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Agenda Item I: Opening of the meeting
1.
The meeting was inaugurated with an opening ceremony on Thursday 11th October 2018
at 9:00 a.m., with the participation of 28 of 33 countries of the region: Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago,
Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. The meeting began with a speech by Ms.
Joyce Msuya, Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, acting
as Secretary of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, who
highlighted the need to take into account the messages of the recent Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report and to make decisions so that future generations will not inherit a
more dangerous planet. In this sense, she stressed the Forum’s approach of agreeing upon
concrete actions, including actions regarding more sustainable life styles, solutions for a more
circular, low-carbon economy. She also emphasised the region’ global leadership, and
commended the progress made on the Escazu Regional Agreement and the preparatory
discussions for the fourth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly.
2.
Afterwards, Rabbi Sergio Bergman, Secretary of Government of Environment and
Sustainable Development of Argentina, as Chair of the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers,
welcomed the participants and highlighted the presidential priority regarding the environment as
a state policy. He called upon Mr. Marcos Peña, Chief of the Cabinet of Ministers, who reaffirmed
Argentina’s commitment with the Convention on Climate Change and with a joint collaboration
with all the countries who wish to coordinate political actions aimed at stopping climate change
and reverting a culture that is damaging the environment and endangering human lives. He also
added that as Chair of the Group of Twenty (G20) an approach is being revised to offer
opportunities and building consensus for fair and sustainable development. By the end of his
speech, he expressed thanks for the attendance of all participants and wished for an agreement
that contributes to the global exchange.
3.
Mr. Siim Kiisler, as Chair of the United Nations Environment Assembly and Estonia’s
Minister of Environment, highlighted the honour of attending the meeting and being able to convey
his key messages: the importance of contributions to the multilateral discussions and the ways of
enhancing the global environment, the outlook of the upcoming fourth session of the Assembly
on innovative solutions for sustainable consumption and production, the relevance and
effectiveness of governmental investments towards promotion of sustainable development, the
importance of waste management and promotion of sustainable energy developments, and the
need to include circular economy in national policies and finally, the importance of social
innovation and education.
Agenda Item 2: Organisation of work
2.1. Adoption of the rules of the meeting
4.
In accordance with the practice of the Forum, it was proposed to adopt the rules of
procedure of the United Nations Environment Assembly, mutatis mutandis, to govern the
proceedings of the meeting. In this sense it was explained that the practice and expectation is to
have the decisions that are adopted by consensus. As a result, the rules of procedure were
adopted under this modality.
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2.2. Approval of the agenda and the calendar of sessions of the meeting
5.
The provisional agenda and the annotated provisional agenda and its calendar of sessions
proposed by the chair were adopted.
6.
The Forum Chair informed the meeting that that the Forum Bureau finishes its functions
on the last day of the meeting of the Forum. In accordance with the practice of the Forum, he
requested the subregional groups to conduct their respective consultations to nominate two
representatives in order to conform the new bureau. With regard to the chair, he highlighted that
it would be appropriate to rotate subregions and, therefore, it is recommended that a Caribbean
country should be nominated.
7.
Lastly, he thanked the work of participants in the preliminary technical meeting and the
achievement of regional consensus which resulted in drafted working documents for ministerial
endorsement. He proposed that, with the common understanding that the declaration of the
Forum should be regarded as a minimum agreement, and that a space for ministers to suggest
new topics in order to add a strategic political voice to give the region a more prominent position
should be opened. The proposal was adopted, and it was suggested for countries to submit to the
Chair practical written proposals agreed by consensus within groups of proposing countries.
Throughout the day, any motions would be collected and in the morning of the following day a
space would be provided to agree upon the final document.
Agenda Item III: Dialogue on opportunities for cooperation and financing of the
environmental agenda
8.
The dialogue on Opportunities for Cooperation and Financing for the Environmental
Agenda was moderated by Ms. Joyce Msuya, UN Environment Deputy Executive Director. The
panellists were Mrs. Jolita Butkeviciene, Director for Coordination of Development for Latin
America and the Caribbean for the European Union; Mr. Gustavo Fonseca, Director of the
Global Environment Fund (GEF); Ms. Marcia Levaggi, Director General of Environmental Affairs
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Argentina and Mr. Gabriel Labbate, Regional
Coordinator of the United Nations Programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and
Forest Degradation (REDD), of the United Nations Environment Programme.
9.
The panel moderator, Ms. Msuya, introduced the panellists and opened the discussion
stressing the importance of financing to achieve sustainable development and noted that,
according to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), in order to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), funding ranging from USD 5 trillion and
USD 7 trillion is needed, with an investment gap in developing countries of about USD 3 trillion.
10.
To begin the panel presentations, the first panellist, Ms. Butkeviciene started her
participation by screening a video showing the cooperation provided by the European Union to
the region in terms of climate change through the EUROCLIMA+ programme. She also
mentioned the technical cooperation provided to the region through projects and exchange of
experiences such as urban mobility, sustainable cities, renewable energies, response to
environmental emergencies, South-South and Triangular cooperation, and design and
enhancement of public policies. She also informed the meeting that the European Union shall
promote a 25% increase in terms of international cooperation in climate change issues in order
to address global challenges and foster private funding. She announced the creation of a green
fund to support small projects such as those implemented in communities and those related to
building and enhancing climate resiliency, for which the Caribbean region shall be a model.
Finally, she repeated that the Latin America and the Caribbean region is a very important ally for
the European Union and noted that there is encouragement for stronger participation in the
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region of European development banks, such as the European Investment Bank (EIB) and the
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD).
11.
During his turn, as the following panellist, Mr. Gustavo Fonseca informed the meeting
that the Latin America and the Caribbean region has benefited from 25% of the support
provided by GEF during the 1991-2018 period, and that the region has implemented innovative
projects and national programmes in the diverse topics supported by the Forum, such as those
related to biodiversity, climate change, desertification of soils, international waters and chemical
products, among others. In the case of biodiversity, for example, there is support for enhancing
the systems of protected natural areas and integrating the importance of biodiversity in the
productive sectors; support is also directed towards the analysis and assessment of the
countries’ natural capital.
12.
Continuing the round of panellists, Ms. Marcia Levaggi presented the work that
Argentina is doing related to the financing of its Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) and
the fulfilment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Ms. Levaggi commented that
Argentina is focused on strengthening its institutional base, in this sense, the national cabinet
includes all the ministers and is where the measures and actions for the implementation of the
NDCs are discussed. He also highlighted the importance of financing, as well as the need to
align financial flows with a low emission economy. She reported that Argentina developed a
document on the alignment of financial flows and NDCs, where the challenges to attract
international financing are presented.
13.
Finally, Mr. Gabriel Labbate shared some experiences on financing, pointing out that
years ago developing a wind or solar farm represented a high risk. On the contrary, at present,
renewable energy is even cheaper than traditional options such as gas, evidenced in cases
such as the United States, Denmark, and the United Kingdom. He stressed the importance of
the role of the state to promote climate investments in the private sector. He also highlighted
that land use, is a sector which has been slower to mobilise sustainable investments, being for
several countries the sector that contributes the most to emissions of greenhouse gases. In this
sense, he recommended promoting food production with less environmental and climate impact
and stressed that the sustainable agriculture sector is facing many challenges. Finally, he
mentioned the example of a project in Indonesia that promotes plantations in areas that do not
cause deforestation, have no impact on biodiversity and generates a considerable amount of
jobs. The project in question has the participation of commercial banks, private investments,
and securitisation schemes.
14.
The Chair of the Forum requested the interventions of Mrs. Monique Barbut, Executive
Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (CLD) and of Cristiana
Pasca, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). They highlighted
the natural wealth of the Latin American and Caribbean region and the challenges faced in
terms of drought, land degradation, restoration, climate resilience, land rights for women and
indigenous groups, technology transfer, systems transformation as well as the need for a new
global framework that integrates climate change, agricultural productivity, and the promotion of
private sector participation.
15.
After the presentations of the panellists, several countries made interventions. Costa
Rica, for example, highlighted that the financing is insufficient as well as the deficiency in the
amount and opportunities available to receive granting. He also pointed out the need for
countries to mobilise domestic resources and have greater coherence in public policy.
16.
Also, Brazil commented that it is necessary to have the opportunity to discuss about
financing mechanisms, the sustainable development goals (SDG) or the transition needs. He
also invited the region to make greater interventions in the renewable energy, forest, and
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chemical agendas, and indicated that financing is important. He concluded by commenting that
financing mechanisms should be instruments of regional integration, invited the region to remain
united and reiterated that regional agendas should be priorities to strengthen national agendas.
17.
Cuba agreed with the previous statements and added that financing is vital to achieve
the objectives of the environmental agenda. Notwithstanding, the financing is ever more
deficient and mechanisms to access these are increasingly difficult. As an example, he
mentioned that Cuba has been trying to access the resources of the Green Climate Fund (GCF)
for several years and it has been impossible. In this regard, he noted that the Forum of Ministers
can align positions to help countries submit projects to the GCF.
18.
For its part, Peru commented that not only greater financing is required, but also the
involvement of the private sector. Thus, if the private sector does not change its production
matrixes, national commitments cannot be achieved. Therefore, it becomes a challenge to get
banks to finance projects related to land use change. In this regard, she recommended greater
contact with private banks in order to influence the conditions of loans and investments to
contain sustainability criteria and get their interest in granting credits for projects and clean
technologies. She concluded by highlighting the need to involve other ministries such as
economy, production, energy, infrastructure, among others so that they incorporate
environmental issues in their projects, given their cross-cutting nature.
19.
Also, Grenada commented on the responsibility of building agendas and plans of action
in the face of climate change, likewise, he pointed out that the Caribbean needs international
support in order to face its extreme vulnerability. He pointed out that the fragmentation and lack
of resources requires considerable coordination, defining how those resources are distributed
and managed. He stressed that resources are increasingly scarce for the most vulnerable
countries, which is the situation of the countries of the Caribbean.
20.
Finally, Haiti mentioned that the marine environment is key for its country taking into
account its location. Haiti intends to accede to the Cartagena Convention as soon as possible,
in particular the Marine Biodiversity Protocol. Haiti requested international support to carry out a
comprehensive study that allows climate action in its territory, impacting the assessment of
carbon stocks in the soil. Haiti pointed out that it is exposed to many natural hazards, for
example, last week 15 people died in an earthquake. The meeting observed a minute of silence
in homage to the persons that died in this natural disaster.
Agenda Item IV: Ministerial Dialogues
Dialogue I: Innovative solutions to detoxify our environment
21.
The first ministerial dialogue addressed the need to ensure a pollution-free environment,
within the framework of sound management of chemicals, marine litter, and waste management.
Mr. Rolph Payet, Executive Secretary of the Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions,
introduced the session, stressing the need to take action, to prevent the impacts from the
unsound management of chemicals and waste, and mentioned a range of successful examples
that are currently taking place in the region.
22.
With regards to chemicals, the dialogue was initiated by Ms. Eneida de León, Minister of
Housing, Land Planning and Environment of Uruguay, pointing out a set of initiatives that the
country is developing in this area, such as the recent law to regulate the use of plastic bags, and
the draft law on integrated waste management. She also highlighted the participation of
Uruguay in the international agenda, such as the “Beyond 2020” process for chemicals, as well
as the importance of the Intergovernmental Network on Chemicals and Waste for Latin America
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and the Caribbean.
23.
The following panellist Mr. Edson Duarte, Minister of Environment of Brazil, recalled the
commitments agreed by the international community to ensure the sound management of
chemicals, which have been integrated within the Agenda 2030 on Sustainable Development,
reflected on the need to “detoxify” cities and hydrographic systems, and informed the meeting
about some recent initiatives in Brazil, such as the national policy on chemicals management, or
the agreement on regulatory cooperation with Argentina.
24.
In relation to marine litter, continuing the presentations of the panel, Ms. Carolina
Schmidt, Minister of Environment of Chile, informed the meeting about the impact of plastics
and microplastics in the oceans, and pointed out some of the actions that Chile is promoting.
These include the increase of marine protected areas, awareness raising campaigns through
beach clean-up activities and the ban on the use of plastic bags, as well as actions to move
towards a circular economy, such as the Law on Extended Producer Responsibility and the
promotion of recycling. She concluded by stressing the fundamental role that women play in
reducing the gender gaps and protection of the environment.
25.
This was followed by the intervention of Ms. Lorna Inniss, Coordinator of the Secretariat
of the Cartagena Convention, who further reflected on the issue of pollution in the Caribbean,
where 80% of marine litter is from land-based sources and affects a range of sectors such as
fisheries and tourism. She stressed the need to prevent the generation of waste at source, as
well as the benefits of regional cooperation.
26.
Afterwards, the last panellist, Mr. Molwyn Joseph, Minister of Health and Environment of
Antigua and Barbuda, informed the participants about the experience of the country in banning
the use of single-use plastic bags, highlighting the consultation processes with society as one of
the key success factors of the regulation. As a result, during 2017 no plastic bags were
imported, and work is in-progress to also restrict the use of polystyrene.
27.
Ending this segment, the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources of Guatemala,
shared with the audience the experience of the country in the use of “biobardas”, a local and
artisanal solution to prevent waste reaching the oceans. This experience is starting to be shared
with neighbouring countries and within the region.
Dialogue 2: Innovative solutions to decarbonise our environment
28.
Rabbi Sergio Bergman, Secretary of Government of the Secretariat of Environment and
Sustainable Development of Argentina moderated this segment. The panellists were the, Mr.
Simon Stiell; Mr. Pablo Vieira, Global Director, NDC Partnership; Gianni López Director of the
Mario Molina Centre in Chile; the Minister of Environment and Energy of Costa Rica, Mr. Carlos
Manuel Rodríguez; and Mónica Araya, Founder and Executive Director of Costa Rica Limpia.
29.
In his intervention, Mr. Simon Stiell Minister of Climate Resilience, Environment, Forests,
Fisheries, Disaster Management, and Information of Grenada, informed about the impact of
climate change in his country where, for example coastal communities have had to be relocated
due to the recent increases in sea level. Mr. Stiell indicated that the transport sector is the key to
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and that electric mobility provides economic as well as
environmental benefits, which is fundamental for energy security, and that therefore Grenada
considered necessary a very ambitious decision in this regard. Along these lines, he explained
that 50% of Grenada’s gross domestic product (GDP) is lost in the transport sector, in the import
of fossil fuels. He added that a regional approach is required to generate economies of scale
and attract private investments.

UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/10

30.
During his presentation, the second panellist Mr. Pablo Vieira, Global Director, NDC
Partnership, explained that we are already 1°C above pre-industrial levels. Latin America and
the Caribbean concentrates 40% of the world's biodiversity, and the difference of half a degree
from 1.5°C to 2°C is very significant in terms of preserving biodiversity. Reducing vulnerability
can reduce social inequality. The region does not make a large contribution in terms of
emissions, nevertheless, it has the capacity to generate the reductions to the necessary
negative levels globally. The transport fleet will triple in the next 25 years, which in a business
as usual scenario implies a 114% increase in emissions.
31.
Mr. Gianni López, Director of the Mario Molina Centre in Chile, following the round of
panellists, indicated that Chile, Dominican Republic, and the cities of Asunción, Paraguay,
Montevideo, Uruguay, and San José, Costa Rica have levels of air pollution, well above the safe
levels determined by the World Health Organisation. This is according to the state of global air1,
where country-by-country pollutants are reported present and premature deaths cause by poor
air quality. The presence of quality fuels in the countries is observed; However, there is also a
lack of regulation regarding vehicle emission standards, unlike in Europe. Consequently, if this
trend continues, the number of premature deaths that are currently registered (140 thousand)
will increase considerably. Likewise, there are markets, such as the Peruvian one, in which
private vehicle sales grow at an annual rate of 20 to 25%. The Global Fuel Economy Initiative
(GFEI) informs that it will not reach the goal of 2 degrees increase, unless the fleet becomes
30% electric by 2030. Regarding the useful life of the batteries of electric cars, it was noted that
in Chile they enter the Extended Producer Responsibility (REP) system. Additionally, it was
mentioned that electric cars are twice as efficient as those that are being sold on average in our
region.
32.
Mr. Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, Minister of Environment and Energy of Costa Rica,
indicated that in his country afforestation was duplicated. During the transition to a 100%
renewable energy matrix, the country tripled GDP and doubled its population, which shows that
economic growth does not have to imply an increase in emissions. In Costa Rica it has been
prohibited to exploit oil and gold reserves for many years, since it was a contradiction with ecotourism and the demand of eco-tourists. Eco-tourism generates income that can be better
distributed among the population.
33.
Ending the round of presentations, Ms. Mónica Araya, Founder and Executive Director of
Costa Rica Limpia, a Costa Rican expert on climate change and low carbon development,
reported that we are living "the electric moment". She clarified that there are many myths and a
lot of resistance around this issue, which is why we must create innovative alliances. It is
necessary to quantify the damage, as done by the MOVE platform (Electric mobility in Latin
America). Finally, he added that electric mobility is not a transportation issue, it is a people
issue.
34.
After the presentations by the panel members, countries including Ecuador expressed
the belief that it is necessary to decarbonise the energy matrix at the same time as transport is
electrified. Cuba indicated that each country must solve the problems with the resources it has.
Brazil expressed the view that it is necessary to discourage private transport and added that the
transition involves the promotion of low carbon fuels.
35.
Venezuela expressed that without changing the pattern of consumption, the problem
cannot be modified. Honduras expressed admiration for the examples presented by Costa Rica
and Chile and requested their support.

1

www.stateofglobalair.org
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36.
The Chair of the Forum concluded that in this region it is necessary that the climate
change platform promotes dialogue on clean transport, beyond the technologies and path
decided by its members.
Dialogue 3: Innovative solutions for decoupling
37.
The moderator of the session, Mr. Carlos Gentile, the Secretary of Climate Change
and Sustainable Development of Argentina, began his participation, highlighting the importance
of sustainable consumption and production in the 2030 agenda and the SDGs, and in light of
the agenda of the fourth session of United Nations Environment Assembly. For this reason, it is
important to have a coordinated voice from the region, and the important advances the region
has made on this topic. He also highlighted the importance of including the private sector and
civil society in the discussion, as well as the challenge of building adequate indicators that
enable work and measure progress on the use and efficiency of natural resources.
38.
The first panellist of this segment, Ms. Izabella Teixeira, co-chair of the International
Resources Panel, presented data and indicators on the demand and increasing use of
resources, which is advancing at an accelerated pace. She stressed the importance of linking
science and policy to solve environmental problems, and to contribute to global agendas such
as the Paris agreements and the SDGs. She highlighted that decoupling is a valuable tool to
increase human well-being, achieve economic growth and reduce the use of resources and
environmental impacts. She mentioned some strategic areas to achieve decoupling in the
region, including the importance of cities and buildings, transport, and mining. She also
underlined that sustainable public procurement can be fundamental in inspiring innovation and
new lifestyles. She announced that the Panel will present a flagship report "Global Report on
Natural Resource Use and Management: The Human Development Report for Natural
Resources" in the Fourth United Nations Environment Assembly. Ms Teixeira concluded her
intervention inviting the countries of the region to join the Panel.
39.
The next panellist, Mr. Siim Kiisler, Minister of Environment of Estonia, and President
of the Fourth United Nations Environment Assembly, highlighted the importance of changing
business models to achieve a more sustainable use of resources. Mr. Kiisler underlined that the
Assembly gives us the opportunity to agree and achieve common international commitments to
empower sustainable initiatives. He also presented three main priorities: environmental data
management; efficient resource management; and involvement of civil society and the private
sector. He shared some examples of web platforms with updated information and live
monitoring of air and water quality in Estonia. He emphasised that through decoupling or with
new business models, there is an opportunity to provide a competitive advantage to sustainable
companies with sustainable business models, and to provide information to consumers.
40.
During her intervention, Mrs. Fabiola Muñoz, Minister of Environment of Peru,
presented some of the environmental challenges that are faced in Peru. Among them, she
mentioned the very low rate of recycling (0.3%), the loss of 150 thousand hectares of forest per
year, and the concentration of the population in the capital (approximately 30%). In this regard,
she pointed out the programs that are currently ongoing to face these challenges. For example,
she referred to the work done with regional governments to address the problem of
deforestation: "Protection, production and inclusion"; the creation of a fund to value biodiversity,
forests, and their products, through the linkage of biodiversity with gastronomy. She also
explained the efforts made in Peru for transparency in access to information and the Escazú
agreement. Finally, she stressed that this is also linked to the fight against corruption.
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41.
The next panellist, Ms. María Claudia García, Vice-Minister of the Environment and
Sustainable Development of Colombia, presented about her country's experience in public
procurement over the past eight years. She underlined the development of specific criteria,
including defining what is sustainable public procurement, based on a life cycle analysis of
goods and services; social and labour criteria; and criteria related to economy, efficiency, and
transparency. She mentioned that Colombia has already developed 26 technical sheets. Lastly,
she spoke about the work implemented in the development of a regional environmental stamp,
which includes certification of products, services and companies taking into account the
sustainable use of biodiversity, or technological proposals that reduce environmental impacts.
She explained that this exercise could be replicated in other countries or regions.
42.
The last panellist, Mr. Elvis Rodas Flores, Under Secretary of the Ministry of
Environment of Honduras, spoke about the country's efforts to work on SDG criteria, linked to a
strategic plan that reflects the country's vision. He also spoke about the development of
indicators in line with national needs and resources, using national information sources and
statistics as well as adequate methodologies, with the objective of changing consumption
patterns and having further scope to produce responsibly. He explained the Strategic
Framework of Production and Consumption in Honduras, which has aspects related to
sustainable cities, tourism, and value chains, with a view of promoting innovation. Mr. Rodas
explained that this document was developed from dialogue and meetings with several public
and private entities and NGOs, among others, and is aligned with national policies and
international commitments, and it is part of country planning efforts towards sustainable
consumption and production, environmental protection, and the search for new opportunities.
Honduras is also working at the institutional level with regulations on energy efficiency, and solid
waste sector. He mentioned the importance of monitoring and evaluation of mitigation
measures. He concluded his intervention indicating that Honduras is committed to improve its
sustainable production and consumption and that they are making important progress.
43.
The representative of Honduras and the moderator of the Panel recognised the efforts of
the United Nations Environment Programme.
44.
The delegate of Mexico made an intervention thanking the panellists and mentioning that
there is still a need to achieve alliances with the private sector and with civil society. She also
highlighted the importance of communication and environmental education.
45.
Finally, Mr. Gentile pointed out that the Fourth United Nations Environment Assembly is
configured as an instrument to advance beyond the environmental agenda towards the
definition of policies, and discussions on development, seeking new partners for the global
environmental agenda.
Dialogue 4: Innovative solutions to enhance ecosystems
46.
The moderator of the panel, Ms. Cristiana Pasca Palmer noted the importance of the
restoration agenda and congratulated El Salvador for promoting the initiative of the UN decade
on ecosystem restoration. She underlined that innovation is about more than just technology,
and that technology cannot fix everything and cannot control nature.
47.
To begin the round of presentations of the panellists, Mrs. Lina Pohl Alfaro, Minister of
Environment and Natural Resources of El Salvador, began by informing that El Salvador
proposed the “Decade of the Restoration of Ecosystems” because it is located in the most
climate-vulnerable region of the world. The idea is not only ecological restoration but also the
restoration of productive ecosystems and landscapes. The political framework and institutional
framework include political parties, but also private sector and civil society. El Salvador has
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launched a working group on restoration and is working on a policy based on environmental
data, and using information on risk and vulnerability, to develop local sustainable development
plans, and local opportunity maps for restoration. These were developed using high resolution
satellite data.
48.
She added, that forty-nine techniques for restoration were developed, alongside a
financial and technical analysis to support restoration programmes and methodologies. The
transition to a restored ecosystem was developed for each zone, with annual action plans in
each of the productive landscapes of El Salvador. The first forest inventory was developed in
high resolution, allowing the country to identify its carbon stocks for all forests, and to better
understand biomass gains and losses. Restoration is an innovative solution and the most
effective solution to face climate change. 160,000 ha have been restored, the target is one
million. She ended by explaining that this is the initiative which underpins the recommendation
to make 2021-2030 the decade on restoration.
49.
The second panellist, Mr. Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, Minister of Environment and Energy
of Costa Rica, presented his country’s experience of integrating ecosystems management into
national development plans and how this contributed to having a better understanding of the
2030 Agenda. Costa Rica is a country which has understood how to use restoration to generate
employment and economic growth. He recalled that in 1975, Costa Rica had the highest
deforestation per capita in the world. There were four times more cows than people, due to
extensive agriculture. This created a tension between short term goals and the need to protect
ecosystems. He added that the Climate Change Convention needs to learn from the Convention
on Biological Diversity, with its global targets on biodiversity. Costa Rica has stopped
deforestation and doubled forest cover.
50.
He noted that most countries with degraded forests do not understand how to begin
restoration, nevertheless. Costa Rica and El Salvador have discovered how to do this in an
inexpensive manner. Unfortunately, the negotiators of the UN Reducing emissions derived from
deforestation and forest degradation UN- REDD programme negotiators did not understand this
in the climate change convention. REDD has been understood as a monitoring mechanism
rather than dealing with the cause of deforestation.
51.
He explained that two political actions have facilitated restoration in Costa Rica. Firstly,
institutions are responsible for the deforestation, and these same institutions cannot restore
without being reconfigured. The Ministry of Environment and Energy is a ministry of
environment, energy, mining, and water. Bringing these sectors together in a single ministry
facilitated the development of more coherent public policies and a more comprehensive view of
how these sectors work together. Secondly, restoration has usually been organised by services
(e.g. forest service, national parks service), which do not work in a coordinated manner. To
solve this problem, these were brought together under a single directorate. The location of the
forest service within the environment ministry seems to reduce deforestation, compared to
locating the forest service in the agriculture ministry. Finally, the application of the polluter pays
principle (e.g. payment for carbon) stimulates incentives for forest preservation. For example, he
revealed that globally 160 times more resources are invested in destroying forest rather than in
protecting it.
52.
The next panellist, Mr. Lucas Assunçao, Head of Trade and Environment at the UN
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), presented on the role of the private sector
in integrating biodiversity and ecosystem services into value chains. The central issue of the
presentation was how the private sector can be more accountable and the role of the state in
facilitating this change. He explained that biotrade is a positive incentive, and that the business
sector responds to three pressures. The first one is represented by consumers that drive the
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way business deal with biodiversity, both promoting conservation and using it sustainably.
Secondly the shareholder pressure that can also push companies to avoid the destruction of
biodiversity. And thirdly, is the search for competitiveness, under this point promoting
biodiversity can be taken as a competitive advantage, thus ends up and can be good business.
53.
He clarified that UNCTAD’s mandate is to promote and facilitate a fair participation of
countries in the global economy. Within environment, the challenge of the CBD is to bring
practical meaning to the concept of sustainable use. The biotrade programme, created two
years ago, aims to do this. Studying trade flows, UNCTAD sees that biodiversity-based products
present a potential of over US$141 billion worldwide. 66% of these come from megadiverse
countries, including Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, Venezuela, and Brazil. Many of these exports are
low value, meaning that there are more opportunities for countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean in pharmaceutical sectors which are increasingly sourcing their materials from the
region. Mr. Assunçao also explained that biotrade is about collection, production,
transformation, and trade in products while fulfilling environmental, social, and economic
sustainability. He explained that biotrade is now a reality that has the objective of a fairer
transition to a greener and more sustainable economy worldwide. For example, he commented
that in Ecuador there is a lot of biotrade work in the fashion industry, while in other countries,
biotrade centres more on food. UNCTAD is active in 46 countries, has supported 3500 value
chains and benefitted over five million people. Biotrade principles were developed in the Andean
region and guide qualification of what is a biotrade product and what is not. UNCTAD support
countries to implement these, as well as promoting market access and tries to support
governments to create a policy environment which facilitates biotrade sectors and value chains.
54.
The last panellist of this segment, Mr. Santiago Gowland, General Director for Latin
America and the Caribbean of The Nature Conservancy, asked if we are measuring the benefits
of protected areas, including social benefits, and whether or not there is sufficient financing for
protected areas. He pointed out that Latin America and the Caribbean already has over 50
million hectares of protected areas, but this is still not enough. Soya alone accounts for billions
of hectares. Taking into account that Latin America and the Caribbean still has three times more
deforestation than other parts of the world, mostly due to extensive agriculture in soya and the
production of meat, Mr. Gowland asked participants to consider changing from incremental and
dispersed approaches to protected areas to a more systematic approach based on landscapes,
water, and ecosystems. For example, the implementation of the Forest 2030 Platform led by
ministers of the region aiming to mainstream the agenda in related policies. The idea is to
generate employment, economic growth, and community development. Forest mitigates 35% of
climate change and is the most effective way to reverse climate damage. However, the
investment in forest preservation is minimal. El Salvador and Costa Rica’s approaches are a
good example on the way forward.
55.
In summary, the moderator Ms. Pasca Palmer noted that innovation often makes us
think of technology, but institutional innovation is important. Trade and the role of the private
sector in integrating biodiversity into supply chains can be a comparative advantage for
business. This is another example of non-technological innovation. She pointed out that we
should also address traditional knowledge and the innovations it can bring, and underlined
gender, since women are often the stewards of natural resources.
56.
During the plenary, the minister of environment of Venezuela commented that there is a
concern about where species come from for biotrade. Baba (cayman or “caiman crocodilus”) is
sought after for its skin. Those who wish to take advantage of a species for its resources should
be responsible for facilitating breeding to replace the lost stock. Countries should guarantee
species reproduction to cover the market demand for extraction, using laws and institutions as
necessary. The Minister of Environment of Brazil noted that there is still a lot to learn about
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biodiversity. Items extracted from biodiversity should have appropriate ecolabelling, to show
where a meat of a wooden chain came from. The Minister of Environment and Natural
Resources of Guatemala congratulated the panel for their presentations. He noted that even
though Guatemala is one of the 20 megadiverse countries in the world, it suffers from being a
drug trafficking bridge, which has contributed to deforestation and 50,000 hectares of forest
was lost in 2016 He raised an alert for other countries, before they suffer from the same
problem and added that, notwithstanding, the presentations of the session provide some hope
for other solutions. An additional paragraph to the declaration relating to this subject had been
proposed by Guatemala to the Secretariat.
57.
Uruguay’s minister of housing, land-use planning and environment highlighted the
importance of the contribution of the Common Market of the South (Mercosur) to the
environmental agenda, not only in biodiversity, but also in the fight against marine plastics and
other environmental issues. Finally, the Under Secretary of Environment of Honduras, explained
that his country had lost 1.6 million hectares due to the pine bark beetle (gorgojo). He supported
the creation of a platform to better share the experiences of Costa Rica, El Salvador, and
others, since their successes in restoration would be very useful in cases of accelerated
degradation such as that caused by the beetle in Honduras.
Agenda Item V: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a control board for the
management of public policies towards integrated and mainstreamed sustainability.
58.
As moderator of the session, Mr. José Luis Samaniego, Director of Sustainable
Development of ECLAC, highlighted that the environmental indicators are the weakest in terms
of monitoring the SDGs according to ECLAC's analysis. He added the need to strengthen the
analysis on the current economic structure of the region that is placing limitations on the
sustainable development of the countries. A proposal would be a joint report of the gross
domestic product (GDP) with a rate of decarbonisation of the economy. The Regional Forum on
Sustainable Development could be the place to experiment with these new metrics and
analyses, and to provide concrete inputs from the region to the High-Level Political Forum.
59.
The first panellist of this segment, Mr. Jose Fidel Santana, Vice minister of Environment
of Cuba, presented the effort made by the country to use Tarea Vida (the climate change plan)
in the 2030 plan that is being finalised. The 2030 Economic and Social Development Plan is
being renewed taking into account the SDGs and other international commitments. In the case
of the Ministry of Environment, it has been leading one of the six axes of the plan, specifically
the one related to natural resources and the environment. To this end, they have called on
many institutions to make an integrated contribution to the plan that takes the SDGs into
account, and the more than seventy international legal instruments.
60.
During his intervention, Mr. José Luis Lopez-Calva, Regional Director of the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP) Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean, presented
some basic principles for the effectiveness of a public policy control board based on the SDGs.
The first principle is the application of an integrated approach that includes the environment.
The second, an effective governance instrument that not only serves for monitoring but also
makes the "trade-offs" explicit. For this, according to the work of the winner of the Nobel Prize
for Economics this year, it is important to change the concepts of space determined by financial
flows to a focus on capital (natural capital, human capital, etc.) for a proper analysis on how a
process leads to deterioration or improvement of capital, and thus be able to analyse the "tradeoffs". He presented some examples of this change related to land management, resilience
building and urban management.
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61.
Finally, Mr. Philip Schonrock, Director of the International Centre for Strategic Thinking
(CEPEI for its initials in Spanish), presented the analysis of the voluntary reports of Latin
America and the Caribbean presented to the High-Level Political Forum and the document on
the progress and good practices of environmental governance in the region that contribute to
the 2030 Agenda. On the one hand, he commented on the existence of 21 structures in the
region for the 2030 Agenda, highlighting not all of them include the ministries of environment.
The exclusion of the environment from the institutional aspect has had negative effects on the
National Voluntary Reports on SDGs. For example, eight countries do not make reference to the
Paris Agreement or other Multilateral Environmental Agreements in their reports. There is no
integrated agenda and, although all of the countries analyse the alignment of their National
Development Plans NDPs with the SDGs, there is a need for greater coherence and alignment
in environmental matters as the silos are not broken.
62.
In conclusion, he highlighted the following messages and recommendations: 1) Increase
the representation of the ministries of environment in 2030 Agenda processes; 2) Improve the
understanding of ecosystem services and their role, and include natural capital in national
accounts; 3) Advance in an integrated approach for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and
create bridges between the implementation of SDGs and Multilateral Environmental
Agreements; and 4) Support regional environmental statistics as there is insufficient data.
Finally, he highlighted the confluence in 2019 of three global summits (SDGs, Climate, and the
General Assembly) and proposed to articulate them so that they do not compete with each
other. It is necessary to defend the consensus achieved in 2015 to expand the opportunities for
compliance of the 2030 Agenda and for the SDGs not to become a checklist but a truly
transformational agenda.
Agenda Item VI: Environmental rights, governance, and access to environmental justice
63.
The Chair of the meeting began Agenda item VI of the Agenda, informing that as a basis
for discussion, the Meeting had document UNEP/ LAC-IG.XXI/9 that explains the approach to
the rule of law in environmental matters, introduces the topic of environmental crimes in Latin
America and the Caribbean, and refers to access to environmental justice, its recent
developments and future prospects.
64.
The moderator of this segment, Mr. Leo Heileman, Director for Latin America and the
Caribbean of the United Nations Environment Program, referred to the rule of law in
environmental matters as a main concept for equity in terms of making progress in the
Sustainable Development Goals as well as access to justice by ensuring a rights-based
approach, and the promotion and protection of environmental rights. Recognizing the progress
in environmental legislation and institutions in the countries of the region, he mentioned that it is
necessary to address persistent challenges in terms of law compliance and prosecution of
environmental crimes. He also mentioned that the region can make an important contribution to
the Global Compact process, based on the experience of the Escazú Agreement, and referred
in particular to the United Nations Environmental Rights Initiative.
65.
To begin the round of presentations of the panel, Mr. Winston Anderson, Judge of the
Supreme Court of Justice of the Caribbean, referred to the main advances and challenges to
consolidate the rule of law in environmental matters and protect environmental rights. First, he
referred to the growing participation of the region in the negotiation of multilateral agreements
and the acceptance of such agreements. There is also important progress in the recognition of
environmental rights in the field of national law, beginning with the incorporation of the right to a
healthy and clean environment in national constitutions, as well as recognition of access to
justice for protection of those rights. That is to say, that increasingly there are more ways for
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citizens to access administrative and judicial remedies, as is the case of popular actions,
unrestricted access, and reversal of the burden of proof. He also referred to the incorporation of
environmental law principles as the precautionary principle and the role of environmental
jurisprudence.
66.
In relation to the challenges, he mentioned in the first place the weaknesses in the
implementation of laws and agreements, in many cases due to limited resources. From a
regional perspective, there is a disparity between the countries, noting that some have been
able to advance more forcefully in the protection of environmental rights, hence there are also
many opportunities for the exchange of experiences and learning through regional and
subregional cooperation.
67.
The next panellist, Mr. Carlos de Miguel, head of the Policy Unit of the Sustainable
Development Division of ECLAC, focused his presentation on the Escazú Agreement on Access
to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, highlighting
its significance as the only legal instrument emanating from Rio + 20, and as the first
environmental legal agreement developed in the region to strengthen environmental rights and
governance, which is based on the characteristics and challenges of our countries and has
cooperation as a central axis . He stressed that for ECLAC it is an honour to be the Secretariat
of this agreement, where the participating countries have the leading role in the process, in a
spirit of good faith and trust and with broad public participation. Regarding the prospects for its
entry into force, he indicated that the agreement was signed by 15 countries since September
27, and other countries in the region are in advanced processes for signature, as well as to
initiate the necessary national instances for its approval. He indicated that eleven ratifications
are required for the agreement to enter into force, but countries can develop early actions to
implement the Agreement, in areas such as the generation of environmental information.
68.
Ms. Silvia Capelli, Senior Environmental Prosecutor of Brazil, began her participation by
referring to the implementation mechanisms of the Rule of Law in environmental matters,
mentioning those of coordination (such as the regional networks of enforcement, enforcement
and compliance with the law and cooperation in judicial matters), communication systems (for
the production and dissemination of guidelines, and technical and legal assistance), the
approach of environmental crimes in relation to other crimes (such as money laundering,
corruption and organized crime), and access to justice.
69.
Regarding the mechanisms to strength environmental rights and access to
environmental justice that can be promoted in the region and at global level, she mentioned
the establishment of specialized prosecutor's offices as a tendency that distinguishes Latin
American countries in particular, and the cooperative work through the Latin American Network
of Public Environmental Prosecution, created in 2008 and which currently brings together more
than 300 prosecutors from 19 countries.
70.
Regarding mechanisms at the global level, the panellist made reference to the Global
Judicial Institute of the Environment created in 2016, the World Declaration of the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) containing the foundations of the State of
Environmental Law, the Brasilia Declaration of 2018 with principles applicable to judicial
interpretation, and the creation of the Global Institute of the Public Ministry for the Environment
with the same purpose of establishing common bases of action, facing the practice of
environmental crimes and being a research centre in environmental law. Finally, she mentioned
the initiative of the Global Environmental Pact to solidify the state of environmental law
throughout the world, a process that has begun this year within the United Nations.
71.
Mr. Néstor Cafferata, Environmental Secretary of the Supreme Court of Justice of the
Argentine Nation, was invited to reflect on the role of judges in the protection of environmental
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rights, particularly of citizens in situations of greater vulnerability. The panellist indicated that
traditional law does not provide adequate responses to the challenges of this time, which are
characterized by two factors: first, the birth of new rights (rights of society as a whole, or of
broad social sectors, referred to as "collective" or "common" goods, of "indivisible nature", such
as environmental law) and secondly, the great importance of international law, the driving force
of environmental law.
72.
The recognition of these new rights imposes changes in both substantive and procedural
law. Environmental law is a right that equals the unequal, protects the weakest in society, and
the poorest sectors, children, the women, the elderly, the indigenous communities, marginal
communities, and nature. Hence, under the environmental paradigm, the principles and
appropriate solutions are based not only on punishment or repression, but on the prevention
and avoidance of harm (precaution and prevention, access to information, citizen participation,
effective access to environmental justice, and the active role of the judge).
73.
In this context, the affected party, groups or classes, holders of diffuse interest, NGOs,
the ombudsman or ombudsman, the environmental prosecutor can take action, and the ruling
has erga omnes effects, or ultra partes, and thereby changes the role of the judge, who passes
from a passive judge, spectator, to an active judge with social responsibility.
74.
There were interventions from Guatemala, Venezuela, and Panama, highlighting the
importance of strengthening environmental governance for the region and referring to national
experiences in this area, such as the creation of environmental prosecutors, as well as the
importance of recapturing initiatives from the region related to recognizing Mother Earth as a
subject of law,
75.
Finally, the conclusions of this Dialogue were provided by Mrs. Mariela Chervin,
Interjurisdictional and Interinstitutional Undersecretary of the Secretary of the Government of
Environment and Sustainable Development of Argentina, who formulated them within the
framework of the mandate of the present meeting of the Forum, focused on action. In this
regard, she stressed that, in order to achieve the state of environmental law or as mentioned by
Dr. Cafferata, the constitutional socio-environmental law status, the panellists have identified a
series of challenges that the region faces.
76.
To this end, the definition of the regional cooperation agenda is key, with a view to
exchanging relevant experiences and learning among the countries, as well as the definition of
the UNEP Environmental Law Program. Cooperation should focus not only on regulatory
development, but also on the implementation phase of environmental policies in this area.
77.
On the other hand, it is, she emphasized the need to conceive new relationships
between the powers of the states, not only focused on mutual checks and balances, but also on
collaboration for concerted and coordinated action on environmental matters.
78.
The Escazú Agreement is a fundamental milestone and a regional road map. Access to
information is identified as an instrumental prerequisite for exercising participation and the right
to the environment, including for access to justice. The development of the countries of the
region in the area of specialized prosecutors and courts is very important and cooperation in this
area can contribute to their implementation in other countries.
79.
As highlighted in the Escazú Agreement, access to justice in environmental matters
includes alternative dispute resolution mechanisms; if the main environmental conflicts are only
submitted to the judicial sphere for their solution, it implies that the remaining powers of the
State have failed, so it is essential to contemplate the participation in all stages of environmental
decision-making processes, as well as alternative dispute resolution mechanisms
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Agenda item VII: Review and adoption of the Forum agreements and the Ministerial
Declaration
80.
Under this agenda item, the ministers examined the recommendations of the segment of
high-level officials with a view to their adoption.
81.
The meeting approved the four proposed decisions; 1. Chemicals, marine litter, and
waste management, 2. Climate change; 3. Consumption and sustainable production: decoupling
economic growth from resource use and environmental impact; 4. Innovative solutions to
enhance the benefits of biodiversity and ecosystems, and the Buenos Aires Declaration,
unanimously.
82.
In the spirit of the proposal made by the Bureau of the Forum and agreed upon at the
beginning of this ministerial segment, the Chair then proposed to discuss the various initiatives
and proposals of countries or groups of countries that were presented in response to the call
made by the Chair.
83.
Regarding how to integrate these contributions and initiatives into the results of the
forum, it was agreed to take note of these in the meeting report, so that they can be elements to
be considered in the planning of consultations and future activities within the framework of the
Forum. In this sense, this opportunity provided by the Chair was held to bring new topics of
interest to the Forum table, with the aim of increasing its strategic value for a broad and
inclusive discussion on issues that may be important for some countries in the region.
84.
Under this premise, the initiatives and ideas compiled by the Secretariat that are
reflected in Annex III of this report were presented.
85.
Firstly, Chile presented a proposal for a commitment to include the gender dimension in
the design and implementation of environmental policies (supported by Argentina, Barbados,
Bolivia, Cuba, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru). and Uruguay). This
initiative was presented with the objective of showing a greater political commitment than the
one already reflected in the Declaration of Buenos Aires, particularly taking into account the
momentum that the first informal meeting of Women Ministers of Environment in the region has
had during this forum, and the opportunity for the region to take leadership in this issue.
86.
After some exchanges regarding the methodology of this segment, and continuing the
presentation of initiatives, Guatemala presented a proposal related to the Green Climate Fund
(supported by Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Grenada, Haiti, Honduras, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic, Uruguay and the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela), urging to start the first replenishment of the fund with a more
ambitious result and to ensure greater access for the Latin American region and the Caribbean,
to resources, for which it is essential to simplify and accelerate the access processes, and also
pointing out the strategic importance of strengthening the presence in the region, for example,
through the establishment of regional sub-offices.
87.
Subsequently, Peru presented an initiative on the involvement of the private sector in the
financing of the environmental agenda (supported by Argentina, Colombia, Ecuador and
Mexico), which highlights the cross-cutting nature of environment and, therefore, the importance
of coordination among the diverse actors and dialogue with private banks to motivate interest in
the granting of credits for projects and cleaner technologies.
88.
Next, Trinidad and Tobago presented a proposal on climate resilience in coastal marine
ecosystems (supported by Argentina, Ecuador, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Peru,
the Dominican Republic, and Uruguay). This proposal is motivated by the deep concern about
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the impacts of climate change on biodiversity and ecosystems, and the challenges faced in
particular by the Small Island Developing States as they depend on their marine resources and
their food security is compromised. In this context, it is emphasized that it is imperative to
promote best practices and deploy technologies and adequate technical knowledge for the
development of a blue economy in line with the Sustainable Development Goals.
89.
After this, Costa Rica presented a proposal on electric mobility (supported by Argentina,
Barbados, Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, El Salvador, Grenada, Honduras, Peru, Saint Lucia and
Uruguay, as well Mexico and Bolivia), highlighting that an important part of air pollution in the
region comes from the transport sector, and that electric transport technologies can help
countries deal with this problem and comply with their Nationally determined Contributions.
Therefore, the countries that adhere to this initiative manifest their willingness to initiate a
dialogue aiming at exploring lines of cooperation and learning in areas such as strategies and
regulatory frameworks with emphasis on urban public transport, financial instruments and /
business models. capacity building, collaboration for pilot projects and creation of innovative
jobs.
90.
In the framework of this agenda item, Peru announced that it will host the Third
Congress of Latin American and Caribbean Protected Areas (III CLAAP), to be held from March
17 to 20, 2019 in Lima under the theme "Well-being and natural solutions for sustainable
development ", inviting the participation of all the countries of the region.
91.
In addition, although they did not present a written proposal in this regard, Guatemala
(with the support of Costa Rica and Honduras), noted the importance of developing work on
illicit wildlife and drugs trafficking, and the impact this has on deforestation. Argentina, for its
part, proposed that this issue be registered as a relevant shared agenda, and as a theme of
interdisciplinary coordination, together with the issue of security and justice linked to the crimes
associated with human, wildlife, and drug trafficking as a subject that affects the environment.
92.
Ecuador presented a proposal related to the recent special report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (supported by Bolivia, Costa Rica, Peru,
Uruguay and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, joined after by Argentina, Guatemala,
Mexico and Honduras), noting that the rapid, profound and unprecedented changes to limit the
global warming to 1.5 ºC that this report proposes, requires developed countries to fulfil their
commitments based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, to enable the
Latin America and the Caribbean region to implement more ambitious goals according to their
capacities and circumstances, and their determined contributions at the national level.
93.
Ecuador also invited the countries to participate in the Second Regional Meeting of the
Environmental Information Network to be held in Quito, Ecuador from November 14 to 16, 2018,
organized jointly with the United Nations Environment Program.
94.
At this point, it was noted that in the context of the presentation of the various initiatives,
some general considerations were made regarding the modality of the sessions of the Forum of
Ministers. Bolivia noted the importance of the ministers and deputy ministers remaining until the
end of the meeting, so that the possibility of making decisions and advancing in making
commitments that are raised in the last moment of the meeting is maintained. Guatemala, for its
part, suggested that instead of approving the results of the forum by consensus, consider the
possibility of approving initiatives and priorities by majority, and thus consolidate the forum as a
democratic process.
95.
In relation to these issues, the Chair of the meeting recapitulated the agreed process to
include the additional initiatives presented by the countries, which represented a valuable
exercise to host topics of interest to Forum members; therefore, it is pending for the next Chair
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and the Secretariat to consider the procedural aspects, regarding the duration of the meeting of
the Forum, the definition of the agenda for the work of the preparatory segment and the
ministerial segment, as well as the modalities that can be more suitable for decision-making and
approvals by consensus or majority.
96.
The Chair also encouraged the countries that have presented and supported the various
initiatives to continue discussing them and consider presenting them in other instances such as
preparatory meetings or Conferences of the Parties to Multilateral Environmental Agreements,
so that they can be taken as an input already formulated at the regional level to work in the
global field.
Agenda Item VIII: Election of the Bureau
97.
The Chair informed the meeting that nominations from all the subregional groups had
been received, and hence the Bureau of the XXII Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of
Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean was integrated as follows:
Chair: Barbados
Vice Chairs:
Argentina
Bolivia
Chile
Guatemala
Grenada
Honduras
Peru
98.
The Ambassador of Barbados, Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, on behalf of the Chair-elect,
expressed her country's gratitude for the election to chair this Forum and to host its next
meeting, expressing the desire to work collectively with the entire region towards the
achievement of a successful forum.
Agenda Item IX: Closure of the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of
Latin America and the Caribbean
99.
After the words of appreciation of the Regional Director of the United Nations
Environment Program and the closing message of the Chair of the XXI Meeting of the Forum of
Ministers, the meeting was concluded on Friday, October 12, 2018 at 4:00 p.m.
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Annex I
Buenos Aires Declaration
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Buenos Aires Declaration
XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of
Latin America and the Caribbean

The Ministers and Heads of Delegation participating in the XXI Meeting of the Forum of
Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, from October 9 to 12, 2018:
Reaffirming that the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean is
a space to contribute to integrate the environmental dimension in the implementation of the
2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals in our region;
Highlighting the efforts made to achieve the objectives of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the commitments taken on within the framework of the Bilateral and
Multilateral Environmental Agreements;
Recognizing the resolutions adopted by the Third United Nations Environment Assembly and
taking into consideration the agreement to fight against pollution achieved by the international
community through the Ministerial Declaration “Towards a pollution-free planet”;
Reaffirming the Human Right to Clean Water and Sanitation as an essential Human Right for
the full enjoyment of life and recognizing that water is the source of life, a factor of integration,
cooperation, and peace among peoples; highlighting the need to focus on assuring that the
water sources are free of pollution;
Bearing in mind that the Fourth Session of the United Nations Environment Assembly will take
place in Nairobi, Kenya, in March 2019, with the main motto “Innovative Solutions for
Environmental Challenges and Sustainable Consumption and Production”;
Acknowledging the development of the Waste Management Outlook for Latin America and the
Caribbean, as a reference document for the design and implementation of policies and
programmes for integrated waste management in the countries of the region, and highlighting
the importance that the United Nations Environment Programme updates the document on a
regular basis, through the strengthening of the capacity of the countries to provide data and
information;
Recalling that the Ten-Year Framework of Programs on Sustainable Consumption and
Production (10YFP) adopted at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
(Rio +20) in 2012 promotes the shift towards sustainable consumption and production patterns,
incorporating different views, models, and instruments, according to the circumstances of each
country, as one of the essential requisites for achieving sustainable development;
Acknowledging UN General Assembly Resolution 71/225, that reaffirms inter alia, small island
developing states remain a special case for sustainable development in view of their unique and
particular vulnerabilities; that calls for the review of progress made in addressing the priorities of
small island developing states through the SAMOA Pathway; and that also decided to convene
a High-level review at the UN Headquarters in September 2019;
Recognizing that the region, and continues to suffer environmental emergencies, including
climate-related and other disasters caused by natural hazards, and industrial accidents, which
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impact the ability of countries to effectively pursue the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable
Development and the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development
(ILAC);
Noting that the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean (Escazú Agreement)
was adopted on the 4th of March, and is open for signatures from September 27, 2018 to
September 26, 2020;
Reaffirming the relevance of Environmental Education as an unavoidable instrument of
environmental management to build citizens that are ethically committed to caring for the
environment;
Recognizing the efforts of the Inter-Agency Technical Committee and the need for continued
and enhanced integrated approaches, strengthened collaborations and cooperation, and the
consideration of new institutional partners to support the implementation of decisions of the
Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, and in scaling up the
implementation of the ILAC;
We agree:
1. To highlight the importance of the 2030 Agenda as a referential action framework for public
policies and, at the same time, highlight the contribution of the Latin American and Caribbean
Initiative for Sustainable Development (ILAC) to follow scheduled activities in the region;
2. To consider the gender perspective as a significant variable for the development and
implementation of public policies on environmental issues, considering the gaps that are present
in the region today and the opportunities that arise from the exchange of experiences on this
matter to meet the 2030 Agenda requirements and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);
3. To request the help of the Working Group on Environmental Indicators to review of the main
Agenda items of ILAC; and to define and note relevant environmental indicators for the region,
consistent with the SDGs, and to monitor the environmental regional progress towards the
adoption of the 2030 Agenda, Samoa Pathway and Sendai Framework, as well as to promote
the dissemination and use of that information;
4. To call the attention of the countries about the importance to develop and sustain
environmental information production, analysis and dissemination systems that include primary
and geospatial data, statistics, and indicators to satisfy regional reporting and monitoring
frameworks, providing support, and coordinating this task with the ILAC Working Group on
Environmental Indicators;
5. To constitute a peer learning space for international and regional cooperation and capacity
building for the implementation of SDGs;
6. To recognize the efforts of the countries, to the best of their abilities, regarding the
implementation of systems of access to information, citizen participation and justice in
environmental matters according to Principle 10 established in the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development; as well as to encourage the countries of the region to
consolidate international cooperation on matters of environmental access rights and strengthen
government institutions and legislation on this matter, inter alia, through the new Program for
the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law (Montevideo Programme V), to be
considered at the next United Nations Environment Assembly, for its implementation from the
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year 2020;
7. To invite the countries of the region to complete their designation of national focal points to
participate in the ongoing revision to the Montevideo Programme for Development and the
Periodic Review of Environmental Rights (Montevideo IV Programme);
8. To recognize the achievements of the region in the development of strategies and national
plans on sustainable consumption and production, and the implementation of sustainable public
procurement policies; and request the support of other financing sources, to develop a Regional
Program to boost the implementation of the Regional Sustainable Consumption and Production
Strategy, in a way done by the European Union with the SWITCH Programme;
9. To encourage the decision-making processes and the design of policies that favour the
transition towards sustainable consumption and production patterns based on scientific
knowledge and tools on the efficient use of natural resources; for this purpose, the support of
the International Resources Panel will be requested to support regional reports on the efficient
use of resources, in order to increase the knowledge and capacities of the countries;
10. To call on the governments of the region to promote models of inclusive, safe, resilient, and
sustainable cities and human settlements, for which support is requested to the United Nations
Environment Programme and the Global Alliance for Buildings and Construction (GABC) to
analyse the development a road map on buildings and low-emission, resilient and efficient
construction;
11. To invite the countries of the region, based on the different national development models,
realities, and capacities, to boost, develop and strengthen public policies and instruments that
promote innovative and sustainable business and ventures, without this representing the
transfer of responsibilities;
12. To urge the international community to recognize the relevance and urgency of the
implementation of measures that are consistent with the objectives of the Paris Agreement,
including the adaptation, mitigation, and provision of means of implementation;
13. Support the process of operationalizing the Platform for the exchange of experiences and
best practices of indigenous peoples and local communities, established within the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, which recognizes the need to reinforce
knowledge, technologies, practices and efforts of local communities and indigenous peoples to
address climate change;
14. To exchange information and experiences in the matter of implementation National
Determined Contributions, and the elaboration of long term strategies towards low greenhouse
gas emission to comply with the Paris Agreement; and promote the development, regional
collaboration, and the exchange of information on national or regional strategies, as well as the
formulation of public policy instruments on innovation, clean technologies and sustainable urban
transport and mobility, according to the realities of each country;
15. To invite the countries of the region to promote the planning and implementation of
adaptation measures based on risk indexes and indicators and other innovative tools; capacity
building and exchange of experiences in monitoring adaptation;
16. To manifest that, Developed Countries must fully comply with the requirements of Article 9
of the Paris Agreement, in relation to the provision of financial resources to Developing
Countries with respect to the provision of assistance in both mitigation and adaptation, and to

UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/10

continue leading the efforts aimed at mobilizing climate finance from a wide variety of sources,
instruments and groups, representing a progression with respect to previous efforts. Likewise, to
strengthen regional cooperation within the framework of the Regional Platform for Cooperation
on Climate Change, through capacity building and cooperation among the countries of the
region, with the support of international cooperation programmes such as EUROCLIMA+ and
REGATTA, to facilitate the regional implementation of the decisions of the Forum of Ministers
on climate change;
17. To promote the adoption of sustainable land management to achieve land degradation
neutrality, as well as promote regional commitment to reverse the process of loss of forest
cover, flora and fauna species, and other key ecosystems, such as grasslands and wetlands, at
the regional level and reinforce actions aimed at recovering and restoring ecosystems;
18. To support the proposal of the Government of El Salvador and the countries of the Central
American Integration System (SICA), requesting the 73rd Session of General Assembly of the
United Nations to designate the 2021-2030 decade as “The Decade of the Restoration of
Ecosystems”;
19. To boost the conservation of biodiversity throughout the territory and through protected
areas, promoting the development of capacities through regional technical cooperation, and to
promote actions aimed at reducing the extinction rates of species, as well as loss of biodiversity
at all levels, genetics, species, and ecosystems;
20. To promote at a regional level the mainstreaming of biodiversity in all sectors, for its
conservation and sustainable use, encouraging innovation in solutions based on nature and
sustainable infrastructure;
21. To recognize the importance to adopt appropriate measures to guarantee access to genetic
resources of biodiversity and fair and equitable sharing of benefits derived from their use.
Likewise, to recognize the need to adopt simplified access measures for non-commercial,
research purposes and also for emergencies that could threaten or damage human, animal, or
plant health, including the genetic information digitally available. The importance of genetic
resources for food and agriculture, and their role in relation to food security, should also be
considered;
22. To reiterate the region's commitment to the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans
by all countries and the protection of the marine biodiversity, including the creation of new, and
enhancing the capacity of existing marine protected areas;
23. To develop a Regional Cooperation Programme on Biodiversity for Latin America and the
Caribbean;
24. To celebrate the approval of the Action Plan for Regional Cooperation in Chemicals and
Waste Management 2019-2020, as a technical cooperation tool to strengthen the capacity of
countries in the effective and coordinated implementation of the international agreements on
chemicals and wastes, and their sound management beyond 2020;
25. To encourage the regional development and adoption of policies and strategies for the
integrated management of plastics throughout their life cycle in order to prevent and reduce
marine litter, including the promotion of mechanisms to restrict single-use plastics and
microplastics, properly managing and minimizing plastic waste, encouraging greater corporate
social responsibility and private sector innovation, as well as strengthening monitoring and
treatment of water bodies;
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26. Support the Caribbean Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) in the ongoing review of the
SAMOA Pathway and their call for scaled-up international cooperation and support for the
implementation of the environmental dimension of the SIDS Sustainable Development
framework;
27. To recognize the importance to respond quickly to environmental emergencies with the
support of United Nations Environment Programme and other relevant organisations, and
commit to work on actions to reduce the risk of these events;
28. To call on the Intergovernmental Network on Atmospheric Pollution for Latin America and
the Caribbean to update the Regional Action Plan and the Resource Mobilisation Strategy,
given the importance of air quality matters in the region;
29. To strengthen environmental education as a cross-cutting issue and provide more support
to the Environmental Training Network of Latin America and the Caribbean to promote
cooperation in the exchange of experiences among the countries of the region, generating
synergies with other initiatives and networks that promote environmental education;
30. To consult and prepare proposals to the XXII Forum of Ministers of Environment of LAC
for the expansion of the membership of the Interagency Technical Committee taking into
consideration regional development banks and agencies, relevant United Nation system
agencies, and other regional technical institutions;
31. To invite International Credit Organizations, cooperation agencies and other entities to
support the implementation of the regional priorities adopted by the XXI Meeting of the Forum of
Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean;
32. To recognize the work being done by the region and the efforts to fulfil the commitments
assumed in the ambit of Multilateral Environmental Agreements, as well as in other
environmental forums, both regional and multilateral non-binding;

And finally, they agreed:
33. To request the Chair of the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin
America and the Caribbean to present this declaration on behalf of the countries of the region in
the Fourth Session of the United Nations Environment Assembly, the Forum of the Countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development and other relevant
environmental forums and processes;
34. To express deep gratitude to the Government of Argentina for its kind hospitality as host of
the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean,
held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from October 9 to 12, 2018
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Annex II
Decisions
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Decision 1:
Chemicals, Marine Litter and Waste Management
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation participating at the XXI Meeting of the Forum of
Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean,
Regional Cooperation on Chemicals and Waste
Recalling Decision 8 of the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment, through which
the Intergovernmental Network of Chemicals and Waste for Latin America and the Caribbean was
established, with the main objective of strengthening the environmentally sound management of
chemical and waste, through regional cooperation and the exchange of information and
experiences;
Also recalling Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goal 12 which specifies, inter alia,
the global target that by 2020, countries achieve the environmentally sound management of
chemicals and all wastes throughout their life cycle, in accordance with agreed
international frameworks, and significantly reduce their release to air, water and soil in
order to minimize their adverse impacts on human health and the environment;
Reiterating the urgent need for concerted action by all countries in the region to effectively
address the health and environmental risks arising from the unsound management of chemicals
and all wastes;
Acknowledging the importance of having regional coordination mechanisms in collaboration with
international organizations and other relevant stakeholders, as well as with the necessary
financial support for the implementation of the sound management of chemicals and waste;
Decide
1. To adopt the Action Plan for regional cooperation on chemicals and waste management
2019-20202 within the framework of the Intergovernmental Network, which addresses the
priority issues for the region.
2. To encourage the countries of the region to support the implementation of the activities
included in the Action Plan, by fostering the exchange of experiences and information,
and promoting the actions included in the Resource Mobilization Strategy 2019-20203 to
enable the effective implementation of the Action Plan.

2

UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/4/Ad.1

3

UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/4/Ad.2
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3. To undertake the necessary efforts for the strengthening of the Intergovernmental
Network, with the support of the Secretariat and other relevant organizations.
4. To highlight the leadership and work developed during this first period by the member
countries of the Steering Committee4 and the focal points of the Network and encourage
the members of the Network to express their interest in being part of the next Committee
for the period 2019-2020.

Marine Litter
Recognizing the urgent need for coordinated action in the region to effectively address the risks
posed to the environment as well as to the human health associated with the growing flow and
accumulation of marine litter and microplastics, increasing the level of pollution in the aquatic
ecosystems;
Recalling Agenda 2030 and Sustainable Development Goals 12, 13 and 14 on responsible
consumption and production, climate action and life below water.
Also recalling the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) resolutions 1/6, 2/11 and 3/7
on marine litter and microplastics and considering the recommendations in them.
Recognizing the several existing global and regional frameworks addressing the issue, including
the Regional Seas Programme, the Open-Ended Expert Group on marine litter established by
UNEA, the Global Partnership for Marine Litter (GPML), the Basel Convention Basel Convention
on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal and, in
particular, the outcomes of the 11th meeting of the Open-Ended Working Group, and encouraging
active participation in these forums.
Recognizing the progress made by the countries in the development of local solutions to prevent
marine litter, as well as in the adoption and implementation of the Clean Seas Campaign, and
encouraging other countries of the region to join the Campaign;
Also Recognizing the need to better utilize and, and where possible, strengthen the existing
regional coordination mechanisms to enforce and accelerate the cooperation in tackling the
issues of marine litter and microplastics.
Decide
1. To increase the efforts of the countries to develop and implement national and regional
plans to reduce marine litter, by developing necessary policies, strategies and
programmes, such as the research and development of more sustainable alternatives to
the use of plastic and microplastics, the restriction and reduction of single-use plastics,
the implementation of extended producer responsibility schemes, the sound management
of waste, and the monitoring and surveillance of water quality, including in coastal zones,
watersheds, ecosystems and wetlands..

4

The member countries of the Steering Committee during this period were: Jamaica and Dominican
Republic (Caribbean); Costa Rica and Mexico (Mesoamerica); Colombia and Peru (Andes); Brazil and
Uruguay (Southern Cone).
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2. To strengthen the existing regional coordination mechanisms such as the Regional Seas
Programme, the Global Partnership for Marine Litter and its Regional nodes, and the Basel
and Stockholm Convention Regional centres, for their suitability to serve as a regional
coordinating platform to strengthen the cooperation on reducing marine litter and
microplastics, including through sharing of information, knowledge and best practices,
capacity building, special events and other similar activities.
3. To invite United Nations Environment Programme, in coordination with other relevant
organizations, to continue to support and promote all actions taken by countries in the
Latin American and Caribbean region in reducing the marine litter and microplastics and
to further strengthen regional collaboration and coordination, including through providing
advice and facilitating the participation of experts in relevant events and capacity building
opportunities in the region.
Waste management
Considering the adverse effects on human health and environment that can be derived from the
unsound management of waste, and aware of the progressive increase in the amount and
complexity of the waste generated;
Acknowledging the efforts of the countries to advance towards the sound management of waste;
Recalling the request to the Secretariat, in Los Cabos Declaration, to develop a regional outlook
on the main challenges and trends in the integrated management of waste;
Acknowledging the development of the Waste Management Outlook for Latin America and the
Caribbean, as a reference document for the design and implementation of policies and
programmes for integrated waste management in the countries of the region, and highlighting the
importance that the United Nations Environment Programme updates the document on a regular
basis, through the strengthening of the capacity of the countries to provide data and information.
Decide:
1. To stress the need to foster sustainable consumption and production, promoting the
prevention, minimization, and recovery of waste over its final disposal, and including
awareness raising and education actions;
2. To agree that the countries of the region will make the necessary efforts to strengthen the
integrated solid waste management, developing policies and strategies necessary to
phase-out the unsound waste management practices, including dumpsites and open
burning;
3. To invite the Secretariat to promote the establishment of a working group or voluntary
coalition between governments and other relevant organizations, in coordination with
other initiatives, to develop a roadmap for the progressive closure of dumpsites and the
effective transition towards the integrated waste management in Latin America and the
Caribbean, including the development of technical and financial guidelines, taking into
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account the different realities in the region, and promoting the sharing of best practices
and experiences.
4. To invite also donors and partners to support governments of the region in the
development and implementation of regional and national plans to achieve integrated
management of waste.

UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/10

Decision 2:
Climate change

The Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean,
Recognizing the ongoing work of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
as the main instrument to implement global climate action, as well as the Paris Agreement as an
important instrument that facilitates the urgent and significant actions needed to address the
growing challenges associated with climate.
Noting with concern the increasing impact of climate-related disasters in the region, such as
hurricanes, floods and droughts; observing the evidence that their severity is increasing due to
changes caused by greenhouse gas emissions; and considering the impact they have on human
lives, livelihoods and the environment, and the resulting humanitarian challenges, including the
management of waste generated by a disaster.
Considering that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Kyoto
Protocol, and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change are the fundamental instruments of
regional cooperation to address climate change.
Recognizing the results of the "Global Warming 1.5ºC" Report of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC); the fact that current commitments place us in a 3ºC temperature
scenario, where damage to the environment and production systems would be irreversible.
Noting with serious concern the IPCC Special Report on 1,5 degrees Celsius and the need for
urgent and ambitious action to avoid catastrophic climate change, in line with the goals of the
Paris Agreement.
Committed to the balance that is required between mitigation and adaptation actions to face
climate change, and the special attention required by the oceans and biodiversity approach in
climate measures.
Convinced of the urgency of the prompt and effective implementation of the Paris Agreement,
and the need to achieve progress on the Work Program in the forthcoming 24th Conference of
the Parties to the Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP24).
Long-term strategies and NDCs
Noting that long-term low GHG emission development strategies and NDCs can help to
institutionalize action on climate change and assess the sensitivity of the economy to climate
change, highlighting opportunities and limitations.
Considering that, in order to make the required change towards low-emission, resilient and
equitable economies, there is a need for a medium and long-term point of view that is integrated
with national development planning processes and strategies, that integrates gender issues, and
has a participatory and transparent approach.
Returning to the need to adopt and implement an integrated approach in the development
policies of the cities established by the SDGs, it is essential to establish close links with the
Regional Action Plan for the Implementation of the New Urban Agenda in Latin America and the
Caribbean (UN Habitat- ECLAC, 2018).
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Innovation and clean technologies
Considering the need to achieve the goal of GHG emission reduction on a large scale and the
role of innovation and clean technologies to achieve this, including, in the transport sector, among
others;
Considering that regional collaboration would help to strengthen capacities and would give a
signal to private actors and the financial sector to make available clean technologies and therefore
lower their total costs; in accordance to national characteristics and conditions.
Considering that there is the opportunity to introduce and improve transport systems and urban
mobility, which are vital for the region, since more than 80% of the population of the region lives
in urban centres, one of the highest rates of urbanization on the planet.
Planning and monitoring adaptation
Recalling paragraph 1 of Article 7 of the Paris Agreement, which establishes the “global goal on
adaptation of enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience and reducing vulnerability to
climate change, with a view to contributing to sustainable development”.
Considering that the majority of the countries have initiated the development and execution of
their National Adaptation Plans and that this is a continuous, progressive and iterative process of
dialogue between different institutional and non-institutional structures, stakeholders and different
sectors and levels of government that follows a country-driven, gender-sensitive, participatory
and transparent approach; whose implementation should be based on priorities established in
relevant national documents, plans and strategies, and should be coordinated with different
national objectives, plans, policies and sustainable development programs.
Considering that, in some cases, it is more efficient to undertake a part of the formulation and
execution process of the National Adaptation Plans, such as climate modelling, vulnerability and
risk assessment, and knowledge management, at the regional and sub-regional level.
Regional Platform on Climate Change
Bearing in mind that, at the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers, held in March 2016 in
Cartagena, Colombia, the Ministers of Environment of Latin America, and the Caribbean agreed
in Decision 7 upon the establishment of the Regional Platform for Cooperation on Climate
Change, with voluntary participation, led by the countries.
Considering that, the main objective of this Platform is the reinforcement of capacities, through
work in three key priority areas: (1) Dialogue and exchange of experiences on public climate
policies and their interrelations with other policies; (2) Climate action in adaptation and mitigation
as well as in losses and damages; (3) Financing and other means of implementation, including
the transfer of technologies, and climate science and capacity building.
Bearing in mind that at the last High Level Intersessional Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of
Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, a consensus was reached to take advantage
of the opportunity represented by the existence of regional and multilateral platforms in the field
of climate change that already have funding and a work trajectory on climate change in the
implementation of the work plan of this Platform.
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Recognizing the need to increase and align climate finance for the effective implementation of
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), strengthening technology transfer and capacity
building.
Decide:
Long-term strategies and NDCs
Strengthen regional and South-South cooperation in relation to development of capacities and
exchange of information and experiences in the implementation of NDCs and development of
long-term low GHG emission development strategies.
Promote regional mechanisms that facilitate new flows of international climate financing directed
to national governments for the implementation of their NDCs and the development of their longterm low GHG emission development strategies.
Innovation and clean technologies
Promote development, regional collaboration, and the exchange of information on national or
regional strategies, as well as the formulation of public policy instruments on innovation, clean
technology, and sustainable urban mobility and transport.
Planning and monitoring adaptation
Promote the exchange of experiences and South-South cooperation for the identification, the
development and implementation of adaptation measures and plans, based on data and climate
change scenarios, using as basis, among others risk maps and other innovative tools.
Support capacity building and exchange of experiences in the integration of adaptation indicators
at the national level to contribute to building resilience across the Latin American and Caribbean
region, recognizing the unique biophysical characteristics and considering the different
approaches and visions our countries have.
Regional Platform on Climate Change
Strengthen regional cooperation in the framework of the Regional Platform for Cooperation on
Climate Change, through capacity building and cooperation among the countries of the region,
as an essential pillar for taking actions to manage climate change, taking into consideration the
particular needs of the countries of the region.
Request donor countries, funds, agencies and cooperation programmes, such as the GEF,
EUROCLIMA + and Regatta, to increase their support to facilitate the regional implementation of
the decisions of the Forum of Ministers on climate change, including activities within the
framework of the Platform, seeking equitable access to all countries, so that the proposed
objectives are achieved.
Appoint the Chair of the Forum of Ministers of Environment as Chair of the Platform, with the
support of the Secretariat of the Forum of Ministers, and in consultation with the countries of the
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region to develop, update and supervise the implementation of the work plan of the Platform,
during their presidency period.
Ensure that, in the execution of the activities of the Regional Platform, efficiency and coordination
are priorities and duplication of efforts is avoided.
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Decision 3:
Sustainable Consumption and Production: decoupling economic growth from resource
use and environmental impact

The Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean,
Recalling the commitments adopted in the framework of Agenda 21 at the Earth Summit of Rio
de Janeiro in 1992; as well as in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation during the World
Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002; and in the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in 2012, which reaffirms that changing unsustainable patterns
of consumption and production is one of the three overarching objectives and essential
requirements for sustainable development;
Considering the Resolution of the United Nations General Assembly 70/1 of September 2015,
Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and affirming the
commitment of the region to achieve their objectives and goals, also recognizing that of the
objective of moving toward sustainable patterns of consumption and production is a crosscutting
element of the 2030 Agenda, which not only contributes to achieving SDG 12 and its associated
targets but also to advancing other related commitments;
Recognizing the Ministerial Declaration of the 2018 High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development, which expresses its concern that decoupling economic growth from resource use
continues to be challenging; and acknowledges the midterm review of and progress achieved in
the implementation of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and
Production Patterns (A/CONF.216/5), including the development of the One Planet network,
which is an important implementation mechanism for Sustainable Development Goal 12; and
agrees to further accelerate action on the 10-Year Framework of Programmes.
Taking into account the San Pedro Declaration of Small Island Developing States of the
Caribbean (SIDS), during the Regional Preparatory Meeting (August 2018), which reaffirms that
SIDS remain a special case for sustainable development, given their unique vulnerabilities and
their constraints in achieving all three dimensions of sustainable development; underscores its
support for the principles of sustainable consumption and production as means of addressing
issues related to waste, chemicals, food, energy, sustainable lifestyles and land management in
an integrated manner; and calls on the United Nations Environment Programme and other
regional organizations to support the establishment of a framework initiative to address the
sustainable consumption and production priorities of Caribbean SIDS in the SAMOA Pathway.
Recalling what was established in the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 69/313 of
July 2015, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development about “continuing the support of developing countries to strengthen their scientific,
technological and innovative capacity to move towards more sustainable patterns of consumption
and production, in particular through the implementation of the 10YFP";

Considering the Fourth United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA4), to be held in March
2019, with the theme of “Innovative Solutions for Environmental problems and Sustainable
Consumption and Production”;
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Recognizing the progress made in the implementation of: i) the Regional Strategy for Sustainable
Consumption and Production and its Action Plan (2015-2016); ii) Decision 6 on Sustainable
Consumption and Production from the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of
Latin America and the Caribbean; and iii) the proposals for action for the Secretariat and Global
Board of the Ten-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production
(10YFP).
Decide to
1) Reaffirm the commitment of the Latin America and the Caribbean region in the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
especially SDG 12 and targets related to sustainable consumption and production; as
well as the commitment of Caribbean SIDS to the implementation of the SAMOA
Pathway, in particular the paragraph 69 related to sustainable consumption and
production.
2) Redouble the efforts of the countries of the region in the implementation of the Latin
American and the Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development, and the Regional
Strategy for Sustainable Consumption and Production; and the regional implementation
of the Ten-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production
(10YFP) and it is strategy “One Plan for One Planet”. For this purpose, countries are
invited to take action on the following points:
a. Request the Regional Council of Government Experts on Sustainable Consumption
and Production and the United Nations Environment Programme, as Secretariat of
the Forum, to update the Action Plan based on the results of the Forum, and the
Fourth Session of the United Nations Environment Assembly.
b. Engage in a dialogue between the countries of the region and the European Union,
to explore the creation of regional cooperation programs on sustainable consumption
and production for Latin America and the Caribbean, taking into account the
important progress on SCP in our region, and considering the best practices and
cooperation mechanisms of the European Union in other regions, such as the
"SWITCH Asia Pacific”, "SWITCH Africa" and "SWITCH Mediterranean" programs.
c. Request the technical support of United Nations Environment Programme’s Latin
America and the Caribbean Office to facilitate dialogue between the European
Community and the Region – Regional Forum of Ministers of Environment,
CARIFORUM and EULAC (European Union - CELAC), and to support the
development of the regional proposals on sustainable consumption and production.
3) Strengthen decision-making processes and the design of policies that favour the
transition towards sustainable consumption and production patterns based on the
scientific knowledge and tools on the efficient use of natural resources. To this end,
countries are invited to take action on the following points, according to their national
priorities:
a. Request the support of the International Resource Panel to:
i.)

Make available to countries of the region the summaries of the reports
translated into Spanish and Portuguese, given their importance for the
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development of national and regional policies and initiatives, based on
scientific information.
ii.)

Develop regional studies, based on global reports when possible and
resources allow, contextualizing the benefits and opportunities to promote
the efficient use of resources in each region.

iii.)

Provide support for the organization of regional roundtables with multiple
stakeholders (private sector, academia, civil society, youth, etc.) on
resource efficiency and decoupling, to enhance knowledge and skills, and
disseminate studies of the International Resource Panel.

iv.)

Support capacity building on global material flows and methodologies for
analysis of material flows to enable national statistical offices in Latin
America and the Caribbean, according to their priorities and capacities, to
report material flow and resource productivity indicators. Such indicators are
needed for monitoring and implementation of several SDG targets, including
SDG 8.4, SDG 12.1 and 12.5.

b. Invite the countries of the region to strengthen the representation of the region in
the International Resource Panel by increasing the number of representatives of
governments and independent scientists in the Panel.
c. Strengthen alliances on innovative solutions for resource efficiency and SCP with
global and regional initiatives, according to the national and regional priorities, and
as appropriate.
4) Call for action to focus cooperation and promote combined actions on priority issues of
the Regional Strategy for Sustainable Consumption and Production, where several
countries in the region are already developing innovative solutions to promote sustainable
consumption and production, which may be scalable and replicable; in the following
areas:
4.1.

Sustainable, Efficient, Resilient and Inclusive Cities. It is essential to advance
in the development and implementation of integrated urban and land-use
planning approaches, as well as the adoption of tools for the efficient use of
natural resources to promote efficient and resilient cities; responding to the New
Urban Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, especially the SDGs 11,
12 and 13. For which countries are invited to participate in the following actions:

a) Establish a dialogue and strengthen the cooperation between Ministries of
Environment and other national authorities related to urban and spatial planning
(including environment, transport, energy, territorial development, and urban
planning, etc.) for the development of sustainable urban and multi-sector planning
policies.
b) Invite countries of the region, according to their national priorities and capacities,
to join The Global Alliance for Building and Construction (GABC) and consider
the development of a roadmap for the region about low-carbon construction and
buildings that are resilient and efficient in the use of natural resources, based on
the guidelines of this initiative and incorporating sustainability criteria in social
housing plans.
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c) Request the GABC provide guidance on the development of sustainable building
codes and certification of sustainable buildings, according to national context and
priorities and where appropriate, and to provide information on the cost of these
measures and their mitigation potential; and to continue to provide a regional
platform to exchange experiences through an annual regional roundtable and to
support alliances between ministries, other national authorities, and private sector
stakeholders throughout the supply chain.
d) Invite all countries to strengthen their efforts to contextualize and operationalize
SDGs goals and indicators at the city level, and promote innovative approaches
in cities, which help to achieve greater resource efficiency and better sustainable
urban and land-use planning.
4.2. Innovative and sustainable businesses: acknowledging that in the region, Micro,
small and medium-sized enterprises, and the productive sector are important
sources for economic growth and employment, and have a key role to increase the
efficient use of resources, innovation and support for sustainable lifestyles, further
action is requested to:
a) Support Micro, small and medium-sized enterprises in the incorporation of tools
that encourage changes towards sustainable consumption and production
patterns, for example through eco-design, innovation, community-based
economy, circular economy-in the context of sustainable consumption and
production, and other sustainable solutions.
b) Support Micro, small and medium-sized enterprises that are implementing
sustainable consumption and production practices to get involved in value
chains and new opportunities for market access.
c) Encourage entrepreneurs working on innovative solutions to face social,
environmental, and economic development challenges through innovative
approaches to increase productivity, sustainability, and innovation.

4.3. Sustainable Public Procurement, Eco-labelling and other social-labelling to
accelerate the efficiency and sustainable use of natural resources. Considering
the progress of the region in the development of national strategies for sustainable
public procurement, as well as work and results of the Sustainable Public
Procurement and Eco-labelling Programme (SPPEL) implemented in seven
countries, with the technical and financial support of United Nations Environment
Programme and European Union, it is requested to:
a)

Support the development of a second phase of a regional project on
sustainable public procurement and eco-labelling (SPPEL) to strengthen and
scale up good practices and the implementation or development of national
plans for sustainable public procurement, with technical support of the United
Nations Environment Programme and other relevant UN Agencies and
cooperation organizations.

b)

Expand the use of sustainable public procurement to accelerate the efficiency
in the use of resources and the adoption of sustainable consumption and
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production patterns, including the attainment of global and national priorities
such as the elimination of single-use plastics.
c) Recognise the initiative for the development of a regional eco-label
(Environmental Seal America), promoted by Colombia, Costa Rica, and
Mexico, and invite other countries who wish to join this initiative.
4.4.

Generate and encourage enabling conditions for citizens to adopt more
sustainable lifestyles.
a)

Strengthen the participation of the region in the 10YFP Program/One Planet
on Sustainable Lifestyles, to work alongside governments, the private sector,
civil society, women, afro-descendants, indigenous peoples and local
communities, and communication media in the development of enabling
conditions that allow citizens to understand the lifecycle of products, and
change their habits, adopting healthier and more sustainable lifestyles.

b)

Take into account different approaches, visions, models, and instruments to
achieve sustainable development and good living, living good, and other
approaches, respecting the traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and
local communities.

c)

Generate and support research, education and innovation platforms to
promote solutions for sustainable lifestyles.

d)

Coordinate environmental education and training processes in the
development of policies and technical-operational tools to generate more
sustainable consumption and production patterns, with the allocation of
adequate financial resources and evaluation and monitoring instruments.

5) Work together in efforts to integrate conservation and the sustainable use of biodiversity
in productive sectors, as well as in the decarbonization and detoxifying of cities, especially
in clean transport, air quality, and integrated waste management, and sustainable urban
lifestyles, which is essential in the fight against climate change, in increasing resource
efficiency and for environmental protection.
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Decision 4
Innovative solutions to enhance the benefits of biodiversity and ecosystems

The Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean,
Recognizing that the Convention on Biological Diversity is the most important global instrument
to promote and ensure the conservation of biodiversity and ecosystem services provided to
society, and the sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable distribution of the
benefits derived from the use of genetic resources;
Highlighting the important role of the Government of Mexico in the organization of the successful
Thirteenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD), the Eighth Meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the Second
Meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and Fair and
Equitable Sharing of the Benefits Derived from its Utilization, whose motto was: “Integrating
biodiversity for well-being”;
Recalling the scope of the thirteenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD), which adopted decisions that favour the implementation of policies
and measures aimed at the integration of holistic and integrated approaches for the
mainstreaming of conservation and the sustainable use of biodiversity in all sectors, particularly
those that depend on biodiversity;
Bearing in mind that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development includes objectives and
goals that are aimed at promoting the sustainable use of ecosystems, combating desertification,
halting, and reversing land degradation, and curbing the loss of biological diversity, for the
sustainable and integral development, and ending poverty in all its forms by applying integrated
approaches;
Recalling that the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its Aichi Targets has an
achievement date in 2020, for which it will be necessary to enhance efforts and think strategically
about the post-2020 global biodiversity framework;
Recognizing the progress of the region in the implementation of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets,
and compliance with Target 11 on protected areas, both marine and terrestrial;
Recalling Decision 10 of the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment, which
emphasized that biodiversity, the conservation and sustainable use of its components, and the
protection and restoration of ecosystems, offer the opportunity to contribute to the application of
the 2030 Agenda and the achievement of several of the Sustainable Development Goals, in an
effective way, even including economic benefits;
Emphasizing that Decision 10 establishes the need to arrange a Regional Cooperation Program
on Biodiversity to support national capacity building, as a strategic opportunity looking towards
the implementation of the objectives of the 2030 Agenda in Latin America and the Caribbean;
Recalling Decision 10 of the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment, which
considers the decision-making that takes into account financing to implement programs of
ecological restoration of degraded ecosystems, that generate connectivity with protected areas,
and re-establish ecosystems to provide environmental functions and basic ecosystem services;
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Bearing in mind the Regional Assessment of the Americas on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES), which indicates that it is expected for the trends of the main drivers of
biodiversity and nature’s contributions to people to increase in the future, with the consequent
increase in the need to improve the effectiveness of governance and policies if biodiversity
conservation and nature’s contributions to people are to be maintained;
Emphasizing that addressing the restoration of degraded ecosystems presents a transformative
opportunity to focus in an integrated manner on the relationship between ecosystem degradation,
desertification and combating climate change, and move towards compliance with the Sustainable
Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda, recognizing the interdependence of ecosystems,
biodiversity and livelihoods, as well as the relationship of the sectors that depend on biodiversity
with these ecosystems that provide essential services through a landscape vision;
Recognizing the initiative of the Government of El Salvador to promote the 2021-2031
Ecosystems Restoration Decade, which guides actions to fulfil the 2030 Agenda and its
Sustainable Development Goals, synergistically with the implementation of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change;
Recalling the Caribbean Trialogue on Pollinators, Food Security and Climate Resilience held in
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic from September 4 to 6, 2018, and taking into account the
numerous contributions of pollinators to the well-being of people in food and agricultural crops.
Recognizing that according to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), invasive alien
species are the third cause of loss of native and endemic biological diversity of countries, and that
goal 9 of Aichi seeks to reduce this risk.
Decide:
1. Promote regional coordination and strengthen efforts to achieve the implementation of the
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its Aichi Targets of the Convention on Biological
Diversity.
2. Specify actions to strengthen regional capacities for the progress of work towards post-2020
global biodiversity framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 2050 Vision for
Biodiversity.
3. Agree on the development of a Regional Cooperation Program for Biodiversity, whose Terms
of Reference are annexed to this Decision, promoting coordination and the exchange of
information to develop specific strategies and plans within the framework of actions which can be
carried out and aimed at towards the mainstreaming of biodiversity and ecosystem services in all
economic sectors, especially those that depend on biodiversity and are relevant to natural life
systems of indigenous peoples and local communities.
4. To invite the Secretariat of the Forum to support the establishment of a working group with the
objective of preparing a roadmap to form the Regional Cooperation Program for Biodiversity
mentioned in the previous paragraph and present its results in the next session of the XXII Forum
of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean.
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5. To Include in the roadmap, the mechanisms of joint actions for the development of knowledge,
experiences, and their application to agrobiodiversity, in agroecological systems and best
practices in sustainable agricultural.
6. Support the proposal of the Government of El Salvador and the countries of the Central
American Integration System (SICA), calling on the General Assembly of the United Nations in its
73rd session to designate the decade of 2021-2030 as "The United Nations Decade for the
Ecosystems Restoration".
7. To encourage the establishment of cooperation actions and joint action among the countries,
in the fight against the illegal trafficking of Wildlife, and request support from the Convention on
Biological Diversity, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Fauna and
Flora Wildlife (CITES) and The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to establish
a framework for joint action against wildlife trafficking.
8. To invite the countries of the Latin American and Caribbean region to take concrete actions for
the restoration of ecosystems at the national and regional level during this decade, integrating
them into policies and plans to address the current development challenges following established
guidelines in the decision of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD/COP/DEC/XIII/5) on the
Short-term Action Plan for Ecosystem Restoration.
9. To invite the countries of the region to strengthen regional wetland management initiatives and
the implementation of the conceptual frameworks included in the Ramsar Convention.
10. Encourage commitments and partnerships among countries, the international community,
civil society, the private sector, and other stakeholders, as well as among sources of financing, to
address the restoration of degraded ecosystems through efficient production systems,
agroecological approaches, conservation agriculture, agroforest, and cattle ranching systems,
among other sustainable agriculture practices.
11. To invite the countries of the Latin America and the Caribbean region, having reached Aichi
target 11 of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) with respect to the percentage of 17%
in terrestrial environments declared as protected area and 10% in In the marine area, to reinforce
efforts for the effective management of these protected areas, to ensure their ecological integrity
and, consequently, the provision of environmental services in favour of the people.
12. To encourage commitments and alliances among countries to prevent the introduction of
invasive alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats, and other species.
13. Encourage commitments and alliances involving indigenous peoples and local communities,
protected by the countries' biological diversity and traditional knowledge, to promote the effective
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implementation of the Nagoya Protocol to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) of the
United Nations.
14. Invite the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to develop efforts aimed at improving
technical capacities, raising baseline information, and mobilizing resources to address the threats
that threaten pollinators in the region, given the multiple benefits they bring to people and the
functioning of ecosystems.
15. To agree to take all the steps that are feasible to promote the mobilization of resources for
the region to address the issues addressed in this ministerial decision.
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Appendix I
Terms of Reference of the Regional Program of Cooperation on Biodiversity for
Latin America and the Caribbean
Background and context
Latin America and the Caribbean constitutes one of the largest and most important in situ
repositories of biodiversity on the planet. Together with the diverse cultures that inhabit these
regions, its international relevance multiplies. In a context of growing human pressures on
biodiversity and the effects of climate change on ecosystems, the need to conserve and
sustainably use biodiversity and its components is becoming increasingly urgent. Different
international instruments and declarations have drawn attention to this situation and the urgency
of adopting measures that reverse and curb levels of biodiversity loss and promote its
conservation and sustainable use. These instruments include, for example, the Strategic Plan for
Biodiversity 2011-2020, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, the Cancun Declaration on the Integration
of Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity for Wellbeing (COP 13, Cancún, Mexico),
the Americas Assessment of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, among other
instruments.
In this context, and as a result of the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of
Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Cartagena, Colombia between March 28-31, 2016, the
representatives of the countries adopted Decision 10 (Integration of Biodiversity for Sustainable
Development in Harmony with the Environment). Paragraph 4 of this Decision establishes the
need to "Establish a Regional Cooperation Program on Biodiversity to support the creation of
national capacities, in order to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and promote the
integration of conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in the agricultural, forestry, mining,
hydrocarbon exploitation, energy, fisheries and tourism sectors5, that will contribute, among
others, to ending poverty, zero hunger, sustainable and integrated development, improvement in
living conditions and the enjoyment of a healthy environment ".
This is related to paragraph 7 of this same Decision, which raises the need to "Promote within the
framework of this Forum [of Ministers], the strengthening of legal and institutional frameworks for
the integration of conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in the different sectors, and the
identification and exchange of good practices for the integration of biodiversity and sustainable
and integrated development ".
As a result of these mandates, the United Nations Environment Program, Regional Office for Latin
America, and the Caribbean, takes the initiative to promote the development of a Regional
Cooperation Program on Biodiversity with the countries of the region. A result that is expected to
be presented at the XXII Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America
and the Caribbean.

5

It is important to note that, while these are priority sectors, countries could also incorporate other sectors that, in
the light of their own interests and national prioritization, they consider deserve attention such as productive
natural ecosystems, economy and finance, transport and communications, among others
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Main objectives of the programme
• Strengthen institutional capacities of the authorities and sectoral officials and of the biodiversity
focal points in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, through coordination,
communication, and information exchange.
• Develop concrete strategies and plans and carry out actions aimed at mainstreaming the
component "biological diversity" in all sectors, particularly those that depend on biodiversity, and
those relevant for indigenous peoples and local communities’ natural life systems, in the
framework of the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant
international agreements.
• Contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, facilitating
the achievement of the objectives and goals related to biodiversity and ecosystems in the
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).
• Collaborate strongly in the development and prioritization of post-2020 actions of the Convention
on Biological Diversity, in accordance with the results on the progress of the Aichi Targets.
• Support the transformational process promoted by the Secretariat of the Convention on
Biological Diversity to adjust the agreement to the challenges of the post-2020 decades.
• Make recommendations at the policy and program level and support the implementation of
international agreements on biodiversity and ecosystems in the countries of the region.
• Strengthen the cooperation, exchange and coordination of the sectoral authorities and officials
and the biodiversity focal points of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean in the
development of national legislation on access to genetic resources, including the genetic
information available digitally, and the distribution of the benefits derived from its use.
• Strengthen regional cooperation and facilitate the exchange of information and good practices
on integrated and sustainable management of ecosystems.
Specific objectives
• Support the development and implementation of a Regional Program of Cooperation on
Biodiversity in the Latin America and the Caribbean region, in coordination with other relevant
initiatives and stakeholders;
• Identify and disseminate funding opportunities among the countries of the region and support
the mobilization of resources to carry out activities related to the area of biodiversity and
ecosystems;
• Facilitate the strengthening of capacities in, inter alia the sustainable use of biodiversity and
integrated management of ecosystems (for example protected areas) access to genetic resources
and benefit sharing, the integration of biodiversity in all sectors, the relation between biodiversity
and climate change, among countries in the region and with other regions, including South-South
cooperation actions and involving to the different actors and with the support of the Convention
on Biological Diversity;
• Promote the generation of knowledge and the development of research activities in the
abovementioned areas;
• Develop a mechanism for information, experiences, policies, projects, and activities, among
others, related to biodiversity and ecosystem issues, between the countries of the region and with
other regions;
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• Identify priorities, challenges, and opportunities, and give recommendations for consideration
by the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean and other
relevant forums;
• Contribute to other objectives on biodiversity and ecosystems as defined by the Forum of
Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean.
Structure and operation:
Members:
The Regional Program of Cooperation on Biodiversity will be composed by the set of focal points
nominated by the governments of the region. Other related stakeholders will also be invited to
designate their respective focal points, international organisations, and relevant stakeholders
including indigenous peoples and local communities in order to encourage their participation and
promote an integrated vision of the actions to be addressed at the regional level.
Steering Committee:
The Regional Program of Cooperation on Biodiversity will have a Steering Committee formed by
two members from each of the sub-regions of Latin America and the Caribbean (Mesoamerica,
Caribbean, Andes, and Southern Cone). The members of the Steering Committee will be
appointed for a period of two years on a rotating basis among the countries of the sub-region.
Secretariat: The Secretariat will support the Regional Program of Cooperation on Biodiversity
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of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, which falls to
the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Program for the
Environment.
Operation:
Members of the Regional Biodiversity Cooperation Program will meet at least once every two
years (depending on available resources) and will hold regular teleconferences. Its Steering
Committee will meet at least once a year and must prepare the program's operating regulations
at its first meeting, establishing the consultation procedures, and consider, if necessary, the extent
of its objectives with the government focal points and the participation modalities of official
delegates of other governments, international organisations and relevant stakeholders including
indigenous peoples and local communities.
Regional action plan:
The Regional Program of Cooperation of Biodiversity must develop a bi-annual regional strategy
or action plan, which will be submitted for approval by the Forum of Ministers. The first regional
action plan will be prepared by a working group made up of the members of the Steering
Committee and experts from other relevant organizations (including indigenous peoples and local
communities), with the support of the set of focal points. The Plan should reflect the priorities of
regional cooperation on biodiversity and ecosystems, as well as the possible actions and
resources needed to carry them out.
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Annex III
Additional proposals and initiatives of countries and
groups of countries
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Annex III
Additional proposals and initiatives presented by groups of countries

Proposal from Chile - Gender
Supported by: Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, México,
Paraguay, Perú and Uruguay

Commit to incorporate the gender perspective in the design and implementation of public
policies on the environment and climate change according to the reality of each country,
and to promote joint work to collect data to identify the gaps faced by the region and
the opportunities that the exchange of experiences on this subject bring, and to integrate
to the meetings of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the
Caribbean a space to monitor progress in this area.
In this way we will be able to progress in the fulfilment of the 2030 Agenda and the
Sustainable Development Goals and that will allow Latin America and the Caribbean to
be the pioneer region in facing this challenge.
Finance chapter
Proposal of Guatemala on the Green Climate Fund
Supported by: Uruguay, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras Dominican Republic, Costa Rica,
Panamá, Colombia, Antigua y Barbuda, Granada, Bolivia, Peru, Venezuela, Haiti and Argentina

Preamble
Taking into account that the Green Climate Fund was established through Decision 1
during COP 16 in Cancun, where it was established that the Green Climate Fund is the
operational entity of the Financial Mechanism under Article 11 of the UNFCCC, with the
purpose of providing financing for climate action under the principles and guidelines of
the COP.
To urge developed countries and the international community to provide new and
additional flows of funding for Latin America and the Caribbean, within the framework of
climate action and sustainable development objectives;
To urge the Board of the Green Climate Fund to urgently begin the first replenishment of
the fund with a more ambitious result and to ensure greater access to resources for Latin
America and the Caribbean;
To request the Green Climate Fund to simplify and accelerate the processes to access
financial resources for climate action and consider strengthening the presence in Latin
America and the Caribbean through different bodies, such as, for example, regional
offices that facilitate the work in conjunction with the Green Climate Fund.
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Proposal of Peru – involvement of the private sector to finance our agenda
Supported by Argentina, Colombia, Ecuador, and Mexico

We recognize the need to increase the involvement of the private sector to increase
funding to support the advancement of the environmental agenda, influencing this sector
to promote a change in the productive matrix including the environmental dimension.
We promote coordination with other ministries such as Economy, Transport and
Production, among others; as well as working to ensure that private banks are interested
in granting credits for projects and cleaner technologies.

Proposal of Trinidad and Tobago – Climate resilience in marine and coastal
ecosystems
Supported by Argentina, Ecuador, Granada, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Dominican
Republic, Uruguay

Preamble:
"Wary that climate change is already having an adverse impact on biodiversity and
ecosystems, including through ocean acidification, and it is expected to become
progressively more pronounced
in the coming decades, and which poses significant challenges to food security,
particularly to small island developing states, which are heavily dependent on marine
resources for economic livelihoods and diversification including through the development
of blue economy and consistent with the sustainable development goals"
Operational:
" To promote best practices aimed at building and maintaining climate resilience of coastal
and ocean ecosystems, including through the exchange of information, experiences,
research and development, and deployment of environmentally sound technologies and
know-how"
Proposal of Costa Rica on Electric Mobility
Supported by Argentina, Chile, Perú, Uruguay, Colombia, Granada, Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador, Santa Lucia, Barbados, México y Bolivia.

Latin America and the Caribbean face the growing challenge of air pollution, which has a
high impact on the quality of life, in general, and on health. Much of this pollution comes
from the transport sector and today, for the first time, there are electric transport
technologies that can help countries to improve air quality and reduce the public health
costs associated with this problem. At the same time, the countries of the region have set
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targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the context of the Paris Agreement. Given
that emissions in the region from transport are increasing, electric mobility can help
countries improve their air quality and meet their nationally determined contributions
(NDC, for its acronym in English).
Additionally, the IPCC has published a special report on the impacts associated with a
1.5 ° C global warming and the options to reduce emissions. This report motivates us to
move forward at a faster pace in climate action, particularly in the transport and electricity
generation sectors.
Many countries in the region have enabling conditions, including having a high electrical
generation with renewable sources (the highest percentage in the world on average), as
well as a high use of public transport - especially buses. With support for electrical
mobility, governments can send a positive signal to the private sector, the financial sector
and consumers to explore national and international partnerships
Our countries express their willingness to start collaborating in this field. Possible areas
of cooperation, learning and dialogue:
a. Learning with respect to the strategies and regulatory frameworks of electric
mobility with emphasis on urban public transport and low emission and resilient
development of the countries
b. Financial instruments and/or business models that promote electric mobility.
c. Creation of capacities and exchange of knowledge and information for the public
and private sector, civil society, users and academia, among others.
d. Collaboration for pilot projects in countries or cities.
e. Explore synergies and opportunities in areas such as public health and the creation
of innovative jobs, such as recharging and digital services related to electric
mobility.
Recognizing that the countries will advance in accordance with their capacities and their
national circumstances, the signatories express our willingness to initiate a dialogue that
allows exploring lines of cooperation, knowledge exchange, good practices, lessons
learned, and opportunities associated with electric mobility.
Proposal of Ecuador - IPCC report on global warming
Supported by Argentina, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, México Honduras, Perú, Venezuela,
Uruguay

Preamble clauses:
Taking into account the relevance and importance of the actions towards limiting global
warming to 1.5 ° C, to be developed under the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capacities;
Recognizing the historical responsibilities held/maintained by developed countries, to
ensure a fair distribution of the remaining global emissions to achieve 1.5 ° C for
developing countries;
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Operating clauses:
To urge developed countries to comply with their commitments regarding financing,
capacity development and technology transfer, in order to enable the Latin American
region to set and implement more ambitious goals in accordance to their national capacity
and circumstances in their Nationally Determined Contributions and thus progressively
achieving the ambition required to limit global warming to 1.5°C, adapting populations
and livelihoods, in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities and the principles and provisions of developing countries and developed
countries under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the
Paris Agreement, highlighting the regional need for urgent action according to the IPCC
special report on Global Warming at 1.5 ° C;
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Ambiente

Sr. Alejandro Nario
Director Nacional de Medio
Ambiente
Ministerio de Vivienda,
Ordenamiento Territorial y Medio
Ambiente
Montevideo, Uruguay
Tel.: (598) 2917 0710 ext
4551/58
alejandro.nario@mvotma.gub.uy
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REPÚBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE VENEZUELA
Sr. Heryck Rangel Hernandez
Ministro
Ministerio del Poder Popular para el Ambiente de Venezuela

Sra. Mariana Hernández,
Directora Cooperación
internacional
Ministerio del Poder Popular para
el Ambiente de Venezuela
Caracas, República Bolivariana de
Venezuela
Tel.: 58+412-391-4817
oiai.minea@gmail.com
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II. Observadores/Observers
1. Agencias y Programas/Agencies and Programmes
PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
(PNUMA/UNEP)
Ms. Joyce Msuya
Deputy Executive Director
United Nations Environment Programme
P.O. Box 47074 Nairobi 00100 – Kenya

Tel.: (+254-20) 762-3386/3416
Fax: (+254-20) 762-4275
joyce.msuya@un.org

Sr. Leo Heileman
Director y Representante Regional
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe

Tel.: (+507) 305-3135
heileman@un.org

Mr. Jorge Laguna-Celis

Secretary of Governing Bodies
Director, Governance Affairs Office

Tel. +254 20 762 3411
lagunacelis@un.org

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
Oficina de Brasil
Sra. Denise Hamú
Representante en Brasil
Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Brasilia, Brasil

Tel.:
denis.hamu@un.org

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
Oficina de México
Sra. Dolores Barrientos
Representante en México
Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
México D.F., México

Tel.:
dolores.barrientos@un.org

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
Oficina del Cono Sur
Sr. José Dallo
Representante Oficina del Cono Sur
Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Uruguay

Tel.:
jose.dallo@un.org

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
Oficina del Caribe
Sra. Alexandra Karekaho
Oficial de Programa Oficina de Jamaica
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe

Tel.:
alexandra.karekaho@un.org
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PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
Oficina de Colombia
Sr. Juan Bello
Representante Oficina de Colombia
Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Bogotá, Colombia

Tel.:
juan.bello@un.org

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
Oficina de Haití
Sr. Maximilien Pardo
Representante en Haiti
Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Haiti

Tel.:
maximilien.pardo@un.org

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
GEF
Sr. Robert Erath
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.:
robert.erath@un.org

Sra. Thais Narciso
GEF Task Manager, Biodiversidad y Degradación de Suelo
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.:
thais.narciso@un.org

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
WCMC
Sra. Judith Walcott
Programme Officer, Climate Change and Biodiversity
UN Environment World Conservation Monitoring Centre
219 Huntingdon Road, Cambridge, CB3 0DL, UK

Tel.:
judith.Walcott@unep-wcmc.org

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
Enlace Argentina
Sr. Agustín Matteri
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe

Tel.:

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL DESARROLLO
(PNUD/UNDP)
Sr. Luis Felipe López-Calva
Subsecretario General de la ONU y Director Regional
del PNUD para América Latina y el Caribe

Tel. +1 212 906-5400
luis.lopez-calva@undp.org

Ms. Matilde Mordt
Regional Team Leader
Sustainable Development and Resilience

Tel: + 507 302 4767
matilde.mordt@undp.org
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UNDP-Panama Regional Hub
Mr. José Vicente Troya
Regional Technical Advisor - Water & Oceans
UNDP - Global Environmental Finance
Sustainable Development Cluster
Bureau for Policy and Programme Support
UNDP - Regional Center for Latin America and the
Caribbean

Tel: +507-302-4636
jose.troya@undp.org

COMISIÓN ECONÓMICA PARA AMÉRICA LATINA Y EL CARIBE
(CEPAL/ECLAC)
Sr. Joseluis Samaniego
Director
Division Desarrollo Sostenible
CEPAL
Santiago, Chile

Tel.: (+56-2) 210-2310
Fax: (+56-2) 208-0484
joseluis.samaniego@cepal.org

Sr. Carlos de Miguel
Jefe de la Unidad de Políticas Públicas para el
Desarrollo Sostenible
CEPAL
Santiago, Chile

Tel. (56-2) 2 210-2310
carlos.demiguel@un.org

BANCO INTERAMERICANO DE DESARROLLO (BID)
Sra. Jennifer Doherty
Especialista de la División de Cambio Climático
Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Sr. Joseph Milewski
Especialista sectorial en Recursos Naturales
Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo
Buenos Aires, Argentina

jvdoherty@iadb.org

Tel: (5411) 4320-1870
josephm@iadb.org

BANCO MUNDIAL (BM)
Sra. Valerie Hickey
Gerente Recursos Naturales y para América Latina
Oficina Regional de América Latina y el Caribe
Banco Mundial
Washington, D.C. Estados Unidos de América

Tel.: (+1 202) 473-1995
Fax: (+1 202) 614-1074
vhickey@worldbank.org

THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY (GEF)
Sr. Gustavo Fonseca
Director de Programación
GEF

Tel.: +1(202) 458 9436
gfonseca1@thegef.org
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BANCO DE DESARROLLO DE AMÉRICA LATINA (CAF)
Sr. Sebastian Abbatemarco
Director de Proyectos de Desarrollo Sostenible
Región Sur
Banco de Desarrollo de América Latina Caracas,
Venezuela

Tel.: +598 – 2917-8223
sabbatemarco@caf.com

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR PROJECT SERVICES (UNOPS)
Sr. Patrick Debels
Coordinador Regional UNDP/GEF + CLME
UNOPS
Cartagena, Colombia

Tel: (+57 5) 664 88 82
patrickd@unops.org

PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA LA ALIMENTACIÓN Y LA
AGRICULTURA (FAO)
Sr. José Antonio Gómez
Coordinador
Proyecto IAPA Visión Amazónica
FAO

Tel: (+57 5) 664 88 82
Gomez@fao.org
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2. Convenios Multilaterales/Multilateral Agreements
CONVENIO SOBRE LA DIVERSIDAD BIOLÓGICA
Sra. Cristiana Pasca Palmer
Secretaria Ejecutiva
Convención de Biodiversidad

Tel.: + 41 22 917 87 40
ailis.rego@cbd.int, florence.blot@cbd.int

Convención de las Naciones Unidas de Lucha contra la Desertificación
y Mecanismo Global (UNCCD)
Sra. Monique Barbut
Secretaria Ejecutiva
UNCCD
Mr. Rajeb Boulharouf
Chief of Staff - Chef de Cabinet
Executive Direction and Management
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD)
Bonn, Germany

Tel.: + 49 228 815 2800
secretariat@unccd.int
Tel: +49 228 815 2810
Fax: +49 228 815 2898/99
rboulharouf@unccd.int

Sr. Juan Carlos Mendoza
Director Gerente Mecanismo MundiaL
UNCCD

CONVENCIÓN DE BASILEA, ROTTERDAM Y ESTOCOLMO
Sr. Rolph Payet
Secretario Ejecutivo
Convención de Basilea, Rotterdam y Estocolmo

Tel.: + 41 22 917 87 40
rolph.payet@brsmeas.org

CONFERENCIA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS SOBRE COMERCIO Y
DESARROLLO (UNCTAD)
Sr. Lucas Assuncao
Jefe de Comercio y Ambiente
UNCTAD

Tel.: + 41 22 917 5731
C.E.: lucas.assuncao@unctad.org

SECRETARÍA DE LA CONVENCIÓN DE CARTAGENA DEL MAR CARIBE
Sra. Lorna Inniss
Coordinadora Regional
Secretaría del Mar Caribe de la Convención de
Cartagena

Tel.: + 876 922-9267-9
lorna.inniss@un.org

NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS (NDC) PARTNERSHIP
Sr. Pablo Vieira, Global Director
NDC Partnership

Tel.: 1 -202 - 729-7600
pablovieira@ndcpartnership.org
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3. Grupos Principales y Sociedad Civil/Major Groups and
Stakeholders
Sr. Pedro Pereira Marques da Cunha
09130
LACEMOS, The Latin America and the Caribbean
contato@pedrocunhaeco.com
Engagement Mechanism
Facilitador Regional de los Grupos
Principales para ONU Medio Ambiente
Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brasil

Tel.:

(55-21)

9911-

C.E:

Sra. Gladys Lorena Terrazas
Red PAZINDE “Paz, Integración y Desarrollo”
Coordinadora de Proyectos
lorena.terrazas@gmail.com
Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Tel.: (591) 7013-9446
C.E.: pazinde@gmail.com

Sr. Mauro André Dos Santos Pereira
Defensora do Planeta
mauropereira@defensoresdoplaneta.org.br
Director Ejecutivo
Rio de Janeiro, Brasil

Tel.: (55-21) 9923-33372
C.E.:

Sr. César Neftalí Artiga
Movimiento Enlaces por la Sustentabilidad
Miembro del Equipo de Coordinación
San Salvador, El Salvador

Tel.: (503) 7210-1221
C.E.: cesarneftali@gmail.com

Sra. Carmen Capriles
Reacción Climática
Coordinadora General
La Paz, Bolivia

Tel.: (591) 6011-7619
C.E.: carmengato@gmail.com

Ms. Nicole Leotaud
Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI)
Executive Director
Trinidad and Tobago

Tel.: (1-868) 638-6062
C.E.: nicole@canari.org
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4.

Invitados Especiales/Special Guests

Sr. Siim Kiisler
Ministro
Ministerio de Ambiente Estonia
Presidente de la Asamblea de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Mrs. Marta Eugenia Juárez Ruiz
Abassador of Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative to UNEP & un-Habitat
Embassy of the Republic of Costa Rica

Tel. +254-205-143-582
mejuarez@rree.go.cr

Sra. Marcia Levaggi
Directora General de Asuntos Ambientales
Ministerio de Relaciones
Exteriores y Culto de Argentina
Sr. Martin Gómez Bustillo
Embajador de la República Argentina en Kenia
Representante Permanente ante
el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente

Sra. Mónica Araya
Fundadora y Directora Ejecutiva
Costa Rica Limpia
Sra. Silvia Cappelli
Procuradora de Justicia Criminal
Ministerio Publico Rio Grande do Sul

Tel. 55 (51) 3295.1255
silvia.cappelli@gmail.com

Sr.Santiago Gowland
Director General para América Latina
The Nature Conservancy

Tel.: 1 (703) 841-5300
santiago.gowland@tnc.org

Sr. Philipp Schönrock
Director
Centro de Pensamiento Estratégico Internacional CEPEI

Tel.: 57 1 300 1051
psm@cepei.org

Sra. Izabella Teixeira
Panel Internacional de Recursos
División de Economía
UN Environment
Mr. Winston Anderson
Justice
Caribbean Court of Justice
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
Sr. Néstor Cafferatta
Secretario Letrado de la Corte Suprema de Justicia de

izabella.monica@gmail.com

Tel. +868-623-2225 ext 3229
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Argentina

wanderson@ccj.org; smedina@ccj.org

Sr. Javier Surasky
Coordinador de Gobernanza
Centro de Pensamiento Estrategico Internacional

j.surasky@cepei.org

IV. Secretaría del Foro/Secretariat of the Forum
Sr. Leo Heileman
Director y Representante Regional
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3135

Sra. Andrea Brusco
Coordinadora Regional de Gobernanza Ambiental
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3138, 305-3100, ext. 3138
andrea.brusco@un.org

Sr. Gabriel Labbate
Coordinador Regional UN REDD
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3168, 305-3100 ext. 3168
gabriel.labbate@un.org

Sra. Adriana Zacarías
Coordinadora Regional de Eficiencia de Recursos
Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3107, 305-3100 ext 3107
adriana.zacarias@un.org

Sr. Alberto Pacheco
Coordinador Regional de Ecosistemas
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3139 305-3100, ext. 3139
alberto.pacheco@un.org

Sr. Jordi Pon
Coordinador Regional de Químicos y Desechos
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3109, 305-3100 ext 3109
jordi.pon@un.org

Sr. Gustavo Mañez
Coordinador Regional de Cambio Climático
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3159, 305-3100 ext 3109
gustavo.manez@un.org

Sr. Francesco Gaetani
Coordinador Regional Ambiente Bajo Revisión
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3150 305-3100, ext. 3150
francesco.gaetani@un.org

Sra. Shaherah Angélica Cumberbatch
Asistente de Reporte
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente

Tel.: (+507) 305-3144, 305-3100 ext. 3144
Fax: (+507) 305-3105
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Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

shaherah.cumberbatch@un.org

Sra. Zuleika Hinds
Asistente de la Directora Regional Adjunta
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe

Tel.: (+507) 305-3130, 305-3100 ext. 3130
Fax: (+507) 305-3105
zuleika.hinds@un.org

Sra. Susana Sanchez
Asistente de Programa
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3142, 305-3100 ext. 3142
susana.sanchez@un.org

Sr. Jose Cornejo
Unidad de Sistemas
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-3117, 305-3100 ext. 3117
jose.cornejo@un.org

Sra. Elisa Vasquez
Unidad de Comunicación e Información
Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente
Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe
Panamá, República de Panamá

Tel.: (+507) 305-31, 305-3100 ext.
elisa.vasquez@un.org

V. Presidencia del Foro/Chair of the Forum
Secretaría de Gobierno de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable
de Argentina/Government Secretariat of Environment and
Sustainable Development
Sr. Sergio Bergman
Secretario de Gobierno de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8286
sbergman@ambiente.gob.ar

Sra. Patricia Holzman
Titular de la Unidad de Coordinación

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8200 int. 7093
pholzman@ambiente.gob.ar

Sra Mariela Chervin
Subsecretaria Interjurisdiccional e Interinterinstitucional

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8317
mchervin@ambiente.gob.ar

Sr. Diego Moreno
Secretario de Política Ambiental en Recursos Naturales

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8436

Sr. Carlos Gentile
Secretario de Cambio Climático y Desarrollo Sustentable

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8682

dmoreno@ambiente.gob.ar

cgentile@ambiente.gob.ar
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Sr. Thierry Decoud
Secretario de Control y Monitoreo Ambiental

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8428

Sr. Juan Trebino
Subsecretario de Fiscalización y Recomposición

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8490

Sra. Diana Vega

Tel.: (+54) 011 5235-0738

Directora Nacional de Cooperación Internacional

dvega@ambiente.gob.ar

Sra. Victoria Lichtschein

Tel.: (+54) 011 5235-0738

Asesora de la Dirección Nacional de Cooperación Internacional

vlichtsc@ambiente.gob.ar

Sra. Mirta Laciar

Tel.: (+54) 011 4328-3890 int. 30

Coordinadora Nacional Subgrupo Nro. 6 Mercosur

mlaciar@ambiente.gob.ar

Sr. Cristhian Eduardo Perez
Asesor de la Dirección Nacional de Cooperación Internacional

Tel.: (+54) 011 5235-0722

Sr. Javier García Espil

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8261

Director Nacional de Gestión Ambiental de Agua y los
Ecosistemas Acuaticos

jgarciaespil@ambiente.gob.ar

Sr. Carlos Merenson
Director Nacional de Biodiversidad

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8550

Sra. Soledad Aguilar

Tel.: (+54) 011 5239-0929

Directora Nacional de Cambio Climático

saguilar@ambiente.gob.ar

Sra. Celeste Piñera

Tel: (+54) 011 4348-8634

Directora Nacional de Evaluación Ambiental

cpinera@ambiente.gob.ar

Sr. Prem Zalzman

Tel.: (+54) 011 4348-8393

Director de Innovación para el Desarrollo Sustentable

pzalzman@ambiente.gob.ar

Sra. Alejandra Acosta

Tel.: (+54) 4348-8425

Directora de Sustancias y Productos químicos

aacosta@ambiente.gob.ar

tdecoud@ambiente.gob.ar

jtrebino@ambiente.gob.ar

chperez@ambiente.gob.ar

cmerenson@ambiente.gob.ar
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