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OUTLINE OF PRESENTATION

- WHAT IS "ENVIRONMENT” J

- TRANS-DISCIPLINARY NATURE
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STATUTORY DEFINITIONS OF
ENVIRONMENT

Definitions of “environment” drawn from national
environmental legislation of several countries

— wer _prese_nted in the Introductlon




STATUTORY DEFINITIONS OF
ENVIRONMENT

The general definition of “ environment” includes:

The entire range of living and non living factors that
Influence life on the earth and their interactions.

- Living resources including humans,

animals, plants and micro-organisms.

* Non-living resources i.e.

- physical life support systems of the planet such as
the geography, hydrology, atmosphere, matter, and energy
- historical, cultural, social and aesthetic components

mcludlng the built environment.
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WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
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SYSTENS OF LAW
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SOURCES OF ENVIRONVIENAL LAWY




Trle EVOLUTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL
LAWY
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ENVIRONVIENTAL LAW AT THE
NATIONAL LEVEL

PENAL CODES,
COMMON LAW, CIVIL

“ CODELAW




LEGAL HAIERARCHIES IN THE
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT

STATUTES

REGULATIONS

TRIBUNALS
LICENSES, PERMITS, AUTHORIZATIONS

ADMINISTRATIVE
DECISION-MAKING
AND REVIEW

PRINCIPLE OF SUBSIDIARITY




ENVIRONVIENTAL LAW AT THE
INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

Types of international law, generally:

- Multi-lateral ffDecisions by ff “Customary”

Agreements International international law
(MEAS) Tribunals




QUESTIONS REGARDING IMIPACT OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW AT THE NATIONAL
LEVEL

e Has international law been incorporated into
national law?
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SOME KEY MULTI-LATERAL
ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENTS




Rottarelarm

1998 ROTTERDAM CONVENTION ON THE
PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT PROCEDURE
FOR CERTAIN HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS
“AND PESTICIDES IN INTERNATION




Stocknolm

2001 STOCKHOLM CONVENTION ON
PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS (POPs)




Luszaka

1994 LUSAKA AGREEMENT ON CO-
OPERATIVE ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS
DIRECTED AT ILLEGAL TRADE IN WILD
 FAUNA AND FLORA




Sas3)l

1989 BASEL CONVENTION ON THE
CONTROL OF TRANSBOUNDARY
MOVEMENTS OF HAZARDOUS WASTES AND
THEIR DISPOSAL

-




Montrsz|

1985 VIENNA CONVENTION FOR THE
PROTECTION OF THE OZONE LAYER AND
ITS 1987 MONTREAL PROTOCOL ON




sornn

1992 UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND
ITS 1997 KYOTO PROTOCOL

.




Rio de Jangiro

1992 CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL
DIVERSITY
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IMPACT OF VMIEAs ON NATIONAL LAWY

Monist and dualist approaches ‘

Key Question:
- Have elements of the MEA become
| part of the corpus of domestic law?




RULINGS OF INTERNATIONAL
COURTS AND TRIBUNALS




CUSTOMARY INTERNATIONAL LAWY

@ A difficult area — when does a principle
become a “general practice of law”?




CONCLUSIONS
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