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• Lophelia reef off Capo Santa Maria di Leuca - 1673 km2  GSA 19, Italy - unique ecosystem of 
cold-water corals 

• The Nile Delta Area - 6043 km2 GSA 26, Egypt - cold hydrocarbon seeps and unique living 
communities of chemosynthetic organisms such as Polychaeta and bivalves 

• The Eratosthenes Seamount - 14792 km2 GSA 25, Cyprus - rare deep-sea benthic associations 
such as scleractinian corals and sponges 

Rec. GFCM 2006 established three FRAs where i) fishing activities with towed dredges and bottom trawl 
nets are prohibited and ii) Members have to ensure that these areas are protected from the impact of any 
other activity  

    GFCM FRAs: 7 small areas falling in national and international waters 

Rec. GFCM 2009 established a FRA in the Gulf of Lion where i) only a number of 
authorized vessels are allowed to fish in order to prevent any increase of fishing 
activities and fishing effort (reference levels: 2008)  
• Eastern part of the Gulf of Lion - 3742 km2 GSA 07, France - Important spawners’ aggregations 

(European hake, monk fish, lobsters) reported to occur in the area 

 

 
Rec. GFCM 2016 established three FRAs in the Strait of Sicily where i) fishing activities with 
bottom trawl nets are prohibited 
• Strait of Sicily - GSAs 12-14 (between Italy and Malta) - Important nursery areas of European hake and 

deep-water rose shrimp GFCM 2016 
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    GFCM FRAs: 1 larger area 

Conservation of deep-sea ecosystems (VMEs) and fishery resources (DSF) 

REC.CM-GFCM/29/2005/1 on the management of certain fisheries exploiting demersal and 
deepwater species and the establishment of a fisheries restricted area below 1000 m - recalling 
the precautionary approach to fisheries management and, in particular, in relation to the 
development of new fisheries - the use of towed dredges and trawl nets at depths beyond 1000 
m is prohibited 

GFCM 2016 
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Screen capture of the VME DataBase, VME closed areas (red polygons), bottom fishing areas (green polygons), and other access regulated 
areas (orange polygons) . Access the VME DataBase: www.fao.org/in-action/vulnerable-marine-ecosystems/vme-database  
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