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Press Release
[bookmark: _GoBack]Indonesian Researcher Wins UN Environment Competition to Tackle Plastic Pollution

March 25, 2018 - As millions of tons of plastic waste enter the oceans every year, a young Indonesian researcher who has developed a bioplastic alternative has received a UN Environment grant worth US$10,000 to tackle the problem.

As a winner of the Asia Pacific Low-Carbon Lifestyles Challenge in the Plastic Waste category,  Achmad Solikhin will also receive business and marketing training from global experts, and pitch to win an additional US$10,000 prize to take his idea even further.

UN Environment’s Director for the Asia-Pacific Region, Dechen Tsering, said, “Plastic waste is consuming the planet, and we are on the front lines of this issue in Asia. But plastic is an enormously useful material, so we will need clever solutions to tackle the problem. Using recycled plastics and bioplastics is one tool we have. We are pleased to support innovators like Achmad bring their research out of the lab and into the real world to make a difference in people’s lives.”

Up to 1 kg of plastic waste is produced by each of Indonesia’s 250 million inhabitants every year on average. At the same time, industry produces around 200 billion tons/year of plant biomass like sawdust, rice straw, kenaf and palm. From this waste, we can extract a useful biopolymer called lignocellulose. Solikhin’s technology, BIOTIC, is a plastic product based on recycled plastic and then reinforced with bionanofillers such as lignocellulose. Developed in collaboration with Yusuf Sudo Hadi, Yusram Massijaya, and Siti Nikmatin, this new plastic biodegrades within three months. When rolled out at scale, the final product can be used for packaging, pharmaceutical, electronics, automotive and furniture industries.

Solikhin said, “After China, Indonesia is the second worst plastic polluter. I want to make sure I’m contributing to solve this problem. Being a researcher would be pointless if my research results were not used to improve the environment and society! I hope that this support from UN Environment will help us deliver a product that tackles both problems of plastic and agricultural waste.”

About Achmad Solikhin
As one of the founders of the Indonesian Green Action Forum (IGAF) and Jepara’s Biocomposite, Achmad Solikhin is actively involved in several youth-led organizations through UN agencies. He conducted a student internship program at CIFOR, ICRAF, UNCDD, and the UNESCO World Heritage Center. Achmad is interested in deepening his understanding of nanotechnology-based biomaterials, and has published in scientific journals about his studies. BIOTIC products have been named by the Indonesian government as a top innovative product. 

About the Asia Pacific Low-Carbon Lifestyles Challenge
The Asia-Pacific Low-Carbon Lifestyles Challenge aims to mobilize and support young people with business ideas on how to foster energy-efficient, low-waste and low-carbon lifestyles. 

12 winners each receive a US$10,000 to support their business venture focusing on one of three different categories: mobility, plastic waste and energy.

This is an initiative funded by the Ministry of Environment Japan, as part of SWITCH-Asia’s Regional Sustainable Consumption and Production Policy Advocacy Component, the Asia-Pacific Regional Roadmap on Sustainable Consumption and Production and One Planet.  This initiative is carried out together with the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, The Thai National Science and Technology Development Agency and Sasin Entrepreneurship Center. 
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