
#breakfreefromplastic
A holistic approach of the plastic pollution issue



150 million tonnes of 

plastics in the ocean





And many economies rely

on fishery activities



More plastic than fish 

in the ocean in 2050



Plastics in the 
ocean is just the 

visible part of the 
plastics issue



Plastic pollution does not 

start when plastics enter 

the ocean



Plastic pollution does not 

start when plastics enter 

the ocean



Plastic = fossil fuel



Plastic production represents 6%  
of global oil consumption



“Petrochemicals are rapidly becoming the largest drive of global oil consumption. They are set to 

account for more than a third of the growth in oil demand to 2030, and nearly half to 2050, ahead 

of trucks, aviation and shipping.”

The main driver of the petrochemical industry’s growing climate footprint will be plastics.

International Energy Agency, October 2018



Plastic pollution does not 

start when plastics enter 

the ocean



Environmentally and socially unsustainable production 

system



Plastic pollution does not 

start when plastics enter 

the ocean



Throw-away culture



Double standards



Plastic pollution does not 

start when plastics enter 

the ocean









Plastic pollution does not 

start when plastics enter 

the ocean



Burning plastics = burning fossil 

fuel





Since 1950, only 9% of plastic was “recycled”



79% of all plastic ever made 

has accumulated in land and

marine environments



It's time to close the tap!



#breakfreefromplastic
The global movement to stop plastic pollution for good



A strategy to get there







Advocating for global binding action





Challenge 

polluting business 

practices and 

models



Recircle + 

frieburgcup





Zero

Waste

cities in 

Europe



Building zero waste cities in Asia



Divest from

petrochemical

s and waste-to-

energy













“The best way to 

predict the future is to 

create it.”
Dennis Gabor, Nobel Prize in Physics



Delphine Lévi Alvarès 

European coordinator 

Break Free From Plastic 

delphine@zerowasteeurope.eu

THANK YOU!


