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Overview 

      

Two related pieces of work: 

Metadata Inventory 

Connectivity Study 

 

 

http://www.commonoceans.org/


Aim – to present the methodology for these two pieces of work for 
feedback 

 

 Outline the aims of the two pieces of work 

 Review the methodology 

 Get feedback at the end of this presentation 

 Focus 

 Methodology 

 

 

Overview of presentation 



Metadata Inventory 



Types of data 

 Biogenic habitats  

 Species distributions 

 Species habitats 

 Biodiversity metric 

 Biodiversity areas 

 Biogeographic classifications 

 Environmental descriptors 

 Ecosystem services and natural capital 

 Ecological status and impacts 

 Environmental descriptors 

 Databases and data portals 

 Administration  
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Identify regional data of relevance for the project 

 Collate list of regional data in an inventory relevance to biodiversity and 
human activities in, or of relevance to, ABNJ in the Western Indian Ocean; 

 Provide valuable metadata on the dataset, for example:  

 range,  

 resolution,  

 quality and  

 availability (i.e. any licence restrictions) 

 Provide information on what data exists which may be able to support 
future work 

 

Metadata Inventory Aims 

SPRFMO 3rd Scientific Committee | 28 September – 3 October | Port Vila, Vanuatu 



Metadata Inventory 

Metadata – information about datasets 

 

http://www.lophelia.org/pdf/Linkages_Shank.pdf  

Global biodiversity datasets with features in 
Western Indian Ocean  

http://www.lophelia.org/pdf/Linkages_Shank.pdf


 

DATASET-SPECIFIC METADATA SHEETS 

Purpose of 
creation 

Limitations, 
fitness for use 



Send Call through 
Secretariat of 

Nairobi Convention 
to Focal Points 

•Call to identify relevant Universities or Data holders 

Request 
information on 
the data that 

exists 

•Metadata for data will be requested 

Collate inventory of 
data 

•GIS expert in the Nairobi 
Convention 

•UNEP-WCMC to support 
collation of inventory 

Request permission 
to use selected data  

Metadata Inventory Process 



Connectivity Study 



UNCLOS Marine Zoning  

Marine areas as defined by UNCLOS 



Aim of study: 

 Identify ecological linkages  

 Provide examples of connectivity - case studies 

Highlight important areas which may benefit from area-based 
planning 

 Identify ABNJ features that may provide benefits to countries 

 



Connectivity Study - Process 

 

 Regional consultation 

 Review the focus of the study 

 Identification of case studies 

 

 

 Expert analysis  

 Regional expert consultation via Forum for Heads of Academic Research 
Institutions (FARI) 

 Duke University input through their existing work on a migratory mammal 
database 

 UNEP-WCMC – collate report and publish 

 

 

 

 



Connectivity Study - Focus 

 Patterns of primary productivity 

 Economically important fisheries  

 Charismatic megafauna  (e.g. sharks, whales, turtles, 
birds)  

 Governance and management  

 



Metadata 

 Do you have any comments on the methodology? 

 

 Are their any other suggested channels for identification of ABNJ data 

 

Connectivity 

 Do you have any comments on the methodology? 

 

 Does the study focus on the areas you would have an interest in? 

 

Discussion 



Thank you for listening 

      

For more information please contact: 

 

Hannah Thomas, Area-based planning specialist, UNEP-WCMC 

Hannah.thomas@unep-wcmc.org 

 

Ruth Fletcher, Senior Programme Officer, UNEP-WCMC 

ruth.fletcher@unep-wcmc.org  

 

http://www.commonoceans.org/
http://www.commonoceans.org/

