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Draft concept note for the theme of the 4 th United Nations Environment Assembly
This draft concept note has been prepared by the Secretariat in follow-up to the first joint preparatory retreat
of the bureaux of the UN Environment Assembly and of the Committee of Permanent Representatives, to
support further deliberations by Member States on the agreed theme for the fourth session of the UN
Environment Assembly: “Innovative solutions for environmental challenges and sustainable consumption
and production”.
The note outlines a rationale for the theme and proposes a set of key objectives and potential outcomes
associated with the theme. Member States and stakeholders are invited to provide preliminary views on this
note during the 142nd Meeting of the Committee of Permanent Representatives.
The Secretariat looks forward to receiving any comments in writing before 20 May 2018 to
unep.sgb@unep.org, copied to Ms. Brennan Van Dyke (brennan.vandyke@un.org) and Mr. Dirk Wagener
(dirk.wagener@un.org).
On the basis of feedback received, the Secretariat will revise the concept note for further consideration and
finalization.

The Theme
Innovative solutions, covering policies, financing, technologies, partnerships and multistakeholder processes – are key both to solving many environmental challenges, as well as to
accelerating sustainable development to a global extent more generally. This recognition of the
need of transformative change to support Agenda 2030, already highlighted in at the 2nd and 3rd
sessions of the UN Environment Assembly, directly underpins the choice of the overarching theme
for the fourth session of the Environment Assembly by Member States in Nairobi in March 2019.
The Sixth Global Environment Outlook and the Global Assessment of Natural Resource Use and
Management, two assessments to be presented at the Fourth Assembly, both have as a key
recommendation the need to foster urgent and sustained action using system-wide policy
approaches that lead to transformational change.
The theme of the fourth session of the UN Environment Assembly also clearly relates to Agenda
2030, particularly to Goal 12 on “ensuring sustainable consumption and production patterns” and
provides the Assembly an opportunity to mainstream this Goal in the delivery of other Goals.
Because innovation is a broad concept, it
“Science, technology and innovation cannot be
will be important to clarify the focus and the
confined to the use of new technologies or
boundaries within which the fourth
software. Innovation is a mindset and an
environment assembly will explore
attitude. It means questioning assumptions,
innovative solutions. How can this
rethinking established systems and procedures
Assembly approach the theme to ensure that
and introducing new strategies.” Ban Ki Moon,
the Assembly delivers concrete, pragmatic
Former Secretary General
progress and impact in terms of Agenda
2030 and key environmental challenges? In other words: How can policy instruments, moral
authority, public advocacy, and intellectual, financial, legal and technological resources, be most
effectively organized, disseminated, deployed, and scaled up worldwide to promote the
development and widespread uptake of innovative solutions to address environmental challenges
and promote sustainable consumption and production?
This question cuts across many focal areas and engages large segments of the Major Groups and
Stakeholders, including local governments, the private sector (SMEs in particular) and civil society,
with special emphasis on youth and the academia. An exploration of how the public sector can
catalyze and facilitate the development and deployment of innovative solutions will focus on the
development of new and strengthening of existing partnerships between these stakeholders and along
supply chains. Often the cooperation of complimentary actors will most effectively facilitate the
design of innovative solutions and their application at scale, for example the role of traditional
knowledge should be considered as transforming realities implies the necessary symbiosis between
culture and technology, therefore traditional knowledge should not be excluded from innovative
thinking.
A focus on innovative solutions can be organized to consider the drivers of, and most common
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Commented [EASK1]: MEXICO: The approach can be
adjusted to prompt commitments that result in changes in
consumption and production patterns towards sustainability.
Mexico suggests to include the following relevant aspects to
prompt such a change:
1.Transforming realities implies the necessary
symbiosis between culture and technology, therefore
traditional knowledge should not be excluded from
innovative thinking.
2.Breaking silos versus bridging them.
3.Global responses start at the local level: from local to
global and vice versa.
4.Data should be practical, useful for all kinds of decision
makers: driving informed decisions with a balanced longterm perspective.
Commented [EASK2]: MEXICO: This substitution is
suggested in line with the principles of joining efforts and
commitments of the productive sectors to transit towards
sustainable consumption and production patterns.

barriers to, innovation for environmental opportunities and challenges and how the various sets of
actors influence these drivers and barriers, and how they can most effectively respond to them.
To further promote the private sector participation in fulfilling the SDGs of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, its role as a business sector in generating sustainable consumption and
production patterns should go beyond corporate social responsibility and create a new business
model, going further public-private partnerships and generate compacts that enable the creation of a
new development paradigm based on sustainable production and consumption.
Technological change could also be considered within the UN Environment Assembly in 2 ways: a)
as a challenge, since pollution from technological waste has a great impact on environment caused
by extraction and exploitation of materials for new technologies; and b) as an opportunity area, for
the contribution that new technologies could also have for using more effectively and measuredly
the natural resources, preserving environment.

Proposed Note
The proposed note is elaborated with the view to:
•
•

establishing clear conceptual boundaries that will help the Secretariat organize key
components of the Assembly, such as the leadership dialogues; and
supporting discussions amongst Member States and key stakeholders toward a set of
pragmatic conclusions and outcomes.

The aim is to deliver a focused Assembly that explores how to meet environmental challenges and
shift more widely and at scale to sustainable consumption and production through innovation and
broad partnerships.
The proposed note will build on discussions that took
place at the second session of the Environment
Assembly in 2016, and use the framework of integrated
lines of action then recommended to address the nexus
of environment and health, namely the three D’s and E:
de-carbonize, de-toxify, decouple resource use and
change lifestyles, and enhance ecosystem resilience and
protection of the planet’s natural systems. The second
Assembly recognized that directly tackling the
interlinkages between the environment, biodiversity,
and human health through those four lines of action can
provide a common platform and multiplier effect to
address
environmental challenges. This will advance many of the Sustainable Development Goals and
deliver on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in accordance with its role and mandate
within the UN system.
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The note will also show how the fourth session of the Environment Assembly will help advance
on action towards a pollution-free planet which underpinned the deliberations at the third session
of the Assembly. By exploring innovative solutions being used to meet the third Environment
Assembly voluntary commitments the fourth Assembly can increase our practical understanding
of how to drive innovation that counters pollution.
As a starting point, it is clear that new sources of growth are urgently needed to help move towards
a stronger, more inclusive and sustainable economic development. Innovation is a critical part of
how to achieve this. While not being a goal in itself, innovation provides the foundation for new
businesses, new jobs and new solutions to environmental challenges and is thus an important driver
of sustainable development and poverty reduction. Innovation is indispensable to addressing
pressing global environmental and social challenges, including demographic shifts, increasing
resource scarcity and the changing climate. Moreover, there are many examples of how innovation
can also help address these challenges at lower cost, or even negative cost (i.e., delivering a
profitable return on investment). Innovative economies are more productive, more resilient, and
more adaptable to change.
Harnessing innovation requires policies that reflect the realities of innovation. Innovation goes
beyond science and technology and involves investments in a wide range of knowledge-based
assets, including traditional knowledge. Social and organizational innovations, including new
business models, are increasingly important to the development and implementation of new
solutions along the supply chain. Innovation also involves a wide and expanding range of actors,
including firms, entrepreneurs, foundations and non-profit organisations, universities, scientific
institutes, researchers, public sector agencies, citizens, including indigenous people and local
communities, and consumers, often working in close collaboration and aiming to a “win-win”
approach. Innovation also has a strong and ever-expanding basis in the digital economy, facilitated
by the growth of mobile telecommunications, the convergence of voice, video and data to the
internet, and the rapid uptake of data and sensors (the internet of things).
A focus on innovative solutions can be organized to consider the drivers of, and most common
barriers to, innovation for environmental sustainability and how the various sets of actors influence
these drivers and barriers, and are influenced by them. It would not be efficient, however, to
examine the drivers of innovation and the ideal roles of the different actors during each stage in
the abstract. Consequently, the focal area priorities of Member States will also factor into how the
Environment Assembly is organized to address innovative solutions for environmental challenges
and sustainable consumption and production.
The fourth session can thus (i) deepen the discussion on key actions and responses to
environmental challenges to address all forms of global and local pollution through improved
resource efficiency as well as regulatory frameworks, innovative policies, financing approaches
and sustained lifestyle changes,; (ii) increase our understanding of how to drive innovation and
address barriers and challenges to scale up actions, and (iii) directly contribute to taking forward
outcomes from previous sessions of the Environment Assembly and Agenda 2030 in this context.
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Commented [EASK3]: MEXICO: Sustainable production
and consumption is much more than tackling pollution. It
implies efficiency in the use of resources, it is based on
circular economy patterns, and implies new and innovative
approaches as mainstreaming biodiversity in conservation
and sustainable use in business planning (based on UNEA
Resolution 2/16. Mainstreaming of biodiversity for wellbeing) and the ongoing efforts to stop, tackle and/or decrease
food loss and waste (based on UNEA Resolution 2/9.
Prevention, reduction and reuse of food waste), among
others. The note, agenda and ministerial declaration for
UNEA 4 should include these topics if the session is being
designed to deliver a focused Assembly that explores how to
meet environmental challenges and shift more widely and at
scale to sustainable consumption and production through
innovation and broad partnerships, as mentioned above.
Commented [EASK4]: MEXICO: Suggestion to explore
ongoing initiatives as is the case of the Smart Territories
Platform and Climate-Smart Agriculture. On food waste and
loss, the Code of Conduct currently being developed by FAO
should be considered, as it not only considers an ethics
approach but it entails energy savings and the reduction of
greenhouse gases.
Commented [EASK5]: MEXICO: On food loss and
waste, a couple of interesting examples -related with the
involvement of the private sector and other relevant
stakeholders in implementing innovative thinking and
planning – are the business cases, both available at the
Champions 123 web page:
1. New research finds hotels saved $7 for every $1 invested
in reducing food waste
https://champions123.org/2018/04/04/release-new-researchfinds-hotels-saved-7-for-every-1-invested-in-reducing-foodwaste/
2. The business case for reducing food loss and waste
https://champions123.org/the-business-case-for-reducingfood-loss-and-waste/?frame-nonce=aa2cf734de
Commented [EASK6]: MEXICO: This proposal is based
on pollution. Sustainable consumption and production (SCP)
is FAR much more. The UN System and UN environment
have an initiative that promotes sustainable production and
consumption and to which many countries have formally
committed (http://web.unep.org/10yfp/about/what10yfp/marrakech-process): the 10YFP (10-year Framework
of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production
Patterns http://web.unep.org/10yfp/about/what-10yfp), and
the One Planet Network (http://www.oneplanetnetwork.org),
in the One Planet network formed to implement the 10YFP,
through 6 functioning programmes (1. Sustainable Public
Procurement, 2. Consumer Information for SCP, 3.
Sustainable Tourism, 4. Sustainable Lifestyles and
Education, 5. Sustainable Buildings and Construction, and 6.
Sustainable Food Systems), where partnerships among major
stakeholders join efforts to implement SCP on the ground.
The 10YFP can report success and faced challenges after the
first 5 years (2013-2017), as well as a new strategy for the
following 5 years (2018-2022) of its mandate. The One
Planet Network is the on the ground implementation tool for
achieving SDG 12 and all the other SDG targets related with
sustainable production and consumption, and the
programmes precisely address examples of improved
resource efficiency, regulatory frameworks, innovative
policies, financing approaches and lifestyle changes, as well...

Possible Outline:
1. Define specific/strategic actions to be promoted and financed to address the key
environmental challenges identified based on the Sixth Global Environmental Outlook
Report, the Global Assessment of Natural Resource Use (International Resource Panel)
and the Global Chemicals Outlook, among other major UN assessments.
2. Build on the integrated framework of actions: “3 D’s and E” (de-carbonize, de-toxify,
decouple resource use and change lifestyles, and enhance ecosystem resilience and
protection of the planet’s natural systems);
3. Focus on barriers, challenges and opportunities for the implementation of sustainable
consumption and production patterns, by identifying innovative solutions to enable
actions/scale up actions to meet environmental challenges.
4. Scale up implementation on actions set out in paragraph 8 (a-n) of the Ministerial
Declaration of the third session of the Assembly and support the Plan of
Implementation requested at the Assembly through sustainable consumption and
production patterns;
5. Provide a basis for improvements within UN Environment Programme to develop a
more effective culture of innovation for the implementation of sustainable consumption
and production patterns;
6. Identify and develop mechanisms for scaling up the use of innovative solutions for
meeting the voluntary commitments to contribute to a pollution free planet.
7. Enhance partnerships (including with/between the private sector and civil society) to
accelerate and scale up innovations to activate new financing opportunities and the fair
and equitable sharing of benefits;
8. Identify and develop mechanisms for scaling up the implementation of and financing
innovation of the 10 Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and
Production.
9. Develop a “World We Want” dashboard to collect innovative solutions from every
corner of the world that would build explicitly on the 3D’s and E framework and the
voluntary pollution commitments.

1. Identify and develop mechanisms for scaling up the implementation of and financing
innovation of the 10 Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and
Production.
2. Define specific/strategic actions to be promoted and financed to address the key
environmental challenges identified on the Sixth Global Environmental Outlook Report, the
Global Assessment of Natural Resource Use (International Resource Panel) and the Global
Chemicals Outlook, among other major UN assessments.
3. Build on the integrated framework of actions: “3 D’s and E” (de-carbonize, de-toxify,
decouple resource use and change lifestyles, and enhance ecosystem resilience and
protection of the planet’s natural systems);
4. Focus on barriers, challenges and opportunities for the implementation of sustainable
consumption and production patterns, by identifying innovative solutions to enable
actions/scale up actions to meet environmental challenges.
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Commented [EASK7]: MEXICO: If UNEA-4 is to build
on the main point stated in Paragraph 15 of the UNEA 3
Ministerial Declaration, and in this list of the possible outline
of UNEA-4, mentions paragraph 8 (a-n) of the same
document, our suggestion is to base the meeting on SCP and
include beating pollution as the outcome not as the topic to
be addressed. There is enough material to work with
regarding SCP business cases, success stories, challenges
and realities of implementing sustainable consumption and
production on the ground. We do not share the idea of
defining key environmental challenges again, nor consider
that identifying the need for innovation is enough to
accelerate sustainable development. We think UNEA should
acknowledge that there are concrete and relevant examples
of sustainable consumption and production practices that
can/should be scaled up through innovation and various
actions mentioned in paragraph 8 (a-n) in the UNEA-3
Ministerial Declaration. A new list of actions/activities of a
possible outline is presented.

5. Scale up implementation on actions set out in paragraph 8 (a-n) of the Ministerial
Declaration of the third session of the Assembly and support the Plan of Implementation
requested at the Assembly, through sustainable consumption and production patterns;
6. Provide a basis for improvements within UN Environment Programme to develop a
more effective culture of innovation for the implementation of sustainable consumption and
production patterns.
7. Enhance partnerships (including with/between the private sector and civil society) to
accelerate and scale up innovations to activate new financing opportunities and the fair and
equitable sharing of benefits.
8. Identify and develop mechanisms for scaling up the use of innovative solutions for
meeting the voluntary commitments to contribute to a pollution free planet.
9. Develop a “World We Want” dashboard to collect innovative solutions from every
corner of the world that would build explicitly on the 3D’s and E framework and the
voluntary pollution commitments

Tentative roadmap
The Secretariat proposes the following roadmap for further consideration by Member States:
• 19 April: Initial discussion at the subcommittee of the Committee of Permanent
Representatives
• 10 May: Presentation of a draft concept note/outline to the meeting of the Committee of
Permanent Representatives
• Mid/end of May: Second discussion at a subcommittee meeting
• Mid-June: Discussion and endorsement of the draft concept note by the Bureau of the
Environment Assembly
• June/July: Final concept note posted on the website for guidance to Member States and
stakeholders
• July-October: development of the Executive Director’s report, building on the concept
note
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