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The Conference on the Human Environment, held at Stockholm
from June 5 to 16, 1972, was in many respects the most successful international conference held in recent years. In a two-week period it
adopted not only a basic Declaration and a detailed resolution on
institutional and financial arrangements, but also 109 recommendations
comprising an ambitious action plan. 1 The Declaration contains a set
of "common principles to inspire and guide the peoples of the world
in the preservation and enhancement of the human environment."
The resolution on institutional and financial arrangements proposed
the establishment by the General Assembly of the United Nations of:
an intergovernmental Governing Council for Environmental Programmes, to provide gcneral policy guidance for the direction and
coordination of environmental programs; an Environment Secre
tariat headed by an Executive Director; an Environment Fund, to
provide additional financing for environmental programs; and an
* Bemis Professor of International Law and John Harvey Gregory Lecturer on World
Organization, 1-larvarci Law School; LL. B. and DipLSc.M. (John Casimir University),
1 35; LL. M. Harvard, ipo; S.J.D. Harvard, 5958. During the early stages of the
preparatory work for the Stockholm Conference, the author served as the Counselor
on International Law at the Department of State, but he was present at the Conference
merely as an observer for a non-governmental organization, the Commission to Study
the Organization of Peace.
I. The official text of these documents is contained in the REPOET OP THE U.N.
CONFERENCE ON -THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT, U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/4, at 2-65, and
Corr.s (1972). They have been reprinted in CENTRE FOP. EcoNoMIc AND SOCIAL INFoRMATION AT U.N. EUROPEAN } -IEAD(pJARTEAS, ENVIRONMENT: STOCKHOLM (1972) (there
are two editions of this widely distributed document, the second of which though less
colorful is more complete); cc INT'L LEGAL M.Ts. 1416-69 (1972); SWEDISH MINssrjtv
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, FöRENTA NATIONERNAS MIEJOKONFERENS s STOCKHOLM 83-141
(Aktstycken utgivna av Utrikesdepartementet, My serie 11:25; 5972; in English). The
text of the Declaration is also published in 67 DEPT. STATE BULL. 116 (5972).
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interagency Environmental Co-ordinating Board for the purpose of
ensuring cooperation and coordination among all bodies concerned
in the implementation of environmental programs. The Action Plan
concentrates on environmental assessment, through the establishment
of an Earthwatch, designed to identify and measure international
environmental problems and warn against impending crises; environmental management acting on the basis of Earthwatch assessments;
and the necessary supporting measures, including education, training,
and public information.
The success of the Stockholm Conference was based on a complex
preparatory process, during which agreement was reached among the
major groups of countries on most issues, so that only a limited number
of questions had to be resolved at the Conference itself. The preparation for the Conference was primarily in the hands of a small but
well-organized and efficicnt Conference Secretariat, headed by Maurice
F. Strong, former President of the Canadian International Development Agency, a man with an uncanny ability of finding at the last
minute the compromise formula which had eluded everyone else,
and a singleminded persistence which somehow melted the many
obstacles on the path to Stockholm. The papers for the Conference
were the result of a multifaceted interaction between the Secretariat,
panels of independent experts, and intergovernmental working groups. 2
What happened in Stockholm was just the visible top of the iceberg;
a whole mountain of arduous preparatory labor was the necessary
prerequisite of the final success. While many documents are not available, and some stages thus may have been missed, an attempt will be
made in the first part of this paper to trace the main steps of this
intricate legislative process, through which agreement was finally
reached on the Declaration; and in the second part, the text of the
Declaration will be analyzed in detail. Similar studies need to be
made in the future of the other Stockholm documents.
DECLARATION ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

When Sweden suggested in 1968 the convening of an international
conference on the problems of human environment, the main objectives
were to "create a basis for comprehensive consideration within the
2. See, eg., Gardrinr, The Role of the United Nations in Enoironmental Problems,
26 INn. Oso. 237, at 241 (7972); Johnson, The United Nations' lnstitutwnal Response
to Stockholm: A Case Strsdy in the International Politics of Institutional C/wage, id.,

255, at 256,
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United Nations of the problems of human environment," and to "focus
the attention of Governments and public opinion in various countries
on the importance of the problem." 3 These objectives were endorsed
by the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly in
their resolutions relating to the convening of the conference. 4
The idea of a Universal Declaration on the Protection and Betterment of the Environment seems to have been originated by the Intergovernmental Conference of Experts on the Scientific Basis for Rational
Use and Conservation of the Resources of the Biosphere, convened in
Paris by UNESCO in September I968. It was immediately seconded
by the U.N. Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and
Technology to Development,9 and by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.7 The recommendation of the Secretary-General was
in turn endorsed by the Economic and Social Council and the General
Assembly.8
The Preparatory Committee for the Conference, established under
General Assembly Resolution 2581, had before it a recommendation
by the Secretary-General that it draw up a declaration on the human
environment dealing with "rights and obligations of citizens and
Governments with regard to the preservation and improvement of the
. 45 U.N. F.COSOC, Annexes, Agenda Item 12 (Doc. E/4466/Add.$) at 2 (1968).
. ECOSOC Res. 1346, July 30, 1968, 45 U.N. ECOSOC, Siipp. i (Doe. E/4561)
at 8 (1968); G.A. Res. 2398, Dec. 3, 1968, 23 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 18 (Doe. A/7218)
at 2 (sg6g).
. UNESCO, USE AND CONSERVATION OF THE BIOSPHERE: PRocEEDINGS OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE OF EXPERTS ON THE SCIENTIFIC BAsis FOR RATiONAL USE
AND CoNsrRvATI0N OF ri-IF

RESOURCES 01 TilE

BIOSPHERE 229-30

(1970). See also

L.K. CALDWELI., IN DEFENSE OF EARTH: INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION OF THE BIOSPHERE
543 (1972); International Conference on the Biosphere, 14 UNESCO CHRONICLE 414

(1968); UNESCO Doe, SC/MD!9, at 31 (i69); 23 U.N. GAOR, Annexes II, Agenda
Item 91 (Doc. A/7291) at 2 (1968).
U.N. Doc. E/AC.52/L.65, Annex IV, para. 6 (1969).
U.N. Doe, E/4667, 9ECES. 89, 120 (1969). According to the Secretary-General,
one of the objectives of the Conference on the 1-luman Environment could be to adopt:
Certain basic premises and considerations to guide the action of governments and
intergovernmental organizations, as well as of individuals in relation to the
environment. Such premises could include the recognition of the environment as
a public resource essential to the survival of man, the acknowledgment of the
responsibility of governments, local authorities, industrialists, agriculturists, as well
as individual citizens in the maintenance and enhancement of environmental
quality, the need for establishing effective and rational management of the environment and of its resources.
id, para. 89. This report is reprinted in HOUSE COXIMerrEE ON SCIENCE AND AsTRoNAUTICS, A READER IN INTERNATIONAl, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, 924.1 Cong., lit ScM.
69, at 92, 120-21 (1971).
ECOSOC Res. 1448, Aug. 6, 1969, 47 U.N. ECOSOC RESOLUTIONS (Doc. E/4735)
at 5 (1969); G.A. Res. 2581, Dec. 15, 1969, 24 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 30 (Doe. A/763o)
at 44-45 (1970).
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human environment."9 The Committee agreed that a draft declaration
should be presented to the Conference and asked the Secretary-General
to prepare suggestions as to the content of the declaration, after consultation with the Member States. The Committee adopted also several
guidelines for the preparation of the declaration, 10 which were later
endorsed expressly by the Economic and Social CounciL 11
At its second session, the Preparatory Committee established an
Intergovernmental Working Group for the preparation of the draft
declaration on the basis of governments' replies to a questionnaire
sent by the Secretary-General in December 1970.12 The Committee
agreed that the Declaration should be "inspirational and concise"; it
should be "readily understandable by the general public so that it
could serve as an effective instrument for education and stimulate
public awareness and community participation in action for the protection of the environment." While most members of the Committee
felt that the Declaration should contain "universally recognized
fundamental principles recommended for action by individuals, States
and the international community," there was some divergence of views
on the question "to what extent the Declaration should also attempt
to lay down specific guidelines for action." The view prevailed that
the Declaration should merely outline 'broad goals and objectives,"
and that a detailed action program should be embodied in other
documents to be adopted by the Conference. 13 The crucial paragraph
of the Report dealt with the legal effect of the Declaration as follows:
It was pointed out that, by its very nature, the Declaration should
9. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/2, para. 16 (1970).
Its. U.N. Doc. A/CONP.48/PC/6, para. 27(32)—(38)

(ro). These guidelines
were as follows;
() The declaration should be a document of basic principles, calling mankind's
urgent attention to the many varied and interrelated problems of the human
environment, and to draw attention to the rights and obligations of man and State
and the international community in regard thereto.
(36) The declaration would serve to stimulate public opinion and community
participation for the protection and betterment of the human environment and,
where appropriate, for the restoration of its primitive harmony etc., in the interest
of piesent and future generations. It would also provide guiding principles for
Governments in their formulation of policy and it objectives for future international
co-operation.
() In formulating the drclaration on the human environment, due account has
to be taken of the environmental stresses caused by the differences in aocial and
economic development between various parts of the world.
ii.

at 5

in

ECOSOC Res. 1536, July 27, 5970, 49 U.N. ECOSOC, Ssspp. s (Doe. E/4904)

( 1 70).

The text of the questionnaire and the replies of the Governments are reproduced
U.N. Doe. A!CONF.48/PC/WG.s/CRP.4, and Adds and a (1971).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/9, paras. 27-32 (1971).
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not formulate legally binding provisions, in particular as regards
relations between States and individuals, or as between the latter,
which were considered in principle to be governed by national
legislation. The Declaration could, however, in the view of some
delegations, make an important contribution by universally recognizing the fundamental need of the individual for a satisfactory
environment which permits the enjoyment of his human rights.
Other delegations were of the opinion that the Declaration could
contain a separate section embodying general principles elaborating the rights and duties of States with respect to the environment.
Some delegations favoured emphasis in the Declaration on the
responsibilities of States and the need for solidarity in combating
environmental problems.' 4
The Committee also was worried about the relationship between
international and domestic measures, and expressed the view that the
Declaration should "focus on the need for States to legislate internally
to protect and preserve the environment, as well as on the need for
international co-operation for the same purpose."15
Another issue which arose in the Committee later complicated the
drafting of the Declaration. For the moment, the Committee agreed
that "the relationship between environment and development is one
of the issues of crucial importance and it would be useful to make a
particular reference in the Declaration to the protection of the interests
of developing countries."
Fin ally, some representatives expressed themselves in favor of including in the Declaration a definition of the term "human environment," while others felt "that it might be difficult at the present stage
to reach agreement on a satisfactory definition which would not be
unduly restrictive; and that an attempt to formulate a definition might
unprofitably delay the preparatory work on the substance of the draft
Decl aration .lT
The Intergovernmental Working Group on the Declaration had a
diflicult task before it.' It decided to concentrate on a preamble and
a statement of fundamental principles, and referred back to the
Preparatory Committee the question of the need to formulate general
U. at para. 33.
hI. at para. 34.
Id. at para. 3.
Id. at pars. 36.

For an excellent analysis of the principal issues before the first session of the

Working Group, see Robinson, Problems of Definition and Scope, in
AND THE GLOBAL

LAW, INSI1TUTLOIcS

EscvIEolcasrtcT 44, at 74-85 (J. L. Hargrove ed. 5972).
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guidelines for action by states and internatwnal orgatliZatioflS.' 9 While
the Working Group presented to the Preparatory Committee a draft
of a preamble and seventeen fundamental principles, the report
acknowledged lack of agreement on the draft as a whole and on
practically every paragraph of it. In particular, the draft was attacked
on the grounds that it "unduly dissociated the environmental issues
from the general framework of development and development planning, in such a manner as to render it an instrument for purely
restrictive, anti-developmental and 'conservationist' policies," and that
it did not put in the foreft- ont the basic principle that each state has
inalienable sovereignty over its environment. 20
The Preparatory Committee continued to insist that the Declaration
should be "concise and inspirational, embodying the aspirations of
the world's people for a better environment"; 2 ' decided that the
Declaration should not include "specific guidelines for action which
would find their place elsewhere in the programme of the Conference"; and agreed that the Declaration should be based on "well
established principles of international law, notably those embodied in
the United Nations Charter, including the principle of national sovereignty and international cooperation." Views were also expressed
on various portions of the Declaration, and the Working Group was
asked to develop the draft furthcr, without confining itself to the
previous text.22
preamble and
The Working Group produced a new text of
23 principles, differing considerahly from the first one, but in view
of the continuing disagreements its report made clear that this draft
was not to he considered final. 25 Nevertheless, the Secretary-General
expressed the hope that the Preparatory Committee would endorse
the draft texts and submit them to the Conference. 24 In his usual
optimistic spirit, Mr. Strong, the SecretaryGeneral of the Environit

U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC.sI, parAS. 226-34 (1971).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC.12, Annexes I and II (197 1 ), especially Annex II,
paras. 3, 58.
Some delegations felt that the draft fell so short of being inspirational that they
suggested that the Secretariat should engage a professional writer to improve the language o f the Declaration. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC.13, para. 159 (1971).
Id. at paras. 149-65 (1971). The draft Declaration was also criticized at the
51st session of the Economic and Social Council, and some representatives suggested that
"a fresh attempt" be made to reach a consensus on the matter. REPORT OF THE ECOSOC
ON THE WORK or Tm 3111s1 AND 51ST SESsIONS, 26 U.N. GAUR, Supp. 3 (Doe. A/8403)
at 47 (1971).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF'.48/l°C.16, para. 5 and Annex III (1972). The new preamble was largely based on a United States draft. See U.S. Press Release USUN-2(72)
(1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC.i, para. 22 (1972).
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ment Conference, in his opening statement to the Preparatory Committee, commended the Working Group for doing its job well and
for preparing "a compelling document that should give inspiration
and hope to people everywhere"; and expressed his belief that the
document "merits the attention of the Conference in its present
form."25
In introducing the draft to the Preparatory Committee, the Chairman of the Working Group, Mr. Migliuolo (Italy), explained that:
T]he draft prepared by the Group was based on the recognition
of the rights of individuals to an adequate environment, the responsibility of States for damage to the environment of other
States, or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction resulting from activities within their own jurisdiction, and the par.
ticular interests of developing countries.2
The Preparatory Committee recognized that the draft represented "a
realistic attempt to reconcile different views and interests," and that,
though it could be improved upon, "great care should be taken not to
destroy the delicate balance on which it rested." 'Without discussing
the substance of the document, the Committee agreed to forward the
draft to the Conference, it being understood that this action "did not
imply any expression of approval or disapproval thereof on the part
of the Preparatory Committee." It was made clear that all delegations
would remain free to submit to the Conference not only drafting suggestions and interpretative statements but also substantive amendU.N. Doc. CF.SI Ncste/71, at 4 (1972). Ambassador Phillips (U.S.), in a similar
vein noted that the draft represented:
a fairly high degree of consensus among the members of the 27-nation drafting
group, as well as a number of other UN members that sat in as ohscrvrr, and gave
their views. It is of course a compromise document. As a practical niatter it is
doubtful whether it would be advisabic at this stage to seek further changes in
it - given the delicate balance of views in the present text on such questions as
dev&opment and environment, and the degree of responsibility of states to respect
each other's interests in environmental niatters.
While acknowledging that the draft will not fully satisfy anybody, he rxpressed the
view that:
if the Declaration, approximately as it now stands, is adopted at Stockholm, it
will he a highly valuable document, both in educating world public opinion and
in laying at least a foundation for the creation of future international law in the
field of the environment.
U.S. Press Release USUN-15(72), at 4 (1972). Interesting proposals for changes in
the Declaration were suggested by the Secretary of State's Advisory Committee on the
Stockholm Conference, but they do not seesn to have been presented at Stockholm.
For their text see SECRETARY OF STATE'S ADVISORY CostatirrEe ON THE 1972 UNrI-En
NATIONS CONI'ERENCE ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT, STOCKHOLM AND BEYOND
(May

19720.

U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/57, para. 77 (1972).

141-45
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ments.21 The draft was thus saved from further tinkering and was
issued as one of the basic Conference documents, without any indication as to remaining areas of disagreement. 28
In the general debate at the Stockholm Conference many speakers
stressed the importance of the Declaration, and some of them urged
that it be adopted without any amendments, in order not to imperil
the fragile consensus achieved in pre-Conference consultations. Some
speakers, while willing to accept the draft, expressed dissatisfaction
with its inadequate treatment of the needs of developing countries.
Finally, there were some who insisted on their right to propose amendments, and pointed out that many participants in the Conference had
not had a chance to express their views during the preparatory process. 29
Though Mr. Strong implored the Conference not to endanger the
consensus by trying to improve the draft, 3 ° on request of the People's
Republic of China, as amended by Iran, a working group on the
Declaration was established by the Conference. 81 In the Working
Group, China again took the initiative in suggesting amendments
and to the last minute insisted on the adoption of some of its ten
major proposals.32 This opened the way to a blizzard of amendments,33 and it was only thanks to the strong chairmanship of Mr.
Taieb Slim (Tunisia) and the patient work of the rapporteur, Mr.
J3acon (Canada), of the Swedish Legal Adviser, Mr. Hans Blix, and
of Mr. Strong and his associates that, after an all-night session, a draft
emerged on the last day of the Conference. 34
The Working Group agreed on a revised text of 21 of the 23 prinId. at paras. 78-83.

U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/4, Annex (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/I4, at 83 (1972).
U.N. Press Release HE/S/8, at 5 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/14, at 86-88 (1972). China first proposed an ad hoc
committee, but Iran's amendment suggesting a working group instead was accepted by
the Conference.
The sessions of the \Vorking Group were Secret, but the Chinese proposals somehow reached the press. See Stockholm Conference F.CO, June io, 1972, at 1-2 5;
id., June 14, 5972, at i, 8. For an excellent Comment on China's role at the Stock'
holm Conference see Timmler, Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment, 23
AussErcPoLlTIK 45O-60 (English ed., 1972). The principal Chinese amendments may
he found in U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/WG.1/CRP.23 (1972).
For a list of the amendments see U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/INF.7, at 17 - 18 (1972).
Some of them are discussed in C. PELT. & C. CAsE, UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON
THE 1-TuMAN ENVIRONMENT: REPORT TO THE SENATE, 92d Cong., ad Sess. 6-7 (1972)
[hereinafter PELL-CASR REPORT].
For good descriptions of the final stage of the drafting of the Dedaration, see
Jacobsen. A Call to Enrironrnenta-1 Order, 28 BULL. OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS, Sept.
5972, at 21-22; Keys, Stockholm plus and minus, 17 WORLD FEDFRALIST, July/August
1972, at SC—TI; Mcl.in, Stockholm: The Politics of 'Only One Earth', 7 FIELDST&FF
REPORTS (West Europe Series), June 1972, at 8-9.
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ciples submitted by the Preparatory Committee; added four new
principles; decided to refer to the General Assembly of the United
Nations old Principle 20 relating to the supplying of information by
states on activities within their territory which might have an adverse
effect on the environment in areas beyond their jurisdiction; and
referred to the plenary session for final decision old Principle 21 relating to nuclear weapons which China considered too narrow as it did
not include 'inhuman biological and chemical weapons." Other
states, without asking for further amendments, made interpretative
statements which became part of the record, while China repeated its
reservations. The Conference decided to add a revised version of old
Principle 21 as new Principle 26, and adopted the Declaration by
acclamation. 3
Once the painful process of hammering out the principles was concluded, many states voiced praise for the final result. During the
debate in the plenary session, the Indian representative said that "the
Declaration represented an important milestone in the history of the
human race," and that it was "a startingpoint in the task of making
the planet a fit place for future generations." He expressed the hope
that the governments of countries not represented at the Conference
- the Soviet Union, Cuba, and other Communist countries (with the
exception of Romania and Yugoslavia) - would also subscribe to
"the principles enshrined in the text." 3 The representative of Chile
felt that "the Declaration constituted a point of departure for a process
which would continue well into the future," and emphasized that it
was 'a provisional document that might be improved in the future." 87
The most positive statement was made by the representative of Canada
(J.A. Beesley), who considered the Declaration as "a first step toward
the development of international environmental law."38 In his concluding speech, Mr. Strong stated: "What many sceptics thought would
only be a rhetorical statement has become a highly significant document
reflecting community of interest among nations regardless of politics,
ideologies or economic status."39
The decisions of the Stockholm Conference were submitted to the
General Assembly of the United Nations, which referred the matter
to its Second Committee. The debate was opened by Mr. Strong who,
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/14, a 113-19, and Annex ii (1972).
Id. at 113. The USSR and other Eastern European countries boycotted the Con.
ference to protest the exclusion of East Germany.
Id.at ii6.
Id. at 115; U.N. Press Release HE/SI79, at 3 (1972).
Id. at 5.
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even more forcefully than at Stockholm, hailed the Declaration as a
major achievement. He noted that:
It is the first acknowledgement by the community of nations of
new principles of behaviour and responsibility which must govern
their relationship in the environmental era. And it provides an
indispensable basis for the establishment and elaboration of new
codes of international law and conduct which will be required to
give effect to the principles set out in the Declaration. 40
The representative of Kenya supported the Declaration's 26 principles, "for they were 'common convictions' which reinforced the
Principles and Purposes of the Charter of the United Nations." 41 The
representative of Yugoslavia felt that the Declaration, despite its shortcomings, "was a well-balanced document, represented a moral and
political commitment and provided a basis for launching joint international action." He also expressed the hope that the Declaration
"would also stimulate countries to adopt a more positive approach to
environmental problems." 42 In a similar spirit, the representative of
Ghana was hopeful that "the international community would regard
itself as committed by the Declaration to resolve the problems of the
planet," and noted the link in the Declaration between development
and environment, which was of vital importance to the third world. 45
The representative of China pointed out that the Declaration was
"a marked improvement on the original draft and reflected some of the
reasonable demands of the developing countries," but his delegation
continued to have reservations with regard to some of the principles
it embodied.44 The representative of Chile considered that the text of
the Declaration "lacked ideological balance . . . and should be revised," as the United Nations should not attach "special priorities to
a problem like that of the human environment, which was important
only to a limited number of States." 45 The Soviet representative, while
complaining about the exclusion of the German Democratic Republic
from the Stockholm Conference, and though his delegation rejected
various decisions of the Conference, stated that in principle his delegation was "not opposed to the current session of the General Assembly
taking note of the Declaration." He emphasized, however, that this
Statement by Manrice F. Strong . . . before the Second Committee of the
General Assembly . . . , 1 9 Oct. 1972, at 2-3 (mimeo,) (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/C.2/SR.1469, at 6 (prov. ed. 5972).
U.N. Doe. A/C.2/SR.1470, at 5 (prov. ed. 1972).
U.N. Doe. A/C.2/SR.1471, at 4 (prov. ed. 1972).
4. U.N. Doe. A/C.2/SR.1472, at 16 (prov. ed. 1972).
45. U.N. Press Release GA/EF/i4o6, at 5 (1972).

1973 / The Stockholm Declgrciiion

433

"did not imply agreement with all its provisions." 46 The representative
of South Africa announced that his delegation could not accept the
Declaration as it contained an unwarranted reference to South Africa's
internal policies with respect to apartheid, and claimed that the Declaration could not be described as having been unanimously adopted. 47
After this discussion, the Committee adopted a widely sponsored
draft resolution in which the General Assembly was asked to note
with satisfaction the report of the Stockholm Conference, and to
draw the attention of governments and of the newly established
Governing Council for Environmental Programmes to the Declaration. This draft resolution was adopted by 103 votes to none, with 12
abstentions (the Soviet bloc and South Africa) . The plenary session
of the General Assembly adopted this text on December 15, 7972, as
Resolution 2994, by 112 votes to none, with io abstentions.4° The
U.N. for. A/C.2/SR.1470, at 12 (prov. ed. 1972).
In its only contribution to the preparation of the Declaration, its reply to the ques.
tionnaire circulated by the Secretary-General, the Soviet Union made, bier rtha, the
following points:
[Tihe Declaration might recommend general principles for the formulation of
State policies and the main trends of action by international organizations in connexion with the problem of the environment, emphasizing the importance of
international Co-operation on a bilateral, regional and world basis in order to solve
this problem.
[Tihe Declaration slsould be a relatively brief document, suitable for distribution
through the mass media and readily accessible to the general public.
[T]he Declaration obviously should not include any provisions concerning relations
between a State and its citiZens or between individual citizens. These relations
are de6ned by national legislation, as is consonant with the sovereign right of each
State.
The Declaration should not over-dramatize the problem of the environment
[The Declaration should state] that the causes of impairment of the environment
and the gravity of the problem differ from coo otry to country and that this rleprnds
on the manner and degree of socin-econnnlic developnient.
[T]he Declaration should be universal in character [and the following wording
should be inserted in it]: "In accordance with the spirit of the Charter of the
United Nations, all States concerned have pledged themselves to take individual
or collective action for the achievement of a solution to the problem of the
environment."
in order to make the Declaration re8ect the relationship, which is of special interest
to the developing countries, between the pcoblem of the environment and the
sorb-economic problems of development, the text of the Declaration might usefully point out that the solution of these problems would be substantially assisted
by State planning of the extraction and utilization of natural resources.
The Declaration should embody general principles which can he recommended to
Governments as guidelines for individual and collective action to improve the
environment. Among these it is especially important to emphasize the principle
of the inalienable sovereignty of States over thrir natural resources.
U.N. Doc. A/CQNF.48/PC/WG.I/CRP.4/Add.2, at 4-6 (1971).
U.N. Doc. A/C.2/SR.1479, at 4 (prov. ed. 1972).
U.N. Doe. A/8rsi, paras. 5-9 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/FV.2112, at 6 (prov. ed. 1972).
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General Assembly also dealt with several other resolutions which bear
on the interpretation of the Declaration; they will be considered in
appropriate places in the next part of this essay. The Declaration did
not really come through the Assembly unscathed, but the text itself
was not tampered with in the Assembly as all agreed that it would be
too dangerous to upset the fragile balance reached at Stockholm. It
remains to be seen how the Declaration will survive in practice and
what use will be made of it by governments and the environmentalists.
COMMENTS ON THE DECLARATION'

The Declaration consists of a preamble and a set of principles. As in
many other international documents, the Preamble is an important part
of the document and the principles need to be considered in light
of it. Consequently, the issues raised by the Preamble will be considered here first, paragraph by paragraph.
Dcclaration of the United Nations Conference
on the Human Environment
The United Nations Conference on the Human Environment,
Having met at Stockholm from 5 to 16 June 1972,
Having considered the need for a common outlook and for common principles to inspire and guide the peoples of the world in
the preservation and enhancement of the human environment,
Comment. As noted in the previous section, the object of the
Declaration is to provide both inspiration and guidelines for the
governments and peoples of the world. From the beginning some of
the draftsmen tried to prepare a Declaration primarily inspirational,
informative, and educational in character, designed to stimulate public
concern over a few selected issues, thus leading indirectly to the required political action. Others claimed that, without losing its inspirational character, the Declaration should provide specific guidelines
for individual, national, and international action. It was argued that
the first approach demands a fairly concise text which could be easily
disseminated by mass media and could also serve as a convenient instrument for education. The second approach would require, on the
5o. In the preparation of this comment, the author relied on the original questionnaire of the Sccretary-Gerieral, the replies of various governments, and the drafts and
the deliberations of the Working Group, the Preparatory Committee, and the Stockholm
Conterence. As most of these documents have not been pnblished, it proved possible
to provide detailed references only in some instances.
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other hand, a more elaborate statement, couched in more legalistic
language, with consequent loss of public appeal. The compromise
was to attcmpt to achieve both goals through the device of combining
a more literate preamble with a more legalistic set of principles.
Neither goal was really achieved. The Preamble has all the marks of
a committee draft, loaded with favorite phrases of various members,
while the principles are not very legalistic, with a few exceptions such
as Principles i, 7, and 21. The final dividing line seems instead to
be between a description of the present sad state of affairs and
hopeful guidelines for better behavior in the future. It is in this spirit
that the introduction to the Declaration speaks of 'the need for a
common outlook and for common principles to inspire and guide the
peoples of the world in the preservation and enhancement of the
human environment."
The other issue which had to be resolved before detailed drafting
could begin related to the addressees of the Declaration. Should it he
addressed to the governments of the world, to individuals, or to the
world's peoples? Should it take man as its measure and speak of his
rights and duties, or should it in a traditional fashion deal only with
the governments, their shortcomings, their responsibilities, and their
rights? While paragraph 7 of the Preamble deals with all levels
individuals, organizations, local and national governments, and international institutions the introductory phrase of the Declaration,
inspired by a similar phrase at the beginning of the Charter of the
United Nations, is addressed to "the peoples of the world." Unlike the
Constitution of the United States, which opens with the single "peopk,"
the Charter and the Declaration recognize the pluralistic nature of
the present world society and use the plural "peoples." Even in the
face of the dire peril which the Declaration loudly proclaims, it proved
too difficult to accept the vision of the unity of mankind, of one people
single and indivisible, embarked on a common journey toward a
better future. The founders of the United States, at the very moment
when the country was falling apart, dared to use the magic, unifying
word "people"; the draftsmen of the Declaration, in an allegedly more
realistic spirit, compromised on "peoples," certainly an improvement
on "countries," "nation s," or "governments."
I

Proclaims that 1. Man is both creature and moulder of his environment, which
gives him physical sustenance and affords him the opportunity
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for intellectual, moral, social and spiritual growth. In the long and
tortuous evolution of the human race on this planet a stage has
been reached when, through the rapid acceleration of science and
technology, man has acquired the power to transform his environment in countless ways and on an unprecedented scale. Both
aspects of man's environment, the natural and the man-made, are
essential to his well-being and to the enjoyment of basic human

rights - even the right to life itself.
Coin ment. This convoluted paragraph combines three staccato
phrases of the first draft of the Working Group, which made the
following points:
Man is the nucleus of all efforts to preserve and enhance the
environment;
Man's life is affected by his environment which in turn is affected
by his activities;
The maintenance of a safe, healthy and wholesome environment
is indispensable to man's well-being and to the full enjoyment of
his basic human rights, including the tight to life itself; 51
People started tinkering with these phrases immediately, some trying
to get rid of the reference to "the right to life itself," others trying to
bring into the forefront of the document the relationship between
environment and development by adding at the end of the third
sentence the words "and the fruits of economic and social development .5 2
Rejecting the "artificial and disjointed pattern" of the first preamble,
the United States suggested rewriting it "in a connected narrative
form a series of paragraphs in which the reader can grasp not only
51. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC.12, Annex I. at i ( 1971). Compare this draft with
an earlier, more elaborate Canadian draft which would have started the Declaration as
follows
Whereas there is a fundamental human need for an environment which permits the
fulkst enjoyment of basic human rights as enumerated in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights including the right to life;
And whereas human life on the planet earth is dependent upon land, air, water
and the sun, and upon other forms of life on earth;
And whereas human life is also dependent upon the maintenance of the ecological
balance of the biosphere;
And whereas human life it affected by environmental processes and influences
which are in turn affected by human activities;
And whereas human beings use the resources of the biosphere for their physical,
mental, social and economic development; .
U.N. Dec. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i/CRP.4/Arld.2, at a (1971).
a. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.481PC.i2, Annex II, at 3 (1971).
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the ideas but the logical connection between them." The U.S. representative explained his idea at some length:
if the traditional UN preamble can be said to have any organizing
principle at all, it is simply additive: A plus B plus C. Each idea
is self-contained, set off by its inevitable participle - looking like
one item in a row of parts waiting for some mechanic to assemble
them. That is not the ideal way to convey a complex set of ideas,
let alone to make them inspire.
It is important to keep in mind that the subject we have in hand,
the human environment, is still a new subject to most of the
people of the world whom we hope to reach. It is complex and
easy to misunderstand. We canliot expound it clearly and bring
it fully to life for a world audience unless our presentation of
ideas is not only relevant and true but clear and cogent. If this is
well done, and if some talented persons can he found to make the
diction suitably euphonious and elevated, our Preamble can serve
not only as a convincing introduction to the Principles, but also
as an instrument for enlightenment in its own right, addressed to
decision-makers, publicists, students, voluntary organizations and
public opinion generally: people whose support is rather important
to the world environmental effort in years to come.
Let me sum up, and conclude, by suggesting four points as to
what the Preamble should and should not be:
i. It should serve not only as a factual and conceptual point of
departure for the Fundamental Principles but also as an educational document in its own right.
2. It should set forth basic, relevant facts and conclusions about
the world's environmental problems and the need for action at
various levels but without becoming involved in questions of
rights and duties which are the province of the operative section.
. It should be organized in narrative style and thus form a
logical and connected whole.
. It should be inspirational, not merely in the aesthetic sense
but in the sense of conveying intellectual and moral conviction. 53
To show how this can be done, he introduced the following draft
of the first paragraph (words later omitted are in italics):
i. Man is both creature and creator of his environment. His
physical needs are circu m scribed by age-long evolution in his
terrestrial home. But his intellect and his social and moral nature
have set him free from time immemorial to transcend and trans53. U.S. Press Rckasc USUN-2(72), at i—a (1972).
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form wild nature, and thereby to create for his innumerable
progeny a better and more fully human life. Both aspects of man's
environment, the natural and the man-made, are essential to his
well-being and to the enjoyment of basic human rights - even the
right to life itself.54

While he had iess luck with his other paragraphs, this one escaped
the Working Group's gauntlet almost unscathed, and the Working
Group sent to the Conference the following text (with changes indicated in italics):
i. Man is both creature and moulder of his environment. His
physical needs and capacities are conditioned by age-long evolution in his terrestrial home. But his intellect and his social and
moral nature have set him free from time immemorial to transcend
and transform wild nature and to build his own society and culture,

and thereby create for his progeny a better and more fully human
life. Both aspects of man's environment, the natural and the
man-made, are essential to his well-being and to the enjoyment
of basic human rights even the right to life itself.'
The beginning and the end of the draft survived the Conference,
but the in-between section was given a different twist from that
originally intended. The final text points out more clearly the relationship between man and his environment, the mutual interdependence,
and the reciprocal influences both for better and for worse. At the
same time, the final text refuses to credit the natural processes of
evolution with having developed man's physical needs and capacities,
and simply notes that the environment has given man not only
physical sustenance but also afforded him the opportunity for intellectual, moral, social, and spiritual growth. This is but a pale
version of the earlier ringing statement that man's "intellect and his
social and moral nature set him free from time immemorial to
transcend and transform wild nature and to build his own society
and culture." Man's 'social and moral nature" gave way to a mere
"opportunity for intellectual, moral, social, and spiritual growth," but
at the same time the draftsmen got rid of the somewhat incompatible
idea in the earlier draft that man's nature was not only social and
moral hut also wild, and needed to be transcended and transformed.
Doubtful animalistic theories of human nature were thus replaced
by a more sociological approach, giving credit more to the conditioning
5. Id. 15 3.
. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at i ( 1972).
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effect of the environment and the new opportunities provided to man
by improvements in the environment, rather than to a victory of Dr.
Jekyll over Mr. 1-lyde in the man-beast's breast.
The middle sentence pays proper obeisance to the role played by
science and technology in providing mankind with the power to transform the environment on an unprecedented scale. It was lifted from
the second paragraph of the earlier draft in order to provide at the
very beginning a counterpoise to the cries of some young environmentalists who have blamed science and technology for our present
predicament. The draftsmen put instead in the forefront the notion
that without science and technology man would not have been able
to master the environment and, as pointed out in the final sentence,
might have even forefeited his life in the struggle against cruel nature.
The final phrase relates the issue of the environment to another great
problem facing the United Nations - the promotion of universal
respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms. 56 Proper environment, in both its natural and man-made aspects,
is deemed essential to the enjoyment of human rights, 7 and the tight
to life itself depends on the preservation and protection of the environment. While some early drafts referred expressly to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights 55 as the source for the recognition of the
right to life, most of the later drafts found such reference unnecessary or
undesirable. Principle i (discussed below) interestingly enough speaks
of other fundamental rights, but does not mention the right to life.
But there is no question that man's life and his environment are interdependent. If the environment is damaged beyond its recuperative
power, man may not survive on earth. On the other hand, if man
decides to exterminate his brethren, in the process he may destroy the
whole ecological system as well. In an all-out nuclear war, both mankind and the remainder of life on earth may perish completely, and
the earth may become as dead as the moon.

2. The protection and improvement of the human environment
is a major issue which affects the well-being of peoples and economic development throughout the world; it is the urgent desire
U.N. CHARTER, art. 55(0.
G.A. Res. 2398, l)C. 3, 5968, expressed concern about the eects of enviromnental

deterioration oo the condition of man, his phvsicl, mental and social well-being, his
dignity and his enjoyment of basic human rights, in developing as well as developed
Countries." 23 U.N. GAOR, Supp. i8 (Doe. A/7218) at 2 (1969).
8. Approved by CA. Res. 217A, Dec. TO, 1948, 3 U.N. GAOR, Part I, Resolutions
(Doc. A/Sio) at 'i (5948). Article 3 provides that "Everyone has the right to life,
lbt5 and the security of person."
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of the peoples of the whole world and the duty of all Governments.
Comment. This paragraph is based on a Chinese proposal, which

read as follows:
The conservation and improvement of the human environment
is a major issue which affects the livelihood and economic development of the people throughout the world as well as an
urgent wish of the peoples of the whole world and the bounden
duty of all governments. 59
Except for minor drafting changes, the Chinese text was accepted
by the Conference. It links the improvement of the environment not
only with the well-being of peoples but also with economic development. In a rather indirect way the text proclaims the legal obligation
of all governments to protect the environment. The essence of the
paragraph could be paraphrased as follows: "The protection and
improvement of the human environment is the duty of all governments." While suggestions that such an obligation be included in the
Declaration were made several times in the early drafting stages, 6 °
states were rather reluctant to accept such a broad obligation of an
indeterminate scope. The Chinese delegation was somehow able to
persuade the other members of the Working Group not only to
accept this duty but also to put it most appropriately in the forefront
of the Declaration. This was a striking accomplishment, though the
language is more obscure than might have been desired, considering
the importance of the principle involved.
3. Man has constantly to sum up experience and go on discovering, inventing, creating and advancing. In our time, man's
capability to transform his surroundings, used wisely, can bring
to all peoples the benefits of development and the opportunity to
enhance the quality of life. Wrongly or heedlessly applied, the
same power can do incalculable harm to human beings and the
human environment. We see around us growing evidence of
59. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.1/CRP.23 (1972). In a similar vein, Iran suggested that the Conference recognize the main goal of development, in its widest and
noblest sense, to be providing man with his basic rights as well as enabling him to
enjoy welfare and prosperity ...... U.N. Doe. A/CONF.4S/wG./CRP.5 (r).
6o. Some replies to the questionnaire of the Secretary-General suggested, for instance,
that states have the dory to carefully husband natural resources and to maintain and
enhance the quality of the environment for present and future genenitions. For the
replies of Colombia, Denmark, the Holy See, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and the
United Arab Republic see U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i /CRP4, at 25, 27, 37,
44, 48-49, 58, 6o (1970.
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man-made harm in many regions of the earth: dangerous levels
of pollution in water, air, earth and living beings; major and
undesirable disturbances to the ecological balance of the biosphere;
destruction and depletion of irreplaceable resources; and gross
deficiences harmful to the physical, mental and social health of
man, in the man-made environment, particularly in the living and
working environment.
Comment. This paragraph is traceable to the original resolution
of the General Assembly relating to the convening of the Stockholm
Conference, in which the General Assembly noted that "the relationship between man and his environment is undergoing profound
changes in the wake of modern scientific and technological developments"; that 'these developments, while offering unprecedented Upportunites to change and shape the environment of man to meet his
needs and aspirations, also involve grave dangers if not properly controlled"; and that "the continuing and accelerating impairment of
the quality of the human environment his] caused by such factors as
air and water pollution, erosion and other forms of soil deterioration,
waste, noise and the secondary effects of biocides, which are accentuated by rapidly increasing population and accelerating urbanization."' It was first formulated by the United States as follows:
In our time man has acquired, through the accelerating growth
of science and technology, the power to transform his surroundings in countless ways and on an unheard-of scale. Used wisely,
this power can bring to all peoples the benets of development
and the opportunity to enhance the quality of life. Wrongly or
heedlessly applied, the same power can do incalculable harm to
the human environment. We see around us growing evidence of
this man-made harm in many regions of the earth: dangerous
levels of pollution in water, air, earth and the human body; major
disturbances to the ecological balance of the biosphere; destruction
and depletion of irreplaceable living and mineral resources; and
gross deficiencies in the man-made environment of human settlements.62
A slight revision of this paragraph, prepared jointly by Brazil, Costa
Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia, and Zambia, was forwarded to the Stockholm Conference in the following form:
Man has constantly to sum up experience and go on discovering,
G.A. Res. 2398, Dec. 3, 1968, 23 U.N. GAOR, Supp. iS (Doc. A/7218) at
(1969).
U.S. Press Rekase USUN-2(72) at 3 (1972).
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inventing, creating and advancing. In our time he has acquired,
through the accelerating advancement of science and technology,
the power to transform his surroundings in countless ways and on
an unheard of scale. Used wisely, this power can bring to all
peoples the benefits of development and the opportunity to enhance the quality of life. Wrongly or heedlessly applied, the same
power can do incalculable harm to the human environment. We
see around us growing evidence of man-made harm in many
regions of the earth: dangerous levels of pollution in water, air,
earth and living beings; major and undesirable disturbances to
the ecological balance of the biosphere; destruction and depletion
of irreplaceable resources; and gross deficiencies in the man-made
environment of human settlements.64
At Stockholm, the new Working Group accepted a Finnish amendmerit broadening the last phrase of the paragraph, and replacing the
reference to "human settlements" with more general reference to
"living and working environment." It is not enough to try to im
prove the places where man lives; it is important to ensure that he
works in adequate surroundings.
The triumphant note in the first part of this paragraph is followed
by the discordant note in the second half. Mankind is capable of great
progress, but has used its power not only for good but also increasingly
for evil. Instead of bringing to all peoples the benefits of development,
man has created deficiencies in the environment which are actually
harmful to his physicat and mental health. While in war in the past
the victor gained some benefits from victory, in the modern war which
man wages against the environment in the many ways noted in this
paragraph, man himself is the principal victim.
63. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i (ll)/CRP.3/Rcv.4 (1972). This document
contains joint proposals of an ad hoc group of developing countries from various continents which assumed leadership in the Working Group.
64, U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at i (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.4/WG.i/CRP.9 (1972). The need to refer specifically to
the 'working environment' was suggested previously by the international Labor Organization. U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/PC/WG.,/CRP.7, at 2 (is).
This point was put strongly in an Indian proposal, which also provided the basis
for a part of the next paragraph of the Declaration. This proposal was to insert into
the Preamble the following paragraph:
Since man first discovered that he could use nature for his own purposes, he
has been interfering with his environment. Man is a part of nature and only one
of the many species who inhabit the earth, but he has treated it as his colony to
exploit for immediate gain with little thought for the future. The scale of human
interference with the rhythms of nature has already reached alarming proportions,
and its adverse effects are being increasingly felt in the technologically advanced
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4. In the developing countries most of the enviromnental problems are caused by under-development. Millions continue to live
far below the minimum levels required for a decent human existence, deprived of adequate food and clothing, shelter and education, health and sanitation. Therefore, the developing countries
must direct their efforts to development, bearing in mind their
priorities and the need to safeguard and improve the environment.
For the same purpose, the industrialized countries should make
efforts to reduce the gap between themselves and the developing
countries. In the industrialized countries, environmental problems
are generally related to industrialization and technological development.

Comment. While some elements of this paragraph may be found

in various proposals before the Stockholm Conference, it was derived
primarily from the following Chinese proposal:
At the present stage, the world environmental issue falls into
two categories. In the developing countries, most of their environmental problems are caused by under-development which prevented them from taking energetic measures to improve the
environment. Therefore, the developing countries must mainly
direct their efforts to develop their national economy, build their
modern industry and modern agriculture, safeguard their state
sovereignty and independence and under this prerequisite, to
adequately solve their own environmental problems. As to the
few highly industrialized countries, where poilutions arc most
serious and even endanger the environment of neighbouring
countries and that of the world, the speedy solution of this problem
has become the strong desire of the people of the countries Concerned and the world as a whole 67
Some important changes were made, however, in the Chinese draft.
While the emphasis on development was retained in the final text, it
was softened to some extent, and the confusing reference to sovereignty
countries. While precious resources are being diverted to stockpile weapons
capable of annihilating many times over not only the human race but all forms of
life on this planet, miflions continue to live well below the minimum 1evcl
required for a decent human existence. Deprived of adequate food and clothing,
shelter and education, health and sanitation, this section of humanity mainly in
the developing countries is a monument to the inadequacy of the present international mechanisms to ensure the welfare of the human race in global terms.
The very existence of such conditions is a major factor in the degradation of the
human environment.
U.N. Doe. A /CONF.4 /CRP.p (1972).

67. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WG.T/GRP.23 (1972). The second sentence of para.

4 of the Declaration comes from the Indian proposal quoted in the previous footnote.
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and independence was omitted. This softening was balanced by an increased emphasis on development in the sentences relating to the industrialized countries. Instead of urging them to provide a speedy
solution of the pollution problems at home, the new text stresses the
need to help the developing countries to reduce the gap between them
and the developed countries. The Chinese idea of self-help has been
thus replaced by the notion that the closing of the gap should be
primarily accomplished through efforts of the industrialized countries.
5. The natural growth of population continuously presents problems on the preservation of the environment, and adequate policies
and measures should be adopted, as appropriate, to face these
problems. Of all things in the world, people are the most precious.
It is the people that propel social progress, create social wealth,
develop science and technology and, through their hard work,
continuously transform the human environment. Along with social
progress and the advance of production, science and technology,
the capability of man to improve the environment increases with
each passing day.

Comment. In its first draft of 1971, the United States had included
the statement that "excessive population growth can defeat man's
efforts to preserve the earth's environment." 65 This was further
elaborated in the 1972 draft:
68. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.I/CRP.4, at 64 (iqr). This paragraph was
includcd in the first draft of the Working Group in the following form: "Excessive
population growth could defeat man's efforts to preserve and enhance his environment."
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC.T2, Annex I, at i The report of the Working
Group contained the following comments on this proposal:
The delegations of Brazil, Czechoslovakia and the USSR stated that the problem
of population manifests itself differently in various regions and countries of the
world. While in some countries this problem takes the form of so-called excessive
population growth, in other countries, on the contrary, there is a need to increase
the birth rate. In the opinion of these delegations, the problem of population and
the establishment of policies in this field shouLd he ckfined only by the Governments
of the countries concerned. Accordingly, the problem of population as stated in the
present document is not universal, and consequently it should not be included in
the draft declaration.
The delegation of Argentina stated its serious opposition to the Sentence as
drafted since in its opinion it did not reflect the world situation but only the
problems of certain regions of the world. The delegation of Argentina initially
eonsidrred that this principle should he forwarded to the Preparatory Committee
in brackets. However, in order to reach a generally acceptable formulation, the
delegation of Argentina proposed the inclusion of the words "in certain regions"
between the words "growth" and 'could" and also the substitution of the word
imperil" for the word "defeat" so that the sentence would read as follows:
"Excessive population growth, in certain regions, could imperil man's efforts to
preserve and enhance the environment...."
Several other delegations, for instance thrsse of Costa Rica, Cyprus, India, Iran,
Japan, the Netherlands and the United States, felt that the problcm of excessive
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In our time alsu, the growth of population in many dreas,
through both migration and unprecedented natural increase has
accelerated to rates which could frustrate all efforts to conquer
poverty and underdeveiopment and to maintain a decent human
environment.
The Working Group also had before it a proposal by Brazil, Egypt,
and Yugoslavia referring to "the environmental strains which, in some
regions, arise from excessive population concentrations." 7° This proposal led to a joint draft by Brazil, Costa Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia, and
Zambia, 71 which was approved provisionally by the Working Group
and transmitted to the Stockholm Conference in the following form:
In our time also, the growth of population in certain areas,
through both migration and unprecedented natural increase, has
accelerated to rates which could frustrate all efforts to conquer
poverty and under development and to maintain a decent human
environment, whereas other areas have not yet reached population
densities conducive to economic efficiency and the high productivity that will permit the rapid increase of standards of
living.72
A different twist was given to this paragraph by the Chinese
proposal on the subject which read:
The natural growth of population continuously presents new
problems on the preservation of environment. But provided the
governments genuinely take the interest of the people to heart and
adopt correct policy and measures, these problems can be solved.
Of all things in the world, people are the most precious. It is
the people that propel social progress, create social wealth, develop
science and technology and through their hard work, continuously
transform the human environment. Along with social progress
population growth could not be disregarded in the context of protecting and enhancing the environment and advocated retent:on of this preambidar paragraph.
The delegation of the United States further stated that regardless of their population density, all countries had to give due regard to population growth.
Id., Annex II, at 4-5.
U.S. Press Release USUN-2(72) at 3 (19i2).
U.N. Doc. A/CO3\F.48/PC/WG.1(1I)/CRP.3/Rev.I, at i (ra).
U.N. floe. A/CONF.4f/PC/WG.I(1I)/CRP.3/Rev. 4, at 2 (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONP.48/4, Annex. at i (1972). A slightly revised version of
this draft was presented at Stockholm by Fgypt and Libya:
In our time also the growth of population in some areas, through both migration
and natural increase, has accelerated to rates which may hamper efforts to conquer
poverty and undrr-devclopment, whereas some other areas have not yet reached
population densities conducive to economic efficiency and lugh productivity.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.i /CRP.21 (1972).
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and the advance of production, science and technology, the capability of man to improve the environment increases with each passing
day. This has opened up a broad vista for the enhancement of
environment quality and the creation of a happy life. 3

The final draft closely follows the Chinese text, with a few minor
amendments. Instead of the previous negative approach to population
growth, the new draft emphasizes the fact that of all things in the
world, people are the most valuable. While population growth may
cause some problems, adequate policies can provide solution. As the
Chinese draft pointed out, what is needed is for governments to take
the interests of the people genuinely to heart and to open broad vistas
to a happy life.
6. A point has been reached in history when we must shape our
actions throughout the world with a more prudent care for their
environmental consequence. Through ignorance or indifference
we can do massive and irreversible harm to the earthly environment on which our life and well-being depend. Conversely,
through fuller knowledge and wiser action, we can achieve for
ourselves and our posterity a better life in an environment more
in keeping with human needs and hopes. There are broad vistas
for the enhancement of environmental quality and the creation
of a good life. What is needed is an enthusiastic but caIrn state of
mind and intense but orderly work. For the purpose of attaining
freedom in the world of nature, man must use knowledge to build,
in collaboration with nature, a better environment. To defend and
improve the human environment for present and future generations has become an imperative goal for mankind - a goal to be
pursued together with, and in harmony with, the established and
fundamental goals of peace and of world-wide economic and social
development.
Comment. This text constitutes an expansion of a United States
draft which read as follows:

Thus a point has been reached in history when we must shape
our actions throughout the world with a more prudent care for
their environmental consequences. Through ignorance or indifference we can do massive and irreversible harm to the earthly
environment on which our life and well-being depend. Conversely we can, through fuller knowledge and wiser action, achieve
for ourselves and our posterity a better life in an environment
7. U.N. Doc. A/CONR48/WG.I/CRP.23, at

i
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more in keeping with human needs and hopes. To defend and
enhance the human environment for present and future generations has become an imperative goal for mankind—a goal to be
pursued together with, and in harmony with, the established and
fundamental goals of peace and of world-wide economic and social
development.74
Two of the three additional sentences in the middle of the paragraph
were taken from a joint draft of Brazil, Costa Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia,
and Zambia; 7 the phrases about the "broad vistas" and the better life"
seem to have come from the Chinese proposal for the previous paragraph. Apart from that addition, only minor drafting changes were
made at the Stockholm Conference.
This paragraph continues the upward momentum of the previous
paragraph in a slightly repetitious manner. While paragraph 5 spoke
of "hard work", paragraph 6 refers to "intense but orderly work."
There are references here to both "better life" and good life." Environmentalists are commended to combine enthusiasm with a calm
state of mind. In paragraph 2, the protection and improvement of the
human environment was considered as "the urgent desire of the
peoples of the world"; in paragraph 6, the imperative goal for mankind is to defend and improve the human environment for present
and future generations.
This paragraph puts on a par the three basic goals of mankind protection of the human environment, peace, and worldwide economic
and social development. This triad had been put together in the
original United States proposal, in which this mention, of peace was
preceded by a paragraph referring to the fact that "immense resources
continue to be consumed in armaments and armed conflict, wasting
and threatening still further the human environment." 75 Though this
paragraph, combining the ideas of wasting resources on armaments
and of armed conflicts threatening the human environment, was
forwarded by the Working Group to the Stockholm Conference, 77 it
was not included in the Declaration. This was probably due to the
7. U.S. Press Release USUN-2(72), para. 5. at 3 (1972).
7. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.I(I1)/CRP.3/Rev. 4, at 2 (5972).
U.S. Press Release USUN-2(72), para. 4, at 3 (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/4, Annex 1, para. 4, at 2 (1972). A parallel proposal
presented to the Stockholm Conference by Egypt and Libya read as follows:
Meanwhile, while precious resources continue to be directed to stockpile weapons
capable of annihilating not only the human race but all forms of life on this
planet, millions continue to live well below the minimum levels required for a
decent human existence.
U.N. Doe. A/CONP.48/WG.i/CRP.21 (1972).
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confusion on the subject engendered by a Chinese proposal which
would have replaced this paragraph by one condemning imperialism
as the "root-cause of modern wars." 75 Between the old proposal which
some considered too weak and the Chinese one which some considered
too one-sided, the whole idea was dropped as too controversial.
7. To achieve this environmental goal will demand the acceptance of responsibility by citizens and communities and by enterprises and institutions at every level, all sharing equitably in
common efforts. Individuals in all walks of life as well as organizations in many fields, by their values and the sum of their actions,
will shape the world environment of the future. Local and national
governments will bear the greatest burden for large-scale environmental policy and action within their jurisdictions. International
co-operation is also needed in order to raise resources to support
the developing countries in carrying out their responsibilities in
this field. A growing class of environmental problems, because
they are regional or global in extent or because they affect the
common international realm, will require extensive co-operation
among nations and action by international organizations in the
common interest. The Conference calls upon Governments and
peoples to exert common efforts for the preservation and improvement of the human environment, for the benefit of all the people
and for their posterity.
Comment. This paragraph of the Preamble may be traced to a

suggestion by the Netherlands that the Preamble should elaborate on
the three-level relationship of "man - State international community." It explained this suggestion as follows:
Man, comes first, his dignity and his equal and inalienable rights;
man, whoever and wherever he may be, is at the centre of all our
efforts (see the Universal Declaration of Human Rights). It could
also be pointed out that man has not only rights but also rcsponsi.
bilities towards his fehow-men and the community (see article 29
of the Universal Declaration). The preamble would then turn
its attention to the Stare, which has a duty towards people under
78. The Chinese proposal would have inserted here the following language:
Imperialism is the root-cause of modern wars. The imperialists launch aggressive
wars and use the greatest achievement of modern technology to barbarously
massacre millions of people, destroy culture and civilization created by mankind
in the course of thousands of years, ruin the environment for human existence and
bring about unprecedented catastrophe to mankind. All the Countries and peoples
who cherish peace and uphold Justice should unite, condemn the crimes of aggression committed by imperialisin and new and old colonialism, check aggressive
wars, safeguard international peace and protect the human environment.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.1/CRP. 23, at a (1972).
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its direct responsibility but also the duty to work in Cooperation
with other States in order that all States can fulfil their obligations
to mankind to the fullest possible extent (this is also the underlying principle of Article 56 of the United Nations Charter: 'All
members pledge themselves to take joint and separate action,
etc."). This obligation of States to cooperate with one another
would lead to the third dimension, namely, that of the intei-national
community. By the Charter of the United Nations the intemational community, as embodied in the United Nations Organization, has undertaken to promote certain economic, social and
humanitarian purposcs (Article 55 of the United Nations Charter).
In relation to this it may he stated that the commitment made by
the international community should not only be promotional in
character, but should also provide for devices of review and reappraisal once concrete standards and programmes have been
formulated for the maintenance and improvement of the human
environment. It would also seem important to underline the global
character in the preamble. Although the problems presented by
the environment can vary from country to country they are becoming of increasing concern to all members of the international
community regardless of their geographical, economic and social
situation. 9
The Netherlands Government suggested further that the preamble
should concludes
[W]ith an appeal to all organs of society, both national and international, to the end that they, keeping the Declaration in mind,
should strive for the realization of the principic s and guidelines
set out in the Declaration (see as an cxample the last paragraph
of the preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights).
A conclusion of the preamble on these lines would bring nut that
the Declaration is not only based on the three-level legal framework of "man State— international community," but rises above
what is essentially a practical juridical construction in addressing
a general appeal to all organs of society and to mankind as a whole
in the interests of the well-being of future generations. 50
This proposal was given concrete form by the United States, which
presented the following draft:
To achieve this environmental goal will demand the acceptance
of responsibility by individuals and communities at every level, all
sharing equitably in common efforts. Citizens and fansilies, teach79. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/I'C/WG.i/CRP.4, it 4549 (1971).
So. Id. at 49.
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ers and students, scientists, tcchnicians, leaders and voluntary
organizations in many fields, by their values and the sum of their
actions, will shape the world environment of the future. Local and
national governments will bear the greatest burden of large-scale
environmental policy and action within their jurisdictions. A
growing class of environmental problems, because they are regional
or global in extent or because they affect the international realm,
will require extensive cooperatiun among nations and action by
international organizations in the common interest.'
Some minor but not unimportant changes were made in this draft
by the amended text prepared jointly by Brazil, Costa Rica, Egypt,
Yugoslavia, and Zambia, 82 which was forwarded by the Working
Group to the Stockholm Conference in a slightly revised form. The
W'orking Group text read as follows (changes from the United States
draft being indicated in italics)
To achieve this environmental goal will demand the acceptance of
responsibility by citizens and communities and by enterprises and
institutions at every level, all sharing equitably in common efforts.
Individuals in all walks of life as well as organizations in many
fields, by their values and the sum of their actions, will shape the
world environment of the future. Local and national governments
will bear the greatest burden for largescale environmental policy
and action within their jurisdictions. A growing class of environmental problems, because they are regional or global in extent or
because they affect the common international realm, will require
extensive co-operation among nations and action by international
organizations in the common intcrcst.
The sentence in the middle of the paragraph, relating to international
cooperation in raising resources to support the developing countries
in carrying out their responsibilities for achieving the environmental
goal, was added at Stockholm as a result of a proposal by Egypt
and Libya.84 The final phrase of the paragraph, calling for common
efforts, originated in a Chinese proposal which, in addition, contained
some striking language, imbued with optimism about the future of
mankind "full of hope and filled with infinite brilliance." 85
U.S. Press Release !JSUN-2(72) at 4 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.1 (I)/CRP./Rev. 4, at 2 (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at 2 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.i /CRP.ai (T972).
The Chinese proposal for the final paragraph of the Preamble read as follows:
Man has constantly to sum up experience and go on discovering, inventing, creating
and advancing. In the protracted struggle, mankind is sure to win social progress,
scientific and technical development and will also certainly attain a good environ-
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Departing from the "peoples" of the prefatory phrase, the Preamble
ends with a reference not only to "Governments and peoples" but also
to "all the people" a step in the right direction. The last paragraph
of the Preamble also makes clear that responsibility for achieving the
environmental goals specified in the Declaration lies in the hands of
both governments and of individuals and organizations. Enterprises,
institutions at every level," local governmcnts and international
organizations are expressly mentioned among the addressees of the
Declaration. While it is recognized that the greatest burden must be
born by the local and national governments, who are primarily responsible for environmental policy and action within their jurisdiction,
the Declaration assigned at least three areas to international cooperation. In the first place, international cooperation will be necessary to
provide the additional resources required by the developing countries
for meaningful environmental action. Secondly, there is a growing
class of environmental problems which are regional or global in
extent, and can he dealt with only through regional or global cooperation. Finally, the Declaration points out that certain environmental problems affect "the common international realm," which
seems to be a variation of the idea of the "common heritage of mankind" accepted by the General Assembly in eonncction with the sea
bed and the ocean floor. 5 Only common institutions can properly
protect common interests. The Stockholm Conference created these
institutions, thus providing the necessary framework for the achievement of the environmental goals proclaimed in the preamble to the
Declaration.
'I
PRINCIPLES
States the common conviction that:
Principle 1

Man has the fundamental right to freedom, equality and adenient [fit] for its own exlstcnce and development. The future of mankind is
full of hope and filled with infinite brilliance. The Conference calls upon the
governments and peoples to act positively and exert common eLorts for the
preservation and improvement of the human envirnlsnlent, for the beneht of the
people and for their posterior.
U.N. Doc. A/CONFh48/WG.IICRP.23, at 2
56. Declaration of Principles Governing the SeaBcd and the Ocean Floor, and the
Subsoil Thereof, beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction, G.A. Res. a, Dec. 17,
1970,25 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 2S (Doe. A/fosS) at 24 (11).
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quate conditions of life, in an enviromnent of a quality that permits a life of dignity and well-being, and he bears a solemn
responsibility to protect and improve the environment for present
and future generations. In this respect, policies promoting or
perpetuating apartheid, racial segregation, discrimination, colonial
and other forms of oppression and foreign domination stand con.demned and must be eliminated.

Comment. While the Working Group of the Preparatory Committee agreed early on the scope and style of the Preamble, its members held rather divergent views with respect to the proposed statement
of principles. Should the principles be limited to interstate relations,
or should they deal also with relations between individuals and states,
or even between individuals themselves? Should they spell out the
rights and duties of man, states, and the international community,
respectively? Should they stress environmental rights or should they
emphasize re sp onsibili ties with regard to the protection and enhancement of the human environment? Should the principles contain
guidelines for action or legal obligations? These were some of the
questions presented in the questionnaire circulated by she SecretaryGeneral,87 and he got a bewildering number of replies, which the
Working Group somehow condensed into Iirst 57 and later 23 prin.ciples.
Some thought it desirable that the Declaration should start with a
general affirmation of every human being's °right to a wholesome
environment." 8 They pointed out that this right was already recogU.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.t/CRP.4, at 3-4 (1970. This document
also contains some background notes by the Secretary-General (at 5-14) and the replies
of 18 Govcrnmants. 1.-ater replies are reproduced in the addenda to this document.
Replies by Colombia, Denmark, Ethiopia, the Holy See, Panama, Singapore, and
the United Arab Republic. Id. at 12, 25, 28, 32, 40, 51, 52, 6a. On the other hand,
the Swiss Government expressed the view that the recognition of a subjective individual right to the enjoyment of [a sound and healthy] environment is not really
compatible with some national legal systems, such as Swiss constitutional law," id.
at 57.
It may also be noted that the European Conseevation Conference of 1970, in its
Declaration on the Management of the Natural Environment of Europe, proposed the
preparation of a protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights "guaranteeing
the right of every individual to enlny a healthy and unspoiled environment." It
recommended that this protocol should cover 'the rights to breathe air and drink
water reasonably free from pollution, and the right to freedom from undue noise and
other nuisances, and to eeasonable access to coast and countryside." Council of Europe,
Eur. Consult. Ass., 22(1 Sess.. Tst Part, 2 Does.: WORKING PAPERS, Doe. No. 2758, at 3637 (tyn). See also id., 24th Sess., ad Part, TEXTS Aooi'rco BY THE ASSEMBLY, Recommendation 683, at 2-3 (5972), requesting that an ad hoc committee consider "whether
the right to an adequate environment should be raised to the level of a human right,
and drvise an appropriate instruirient to protect this new right."
Similarly, the Declaration on the Control of Environment in South-East Asia included
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nized by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and by the
International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 9 °
Accordingly, the United States proposed that:
Every human heing has a right to a healthful and safe environment, including air, water and earth, and to food and other
material necessities, all of which should be sufficiently free from
contamination and other elements which detract from the health
or wcIlbeing of manY 1
At the first session of the Working Group preliminary agreement
was reached on the following phraseology:
Everyone has a fundamental right to a safe, healthy and wholesome environment for the full enjoyment of his basic human
rights including the right to favourable physical working conditions and to a standard of living adequate for his health and
well-being.92
immediate objections were raised by the representatives of several
specialized agencies. The representative of the World Health Organization suggested the following alternative wording for this principle:
Everyone has a fundamental right to an environment that safeguards the health of present and future generations for the full
enjoyment of his basic human rights, including the right to a
standard of living adequate for his well-beingY 3
While the representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization
proposed the addition of a reference to the right to clean food," the
representative of the International Labor Organization suggested the
substitution of "working cnvironment" for "physical working conditions," as the second phrase was too wide. He considered that the
among its principles the statement that '[c]ach person has a fundamental right to a
healthfu! environment." U.N. Doc. A/C0NF.48/PC/WG.1/CRR4, at 32 0571).
8j. Article a (i) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reads in part as
follows:
Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and wellbeing of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing
G.A. Re,. 217A, Dec. to, 1 9 8 . 3 U.N. GAOR, Part I, Resolutions (Doe. A/Era) at
76 (1948).
90. In article it (i) of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, States Partics to that Covenant recognize "the right of everyone to an adequate
standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and
housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions." Adopted by (4.A.
Res. 2200, Dec. 16, 1956, a, U.N. GAUR, Supp. 16 (Doe. A/6316) at 50 (1967).
i. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG,/CRP.4, at 6 (gyr).
92. U.N. Doc. A/C0NF.48/I'C.12, Annex!, at 3 (1971).
9. Id., Annex H, at 7.
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words "working environment" were more appropriate as they included
"both occupational safety and health in the traditional sense and also
such disciplines as industrial psychc logy, designed to make the whole
environment of work more fully adapted to the physical and psychological needs of man." 54
At the second session of the Working Group, a new draft was
presented jointly by Brazil, Costa Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia. and
Zambia, 55 and was referred by the Working Group to the Stockholm
Conference. It read as follows:
Man has the fundamental right to adequate conditions of life, in
an environment of a quality which permits a life of dignity and
well-being and bcars a solemn responsibility to protect and enhance
the environment for future generations.
At the Stockholm Conference, Chile quite reasonably suggested
that the environment should he protected for the benefit not only of
future generations but also the present one, and the end of the first
sentence was changed aceordinglyY 7
Greater diffleulties were caused by a Tanzanian amendment, endorsed later by twelve other African statc, which would have added
an express reference to the right to life itself, and would have supplemented the text by another sentence denouncing expansionism, apartheid, colonialism, and racism. 10° After some hard bargaining a
modified version of the second sentence was inserted in the Declaration, though some countries felt that this was an extraneous matter
which should not have bccn raised. At the end only South Africa
made a reservation to this paragraph, contending that the Conference
was not competent to include here a principle which "clearly conId.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.T(I1)ICRP.5/Rev.4, at 2 (1972).
U.N. Doc, A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at 2 (ta).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WG.s/CRP.io (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CUNF.48/WG.i /CRP.8 (1972).
. For the 13-state proposal see U.N. I)oc. A/CONF.48/WG. /CRP.ac (1972).

The sanie amendment was incorporated in a punt nine-state proposal. U.N. Doe.
A/CONF.48/WG.1 /CRt'.:a (1972).
jon. The is-state proposal read as follows,
Man has the fundamental right to life itself and therefore to adequate conditions
of life, in an environment of a qualits which permits a life of dignity and wellbeing and hears a soknin responsibility to protect and enhance the environment
for future generatIons. In this respect we unequivocally denounce expansionism,
disrespect of territorial integrity and crimes committed against mankind by
advocates of apartheid, colonial and racialist practices which also threaten the
human environment.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WG.i/CRP.2c (1972).
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stituted jl1terfereflcc in the internal agairs of a Member State, in
direct conflict with the Charter of the United Nations." 10 '
In several respects, the final text is not an improvement on the earlier
versions. Direct references to the right to life itself and the right to a
safe, healthy, and wholesome environment have been omitted, though
the former is at least mentioned in the first paragraph of the Preamble.
It would have been an important step forward if the right to an
adequate environment were put in the forefront of the statement of
principles, thus removing the lingering doubts about its existence.
The reference to the "fundamental right to . . . adequate conditions
of life, in an environment of a quality that permits a life of dignity and
well-being" is as close as the Declaration comes to a recognition of
this essential right. Perhaps this phrase is meant to convey the existence
of the right to an adequate environment, but it would have been much
better had the draftsmen of the Declaration stated it more clearly.
Similarly, the reference in some early drafts to "everyone" as the
possessor of the right has been replaced by a more generic reference
to "man," thus ftirther weakening any parallel to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights which uses the "everyone" language.
Is it the individual "man" who is entitled to benefit from the Declaration, or the collective "man," mankind as a whole? V/bile the intention might have been to use the collective approach, the final text
seems to have returned to the notion of man as an individual entitled
to certain rights, even if these rights had to be phrased in very general
terms. It is the individual who can, under the Declaration, claim the
right to "freedom, equality, and adequate conditions of life." The first
two of these rights he already enjoys under the Universal Declaration,
and even the third one, especially as it is phrased here, might be
already protected by that Declaration (as was noted in the second
paragraph of this comment).
In another parallel with the Universal Declaration (article 29), the
Stockholm Declaration balances nian's rights with his responsibilities,
and exhorts him "to protect and improve the environment for present
and future generations." 102
icr. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/14, at

1T7

(1972).

Early in the drafting the Danish Government suggested that the "roam
emphasis should be placed on the responsibilities of the indivjduaT and at all levels to
protect and improve the quality of human environment.' U.N. Dcc. A/CONF.48/
PC/WG. i /CRP.4, at 29 ( 1 97 1 ). For the statements of France, Italy, the Netherlands,
and Singapore see id. at 3, 44, 48, 52. The first draft of the Working Group
contained a separate para. 2, cratIng that "[r]vcryone has a responsibility to protect the
environment." U.N. Dcc. A/CONF.48/PC.r2,, Annex I, at 3 (i97 1 ). A United
Kingdom proposal would have combined the two paragraphs suggested by the Wurking
102.
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Principle 2
The natural resources of the earth including the air, water, land,
flora and fauna and especially representative samples of natural
ecosystems must be safeguarded for the benefit of present and
future generations through careful planning or iminagement, as
appropriate.

Comment. in the Background Notes accompanying his questionnaire, the SecretaryGencral suggested that the Declaration should
refer to the 'duty of all nations to carefully husband their natural
resources and to hold in trust for present and future generations the
air, water, lands, and communities of plants and animals on which all
life depends."° This proposal was endorsed by C o lombi a ,i which
also noted that to achieve this objective "most careful planning and
rational management of natural resources is required." In a slightly
amended form this proposal was incorporated in the draft prepared
by the first session of the Working Group, which read:
States shall carefully husband their natural resources and shall
hold in trust for present and future generations the air, Water,
land and plants and animals on which all life d epen d s .
Objections were immediately raised to this text, as some delegations
considered that it was "unduly restrictive of the concept of national
sovereignty," and that it introduced "an element of discrimination
against developing countries which are only now entering upon their
own development process." °7 Five developing countries (Brazil,
Costa Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia, and Zambia) then came up with the
proposal that the Conference should declare its firm belief in the need
"to safeguard the natural resources of the earth, including the air,
water, land, flora and fauna, and especially natural ecosystems, through
careful planning or management, as appropriate, for the benefit of
Group in the following manner, shifting the responsibility from 'everyone" to 'mankind"
Mankind bears thr .'okinn responsibility of maintaining an cnvironmerst in whkh
the safety, health and creative fulfilment of every individual are not hampered by
avoidable deficiencies in his working or honic environment or by inadequacies in
his standar(l of living.
U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/11 C/WG.i(I1)/CRP.i i 0972).
103. U.N. Doe. A/C0NTi48/PC/\VG.1 /CRP.4, at 13 (5975).
504. Id. at 25.
Id. at 23.
U.N. Doe. A/U0NF.48/PC.i2, Annex I, at 3 (1975).
07. Id., Anisax II, at S.
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present and future gencranons." 10 ' ihe Working Group reformulated
this proposal in a more direct form,509 and with only minor changes
this provision was adopted by the Conference. 11 °
The final formulation is more neutral than the original. The
emphasis is no longer on a duty of states to husband their resources,
but on careful planning and management of earth resources, without
specification of the addressee. Similarly, the idea that states hold
their resources "in trust' for present and future gencrations" 1 has
been replaced by the vaguer notion of an unspecified somebody safeguarding the resources for 'the benefit" of these generations.
Nevertheless, it is important that the Stockholm Conference followed
here the example set by the United Nations Declaration on the SeaBed which specified that the exploration of the area subject to that
Declaration and the exploitation of its resources shall he carried out
for the benefit of mankind as a whole." 12 Similarly, the natural
resources listed in Principle 2 of the Stockholm Declaration are to be
safeguarded for the benefit of mankind.
Principle 3

The capacity of the earth to produce vital renewable resources
must be maintained and, wherever practicable, restored or improved.
Comment. This principle serves as an introduction to the more
to8. U.N. Doc. A/CONF, 48/PC/Wc;. (II) /CRP./Rcv.4, at 4 (:972).

jog. U.N. Doe. A/CDNF.42/4, Aflncx, St (1972).
tic. The change relating to the pr:stecti:sn of 'natural ecosystems," which was
restrictecl in the anal draft to 'representative samples of natural ecosystems,'' Was
suggested by Brazil, U.N. Dc. A/CONF.48/WG.i /CRI'.6 (ia). The United States
was not happy about this restriction, and found it necessary to present to the Cursference the following interpretative statement:
The TJnfted States of America places emphasis on the word 'representative"
which, in our view, ensures that the plsrase means rrtcistiofl of a compkte system
with all of the complex interrelationships intact, not a portion thereof. Moreuver,
the size of tlse sample must be sufBciant to represent the size of the wlsolc.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48 /14, at ,m8 (:972). Uruguay also entered a reservction to
Printiple a, since it considered that much more than 'reprcselstative samples" of ecosystems must he safeguarded; it was essential "to preserve, maintain the balance and
ensure the rational exploitation of ecvssystemns as a whole," Id. at iiy.
sit. The U.S. Advisory Committee on the Stockholm Conference, commenting on
one of the earlier drafts, suggested the inclusion in Principle 2 of a "declaration of
common media (air an(i water) as a common trust." SEcP.EmRy oa STArE's Auvssois
C0NIMITTEE ON THE 1972 UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TI-IF. HUMAN F.NSu0NEIENT,
STOCKHOL11 AND BEyoNn

isa. G.A. Res.
('97').

2749,

143 (May 1972).
Dec. 17, 1970, 25 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 28 (Doe. A/SoaS)

at 24
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specific Principle 4 relating to wikhife and is complemented by Principle 5 concerning the non-renewable resources.
Principle 3 is based on a Swedish proposal which presented the issue
in a more explicit manner. It read as follows:
The productive basis of renewable resources of the earth, such
as farmland, forests, crops and fish, which in many cases and
places have been threatened or destroyed, must be maintained or
enhanced.' 13
In a much more limited fashion, a joint proposal by Brazil, Egypt,
and Yugoslavia would have stressed only the need to "restore, whereever possible, the productive capacity of those renewable resources that
have been unnecessarily depleted." 114 A later version, endorsed also
by Costa Rica and Zambia, broadened the scope of this paragraph and
came closer to the Swedish text by emphasizing the need to "maintain,
and wherever practicable, restore or improve, the capacity of the earth
to produce vital renewable resources." 15
The Working Group of the Preparatory Committee amalgamated
these proposals into a common text, 1' which was adopted by the
Stockholm Conference without any change. It must be noted, however, that at the Conference an unsuccessful attempt was made to add
to this principle a sentence ascribing the degradation of the environment in the developing countries to low prices for their products." 1
The essence of that idea, in a more moderate form, was later embodied
in Principle to.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.1(Il)/CRP., at 3 (1971). Even more
emphatically, the Netherlands proposed the following text:
Each State shall do its utmost to restore and improve the productive capacity
of renewable resources of the earth, such as farmland, forests, crops and fish for
the proper supply of future generations with food and other matcrial products.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.s(II)ICRP.5, at 3 (1972). Compare the proposals
by India and Australia. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(II)/CRP.6, at a
id., CRP.9, at i (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WG.1 (II) /CRP.3/Rev.3, at 3 (1972).
Id., Rev.4, at 4 (1972).
iid. U.N. Doc, A/CQNF.48/4, Annex, at 3 (1972).
117. The idea of adding in Principle 3 a reference to the relationship between the
human environment and the prices for primary products originated with Algeria.
U.N. Doc. A/CDNF.48/WG./CRp.7 (1972). It was later embodied in the following proposal by nine African countries:
In developing countrieS, the exhaustion of the capacity of the soil to produce
these resources is caused not only by ecological processes but also from economic
factors such as the inadequate payment made by rich countries for the agricultural
and animal husbandry products of the developing countries. The prices of these
products must therefore be reassessed to provide an effective remedy against the
degeneration of this capacity in developing countries.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.t/CRP.22 (1972).
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While one cannot quarrel with the content of this principle, it is
regrettable that both here and in the companion Principlcs 4 and 5,
the \Vorking Groups rejected less ambiguous proposals which would
have imposed upon each state the duty to do its utmost to fulfill the
purposes of these principles. Nevertheless, one may argue that the
word "must' in Principle 3 implies such a duty, and that all states,
acting jointly and severally, ought to maintain and improve the
capacity of the earth to produce such vital products as crops and fish.
Principle 4
Man has a special responsibility to safeguard and wisely manage the heritage of wildlife and its habitat which are now gravely
imperilled by a combination of adverse factors. Nature conserva.tion including wildlife must therefore receive importance in planfling for economic development.
Comment. While some of the other principles of the Stockholm
Declaration deal with subjects of only recent concern, Principle 4
deals with a topic which has been preoccupying international conferences for some time. A convention on the preservation of wild
animals, birds, and fish in Africa was signed at London on May 19,
1900.118 Another convention for the preservation of fauna and flora
in Africa was signed at London on November 8, 1933- A convention on nature protection and wild life preservation in the Western
Hemisphere was opened for signature at Washington on October 12,
1940.1
A worldwide treaty prohibiting or restricting commercial
trade in endangered animal species was signed at Washington on
March 3, t973. 12 '
For this very reason, it seems that the early Working Group did not
find it necessary to deal with this issue. Only when India called
attention to this problem at Stockholm, was a provision on the subject
inserted in the Declaration, following quite closely the Indian text. 122
Though Principle 4 mentions only vaguely the adverse factors which
imperil wildlife, the second sentence ohliquely makes the point that it
is economic development in various parts of the world on which the
94

BR. AND FOR. STATE PAPERS 715 (1904).

172 L.N.T.S. ai; 6 M. HUDSON, INTL LEG. 504 (1937).
161 U.N.T.S. i; 8 M. HUDSON, INT'L LEG. 573 (s).

The text is reproduced in SENATE EXECUTIVE. H, 93d Cong., iG Sew. I-36 (1973).
The indian proposal at Stockholin read as follows:
Man, being only one of the many species inhabiting the earth, owes a special
responsibility to safeguard the heritage of wild life and its habitat which are now

,ii.

122.
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blame should be put. When new cities are built, when both industrializatioll and agriculture spread to new arcas, and when new roads and
dams bring revolutionary changes into the old natural habitats, decimated wildlife retreats further and further into the jungle or mountains, and finally, running our of space, completely perishes. As man's
activities have caused this disaster, it is his special responsibility to do
something about it, and this principle acknowledges that obligation.
Principle 5
The non-renewable resources of the earth must be employed in
such a way as to guard against the danger of their future exhaustion and to ensure that benefits from such employment are shared
by all mankind.
Comment. This principle can be traced to a Swedish proposal,
which more pointedly suggested that:

The non-renewable resources of the earth, such as minerals, which
in some cases are running out, must be employed, whenever
possible, in such a way that they may be used again. 123
Consistent with their emphasis on programming, Brazil, Egypt, and
Yugoslavia would have limited this principle to a statement of the
need "to programme the utilization of the non-renewable resources
in such a way that the requirements of mankind can be met for the
foreseeable future." 4 In a more elegant way, their joint proposal
with Costa Rica and Zambia suggested that the need is to "employ
the non-renewable resources of the earth in such a way as to guard
against the danger of their future exhaustion." 25 The Working
gravely imperilled by a combination of adverse factors. Nature conservation including wild life must, therefore, receive high priority in planning for economic
development.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/CRP.9, at 2 (1972).
U.N. lioc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(lI)/CRP.2, at 3 (1971). The stronger
Dutch version of this proposal read as follows:
Jdach Sttc shall undertake all efforts to employ the nonrenewable resources of
the earth, such as minerals which in some cases are running out, in such a way
that they may be used again.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.e (II) /CRP., at 3 (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.1(1I)/CRP.3/Rev.3, at 3 (1972).
123. Ed.. Rev.4, at 4 (1972). An Indian proposal stressed that the non-renewable
resourres " Issust be employed with greater economy.' U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/
WG.s(hl)/CRP.6, at 2 (5972); U.N. Doe. A/CQNF.48/CRP.9, at 2 (1972). In more
detail, Australia would have worded this principle as follows:
Mnerals and other non-renewable resources must be used thriftly, avoiding
unnecessary dispersal of the products and providing, when possible, for recycling.
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Group embodied these proposals in the following text, corresponding
to the first part of the final text:
The non-renewable resources of the earth must be employed in
such a way as to guard against the danger of their future exhaustion 12
The second part of the principle was suggested at Stockholm by
Pakistan.12 ' As was noted in the Comment to Principle 2, the idea of
sharing of benefits by all mankind provides a link between the Stockholm Declaration and other United Nations Declarations which with
increasing frequency put stress on the new socia' character of international law, which no longer protects the lucky few, but instead
provides for more distributive justice. \Vhile the Sea-bed Declaration
was limited to the resources of the seabed the Stockholm Declaration
applies the principle of equitable sharing more boldly to all nonrenewable resources, wherever they may be situated.
Algeria presented at Stockholm an amendment which emphasized
that increased prices for non-renewable resources were the best means
for enabling the developing countries to avoid over-exploitation. 128
As revised by a group of nine African countries, the additional sentence
in Principle 5 would have read as follows:
An increase in the base prices for such resources may enable the
developing countries to avoid overexploitarion and to identify
means of conservation, and even regeneration, of deposits. 125
Though this proposal was not accepted by the Working Group, it
influenced the formulation of Principle so, which introduces another
equitable precept into the Declaration.

Principle 6
The discharge of toxic substances or of other substances and the
release of heat, in such quantities or concentrations as to exceed
the capacity of the environment to render them harmless, must be
halted in order to ensure that serious or irreversible damage is not
Particular attention mull he given to caes where, at present usage rates, knossn
reserves will soon be exhausted.
U.N. Dot. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(Il)/CRP.p, at s (1972).
U.N. Dot. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at 1 (1972).
U.N. Dot. A/CONP.48/WG.i/CRP.3 (1972).
U.N. Dot. A/CONF.48/WG.i /CRP.T i ( 1972). The amendment paralleled the

one suggested he Algcria with respect to Principle 3. See flier
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WG.I/CRP.22, at 2 (1972).

i

17 supsa.
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inflicted upon ecosystems. The just struggle of the peoples of all
countries against pollution should be supported.
Comment. The need to deal with toxic substances appeared early
in the drafting of the Declaration, and the following general provision on the subject was suggested by Sweden:

The issuing of non-natural or toxic substances or of excessive
quantities of natural substances, has alrcady led to severe damage,
and must he checked to ensure that it does not lead to dangerous
damages in the ecosystems.' 5°
The Working Group combined this proposal with one presented
jointly by Brazil, Costa Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia, and Zambia,' 31 and
presented to the Stockholm Conference a revised text:
The discharge of toxic substances, or of other substances in such
quantities or concentrations as to exceed the capacity of the environment to render them harmless, must be checked to ensure
that serious or irreversible damage is not inflicted upon ecosystems 132
Apart from some minor changes, the Conference added, as a result
of a Chinese proposal,dt the rousing second sentence about the "just
struggle of the peoples of various countries against pollution." It mght
have been more useful if the Conference instead, or in addition, had
in the first sentence imposed an obligatioti on states to take all practicable steps to halt the discharges of toxic and other harmful substances.
There is such a general agreement on the special danger not only to
ecosystems but also to human health involved in such discharges, that
should an extra effort have been made at the Conference to embody a
stronger obligation in this paragraph, it might have succeeded here,
though it had been rejected in connection with several earlier, more
general principks.
c. U.N. Due. A/CONF.48/PC/WG. i(U) /CRP.a, at 3
97 1 ).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.1(1I)/CRP.3/Rcv.4, at 4 (1972). For similar
proposals by the Netherlands and India see U.N. Doe. 2k/CONF.45/PC/WG.1 (II)!
(1972); id. CRP.6, at 2 (ia) . Australia proposed a more specific
CRP., at
teXt
Steps must be taken to reduce CO a minimum the broad dispersal into the environment of substances toxic to man, or to useful flora or fauna, especially nonbiodegradable substances, to limit the wide dispersal of other non-biodegradable
substances, and to prevent the accumulation, locally (ir widely, of harmful concentrations of substances which in small concentrations are harmless.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i (I1)/CRP.9, at 1 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at 3 (5972).
536. See pp. 45, 462 supra.
( 1
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Principle 7
States shall take all possible steps to prevent pollution of the seas
by substances that are liable to create hazards to human health,
to harm living resources and marine life, to damage amenities
or to interfere with other legitimate uses of the sea.

Commenl. This provision constitutes a specific application of Principle 6, and its inclusion was spurred by the slowness of parallel efforts
to conclude a detailed convention on dumping of toxic substances in
the ocean. 4 When it became obvious that such a convention would
not be ready for signature at Stockholm, as was originally hoped,
India suggested the addition of this paragraph,135 which the Conference accepted without change.
It must be noted that this principle, unlike the previous ones, imposes
an obligation on states to take all possible steps, though this obligation
is limited perhaps by the word "possible," since what might be possible
for some technologically advanced states might not be possible for
most developing countries. Nevertheless, the provision proves that
there was no absolute barrier at Stockholm to phrasing the principles
in terms of state obligations; and as was noted in some of the previous
Comments, 13 ° a more persistent effort on the part of a few delegstions
might have resulted in phrasing of most of the principles in terms
similar to Principle 7.
If Principle 7 is compared with Principle 6, one further difference
can he pointed out. While Principle 6 is limited to pollution which
might inflict serious or irreversible damage upon ecosystems, Principle 7 applies more broadly to pollution caused by substances not
only liable "to create hazards to human health, to harm living resources
and marine life," but also likely "to damage amenities or to interfere
with other legitimate uses of the sea." This difference might perhaps
134. After several meetings on the suhect, at Ottawa in 1975, and at Reykyavik and
London in 1972, a Convention on the Prevcntiors of Marine Pollution by Dumping
of Wastes and Other Matters was signed at London, Mexico City, Moscow, and Washington on Dec. 29, 1972. U.N. Duc. A/AC.138/SC.IlI/T..29 (197). Apart from
more detailed provisions, this Convention contains the following more general obligation;
Contracting Parties shall individually and collectively proniote the effective control
of all sources of pollution of the marine environment, and pledge themselves
especially to take all practicable steps to prevent the pollution of the sea by the
dumping of waste and other matter that is liable to create hazards to human
health, to harm living resources and marine life, to (lalnage amenities or to inter fere with other legitimate uses of the sea.
11. at 3.
135, U.N. Doc. AICONP.48/CRP.9, at 2 (1972).
136. See pp. 459, 462 suprra.
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be explained by the fact that most ordinary discharges of toxic substances occur in, and are restricted in their eITccts to, a specific locality
within national jurisdiction, and do not cause any harm abroad. On
the other hand, damage to the oceans is causing harm to the common
heritage of mankind or 'the common international realm" (as stated
in paragraph 7 of the Preamble), and there is, therefore, a stronger international interest in providing more binding and more precise obligations to protect the oceans.

Principle 8
Economic and social development is essential for ensuring a
favorable living and working environment for man and for creat.ing conditions on earth that are necessary for the improvement
of the quality of life.
Comment. From the very beginning of the discussion of the question of the human environment, the United Nations was concerned
about the relationship between the protection of the human environment and economic and social development. The first resolution on
the subject by the Economic and Social Council already noted that
"due attention to problems of the human environment is essential for
sound economic and social development." 131 In his 1970 questionnaire,
the Secretary-General raised the issue of how the Declaration could
"best recognize the essential relationship between environment and
development" and "take due account of the social and economic
implications, in particular for the developing countries, of environmental action within the socio-economic context of development." 138
In reply, Colombia pointed out that "there is no fundamental conflict
between the promotion of economic and social development and concern for environmental quality since the ultimate goal of both is the
enhancement of the quality of human life." 13 The United States
suggested the inclusion in the Declaration of a statement that:
The economic development and environmental quality are essential
aspects of human progress, which can be pursued simultaneously
i. ECOSOC Res. 1346, July 30, 1968, 45 U.N. ECOSOC, SUPP. i (Doc. E/4561)
at 8 (1968), A similar view was expressed by the General Assembly in Res. 2398,
Dec. 3, 1968, 23 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 13 (Doc. A/721 8) at 2 (1969).
138 U.N. I)c,c. A/C0NF.48/PC/WG.i /CRP.4, at 3 (171).
139. Id. at 25. For similar comments by the Holy See, Italy, Singapore, Switzerland,
and the United Arab Republic see Id. at 18-39, 43, 52, G—y, 9.
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by wise application of science and technology and the adoption of
enlightened social attitudes and practices. 14 °
In its first draft, the Working Group would have merely inserted a
statement in the Preamble that:
There is no fundamental conflict between economic and social
development and the preservation and enhancement of the human
environment, since both seek to provide and sustain increasing
opportunities to all peoples for a better life.' 41
To ensure a proper consideration of all the ramifications of the
relationship between environment and development, Mr. Strong, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment, arranged for a meeting of a special panel of experts at
Founex, Switzerland in June 1971. In its report, the panel emphasized
that the major environmental problems of the developing countries
are not caused so much by development as by the lack of it. Not
merely the "quality of life" but "life itself is endangered by poor water,
sickness and disease and by
housing, sanitation and nutrition, by
natural disasters." Thus, for the developing countries "development
becomes essentially a cure for their major environmental problems." 142
These ideas were taken into account in a joint proposal by Brazil,
Egypt, and Yugoslavia, in which the following nicely balanced statement was contained:
Development plans should be compatible with a sound ecology
and adequate environmental conditions can best be ensured by the
promotion of development.' 42
A later version of this proposal gave priority to development in the
following way:
140. Id. at 64.
141-

U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC.12, Annex I, at

2

(rpi). Sec also id., Annex II,

at 6.

REPoRT DF A PANCL or EXPERTS
142. DeVElOPMENT AND EN\1RONa1iNT
(Founex. Switzerland. 4- 52 June ii), U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/io, Annex I, at 3 -4
( 1 97 2 ) [ hereinafter Founex Report]. Concerning the conflict between the industrialized and the developing countries before and at Stockholm see (k Arauo Castro,
Erivironnient and Development: The Case of the Developing Countries, 26 INTL ORG.

401 (r 972) Doud. leterrmtional Environmental Developments: Perceptions of Developing and Developed Countries, 12 NATURAL RESOURCES J. 520 (1972); PELL-CASE
REPORT at 8—ic; Sullivan, This Stockholm Conference: A Step toward Global Environmental Cooperation and Involvement, 6 INDiANA L. Rev. 267, at 270-73 (1972);
Wijkman, Second-Sect Solution at Stockholm, 9 INrEErcovosaict 262 (1972). See also
CoMMissioN TO STUDY TIlE ORG.;x:zzrloN OF PEACF., THE UNITF.D NATIONS AND THE
ENV1RONEIENr: TWENTY-SECOND REPoRT 21-27 ( 1 97 2 ).

543. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.1(II)/CRP.3/Rev,2, at z (

1972).
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Economic and social development is essential for adequately safeguarding those natural and other conditions on earth that are
necessary for the maintenance and improvement of the quality
of life of the present and future generations.144
The final version of this proposal, co-sponsored by Costa Rica and
Zambia,141 was incorporated in the second draft of the Working Group
and referred by it to the Stockholm Conference,' 46 which approved it
without change.
By thus making economic and social development an integral factor
in the process of improving the human environment, this compromise
formula enabled the Conference to avoid a dangerous clash between
the developed and the developing countries, and made it possible for
the developing countries to play a constructive role at Stockholm.
Principle 9
Environmental deficiencies generated by the conditions of underdevelopment and natural disasters pose grave problems and can
best be remedied by accelerated development through the transfer
of substantial quantities of financial and technological assistance
as a supplement to the domestic effort of the developing countries
and such timely assistance as may be required.
Com,nen. As noted in the Comment to Principle 8, the Founex
Report put stress on the link between environmental deficiencies, on
the one hand, and underdevelopment and natural disasters on the
other hand.i4t The Report also pointed out that the concern for
human environment should not only reinforce the commitment to
development but also strengthen the commitment to international aid;
it "should provide a stimulus for augmenting the flow of resources
from the industrialized to the developing countries." 46
On the basis of a joint proposal by Brazil Costa Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia, and Zambia,' 4° the Working Group of the Preparatory Com
mittee presented to the Stockholm Conference the following proposal
dealing with the linkage problem:

Environmental deficiencies generated by the conditions of underlii., Rev.3, at a (1972).
Id.,Rev.4,at3 (ia).
U.N. nbc. A/CUNF'.48/4, Annex, at 3 (1972).
Fonriex Report at 4.
Id. at 8.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(II)/CRP.3/Rev.4, at 3 (1972).
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development pose grave problems and can best be remedied by
and in the course of development.' 50
The Working Group of the Stockholm Conference had to deal with
several amendments to this provision. Pakistan suggested the addition
of a phrase relating to massive financial assistance; 151 the Holy See
proposed to add a reference to 'natural disasters, wars and intolerable
social conditions;LS and Algeria would have ascribed underdevelopment to "various forms of foreign exploitation and domination." 55
A joint text by the Holy See, India, and Pakistan would have combined
some of these ideas in the following manner:
Environmental deficiencies generated by: (a) the conditions of
underdevelopment pose grave problems and can best be remedied
by accelerated development through transfer of massive financial
and technological assistance as a supplement to the domestic effort
of the developing countries; (b) natural disasters, social degradation and wars call for timely remedial action at the national and
international level for the afflicted countries concerned. 114
In the final text, the Working Group retained the references to
underdevelopment and natural disasters, but omitted the references to
social degradation, wars, and foreign exploitation and domination.
To compensate for this, the Working Group put main emphasis on
the need to transfer substantial (rather than "massive") quantities of
financial and technical assistance in order to supplement the domestic
effort of the developing countries. To make the point doubly clear
the Working Group also added a perhaps redundant reference to
"such timely assistance as may be required." This last phrase is
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at 3 Cr972).
The Pakistani amendment read:
Environmental deficiencies generated by the conditions of under-development pose
grave problems and can best be remedied by accelerated development through
transfei of massive financial and technological assistance to the developing countries.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WC.T/CRP.3 (1972).
The Hole See proposal would have added here the following sentence;
Violent damage inflicted on the environment by natural disasters, wars and in.
tolerable social conditions calls for immediate appropriate action by the national
and international corn munity.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.4/WC./CRP.7 (1972).
The Algerian version was as follows:
Environmental deficiencies ascribable to underilevelopment caused by various forms
of foreign exploitation and domination pose grave and pressing problems and can
best bc remedied by and in the course of development.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.,/CRP.r (1972). This text was incorporated in a joint
proposal by nine African countries. U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/WG.i/CRP., at 2 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.,/CRP.5 (1972).
150.
151
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probably meant to ensure quick assistance in case of natural disasters;
it reinforces the special United Nations program in that field, designed
to "ensure prompt, effective and efficient response to a Government's
need for assistance, at the time of a natural disaster or other disaster
situation, that will bring to bear the resources of the United Nations
system, prospective donor countries and voluntary agencies." 5
The central issue of additional technical and financial assistance
formed the subject of long negotiations at Stockholm and is further
dealt with in Principle 12.
Principle 10
For the developing countries, stability of prices and adequate
earnings for primary commodities and raw material are essential
to environmental management since economic factors as well as
ecological processes must be taken into account.

Comment. Principle io was added at Stockholm in order to emphasize the underlying idea of Principle 5 that the benefits from the
exploitation of natural resources should be equitably shared by all
mankind. Nine African countries originally proposed amendments
implementing this idea in connection with Principles 3 and 5. It
was contended that inadequate payments for primary agricultural and
mineral products were responsible for the exhaustion of the developing countries' capacity to provide these products. To remedy this
tragic situation, it was recommended that the base prices for these
products be reassessed and sufficiently increased to enable the developing countries to avoid overexploitation.1
The new text of Principle io presents the same idea in a more
elegant phrasing. It connects the need for price stability and adequate
earnings from sale of primary commodities and raw materials by the
developing countries with the concept of environmental management.
Only when these prices reach sufficient stability will it be possible
for the developing countries to plan adequately for the preservation and
improvement of the environment. The necessary financing can be
obtained more reliably through an improvement in the terms of trade
than through technical and financial assistance, which too often
depends on political rather than ecological or economic factors.
159. G.A. Res. 2816, Dcc. i, 197t, 26 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 2 (Doe. A/8429) at
85-86 (1972). This resolution established the post of a U.N. Disaster Relief Coordinator with a broad mandate in the field of disaster relief. Id. at 86.
156. U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/WG.I/CRP.22, at 1-2 (1)72).
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Principle 11

The environmental policies of all States should enhance and not
adversely affect the present or future development potential of
developing countries, nor should they hamper the attainment of
better living conditions for all, and appropriate steps should be
taken by States and international organizations with a view to
reaching agreement on meeting the possible national and international economic consequences resulting from the application of
environmental measures.
Comment. The Founex Report noted the fear of the developing
countries that the insistence of the industrialized countries on rigorous
environmental standards for products entering international trade
might lead to an environmental "ncoprotectionism." The industrialized countries willing to apply high environmental standards to their
industries might insist on banning from international trade goods
produced by industries in the developing countries applying less
rigorous environmental standards. The Report recommended a com
prehensive study of both the potential thrcats to the exports of the
developing countries and the corrective action that may be possible.
It also suggested the monitoring of the rise of nontariff barriers on
grounds of environmental concern)
To remove these apprehensions, Brazil, Egypt, and Yugoslavia
jointly suggested the following text:

No environmental policy should adversely aect present or future
development possibilities of developing countries or hamper the
attainment of better hvi ng conditions for all.1
A revised draft of this proposal, cosponsored by Costa Rica and
Zambia gave a more positive cast to this idea and supplemented it
with an endorsement of further international action in this area.'
This proposal was forwarded by the Working Group to the Stockholm
Cnnfcrence,10 which accepted it with only minor editorial changes.
Principle 12
Resources should be made available to preserve and improve the
environment, taking into account the circumstances and particular

requirements of developing countries and any costs which may
i. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/io, Anoex 1, at 26-28 (1972).
5 8 . U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.l(II)/CRP.3/Rev.3, at 3
139. Id., Rev., at 3 (1972).
1

(1972).
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emanate from their incorporating environmental safeguards into
their development planning and the need for making available to
them, upon their request, additional international technical and
financial assistance for this purpose.
Comment. At an early stage in the planning for the Stockholm
Conference the fear arose that the new concern about environment
might result in a diversion of funds previously used to further the
development of the developing countries. Consequently, to compensate for this, the idea of "additionality" was suggested, i.e. that
funds additional to those allocated for development should be provided for the preservation and improvement of the environment.
Only in this way would it be possible to provide an equitable solution
for the competitive demands of development and environment. 161
The principle of "equitable sharing of the cost of preserving and
enhancing environmental quality" appears in the questionnaire circulated by the Secretary-General in 1970,162 and was endorsed immediately by Colombia, and indirectly by the Holy See and Italy. 101
The first draft of the Working Group contained two alternative
texts on the subject, the first of which was limited to environmental
implications of development projects, while the second appealed more
strongly for an allocation of additional funds for all environmental
purposes. The first draft read as follows:

States shall, when making assistance available for development,
take into account not only the limited resources of developing
countries but also the additional cost of incorporating environmental safeguards into their development planning. 161
The more comprehensive text was worded as follows:
To maintain and improve the ecological balance in developing
countries, taking into account the limited resources at their disposal, new financial resources should be allocated for environmental
purposes, in addition to the resources which are needed for
development.1 15
6a. U.N. Doe. A/CUNF.48/4, Annex, at 3 (1972).
For a detailed analysis of these issues see Founcx Report at 28-33. For a
summary of the discussion in the Preparatory Coriimittce on this suhcct see U.N. 1)oc.
A/CONF.48/PC/13, at 39-40 (1971).
U.N. Doc. A/C0NF.48/P(,/WG.1/CRP.4, at 14 (1971).
!d. at 26, 41, 44.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC.12, Annex 1, at 4 (ii).
16. Id. There was also a third, even more elaborate version, svhich read as follows:
To maintain and improve the ecological balance in developing countries, taking
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The Working Group had a variety of new proposals before it at its
second session' and amalgamated them into the text forwarded to
S rockholm ,CCT which was approved by the Conference with only minor
changes.
While the final text does not impose on any group of countries a
clear obligation to provide the additional assistance upon the "request"
of the developing countries, the United States found it necessary to
present to the Conference an interpretative statement:
The United States of America does not regard the text of this
principle, or any other language contained in the Declaration, as
requiring it to change its aid policies or increase the amounts
thereof. The United States of America accepts the idea that added
costs in specific national projects or activities for environmental
protection reasons should be taken into account.' 8
This statement was not inconsistent with United States support for
the proposed Environment Fund, which was to be a "voluntary fund"
designed to provide additional financing for environmental programs.1 United States objections to Principle 12 were directed against
any attempt to impose new obligations on the industrialized countries;
into account the limited resources at their dispnsl, their own commitments to
development priorities and also the cost of incorporating environmental safeguards
into thcir development planning, additional imirernutional financial resources, mostly
in the farm of grants, should be made available to those countries for environmental
purposes, in addition to the resources which are needed for development.
Id., Annex II, at ma. One delegation (probably the U.S.) indicated that it coolsl not
accept any mandatory formulation for the provision of additional funds. lit.
166. The Joint draft of Brazil, Costa Rica, Egypt. Yugoslavia, and Zambia stressed
the need to
supply additional financial and technical assistance to developing countries, taking
into account any costs that may emanate from their incorporating environmental
safeguards into their clrvelopnscnt planning, in order to enable them, without
adversely aecting their developmental priorities and nerds, to participate fully, at
the national and international levels, in programmes acceptable to them, designed
with the objtctive of protecting and enhancing the environment.
U.N. Doc. AJCONF.48/PC/WG.1(1I)/CRP.3/Rev.4, at 4 (1972). The lndian
proposal on the subject read as follows:
When making assistance available for development, States shall take into account
not only the hmsted resources of devdoping countries but also the additional Cost
of incorporating environmental safeguards into their development planning, and
for this reason shall provide new financial resources for environmental purposes,
in addition to the resources wlsich are needed for development.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(I1)/CRP.6, at 4 (1972).
tSp. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at 3 (:972).
161. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/i4. at t t S (1972). For a comment on the United
States position see Morgan, Stockholm: The Clean (hut Impossible) Dream, S FOREIGN
POLTCY 149, at 151-52 (1972).
169. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.45/i4, at 63 (1972).
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the United States argued that any new obligations can result only
from a voluntary acceptance by the countries concerned.' 10
The issue of "additionality" was also raised in the General Assembly
of the United Nations when it was considering the Stockholm proposals. A draft resolution sponsored by ten countries included a
paragraph recommending "respect for the principle that resources for
environmental programmes, both within and outside the United
Nations system, be additional to the present level and projected growth
of resources contemplated in the International Development Strategy,
to be made available for programmes directly related to developmental
assistance." Australia, joined by France and the United Kingdom,
raised objections to this provision, since they understood it to mean
that 'environmental assistance provided bilaterally to the developing
countries was not to be considered valid technical assistance in terms
of the targets and objectives established in the International Development Strategy." Nevertheless, the provision was adopted by the
Second Committee by 74 votes to 3, with 26 abstentions. 171 The vote
on the resolution as a whole was slightly better, 85 votes to none, with
21 abstentions.'12 The attempt to 'strengthen" this principle by going
beyond the Stockholm consensus thus backfired, and it became quite
clear that the developed countries will not accept any further increase
in the scope of their obligations with respect to additional assistance.
Principle 13
In order to achieve a more rational management of resources
and thus to improve the environment, States should adopt an
integrated and co-ordinated approach to their development planning so as to ensure that development is compatible with the need
to protect and improve the human environment for the benefit of
their population.

Comment. The need to provide for careful planning and rational
management of natural resources was already voiced in the early
stages of the preparatory process. 177 The first draft of the Working
See FELL-CASE REPORT at 8-9.
U.N. Dos. A/C.2/L.1236/Rcv.s (1972), and A/89oi,
572. U.N. Doc. A/C,2/SR.1482, at 2-5 (prow. ed. 1972).

at 21-23 (1972).
The vote on this resolution at the plenary niecting of the Assembly was iso votes to none, with 16 abstentions.
U.N. Doe. A/PV.ai 12, at IT (prow. e(l. 1972).
173. The questionnaire of the Secretary-General, and the replies to its by Canada,
Colombia, and the Soviet Vision are contained in U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i/
CRP.4, at 7, 23 (1971); id., Add.a, at 2, 5 (171). The 11011' See noted that a "joint
effort to ensure the rational nianagernent of the resources of the planet for the greatest
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Group accordingly recommended that:
States recognize that measures to preserve and enhance the environment constitute an intcgral part of long-term and sustained
economic and social development, requiring consideration even
at the earliest stages of development planning. 17 '
At its second session the Working Group condensed several additional formulation S171 into the following text:
Relevant environmental considerations should be integrated with
economic and social planning to ensure that development pians
are compatible with the need to protect and enhance the environment.'
At the Stockholm Conference this provision was completely revised,
imposing an obligation on states to adopt an approach to development
planning which would adequately integrate into such planning relevant
environmental factors.

Principle 14
Rational planning constitutes an essential tool for reconciling

benct of all mankind may become a factor of grcut inmporsancc in the process of genuine
rsnificatwn of a world which is still too deeply marked by ideological, political and social
divisions. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/ \VG.r /CRP..i, at 36 (i a) (emphasis in
original).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.18/PC.i2, Anncx I, at 4 (si). The following alternative
formitlatioji was also proposed:
States recognize that, in order to preserve and enhance the environment, It is usfuI
to take into consideration envirs.snnieural aspects in long-teriri planning of sustained
economic and social devlssptnent.
H., Annex II, at ii.
A Swedish proposal read as follows:
Environmental considerations arc an I nilsspeiisahlc part of any national development
plans and priorities and measures to preserve and enhance the environment must
he integrated in all planning, implementation :snsl supervision of rconomlc and
social development.
U.N. Doe. A/CDNF.48/PC/WG.i (II) /CRP.a, at 4(1971). The Netherlands preferred
the following two paragraphs:
Each State recognizes the need to dcl3ne and integrate environmental components
into its development plans and priorities.
Each State recognizes that measures to enhance and I,resrr\c the environment consritute an integral part of long-term and sustained cconsnmiic and social developnient, requiring appropriate consideratiofl in accordance with each stage of
development.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(1I)/CRP.5, at 4 (1972). For the Indian proposal
see U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.r(II)/CRP.6, para. 13. sit 3 (5972).
U.N. Doe. A/CQNF.48/4, Annex, at 3 (1972).
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any conflict between the needs of development and the need to
protect and improve the environment.

Comment. This companion principle adds to the concept of integrated planning envisaged in Principle 13 the idea of rational planfling as a tool for reconciling any potential conhlicts between the needs
of development and environment.
The first draft of the Working Group would have stated forthrightly that:
States recognize the need to reconcile national environmental
policies with national development plans and priorities. 177
A joint proposal by Brazil, Egypt, and Yugoslavia would have
revised this proposal to read:
Rational planning procedures constitute an essential tool for an
adequate equilibrium between the needs of development and the
preservation and enhancement of the environment.' 75
After further revision in cooperation with Costa Rica and Zambia,' 75
this proposal was forwarded by the Working Group to the Stockholm
Conference, 15° where it was approved with only minor drafting
changes.
While this principle is closely connected with Principle 13, it is
phrased in more general terms, and the States should" formula has
been avoided. It would he farfetched, however, to argue on the basis
of this difference between the two principles that governments are
reluctant to bind themselves to engage in rational planning. Nevertheless, it is curious that the Stockholm Conference at the last minute
strengthened Principle 13 but left Principle 14 in the old form.
Principle 15
Planning must be applied to human settlements and urbanization
with a view to avoiding adverse effects on the environment and
obtaining maximum social, economic and environmental benefits
for all. In this respect projects which are designed for colonialist
and racist domination must be abandoned.
U.N. floe. A/CONF.48/PC.1, Annex 1, at 4 (ii). Some delegations felt,
however, that since it was already agreed that there was no fundaniental conflict between development and environment, there was no need to 'reconcile" environmental
policies and development plans. Id., Annex II, at ii.
U.N. I)oc. A/CONF.48/PC/W(,.i(l1)/CRt.3/Rcv.3, at 3 (1972).
Id., Rev. 4, para. 4. at 3 (1972).
iSo. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, para. II,at 3 (1972).
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Comment. This principle embodies two separate ideas, only loosely

connected. The first part is of early origin; the second one was added
at Stockholm at the last minute, on the basis of a Tanzanian proposal.
The problems of human settlements and urbanization had loomed
large in the first report of the Secretary-General on the problems of
the human cnvironment, and "planning and management of human
settlements for environmental quality" became a separate topic on the
agenda of the Stockholm Conferen Ce.112 Though it was recognized
that the issues involved in planning human settlements are not limited
to those created by industrialization and urbanization but extend also
to rural settlements and small towns, 1 some of the first proposals
for a Declaration principle dealt only with urbanization. 154 More
generally, Sweden and India proposed that:
Modern science and technology must be brought to bear in
identifying and avoiding environmental risks in the use of natural
resources and the planning of human scttlernents.'
An elaboration of this proposal by Brazil, Costa Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia, and Zambia,' slightly revised by the Working Group of the
Preparatory Committee,' 57 was forwarded to the Stockholm Com
ference, which incorporated it in Principle T5 as its first sentence,
with the addition of the words "for all."
It was generally accepted that the twin problems of urbanization
and nonurban settlements are not restricted to the developed countries
but are confronting the developing countries on a large scale. Principle 75 is based on the hope that adequate planning can solve most
environmental problems resulting therefrom.
The additional sentence, condemning colonialism and racism, was
suggested by Tanzania,155 and was strongly supported by a group of
tSr. U.N. Doc. E/4667, at —ii (1969).
iSa. U.N. Doe. A/COF.48/1, at 2 (1971); ccc Comment on para, 3 of the
Preamble, pp.• 1-42 sup,a.
U.N. Doe. F/4667. at ia—n (16).
Thus Ssveden suggested that:
The urbanization growth process must he kept under such a plarniccl control that
negative efTects upon the environment sin not counteract the positive aspects of
urbanization.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.tS/PC/WG.i (II) /CRP.a, at 4 (ii).
U.N. Doe . A/CONF.48/PC/WG., (IT) /CRP.a, at 4 0971); id. CRP.6. at 3
:972). For a further dncussion of the scientific and technological aspect of this
proposal see (7omiiient on Principle 18, 5. 4 8—Se in/ca.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.r(TT)/CItP.3/Rev.4, para. 9, at 4 (1972).
t87. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.484 Annex, para. 12. at 4 (1972).
iSS, U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/WG.1/CRP.8 (1972).
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African countries.'59 It is directed against projects which are designed
to perpetuate the separation by races, especially in new housing devclopmcnts. It is also applicable to so-called "Bantustans," where an
attempt is made to rcsettle whole tribes in new, often unproductive,
areas.
Principle 16
Demographic policies, which are without prejudice to basic
human rights and which are deemed appropriate by Governments
concerned, should be applied in those regions where the rate of
population growth or excessive population concentrations are
likely to have adverse effects on the environment or development,
or where low population density may prevent improvement of
the human environment and impede development.
Comment. The touchy question of population growth had to
he handled gingerly in the preparatory work for the Stockholm Conference. It was included in the program of the Conference under the
heading relating to human settlements the Conference was asked to
review "environmental problems arising from population growth and
distribution." 199 Apart from certain proposals made in connection
with paragraph 5 of the Preamble to the Declaration, 19 ' the issue of
including a principle on the subjcct was first raised by Sweden:
Measures must be considered and taken where population growth
is excessive or patterns of life have developed which are wasteful
of natural resources or careless of the envi ronment .1a2
559. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.ICRP.2o (1972); Id., CRP.22, at 2 (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/1'C/6, at 9 ('970). The Conference paper on human
settlements contained the following comment:
While the population crisis is of global dimension, the need to control population
growth and to change migration flows is not felt equally in all countries. In some
less iisuustrializcd countries, for instance, it may be counter productive to control
the growth of sparse populations or to siow down or arrest migrations to small
urban centres which, in these countries, constitute the growth poles of future development, On the other hand, both industrialized and developing countries may
nerd to consider limiting population growth to achieve their development goals
and to meet their environmental objectives in line with their available resources.
In view of the convening for 1974 of a World Population Conference, no attempt
is being made in this paper to discuss extensively population control problems.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/6, at 8 (1971). An earlier paper stated evtn more firmly that:
It was felt that the high levels of population tlensity existing in certain countricl
as well as the problem of population growth which exists in some regions may have
a global significance, but that it was the rtsponsihility of each State to determine
policies on the matter,
U.N. Doc. A/CQNF,48/PC/j3, at 16 (ir).
Sec Comment on para. 5 of the Preamble, pp. 444-46 snpra.
U.N. Doe. A/CON1".48/PC/WG.i(II)/CRP., at 4 ( 1 97 1 ). The Indian
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A joint proposal by Brazil, Egypt, and Yugoslavia would have suggested in a more balanced fashion that there was a iteed to "devise
demographic policies that will take into account the environmental
strains which, in some regions, arise from excessive population concentrations or too low demographic densities."" 3 The idea was
spelled out in a proposal by these countries, in which Costa Rica and
Zambia joined, adding, inter alia, the important proviso that demographic policies should be without prejudice to basic human rights. 154
After a stylistic revision by the Working Group, this proposal was
forwarded to the Stockholm Conference," which adopted it, with
only one minor change.
The idea of "population control" being taboo to many countries,
Principle 13 employs the more general term "demographic policies."
This principle distinguishes clearly between those regions in which
there is overpopulation and those regions (especially in Africa and
South America) where low population density not only impedes development but also results in low nationa' income insufficient for
improving the environment so that a larger population could live in
it, thus creating a vicious circle.
The proviso on human rights in this principle safeguards the right
of individuals to decide on the size of their families and protects them
against governmental edicts (like those of the Pharaoh in the times of
Moses) ordering families to restrict the number of births or providing
for compulsory sterilization. An individual might owe a duty to his
fellow inhabitants of this crowded planet to restrict his family to a
reasonable size, but Principle 13 does not allow the state to force
him to accept birth control. It must be the individual's independent,
voluntary decision. To protect this basic human right, it may also
be necessary to ensure that a state does not deprive an individual of
access to means of birth control. Demographic policies prohibiting
the dissemination of knowledge and devices needed for birth control
would be as destructive of human rights as those directed toward
compulsory birth control.
Principle 17
Appropriate national institutions must be entrusted with the
propo.nl was identical. U.N. Do<t. A/CONF.4/PC/WG. i (ii) /CRP.6, para.
(5972).
ig. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(II)/CRP.3/Rev.3, at 4 (1972).
19. id., Rev. 4, at 4 (1972).
1 95. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, pIca. 53, at 4 (72).

, at
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task of planning, managing or controlling the environmental resources of States with the view to enhancing environmental
quality.

Comment. This principle is a truncated version of a proposal included in the first draft of the Working Group of the Preparatory
Committee which read:

States shall establish and strengthen appropriate institutions to
plan and manage their environmental resources and to elaborate
and enforce environmental quality standards.°°t
This proposal would have imposed directly on states the obligation to
establish appropriate institutions, while the final text puts this obligation in an indirect form, though the word "must" is used, connoting
such an obligation. The early proposal also contained the obligation
to elaborate and enforce environmental quality standards; the final
text merely speaks of 'controlling" the environmental resources, which
does not necessarily include the enactment of required standards.
The first erosion of the original proposal occured when Sweden reworded it to omit the reference to an obligation of states, substituting
for it the neutral "institutions must he established" formula.' A
further rewording by India removed the duty to adopt environmental
standards.'° The idea of "control" in addition to management and
planning was suggested by Australia." 9 A joint proposal by Brazil,
Egypt, and Yugoslavia recognized the need to "ensure that appropriate institutions are given the task of managing the environmental
resources with a view to enhancing environmental quality." 200
The Working Group of the Preparatory Committee combined these
proposals into a formula which was adopted without change by the
Conference.201
Principle 18

Science and technology, as part of their contribution to eco196. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.18/PC.12, Annex 1, at 3 (ii). In a minor variation,
tht Dutch proposal substituted "Each State shall.' U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/
WG.i (II) /CRP.5, para. 8, at 4 (i 972). Canada would have substituted the slightly
weaker phrase "States should.' U.N. J)oc. AJCONF.48/PC/WG. (II)/CRP.4 (1972).
igg. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(I1)/CRP., para 8, at 3 (1971).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WC.t (Ii) /CRP.6, para. 9, at 3 (5972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/I'C/WG.i(II)/CRP.9, para. 8, at 2 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.4SJPC/WG.i (II) /CRP.3 /Rev.3, at 4 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.4J4, Annex, para, i, at 4 (1972). A more elaborate
provision mi the sub)ect was suggested at Stockholm by Iran, but was not adopted by
the Conference Working Group, U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.1/CRP.5, at a (5972).

1
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nomic and social development, must be applied to the identification, avoidance and control of environmental risks and the solution
of environmental problems and for the common good of mankind.

Comment. While some have blamed science and technology as
being the main villains responsible for environmental degradation,
others have looked to them as the main means for preserving and
improving the environment. This principle is based on the second
point of view.
The first draft of the Working Group of the Preparatory Committee included a more positively worded statement of this principle:

States shall apply modern science and technology to the use of
natural resources and to the planning of human settlements in
such a way as to preserve and enhance the human environment
for present and succeeding generations/ °2
Nevertheless, one delegation considered this statement too narrow,
as it did not "reflect the need for international co-operation in the
application of modern science and technology and its transfer to developing countries." 203 This idea was later included in Principle 20.
Sweden was responsible for giving this principle the more impersonal
cast.204 Australia presented a more general and more noble variation
of this proposal which contained references to development and to the
needs of all mankind. 200 A simpler formula, suggested by Brazil,
Egypt, and Yugoslavia,200 was later expanded into the following text:
Science and technology, as part of their contribution to economic
and social organization and development process, can and should
be so directed as to contribute to the prevention and solution, or
U.N. Dcc. A/CONF.48/PC.12, Annex I, at 3

Id., Annex H, at S.

( 1 97 1 ).

The Swedish proposal was as follows:
Modern science and technology must be brought to bear in identifying and avoiding environmental risks in the use of natural rosources and the planning of human
settlements.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(1I)/CRP.2, at 4 (s97 1 ). For an identical proposal
by India see U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.1 (II) /CRP.6. para. 14, at 3 (1972).
The Australian proposal read as follows:
Science and tcchnology must be called upon to provide the solution of the problem
of planning the developrnent necessary for the adequate provision for the material
needs of all mankind in such a way as to avoid a destructive impact on the environment, which would defeat the aim of development.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.r(IJ)/CRP.9, at 2 (5972).
The first draft by Brazil, Fgypt, and Yugoslavia was as follows:
Science and technology can and should be so directed as to equate and solve
adequately environmental problems.
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.r(Il)/CRP.3/Rev.1, at a (1972).
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at least reduction, of environmental problems, including in respect
of natural resourccs exploitation and the physical planning of
human settleincnts. 207
A third version, in the preparation of which Costa Rica and Zambia
joined,208 was accepted by the Working Group of the Preparatory
Committee and was forwarded to the Conference. It read:
Science and technology must be applied to the identification,
avoidance and control of environmental risks and the solution of
environmental problems, in the furtherance of economic and social
development.209
At Stockholm, Brazil suggested rephrasing the reference to economic
and social development and moving it to the beginning of the principle,210 and Chile proposed that science and technology be considered
as the "common property of mankind. 11211 The Working Group
turned these ideas around; in particular, the Chilean proposal ended
in the form of a goal for application of science and technology, "common property" being replaced by "common good."
The final text links application of science and technology to economic and social development; defines the tasks of science and technology as identifying environmental risks, helping in avoiding such
risks, and assisting in controlling them should they nevertheless occur;
and even more broadly imposes on scientists and technologists the
duty to provide a solution for environmental problems. There is
finally the injunction that science and technology should no longer
be the handmaidens of evil but should instead become white knights
acting always for the common good of mankind. Their duty should
no longer be to serve some parochial interests of a nation or an industry, but only the interests of mankind as a whole.
Principle 19
Education in environmental matters, for the younger generation as well as adults, giving due consideration to the underpriviiged, is essential in order to broaden the basis for an enlightened opinion and responsible conduct by individuals,
enterprises and communities in protecting and improving the
Id., ReV. 3, at 3 (1972).
id., F.eV.4, para. to, at 3
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/4, Annex at 4 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.1/CRP.6 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.i/CRP.io (1972).
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environment in its full human dimension. It is also essential that
mass media of communications avoid contributing to the deterioration of the environment, but, on the contrary, disseminate
information of an educational nature, on the need to protect and
improve the environment in order to enable man to develop in
every respect.
Comment. The same UNESCO Conference on the Biosphere which
was the first to suggest the preparation of a Declaration on the Human
Environment also adopted several rccommcndations on the need for
adequate environmental education and the possible contribution of
mass media to such education. 212 The Secretary-General of the United
Nations in his first report on the subject pointed out that "education
at all levels and in all countries is at present not properly designed to
produce adequate understanding and appreciation of the very nature
of environmental problems"; that "very little educational material
suited to the actual requirements of developing countries is as yet
available in this field"; that training of specialists and technicians 10
handle environmental problems is a major need in developing coulltries; and that mass media place too much emphasis "on sensational,
but relatively unimportant issues, ignoring less spcctacular, but more
urgent and fundamental questions." 213 Consequently, the SecretaryGeneral suggested that one of the topics of the Stockholm Conference
should be the "educational aspects of environmental issues." 21 ' The
Preparatory Committee agreed that "the aims of the environmental
information and education action programme at the Conference should
be first to increase man's understanding of the environment and
secondly to build a sense of awareness and commitment for a better
human environment." The Committee recommended that the Working Group on the Declaratioti should include in the Declaration a
statement calling upon states 'to educate and inform the people concerning their environmental rights and responsibilities." 21
Japan was the first to suggest that the Declaration include in the
Preamble a paragraph recognizing the need "to overcome the serious
deficiency in knowledge and education particularly for young generations regarding the problem of the deterioration of the environment
'

aia. U.N. Doe. A/7291, Annex, at 14 - I8 (1968).
U.N. Doe. E/4667. at 18 (1969).
U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.45/PC.8, Annex I, at 5 (eo). For his iatcr ptoosais
on this subject see U.N. Does. A/CONF..S/PC.i 5. 2t 21-22 (797
and A/CoNF.49/
9, at 20- 23, 28--32 (T971).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/i3, at i ( ii).
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which threatens the present and future generations of mankind." 21
But the first principle on the subject was proposed by Brazil, Costa
Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia, and Zambia, in the following form:
Education in environmental matters, especially for the younger
generations, is essential in order to broaden the basis for an enlightened opinion and responsible conduct by individuals, enterprises and communities in protecting and enhancing the environment.217
This proposal was forwarded without change by the Working Group
of the Preparatory Committee to the Stockholm Conference. 215 A
complete revision of it suggested by the Holy See would have introduced a number of additional ideas:
It is essential that public opinion should he continuously formed
and informed on matters relating to the environment considered
in its full anthropological dimension, in order to bring home to
individuals, enterprises and communities a sense of their responsibilities in protecting and improving a truly human environment;
it is necessary to provide the younger generations with appropriate
instruction and to ensure that adults, especially the under privileged, are continuously educated in the changing conditions
of the environment. 219
While the Working Group of the Conference accepted some of these
ideas, it reformulated them and added the scntence relating to mass
media.
The final text recognizes that not only the young but also adults,
and especially the underprivileged, need education in environmental
matters. Such education would create a broader basis for enlightened
public opinion and would lead to a more responsible conduct by individuals, especially those in charge of enterprises and communities.
After an indirect criticism of mass media for their contribution to
the deterioration of the environment - having in mind perhaps the
masses of newspapers which need to be disposed of every day and the
noise pollution caused by ubiquitous transistor radios - Principle 19
exhorts them in a rather gingerly fashion merely to disseminate inU.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i (IT) /CRP.7 (1972).
U.N. hoc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG., (II) /CRI'.3 /Rev.4, at

3 (17). For different
versions, combining education with scienti6c research, see U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/
WG.i (II) /CRP.a, para. 9, at 3 (ii) (the Swcdish proposal); U.N. Doe. A/CONF,48/
PC/WG.i(ll)/CRP.6, para. Is, at 3 (1972) (the Indian proposal).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, para. 16, at 4 (1972).

U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.i /CRP.7

(1972).
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formatiun of an educational nature on the need to protect and improve
the environment.
This is a far cry from the original injunction of the Secretary-General
of the Conference to develop "a dynamic sense of responsibility in the
general public," and the Preparatory Committee's appeal for the
promotion through all pedagogical means of a new environmental
ethic ("roan's being an integral part of the whole environment"), and
thus avoid the creation of an environmental educational gap between
governments and peoplC.2211
Principle 20
Scientific research and development in the context of environmental problems, both national and multinational, must be promoted in all countries, especially the developing countries. In this
connection, the free flow of up-to-date scientific information and
transfer of experience must be supported and assisted, to facilitate
the solution of environmental problems; environmental technologies should be made available to developing countries on
terms which would encourage their wide dissemination without
constituting an economic burden on the developing countries.
Comment. The recognition of the need for scientific research in the
field of environment can also be traced to the UNESCO Conference
on the Biosphere. 221 In his first report, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations recognized that significant research problems on
global scale environmental phenomena required major international
programs; that more emphasis needed to be placed on the biological
and social sciences, especially as little was known about many extremely
complex sccio-cultural and psychological problems of the environment; and that more must be clone about the transfer of technology
from developed to developing countries. 222 In a more definite manner,
the Preparatory Committee stressed the need to improve exchange of
information on environmental matters between governments, particularly with regard to information other than scientific. 21
In its first draft, the Working Group of the Preparatory Committee
proposed merely that:

States shall promote the free exchange of scientific and other inU.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/PC/ i , at 18-19 (1971).
U.N. Doe. A/7291, Annex, at 8-10 , 22,24 (s p98).
U.N. Doe. E/4667, at 16- 17 (r6).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC.9, at 29 (1971). For a report on the subject by
the Secretary-General see U.N. Doc A/CONF,48/PC.i, at 26-33 (1971). For a
criticisin of this report sce U.N. Doe. A/CON148/PC/i3, at 22 - 23 (1971).
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formation and facilitate the sharing of experience in combating
environmental problems. 224

The working group at its second session blended variations 225 on this
theme into the following text:
Research and the free exchange and transfer of scientific and other
knowledge and experience must be promoted to the fullest extent
practicable in order to facilitate the solving of environmental problcms taking particularly into account the needs of developing
countries.229
The Stockholm Conference was faced with a variety of amendments designed to strengthen this provision for the benefit of the
developing countries. Brazil proposed deletion of "to the fullest
extent practicable,' 1221 a phrase permitting the developed countries to
argue that certain measures were not practicable (e.g., because of
patent or copyright problems). Sudan thought that "taking into
account the needs of developing countries" was too weak, and that the
developed countries should be "giving priority to the needs of developing countries."228 Algeria suggested rather boldly that not only
scientific knowledge but also technology should be transferred to the
developing cotintries "free of charge," 229 while China proposed quite
pointedly that:
Advanced science and technology in connexion with protecting
and enhancing the environment should not be monopolized by
One or two countries, and should be provided without compensation to the countries in need of them, Particularly the developing
countries 230
These ideas were expressed more gently in the final text, which states
that "environmental technologies should be made available to developing countries on terms which would encourage their wide dissemination without constituting an economic burden on the developing
countries."
India attempted to insert a reference to "development" by suggesting
that the world community should take into account both the needs
U.N. Doc. A/CONF, 48/PC.12, Annex I, at 4 (r971).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.45/PC/WG.I(Il)/CRP.2, para.9, at 3 (ii); id, CRP.3/
Rev.4, para. i, at 5 1972); id., CRP.6, para. II, at 3
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at 4 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.1 /CRP.6 (1972).
225. U.N. Doc. A/CONF'.45/WG. I /CRP.z (1972).
229. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.1/CRP.i4 (1972).
235. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.T/CRP.23, at 3 (1972).
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of the developing countries and "the necessity to further research and
development in those countries." 1 By shifting this idea to the forefront of the principle, the final text placed emphasis on the promotion
of both scientik research and development for the solution of environmental problems "in all countries, especially the developing
countries."
Attempts to combine these drafts were made by two groups of
African countries, which presented the following merged text:
Research and the free exchange and transfer of up-to-date scientific,
technological and other knowledge and experience must be promoted to the fullest extent in order to facilitate the solving of
environmental problems giving priority to the needs of developing
countries.232
The final text is more carefully written. Free exchange and transfer
of scientific, technological, and other knowledge and experience have
been replaced by "free flow" of scientific information, while transfer
of "experience" and of technology will no longer be free. The needs
of developing countries are no longer given priority, but special
arrangements are to he made for making environmental technologies
available to them. MThile scientific research "must" he promoted, and
free flow of scientific information "must be supported and assisted," in
connection with environmental technologies the weaker "should be
made available" is used; on the other hand, the weasel phrase "to the
fullest extent practicable" has been deleted. In this way a compromise
has been achieved, balancing the desire of the develüping countries for
maximum benefits against the fears of the developed countries concerning excessive commitments.
Principle 21
States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and the principles of international law, the sovereign right to
exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental
policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their
jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment
of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

Comment. This principle attempts to balance the right of a state
to control matters within its territory with its responsibility to ensure
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/CRP.9. at 2 (972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.r/CRP.2o (1972); id. CRP.22, at 2 (1972).
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that what is done within that territory does not cause damage outside.
The right of a state to control the exploitation of resources within
its territory is one of the basic components of state sovereignty. This
right was recognized explicitly by several resolutions of the General
Assembly. Thus in 1952 the General Assembly adopted a resolution
pointing out that "the right of peoples freely to use and exploit their
natural wealth and resources is inherent in their sovereignty and is
in accordance with the Purposes and Principles of the Charter of the
United Nations." 233 In 3954 the General Assembly requested the
Commission on Human Rights to include among its recommendations
concerning international respect for the right of peoples and nations to
self-determination one concerning their "permanent sovereignty over
their natural wealth and resources, having due regard to the rights and
duties of States under international law and to the importance of encouraging international co-operation in the economic development of
under-developed countries."234 The Commission accordingly included
in article i of both draft Covenants on Human Rights the following
paragraph:
The right of peoples to self-determination shall also include
permanent sovereignty over their natural wealth and resources.
In no case may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence on the grounds of any rights that may be claimed by
other States.233
The General Assembly later rewrote this paragraph, and the final
text reads:
All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural
wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising
out of international economic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual benet, and international law. In no case may a
people be deprived of its own meatis of sub sistence . 2 1 1
G.A. Res. 626, Dcc, 21, 1952, p U.N. GAOR, Sum. 20 (Doe. it/2361) at iS
(1953). '[he idea appeared earlier, in a narrower form, in Res. 523, Jan. 12, 1952,
which noted that 'underdrvrh>ped countries have the right to determine frerly the use
of their natural resources." 6 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 20 (Doe. A/i 19) at ao (1 952).
G.A. Res. Sap, Dec. 14, 1954, g U.N. GAOR, Supp. 21 (Doe. A/289o) at 21
(1954).
so U.N. GAOR, Anncxrs, Agenda Itens af (Part IT) (Duc. A/agap, ch. W) at
53 (1955) .Acoiursient stated that the right of sclf-drtermination certainly included the
simple and elementary principle that a nation or people should be niaster of its own
natural wealth or resources. The proposal, it was emphasized, was not intended to
frighten off foreign investnlrnt by a threat of expropriation or conhscmstion; it was intended rather to Warn against such foreign exploitation as might result in depriving the
local population of its own means of subsistence." Ed. Sit 15.
G.A. P.m. 2200, Annex, Dec. 16, 1966, 21 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 16 (Doe.

A/616) at 49, 53 (1967).
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In the meantime, the General Assembly requested in 1958 a survey
of the status of the permanent sovereignty of peoples and nations over
their natural wealth and resources, with due regard "to the rights
and duties of States under international law and to the importance of
encouraging international cooperation in the economic development
of under-developed countries"; 237 and on the basis of that study 238
the General Assembly adopted in 1962 a detailed resolution on the
subject, declaring, inter alia, that:
The right of peoples and nations to permanent sovereignty over
their natural wealth and resources must be exercised in the
interest of their national development and of the well-bcing of
the people of the State concerned. 3°
This resolution was reaffirmed in 1966, at the same time that the
Covenants on Human Rights were approved; the General Assembly
also confirmed that "the exploitation of natural resources in each
country shall always be conducted in accordance with its national
laws and regulations."240
In the light of this history, the Secretary-General suggested in his
1970 questionnaire that the Declaration on Human Environment include the "principle of national sovereignty over natural resources. 11241
This suggestion was endorsed in several replies to the questionnaire. 242
Canada suggested the following six principles:
r. Every State has a sovereign and inalienable right to its environment including its land, air and water, and to dispose of its
natural resources.
Every State has a right to environmental integrity corresponding to its right to territorial integrity.
Every State has the right to take all necessary and appropriate
measures to protect its environmental integrity.
G.A. Res. 1314, Dcc, 52, 5938, 13 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 18 (Doe. A/409o) at
27 (ip).
U.N. Does. A/AC.97/5/Rev.2, E/3si, A/AC.97/13, at 244 (U.N. Pubi.
62.V.6, 1962).
ss. G.A. Res, 1803, Dec. 54, 1962, 17 U.N. GAOR, Supp. i (Doe. A/5217) at
15 (1963).
G.A. Ret. 2158, Nov. 25, 1966, 21 U.N. GAOR, Supp. 16 (Doe. A/6316) at
29 (5967). Sec also G.A. Res, 2692, Dec. II, 1970, 25 U.N. GAUR, Supp. 2 9 (Doc.
A/8o28) at 63 (1971). In 1972 the General Assembly broadened the scope of the right
to control natural resources be affirming that states permanent sovereignty extended to
"all their natural resources, on land within their intcrnational boundaries, as well as
those found in the seabed and the subsoil thereof within their national jurisdiction and
in the ssiperjacent waters." U.N. Doc. A/RES/3016, Jan. 15, 5973,
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i/CRP.4, at 53 (1970.
Id. at 58 (Switzerland), 6o (United Arab Republic); id, Add.a, at 6 (Soviet
Union).
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4 , Every State has a duty to conduct its activities with due regard
to their eects upon the cnvircmment of other States.
No State may use or permit the use of its territory in such
a manner as to cause damage to the environment of other States
or to the environment of areas beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction.
No State may use areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction in such a manner as to cause damage to the environment
of such areas or to the environment of other States. 2 ' 3
The Working Group of the Preparatory Committee included in the
preamble to its first draft two parallel statements:
Each State has inalienable sovereignty over its naiural resources;
Each State has the responsibility to exercise its sovereignty over
its natural resources in a manner compatible with the need to
ensure the preservation and enhancement of the human environm cm.- ., 44
Some members of the Working Group would have preferred to merge
these two paragraphs in order to place the concept of sovereignty in
its environmental context. Others argued that the exercise of sovereignty cannot be subject to qualification or limitation and urged the
deletion of reference to the need to preserve the environment in the
second paragraph. 245 It was also suggested that, in order to follow
more closely the resolutions of the General Assembly on the subject, a
reference should he made to the right of a state to freely exploit its
natural resources.215
A more radical proposal would have included in the Preamble either
a statement that "[e]ach State has inalienable sovereignty over its
environment," or, by merging the old and the new text: "Each State
has inalienable sovereignty over its environment and over its resources."24 The same delegation (probably Canada) also proposed
the insertion in the draft Declaration of a new principle:
Each State has a sovereign right to its environment and to dispose
of its natural resources and a right to take all necessary and appropriate measures to protect its environmental integrity. 245
Id. at 3.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF..18/PC.12. Annex I, at i ( 171).
Id., Annex II, at 5.
Id.
Id. at 12.
Id.
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In support of this proposal, it was argued that as a first step in the
development of international environmental law it is necessary to
make clear the principle that 'sovereignty includes the right to environmental integrity and the right to maintain that integrity in a
wholesome and unimpaired condition.C4l Another delegation supported this proposal, subject to the condition that any such right can
be exercised only in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations and the general principles of international law. 23° Several
other delegations opposed these proposals, however. They observed
that, unlike the concept of sovereignty, the concept of the human environment did not have any clearly established limits; consequently,
the proposed new principle could be interpreted as "implying that each
State was left free to define the extent of its environment" to the
prejudice of the established principles of international lawYul One
must note, however, that the proposed amendment would have
effectively disposed of this objection, since it would have subjected the
exercise of the right of a state to protect its environmental integrity
to the general principles of international law. The idea of referring to
international law was used in another context, however, when the
Working Group decided to include among the principles the following
Principle 6:

Each State has the responsibility, in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations and consistent with the principles of international law, to conduct its activities so as not to cause damage
to the environment of other States, or to the environment of areas
.152
beyond the limits of national
When the matter was reconsidered at the second session of the
Working Group, Sweden attempted to move the discussion to a different level by suggesting the following broad principle:
249. Id. at 13.
250. Id. at 14.
ai. id
252. id., Annex I. at 3. The following alternative text also found some support:
each State, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and consistent
with the principles of international law, shall conduct its activities so as not to
cause damage to the environment of other States or to the environlnent of areas
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.
Id., Annex II, at 8. Canada proposed later the following version which also included
non-governmental activities:
States have the responsibility, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and the principles of international law, to ensure that activities within their lurisdiclion or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States, or to the
environment of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.
U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/PC/WG.i (IT) /CRP.4 (1972).
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In bringing about economic and social development and adequate
conditions for all, states whether acting individually in the exercise
of their sovereignty over their natural resources or in concert
through international organizations, must use their power to preserve and enhance the human environment and to ensure favourable living and working conditions for all. 253
In an effort to avoid a direct statement of state responsibility, Sweden
also proposed that:
It must be ensured by every state that activities within its jurisdiction or control are conducted so as not to cause damage to the
environment of other states or of areas beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction.234
A more precise formulation of the first of these two principles was
suggested by the Netherlands:
Each State, when exercising sovereignty over its natural resources
for economic and social development, shall take due account of
the effect of its activities on the ecological balance of the biosphere.255
An Australian attempt to combine the principles relating to national
sovereignty over resources and to the duty of a state not to cause
damage beyond its boundaries took the following form:
In conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and the
principles of international law, each State should, without prejudice to its sovereign right to exploit its own resources, take
effective steps to ensure that present or future activities within its
jurisdiction or control cause no damage to the environment of
other States or areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.
It should consult and cooperate with other States as relevant. 25
The sovereign right of each country to exploit its resources was put
in the forefront of the joint proposal by Brazil, Egypt, and Yugoslavia, but was accompanied by recognition that this right is limited
by the need to avoid harmful effects on the environment beyond its
borders.257 A later version of this proposal made clear that this right
U.N. Doc. A/CONF48/PC/WG.r(11)/CRP.2, at 3 ('i).
id. at 4.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.s(II)/CR1`.5, at 3 (5972). Its second principle was close to PrincpIe 6 of the Working Group. Id. para. 14, at 4 - 5. For an
Indian variant of the two principles see U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WC.i(II)/CRP.6,
paras. 7-8, at 3 (1972).
26. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i(11)/CRP.9, at 2 (iya).
257. This early draft of the joint three-State proposal read as follows:
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shall be exercised "in consistency with the Charter of the United
Nations and the principles of international 1aw." 2 The anal version
of this proposal, co-sponsored by Costa Rica and Zambia, was accepted
by the Working Group, except that the reference to "environmental
policies, standards and criteria" was shortened to "environmental
poliCieS.1,251 While no changes were made in this paragraph at Stockholm, the United States made a statement of interpretation claiming
that:
[N]othing contained in this principle, or elsewhere in the Declaration, diminishes in any way the obligation of States to prevent
environmental damage or gives rise to any right on the part of
States to take actions in derogation of the rights of other States or
of the community of nations. The statement on the responsibility
of States for damage caused to the environment of other States or
of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction is not in any
way a limitation on the above obligation, but an a1rmation of
existing rules concerning liability in the event of default on the
obligation 211
The consensus reached in the Working Group of the Preparatory
Committee on this principle was so fragile that the Working Group
of the Conference not only refused to clarify the text, as suggested by
the United States, but also rejected a number of amendments of the
kind that it had no trouble in accepting in connection with other
principles. Thus it rejected a Brazilian proposal to delete the restricti'e reference to the Chartcr of the United Nations and the principles of international law, as well as another Brazilian proposal to
restore an earlier tcxt allowing each state to follow, without any
restriction, not only its environmental policies but also its "standards
and criteria.2@l The Working Group also refused to make a concession to the group of nine African countries, which wanted to make
clear that the sovereign right to exploit resources was accompanied by
the right to control them ,212
The sovereign right of each country to exploit its own resources in accordance
with its own environmental policics, randards and criteria shall be exercised in
such a manner as to avoid producing harmful rCects on other countries or on areas
beyond national jurisdiction.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.49/pC/WG., (11) /C1tP /Rcv.a, at 2 (1972).
aSS. Id,, Rev.3, at 3 (1972).
259. Compare U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.1 (II) /CItP.3/Rev.4, para.
5, at 3
(1972) Wit/i U.N. Dcc. A/CONF,48/4, Annex, para. s H, at 4 (1972).
26c. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/14, at si8 (1972).
265. U.N. Doc. A/CDNF.48/WG.i /CRP.6 (rppa).
26a. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.L/CRP.22, at a (1972).
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The final text does not merely reiterate the generally accepted prin
ciple that a state has the sovereign right to exploit its own resources,
but gives the blessing of the Charter and of the principles of international law to the right of a state to exploit these resources pursuant to
its own environmental policies. While this provision does not go as
far as to assert that a state has unlimited sovereignty over its environment, it comes quite close to such an assertion. An over-broad interpretation of this sovereign right would be inconsistent with the rest of
the Declaration which emphasizes the fact that no part of the global
environment can be separated from the rest and that it has to be
preserved and improved for the benefit of all the people of both the
present and future generations. No state can claim an absolute right
to ruin its environment in order to obtain some transient benefits. It
should think not only of the effect on other peoples but also about the
future of its own people. It should not ruin the soil of its country in
order to get a few extra crops or to sell more wood or pulp. Destruction and depletion of irreplaceable resources are clearly condemned by
the Declaration, even when there is no effect abroad, and a state
cannot engage in such activities behind the shield of misconceived
sovereignty. It would have been better, therefore, if some clearer guideline had been inserted in the first part of Principle 21. It is unfortunate
that the Conference did not consider the proposal by the Holy See that
in the exploitation of national resources states should follow "a just
environmental policy."2 There is clearly need here for some standard
referring to the common good rather than to states' own policies,
however inadequate.
The second part of Principle 21 was considered by many so important that they were willing to pay the price of the imperfections
of the first part in order to nail down a crucial rule of general importance. The Canadian delegation, for instance, later commented
that this principle reflects existing rules of international law, the first
element in it stressing the rights of states, "while the second element
made it clear that those rights must be limited or balanced by the
responsibility to ensure that the exercise of rights did not result in
damage to others." This balancing of rights and responsibility was
essential "to reconcile national interests and those of the international
community."264 While the principle of responsibility of one state for
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.41/WG,1/CRP.7, at 2 (1972).
U.N. Dcc. A/AC.138/SC.11h/SR.2o, at 4 (prov. ed. 1972). Principles 21 and
22 have been accepted by the Governments of the United States and Canada, in a joint
communiqué of Jub' 13, 1972, as the basis for the development of law and pmncedures
for settlement of disputes of an environmental nature." id. at 5; Council on Environ-
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damage caused in another is generally recognized, though there have
been only a few relevant international decisions on the subject, 2
Principle 21 makes clear that the rule of responsibility applies not
only to damage caused to the environment of other states but also to
any injury inflicted on the environment of "areas beyond the limits of
national jurisdiction," such as the high seas or Antarctica. Within
the ambit of the principle are not only damage-causing activities
within the area under a state's jurisdiction, including its territorial
waters, but also activities conducted by persons or ships under its
"control," wherever they may act. This extension of the principle
applies clearly to citizens of a state, to ships flying its flag, and perhaps
even to corporations incorporated in its territory. It is more doubtful
whether it applies to residents of a state, to ships owned by its nationals
but flying other countries' flags, or to foreign subsidiaries controlled
by corporations incorporated in the state. Even if broad application
of this principle should result in concurrent responsibility of several
states, it may be hoped that states wuuld he willing to interpret this
provision in a manner which would best ensure an adequate preservation of the human environment.
Principle 22
States shall co-operate to develop further the international law
regarding liability and compensation for the victims of pollution
and other environmental damage caused by activities within the
jurisdiction or control of such States to areas beyond their jurisdiction.

Comment. This principle is closely conncctcd with the previous
one. If states arc bound by international law to prevent activities
which damage the environment in other stares or in areas beyond
national jurisdiction, states should also he responsible for damage
actually caused by such illegal activities. This link appeared earlier
in the questionnaire circulated by the Secretary-General in 1970, in
which he suggested the inclusion in the Declaration of "the principle
that States are internationally responsible for harm caused by them
or their citizens to environmental resources shared with other States
and for ensuring that national activities are carried out in conformity
mental Quality, Meettng between Mr. Train and Mr. Davis to Discuss Environmental
Concerns, July T4, 1972, at I (niiniec, press release) ..See aLro 3 ENVISSOXMENTAT, REP.,
Cuaic. DEV. 345 (192).
26. For a recent survey of intCrnationa dccisicins ansi agreements on the subect see
Bleicher, An Overz.iew of !nternationsrl Enuironnseiaai Regulation, 2 Ecojony L.Q. a,
at 16-51 (1972).
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with the principles set forth in the present Dec1aration." 2° \Vhile
some replies to this questionnaire accepted the idea of liability of a
state for damage caused to areas beyond that state's jurisdiction, 2
others expressed doubts about it. 2
The Working Group of the Preparatory Committee had before it a
simple proposal by Canada that:
Each state has the responsibility to compensate for damage to the
environment caused by activities carried on within its territory. 26
Other states were not ready, however, to go so far, and proposed
that the matter be referred for further study. As a compromise, they
agreed to include in the Declaration a proposal that:
States shall examine the possibility of concluding international
agreements providing for compensation in respect of damage to
the environment caused by its activities. 57
An alternative proposal would have limited liability to activities
prohibited by special agreements:
Each State has the responsibilit) to compensate for damage to the
environment caused by nonperformancc or disregard of the
specific engagements to which it is a uarty.271
The main opposition to the proposal was based on fear that it would
be "tantamount to endorsing the principle of the absolute liability of
States," based on the risk theory. Preference was expressed for restricting responsibility to cases of "negligence of a State, imputable
either to inaction or the failure to fulfil specific commitments." 272
At the second session of the Working Group, Australia presented a
draft paralleling the language of the previous principle:

In conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and the
principles of international law, when such damage has occurred,
the State, activities within which were responsible for the damage,
U.N. Doc. A/C0NF.48/PC/WG.1/CRP.4, at 14 (1970id. at 26 (CoTorribia), 55 (Switzerlan(l).
265. Id. at 19 (Austria), 46 (Japan).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/2C1 2, Annex I, at 3 (1971). For a previous draft see
U.N. Do. A/CQNF.48/PC/WG.I/CRP.4/Add.2, para. 7. at 3
U.N. Doc. A/CQ17.45/PC.I2, Annex 1, at 3 (ii). It was suggested that
the text might he strcrigthene(I by changing the beginning phrase to 'States shall seek
to conclude." Id., Annex IT, at p. Anothor proposal would have made the last phrase
more precise by reformulating it as follows:
. . caused to the environment of othet
States be activities carried on within or outside their territory." U. at io.
Id. at 9.
Id. at 55.
".
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should rectify or compensate for the damage and co-operate in
the development of procedures for settling disputes which may
arise.273
A similar proposal made by Brazil, Costa Rica, Egypt, Yugoslavia,
and Zambia emphasized the need to "provide, in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international law,
economic indemnification for damage caused beyond national jurisdiction, whenever compensation by other means is not feasible." 274 The
more conservative viewpoint prevailed, however, and the Working
Group recommended the following text:
States shall cooperate to develop further the international law
regarding liability and compensation in respect of damage which
is caused by activities within their jurisdiction or control to the
environment of areas beyond their jurisdiction. 273
At Stockholm only minor changes were made in this draft. In
particular, the Working Group of the Conference rejected a Chinese
proposal which would have added the following sentence:
The victim state has the right to demand compensation from the
pollutor-country which has discharged or dumped at will toxic
substances, thereby seriously polluting and poisoning the environment of other states.276
While Principle 22 contains merely a promise that states shall cooperate to develop further the international law regarding liability for
environmental damage, the word "further" contains an admission that
some law on the subject already exists. It also makes clear that liability
is not limited to pollution but also extends to other environmental
damage, for instance, that caused by "environmental agression," such
as weather and climate modification, changing the flow of ocean
currents, melting the polar icecaps, etc. Principle 22 follows Principle
U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/PC/WG.i(1I)/CRP.p, at 2 (1972). More forthrightly,
Canada suggested that:
States have the responsibility in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and the principles of international law, to compensate for damage caused by
activities within their jurisdiction or control and should Co-operate in the development of procedures for the settlement Of disputes which may arise.
U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.4/PC/WG.I(ll)/CRP.4 (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.I(11)/CRP.3/ReV.4, at 4 (19r7). A similar
proposal was made at Stockholm by Brazil. U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/WG.i/CRP.6
(i p72).
27. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at 4 (1972).
276. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WG.I/CRP.23, at 3 (1972).
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21 in broadening liability; it applics not only to activities within the
jurisdiction of states, but also to those under their control.
This principle has been hailed by the Canadian Government as one
laying the foundation for the future development of international
environmental law; less than a month after its adoption this principle
was applied by the Governments of Canada and the United States to
environmental questions which may arise between them, and they
agreed to cooperate in the development of arrangements concerning
compensation for the victims of pollution YU
During the preparatory stage of the Conference, Principles 21 and
22 relating to possible damage to the environment and to liability for
it were accompanied by a third principle relating to the duty to provide a proper warning to other states. The Working Group of the
Preparatory Committee originally proposed that:

Relevant information must be supplied by States on activities or
developments within their jurisdiction or under their control
whenever they believe, or have reason to believe, that such information is needed to avoid the risk of significant adverse effects
on the environment in areas beyond their national jurisdiction. 278
This so-called "Principle 20 " was the subject of lengthy debates at
Stockholm and was forwarded by the Conference to the 27th session
of the General Assembl , which incorporated a modied version of
it in a separate resolution. Its origins can be traced to the suggestion
by the Secretary-General that the Declaration include a principle
relating to:
[T]hc right and duty to consult each other if there is reason to
believe that any planned activity may cause serious harm to the
environment in general or infringe upon the environmental rights
of other States.275
The Working Group of the Preparatory Committee had before it a
proposal by the United States that:
Whenever a proposed activity by any State might cause grave harm
to human environment beyond its territory the State or States
U.N. 1)nc. A/AC.r18/SCJTI/SR.2,o, at 4-5 (pray. ed.

1972).

Sec also

note

264 stipra.

U.N. Doc. A/CONF48/4, Annoy, para. 20, at 4 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.1 /CRP.4, at 14 (1971). The idea was approved by severa' Covernmcnts. See at. at 19 (Austria), 26 (Colombia), 58 (Switzerland), and id. Add.j, at 6 (United Kingdom).
210. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i/CRI?.4, at 65 0971).
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planning such an activity should undertake appropriate international consultations before proceeding with any such activity. 280
Canada presented a slightly more elaborate proposal, clarifying what was
meant by appropriate international consultations":
Every State has a duty to consult with other States before undertaking activities which may damage the environment of such States,
and a similar duty to consult with the appropriate international
organization, if any, before undertaking activities which may damage the environment in areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction 281
Since the Working Group could not agree on a proper formulation, it
presented two complementary texts, one emphasizing the duty to consult and the other empowering a state to demand consultation if another state's activities threaten damage. They read as follows:
Each State has the duty to undertake international consultations
before proceeding with activities which may cause damage to the
environment of another State or to the environment of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.
A State having reason to believe that the activities of another
State may cause damage to its environment or to the environment
of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, may request
international consultations concerning the envisaged activities. 2
Some delegations contended that these provisions were not suitable
for inclusion in the Declaration because they were either "inherent in
the obligations undertaken by Member States in the Charter of the
United Nations, and thus redundant," or "were an extension of these
obligations which would be outside the scope of a declaratory and inspirational instrument." 3 It would be more appropriate to deal with
them through international treaties, which would require, however,
Ic!., Add.2, at 3 (j971). A later version of the Canadian proposal read:
Statrs diould give notice to other States (or appropriate international agency, if
any) and, where requested, should undertake international consultations before
proceeding with activities which may cause damage to the environment of another
State or to the areas beyond the Iimsts of national jurisdiction; such notice shall
include sufficient facts as will permit tim recipient State to assess the probable effect
of the proposed activities,

251

U.N. Doc. A/CONTh4S/I'C/WG.i (II) /CRP.4. at 2 (i q72)
aSa. U.N. Dcc. A/CONF.48/PC.12. Annex I, at 3 (1971). It was also suggested
that the term "damage" be qual bed by an ad;cctive such as serious or 'substantial."
Id., Annex II, at 9.
283. Id. at 8.
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detailed negotiations. 284 Others opposed these provisions on substantive
grounds, arguing that they "neither had a sound juridical basis nor
could be considered politically desirable, at least at the present stage
of scientific knowledge of the problems of the environment." 285
At the second session of the Working Group the Netherlands suggested forthrightly that:
States shall inform other States directly concerned or appropriate
international organizations on any envisaged activity which may
cause damage to the environment of those States or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction; in appropriate cases States
shall enter into international consultations. 288
A more limited proposal was made by Australia, which, however, contained the additional obligation to engage in a "collaborative investigation." 287 Brazil, Egypt, and Yugoslavia proposed an even vaguer
statement, stressing the need to "supply the relevant information on
facts that, in the view of those responsible for them, may provoke
serious environmental damage beyond national jurisdiction." 288 As
revised later, in cooperation with Costa Rica and Zambia, this proposal was accepted by the Working Group and became Principle 20 of
the Preparatory Committee draft. 2
At Stockholm a group of African countries suggested a strengthening of the obligation by deleting the words "they believe, or have reason to believe that" and by omitting the word "significant." 2 ° Argentina would also have strengthened the obligation by adding the
following additional sentence:
This information must also be supplied at the request of any of the
Parties concerned, within appropriate time, and with such data
as may be available and as would enable the above-mentioned
Id. at 9.
Id.

a86. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.r(ll)/CRP., at 5 (1972).
2f7. The Australian proposal was as follows:
When, in any State, a major acnvity is contemplated that has an appreciable
probability of damaging the environment of another State, or States, or of international areas, the first State should inform the States concerned and, if requested,
undertake detailed collaborative investigations.
U.N. Doe. A/C0NF.48/PC/WG.1 (11)/CR?.9, at a (1972).
a88. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.:(II)/CRP.3/Rev.3, at 4 (5972).
See note 278 snpflsz.
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.i/CRP.20 (1972); id., CRP.22, at 3 (12). These
amendments were also supported by several Latin American countries. U.N. Doc.
A/CONF.48/i4, at ri; id., Corr.i (5972).
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Parties to inform and judge by themselves of the nature and prob
able effects of such activities.'
On the other hand, Brazil suggested the following limitation:
No State is obliged to supply information under conditions that,
in its founded judgement, may jeopardize its national security,
economic development or its national efforts to improve environment.292
The Conference decided to refer the text and the proposed amendments for the considcratio.n of the General Assembly 293 in the hope
that a consensus would emerge by the time the General Assembly
discussed that principle. 294
Brazil, which was the main opponent in Stockholm of adopting a
principle which might be misused for placing obstacles in the path of
development, took the lead at the General Assembly in presenting a
draft resolution which was co-sponsored by a large group of developing countries and a few developed countries. It was proposed that the
General Assembly adopt the following resolution:

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind that, in exercising their sovereignty over their
natural resources, States must seek, through effective bilateral and
multilateral co-operation or through regional machinery, to preserve and improve the environment,
f. Emphasizes that, in the exploration, exploitation and development of their natural resources, States must not produce significant harmful effects in zones situated outside their national
jurisdiction;
Recognizes that co-operation between States in the field of
the environment, including co-operation towards the implementation of principles 21 and 22 of the Declaration of the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment, will be effectively achieved if official and public knowledge is provided of the
technical data relating to the work to he carried out by States
within their national jurisdiction with a view to avoiding significant harm that may occur in the human environment of the
adjacent area;
Recognizes further that the technical data referred to in the
preceding paragraph will be given and received in the best spirit
U.N. Doc. A/C0NP4S/CR1'5 (1972).
U.N. ijoc. A/CONF,48/ i, 3t 119 (1972).
id
id, at

116

(tatcnient by Zambia).
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of co-operation and good neighbourliness, without this being
construed as enabling each State to delay or impede the programmes and projects of exploration, exploitation and development of the natural resources of the States in whose territories
such programmes and projects are carried out. 2
Emphasizing that "conditions of under-development were incompatible with an environment which was both sociologically and
ethically acceptable," and that "the responsibility of the international
community for its environment must, first and foremost, be translated
into terms of global co-operation for global social and economic expansion and development,'lH the Brazilian representative explained
that the proposed resolution was intended to reinforce, in an operational and practical manner, the scope and significance of Principles
21 and 22, which he whole-heartedly supported. Its purpose was to
provide member states with "the guidelines they required in order
to co-operate in a true sense of good neighborliness." 297
Some states were, however, opposed to the revival of Principle 20,
arguing, inter alia, that it was for each state to decide the kind of
information it wished to transmit. 298 Canada attempted to revise the
proposed resolution, because it believed that the proposal made an
attempt to reinterpret Principles 21 and 22 of the Stockholm Declaration. The Canadian representative noted that:
In effect, [the draft resolution] appeared to imply that all that
was required to ensure international co-operation on environmental
matters was the provision of information on activities which
might have a harmful effect on other States. It suggested that the
implementation of principles 21 and 22 would he achieved if
knowledge was provided of the technical data relating to the work
envisaged. However, those two principles involved not only the
U.N. Doe. A/89os, at 34 (ia).
U.N. iJoc. A/C.2/SR.1466, at 16 (prey. ed. 1972).
Id. at 15. Similar statements were made by representatives of Argentina, id.
at 17; Pakistan, U.N. Doe. A/C.2/SR.1467, at 6 (pros'. cd. 1972); Sri Lanka,
A/C.2/SR.1469, at 2-3 (pow. cd. 'gya); Venezuela, U.N. Dc. A/C.2/SR.1471, at 3
(prov. ed. 5972) Trinidad and Tobago, U.N. Doc. A/C.2,/SR.1472, at 20 (pros'. ed.
5972); Malaysia, U.N. Doe. A/C.2/SR.1473, at 12-13 (pros'. ed. 5972); Zambia,
:d. at 14.
The proposal was also endorsed by the United States. U.N. Does. A/C.2/SR,1467, at
4 (pros'. ed. 1972) and A/C2/SR1473, at (i—i 7 (5972); Australia. U.N. Dec.
A/C,2/SR.1468, at it (pros'. n(l. 1972) Austria, U.N. Dec. A/C./SR.1469, at .
(prey. nil. 1972); Haiti, id. at 12; Guatemala, id. at 13-14: Spain, U.N. Doc. A/Ca!
SR.1470, at 5 (pros'. ed. 1972); Yugoslavia, id. at 7; Egypt, td.; Indonesia, id. at To;
Cyprus, Id. at aa; Libya, U.N. Doc. A/C.a/SR.1471, at 2 (pray. ed. 5972); Italy, id.
at 6; Thailand, U.N. Doc. A/C./SR.i474, at so (pros'. nil. s972).
Czechoslovakia, U.N. Doc. A/C./SR.1469, at 5 (prov. ed. 1972).
—
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right to exploit resources but also the responsibility not to damage
others in the course of exploitation activities and to develop new
laws and procedures enabling the disputes to be settled if damage
did occur. Clearly, to achieve those objectives, something more
than the publication of information was required. Obviously the
establishment of much wider international co-operation in environmental matters must be envisaged. Those two principles
formed the point of departure for the development of international
environmental law. Without appropriate legislation, there could
he no assurance that big and small countries could establish cooperation on an equal footing, as called for in principle 24 of the
Declaration, nor that the polluters would agree to pay. Countries
like Canada, which were not great Powers, must be able to rely
on the law to defend their interests. 299
In a spirit of cooperation, he offered only two "essential" amendments
to paragraph 2 of the draft: that the words "including co-operation
towards the implementation" of Principles 21 and 22 be replaced by
"including co-operation by the implementation"; and that the words
The Mexican
"effectively achieved" be replaced by "facilitated."
representative also objected to the draft, as it could he interpreted to
mean that "the responsibility to ensure protection of the environment,
embodied in principles 23 and 22, could be met by merely informing
neighbouring countries," while Mexico's view was that "it was the
responsibility of all States to avoid activities within their jurisdiction
or control which might cause damage to the environment beyond their
national frontiers and to repair any damage caused." 301 The New
Zealand representative thought that the draft severely weakened
Principles 21 and 22, because the words 'significant harmful effects"
and "significant harm" might give rise to endless debates about
what was harmful and what was significant. There was also the implication that the duty to cooperate can be effectively fulfilled by merely
exchanging information.302 The Netherlands representative did not
consider the draft satisfactory since 'a State whose activities had harmful effects on the environment outside its national jurisdiction was responsible for providing the other States concerned with as much
advance information as possible." The draft was also restricted to

°°

U.N. DGc. A/C.2/SR.1469, at i (pray. eli. 1972).
id. at 15; U.N. Doc. A/Spai, at 4 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/C.2/SR.1470 at 19 (pray. cd. 1972).
U.N. Doc. A/C.2/SR.1472, at 15 (pray. ed. 1972). For the statement by
Finland see id. at 5.
303, U.N. Doc. A/C.2/SR.1479, It 7 (pray. ed. 1972).
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harm to "adjacent areas," though damage sometimes might occur in
other areas as weli.3
After the delegates of Brazil, Argentina, and the United States made
clear that the draft was not intended to derogate from, modify, weaken,
or limit Principles 21 and 22,30 Canada agreed to withdraw her two
amendments. 300 Nevertheless, to make doubly sure, Australia, Canada,
Mexico, New Zealand, and Panama introduced a supplementary
resolution declaring that "no resolution adopted at the twentyseventh session of the General Assembly can affect principles 21 and
22 of the Declaration." 307 When it came to voting, the spirit of compromise prevailed; the first resolution was adopted by 114 votes to none,
with to abstentions,' 05 and the supplementary resolution was accepted by iii votes to none, with ii abstentions.309
The General Assembly, having informally agreed not to examine
the substance of the Declaration and not to entertain any amendments to it, did not even contemplate the possibility of adding the
principle embodied in the first resolution to the Declaration. Never
theless one might consider, for all practical purposes, that the new
principle has become Principle 22A (or 22 bis, should the European
nomenclature be used). It balances neatly the desire of some states to
be informed in time of any activities within the territory of a state so
that steps might be taken to avoid significant harm in adjacent areas,
with the firm conviction of other states that such information should
not be used by a state to delay or impede the development of natural
resources in another state. As to whether this line can be drawn in
practice, only future experience in applying this resolution will tell.
Nevertheless, however vaguely stated, this principle provides the legal
basis for a state which feels threatened to require the state in which a
dangerous activity is conducted to provide the other state with the
relevant technical data. This is certainly a step in the right direction.
Like the requirement for an environmental impact statement in some
national legal systems, the fact that there is a requirement to provide
the technical data might result in the abandonment of some marginal
projects.
Id. at 8. A similar point was made by the representative of Sri Lanka. U.N.

Doc. A/C.2/SR.i469, at 2-3 (prov. ed. 1972).
U.N. Dna. A/C.2/SR.i.173, at 15-17 (prov. ed. 1972).
U.N. Doc. A/C.2/SR.1479, at 5 (prov. ed. 1972).
U.N. Doc. A/ 890 t. at 5, 35 (1972).

most of these to votes were cast by socialist countrics, which abstained on all
resolutions relating to environment.
U.N. Doc. A/C2/SR1479, at 7, 8 (prov. ed. 1972). The final texts of the two
resolutions may be found in U.N. floes. A/RES/a995 and A/RF.S/2996 (Ig).
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Principle 23
Without prejudice to such criteria as may be agreed upon by
the international community, or to standards which will have to
be determined nationally, it will be essential in all cases to consider the systems of values prevailing in each country and the
extent of the applicability of standards which are valid for the
most advanced countries but which may be inappropriate and of
unwarranted social cost for the developing countries.
Comment. The idea that each people is entitled to the preservation

of its system of values, an important part of its cultural heritage and
environment, appeared early in the following statement by the Holy
See:
To stress the primacy which must be given to man in the consideration of either economic development or the natural environment is the only way to reconcile development with the protection
of the environment. It is also the way to recognize the importance, in protecting the environment of protecting the cultural and
spiritual values which form the most valuable asset handed down
by the past to the present generation, not as a dead tradition, but
as a vital, ever-fertile element whose decay is one of the gravest
symptoms of imbalance in a culture or civilization. 310
The other basic concept in this principle relates to the need to
devise different standards for the most advanced countries and for the
developing countries. It can be traced to the Founex Report, which
emphasized that each developing country must define for itself the
minimum environmental standards which it wishes to impose in the
light of its own stage of development and its own cultural and social
obj ectives.311
The two ideas were combined in the following proposal presented
by Chile to the Stockholm Conference:
Without prejudice to such general principles as may be agreed
upon by the international community, or to the criteria and minimum levels which will have to be determined nationally, it will
be essential in all cases to consider the systems of values prevailing
in each country, avoiding where necessary the use of standards
which are valid for the most advanced countries but which may
be inappropriate and high in social cost for the developing
countries.312
31g. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/FC/WG.I/CRP.4, at 39 ( 1 970311. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/io, Aniiex Tat 20 ,33 ( 1 970352. U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.1/CRP.io (ss).
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This proposal was adopted by the Conference with minor, though
significant, changes.
The final text recognizes that critcria agreed upon by the international community will have priority over national policies. In this
connection, the word "criteria" is a more definite one than the words
"general principles" which appeared in the Chilean draft, since a
country would have a wider freedom of maneuver within the general
principles than it might have within more specific criteria. On the
other hand, at the next level of specificity, "standards" will be determined nationally, as will the local sysenis of values. Since both will
be determined by the competent national authority, there should be no
danger of clash between them. Nevertheless, in order to ensure that
undue pressure is not put upon a country to adopt advanced international standards to the detriment of cultural values and at unwarranted social cost, Principle 23 contains the injunction to consider
carefully whether certain environmental standards which might be
valid for industrialized Countries are appropriate for a particular developing country.
Principle 24
International matters concerning the protection and improvement of the environment should be handled in a co-operative
spirit by all countries, big or small, on an equal footing. Cooperation through msltiIatcral or bilateral arrangements or other
appropriate means is essential to effectively control, prevent, reduce
and eliminate adverse environmental effects resulting from activities conducted in all spheres, in such a way that due account is
taken of the sovereignty and interests of all States.
Comment. Most of the early proposals related to the second sentence
of this principle; the first one was added at the last minute in response
to a Chinese suggestion.
In his questionnaire the Secretary-General pointed out that "the
interdependence and the regional or global character of a growing
number of environmental problems calls for a concentrated effort
towards their solution by all members of the international community,
regardless of their geographical, economic, and social situation, or
their political systems." He also suggested that "States should he
guided by the principle of co-operation and mutual assistance and
should conduct all their activities related to environmental problems
313. U.N. Doc. A/C0NF.4/PC/',VG./CRJ'.4, at 7-8 (1971).

1973 / The Stockholm Declaration

505

with due regard to the corresponding interests of other States, in
accordance with international law, including the Charter of the
Unked N ations .a Smi1arly, the Unitcd States suggested that
"actions necessary for the conservation, and the enhancement of the
human environment will require sustained co-operation by States,
peoples, and international organizations."
The Working Group of the Preparatory Committee included in its
first draft the principle that:
States shall, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
take joint and separate action, both directly and through international organizations, to preserve and enhance the human environment.'
Sweden suggested that this proposal be reworded to read:
Co-operation bilaterally, regionally or internationally must be
undertaken by states, whenever separate and tinco-ordinated
national measures appear inadequate, to avoid or eliminate threats
to the environment.117
A joint proposal by Brazil, Egypt, and Yugoslavia emphasized the
need to "co-operate in the international field so as to prevent, eliminate
or at least adequately reduce and eflectively control adverse ecological
effects resulting from activities conducted in all spheres and in such
a way that due account is taken of the interests of all States." 318 As revised later, in cooperation with Costa Rica and Zambia,ais and as restyled by the Working Group, this proposal was forwarded to Stockholm in the following form:
Co-operation through international agreements or otherwise is
at 14. This suggestion was endorsed by Colombia, ,d. at 26; Denmark, jet.
and Switzerland, jet, at 58.
let, at 64.
U.N. J)oc. A/CONF.48/1'C.i2,Anncx 1, at 3 (ii). It was also suggested
that the beginning of the paragraph be revised to rcad "Statcs shall cooperate , . . by
taking joint and separate action." let., Annex II, at to. For another slight variant of
this proposal see U.N. l)oc. A/CONF.46!T'C/WG.i (1T)/CRP.5, para. 18, at
(1972) (the Netherlands draft).
317- U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.s(II)/CRJh2, at 4 (1971). Sec atm U.N.
(the In(lian proposal).
Doe. A./CONF.48 /PC/WG.r (11) /CRP.6, para. 10, 21 3 (1972)
Similarly, Canada suggested that:
States should co.operatc with other States hilateriills, regionally or internationally
to avoid or eliminate threats to the environment whcnevcr separate and Unco.ordinated national measures appear inadequate.
U.N. Dc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.1(II)/CRP.4 (5972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.s (II) /CRP.3 /Rev.a, at 3 (1972).
Id., Rev.4, pam. 13, at 5 (1972).
14. Id,

at

29;
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essential to prevent, eliminate or reduce and effectively control
adverse environmental effects resulting from activities conducted
in all spheres, in such a way that due account is taken of the
interests of all States.32 °
At Stockholm a reference to "sovereignty" was added near the end
of the paragraph; it was made explicit that states may cooperate
through both multilateral and bilateral agreements; 'or otherwise" was
replaced by the more elegant "or other appropriate means"; the order
of the goals was reversed; and a sentence was added, reflecting the
following Chinese amendment:
International matters regarding the protection and improvement
of the environment should be handled in the spirit of all
countries, big or small, on an equal footing, and with the fullest
mutual consultations possible.32 '
When the Chinese proposal was revised, the phrase "the fullest
mutual consultations possible" was dropped. The change reflected
the hitter battle fought on the subject in connection with the so-called
"Principle 20. "2 China did not succeed in slipping the idea inconspicuously through the back door of Principle 24.
In its final form the principle emphasizes not only cooperation but
also eq uality among states, and the need to respect the sovereignty and
interests of all states, not only of the parties to a particular arrangement.
It should have been possible to phrase this principle in the form of a
state duty, as was done with respect to the next principle, but Principle
24 was probably considered too complicated to be added to the few
specific duties clearly imposed by the Declaration.
Principle 25
States shall ensure that international organizations play a coordinated, efficient and dynamic role for the protection and improvement of the environment.
Comment. The problem of coordination a favorite one in United
Nations circles - took a prominent place in the work of the committees working on institutional arrangements for the protection of
the human environment, which culminated in the adoption of a

22.

cupra.

U.N. Dcc. A/CONF.4/4, Annex, at 5 (1972).
U.N. Dcc. A/CONF.4t/WG.1/CRP.23, at 4 (1972).
For a discussimi of that principlc soc Coiiirncnt on Principle

22,

PP.
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separate resolution on institutional arrangements. 323 The Working
Group of the Preparatory Committee in its first draft proposed that:
States shall dircct their activities within international organizations so as to ensure that these organizations perform an increasingly effective role in the preservation and enhancement of
t.121
the human
Some delegations objected to this proposal because "it dictated
policies to sovereign States" and "it reflected a tendency to place undue
emphasis on policies of the environment to the detriment of the
specific purposes for which the various international organizations were
established." 325
The Netherlands inserted in this draft a more express reference to
coordination:
States shall direct their activities within international organizations so as to ensure that these organizations perform in a coordinated and concerted manner an increasingly effective role in
the enhancement and preservation of the human environment.32
The Working Group simplified this proposal and sent it to the
Stockholm Conference in the following form:
States shall ensure that international organizations play a coordinated, efficient and dynamic role for the protection and enhancernent of the environment. 327
This proposal was accepted by the Stockholm Conference, with only
a small drafting change.328
It is encouraging that this principle is at least stated in a strong, positive form, imposing a clear obligation on states. It is based on the
sound notion that the best method of coordination is for states to instruct their delegates to various international organizations to act in
accordance with certain agreed goals, such as the protection of the cn
vironment. Unfortunately, it happens too often that the delegates of the
U.N. l)oc. A/CONF..8/ 14, at hi, 64-65 (i 92). ihe proposals enshadscd in
this resolution, with only one rnodication, were included in G,A. Res. 2997, Dec. 15,
1972, U.N. 1)oc. A/RES/2997, at 6-7 (igys).
U.N. Due, A/CON1-.4$/PC.12. Annex I, at 4 (igyl ).
Id., Annex II, at 12.
a6. U.N. Due. A/CONF.45/PC/WG.i (IT) /CRI'.5. at 5 (igya).
327. U.N. Duc. A/CONF.48/4. Annex, at 5 (1972).
32S. It ntav be noted that Brazil suggested that thit principle be deleted. U.N. Doc.
A/CONP.41/WG.i/CRP.6 (1972). China suggested the addition of a sentence, which,
however, was inserted instead in Principle 24. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WG.i /CRP.23,
ar3-4 (5972).
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same state to different organizations take conflicting positions, and
that there seems to be no effective coordination on the national level,
inasmuch as the delegates to various international organizations represent dilfcrent ministries. The pDwer of the Foreign Ministry in
many governments is not strong enough to provide sufficient guidance
to relatively indepcndent delegates, especially since in some cases the
delegates are the only experts on the subject which the country possesses.
Nevertheless it may be hoped that this strong injunction in Principle 25
will prove to be an cffectivc weapon in the hands of national coordinators of environmental policy to ensure dynamic coordination at least
in the field of environmental protection.
Principle 26
Man and his environment must be spared the effects of nuclear
weapons and all other means of mass destruction. States must
strive to reach prompt agreement, in the relevant international
organs, on the elimination and complete destruction of such
weapons.

Comment. The United Nations has long been concerned with the
question of the elimination of the weapons of mass destruction. Many
proposals were also made to prohibit their use, and as a minimum to
prohibit their testing, with the resultant contamination of the atmosphere. 329
It was fitting that Japan, the victim of the first use of nuclear
weapons, should propose the insertion in the Declaration of a provision urging "every State possessing nuclear and thermonuclear
weapons to put an end to the testing of such weapons in all spheres
in order to prevent further deterioration of human environment on a
global scale." 33° Later Japan proposed a much broader text:
The testing and use of nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction should be ended as early as possible in all environments in order to prevent further deterioration of the human
environment on a global scale. 331
Another proposal, by Brazil, Egypt, and Yugoslavia stressed the
For a detailed story of the various proposals, negotiations, and agreements see
ThE
partkular, with respect to the discontinuance of nuclear weapon tests, see id. at 191-254.
U.N. Doc. A/C0NF.45/PC/WG.T(I1)/CRP4/ (1972).

UNITF.D N.sTIoxs Depaersiaxr OF PoriTeA. ANO Seccirir. COUNCIL AFFAIRS,
In
UNITED NSTIONS AND D1SSRMASIILNe, 1945-190 (U.N. Pubi. 70JX.e, 1970).

Id., Rcv.

(1972).
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need to "end the testing of nuclear weapons in all spheres and, also in
the context of measures designed to improve environmental conditions on a world-wide basis, to prohibit the production and use of
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and to ensure their early
destruction." 332 In a joint proposa' with Costa Rica and Zambia, they
suggested more precisely the bringing about of "the co-operation
through international agreements or otherwise, that is essential in
order to prevent, eliminate or reduce and effectively control adverse
environmental effects resulting from activities conducted in all spheres,
in such a way that due account is taken of the interests of all States." 333
The Working Group distilled from all these proposals, and forwarded
to the Stockholm Conference, the following pithy statement:
Man and his environment must he spared the serious effects of
further testing or use in hostilities of weapons, particularly those
of mass destruction.334
At Stockholm, the United States made an effort to put this proposal
into a wider framework, suggesting that:
States must intensify efforts to maintain international peace and
security so that man and his environment can be spared any serious
effects of testing and use in hostilities of weapons, particularly
those of mass destruction.335
Tanzania would have added a sentence condemning "the use of chemical and biological agents in wars of aggression which degrade man
and his environment,"3 thus condemning the use of such weapons
as herbicides. 337 Peru, having in mind the French nuclear tests in the
Pacific as well as the Chinese tests, which were condemned by a
separate resolution of the Conference, 335 proposed the addition of a
sentence prohibiting outright "nuclear tests for military purposes." 335
U.N. Dcc. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.I(II)/CRP.3/Rev. 3, at 4 (1972).
id. Rev.4, at 5 (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/4, Annex, at 5 (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WG.i/CRP.4 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.i/CRP.8 (1972). This proposal was endorsed by
a group of African countries. U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/WG.s /CRP.2o (1972); Id., CRP.
22, at 3 (1972).
For a discussion of the herbicide issue see Hearings on Preparations for and
Proprcts of the June 1972, U.N. Conference on the Jiunian Enrironinent Be/ore the
Sesase Coniniittrc on Foreign Relations, 92(1 Cong., 2d Sess., 34-37 (1972).

U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/14, at 66-67 (1972).
U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/CRP.6/Res.t (1972). When Japan and New Zealand
agreed to co-sponsor this pmpcsa, the additional sentence was rephrased to read:
Accordingly, thosr states intending to carry out nuclear weapons tests must definitely
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China, while defending her right to conduct nuclear tests in the atmosphere in self-defense against the superpowers which were stepping
up the arms race, repeated her pledge not to be first to use nuclear
weapons.31 ° She proposed, accordingly, the following text:
In order to protect mankind and the human environment, it is
imperative to firmly prohibit the use of and thoroughly destroy
the inhuman biological and chemical weapons which seriously
pollute and damage the environment; to completely prohibit and
thoroughly destroy nuclear weapons and, as the first step, to reach
an agreement by the nuclear states on the non-usc of nuclear
weapons at no time and under no circumstances. 41
The Working Group was unable to reach a consensus, but forwarded
a text to the plenary Conference which the Conference approved subject to the observations and reservations made by various States. 342
During the plenary session complaints were made that the text was
unsatisfactory as it did not refer explicitly to biological and chemical
weapons, and did not give priority to an agreement on non-use of
nuclear weapons.3 t 3 Japan stated for the record her interpretation that
"principle 26 as approved definitely implied prohibition of testing of
nuclear weapons since dangers to the human environment arose par ticularly from atmospheric testing.'° 14 The United States also prescnted an interpretative statement emphasizing the close link between
prohibitions and adequate international controls:
The United States of America fully supports the purpose, aspirations, and ultimate goals contained in this paragraph. We are
constantly striving to meet such goals in all relevant fora including
for example SALT, which has recently achieved such success. We
regard our commitment under this principle as identical to the
treaty obligation we have assumed in connexion with the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, specifically article
VI, including the requirement of "strict and eective international
control." We believe it obvious that agreements called for in the
principle must be adequately verifiable or they will not be soundly
abandon their pans to carry out such tests as they may lead to further contamination of the environment.
U.N. Doc.A/CONF.48/CRP.6/Rey 2 and Corr. 1 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/14, at 107 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/WG.i/CRP.3, at 3 (1972); U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/
14, at 114 (1972).
U.N. Doc. A/CON1', .48/i4, at 119; id. Annex II, at 1 (1972).
34. Comments by Tanzania, China. Egypt, and Sweden. U.N. Dot. A/CONF.4S/

14, at 113-17 (1972).

344. id. at

117.

1973 / The Stockholm Declaration

511

enough based to achieve the purposes of this principle .4S
The final text is limited to nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction, a category which usually includes chemical and biological weapons. Any large scale use of such weapons can result not
only in the destruction of the two opponents but also in such contamination of the biosphere that only small remnants of mankind
might be able to survive in a few corners of the world. While the
environmental crisis has made the world conscious of the possibility
of a rapid deterioration of environment which would make life difficult and after a while even impossible, a nuclear war can bring about
such deterioration instantly. Though nuclear weapons are needed at
this point as a deterrent against precipitous action by one of the
nuclear powers, their actual use would be an unmitigated disaster not
only to the people of the nuclear powers directly involved, but also to
all innocent bystanders in other countries. Understanding this well,
several of the smaller countries have been pushing for years for the
elimination of nuclear weapons. The nuclear powers are deadlocked,
however, on the issue of the extent of controls needed to prevent a
circumventing of a ban on the possession and production of nuclear
weapons, and only a few peripheral agreements have been reached.
Principle 26 has added another exhortation that prompt agreement be
reached on such a ban, but this exhortation has little meaning without
some ingenious suggestion as to how to break the existing deadlock on
controls. If success is reached in controlling other environmental
hazards, a new inccntive would be added to dealing more eectively
with weapons of mass destruction.
TUE EFFECT OF THE DECLARATION

While the necessarily foreshortened history of the Declaration presented in the previous section cannot provide a clear picture of all the
345. id, at ii . Article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, July i, 1968, 21 U.S.T. 483, T.I.A.S. No. 6839, cited in this statement,
provides that:
Each of the Parties to the Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations in goad faith
on effective measures relating to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date
and to nuclear disarmament, and on a treaty on general and complete disarmament
under strict and effective international control.
The text of the Treaty is annexed to G.A. Res. 2373, June ia 1968, 22 U.N. GAOR,
Supp. i6A (Doe. A/6716/Add.i) at 5-7 (1968). For a comment on the United States
position at Stockholm on arms control issues see Langway and Edgerton, The U.S. at
Stockholm, 215 N.STION, July 10, 1972, at 7. See also Wijkman, Sccoad-bcst Solotion at
Stockholm, 9 INTCRECON0MIC5 262 (T972).
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spirited debates that took place, it may be hoped that it helps to
explain some of the reasons for the inai form and content of the
document. Though several preliminary drafts were based on certain
guidelines as to the sequence of provisions and the form in which they
should be drafted, the text finally patched together from bits and pieces
of various drafts does not show any real coherence of form or any
uniform way of treating the substance.
When the Working Group of the Preparatory Committee sent its
draft to the Committee, it made it clear that the order in which the
paragraphs appear in the draft was provisional only; 346 nevertheless,
the sequence of its draft was closely followed in the final text, with
only minor departures. This sequence is not completely haphazard.
Starting with a general provision relating to fundamental human
rights, the Declaration proceeds to deal first with the management of
earth resources and the threat of pollution which brought the whole
subject to public attention. The next part of the Declaration considers
the relationship between development and environment, the main area
of confrontation between the industrialized and the developing countries. A section on planning and environmental policies incorporates
also the main provision relating to demographic policies. Another
group of provisions relates to science, technology, and education.
They are followed by the pivotal principles embodying the main
international duties of states with respect to the prevention of damage
to the human environment and, if necessary, the payment of compensation. An article on relationship between national values and
international standards introduces the Section on international cooperation. The text concludes with a provision on weapons of mass destruction, the ultimate threat to the human environment.
While one could quarrel with this sequence of ideas, it would be
rather difficult to come out with a different one, considering the
actual content and form of the various provisions. Had it been
possible to adhere to the early idea of enumerating, respectively, the
rights and duties of man, states, and the international community, 647 a
logically more pleasing grouping might have been achieved. But it
is quite possible that this approach, if rigidly followed, might have led
to a severe duplication of parallel provisions, and confusion might
have resulted. Similar fate might have befallen an attempt to distinguish relations between states from relations between states and individuals, between individuals inter se, between states and international
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/PC.i6, Annex iT!, at 2 (1972).
See, e.g., U.N. Doe. A/CONF.48/PC/WG.i/CRP.4, at 3 (j'i).
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organizations, and between individuals and international organizations.348
As far as the form is concerned, only few principles are stated in
the usual obligatory "States shall" form.345 Some use the next best
States should" phrase; 32 ° one speaks of states' rights; 3 " most employ the words "must" or "should" (without mentioning the word
'states"), or the phrase "is essential."'7 2 There is no special reason for
these differences, but it is obvious that the draftsmen were reluctant
to couch all principles in the form of clear duties of states. This was
due to some extent to the inherent differences among them as to the
import and effect of the various principles. Even those states which
were very anxious to include a definite obligation concerning certain
subjects, vehemently opposed doing it with respect to others. In several
cases the situation was reversed, and the opponents of a strict rule on a
previous occasion suddenly became strong supporters of a binding
obligation in respect of a topic dear to them. The necessary compromises resulted in an inconsistency of formulas and the constant
shifting from one approach to another.
Taking the document as a whole, one is nevertheless surprised that
despite the generality of some provisions and their uncertain phrasing
the general tone is one of a strong sense of dedication to the idea of
trying to establish the basic rules of international environmental Iaw. 5
The development of the new notion that international law should no
longer be purely an interstate system but should bring both individuals and international organizations into the picture, and the
impact of the othcr modern idea that international law should have
more social content and should become an instrument of distributive
justice have led to a new way of expressing the basic rules of international law. They need no longer be formulated merely in the form
of declarations of rights and duties of states, but can use other, different formulations, conveying the feeling of the international community that the time has come to attend to certain common tasks
at 3 -4.
Principles 7, 22, and 25.
o. Principks II, 13, and 24.
Prsnciplc 21.
Principles i—S 8, 10, 12, 14-20, 23, 24, and 26.
The United States report on the Stocklinl,ii Conference, prepared by the Oce
of Environmental Affairs of the Department of State, flutes that the Declaration, although
less balanced than the Working Group draft and less clearly focused on environmental
concerns, "preserves a number of extremely important principles of conduct for states
in dealing with environmental problems of international significance." It cites in this
connection Principles a, iS, 21, and 25. DEP'T or STATE, OFFICE OF MEDIA SERVICES,
Id.

RESULTS OF THE U.N. CONFERENCE ON THE HUMAN ENVIROISMENT 10 (1972).
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through common means and in accordance with generally agreed
guidelines. While the authors of the Declaration faced several oldfashioned battles about nuances in language, and while some of the
states were afraid that they might be tricked into assuming broader
obligations than they were ready for, the final result was achieved
through a consensus on the urgent need for a Declaration, however
imperfect in theory or unsatisfactory in certain details. It is the broad
consensus on the central objective that really matters. Since states
have become serious about the need to protect and improve the human
environment, their representatives could not return home with empty
hands. They had to reach an agreement on the basic principles and
on the spirit in which that agreement has to be interpreted and applied.
While some reports from Stockholm, in usual journalistic fashion,
concentrated on disagreements and diflculties, blowing up bits of information gained in the corridors, 4 the true story of Stockholm
should point out the fact that representatives of so many states were
able to find their way through this uncharted sea and to bequeath to
their successors a chart which should help them to reach the goal in a
more expeditious manner.
Diplomats and international lawyers are not yet used to this new
method of parliamentary diplomacy, through which decisions are
made and documents are approved in much more informal ways than
in days of parchments, red wax and elaborate seals. Now that they
have at their disposal instantaneous means of communication and no
longer need rely on easily outmoded prior instructions, modern state
representatives at international assemblies can, and in fact do, reach
final agreements in less solenm form than their predecessors did.
When need arises, they are able to create instantaneous international
law through the adoption by universal consensus of declarations establishing new principles for areas previously ungoverned by any agreed
rules. This is not, however, an automatic, general process applicable
to all types of situations. It requires the conjunction of an urgent
topic, a propitious international climate, adequate preparation, and a
dedicated group of well-qualified people intent on achieving a meaningful result. Such combination of events, circumstances, and people
does not happen often, but once it occurs the results usually exceed the
early expectations of some of the originators of the idea.
When the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted in
354. See, e.g., Landsbrg, Can Stocl,holm Succeed, i76 SCIEMCE 749 (ii); Woodstockholm, Tisir, Jun. 19, 1972, at 55.
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I948/ several of its draftsmen emphasized that it was meant to be
merely a hortatory document, while only a few Li - ave souls were willing to accept its binding force.°1 But twenty years later all the doubts
were dispelled and the Tcheran Conference unanimously proclaimed
that the Universal Declaration "states a common understanding of
the peoples of the world concerning the inalienable and inviolable
rights of all members of the human family and constitutes an obligation for the members of the international community.' °7 Similarly,
despite the statements by some of the conservative participants in the
drafting of the Stockholm Conference that this document is not a
binding legal instrument, it is quite likely that in the not too distant
future a more enlightened view of the nature and stature of the Stockholm Declaration will he accepted.
The force of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was
derived by some from the fact that it was a universally accepted interpretation of the scope of the term human rights" in the Charter
of the United Nations. One might also consider - as did the delegate
of Kenya in the General Assembly -- that the 26 principles of the
Stockholm Dc lariti on were "common convictiuns" which "reinforced
the Principles and Purposes of the Charter of the United Nations," and
that, together with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the International Strategy for the Second Development Decade, they
"collectively create a new atmosphere for international co-operation." 318
In the new ambiance of international relations thus established, this
rst step toward the establishment of international environmental
law on a firm foundation might prove to he more decisive than
originally anticipated. Having accepted the responsibility for the
preservation and improvement of the human environment, the international community will find in the Stockholm 1)eclaration a source
of strength for later, more speci c action.
For the text see G.A. Rcs. 217A. Dec. i, iNS, U.N. GAOR, Part I, Resolutions
(Doc. A/tic) at 71
6. For a summary of the sliscusion see Sohn, .4 Short HislorA o/ United Nations
Documents on unman Rights, in Cosiailrsiox so
THE UNITED NATIONS AND
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6o-72 (1968).
337 , Fix-si. ACT Cl TOE Is-- - - ERNA'I'1ONAI. CONFEReNCE ON lILJMAN RIGhTS, TEHERAN,
196S U.N. Doe. A/CONF.32/41, at 4 (1968). But scc U.S. DEP'T OF STATE, SAFEGL;ARD!NG OuR W0RL.o ENVIRONMENT: TILE U.N. CONFERENCE ON TILE IILMAN ENVIRONMENT 25 (Dept of State PubI. 8630, 1972).
358. U.N. Doc. A/C.2/SR.I469, at 6 (prov. ed. 1972).

