat of the Executive Director's statement is contained in document 
UNBP/GCSS.II/2/Add.t. 

H. statement by the secretary-G1 1era1 of the united Nations 
conference on Environment and Development 

18. In a statement to the Council at the opening meeting of the session, the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
said that the issues addressed by the Conference were already the subject of 
programmes and activities under way both 14 the United Nations system and at the 
international and national levels. The preparatory process therefore had to draw 
fully upon the capacities of the responsible agencies and organizations, where 
n!~essary complementing and supplementing their work to meet the Conference 
objectives and timetablAa. II~ was most encouraged by the co-operation that had 
alread~ been eztended to the secretariat of the Conference by the United Nations 
system. In particular, the secretariat of the Conference was indebted to UNEP for 
its leadership, in co-operation with other United Nations agencies through the 
Designated Officials for Environmental Matters, in preparJ ,,g the overview paper on 
United Nations system-wide activiti~s in the fields of environment and development, 
wh\ch was a basic document for the {Qrthcoming Preparatory Committee session and a 
primary source of information for the Conference secretari~t. In view of the 
valuable contribution it would make to the Conference, other .cldvant work by UNE~ 
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aholll.4 be cloaely nlete4 to the preparatory proc•••• Re wa1 9rat1f1ec! that at the 
aecntarlat level. close co-operat1oa ha4 already been established. 

19. Be aote4 that the Coafereace. to be he14 in 1992, would addreH the 111ue of 
1aat1tuUoaa, which ... relate4 to the future of UBIP. While it was too early to 
speculate cm. the 4ec11lo11a which might be taken by the Co11fereace, it vas 
recogal...S that UllBP ha4 earned the confideace and respect of the internatioul 
... oaawdty. lt 4eaervecl to be 11trengtlleaed so that it could carry out its ezpuc!ing 
reapoaaibilitiea •• the 9loJ,al enviromaental protection agency of the planet. 

20. '1'he CoDfereace &1110 ha4 to provide for a major strengtheain.g ia the proceH of 
co.or4lu.tloa u4 collaboration through which the lllmber■ of the United Rations 
systea could. co-operate •1th oae another u4 with other intergover11119atal ud 
IIOll-govenmeatal orgall1.•at1on.a la the growing range of progrU1111e1 ad activities 
tbat coutltute4 the principal. cJaalleJHJ8 faced in tams of iutitutioaal iuovation 
and. effectiveness. 

J 
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CIIAPTBI II 

MATTBRS RBQUlRING 'rllB SPICIFIC ATTBlfflOR OF TBB GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
ARD/OR '1'RB BCOMONIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

21. At lta aecond apeclal aeaaion, the Governing Council adopted three decisions 
on the 111ue of climate, which the General Assembly by paragraph 19 of its 
resolution 44/207 of 22 December 1989 decided to include in the provisional agenda 
of its forty-fifth session. The Council also adopted a number of decisions 
coacarnln9 111ue1 to be addressed by the Preparatory Committee for the United 
Nations Conference on Baviro11ment and Development, established by section Ir, 
paragraph 1, of Aasenmly resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989. 

22. There follows a brief summary of the background to and relevant content of 
those decisions, the full tezt of which la contained in the annex to the presant 
report. Comments made at the time of their adoption are reflected in chapter III 
below. 

A. climate 

1. second NQrlO c11mat1 conferange 

23, In paragraph 2 of its decision SS,ll/3 A of 3 August 1990, the Governing 
Council authorlmad the Bzeoutlve Director to reguest, jointly with the 
Secretary-General of WMO, the Secretary-General of the United Nations to plan to 
take lnto account the outputs of the Second World Climate Conference in the 
discussion of the climate issue during the forty-fifth session of the General 
Assembly. 

24, In paragraph 3 of the same decision, the Council requtsted the Executive 
Director, inter alia. to ensure that the relevant outputs of the Conference were 
brought to the attention of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Devel~pment. 

2. Iptargoyarmnantal Panel on c11mat1 Change 

25. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was established by UNEP 
and WMO in 1988, an action endorsed by the General ~ssenmly in paragraph 5 of its 
resolution 43/53 of 6 December 1988. At its forty-fourth session, the Assenmly, by 
paragraphs a and 9 of its resolution 44/207, welcomed the estahlist..ment of the IPCC 
Trust rund and urged IPCC to take the necessary steps to ensure the participation 
of da~eloping countries 1n the aa1entific and policy aspects of its work. 

26. In paragraph 1 of its decision SS,II/3 B of 3 August 1990, the Governing 
Council requested the Ezecutive Director to arrange, jointly with the 
Secretary-General of WMO, for the continuation of the work of the Panel ~s a joint 
panel of UNBP and WMO, ensuring that its future work ls supportive of and responds 
to the needs and requests of the climate convention negotiating group end that it 
la so structured as to facilitate and enaure more active participation of 
developing countries, particularly by avoiding prolife~ation of meeting locations 
and coincidence of meeting dates. In paragraphs 1 (a) to (f) of the same decision, 
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the Council outlined the main task■ that the Puel should perform and urged 
GoverDments to continue to make finucial contribution, to en1ure the effective 
participation in the work of the Puel of developing countries ud amall ialud 
State■ and the broad dls1eminatlon of its work, 

27, In paragraph 2 of the aame decision, the Council, iptar alia. requested the 
lxecutive Director of UltBP, jointly wlth the Secretary-General of WNO, to report to 
the General Assembly on the pro9res1 of the work of the Puel. 

3. framework gopyantlon on gllmata ghang4 

28, At its fifteenth regular session, the Governing Council, in paragraph 9 of its 
~eaiaion 15/36 of 25 May l~d9, requested the Executive Direaotr, in co-operation 
with the Secretary-General of WMO, to begin preparations for negotiations on a 
framework convention on climate, taking into account the work of lPCC, as well as 
the outcome of recent and forthcoming international meetings on the subject, 

29. In paragraph 10 of its resolution 44/207, the General Assembly eapresaed its 
support for that request and reao11111ended that auch negotiations begin as soon as 
possible after the adoption of the interim report of the Panel and that the 
Assembly, at an early date during its forty-fifth aesaion, take a decision 
recommending ways and means and modalities for pursuing those negotiations further, 
taking into account the work of the Preparatory Commi~tee for the United Nations 
Conference on BnviroDment and Development to be held in 1992, 

30. Further to that decialon of the Council and recommendation of the General 
Assembly, the Governing Council adopted decision SS,Il/3 C of 3 August 1990, in 
par&graph 1 of which it authoriaed the Bzecutive Director to convene, jointly with 
tba Secretary-General of WMO, an open-ende4 working group of government 
representatives to prepare for negotiations on a framework convention on climate 
change, in September 1990, after the adoption of the interim report of IPCC at its 
fourth session, In paragraph 2 of the same decision, it requested the Ezecutive 
Director to convene jointly with the Secretary-General of WMO, after a decision was 
taken by the General Aaaembly at its forty-fifth session recommending ways, means 
and modalities for further pursuing the negotiations, the first negotiating session 
of the open-ended working group on the framework convention on climate change, and 
other related legal instrwnenta as appropriate, and taking into account the interim 
rtiport of IPCC and the results of the Second World Climate Conference. Iu the same 
paragraph, the Council also stated that the negotiating session should be held not 
later than February 1991. 

31. In paragraph 4 (a) of the same decision, the Council further requested the 
Baecutive Director to report, jointly with the Secretary-General of WMO, to the 
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session and, in consultation with the 
Secretary-General of WMO, to the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development at its second ses,ion, on progress in the 
preparations for negotiations on the framework convention. 

32. In section II, paragraphs 3 and 4, of its deciaion SS.II/9 of 3 August 1990, 
the Council drew the attention of the Preparatory Committee to its decision 
SS.II/3 C and recommended that the Committee should give every encouragement to the 
Baecutive Director of UNBP and the Secretary-General of WMO in their joint 
endeavours on the issue. 
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a. Prqaratary CQDPDittt• tor tht united Nations Conference 
on 1nv1ronman1; •P4 P1uioan11t 

33. In paragraph 9 of section II of its resolution 44/228, the General Assembly 
raqueated UJJBP, a■ the main organ for the enviroment, to contribute fully to the 
prepu:ation of the United Nations Conference on Bnvirnoment and Development on the 
baaia of guidelines and requirements to be established by the Preparatory Committee 
for the Conference. Pursuant to that request, the Governing Council, in section I, 
paragraph l, of ita decision SS.II/9, repeated the Bzecutive Director to ensure 
that 1JREP made such a contribution. 

34. Ia paragraphs 2 and 3 of section I of the same decision, the Council requested 
the becu.tive Director to make available to the Preparatory Committee for its 
1Dfo%'mation the report of the Council on the work of its second special session and 
invited the Comaittee to consider and provide overall guidance to the negotiating 
process en4 preparation of resolutions of the Conference regarding the issues set 
Gdt in sections II to XIII of decision SS.II/9. Those issues include climate 
clumge; transboundary air pollution; protection of ocean and coastal areas; 
coabating clesertification; the role of regional and sugregional environment 
progr-■; availability of resources for developing countries and funding 
aecbaai.SIIS; environment, economics and sectoral policies; transfer of 
enviromeatally so\Uld technology; biological diversity and biotechnology; fresh 
water; hazardous substances; aad public participation. 

35. In addition, in paragraph 6 of its decision SS.II/4 B of 3 August 1990, the 
Couacil r9CJ119sted the Executive Director to bring the issue of comprehensive 
approach to hazardous waste to the attention of the Preparatory Committee. 

36. Likewise, in paragraph 3 of its decision SS.II/6 of 3 Augusc 1990, the Council 
urged the participants in the Preparatory Comittee to consider developing or 
strengthening institutional, legal ancl other measures at the regional level, 
im:luding those that complemented and supported the UllBP regional seas programme, 
as well as at the global level, that would facilitate improved protection and 
sutainable clevelopaent of ocean and coastal resources, including more effective 
co-ordi.J2ation and ezchange 0£ standards, recommended practices, procedures, 
information, technology and expertise, and •~uld more effectively address the 
aeriOIIS growing problea of land-based sources of marine pollution. 

37. The tezt of those three decisions has been transmitted to the secretariat of 
the 1Jllitec1 Bations Conference on Environment and Development, which brought them to 
the attention of the Preparatory Committee by a note of 9 August 1990 
(A/COlll'.151/PC/L.7). 
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CDPTIR Ul 

ADOPTION o, DECISIONS* 

ltreraQhtanina at t,ha role of t~e VnitoO nations lovirgmnant Programme an4 t,he 
governing couno11 <oooision ss.1111> 

38. At the 6th meeting of the aeaaion, on 3 August 1990, the Council ba4 before it 
a draft decision on thla subject aw:aitted by the Bureau (UNBP/GCSS.IIIL.15). 

39. In introducing the draft decision, the President stated that Bo aonaensus had 
been achieved in the informal negotiations on its operative paragraphs, as 
indicated by the square brackets aurrour1ing that part of the test. 

40, The representative of Meziao augqeate4 that consensus might be achieved by 
inserting an additional preambular p~ragraph, by which the Council would recall 
General Assembly resolution 44/228, and replacing the wor4 °follow1n911 in the first 
U.ae of paragraph 3 with the words .... a co:.r1aequenae oftt, 

41. The Council approved the proposal of the representative of Mexico. 

42. The draft decision, as amended on the proposal of the representative of 
Meziao, was adopted by aonsens1.1s. 

New 41v11opments in the »rotegtloa pf the ozone 11r1r c4egisign ss,111a> 

43. Also at the 5th meeting of the session, the Council had before it a draft 
decialon OD thls subject submitted by the Bureau (UNBP/GCSS.II/L.8), which 
superseded an earlier draft decision on the same subject submitted by the Committee 
of Permanent Re~resentatives (tnfBP/GCSS.II/L.4). 

44. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 

c11m1te Cdegisions ss.1113 A to C) 

45. The Council adopted three decisions related to climate, as indicated in 
paragraphs 46 to 64 below. 

Second Woild Climate confereage <dagision ss.1113 A) 

46. At the same meeting, the Council had before it a draft decision on this 
subject submitted by the Bureau (UNBP/GCSS,II/L.9 and Corr.l). 

47, The draft 1ecision was adopted by consensus, 

* For the text of the decisions adopted by the Governing Council at its 
second special session, see the annex to the present report. 

-11-



Jntergayarmnanta1 Panel on c11mata Change <Aoaiaian ss,1113 I) 

48. At the 111111• meeting, the Council bad before it a draft dec111on on this 
subject 1'11bmltted by the Bureau (UNBP/GCSS.II/L,16), which superseded an earlier 
draft decision on the a11111e subject submitted by the Committee of Permanent 
Representatives (UNIP/GCSO.ll/L,2). 

49. ln introducing the draft decision, the President stated that no consensus had 
been achieved in the informal negotiations on the operative part of the draft, as 
indicated by the square brack~ts surrounding the operative paragraphs. 

50. The representative of Guyana, speaking on behalf of the members of the group 
of Latin American and Caribbean States that were members of the Council, proposed 
that the chapeau of parag,aph 1 of the operative part of the draft decision should 
be replaced by the following tezt1 

"Boa»o1t,1 the becutive Director to arrange, jointly with the 
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organiaation, for the 
continuation of the Panel as a joint panel of the United Rations lnviromnent 
Programme and the World Meteorological Organiaation, ensuring that its future 
work la supportive of L~d responds to the requests of the negotiating group 
and that it la so structured as to facilitate and ensure more active 
participation of developing countries, particularly in avoiding proliferation 
of meeting locations and coincidence of meeting dates. The Panel should, 
int,ar a11a1" 

51. Following etatementa from the representatives of Sweden and Australia, ~he 
representative of Guyana revised his amendment so that the rhrase "the requests of 
the negotiati11g group" read "the needs and requests of the climate convention 
negotiating group". 

52. The Council approved the revised amendment of the representative of Guyana. 

53. On the proposal of the representative of Australia, the Council also approved 
the insertion of the words "and small island States" after the word "countries" in 
paragraph 1 (e) of the draft decision. 

54. The Council further approved, on the proposal of the representative of Saudi 
Arabia, the deletion of the words "to the fund established" in paragraph 1 (f) of 
the draft decision and, on the proposal of the representative of Guyana, speaking 
on behalf of the members of the group of Latin American and Caribbean States that 
were members of the Council, the substitution of the words "these purposes" for the 
words "this purpose" at the end of the same paragraph. 

55. Following clarification from the Ezecutive Director, the Council agreed that 
the reference to the World Meteorological Organization in the penultimate line of 
paragraph 3 of the draft decision should be deleted. 

56. The represent•tive of Sweden, speaking in esplanation of position before the 
adoption of the decision, said that, while it was clear that the negotiating body 
estnblished for a climate convention could ask for assistance from the scientists 
on the Panel, it was essential for all to respect their independence and integrity. 

57. The draft decision, as orally amended, was adopted by consensus. 
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58, Speaking in ezplanation of poeition ftfter the adoption of decieion SS.II/3 B, 
the representative of Brazil ea1d that climate change affected mankiud ae a whole 
and should be dealt with in a global framework in a spirit of mutual co-operation. 
For that reason, his delegation had joined the cunsensus on the ~e~iaiun, which 
authorized the Ezecutive Director to arrange for the ~ontinuation of the work of 
IPCC. IPCC had done remarkable work in searching for scientific and technical data 
to serve as a basis for the negotiation of a framework coDvention on ~limate 
change. It was, however, common knowledge that the participation of the developing 
countries in its deliberations had bean far from adeQuate. His delegation 
considered that the future work of IPCC should be structured with a view to 
ensuring full and adeQuata participation from the dave!oping countri~s. His 
delegation was also convinced that the mandate of fut~r• work of IPCC should be 
based on the results of the fourth plenary session of the Panel, t~ be held in 
Stockholm by the end of the current month, and ultimately on the reQuirements to be 
established by Governments duriag the negotiations of the framework convention on 
climate change, 

SO, The representative of Mezico also ezplained hia delegation's position on the 
decision, in conjunction with his statement following the adoptic~ of decision 
SS,II/3 C (see para. 64 below), 

framework gonyantion on climate change (dagiaion ss,1113 c> 

60, Also at the 5th meeting of the session, the Council had before it• draft 
decision on this subject submitted by the Bureau (UNEP/GCSS.II/L,17), which 
superseded an earlier draft decision on the same subject submitted by the Committee 
of Permanent Representatives (UNBP/GCSS,II/L,1), 

61, The representative of the United States of Allle~ica sought and obtaine~ 
clarification from the Bureau that the words "as appropriate" in paragraph 2 of the 
draft decision applied only to the "other relate\! legal inatrwnents" and that the 
punctuation of that paragraph would be changed, as necessary, to reflect that fact. 

62, The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 

63, Speaking in explanation of position after the adoption of the decision, the 
representative of Italy, on behalf of the States members of the Europ~an 
Communities that ware members of the Council, said that those State& ~ad supported 
the decision but felt that it could have been irnproved by formally authorizing the 
Bzecutive Dir~Qtor to develop, in close co-operation with FAO and WMO, an 
appropriate legal instrument on global forestry. However, in the interests of 
achieving consensus, they had not pressed the point. 

64, Speaking in ezplanation of position after the adoption of decisions 
SS,II/3 Band c, the representative of Mezico stressed the importance that his 
Government attache~ to an early adoption of a draft convention on cllma,a chang,. 
He underlined the need to undertake the preventive measures to avoid the oegative 
consequences of climate changa that could be included in a legally binding 
international instrument. Having praised IPCC for its technical and scientific 
achievements, he said that it was, however, obvious that most developin•-; countries 
had not had an adequate opportunity to participate in it~ work, and that situation 
hnd to be corrected in the future. Turning ~o the elaboration of a convention, he 
said that that was mainly a political, not a technical, endeavour whicb, as such, 
must be directed by government representatives. It was therefore necessary for the 
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technical and aclentifia advice provided by IPCC to the oren-ended working 9roup to 
be subordinate to the specific reque1t1 f~om the latter. ror the same reason, hie 
delegation had insisted that the General Assembly aa well as the Preparatory 
Committee had a majcr role to play in recommending criteria for the drafting of the 
convention, That was a necessary prerequisite for an early application of the 
convention. 

Bo•or4P»D xo1t11 (degisiona ss,11,, A ID.LI) 

06, The Council adopted two decisions related to haaardoua wastes, aa indicated in 
paragraphs 66 to 70 below, 

10111 convention on tha control of Tranehoundary Moyements of Bo1orOous wastes and 
their Pi1poaa1 (decision ss,1114 A> 

66, At the 5th meeting of t~e session, the Council nad before it a draft decision 
on this subject, entitled "Hazardous wacst~s", submitted by the r..ureau 
(UNBP/OCSS,ll/L,10). 

67, The draft decision was adopted by aunsensu11. 

comprehanaiya approach to hazardous wastes (decision ss.1114 B) 

68, Also at the 5th meeting of the session, the Council had before it~ draft 
decision on this subject submitted by the Bureau (UNBP/GCSS,II/L,14), which 
superseded an earlier draft decision on the same subject submitted by Denmark, 
Iceland, Italy, Nigeria and Uganda (tm~~/GCSS,lI/L,6), 

69, A technical correction (UNBP/GCSS.II/L,14/Corr,1) to the Inglish test of 
paragraph 4 of the ~raft decision was introduced orally by the Secretary of the 
Council, 

70, The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 

International legal instrument on the biological 41varsity of the planet (decision 
ss,n1s) 

71. At the same meeting, the Council had before it a draft deci3ion on this 
subject (UNEP/GCSS,II/L,11). 

72. Technical corrections to the Engliab and French texts of the draft decision 
(UNBP/GCSS.II/L,11/Corr.1) were introdu~ed orally by the Secretary and by the 
representative of France. 

73, The representative of Braail propoa9d that the word "conservatioL" in the 
fourth line of paragraph 2 of the draft decision should be replaced by the words 
"sustainable and rational use". 

74. After a brief discussion, during which the representative o: the United 
Kingdom stated his delegation's opposition to the Brazilian amendment and the 
representative of the Federal RepubJ.ic of Germany proposed alternative wording to 
accommodate both po~itiona, the President, speak\ng on behalf of the Bureau, 
revised the draft to include the wocds "and rational use" after the word 
"conservation" in the fourth line of paragraph 2. 
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75. The draft decision, aa reviaed by the Pre=i4ent, was adopted by consenaus. 

1110 for effaatlye global protegtlon of ogaan and aoaetal 0001yatema (daglalon 
ss.II✓O> 

76. At the 5th meeting of the aeasioa, the Council bad before it a cb'aft decision 
on this subject submitted by the Bureau (UNBP/GCSS,II/L,12), which auperbeded an 
earlier draft decision on the aame aubject submitted by Demnark, Iceland, Italy, 
Nigeria and Uganda (URBP/GCSS.IIIL.7). 

77. Technical corrections to the test of the draft decision 
(mtBP/GCSS.IIIL.12/Corr.1) were introduced orally by the Secretary. 

74, The dreft decision was adopted by consensus. 

Logatlon of meotinga of the opan-andaO negotiating working gro,ma on hiologigal 
01veraity on4 allmate oboogo (degiaign ss.1111> 

79, Also at the 5th meeting of the aeasion, a draft decision on thi1 subject was 
presented orally tn the Council by the representative of Guyana, speaking on behalf 
of the member■ of the group of Latin American and Caribbean States that were 
members of the Council. 

80, The draft decision, cs revised by the sponsors and orally amended by the 
representatives of the United K\ngdom and Rew Zealand, was adopted by coaseaaua. 

81. Speaking with reference to subparagraph (b) of the operative part of the 
decision, the Bzecutiva Director informed the Council that since the open-ended 
working group for negotiating a convention on climate change was the responsibility 
of both WNO and UNIP, any arrangements for the location of its meetings would have 
to be made in consultation with the Secretary-General of WNO. 

The situation in tha Middle B11t (dagi■iop SB.II/I) 

82. At the same meetiag, the Coun~11 had before it a draft decision on this 
subject submitted by Kuwait (URBP/GCSS.II/L,19). 

83. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 

84. In ezplaaation of position after the adoption of the decision, the 
representative of Italy, on behalf of the States members of the Buropean 
Communities that were members of the Cuunoil, informed the Council that the 
traditional position of the Communities and their m•mber States was to avoid 
politicization of United Nations technical bodies. Nevertheless, because the 
invasion of Kuwait by Iraq was such an esceptlonally serious event, the Communities 
and their member States had felt that the afor~mentioned position of principle must 
not be allowed to prevent them from espressing their profound concern and joining 
in the consensus on the decision, 
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Priority ayolyiq apyironmaptal iaauaa for gppaidaration by tha Preparatory 
Congittoa for tbo Yoita4 Nations Conferango PR Bnyirpmnent and Development 
(dagisiop SS,II/0) 

85. At the 5th meeting of the aeaaion, the c,,unail had before it a draft decision 
on this subject submitted by the Bureau (UHBP/GCSS.II/L.18), which superseded u 
earlier d~aft decision on the same subject submitted by the Committee of P8rmanent 
Representatives (UNEP/GCSS.II/L.S). 

86. The draft decision comprised 13 sections, which, ezaept as noted below ud 
including the bracketed text in paragraph 2 of section II ud paragraph l of 
section v, were adopted by consensus and without eomment or amendment. 

section IY 

87. On the propo1al of the representative of the United States, the Council 
approved the insertion of the words "and other forms of marba life" at the end of 
paragraph 2 of section IV of the draft decision. 

88. Following a request by the repreaontative of Saudi Arabia for clarification, 
the Council approved the iDsertion of the words "iu respect of the issues referred 
to in paragraph 2 above" after the word "actions" in the second line of 
paragraph 3, and agreed that the reference to oil pollution control technology 
contained in paragraph 4 of the draft should be incorporated into paragraph 2. 

section Y 

89. During the adoption of section v, the representative of France pointed out 
that the word "observation" in the final line of the preamble in the English test 
should have read "observatory". 

90. The representative of Brazil reiterated his delegation's opinion that 
deforestation was not a major cause of desertification. However, in a spirit of 
compromise, his delegation would not oppose the inclusion of the word 
"deforestation" in the test of sectio12. v, paragraph l, of the draft decision. 

section YU 

91. In introducing section VII of the draft decision, the President said th&t no 
conPensus had been achieved in the informal negotiating group on the wording of 
paragraphs 1 and 3. Consequently, the Council had before it two proposed 
formulations for each of those paragraphs. 

92. The representative of the United States said that the first formulation of 
paragraph 1, aa it appeared in the test, waa unacceptable to his delegation, which 
hoped that the other members of the Council would consider that the thrust of the 
second alternative was the same. 

93. The representative of India, speaking in support of the first proposed 
formulation of paragraph 1, said that without the inclusion of the word 
"additional" the purpose of the paragraph would not be seTved, since any switch to 
pollution-free technologies by developing countries would necessarily involve 
incremental coats.· 
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94. On the proposal of the representative of Kanya, the Council agreed to insert 
the words "made avail3ble to them on concessionary terms" after the word 
"resource&" in the first proposed formulation of paragraph 1. 

95. On the proposal of the representative of Me•ico, the CoUDcil agreed to add the 
words "in particular oases to be decided upon" to the and of the first proposed 
formulation of paragraph 1 of the dreft decision. 

96, The representative of the United States, explaining that the baaic problem his 
4eleg•tion had with the first alta~native1 for both paragraph& 1 and 3 was the 
inclusion therein of the notion of additional resources, requested that the 
bracketed te•t within section VII of the draft decision should be put to a vote by 
roll-call. 

97. Following the request of the representative of the United States, a vote was 
taken by roll-call on the first proposed formulation of paragraph 1, ae amended by 
the representatives of Kenya and Me•ico, That te•t was adopted by 48 votes to 1, 
with 1 abstention. The voting was as follows, 

Ip fayoura Argentina, Austria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Braail, Bulgaria, 
Burundi, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, C&te d'Ivoire, 
Caachoslovakia, Finland, Franca, German Democratic Republic, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Guyana, India, Indonegia, Jordan, 
Kanya, Kuwait, Lesotho~ Mezico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Spain, Sudan, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kin~dom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zimbabwe. 

Agaipsta United States of America. 

Ahstaipipg1 Japan. 

98. Following the vote, the representative of the United States withdraw his 
request for a vote on the two proposed teats of paragraph 3, and the Council 
adopted the first proposed formulation of that paragraph. 

Segtiop YU I 

99. The representative of Norway said that it was his understanding of the outcome 
of the informal negotiations on section VIII of the draft decision that the title 
of 11ection VIII should read "Environment, economics and sectora.l policies" and that 
the words "to introduce environmental considerations into sectoral policies 
regarding energy, transport, industry, agriculture and other relevant sectors, as 
well as appropriate actions" should have been included after the word "actions" in 
the second line of the section. 

100. The Council approved the tezt of section VIII as corrected by the 
representative of Norway. 

segtion IX 

101. On lhe proposal of the representative of China, the Council agreed to insert 
the words "and problems in "after the words "experience on" in the third line of 
paragraph 2 of section IX. 
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Station XIII 

102. On the proposal of the representative of the United Kingdom, the Council 
agreed to add a new preambular paragraph recalling General Assembly resolul'.ion 
441228 and delete the reference to that resolutlon in the operative part ct 
section XIII of the draft decision. 

103. On the proposal of the representative of the United States, the Council also 
agreed to include the word "vo•nen" after the word "scientists" in the last line of 
the second preambular paragraph of section XIII of the draft decision. 

104. The draft decision as a whole, with the revisions and amendments indicated in 
paragraphs 87 to 103 above, was adopted by consensus. 

105. Speaking in esplanation ol position after the adoption of the decision, the 
representative of the United States recorded his delegation's adamant opposition to 
the language in paragraphs 1 and 3 of its section VII. In the spirit of 
co-operation which character!zed the work of the Governing Council, the United 
States had chosen not to obstruct consensus on the decision as a whole. While the 
United States rec~gnized the urgent need to direc► a greater proportion of 
financial resources to developing countries in order to assist them in meeting 
their specific environmental needs, it felt s~rongly that existing international 
assistance institutions, as well as commercial sources of financing, should be 
fully utilized an4 redirected to address the broad range of enviromnGntal issues 
confronting developing countries. 

106. The representative of India said that the developing world would be grateful 
to all the members of the Governing Council for having adopted section VII of the 
decision in the form that they had. 
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ADBX 

Dagiaions adopted by the Governing coungil at ita 
■egond 1aog1a1 ■esaion 

Decision 
No, Title 

SS.II/1 Strengthening the role of the United Nations 
Bnvironment Programme and the Governing Council 

SS.II/2 Hew developments in the protection of the oaone 
layer 

SS, II/3 Climate 

A, Second World Climate Conference 

B, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

C, Framework convention on climate change 

SS. II/4 Raaardous wastes 

Date of 
adoption Page 

3 August 1990 20 

3 August 1990 21 

3 August 1990 

3 August 1990 

3 August 1990 

22 

23 

24 

A, Basal Convention on the Control of Transboundary 3 August 1990 26 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal 

B, Comprehensive approach to hazardous waste 3 August 1990 27 

SS,II/5 International legal instrument on the biological 
diversity of the planet 

SS,II/6 Heed for effective global protection of ocean and 
coastal ecosystems 

SS.II/7 Location of meetings of the open-ended negotiating 
working groups on biological diversity and climate 
change 

SS,II/8 The situation in the Middle East 

SS,II/9 Priority evolving environmental issues for 
consideration by the Preparatory Committee for the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development 
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3 August 1990 29 

3 August 1990 30 

3 August 1990 31 

3 August 1990 32 

3 August 1990 J-



ss.1111. Strengthening the raleJ»C the VniteO lotigns 1,.wiranmant 
r.rogromme onO the Aoverpiy Coungil 

D• Aovorping ccung11, 

Ragall.\Da General Assembly resolution 2007 (XXVII) of 16 December 1972 on 
institutional and financial arrangements for international enviromnental 
co-operation, by which the United Nations Bnviromnent Programme was eatablishe4, 

Ragalling also General Assembly resolution 42/184 of 11 December 1087 on 
international co-operation in the field of the enviromnent, particularly 
paragraph 18, in which the Assembly requested that the easential c~talytic and 
co-ordinating role of the United Nations Bnviromnent Programme be further developed, 

Raqalling alag General Assembly resolut!on 42/18( of 11 December 1087 on the 
Bnviromnental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond, in which, inter alia. the 
Assembly stressed the essential role of the United Nations lnviromnent Programme 
within the United Nations system in catalysing enviromnentally sound and 
austaina!>le development, 

Raqalling also its decision BS.Ill of 18 March 1088 on programme policy and 
implementation, particularly its paragraph 1, in which the Governing Council 
resolved to aza~clsa fully the role azpacted of it, 

Purthar ragallipg its decision 15/1 of 25 May 1080 on strengthening the role 
and effectiveness of the United Nations Environment Programme, 

Roqalling 1110 General Assembly ras~lution 44/228 of 22 December 1080, by 
which it was decided to convene a United Nations Conference on Bnviromnent and 
Development in 1002, 

Haying gapsi4erad the report of the B•ecutive Director on priority evolving 
enviromnental issues al and, in particular, section V thereof, on strengthening the 
role of the United Nations Bnviromnent Programme and the Governing Council and the 
proposals o~ the Bzecutiva Director contained therein, 

1. Reguasta the Bzecutive Director to prepare for submission to the Council 
at its aizteenth session, in consultation with Govermnents, including the Committee 
of Permanent Representatives, a consolidated report on the future role of the 
United Nations Bnviromnent Programme, presenting, inter alia. proposals on1 

(a) Further strengthening of the United Nations Enviromnent Programme, 
including the role of its Governing Councill 

(b) A poaaible special session of the Governin1a tvuncil in 19921 

(c) Ways and means to furthe~ enhance the viaibllity of the United Nations 
Bnvlromnent Programme, 

2. Purther reguaatg the Bzecutive Director to prepare for aubmiasion to the 
Council at its aizteenth session a detailed report ezplaining the basis of ~la 

Al UNEP/GCSS.II/2 and Corr.land 2 end Add.1-4. 
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recommendations for 1etting a sul)stantially increased target for annual 
contribution, to the Bnvironment Fund by the year 19951 bl 

3, 1t.a,pgni101 that a, a uon1equence of the United Nations Conference on 
lnvlronment and Development, to be held in 1992, ~urther consideration may need to 
be given to the role of the United Nation, Bnvlromnent Pro~ramme, 

&th meeting 
3 August 1990 

ss.1112. Haw 4ovoiaarnonta in the protagtion of the ozone 11yor 

Tha Governing coungil. 

Regallipg its decision 15/35 of 25 May 1989 on progress in the protection of 
the oaone layer, 

Hotipg that the General Assambly, in its re1olution 44/a29 of 22 December 1989, 
espressed satisfaction with the progress made in the protection of the oaone layer, 

Hoting with 1otiafagtion the results of the Second Meeting of the Parties to 
the Montreal Protocol on Sul)atancea that Deplete the Ozone Layer, helu in London 
from 27 to 29 June at th• invitation of the Govermnent of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland,~/ 

1, Welgomes the results of the Second Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal 
Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, in particular the decisions 
taken to strengthen the Protocol, the establishment of a financial mechanism to 
enable developing countries to comply with the control measures of the Protocol and 
the progress made in respect of transfer of technology, 

2, Ngtaa with satiafagtiop that at the Second Meeting of the Parties to the 
Montreal Protocol, a number of States announced that they would shortly become 
party to the Protocol, 

3, Urgas all States that have not yet done so to become party to the Vienna 
Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol, 

4, Ragueata the Bzecutive Director to continue to give full support to the 
activities as approved by the Parties to the Vienna Convention and the Montreal 
Protocol, 

bl UNBP/GCSS,It/2 and Corr,1 and 2, para, 158, 

5th maating 
3 August 1990 

~/ See the report of the Second Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal 
Protocol (UNBP/OaL,Pro,2/3), 
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SS.II/3. Clim'ilill 

A. segond world c11mate canferenge 

tbo Qoyarnlng cgung11. 

Bfl,galllng General Assembly resolutions 43/53 of 6 December 1988 and 44120·1 of 
22 December 1989 on protection of global climate for present and future generations 
of mankind, and Assembly resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989 on the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development, 

Ragalllng also ita decision 15/36 of 25 May 1989 on global climate change, 

Hptlng resolution 4.211 (BC-XLII) of 22 June 1990 of the Bzecutive Council of 
the World Meteorological Organiaation on the Second World Climate Conference, 

1. Authprimas the Bzecutive Director to convene, jointly with the 
Secretary-General of the World Meteoro1ogical Organiaation, and in close 
consultation with the ezecutive heads of the International Council of Scientific 
Unions, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and 
its Intergovernmental Oceanographic ColMlission, following the fourth session of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a preparatory meeting open to all 
interested Governments, to include, where feasible, ezperts who have been involved 
in the Panel process, in order to prepare the draft of a ministerial declaration 
for the Second World Climate Conference, taking into accounts 

(a) Prior consultations with Governments, 

(b) The work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Chang~, including its 
first aasessmeut report, 

(c) The results of any prior preparatory meetings for the negotiation of a 
framework convention on climate change and other related legal instruments aa 
appropriate, 

(4) The work of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development, 

(e) The need for continuation and enhancement of the necessary scientific 
research, monitoring and environmental and socio-economic studies of climate and 
climate change and the enhancement and maintenance of the observation networks that 
provide the re~uisite data for these studies as the foundation upon which response 
strategies and policy options from near-term and long-term perspectives will be 
based, 

(f) The need to support the international ezchange of information and 
analyses on climate and climate change, 

(g) The need to support intergovernmental agencies and national climate 
institutions, in particulbr those in developing countries, 

2. Further authorizes the Ezecutive Director to request, joi»tly with the 
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, the Secretary-General 
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of the United Nations to plan to take into account the outputs of the Second World 
Climate C~nference in the discussion of the climate issue during the forty-fifth 
session of the United Nations General Assembly, 

3. BMa»oats the B•ecutive Director to report to the Council at its sixteenth 
session on the implementation of the present decision and on the potential 
implications to the Unitad Nations Bnviromnent Programme and to ensure a wide 
distributio~ of the recommendations, declaration and proceedings of the Conference, 
timely implementation of the recommendations as appropriate through follow-up 
regional conferences and workshops and other forms of technology transfer, as 
possible and within available resources, and that relevant outputs of the Second 
World Climate Conference are brought to the attention of the Preparatory Committee 
for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. 

a. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

The Governing council, 

5th meeting 
3 August 1990 

Recalling its decision 15/36 of 25 May 1989 on global climate change, 

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 44/207 of 22 December 1989 on 
protection of global climate for present and future generations of mankind, 

Taking note of resolution 2.611 (BC-XLII) of 22 June 1990 of the Baecutive 
Council of the world Meteorological Organization on the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, 

Noting with satisfaction the progress made by the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, 

Noting also the need for the continuation of the work of the Panel expressed 
by many Governments at the third plenary session of the Panel, held in 
Washington, D.C. from 5 to 7 February 1990, 

Haying in mind the forthcoming Second World Climate Conference during which 
the Panel's first assessment report will be considered, 

1. Raguests the Bxecutive Director to arrange, jointly with the 
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, for the continuation of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change as a joint panel of the United 
Nations Environment Programme and the World Meteorological Organization, ensuring 
that its future work is supportive of and responds to the needs and requests of the 
climate convention negotiating group and that it is so structured as to facilitate 
and ensure more active participation of developing countries, particularly by 
avoiding proliferation of meeting locations and co-incidence of meeting dates. The 
Panel should, inter alias 

(a) Undertake scientific and technical work in support of the negotiations of 
a framework convention on climate change, 
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(b) Periodically update the assessments of the available acientiflc 
information on climate change and the resulting environmental and socio-economic 
impacts, 

(c) Undertake further enviromnental and socio-economic analyses of the 
various policy options from near-term and long-term perspectives posed as response 
strategies, 

(d) Evaluate the special problems of the developing countries and small 
island States in their efforts to address the issue of climate change and assess 
possible options to deal -l~h these problems, 

(e) Further pursue studies on the incremental costs to developing countries 
and small island States of combating climate change, as well as on the sources from 
which such costs may be met and on mechanisms for the channelling of these 
resources, and present these studies for consideration at the negotiating sessions 
as soon as possible, 

(f) Take all appropriate steps to ensure the effective participation of 
developing countries and small island States and the broad dissemination of its 
work and urges Governments to continue to make financial contributions for these 
purposes, 

2, Further reguests the Executive Director to report regularly to the 
Governing Council on the progress of the work of the Panel and, jointly with the 
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, to report on that 
progress to the United Nations General Assembly, 

3, Also re;yests the Executive Director, in consultation with the 
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, to review the report of 
the Panel and the results of the Second World Climate Conference in the light of 
their possible implications for the United Nations Environment Programme and to 
report on the review to the Governing Council at its sixteenth session. 

c. Framework convention on climate change 

The Governing council, 

5th meeting 
3 Aygyst 1990 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 43/53 of 6 December 1988 and 44/207 of 
22 December 1989 on pr~tection of global climate for present and future generations 
of mankind and Assembly resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989 on the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, 

Taking note of the relevant parts of declarations and decisionm adopted at 
various intergovernmental and non-governmental meetings during 1989 and 1990, 

Also taking note of resolution 4,1,1 (EX-XLII) of 22 June 1990 of the Executive 
Council of the World Meteorological Organization on framework convention on climate 
change, 
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Toking npta of the work oft.he Intergovermnental Panel on Climate Change, 
which has included the compilation of the possible elements of a frernework 
convention on climate change, 

Ragalling its decisions 14/20 of 18 June 1987 and 15/36 of 25 May 1989 on 
global climate change, 

Regalling alap resolution 4 (BC-XLI) of the lzecutive Council of the world 
Meteorological Organiaation on global climate change, 

Regogniaing t.be actions taken by the Bzecutive Director in co-op~ratioD with 
the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization to respond to the 
regue1t in Governing Council decision 15/36 to begin preparations for negotiations 
on a fruework convention on climate change, 

Regalling that the adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 44/207 
demonstrated a universal recognition by Governments of an urgent need for concerted 
international efforts to addre1a the climate change issue, in particular by 
beginning negotiations, as soon as possible after the adoption of the first 
assessment report of the Intergovermnental Panel on Climate Change, on a framework 
convention on climate change in accordance with paragraph 10 of the resolution and 
adopting the convention, if possible at the United Nations Conference on 
Bnviromnent and Development in 1992, 

Conyinged that further steps are needed to implement the decisions of the 
General Assembly and those of the governing bodies of the United Nations Bnvironment 
Programme and the World Meteorological Organization on the ~egotiationa of a 
framework convention on climate change, 

1. Authpriaaa the Bzecutive Director to conv•ne, jointly wit.h the 
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organiaation, an open-ended working 
group of government representatives to prepare for negotiations on a framewark 
convention on climate change, in September 1990, after the adoption of the interim 
report on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change at its fourth ae11ion, to 
be held iD Sweden, 

2. Reguasta the Bzecutive Director to convene jointly with the 
Secretary-Genwral of the World Meteorological Organlaatlon, after a decision ls 
taken by the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session recommending ways, means 
and modalities for further pursuing these negotiations, the first negotiating 
session of the open-ended working group on the framework convention on climate 
change, and oth•r related legal instruments as appropriate, and taking into account 
the interim report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the results 
of the Second World Climate Confere~ce. This session should be held not later than 
February 19911 

1. Notea with appregiat;um the invitation of the Government oft.he United 
States of America to hoat that ae11ion1 

4. Further ragyaata the Bsecutive Directors 

(a) To report, jointly with the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological 
Organization, to the General ~aaembly at its forty-fifth session~ and, in 
consultation with the SecretL~y-General of the World Meteorological Organl■atlon, 
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to the Preparatory Committee for the Un1te4 Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development at its second session, on the progress in the preparatiQDS for 
negotiations on a framework convention on climate change, 

(b) To report to the Governing Council at its sizteenth session on the 
progress of the actions under this decision, 

5. urgaa the lsecutive Director to continue, jointly with the 
Secretary-General of the World MeteorQlogical Organization, his contacts with 
Governments to seek financial contributions to enable the widest possible 
participation of developing countries in the negotiations. 

ss.II/4, Hazardous wastes 

5th meeting 
3 August 1990 

A. Basel conyentign on the control of Transboundary Movements 
of Haaardgus wastes and thair Disp0sa1 

The Ggyerning Council, 

Ragalling its decision 15/33 of 25 May 1989 on progress in the control of 
tranaboundary movements of hazardous wastes, 

Haying gonsiderad those sections of the report of the Ezecutive Director on 
priority evolving environmental issues concerning hazardous wastes and, in 
particular, the status of the Basal Convention on the Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal and contributions to the coats of 
its interim secretariat,~/ 

Having taken note of the view of the lzeautive Diraoto1· that the shortage of 
contributions to the costs of the interim secretariat threatens to endanger the 
implementation of the resolutions adopted by the Basel Conference of 
Plenipotentiaries on a Global Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements 
of Hazardous Wastes, al 

Noting with satisfaction the contributions that have already been made by soma 
States that signed the rinal Act of the Baa~l Conference to meeting the costs of 
the Interim Secretariat of the Basel Convention and the activities that it ia 
carrying out, 

1. Calls upon all States that signed the Final Act of the Basel Conference 
to contribute forthwith to continuing costs of the interim secretariat, 

d/ UNBP/GCSS,Il/2 and Corr.1 and 2, paras. 51-52, and UNBP/GCSS.II/2/Add.3, 
paras. 24-32. 

e/ UNBP/GCSS.II/2 and Corr.1 aud l, para. 51. 
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2, rurther ga111 UAP all State■ to sign and ratify the Baael Convention on 
the C~~tro1 =: Tr~!~oun4ary Movements of Baaardoua Wa1te1 and Their Di1po1al, if 
they have not already done 10, and to 1tren9then their co-operation in problem 
area■ within the ■cope of the Convention. 

B, comprahanaive approach to boaardoua waste 

The Governing counail, 

5th meeting 
3 August 1990 

Aware of the degradation of marine ecosystems, particularly in coastal areas, 
and the threat to the marine environment from a variety of polluting sources, 

Conscious of the vast diversity and conplezity of biological species, 
ecosystem■, and chemical compounds introduced into the environment, 

Noting that numeroua international forum■, including the Governing Council at 
its fifteenth 1e11ion and the summit of the seven major industrial nations, have 
recognized the need to protect biological diversity and that waiting for conclusive 
scientific proof regarding the impact of contaminants entering the environment may 
result in significant and irreversible damage to the environment ~nd to the human 
population, 

Also noting the recent adoption of an environment protection and enhancement 
approach baaed on precautionary, preventative action by the following international 
forumsa the Governing Council at its fifteenth session, the ministerial 
conferences on the protection of the North Sea, the Paris and Oslo Commissions, 
meetings under the Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea 
against Pollution, the Nordic Council's International Parliamentarian Conference on 
Pollution of the Seas, the Nordic Council, the European Parliament, the Bergen 
Conference Ministerial Declaration, and meetings under the Vienna Convention for 
the Protection of the Ozone Layer, 

Taking note of global conventions auch as the 1972 Convention on the 
Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, the 1973 
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships and its 
Protocol of 1978, and the 1989 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Haaardous Wastes and their Disposal, and regional conventions, such as 
the 1972 Oslo Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping from 
Ships and Aircraft, the 1974 Paris Convention for the Prevention of Marine 
Pollution from Land-baaed Sources, the conventions in connection with tha regional 
seas programme of the United Nations Environment Programme for the Mediterranean, 
West and Central African, Eastern African, South-Bast Pacific, South Pacific, Wider 
Caribbean, Red Sea and Gulf of Aden and the Kuwait regions, as well as other 
relevant conventions adopted and under preparation, 

Recognizing that, notwithstanding the measures already adopted and implemented 
by national Governments and the contracting parties to international conventions, 
additional measures are necessary to protect and enhance the environment, in 
particular, by focusing on alternatives to the disposal of wastes and the release 
of emissions into the environment, especially in relation to the use of alternative 
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clean production methods so that ha■ardous waste production is minimiaed and 
prevented, 

Raqpgpi■lng further the need for international multilateral and bilateral 
co-operation in developing auch alternatives, in particular co-operation and 
assistance in the areas of research, development and implementation of clean 
production processes and product sw:,stitution in order to minimiae the generation 
of wastes in general, and avoid the generation of haaardous wastes in particular, 

Raqpgni ■ing the importance of the 1992 United Nations Conference on 
Bnvlromnent and Development and the meetings of its Preparat~ry Conanittee, which 
will address, among other things, pollution problems and the adequacy of current 
international regulatory regimes and measures, 

Ragogpi■ing the assistance needed by developing countries to develop expertise 
for identification, analysis and impact assessment of haaardous wastes, 

Ragpgni1ing the assistanc• needed by developing countries to create the 
necessary technical and administrative infrastructure for the implementation of 
international co~ventions, 

1. ARR@All to Govermnents and appropriate international forums, taking 
economic costs into consideration, to consider alternative clean production 
methods - including raw material selection, product substitution, and clean 
production technologies and processes - &a a means of implementing a precautionary 
approach in order to promote production systems that minimiae or eliminate the 
generation of haaardous wastes and optimiae use of raw materials, water and energy, 
for example through recycling, 

2. Agrees to consider, among other measures, the development of an 
integrated approach to pollution control, examining all aspects of enviromnental 
effects and the role and effectiveness of various kinds of economic incentives with 
a view to promoting and assisting with the implementation of clean production 
methods, taking into account principles for preventing pollution at the source, 

3. gpaals to Govermnents to seek to strengthen measures to ensure that 
those responsible for pollution should bear the cost of its clean-up, 

4. Reguests the Executive Director to strengthen the activities of the 
Industry and Environment Office related to the development of clean technologies in 
the field of haaard,,us wastes, 

s. Further a9paals to Governments and institutions to consider other 
appropriate measures to expedite the prevention, where possible, or minimization of 
hazardous wastes and substances and further appeals to approp1·iate international 
forums to contribute to this end, 

6. Ragyesta the Bsecutive Director to bring this issue to the attention of 
th~ Preparatory Conanittee, for the United Nations Conference oL Environment and 
Development, 
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7, Aeuaala to all Governments that have not already done so to act as soon 
as possible to sign and ratify the Basel Convention on the Control of Tranaboundary 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, recognizing the urgent need to 
,ontrol transboundary movements of hazardous wastes, 

5th meeting 
3 August 199Q 

ss.II/5, International legal instrument on the biological 
diversity oi the planet 

The Governing council, 

Recalling its decision 15/34 of 25 May 1989 on preparation of an international 
legal instrument on the biological diversity of the planet, 

Haying considered those sections of the report of the Executive Director on 
priority evolving environmental issues dealing with the work of the Ad Hog Working 
Group of Experts on Biological Diversity, fl 

1, Taking note of the progress made towards developing ~n international 
legal instrument on biological diversity, 

2, Urges the Bzecutive Director, in conjunction with the members of the 
Ecosystems Conservation Group, to continue to accord high priority to the work on 
biological diveraity and biotechnology with a view to arriving at an intArnational 
legal instrument for the conservation and rational use of biological diversity 
within a broad socio-economic contezt, taking particular account of the need to 
share costs and benefits between developed and developing countries and ways an1 
means to support innovation by local people, and, to this end, called upon the 
Ad Hog Working Group of Legal and Technical Experts established for thi~ purpose to 
proceed expeditiously with its task on the basis of the final report of the M Ho~ 
Working Group of Experts on Biological Diversity, 

5th meeting 
3 August 1990 

f/ UNEP/GCSS,II/2 and Corr.1 and 2, paras. 43-45, and UNEP/GCSS.II/2/Add.3, 
paras. 18-23. 
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---------------------~, ................. _, ... ~i.,,•.,,--~ • ...,-~ ..... - ~-

ss.1110. Need fpr affagtlya glpbal arotegtlon ot 
ogaan ono goaata1 eao1y1torn1 

The Goyerpiq Cpungil, 

Aware that th~ living resources of the sea are under threat from pollution, 
land-baaed development and over-esploitation, and that there is substantial and 
growing evidence of incre•aing degradation in near-coastal waters, where marine 
life la moat plentiful, 

Regpgni1lng that discharges of wastes into the a&a from land (via pipel~ne1, 
runoff, and abnoapheric inputs) are among the most significant sources of marine 
pollution, as these discharges d~rectly affect the coastal waters where human 
contact with the ocean and fisheries resources reach their highest levels, 

Congerned that the deterioration in enviromnantal quality arising from 
pollution of ocean and coastal areas baa 1eriou1 implications for sustainable 
development, especially for some developing countries, 

Mindful that the World Commission on Environment and Development, in its 
reP,ort Our Congnon Future. ezpressed its conviction that sustainable development, if 
not survival itself, depends on significant advances in the management of the 
oceans, g/ 

Cpgnl1apt tbat ,rticle 197 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea bl provides that States shall co-operate on a global basis and, as appropriate, 
on a ragior.al basis, directly or through competent international organizations, in 
formuleti~g and elaborating international rules, standards and recommended 
practices and procedures consistent with the Convention~ for the protection and 
preservati~n of the marine environment, 

Pully aware of the significant progress that the United Nations Environment 
Programme has made and co~tinues to make, especially through its regional coa& 
programme, in developing appropriate measures for protecting ocean and coastal 
resources, as well as its special efforts to address land-based sources of marine 
pollution through the development of the Montreal Guidelines for the Protection of 
the Marine Bnvlromnant against Pollution from Land-based Source~, ii sponsored by 
the ~iited Nations Bnvironment Programme and adopted in 1985, 

Recogn1z1ng that the second special sessiun of the G~verninq Council presents 
a special o~portunity to present matters of concern to participants in the 
Preparatory Committee fQr the United Nations Confer~nce on Environment and 
Development, which will meet in Nairobi from 6 to 31 August 1990, 

g/ UNBP/GC.14113, annex, chap. 1J, para. 15. 

hi Qffieial Records of the Third unitek Nations conference on the Law of the 
S.U, vol. XVII (Unlted Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3), document 
AICONF.62/122. 

ii See Snyironrnantal Law Guidelines and Principles No, 7 (United Nations 
Envlronment Programme, Nairobi, 1985). 
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Purthor regogni■iDg that control of pollutants enteriq coastal ud marine 
areas r11uire1 effective national mechuiama to addre1s increa1i119 development and 
human populatlon1 id nearby land area■, 

1, Aa11111 to Governments ud international agencie1 and forum, to 
strengthen and ezpedite mea1ure1 at the global, regional and national levels that 
will protect the living reaouraea of the 1ea from all 1ource1 of marine pollution 
and provide for austalnabl~ development of tboaa resources, 

2. Calli upon Governments ud international agencies and forums to take 
special steps at the global, regional and national levela to addrea1 the serious 
and growing problem of land-baaed sources of marine pollution, 

3. Urge1 the partic1~~nta in the Preparatory Co•ittee for the United 
Nati~•• Conference on Environment and Development to consider developing or 
strengtheD1nr institutional, legal ud other measure■ at the regional level, 
including those that complement and support the regional 1ea1 programme of the 
Unitod Nations Bnvironment Program.ne, aa well as at the global level, that will 
facilitate improved protection and auatalnable development of ocean and coastal 
reso,ll'cea, in11luding more effective co-ordination and ezchange of standards, 
reconnended practices, procedures, information, technology and ezperti1e, and will 
more effectively address the 1erlou1 growing problem of land-based 1ource1 of 
marine pollution. 

Sth meeting 
3 wu1t 19fUl 

ss.1111. Location of meeting■ of open-anded negotiating working 
9r0yp1 on biologigal dlyeraity and glimato change 

The Governing council. 

luring in mind the comparative economic costs of holding meetings in Nairobi 
aa opposed to other venues, aa reported by the Bzec~tive Director in connection 
with the second spacial •~11ion of the Governing Ccuncil, and the need to 
strengthen the United Nations Environment Programme, as emphasized in the Esecutive 
Director's repo~t on priority evolving enviromnental issues, ii 

Taking full account of General Assemtly resolutions 44/20~ and 44/228, both of 
22 December 1089, 

Considering the ezcellent facilities at the United Neitions O·lfice at Nairobi, 

Ragye~ a the Executive Director, ln caHa where no host of f:er 1a available, to 
P..rrange tt,ata 

(a) Moat of the meetings of the open-en~ed working group for negotiating a 
biological diversity convention take rlace at the headquarter• of the United 
Nations Bnviromnent Programme in Nai:obi1 

j/ UNEP/GCSS,II/2 and Corr.1 and 2, sect. V. 
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(b) Mo■t of the meeting■ of the open-ended working group for De9otiatin9 a
frmnr ork convention on a climate change take place in Geneva and in Nairobi on an 
alte1�•t• bail■ with the ezaeptlon of the firat negotiating 1e1■ion. 

SS.11/8. Tha situation in tha Middle East 

Do gpyerping coungil, 

5th moating 
3 August 1110 

Aware of the adverae impact of war on the natural environment and on the 
aoci31 ud economic 1truature of 1oaietie1, 

rurther aware of the need for peace and �eaurity a■ an •saential requirement 
for the protection of the environment and sustainable development, 

1. Reaffirms that all Member State■ are to adhere to the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and not to reaort to force as a means of 1ettlin9 
regional dispute■ over shared natural ra■ouraes, 

a. l•praaaaa ita ggpgern over the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq and the
resultin9 destruction of the environment and disruption of social and economic 
structures. 

5th meeting 
3 August 1190 

ss.1119. rriprity ayplying environmental iasuaa for consideration 
by the Preparatory conpnittaa for the united Nations 
cgnferenoe PP lnvironrnant and peyalgprnant 

Tbo Qoyaroing council, 

I 

Taking ppta of General Assembly resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989 by which 
it was decided to convene a United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development in 1992, 

Haying cppaidered the report of the Executive Director on priority evolving 
environmental issues, kl 

1. Ragueata the Executive DJrector to ensure that the United Nations
Environment Programme contributes fully to the preparations of the United Nations 
Conference on Bnvironment and Development on the basis of guidelines and 
requirements to be established by the Preparatory Committee for the Conference, 

kl UlTEP/GCSS.II/2 and Corr.1 and 2 and Add.1-4. 
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2, Pprt;h•r fllJIOIU. the Bsecutlve Director to make available the report af 
tbe Conell OD the work of it■ ■ecoD4 apaolal 1e1r~oD to the Preparatory Co11111lttee 
for the Conference for lt1 1nform~t1oa, 

3, Inyltaa tile Preparatory Committee to consider and provide overall 
9u14nae to the nagotiatlon proaea■ and preparation of raaolutioas of tile 
Conference re9ardln9 tbe lasuea aet out ln sections II to XIII of tbe present 
4ac11loa1 

II 

CLIMATB CHA1110B 

Reqalling its declsioa 15136 of 25 May 1989 OD global climate cbuge, 

B11ri19 in mind General Assembly reaolutlon 441207 of 22 December 1989 on 
protection of global climate for preaent and future generations of mankind, 

1, Drn1 to tu attention of the Preparatory Committee for the United 
Rations Conference on Bnvlronment and Development the need for Govermnenta to take 
apecifio actions at the national level which help combat possible climate cbu9e, 
lnaludin9 ac~ions that are la themselves economically sound, 

2. Alla,drayo to the att1nti01 of tbe Preparatory Committee lta decision 
SS.II/3 B of 3 AWJUat 1990 and reaolut1on 2.611 (BC-XLll) of 22 Jue 1990 oz the 
B•ecutlve Co1ma11 of the World Meteorologlcal Organ1aat1on on the lntergoveraeatal 
Panel on Climat!· Change, in which, inter alla, the Bsecutive Director was requeated 
to arrange, jointly with the Secretary-General of the World Meteorolo91cal 
Or9anl1ation, for the continuation of the work of the Panel, 

3. further draws ta tho 1ttontion of the Preparatory Committee its decision 
SS,l!/3 C of l August 1990 and resolution 4.111 (BX-XLII) of 22 June 1990 of the 
B•ecutive Council of the World Meteorolo91cal Or9aniaatlon requesting tile Baecut1ve 
Director to aonvene, jointly with the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological 
Or~anl1atlon, the first open-ended negot4at1ng aeaaion oa the framework convention 
on climate chauge Dot later than February 11911 

4. BIAOffllJIIDdl that the Preparatory Committee give every encouragement to the 
B•ecutiva Director and to the Secretary-General of the World Meteorolo9lcal 
Or9ani■ation in their joint endeavours concerning a framework convention on climate 
change and oth~r related legal instruments, 

III 

TRANSBOUNDUY AIR POLLUTION 

Racommands that tbe Preparatory Committee for the United Ration■ Conference on 
Bnvironment and Development consider the level of reaourcea needed for adequate and 
effective monitoring and assessment of background air pollution, including the 
possible atren9thenln9 and e•panaion of the Background Air Pollution Monitoring 
Network, 
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IV 

PROTBCTIOd or OCBAI ARD COlSTAL ABBAS 

Hating that the report of the Joint Group of Bzpert1 on the Scientific Aspects 
of Marine Pollution on the state of the merlae envlromnent l/ •mpha1i■e1 that too 
little 11 being done at pre1ent, particularly at the national level, in certain 
area■, to en1ure the health of the sea and the maintenance of its resources, 

1, Drays tg the attentipp of the Preparatory Committee for the United 
Nations Conferenco on Bnvlronment and Development the fact that, if the 
deterioration of coa1tal areas 11 to be halted or reversed, a major effort will bo 
re~ulred in the coming decade to improve the implementation of regional action 
plans and to facilitate the adoption of concrete measures for pollution control and 
resource management, 

2, Reaongnepds that the Preparatory Committee should takft up the issue of 
protection of ocean and coastal areas, including the usti of appropriate forms of 
f11hlng technology and the con1ervatlon of marine mammals and other forms of marine 
life and the efficiency of avellable technology for combating oil pollution in the 
high seas, 

3, rurther reagngnepda that the Preparatory Committee should esamlne specific 
actloAs in respect of the issues referred to in paragraph 2 above over specific 
periods of time, indicating their costs and identifying the sources from which such 
coats may be met, with the aim of adoption by the Conference of appropriate 
recommendation■, 

V 

COMBATING DESERTIFICATION 

Hpting that, in accordance with paragraphs 6 and 7 of General Assembly 
resolution 44/172 A of 19 December 1989, two reports will be submitted to the 
Preparatory Committee for the ~nited Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development on the subject of desertification, one a composite report on progress 
in the implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification and the other 
a self-contained espert report on the financing of anti-desertification programmes, 
as described in the report of the Executive Director on priority evolving 
enviromnental laauea, ml 

Regogniming that, while desertification 11 a problem that must be combated 
primarily at the national level, the issue should also receive appropriate 
attention in international forums and assistance to affected countries should be 
promoted and facilitated, 

l/ IMO/FAO/UNBSCO/WMO/WHO/IABA/UN/UNBP Joint Group of Espert& on the 
Scientific Aspect■ of Marine Pollution (GBSAMP), The State of the Marine 
Bpyirgno,apt. GBSAMP Reports and Studies Series No. 39 (United Nations Environment 
Programme, 1990). 

ml See UNBP/GCSS.II/2 and Corr,1 and 2, para. 36. 
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Stressing the importance of observation and research networks and noting, in 
that context, the planned observatory of the Sahara and the Sahel, 

l. Bl,m,IMl@nda that the Preparator1 Committee for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development should review the situation with respect 
to desertification, deforestation and land degradation, giving spacial attention to 
the utilization of marginal resources, with a view to recommending specific actions 
~ver specific periods of time, indicating their costs and identifying the sources 
from which such costs may be met with the aim of the Conference adopting 
appropriate recommendations, 

2. Offers the assistance of the United Nations Environment Programme to the 
Preparatory Committee in making an intergovernmental assessment, within available 
resources, seeking co-operation with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
Unlted Nations, of the World Soils Policy, adopted in 1982, development of 
appropriate further measures for its implementation and preparation of elements for 
a draft Conference resolution on the subject, 

VI 

THE ROLE OF REGIONAL AND SUBREGIONAL ENVIRONMENT PROl1RAMMES 

l,ec,ognizing th~t some environmental isoues are best dealt with at the regional 
and subregional level, 

Noting the progress made so far in the establishmeut of bodies for regional 
and subregional environmental co-operation programmes, 

Brings to the attention of the Preparatory Commlttee for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development the fact that existing and prospective 
regional and subregional environmental co-operation programmes, and particularly 
the Cairo Programme for African Co-operation of the African Ministerial Conference 
on the Environment, r~quire more financial and technical support, 

VII 

AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
AND FUNDING MECHANISMS 

Concerned about the availability of financial and other resources for 
protection of the environment, particularly in developing countries, n/ 

Noting the recent efforts QI to establish funding mechanisms to provide new 
and additional resources to developing countries to enable them to meet their 
specific environmental needs, 

n/ See UNEP/GCSS.II/2 and Corr.1 and 2, paras. 64-69. 

QI ll2.i.d., para, 72, and report of the Second Meeting of the Parties to the 
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (UNEP/OaL,Pro.2/3). 



1, Qraya tp the attention of the Preparatory Committee for the United 
Nations C~nference on Bnvirouent and Development the urgent need for making uew 
financial and other resources available to the developing countries additional to 
the current fl~w of resources made available to them o~ conce11ionary te~m,, to 
enable them to meet the coat of adopting and implementing pollution-free 
teolmologie■ and other pressing envirot1111eutal needs, !n particular coses tc be 
decided upon, 

2, Also drawa to the attention of the Preparatory Committee the equally 
urgent nee4 for agreement on a mechanism or mechanisms which can reapon4 
effectively, quickly Jnd flexibly to the support required by developing countries 
to implement their obligations under international environmental agreements, 

3, Regomman4a, to the Preparatory Committee that the subject of financial and 
other re1ource1 for the developing countries, additional to the current flow of 
resources to them, to enable them to meet their environmental needs be fully 
considered on the basi~ of specific studies in the Committee's deliberations and 
reoommendationa, 

VIII 

ENVIRONMENT~ ECONOMICS AND SECTORAL POLICIES 

Ragommenda that the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development review and considor appropriate actions to introduce 
environmental considerations into sectoral policies regarding energy, transport, 
industry, agriculture and other relevant sectors, as well as appropriate actions on 
the basis of tho commenta made by the Governing Council RI on the views presented 
by the Executive Director, g/ other relevant bodies of the United Nations system, 
end the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, on the subject of 
environment and economics, 

IX 

TRANSFER OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND TECHNOLOGY 

Regalling General Assembly resolution 44/227 of 22 December 1989, particularly 
the references in paragraphs 10 and 11 to the transfer of environmentally sound 
technology, 

Ragallin~ section I, paragraph 15 (m), of General Assembly resolution 44/228 
of 22 December 1989, 

Further recognizing the role played by the Industry and Environment Office of 
the United Nations Environment Programme in the field of transfer of 
environmentally sound t9chnology, 

i/ See the_proceedings of the Governing Council at its second special 
session (UNEP/GCSS.II/3), pares. ~30-136. 

;I UNEP/GCSS.II/2 and Corr.land 2, paras. 95-106. 
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1. Draws tg tha attention of the Preparatory Committee for the United 
Nations Conference on BnviroDment and Development the comments made by the 
Governing Council~, on the views expressed by the Bxecut~ve Director on the 
1w,1ect of transfer of technology, Al 

2. Prgposas that the Preparatory Committee, in light. of section I, 
paragraph 15 (m), of General Assembly resolution 44/22&, keep under review 
experience on and problems in access to and the transfer of environmentally sound 
technology, in particulat to the developing countries, 

X 

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AND BIOTECHNOLOGY 

Baoalling its decision 15/34 of 25 May 1989, which concerned biologiQal 
diversity and biotechnology, 

1. Qr,w1 the attention of the Preparatory Convnittee for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development to the ongoing work of the AO Hog Working 
Oroup of Experts on Biological Diversity, which held its third session at Geneva 
from 9 to 13 July 1990, and to the ongoing work of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization/United Nations Environment Programme/World Health 
Organization informftl working group on biotechnology safety, 

2. Begomrnanda that the Preparatory Convnittee give every encouragement to the 
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Progranune in his endeavours to 
continue the work on biological diversity and biotechnology with a view to arriving 
at an international legal iDstrument on biological diversity within a broad 
socio-economic context and to the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization/United Nations Environment Programme/World Health Organization 
informal working group to come up with specific recommendations for safety in 
biotechnology, 

XI 

FRESH WATER 

Taking note of the plans for holding a conference on water and the environment 
in 1992 ti as a co-operative effort of the agencies involved in the 
Inter-Secretariat Group on Water Resources of the Administrative Conanittee on 
Co-ordination, together with the United Nations Bnvironment Programme, 

Suggests that the praparationa be accelerated with the aim of holding the 
conference on water and th~ environment in 1991 and that the conference sh~uld 

XI See the proceedings of the Governing Council at its second special 
session (UNEP/GCSS.II/3), paras. 90, 109 and 125-128. 

Al UNEP/GCSS.II/2 and Corr.1 and 2, paras. 78-89. 

ti See A/CONF.151/PC/6, para. 39 (d), transmitted to members of the 
Governing Council by a note of the Eae~utive Director (UNEP/GCSS.II/INF.3). 
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inclu4e sessions of goverDmental experts to prepare elements for draft resolutions 
of the United Nations Conference on Enviromnent and Development with regard to 
freshwat,r resources and their effective use, 

XII 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES 

l. Offers the assistance of the United Nations Environment Programme to the 
Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development in reviewing the praetical operation of the London Guidelineo for the 
txchange of Information on Chemicals in International Trade, in light of the report 
requested by the Council in paragraph 11 (c) of its decision 15/30 of 25 May 1989, 
on further steps to supplement the amended London Guidelines, including the 
possible further need for a convention, 

2. Also offera the assistance of the United Nations EnviroDment Programme to 
the Preparatory Committee in preparing, within available resources, recommendations 
for the safe and appropriate use and disposal of hazardous substances, including 
the reduction of the use and emissions of hazardous substances that are toxic, 
persistent and Lioaccumulative, with the ultimate aim of eliminating such emissions 
or, where this is not possible, minimizing them, 

XIII 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Becalling General Assembly resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989 by which it 
was decided to convene a United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
in 1992. 

Recognizing the importance of ensuring that the widest possible range of 
public opinion and expertise be brought into the 1992 Conference, 

Bearing in m+nd the experience gained in the preparation and conduct of the 
Bergen Conference with respect to the full involvement of a range of 
non-governmental organizations representing environment and development groups, 
industry, trade unions. scientists, women and youth. 

Recomm~nd.a an active involvement of the non-governmental comrnunity in the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and its preparatory 
process. 

90-23171 1940b (E) -38-
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