
GEOENGINEERING:
A Humanitarian Concern

by Pablo Suarez, Ph.D.
Associate director for research and innovation



Exciting Times: The World in our Hands



Exciting Times: The World in our Hands



Exciting Times: The World in our Hands





Two Geoengineering Questions  (2010)

1. How will the most vulnerable help make geoengineering decisions?

2. Who will pay for humanitarian work in a geoengineered world?





“The potential for [geoengineering] 

has major implications in terms of 

impacts on the most vulnerable”

“No one likes to be a rat 

in someone else’s laboratory”

“Potentially delusional 

assumptions of rationality”

“Predatory Geoengineering”



“In the context of tipping points or 

runaway climate change scenarios, 

SRM could help reduce impacts on some of 

the most vulnerable, but

global power dynamics are not 

set up to ensure that the interests 

of the most vulnerable are elicited, 

considered, and addressed.”

Geoengineering is a Humanitarian Concern


