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I. Background 

 Lead paint poses a risk of lead poisoning, especially for young children.  

 

 There is no known level of lead exposure that is considered to be safe.  

 

 Childhood lead poisoning can have lifelong health impacts, including: learning 
disabilities, anemia, and disorders in coordination, visual, spatial and language 
skills. 

 

 Estimated reduced cognitive potentials (loss of IQ points) due to preventable 
childhood lead exposure equal to 283.6 million in Asia,  

 

 which translate into economic losses equal to $134.7 (Africa) , $699.9 (Asia), 
and $142.3 billions of international dollars (Latin America). 





Lead in enamel decorative paints in China and the selected 
African countries involved in this project are as follows: 

 
Place and year of 
study/report 

Number 
of 

samples 

Average, 
ppm 
Lead 

Per cent of 
samples 

greater than 
90 ppm Lead 

Per cent of 
samples 

greater than 
600 ppm Lead 

Per cent of 
samples greater 

than 10,000 
ppm Lead 

Cameroon, 2011  60 23,100 67% 65% Not available 

China, 2006 64 15,100 44% 33% 25% 

China, 2008  
58 Not 

available 

Not available 50% Not available 

Cote d’Ivoire, 2013  
  

20 8,700 70% 65% 25% 

Cote d’Ivoire  
Anti-Corrosive 
Paints, 2013 13 

10 5 80% 80% 10% 

Ethiopia, 2013  23 18,500 87% 83% 30% 

Tanzania,2009  20 14,500 100% 95% 25% 
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II. Childhood Lead Poisoning’s 
Economic Cost 

 
• Exposure to lead has a permanent negative impact on children's 

developing brains 

• Lifelong impacts to the children, their families and their 

societies. 

• One impact is a reduction in intelligence quotient (IQ). 

• Can be correlated with decreases in lifetime earning potential.  

• Estimates of  economic costs of  preventable lead exposure in 

children are useful for decision makers.   

• Without clear estimates at the country level, easy to 

underestimate importance of  this public health issue and the 

difference policy changes can make. 

• New research by New York University provides this information for 

LMICs. 



New Awareness Tool: 
 

• Learn and share cost of  childhood lead poisoning in your country. 

• Map displays cost and percent GDP loss by country. 

• Launch planned May 2016 at UNEA2. 

• Will raise awareness of  economic costs of  childhood lead exposure. 

Economic Costs of  Childhood Lead Exposure 



Where do the Numbers Come From? 

• The map is based on 

comprehensive, country-

by-country modeling 

data. 

 

• Data from countries in 

attendance at this 

workshop shown here. 

 

• Full report by New York 

University researchers 

available online and by 

request.  

Selected Countries Annual Cost (I$) % GDP 

Cameroon 2.52 billion 5.28 

Cote d’Ivoire 1.76 billion 4.85 

Ethiopia 4.47 billion 4.73 

Tanzania 4.14 billion 6.06 



III. Goals and Objectives of the Workshop 

Overall goal: To advance understanding, commitment, and action 
towards the elimination of lead in paint by 2020 in China by 
focusing actions through the different components of the project. 

 

The specific objectives of the workshop are: 

I. Share the understandings of the health and environmental 
risks of the lead in paint 

II. and the relevant components of the project,  

III. Exchange information on the government policies and key 
stakeholders actions in China, and available tools and 
experiences towards the elimination of lead in paint, and 

IV. Agree on the future actions in relation to relevant components 
of the project 

 



IV. Format  
• 26th-27th April 2016:  Inception Workshop of the Project “Promoting elimination of the 

use of lead paints in China and Africa” 
• 28th April: Bilateral discussion: Workshop Outcomes and Project Implementation Plan 

 
Participants: 
• Government of People’s Republic of China through its relevant Ministries (Solid Waste 

and Chemical Management Center of the Chinese Ministry of Environmental Protection 
(MEPSCC) and Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT)). 
 

• UNEP through its (DTIE, Chemicals and Waste Branch (CWB) in Geneva, Regional office 
for Asia and the Pacific, UNEP Country office in Beijing and other divisions DCPI and 
DELC. 
 

• WHO (tbc) 
 
• Basel Convention Regional Centre for Asia and the Pacific (BCRC) and 
  
• Key Industrial sectors (China National Coating Industry Association- CNCIA) 

 
• Others (tbc) 

 
 



The project promotes the elimination of the use of lead paints in 
China and Africa through its three below-mentioned 

components. 

 
Component 1: Based on the market analysis and analytical testing of paint 
samples 

Component 2: Through outreach to paint manufacturers and brand holders in 
China and general public in China and between African countries 

Component 3: By the drafting and proposing of national legal or regulatory 
framework instrument. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V. Project information and Key 
components of this project 



PROJECT 

Objectives 
Key 

Components 

 
 Eliminate the use of 

decorative lead 
paint. 

 

Strengthen South-
South co-
operation 

Countries to 
Implement Env. 

obligations 

COMPONENT 1 
Understand the impacts 
of lead paint / Market 

analysis 

COMPONENT 2 
Knowledge sharing on 
lead paint elimination 

COMPONENT 3 
Control of lead paints 

in China 



Key components of this project 
The project promotes the elimination of the use of lead paints in China 
and Africa through its three below-mentioned components. 

PROJECT 

Component 3 Component 2 Component 1 

Understand impacts on 
lead paint, location and 

risks to human health and 
the environment 

Promote knowledge 
sharing in China and 

South-South cooperation 
on lead paint elimination 

efforts 

Contribute to the control 
of lead paints in China 

Based on the market analysis 
and analytical testing of paint 

samples 

Through outreach to paint 
manufacturers and brand holders in 

China and general public in China and 
between African countries 

By the drafting and proposing of 
national legal or regulatory 
framework instrument. 



VI. Project Information 
  Sub-programme  Chemicals and waste 

 Project’s Title  Promoting the elimination of the use of lead paints in China and Africa 

 Responsible 

Division 

 DTIE with support from relevant regional offices (ROA and ROAP-China 

Office) 

 Project Manager  Juan Caicedo, Chemicals and Waste Branch, UNEP DTIE 

 Project Duration  From 07/2015 to 06/2017 

 Location 
 Asia Pacific (Africa relevance for component 2 i.e. Cameroon, Cote 

d’Ivoire, Ethiopia and Tanzania) 

 Overall Budget   US$340,000 

 Chinese 

Contribution 
 US$340,000 


