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PREFACE 

the United NatTons Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm, 5-16 June 1972) adopted 
the Action Plan for the Human Environment, including the General Principles for Assessment and 
Control of Marine Pollution. In the light of the results of the Stockholm Conference, the 
United Nations General Assently decided to establish the United Nations Environment Progranne 
(UNEP) to "serve as a focal point for environmental action and co-ordination within the 
United Nations system" (General Assently resolution 2997(XXVII) of 15 Decenter 19721. The 

organizations of the United Nations system were invited "to adopt the measures that may be 
required to undertake concerted and co-ordinated progranines with regard to international 
environmental problems", and the "intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations that have 
an interest in the field of the environment" were also invited "to lend their full support and 
collaboration to the United Nations with a view to achieving the largest possible degree of 

co-operation and co-ordination". Subsequently, the Governing Council of UNEP chose "Oceans" as 
one of the priority areas in which it would focus efforts to fulfil its catalytic and 
co-ordinating role. 

The Regional Seas Prograimie was initiated by UNEP in 1974. At present, it includes eleven 
regions Il and has more than 120 participating states. It is conceived as an action-oriented 
progranine concerned not only with the consequences but also with the causes of environmental 
degradation and encompassing a comprehensive approach to controlling environmental problems 
through the management of marine and coastal areas. Each regional action plan is formulated 
according to the needs of the region as perceived by the Governments concerned. It is designed to 
link assessment of the quality of the marine environment and the causes of its deterioration with 
activities for the management and development of the marine and coastal environment. The action 
plans promote the parallel development of regional legal agreements and of action-oriented 

prograrnne activities 21. 

The Regional Seas Programe has always been recognized as a global progrannie implemented 
through regional components. Inter-regional co-operation among the various sea areas on comon 
problems is an important element in assuming the compatibility of the different regional 

components. 

At present, there are 17 major organizational units of the United Nations system and 11 

specialized agencies undertaking distinct marine affairs activities Y. Although these 
activities constitute a useful and well-organized response by the system to the needs of its 

menter states, the multiplicity of mandates has caused some overlap and duplication of activities. 

This document is a compilation containing the basic texts adopted by the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment (Stockholm, June 1972) as well as the resolutions and decisions adopted 
by the General Assently of the United Nations and by the Governing Council of UNEP. These 
resolutions and decisions provide the legislative authority for UNEPs oceans-related progranrne, 
the Regional Seas Prograinne specifically. 

1/ 	Mediterranean Region, Kuwait Action Plan Region, West and Central African Region, Wider 

Caribbean Region, East Asian Seas Region, South-East Pacific Region, South Pacific Region, Red Sea 
and Gulf of Aden Region, Eastern African Region, South-West Atlantic Region and South Asian Region. 

21 tJNEP: Achievements and planned development of IJNEPs Regional Seas Progranme and 
comparable progranines sponsored by other bodies. UNEP Regional Seas Reports and Studies, No. 1. 
UNEP, 1982. 

3/ 	UN/ECOSOC: 	Cross-organizational 	progrannie 	analysis 	of 	the 	activities 	of 	the 
United Nations system in marine affairs. 	Report of the Secretary General. 	(E/AC.51/1983/2) 
15 March 1983. 
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(]sipter I 
DECLAkATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 

ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 

The United Nations Conference on the Human Environ-
ment, 

Having met at Stockholm from 5 to 16 June 1972, 
Having considered the need for a common outlook and 

for common principles to inspire and guide the peoples 
of the world in the preservation and enhancement of the 
human environment, 

Proclaims that: 
- Man is both creature and moulder of his environ-

ment, which gives him physical sustenance and affords 
him the opportunity for intellectual, moral, social and 
spiritual growth. In the long and tortuous evolution of 
the human race on this planet a stage has been reached 
when, through the rapid acceleration of science and 
technology, man has acquired the power to transform his 
environment in countless ways and on an unprecedented 
scale. Both aspects of man's environment, the natural 
and the man-made, are essential to his well-being and 
to the enjoyment of basic human rights—cven the right 
to life itself. 

The protection and improvement of the human 
environment is a major issue which affects the well-being 
of peoples and economic development throughout the 
world; it is the urgent desire of the peoples of the whole 
world and the duty of all Governments. 

Man has constantly to sum up experience and go 
on discovering, inventing, creating and advancing. In our 
time, man's capability to transform his surroundings, if 
used wisely, can bring to all peoples the benctts of 
development and the opportunity to enhance the quality 
of life. Wrongly or heedlessly applied, the same power 
can do incalculable harm to human beings and the 
human environment. We see around us growing evidence 
of man-made harm in many regions of the earth: 
dangerous levels of pollution in water, air, earth and 
living beings; major and undesirable disturbances to the 
ecological balance of the biosphere; destruction and 
depletion of irreplaceable resources; and gross deficiences, 
harmful to the physical, mental and social health of man, 
in the man-made environment, particularly in the living 
and working environment. 

In the developing countries most of the environ-
mental problems are caused by under-development. 
Millions continue to live far below the minimum levels 
required for a decent human existence, deprived of 
adequate food and clothing, shelter and education, 
health and sanitation. Therefore, the developing coun- 

tries must direct their efforts to development, bearing in 
mind their priorities and the need to safeguard and 
improve the environment. For the same purpose, the 
industrialized countries should make efforts to reduce 
the gap themselves and the developing countries. In the 
industrialized countries, environmental problems are 
generally related to industrialization and technological 
development. 

The natural growth of population continuously 
presents problems for the preservation of the environ-
ment, and adequate policies and measures should be 
adopted, as appropriate, to face these problems. Of all 
things in the world, people are the most precious. It is 
the people that propel social progress, create social 
wealth, develop science and technology and, through 
their hard work, continuously transform the human 
environment. Along with social progress and the advance 
of production, science and technology, the capability 
of man to improve the environment increases with each 
passing day. 

A point has been reached in history when we must 
shape our actions throughout the world with a more 
prudent care for their environmental consequences. 
Through ignorance or indifference we can do massive 
and irreversible harm to the earthly environment on 
which our life and well-being depend. Conversely, 
through fuller knowledge and wiser action, we can 
achieve for ourselves and our posterity a better life in an 
environment more in keeping with human needs and 
hopes. There are broad Vistas for the enhancement of 
environmental quality and the creation of a good life. 
What is needed is an enthusiastic but calm state of mind 
and intense but orderly work. For the purpose of 
attaining freedom in the world of nature, man must use 
knowledge to build, in collaboration with nature, a 
better environment. To defend and improve the human 
environment for present and future generations has 
become an imperative goal for mankind—a goal to be 
pursued together with, and in harmony with, the estab-
lished and fundamental goals of peace and of world-
wide economic and social development. 

To achieve this environmental goal will demand 
the acceptance of responsibility by citizens and com-
munities and by enterprises and institutions at every 
level, all sharing equitably in common efforts. Individuals 
in all walks of life as well as organizations in .,iany 
fields, by their values and the sum of their actions, will 
shape the world environment of the future. Local and 
national governments will bear the greatest burden for 
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lare-scaIc environmental policy and action within their 
jurisdictions. International co-operation is also needed 
in order to raise resources to support the developing 
countries in carrying out their responsibilities in this 
field. A growing class of environmental problems, 
because they are regional or global in extent or because 
they affect the common international realm, will require 
extensive co-operation among nations and action by 
international organizations in the common interest. The 
Conference calls upon Governments and peoples to 
exert common efforts for the preservation and improve-
ment of the human envitonment, for the benefit of all 
the people and for their posterity. 

H 

Principles 

Slates the common conviction that: 

Principle 1 
Man has the fundamental right to freedom, equality 

and adequate conditions of life, in an environment of a 
quality that permits a life of dignity and well-being, and 
he bears a solemn responsibility to protect and improve 
the environment for present and future generations. 
In this respect. policies promoting or perpetuating 
apartheid, racial segregation, discrimination, colonial 
and other forms of oppression and foreign domination 
stand condemned and must be eliminated. 

Principle 2 
The natural resources of the earth, including the air, 

water, land, flora and fauna and especially representative 
samples of natural ecosystems, must be safeguarded for 
the benefit of present and future generations through 
careful planning or management, as appropriate. 

Principle 3 
The capacity of the earth to produce vital renewable 

resources must be maintained and, wherever practicable, 
restored or improved. 

Principle 4 
Man has a special responsibility to safeguard and 

wisely manage the heritage of wildlife and its habitat, 
which are now gravely imperilled by a combination of 
adverse factors. Nature conservation, including wildlife, 
must therefore receive importance in planning for 
economic development. 

Principle 5 
The non-renewable resources of the earth must be 

employed in such a way as to guard against the danger 
of their future exhaustion and to ensure that benefits 
from such employment are shared by all mankind. 

Principle 6 
The discharge of toxic substances or of other sub-

stances and the release of heat, in such quantities or 
concentrations as to exceed the capacity of the environ-
ment to render them harmless, must be halted in order  

to ensure that serious or irreversible damage is not 
inflicted upon ecosystems. The just struggle of the peoples 
of all countries against pollution should be supported. 

Principle 7 
States shall take all possible steps to prevent pollution 

of the seas by substances that arc liable to create hazards 
to human health, to harm living resources and marine 
life, to damage amenities or to interfere with other 
legitimate now of the sea. 

Principle 8 
Economic and social development is essential for 

ensuring a favourable living and working environment for 
man and for creating conditions on earth that are neces-
sary for the improvement of the quality of life. 

Principle 9 
Environmental deficiencies generated by the conditions 

of under-development and natural disastcrsp ose grave 
problems and can best be remedied by accelerated 
development through the transfer of substantial quantities 
of financial and technological assistance as a supplement 
to the domestic effort of the developing countries and 
such timely assistance as may be required. 

Principle JO 
For the developing countries, stability of prices and 

adequate earnings for primary commodities and raw 
materials are essential to environmental management 
since economic factors as well as ecological processes 
must be taken into account. 

Principle 11 
The environmental policies of all States should en-

hance and not adversely affect the present or future 
development potential of developing countries, nor 
should they hamper the attainment of better living 
conditions for all, and appropriate steps should be taken 
by States and international organizations with * view 
to reaching agreement on meeting the possible national 
and international economic consequences resulting from 
the application of environmental measures. 

Principk 12 
Resources should be made available to preserve and 

improve the environment, taking into account the cucum-
stances and particularrequirements of developing coun-
tries and any costs which may emanate from their 
incorporating environmental safeguards into their devel-
opment planning and the need for making available to 
them, upon their request, additional international tech-
nical and financial assistance for this purpose. 

Principle 13 
In order to achieve a more rational management of 

resources and thus to improve the environment. States 
should adopt an integrated and co-ordinated approach 
to their development planning so as to ensure that 
development is compatible with the need to protect and 
improve environment for the benefit of their population. 



Principle 14 
Rational planning constitutes an essential tool for 

reconciling any conflict between the needs of development 
and the need to protect and improve the environment. 

Principle 15 
Planning must be applied to human settlements and 

urbanization with a view to avoiding adverse effects on 
the environment and obtaining maximum social, eco-
nomic and environmental benefits for all. in this respect, 
projects which are designed for colonialist and racist 
domination must be abandoned. 

Principle 16 
Demographic policies which are without prejudice to 

basic human rights and which are deemed appropriate 
by Governments concerned shouki be applied in those 
regions where the rate of population growth or excessive 
population concentrations arc likely to have adverse 
effects on the environment of the human environment 
and impede development. 

Principle 17 
Appropriate national institutions must be entrusted 

with the task of planning, managing or controlling the 
environmental resources of States with a view to en-
hancing environmental quality. 

Principle 18 
Science and technology, as part of their contribution 

to economic and social development, must be applied 
to the identification, avoidance and control of environ-
mental risks and the solution of environmental problems 
and for the common good of mankind. 

Principle 19 
Education in environmental matters, for the younger 

generation as well as adults, giving due consideration to 
the underprivileged, is essential in order to broaden the 
basis for an entightened opinion and responsible conduct 
by individuals, enterprises and communities in protecting 
and improving the environment in its full human dimen-
sion. It is also essential that mass media of communica-
tions avoid contributing to the deterioration of the 
environment, but, on the contrary, disseminate infor-
mation of an educational nature on the need to protect 
and improve the environment in order to enable man to 
develop in every respect. 

Principle 20 
Scientific research and deveIopment in the context of 

environmental problems, both national and multi-
national must be promoted in all countries, especially 
the developing countries. In this connexion, the free 
flow of up-to-date scientific information and transfer of 
experience must be supported and assisted, to facilitate 
the solution of environmental problems; environmental  

technologies should be made available to developing 
countries on terms wisich would encourage their wide 
dissemination without constituting an economic burden 
on the developing countries. 

Principle 21 
States have, in accordance with the Charter of the 

United Nations and the principes of international law, 
the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant 
to their own environmental policies, and the responsi-
bility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or 
control do not cause damage to the environment of 
other States or of areas beyond the limits of national 
jurisdiction. 

Principle 22 
States shall co-operate to develop further the inter-

national law regarding liability and compensation for 
the victims of pollution and other environmental damage 
caused by activities within the jurisdiction or control of 
such States to areas beyond their jurisdiction - 

Principle 23 
Without prejudice to such criteria as may be agreed 

upon by the international community, or to standards 
which will have to be determined nationally, it will be 
essential in all cases to consider the systems of values 
prevailing in each country, and the extent of the applica-
bility of standards which are valid for the most advanced 
countries but which may be inappropriate and of un-
warranted social cost for the developing countries. 

Principle 24 
international matters concerning the protection and 

improvement of the environment should be handled in 
a co-operative spirit by all countries, big and small, on 
an equal footing. Co-operation through multilateral or 
bilateral arrangements or other appropriate means is 
essential to effectively control, prevent, reduce and 
eliminate adverse environmental effects resulting from 
activities conducted in all spheres, in such a way that 
due account is taken of the sovereignty and interests 
of all States. 

Principle 25 
States shall ensure that international organizations 

play a co-ordinated, efficient and dynamic role for the 
protection and improvement of the environment. 

Principle 26 
Man and his environment must be spared the effects 

of nuclear weapons and all other means of mass destruc-
tion. States must strive to reach prompt agreement, in 
the relevant international organs, on the elimination and 
complete destruction of such weapons. 

21st plenary meeting 
16 June 1972 
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Chapter II 

ACflON PLAN FOR THE HUMAN ENViRONMENT 

A. Fraework for navlrsa...uital atIoe 
The recommendations adopted by the Conference for 

the substantive items on the agenda of the Conference 
are set out in chapter II, section B. below.' The recom-
mendations have been grouped, in section C. in an 
Action Plan that makes it possible to idcntify international 
programmes and activities across the boundaries of all 
subject areas. The broad types of action that make up 
the Plan are: 

The global environmental assessment programme 
(Earthwatch); 

Environmental management activities. 
International measures to support the national and 

international actions of assessment and management. 
The framework of the Action Plan is illustrated in the 

following diagram. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 	I ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT 	J MANAGEMENT 

LaIueiion 4nd rcvicw Goal acUing and planning 

Research lnlernational consultation 

Monitoring and agrcemcnts 

In lorma LIOn cxcha ngc 

I SUPPORTiNG MEASURES 

Ecation and training 	Organiion 

Public info;mauon 	 Financing 

Technical o-operation 

B. Recommendations for acliun at the 
international level 

The texts of the rceommendation adopted by the 
United Nations Confcrencc on the Human Environment 
(see chapter X) are given bclow' 

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF HUMAN 
SEULEM ENTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Recunuucndatioi, I 
liii.' pl.i nni ng. i lnprtl%cmcnl and ii in..gcnicnt ot ru r I 

and urban settlements demand an approach. at all 
levels, which embraces all aspects oF the human environ- 

I For the c.rr cuie hcI'ccii ilL nulflhcr% .i the ron,iiwI,-
dauons as they appcar in dtaptcr it. %cctIon B, and the uiurnbcr% ..I 
the recommcndatiun% as adnpicd h Ihc (nnfcrcnc. icc annex V 
beiow  

ment, both natural and man-made. Accordingly, it is 

That all development assistance agencies, whether 
international, such as the United Nations Development 
Programme and the International Bank for Reconstruc-
lion and Development, regional or national, should in 
their development auistance activities also give high 
priority within available resources to requests from 
Governments for assistance in the planning of human 
settlements, notably in housing, transportation, water, 
sewerage and public health, the mobilization of human 
and financial resources, the improvement of transitional 
urban settlements and the provision and maintenance of 
essential community services, in order to achieve as far 
as possible the social well-being of the receiving country 
as a whole; 

That these agencies also be prepared to assist the 
less industrialized countries in solving the environmental 
problems of development projects; to this end they 
should actively support the training and encourage the 
recruitment of requisite personnel, as far as possible 
within these countries themselves. 

Recommendation 2 

I. ü is recommended that Governments should desig-
nate to the Secretary-General areas in which they have 
committed themselves (or are prepared to commit them-
selves) to a long-term programme of improvement and 
global promotion of the environment. 

(o In this connexion. countries are invited to share 
internationally all relevant information on the problems 
they encounter and the solutions they devise in developing 
these areas. 

tbi Countries concerned will presumably appoint an 
appropriate body to plan such a programme. and 10 

supersise its implemcntation. for areas which could vary 
in size from a city block to a national region; presumably. 
too, the programme will be designated to serve, among 
other purposes, as a vehicle for the preparation and 
launching of experimental and pilot projects. 

Countries which are willing  to launch an improve-
ment programme should he prepared to welcome inter-
iiatioial co-operation, seeking the advice or assistance 
of competent international bodies. 

It i.t Jurilser recumnu'nded: 
tat Thai in order to ensure the ucces of the pro-

i a mine. (iotcrn inclils should urt!c the Secretary-
General to undertake a process oF planning and co-
ordinatucut mdicreb% eo,,iact would be established with 
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nations likely to participate in the programme; inter-
national teams of experts might be assembled for that 
purpose; 

That a Conference/Demonstration on Experimen-
tal Human Settlements should be held under the auspices 
of the United Nations in order to provide for co-
ordination and the exchange of information and to 
demonstrate to world public opinion the potential of 
this approach by means of a display of experimental 
projects; 

That nations should take into consideration 
Canada's offer to organize such a Conference/Demon-
stration and to act as host to it. 

Reco,nmendation 3 

Certain aspects of human settlements can have inter-
national implications, for example, the "export" of 
pollution from urban and industrial areas, and the 
effects of seaports on international hinterlands. Accord-
ingly, it is recommended that the attention of Govern-
ments be drawn to the need to consult bilaterally or 
regionally whenever environmental conditions or devel-
opment plans in one country could have repercussions 
in one or more neighbouring countries. 

Reconvnen4ation 4 
1. It is recommended that Governments and the 

Secretary-General, the latter in consultation with the 
appropriate United Nations agencies, take the following 
steps: 

Entrust the over-all responsibility for an agreed 
programme of environmental research at the inter-
national level to any central body that may be given the 
co-ordinating authority in the field of the environment, 
taking into account the co-ordination work already 
being provided on the regional level, especially by the 
Economic Commission for Europe; 

Identify, wherever possible, an existing agency 
within the United Nations system as the principal focal 
point for initiating and co-ordinating research in each 
principal area and, where there are competing claims, 
establish appropriate priorities; 

Designate the following as priority areas for 
research: 

Theories, policies and methods for the compre-
hensive environmental development of urban and 
rural settlements; 
Methods of assessing quantitative housing needs 
and of formulating and implementing phased 
programmes designed to satisfy them (principal 
bodies responsible: Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, 
regional economic commissions and United 
Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut); 
Environmental socio-economic indicators of the 
quality of human settlements, particularly in 
terms of desirable occupancy standards and 
residential densities, with a view to identifying 
their time trends; 

Soc 0-economic and demographic factors under-
lying migration and spatial distribution of popu-
lation, including the problem of transitional 
settlements (prinapal bodies responsible: Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs of the 
United Nations Secretariat (Centre for Housing, 
Building and Planning), United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
World Health Organization, International Labour 
Organisation, Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations); 
Designs, technologies, financial and administra-
tive procedures for the efficient and expanded 
production of housing and related infra-structure, 
suitably adapted to local conditions; 
Water supply, sewerage and waste-disposal sys-
tems adapted to Local conditions, particularly in 
semi-tropical, tropical, Arctic and sub-Arctic 
areas (principal body responsible: World Health 
Organization); 
Alternative methods of meeting rapidly increasing 
urban transportation needs (principal bodies 
responsible: Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat (Re-
sources and Transport Division and Centre for 
Housing, Building and Planning)); 
Physical, mental and social effects of stresses 
created by living and working conditions in 
human settlements, particularly urban conglom-
erates, for example the accessibility of buildings 
to persons whose physical mobility is impaired 
(principal bodies responsible: International La-
bour Organisation, World Health Organization, 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secre-
tariat). 

2. It is further recommended that Governments con-
sider co-operative arrangements to undertake the neces-
sazy research whenever the above-mentioned problem 
areas have a specific regional impact. In such cases, 
provision should be made for the exchange of information 
and research findings with countries of other geographical 
regions sharing similar problems. 

Recommendation 5 
It is recommended: 

That Governments take steps to arrange for the 
exchange of visits by those who are conducting research 
in the public or private institutions of their countries; 

That Governments and the Secretary-General 
ensure the acceleration of the exchange of information 
concerning past and on-going research, experimentation 
and project implementation covering all aspects of human 
settlements, which is conducted by the United Nations 
system or by public or private entities, including academic 
institutions. 

Recommendation 6 
it is recommended that Governments and the Secretary-

General give urgent attention to the training of those who 
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are needed to promote integrated action on the planning, 
development and management of human settlements. 

Recommendation 7 
It is recommended: 

That Governments and the Secretary-General pro-
vide equal possibilities for everybody, both by training 
and by ensuring access to relevant means and information, 
to influence their own environment by themselves; 

That Governments and the Secretary-General en-
sure that the institutions concerned shall be strengthened 
and that special training activities shall be established, 
making use of existing projects of regional environmental 
development, for the benefit of the less industrialized 
countries, covering the following: 

(I) Intermediate and auxiliary personnel for national 
public services who, in turn, would be in a posi-
tion to train others for similar tasks (principal 
bodies responsible: World Health Organization, 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat (Centre for Hous-
ing, Building and Planning), United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization, Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations); 
Specialists in environmental planning and in rural 
development (principal bodies responsible: Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs of the 
United Nations Secretariat (Centre for Housing. 
Building and Planning), Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations); 
Community developers for self-help programmes 
for low-income groups (principal body respon-
sible: Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Secretariat (Centre for 
I-lousing, Building and Planning)); 
Specialists in working environments (principal 
bodies responsible: International Labour Organ-
isation, Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat (Centre 
for Housing, Building and Planning). World 
Health Organization); 
Planners and organizers of mass transport sys-
tems and services with special reference to environ-
mental development (principal body responsible: 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat (Resources and 
Transport Division)). 

Recommendation 8 
It is recommended that regional institutions take stock 

of the requirements of their regions for various environ-
mental skills and of the facilities available lo meet those 
requirements in order to facilitate the provision of 
apnropriate training within regions. 

Recommendation 9 
Ills recommended that the World Health Organization 

increase its efforts to support Governments in planning 
for improving water supply and sewerage services through 
its community water supply programme, taking account,  

as far as possible, of the framework of total environment 
programmes for communities. 

Recommendation JO 
It is recommended that development assistance agencies 

should give higher priority, where justified in the light of 
the social benefits, to supporting Governments in finan-
cing and setting up services for water supply, disposal 
of water from all sources, and liquid-waste and solid-
waste disposal and treatment as part of the objectives 
of the Second United Nations Development Decade. 

Recommendation 11 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General ensure 

that, during the preparations for the 1974 World Popu-
lation Conference, special attention shall be given to 
population concerns as they relate to the environment 
and, more particularly, to the environment of human 
settlements. 

Recommendation 12 
II is recommended that the World Health Organiza-

tion and other United Nations agencies should provide 
increased assistance to Governments which so request in 
the field of family planning programmes without delay. 

It is further recommended that the World Health 
Organization should promote and intensify research 
endeavour in the field of human reproduction, so that 
the serious consequences of population explosion on 
human environment can be prevented. 

Recommendation 13 
Jr is recommended that the United Nations agencies 

should focus special attention on the provision of assist-
ance for combating the menace of human malnutrition 
rampant in many parts of the world. Such assistance will 
cover training, research and development endeavours on 
such matters as causes of malnutrition, mass production 
of high-protein and multipurpose foods, qualitative and 
quantitative characteristics of routine foods, and the 
launching of applied nutrition programmes. 

Recommendation 14 
his recommended that the intergovernmental body for 

environmental affairs to be established within the United 
Nations should ensure that the required surveys shall be 
made concerning the need and the technical possibilities 
for developing internationally agreed standards for 
measuring and limiting noise emissions and that, if it is 
deemed advisable, such standards shall be applied in 
the production of means of transportation and certain 
kinds of working equipment, without a large price 
increase or reduction in the aid given to developing 
countries. 

Recommendation IS 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General, in con-

sultation with the appropriate United Nations bodies, 
formulate programmes on a world-wide basis to assist 
countries to meet effectively the requirements of growth 
of human settlements and to improve the quality of life 
in existing settlements, in particular, in squatter areas. 
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Recommendoiion 16 
The programmes referred to in recommendation IS 

should include the establishment of subregional centres 
to undertake 1  Inter alia, the following functions: 

Training; 
Research; 
Exchange of information; 
Financial, technical and material assistance. 

RecoanmendaUon 17 
It is recommended that Governments and the Secretaiy-

General take immediate steps towards the establishment 
of an international fund or a financial institution whose 
primary operative objectives will be to assist in strength-
ening national programmes relating to human settlements 
through the provision of seed capital and the extension 
of the necessary technical assistance to permit an effective 
mobilization of domestic resources for housing and the 
environmental improvement of human settlements. 

Recommendation 18 
It is recommended that the following recommendations 

be referred to the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator for his 
consideration, more particularly in the context of the 
preparation of a report to the Economic and Social 
Council: 

I: It is reconunended that the Secretary-General, with 
the assistance of the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and in 
consultation with the appropriate bodies of the United 
Nations system and non-governmental bodies: 

Assess the over-all requirements for the timely and 
widespread distribution of warnings which the obser-
vational and communications networks must satisfy; 

Assess the needs for additional observational net-
works and other observational systems for natural 
disaster detection and warnings for tropical cyclones 
(typhoons, hurricancs, cyclones etc.) and their associated 
storm surges, torrential rains, floods, tsunamis, earth-
quakes etc.; 

Evaluate the existing systems for the international 
communication of disaster warnings, in order to deter-
mine the extent to which these require improvement; 

On the basis of these assessments, promote, 
through existing national and international organizations, 
the establishment of an effective world-wide natural 
disaster warning system, with special emphasis on tropical 
cyclones and earthquakes, taking full advantage on 
existing systems and plans, such as the World Weather 
Watch, the World Meteorological Organization's Tropi-
cal Cyclone Project, the international Tsunami Warning 
System, the World-Wide Standardized Seismic Network, 
and the Desert Locust Control Organization; 

invite the World Meteorological Organization to 
pronote research on the periodicity and intensity of the 
occurrence of droughts, with a view to developing 
improved forecasting techniques, 

2. It is further recommended that the United Nations 
Development Programme and other appropriate inter-
national assistance agencies give priority in responding  

to requests from Governments for the establishment and 
improvement of natural disaster research programmes 
and warning Systeflu:, 

It Is reconunended that the Secretary-General ensure 
that the United Nations system shall provide to Govern-
ments a comprehensive programme of advice and support 
in disaster prevention. More specifically, the question 
of disaster prevention should be seen as an integral part 
of the country programme as submitted to, and reviewed 
by, the United Nations Development Programme. 

It is recom,nended that the Secretary-General take 
the necessary steps to ensure that the United Nations 
system shall assist countries with their planning for pre-
disaster preparedness. To this end: 

An international programme of technical co-
operation should be developed, designed to strengthen 
the capabilities of Governments in the field of pre-
disaster planning, drawing upon the services of the 
resident representatives of the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme; 

The United Nations Disaster Relief Office, with 
the assistance of relevant agencies of the United Nations, 
should organize plans and programmes for international 
co-operation in cases of natural disasters; 

As appropriate, non-governmental international 
agencies and individual Governments should be invited 
to participate in the preparation of such plans and 
programmes. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 

Recommendation 19 
It is recommended that the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, in co-operation 
with other relevant international organizations, should 
include in its programme questions relating to rural plan-
ning in relation to environmental policy, since environ-
mental policy is formulated in close association with 
physical planning and with medium-term and long-term 
economic and social planning. Even in higiuly indus-
trialized countries, rural areas still cover more than 
90 per cent of the territory and consequently should not 
be regarded as a residual sector and a mere reserve of 
land and manpower. The programme should therefore 
include, in particular: 

Arrangements for exchanges of such data as are 
available; 

Assistance in training and informing specialists 
and the public, especially young people, from primary 
school age onwards; 

The formulation of principles for the development 
of rural areas, which should be understood to comprise 
not only agricultural areas as such but also small- and 
medium-sized settlements and their hinterland. 

Recommendation 20 
It is recommended that the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, in co-operation 
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with other international agencies concerned, strengthen 
the noceuary machinery for the international acquisition 
of knowledge and transfer of expenence on soil capa-
bilities, degradation, conservation and restoration, and 
to this end: 

(a) Co-operative information exchange should be 
facilitated among those nations sharing similar soils, 
dimatc and agricultural conditions; 

The Soil Map of the World being prepared by the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization and the Inter-
national Society of Soil Science should serve to 
indicate those areas among which transfer of 
knowledge on soil potentialities and soil degra-
dation and restoration would be most valuable; 
This map should be supplemented through the 
establishment of international criteria and methods 
for the assessment of soil capabilities and degra-
dations and the collection of additional data 
based upon these methods and criteria. This 
should permit theprcparation of a World Map 
of Soil Degradation Hazards as a framework for 
information exchange in this area; 
Information exchange on soil use should account 
for similarities in vegetation and other environ-
mental conditions as well as those of soil, climate, 
and agricultural practices; 
The FAO Soil Data-Processing System should be 
developed beyond soil productivity considerations, 
to include the above-mentioned data and relevant 
environmental parameters, and to facilitate infor-
mation exchange between national soil institu-
tions, and eventually soil-monitoring stations; 

(b) International co-operative research on soil capa-
bilities and conservation should be strengthened and 
broadened to include: 

Basic research on soil degradation processes in 
selected ecosystems under the auspices of the Man 
and the Biosphere Programme. This research 
should be directed as a matter of priority to those 
and areas that are most threatened; 
Applied research on soil and water conservation 
practices under specific land-use conditions with 
the assistance of the Food and Agriculture Organ-
ization of the United Nations and, where appro-
priate, other agencies (United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
World Health Organization and International 
Atomic Energy Agency); 
Strengthening of existing research centres and, 
where necessary, establishment of new centres 
with the object of increasing the production from 
dry farming areas without any undue impairment 
of the environment; 
Research on the use of suitable soils for waste 
disposal and recycling; the United Nations Indus-
trial Development Organization, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
and the World Health Organization should enter 

into joint consultations regarding the feasibility 
of an international programme in this azea 
These efforts for intnationaI co-operation in 

research and information exchange on soils should be 
closely associated with those of the UNDPFWMO/FAO/ 
UNESCO programme of agricultural biometcoroloaj. 
in order to facilitate integration of data and practical 
findings and to support the national programmes of 
conservation of soil resources recommended above; 

It should moreover be noted that in addition to 
the various physical and dimatic phenomena which 
contribute to soil degradation, economic and social 
factors contribute to it as well; among the economic 
contributory factors, one which should be particularly 
emphasized is the payment of inadequate prices for the 
agricultural produce of developing countries, which 
prevents farmers in those countries from setting aside 
sufficient savings for necessary investments in soil 
regeneration and conservation. Consequently, urent 
remedial action should be taken by the organizations 
concerned to give new value and stability to the prices 
of raw materials of the developing countries. 

Ileconime,pda$ ion 21 
It as recommended that Governments, the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the 
World Health Organization, in co-operation with the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, strengthen and co-ordinate international pro-
grammes for integrated pest control and reduction of the 
harmful effects of agro-chemicals: 

(a) Existing international activities for the exchange 
of information and co-operative research and technical 
assistance to developing countries should be strengthened 
to support the national programmes described above, 
with particular reference to: 

Basic research on ecological effects of pesticides 
and fertilizers (MAB); 
Use of radio-isotope and radiation techniques in 
studying the fate of pesticides in the environment 
(joint IAEA/FAO Division); 
Evaluation of the possibility of using pesticides 
of biological origin in substitution for certain 
chemical insecticides which cause serious disturb-
ances in the environment; 
Dose and timing of fertilizers' application and 
their effects on soil productivity and the environ-
ment (Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations); 
Management practices and techniques for inte-
grated pest control, including biological control 
(Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations and World Health Organization); 
Establishment and/or strengthening of national 
and regional centres for integrated pest control, 
particularly in developing countries (Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
and World Health Organization); 
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Existing expert committees of the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations and the 
World Health Organization on various aspects of pest 
control should be convened periodically: 

(I) To assess recent advances in the relevant fields of 
research mentioned above; 

(ii) To review and further develop international guide-
lines and standards with special reference to 
national and ecological conditions in relation to 
the use of chlorinated hydrocarbons, pesticides 
containing heavy metals, and the use and experi-
mentation of biological controls; 
In addition, ad hoc panels of experts should be 

convened, by the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations, the World Health Organization and, 
where appropriate, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, in order to study specific problems, and facilitate 
the work of the above-mentioned committees. 

Recommendation 22 
It is recommended that the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, under its "War on 
Waste" programme, place increased emphasis on control 
and recycling of wastes in agriculture: 

(a) This programme should assist the national activi-
ties relating to: 

Control and recycling of crop residues and animal 
wastes; 
Control and recycling of agro-industrial waste; 
Use of municipal wastes as fertilizers; 

(b) The programme should also include measures to 
avoid wasteful use of natural resources through the 
destruction of unmarketable agricultural products or 
their use for improper purposes. 

Recommendation 23 
It is recommended that Governments, in co-operation 

with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations and other agencies and bodies, establish 
and strengthen regional and international machinery for 
the rapid development and management of domesticated 
livestock of economic importance and their related 
environmental aspects as part of the ecosystems, particu-
larly in areas of low annual productivity, and thus 
encourage the establishment of regional livestock research 
facilities, councils and commissions, as appropriate. 

Recommendation 24 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to ensure that the United Nations bodies concerned co-
operate to meet the needs for new knowledge on the 
environmental aspects of forests and forest management: 

to) Where appropriate, research should be promoted, 
assisted, co-ordinated, or undertaken by the Man aid 
the Biosphere Programme (UNESCO), in close co-
operation with the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations and the World Meteorological 
Organization, and with the collaboration of the Inter-
national Council of Scientific Unions and the Inter-
national Union of Forestry Research Organizations; 

Research on comparative legislation, land tenure, 
institutions, tropical forest management, the effects of 
the international trade in forest products on national 
forest environments, and public administration, should 
be sponsored or co-ordinated by FAO, in co-operation 
with other appropriate international and regional 
organizations; 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, in conjunction with the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and 
other appropriate international organizations, should 
give positive advice to member countries on the impor-
tant role of forests with reference to, and in conjunction 
with, the conservation of soil, watersheds, the protection 
of tourist sites and wildlife, and recreation, within the 
over-all framework of the interests of the biosphere. 

Recommendation 25 
It is recommended that the Secretary-Genera] take steps 

to ensure that continuing surveillance, with the co-
operation of Member States, of the world's forest cover 
shall be provided for through the programmes of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization. 

Such a World Forest Appraisal Programme would 
provide basic data, including data on the balance between 
the world's forest biomass and the prevailing environ-
ment, and changes in the forest biomass, considered to 
have a significant impact on the environment; 

The information could be collected from existing 
inventories and on-going activities and through remote-
sensing techniques; 

The forest protection programme described above 
might be incorporated within this effort, through the 
use of advanced technology, such as satellites which use 
different types of imagery and which could constantly 
survey all forests. 

Recommendatk,n 26 
It is recommended that the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations co-ordinate an 
international programme for research and exchange of 
information on forest fires, pests and diseases: 

The programme should include data collection 
and dissemination, identification of potentially suscep-
tible areas and of means of suppression; exchange of 
information on technologies, equipment and techniques; 
research, including integrated pest control and the 
influence of fires on forest ecosystems, to be undertaken 
by the International Union of Forestry Research Organ-
izations; establishment of a forecasting system in co-
peration with the World Meteorological Organization; 

organization of seminars and study tours; the facilitation 
of bilateral agreements for forest protection between 
neighbouring countries, and the development of effective 
international quarantines; 

Forest fires, pests and diseases will frequently each 
require separate individual treatment. 



- 12 - 

Recommendation 27 

it is recommended that the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations facilitate the transfer 
of information on forests and forest management: 

The amount of knowledge that can usefully be 
exchanged is limited by the differences of climatic zones 
and forest types; 

The exchange of information should, however, be 
encouraged among nations sharing similarities; consider-
able knowledge is already exchanged among the indus-
trialized nations of the temperate zone; 

Opportunities exist, despite differences, for the 
useful transfer of information to developing countries on 
the environmental aspects of such items as: (i) the 
harvesting and industrialization of some tropical hard-
woods; (ii) pine cultures; (iii) the principles of forest 
management systems and management science; (iv) soils 
and soil interpretations relating to forest management; 
(v) water regimes and watershed management; (vi) forest 
industries pollution controls, induding both technical 
and economic data; (vii) methods for the evaluation of 
forest resources through sampling techniques, remote 
sensing, and data-processing; (viii) control of destructive 
fires and pest outbreaks; and (ix) co-ordination in the 
area of the definition and standardization of criteria and 
methods for the economic appraisal of forest environ-
mental influences and for the comparison of alternative 
uses. 

Reconvnendaiion 28 
It is recommended that the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations strengthen its efforts 
in support of forestry projects and research projects, 
possibly for production, in finding species which are 
adaptable even in areas where this is exceptionally 
difficult because of ecological conditions. 

Recommendation 29 

it is recommended that the Secretary-General ensure 
that the effect of pollutants upon wildlife shall be con-
sidered, where appropriate, within environmental moni-
toring systems. Particular attention should be paid to 
those species of wildlife that may serve as indicators for 
future wide environmental disturbances, and an ultimate 
impact upon human populations. 

Recommendation 30 

It is recommended that the Secretary-General ensure 
the establishment of a programme to expand present 
data-gathering processes so as to assess the total economic 
value of wildlife resources. 

Such data would facilitate the task of monitoring 
the current situation of animals endangered by their 
trade value, and demonstrate to questioning nations the 
value of their resources; 

Such a programme should elaborate upon current 
efforts of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations and might well produce a yearbc'ok of 
wildlife' statistics. 

Recommendation 31 
it is recommended that the Secretary-General ensure 

that the appropriate United Nations agencies co-operate 
with the Governments of the developing countries to 
develop special short-term training courses on wildlife' 
management: 

Priority should be given to conversion courses for 
personnel trained in related disciplines such as forestry or 
animal husbandry; 

Special attention should be given to the establish-
ment and support of regional training schools for 
technicians. 

Recommendation 32 

It is recommended that Governments give attention to 
the need to enact international conventions and treaties 
to protect species inhabiting international waters or those 
which migrate from one country to another: 

A broadly-based convention should be considered 
which would provide a framework by which criteria for 
game regulations could be agreed upon and the over-
exploitat ion of resources curtailed by signatory countries; 

A working group should be set up as soon as 
possible by the appropriate authorities to consider these 
problems and to advise on the need for, and possible 
scope of, such conventions or treaties. 

Recommendation 33 
It is recommended that Governments agree to strengthen 

the International Whaling Commission, to increase inter-
national research efforts, and as a matter of urgency to 
call for an international agreement, under the auspices 
of the International Whaling Commission and involving 
all Governments concerned, for a 10-year moratorium 
on commercial whaling. 

Recommendation 34 

it is recommended that Governments and the Secretary-
General give special attention to training requirements in 
the management of parks and protected areas: 

(a) High-level training should be provided and 
supported: 

(I) In addition to integrating aspects of national 
parks planning and management into courses on 
forestry and other subjects, special degrees should 
be offered in park management; the traditional 
forestry, soil and geology background of the park 
manager must be broadened into an integrated 
approach; 

(ii) Graduate courses in natural resources administra-
tion should be made available in at least one major 
university in every continent; 

2 Whereas elsewhere in this report the expression "wildlife' is 
meant to include both animals and plants, it should be understood 
here to be restricted to the most important animals. 
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(b) Schools offering courses in national park manage-
ment at a medium-grade level should be assisted by the 
establishment or expansion of facilities, particularly in 
Latin America and Asia. 

Recommendation 35 
his recommended that the Secretary-General take ste ps 

to ensure that an appropriate mechanism shall exist for 
the exchange of information on national parks legislation 
and planning and management techniques developed in 
some countries which could serve as guidelines to be 
made available to any interested country. 

Reconunendat ion 36 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to ensure that the appropriate United Nations agencies 
shall assist the developing countries to plan for the inflow 
of visitors into their protected areas in such a way as to 
reconcile revenue and environmental considerations 
within the Context of the recommendations approved by 
the Conference. The other international organizations 
concerned may likewise make their contribution. 

Recommendation 37 
It is recommended that Governments take steps to co-

ordinate, and co-operate in the management of, neigh-
bouring or contiguous protected areas. Agreement should 
be reached on such aspects as mutual legislation, patrol-
ling systems, exchange of information, research projects, 
collaboration on measures of burning, plant and animal 
control, fishery regulations, censuses, tourist Circuits and 
frontier formalities. 

Recommendation 38 
It is recommended that Governments take steps to Set 

aside areas representing ecosystems of international 
significance for protection under international agreement. 

Recommendation 39 
It is recommended that Governments, in co-operation 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations where indicated, agree to an international pro-
gramme to preserve the world's genetic resources: 

Active participation at the national and inter-
national levels is involved. It must be recognized, how-
ever, that while survey, collection, and dissemination of 
these genetic resources are best carried Out on a regional 
or international basis, their actual evaluation and utili-
zation are matters for specific institutions and individual 
workers; international participation in the latter should 
concern exchange of techniques and findings; 

An international network is required with appro-
priate machinery to facilitate the interchange of infor-
mation and genetic material among countries; 

Both static (seed banks, culture collection etc.) and 
dynamic (conservation of populations in evolving natural 
environments) ways are needed. 

Action is necessary in six interrelated areas: 
Survey of genetic resources; 
Inventory of collections;  

Exploration and collecting; 
Documentation; 
Evaluation and utilization; 
Conservation,which represents the crucial element 
to which all other programmes relate; 

(e) Although the international programme relates to 
all types of genetic resources, the action required for 
each resource will vary according to existing needs and 
activities. 

Recommendation 40 
It is recommended that Governments, in co-operation 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations where indicated, make inventories of the genetic 
resources most endangered by depletion or extinction: 

(a) All species threatened by man's development 
should be included in such inventories; 

(b) Special attention should be given to locating in this 
field those areas of natural genetic diversity that are 
disappearing; 

(c) These inventories should be reviewed periodically 
and brought up to date by appropriate monitoring; 

(d) The survey conducted by FAO in collaboration 
with the International Biological Programme is designed 
to provide information on endangered crop genetic 
resources by 1972, but will require extension and 
follow-up. 

Recommendation 41 
It is recommended that Governments, in co-operation 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
where indicated, compile or extend, as necessary, regis-
ters of existing collections of genetic resources: 

(i) Such registers should identify which breeding and 
experiment stations, research institutions and Universities 
maintain which collections; 

(b) Major gaps in existing collections should be 
identified where material is in danger of being lost; 

(c) These inventories of collections should be trans-
formed for computer handling and made available to all 
potential users; 

(d) In respect of plants: 
It would be expected that the "advanced varieties" 
would be well represented, but that primitive 
materials would be found to be scarce and require 
subsequent action; 
The action already initiated by FAO, several 
national institutions, and international founda-
tions should be supported and expanded. 

(e) In respect of micro-organisms, it is recommended 
that each nation develop comprehensive inventories of 
culture collections: 

A cataloguing of the large and small collections 
and the value of their holdings is required, rather 
than a listing of individual strains; 
Many very small but unique collections, some-
times the works of a single specialist, are lost; 
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(iii) Governments should makc sure that valuable gene 
pools held by individuals or smafl isutitatos are 
also held in national or regional co&ctioes.' 
In respect of animal germ plasm, it is recom-

mended that FAQ establish a continuing 1w4'-iu&s'u to 
asien and maintain catalogues of the cbaractuiutk* of 
domestic animal breeds, types and varieties in all nations 
of the woild. Likewise. FAO should establish such lists 
where required. 

In respect of aquatic organiw't, i t is recommended 
that FAO compile a catalogue of genetic resources of 
cultivated species and promote intensive studies on the 
methods of preservation and storage of genetic material. 

Recommesdàtion 42 
It is reconunended that Governments, in co-operation 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations where indicated, initiate immediately, in co-
operation with all interested parties, programmes of 
exploration and collection wherever endangered species 
have been identified which are not induded in existing 
collections: 

An emergency programme, with the co-operation 
of the Man and the Biosphere Programme, of plant 
exploration and collection should be launched on the 
basis of the FAO List of Emergency Situations for a 
five-year period; 

With regard to forestry species, in addition to the 
efforts of the Danish/FAO Forest Tree Seed Centre, the 
International Union of Foreitty Research Organizations, 
and the FAQ Panel of Experts on Forest Gene Resources, 
support is needed for missions planned for Latin America, 
West Africa, the East Indies and India. 

Recommendation 43 
It is recommended that Governments, in cooperation 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations where indicated: 

I. Recognize that conservation is a most crucial part 
of any genetic resources programme. Moreover, major 
types of genetic resources must be treated separately 
because: 

They are each subject to different programmes and 
priorities; 

They serve different uses and purposes; 
They require different expertise, techniques and 

facilities; 
2. In respect of plant germ plasms (agriculture and 

forestry), organize and equip national or regional genetic 
resources conservation centres: - 

Such centres as th. National Seed Storage Labora-
tory in the United States of America and the Vavilov 
Institute of Plant Industry in the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics already provide good examples; 

Working collections should be established sepa-
rately from the basic collections; these will usually be  

located at plant arid breeding stations and will be widely - 

Three daises of genetic crop reaoeees mud be 

(i) High-producing varieties in current use and those 
they have superseded; 

(,i) Primitive varietics of traditional pee-scientific agri-
culture (recOgnized as genetic treasuries for plant 
improvemeld) 

(iii) Mutations induced by radiation or chemic*l 
means 
Species contributing to environmental improve-

ment, such as sedge used to stabilize sand-dunes, should 
be conserved; 

Wild or weed relatives of crop species and those 
wild species of actual or potential use in rangelands, 
industry, new crops etc. should be induded; 

3. In respect of plant germ plasms (agriculture and 
forestry), maintain gene poois of wild plant species 
within their natural communities. Therefore: 

It is essential that primeval forests, bushlands and 
grasslands which contain important forest genetic 
resources be identified and protected by appropriate 
technical and legal means; systems of reserves exist in 
most countries, but a strengthening of international 
understanding on methods of protection and on availa- 
bility of material may be desired; 

Conservation of species of medical, aesthetic or 
research value should be assured; 

The network of biological reserves proposed by 
UNESCO (Man and the Biosphere Programme) should 
be designed, where feasible, to protect these natural 
communities; 

Where protection in nature becomes unceitSin or 
impossible, then means such as seed storage or living 
collections in provenance trials or botanic gardens must 
be adopted; 

4. Fully implement the programmes initiated by the 
FAO Panels of Experts on forest gene resources in 1968 
and on plant exploration and introduction in 19* 

5. In respect of animal germ plasms, consider the 
desirability and feasibility of international action to 
preserve breeds or varieties of animals: 

Because such an endeavour would constitute a 
major effort beyond the scope of any one nation, FAO 
would be the logical executor of such a project. Close 
co-operation with Governments would be necessary, 
however. The International Union for Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources might, logically, be given 
responsibility for wild species, in co-operation with FAO, 
the Man and the Biosphere Programme (UNESCO), and 
Governments; 

Any such effort should also include research on 
methods of preserving, storing, and transporting germ 
plasm; 

Specific methods for the maintenance of gene 
pools of aquatic species should be developed; 
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(d) The recommendations of the FAO Working Party 
Meeting on Genetic Selection and Conservation of 
Genetic Resources of Fish, held in 1971, should be 
implemented; 

6. In respect of micro-organism germ plasms, co-
operatively establish and properly fund a few large 
regional collections: 

Full use should be made of major collections now 
in existence; 

In order to provide geographical distribution and 
access to the developing nations, regional centres should 
be established in Africa, Asia and Latin America and 
the existing centres in the developed world should be 
strengthened; 

7. Establish conservation centres of insect germ plasm. 
The very difficult and long process of selecting or breeding 
insects conducive to biological control programmes can 
begin only in this manner. 

Recommendation 44 
It is recommended that Governments, in co-operation 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations where indicated, recognize that evaluation and 
utilization are critical corollaries to the conservation of 
genetic resources. In respect of crop-breeding pro-
grammes, it is recommended that Governments give 
special emphasis to: 

The quality of varieties and breeds and the potential 
for increased yields; 

The ecological conditions to which the species are 
adapted; 

The resistance to diseases, pests and other adverse 
factors; 

The need for a multiplicity of efforts so as to 
increase the chances of success. 

Recommendation 45 
It is recommended that Governments, in co-operation 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations where indicated: 

1. Collaborate to establish a global network of 
national and regional institutes relating to genetic 
resource conservation based on agreements on the 
availability of material and information, on methods, 
on technical standards, and on the need for technical 
and financial assistance wherever required: 

Facilities should be designed to assure the use of 
the materials and information: (i) by breeders, to develop 
varieties and breeds both giving higher yields and having 
higher resistance to local pests and diseases and other 
adverse factors; and (ii) by users providing facilities and 
advice for the safest and most profitable utilization of 
varieties and breeds most adapted to local conditions; 

Such co-operation would apply to all genetic 
resource conservation centres and to all types mentioned 
in the foregoing recommendations 

(c) Standardized storage and retrieval facilities for the 
exchange of information and genetic material should be 
developed: 

Information should be made generally available 
and its exchange facilitated through agreement on 
methods and technical standards; 
International standards and regulations for the 
shipment of materials should be agreed upon; 
Basic collections and data banks should be repli-
cated in at least two distinct sites, and should 
remain a national responsibility; 
A standardized and computerized system of docu-
mentation is required; 

(d) Technical and financial assistance should be pro-
vided where required; areas of genetic diversity are most 
frequently located in those countries most poorly equipped 
to institute the necessary programmes; 

2. Recognize that the need for liaison among the 
parties participating in the global system of genetic 
resources conservation requires certain institutional inno-
vations. To this end: 

(a) It is recommended that the appropriate United 
Nations agency establish an international liaison unit 
for plant genetic resources in order: 

(I) To improve liaison between governmental and 
non-governmental efforts; 
To assist in the liaison and co-operation between 
national and regional centres, with special em-
phasis on international agreements on method-
ology and standards of conservation of genetic 
material, standardization and co-ordination of 
computerized record systems, and the exchange 
of information and material between such 
centres; 
To assist in implementing training courses in 
exploration, conservation and breeding methods 
and techniques; 
To act as a central repository for copies of 
computerized information on gene pools (discs 
and tapes); 
To provide the secretariat for periodic meetings 
of international panels and seminars on the 
subject; a conference on germ plasm conservation 
might be convened to follow up the successful 
conference of 1967; 
To plan and co-ordinate the five-year emergency 
programme on the conservation of endangered 
species; 
To assist Governments further, wherever re-
quired, in implementing their national pro-
grammes; 
To promote the evaluation and utilization of 
genetic resources at the national and inter-
national levels; 

(b) It is recommended that the appropriate United 
Nations agency initiate the required programme on 
micro-organism germ plasm: 

(1) Periodic international conferences involving those 
concerned with the maintenance of and research 
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on gene pools of micro-organisms should be 
supported; 
Such a programme might interact with the pro-
posed regional culture centres by assuring that 
each centre places high priority on the training 
of scientists and technicians from the developing 
nations; acting as a necessary liaison; and lending 
financial assistance to those countries established 
outside the developed countries; 
The international exchange of pure collections 
of micro-organisms between the major collec-
tions of the world has operated for many years 
and requires little re-enforcement; 
Study should be conducted particularly on waste 
disposal and recycling, controlling diseases and 
pests, and food technology and nutrition; 

ills recommended that the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations institute a pro-
gramme in respect of animal germ plasm to assess and 
maintain catalogues of the economic characteristics of 
domestic animal breeds and types and of wild species and 
to establish gene pools of potentially useful types; 

It is recommended that the Man and the Biosphere 
project on the conservation of natural areas and the 
genetac material contained therein should be adequately 
supported. 

Recommendation 46 

iris reconmended that Governments, and the Secretary-
General in co-operation with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and other United 
Nations organizations conccrncd, as well as development 
assistance agencies, take steps to support recent guide-
lines, recommendations and programmes of the various 
international fishing organizations. A large part of the 
needed international action has been identified with 
action programmes initiated by FAO and its Inter-
governmental Committee on Fisheries and approxi-
mately 24 other bilateral and multilateral international 
commissions, councils and committees. in particular 
these organizations are planning and undertaking: 

Co-operative programmes such as that of LEPOR 
(Long-Term and Expanded Programme of Oceanic 
Research), GIPME (Global Investigation of Pollution in 
the Marine Environment) and IBP (International Bio-
logical Programme); 

Exchange of data, supplementing and expanding 
the services maintained by FAO and bodies within its 
framework in compiling, disseminating and co-ordinating 
information on living aquatic resources and their environ-
ment and fisheries activities; 

Evaluation and monitoring of world fishery re-
sources, environmental conditions, stock assessment, 
including statistics on catch and effort, and the economics 
of fisheries; 

Assistance to Governments in interpreting the 
implications of such assessments, identifying alternative 
management measures, and formulating required actions; 

Special programmes and recommendations for 
management of stocks of fish and other aquatic animals  

proposed by the existing international fishery bodies. 
Damage to fish stocks has often occurred because regu-
latory action is taken too slowly. In the past, the need 
for management action to be nearly unanimous has 
reduced action to the minimum acceptable level. 

Recommendation 47 

it is recommended that Governments, and the Secretary-
General of the United Nations in co-operation with the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
and other United Nations organizations concerned, as 
well as development assistance agencies, take steps to 
ensure close participation of fishery agencies and interests 
in the preparations for the United Nations Conference 
on the Law of the Sea. in order to safeguard the marine 
environment and its resources through the development 
of effective and workable principles and laws, the infor-
mation and insight of international and regional fishery 
bodies, as well as the national fishery agencies are 
essential - 

Recommendation 48 

It is recommended that Governments, and the Secretary-
General in co-operation with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and other United 
Nations organizations concerned, as well as development 
assistance agencies, take steps to ensure international 
co-operation in the research, control and regulation of 
the side effects of national activities in resource utilization 
where these affect the aquatic resources of other nations: 

Estuaries, intertidal marshes, and other near-shore 
and in-shore environments play a crucial role in the 
maintenance of several marine fish stocks. Similar prob-
lems exist in those fresh-water fisheries that occur in 
shared waters; 

Discharge of toxic chemicals, heavy metals, and 
other wastes may affect even high-seas resources; 

Certain exotic species, notably the carp, lamprey 
and alewife, have invaded international waters with 
deleterious effects as a result of unregulated unilateral 
action. 

Recommendation 49 
it is reconimended that Governments, and the Secretary-

General of the United Nations in co-operation with the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
and other United Nations organizations concerned, as 
well as development assistance agencies, take steps to 
develop further and strengthen facilities for collecting, 
analysing and disseminating data on living aquatic 
resources and the environment in which they live: 

(a) Data already exist concerning the total harvest 
from the oceans and from certain regions in respect of 
individual fish stocks, their quantity, and the fishing 
efforts expended on them, and in respect of their popu-
lation structure, distribution and changes. This coverage 
needs to be improved and extended; 

(h) It is clear that a much greater range of biological 
parameters must be monitored and analysed in order to 
provide an adequate basis for evaluating the interaction 
of stocks and managing the combined resources of many 
stocks. There is no institutional constraint on this 
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expansion but a substantial increase in funding is needed 
by FAO and other international organizations concerned 
to meet this expanding need for data; 

(c) Full utilization of present and expanded data 
facilities is dependent on the co-operation of Govern-
ments in developing local and regional data networks, 
making existing data available to FAQ and to the inter-
national bodies, and formalizing the links between 
national and international agencies responsible for moni-
toring and evaluating fishery resources. 

Recommendalion 50 
U is recommended that Governments, and the Secretary-

General of the United Nations in co-operation with the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
and other United Nations organizations concerned, as 
well as development assistance agencies, take steps to 
ensure full co-operation among Governments by strength-
ening the existing international and regional machinery 
for development and management of fisheries and their 
related environmental aspects and, in those regions where 
these do not exist, to encourage the establishment of 
fishery councils and commissions as appropriate. 

The operational efficiency of these bodies will 
depend largely on the ability of the participating countries 
to carry out their share of the activities and programmes; 

Technical support and servicing from the special-
ized agencies, in particular from FAO, is also required; 

The assistance of bilateral and international fund-
ing agencies will be needed to ensure the full participation 
of the developing countries in these activities. 

RecommendaSion 51 
It is recommended that Governments concerned con-

sider the creation of river-basin commissions or other 
appropriate machinery for co-operation between in-
terested States for water resources common to more than 
one jurisdiction. 

(a) In accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations and the principles of international law, full 
consideration must be given to the right of permanent 
sovereignty of each country concerned to develop its 
Own resources; 

(b) The following principles should be considered by 
the States concerned when appropriate: 

Nations agree that when major water resource 
activities are contemplated that may have a 
significant environmental effect on another coun-
try, the other country should be notified well in 
advance of the activity envisaged; 
The basic objective of all water resource use and 
development activities from the environmental 
point of view is to ensure the best use of water 
and to avoid its pollution in each country; 
The net benefits of hydrologic regions common 
to more than one national jurisdiction are to be 
shared equitably by the nations affected; 

(c) Such arrangements, when deemed appropriate by the 
States concerned, will permit undertaking on a regional 
basis: 

(1) Collection, analysis, and exchanges of hydrologic 
data through some international mechanism 
agreed upon by the States concerned; 
Joint data-collection programmes to serve plan-
ning needs; 
Assessment of environmental effects of existing 
water uses; 
Joint study of the causes and symptoms of 
problems related to water resources, taking into 
account the technical, economic, and social con-
siderations of water quality control; 
Rational use, including a programme of quality 
control, of the water resource as an environ-
mental asset; 
Provision for the judicial and administrative pro-
tection of water rights and claims; 
Prevention and settlement of disputes with refer-
ence to the management and conservation of 
water resources; 
Financial and technical co-operation of a shared 
resource; 

(d) Regional conferences should be organized to 
promote the above considerations. 

Recommendation 52 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to ensure that appropriate United Nations bodies support 
government action with regard to water resources- where 
required: 

1. Reference is made to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, the World Health 
Organization, the World Meteorological Organization, 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the 
United Nations Secretariat (Resources and Transport 
Division), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization/International Hydrological Dec-
ade, the regional economic commissions and the United 
Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut. For 
example: 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations has established a Commission on Land 
and Water Use for the Middle East which promotes 
regional co-operation in research, training and informa-
tion, inter alia on water management problems; 

The World Health Organization has available the 
International Reference Centre for Waste Disposal 
located at Dübcndorf, Switzerland, and International 
Reference Centre on Community Water Supply in the 
Netherlands; 

The World Meteorological Organization has a 
Commission on Hydrology which provides guidance on 
data collection and on the establishment of hydrological 
networks; 

The Resources and Transport Division of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United 
Nations Secretariat, has the United Nations Water 
Resources Development Centre; 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization is sponsOring the International 
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Hydrological Decade programme of co-erdinated re-
search on the quality and quantity of world water 
resources. 

2. Similar specialized centres should be established at 
the regional level in developing oountnes for training 
rieaearch and information exchange on: 

Inland water pollution and waste disposal in co-
operation with the World Health Organization, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
the United Nations regional economic commissions and 
the United Nations Economic and Social Office in 
Beirut; 

Water management for rain-fed and irrigated agri-
culture, by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations in co-operation with the regional eco-
nomic commissions and the United Nations Economic 
and Social Office in Beirut; 

Integrated water resources planning and manage-
ment in co-operation.-with the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat 
(Resources and Transport Division), the regional eco-
nomic commissions, and the United Nations Economic 
and Social Office in Beirut. 

Recommendation 53 
it is recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to ensure that the United Nations system is prepared to 
provide technical and financial assistance to Govern-
ments when requested in the different functions of water 
resources management: 

(a) Surveys and inventories; 
(b) Water resources administration and policies, In-

cluding: 
The establishment of institutional frameworks; 
Economic structures of water resources man ige-
ment and development; 
Water resources law and legislation; 

(c) Planning and management techniques, including: 
(i) The assignment of water quality standards; 

The implementation of appropriate technology; 
More efficient use and re-usc of limited water 
supplies; 

(d) Basic and applied studies and research; 
(e) Transfer of existing knowledge; 

(f) Continuing support of the programme of the 
International Hydrological Decade. 

Recommendation 54 
if is recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to establish a roster of experts who would be available 
to assist Governments, upon request, to anticipate and 
evaluate the environmental effects of major water devel-
opment projects. Governments would have the oppor-
tunity of consulting teams of experts drawn from this 
roster, in the first stages of project planning. Guidelines 
could be prepared to assist in the review and choices of 
alternatives - 

Rcommendtn'k,s 55 
it is recomnsendd that the Secretary-General take step 

to conduct an exploratory programme to assess the 
actual and potential environmental effects of water man-
agement upon the oceans, define terms and estimate the 
costs for a comprehensive programme of action, and 
establish and maintain as far as possible: 

A world registry of major or otherwise important 
rivers arranged regionally and classified according to 
their discharge of water and pollutants; 

A world registry of dean rivers which would be 
defined in accordance with internationally agreed quality 
criteria and to which nations would contribute on a 
voluntary basis: 

The oceans are the ultimate recipient for the 
natural and man-made wastes discharged into the 
river systems of the continents; 
Changes in the amount of river-flow into the 
oceans, as well as in its distribution in space and 
time. may considerably affect the physical, chemi-
cal and biological régime of the estuary regions 
and influence the oceanic water systems; 
It would be desirable for nations to dedare their 
intention to have admitted to the world registry 
of clean rivers those rivers within their jurisdiction 
that meet the quality criteria as defined and to 
declare their further intention to ensure that 
certain other rivers shall meet those quality 
criteria by some target date. 

Recommendation 56 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General provide 

the appropriate vehicle for the exchange of information 
on mining and mineral processing. 

(a) Improved accessibility and dissemination of exist-
ing information is required; the body of literature and 
experience is already larger than one would think. 

(b) Possibilities include the accumulation of infor-
mation on: (I) the environmental conditions of mine sites; 

the action taken in respect of the environment; and 
thepositive and negative environmental repercussions. 

(c) Such a body of information could be used for 
prediction. Criteria for the planning and management 
of mineral production would emerge and would indicate 
where certain kinds of mining should be limited, where 
reclamation costs would be particularly high, or where 
other problems would arise. 

(d) The appropriate United Nations bodies should 
make efforts to assist the developing countries by, inter 
alia, providing adequate information for each country 
on the technology for preventing present or future 
environmentally adverse effects of mining and the ad-
verse health and safety effects associated with the mineral 
industry and by accepting technical trainees and sending 
experts. 

Recommendation 57 
iris recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to ensure proper collection, measurement and analysts 
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of data relating to the environmental effects of energy 
use and production within appropriate monitoring 
Systems. 

The design and operation of such networks should 
include, in particular, monitoring the environmental 
levels resulting from emission of carbon dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, oxidants, nitrogen oxides (NO), heat and 
particulates, as well as those from releases of oil and 
radioactivity; 

In each case the objective is to learn more about 
the relationships between such levels and the effects on 
weather, human health, plant and animal life, and 
amenity values. 

Recot'nmendation 58 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to give special attention to providing a mechanism for the 
exchange of information on energy: 

The rationalization and integration of resource 
management for energy will clearly require a solid under-
standing of the complexity of the problem and of the 
multiplicity of alternative solutions; 

Access to the large body of existing information 
should be facilitated: 

Data on the environmental consequences of dif-
ferent energy systems should be provided through 
an exchange of national experiences, studies, semi-
nars, and other appropriate meetings; 
A continually updated register of research involv-
ing both entire systems and each of its stages 
should be maintained. 

Recommendation 59 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to ensure that a comprehensive study be promptly under-
taken with the aim of submitting a first report, at the 
latest in 1975, on available energy sources, new tech-
nology, and consumption trends, in order to assist in 
providing a basis for the most effective development of 
the world's energy resources, with due regard to the 
environmental effects of energy production and use: 
such a study to be carried out in collaboration with 
appropriate international bodies such as the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency and the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development. 

Recommendation 60 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General, in co-

operation with Governments concerned and the appro-
priate international agencies, arrange for systematic 
a'udits of natural resource development projects in repre-
sentative ecosystems of international significance to be 
undertaken jointly with the Governments concerned 
after, and where feasible before, the implementation of 
such projects. 3  

Projects might include new agricultural settlement of sub-
tropical and tropical zones, irrigation and drainage in and zones, 
tropical forestry development, major hydroelectric developments, 
land reclamation works in tropical lowland coastal areas, and 
settlement of nomads in semi-arid zones. The coSt of audits in 
developing countries should not be imputed to the costs of the 
resource development projects but financed from separate inter-
natmnal sources. 

Recommendation 61 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General, in co-

operation with Governments concerned and the appro-
priate international agencies, provide that pilot studies 
be conducted in representative ecosystems of inter-
national significance to assess the environmental impact 
of alternative approaches to the survey, planning and 
development of resource projects. 

Reconunendag ion 62 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General, in co-

operation with Governments concerned and the appro-
priate international agencies, provide that studies be 
conducted to find out the connexion between the distri-
bution of natural resources and people's welfare and the 
reasons for possible discrepancies. 

Recommendation 63 
Ills recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to ensure that international development assistance 
agencies, in co-operation with recipient Governments, 
intensify efforts to revise and broaden the criteria of 
development project analysis to incorporate environ-
mental impact considerations. 

Recommendation 64 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General take steps 

to ensure that the United Nations agencies concerned 
undertake studies on the relative costs and benefits of 
synthetic versus natural products serving identical uses. 

Recommendation 65 

It is recommended that the Man and the Biosphere 
Programme be vigorously pursued by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in co-
operation with other United Nations organizations and 
other international scientific organizations. 

Recommendation 66 

It is recommended that the World Meteorological 
Organization initiate or intensify studies on the inter-
relationships of resource development and meteorology. 

Recommendation 67 

is is recommended that the Secretary-General, in co-
operation with interested Governments and United 
Nations specialized agencies, take the necessary steps to 
encourage the further development of remote-sensing 
techniques for resources surveys and the utilization of 
these techniques on the basis of proper international 
arrangements. 

Recommendation 68 

It is recommended that the Secretary-General, in co-
operation with the appropriate agencies of the United 
Nations and other international organizations, promote 
jointly with interested Governments the development of 
methods for the integrated planning and management 
of natural resources, and provide, when requested, 
advice to Governments on such methods, in accordance 
with the particular environmental circumstances of each 
country. 
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Recommendation 69 
It is recommended that the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations expand its present 
programme on the stabilization of marginal lands. 

IDENTIFICATiON AND CONTROL OF POLLU-
TANTS OF BROAD INTERNATIONAL SIGN!-
FICANCE 

A. POLUTnON GENERALLY 
Recommendation 70 

It is recommended that Governments be mindful of 
activities in which there is an appreciable risk of effects 
on climate, and to this end: 

Carefully evaluate the likelihood and magnitude 
of climatic effects and disseminate their findings to the 
maximum extent feasible before embarking on such 
activities; 

Consult fully other interested States when activities 
carrying a risk of such effects are being contemplated or 
implemented. 

Recommendation 71 
It is recommended that Governments use the best 

practicable means available to minimize the release to 
the environment of toxic or dangerous substances, 
especially if they are persistent substances such as heavy 
metals and organochiorine compounds, until it has been 
demonstrated that their release will not give rise to 
unacceptable risks or unless their use is essential to 
human health or food production, in which case appro-
priate control measures should be applied. 

Recommendation 72 
It is recommended that in establishing standards for 

pollutants of international significance, Governments 
take into account the relevant standards proposed by 
competent international organizations, and concert with 
other concerned Governments and the competent inter-
national organizations in planning and carrying out 
control programmes for pollutants distributed beyond 
the national jurisdiction from which they are released. 

Recommendation 73 
It is recommended that Governments actively support, 

and contribute to, international programmes to acquire 
knowledge for the assessment of pollutant sources, path-
ways, exposures and risks and that those Governments 
in a position to do so provide educational, technical and 
other forms of assistance to facilitate broad participation 
by countries regardless of their economic or technical 
advancement. 

Recommendation 74 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General, drawing 

on the resources of the entire Uni'1 Nations system, 
and with the active support of (iovernments and appro-
priate scientific and other international bodies: 

(a) Increase the capability of the United Nations 
system to provide awareness and advance warning of 
deleterious effects to human health and well-being from 
man-made pollutants; 

(b) Provide this information in a form which is useful 
to policy-makers at the national level; 

(c) Assist those Governments which desire to incor-
porate these and other environmental factors into national 
planning processes; 

(d) Improve the international acceptability of pro-
cedures for testing pollutants and contaminants by: 

(1) International division of labour in carrying out 
the large-scale testing programmes needed; 
Development of international schedules of tests 
for evaluation of the environmental impact poten-
tial of specific contaminants or products. Such a 
schedule of tests should include consideration of 
both short-term and long-term effects of all kinds, 
and should be reviewed and brought up to date 
from time to time to take into account new 
knowledge and techniques; 
Development and implementation of an inter-
national intercalibration programme for sampling 
and analytical techniques to permit more meaning-
ful comparisons of national data; 

(e) Develop plans for an International Registry of 
Data on Chemicals in the Environment based on a col-
lection of available scientific data on the environmental 
behaviour of the most important man-made chemicals 
and containing production figures of the potentially 
most harmful chemicals, together with their pathways 
from factory via utilization to ultimate disposal or 
recirculation. 

Recommendation 75 
It is recommended that, without reducing in any way 

their attention to non-radioactive pollutants, Govern-
ments should: 

Explore with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency and the World Health Organization the feasibility 
of developing a registry of releases to the biosphere of 
significant quantities of radioactive materials; 

Support and expand, under the Intcmational 
Atomic Energy Agency and appropriate international 
organizations, international co-operation on radioactive 
waste problems, including problems of mining and tail-
ings and also including co-ordination of plans for the 
siting of fuel-reprocessing plants in relation to the siting 
of the ultimate storage areas, considering also the trans-
portation problems. 

Recommendation 76 
It is recommended: 

- 

(a) That a major effort be undertaken to develop 
monitoring and both epidemiological and experimental 
research programmes providing data for early warning 
and prevention of the deleterious effects of the various 
environmental agents, acting singly or in combination, 
to which man is increasingly exposed, directly or in-
directly, and for the assessment of their potential risks 
to human health, with particular regard to the risks of 
mutagenicity, teratogenicity and carcinogenicity. Such 
programmes should be guided and co-ordinated by the 
World Health Organization; 
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That the World Health Organization co-ordinate 
the development and implementation of an appropriate 
international collection and dissemination system to 
correlate medical, environmental and family-history data; 

That Governments actively support and contribute 
to international programmes for research and develop-
ment of guidelines concerning environmental factors in 
the work environment. 

Recommendation 77 

it is recommended that the World Health Organization, 
in collaboration with the relevant agencies, in the context 
of an approved programme, and with a view to suggesting 
necessary action, assist Governments, particularly those 
of developing countries, in undertaking co-ordinated 
programmes of monitoring of air and water and in estab-
lishing monitoring systems in areas where there may be 
a risk to health from pollution. 

Recommendation 78 

It is recommended that internationally co-ordinated 
programmes of research and monitoring of food con-
tamination by chemical and biological agent be estab-
lished and developed jointly by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and the World 
Health Organization, taking into account national pro-
grammes, and that the results of monitoring be expe-
ditiously assembled, evaluated and made available so as 
to provide early information on rising trends of contami-
nation and on levels that may be considered undesirable 
or may lead to unsafe human intakes. 

Recommendation 79 

it is recommended: 

That approximately 10 baseline stations be set up, 
with the consent of the States involved, in areas remote 
from all sources of pollution in order to monitor long-
term global trends in atmospheric constituents and 
properties which may cause changes in meteorological 
properties, including climatic changes; 

That a much larger network of not less than 100 
stations be set up, with the consent of the States involved, 
for monitoring properties and constituents of the atmo-
sphere on a regional basis and especially changes in the 
distribution and concentration of contaminants; 

That these programmes be guided and co-ordinated 
by the World Meteorological Organization; 

That the World Meteorological Organization, in 
co-operation with the International Council of Scientific 
Unions (LCSU), continue to carry out the Global Atmo-
spheric Research Programme (GARP), and if necessary 
establish new programmes to understand better the 
general circulation of the atmosphere and the causes of 
climatic changes whether these causes are natural or the 
result of man's activities. 

Recommendation 80 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General ensure: 

(a) That research activities in terrestrial ecology be 
encouraged, supported and co-ordinated through the  

appropriate agencies, so as to provide adequate knowl-
edge of the inputs, movements, residence times and 
ecological effects of pollutants identified as critical; 

That regional and global networks of existing and, 
where necessary, new research stations, research centres, 
and biological reserves be designated or established 
within the framework of the Man and the Biosphere 
Programme (MAB) in all major ecological regions, to 
facilitate intensive analysis of the structure and function-
ing of ecosystems under natural or managed conditions; 

That the feasibility of using stations participating 
in this programme for surveillance of the effects of pollu-
tants on ecosystems be investigated; 

That programmes such as the Man and the Bio-
sphere Programme be used to the extent possible to 
monitor: (i) the accumulation of hazardous compounds 
in biological and abiotic material at representative sites. 
(ii) the effect of such accumulation on the reproductive 
success and population size of selected species. 

Recommendation 81 

it is recommended that the World Health Organization. 
together with the international organizations concerned. 
continue to study, and establish, primary standards for 
the protection of the human organism, especially from 
pollutants that are common to air, water and food, as a 
basis for the establishment of derived working limits. 

Recom,ncndation 82 

it is recommended that increased support be given to 
the Codex Alimentarius Commission to develop inter-
national standards for pollutants in food and a code of 
ethics for international food trade, and that the capa-
bilities of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations and the World Health Organization to 
assist materially and to guide developing countries in the 
field of food control be increased. 

Recommendation 83 

it is recommended that the appropriate United Nations 
agencies develop agreed procedures for setting derived 
working limits for common air and water contaminants. 

Recommendation 84 

it is recommended that Governments make available. 
through the International Referral System established in 
pursuance of recommendation 101 of this Conference, 
such information as may be requested on their pollution 
research and pollution control activities, including legis-
lative and administrative arrangements, research on more 
efficient pollution control technology, and cost-benefit 
methodology. 

Recommendation 85 

It is recommended that any mechanism for co-ordi nati ng 
and stimulating the actions of the different United 
Nations organs in corinexion with environmental prob. 
ems include among us functions: 

(a) Development of an internationally accepted pro-
cedure for the identification of pollutants of internationa 
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significance and for the definitton of the degree and scope 
of international concern; 

Consideration of the appointment of appropriate 
intergovernmental, expert bodies to assess quantitatively 
the exposures, risks, pathways and sources of pollutants 
of international significance; 

Review and co-ordination of international co-
operation for pollution control, ensuring in particular 
that needed measures shall be taken and that measures 
taken in regard to various media and sources shall be 
consistent with one another; 

Examination of the needs for technical assistance 
to Governments in the study of pollution problems, in 
particular those involving international distribution of 
pollutants; 

Encouragement of the establishment of consulta-
tion mechanisms for speedy implementation of concerted 
abatement programmes with particular emphasis on 
regional activities. 

B. MARINE POLLU1ION 

Recommendation 86 
It is reconmended that Governments, with the assis-

tance and guidance of appropriate United Nations 
bodies, in particular the Joint Group of Experts on the 
Scientific Aspects of Marine Pollution (GESAMP): 

Accept and implement available instruments on 
the control of the maritime sources of marine pollution; 

Ensure that the provisions of such instruments are 
compiled with by ships flying their flags and by ships 
operating in areas under their jurisdiction and that 
adequate provisions are made for reviewing the effective-
ness of, and revising, existing and proposed international 
measures for control of marine pollution; 

Ensure that ocean dumping by their nationals any-
where, or by any person in areas under their jurisdiction, 
is controlled and that Governments shall continue to 
work towards the completion of, and bringing into force 
as soon as possible of, an over-all instrument for the 
control of ocean dumping as well as needed regional 
agreements within the framework of this instrument, in 
particular for enclosed and semi-enclosed seas, which are 
more at risk from pollution; 

Refer the draft articles and annexes contained in 
the report of the intergovernmental meetings at Rcyk-
javik, Iceland, in April 1972 and in London in May 1972 
to the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses 
of the Seabed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits 
of National Jurisdiction at its session in July/August 
1972 for information and comments and to.a conference 
of Governments to be convened by the Government of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland in consultation with the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations before November 1972 for further 
consideration, with a view to opening the proposed 
convention for signature at a place to be decided by that 
Conference, preferably before the end of 1972; 

Participate fully in the 1973 Intergovernmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization (I MCO) Conference  

on Maritime Pollution and the Conference on the Law 
of the Sea scheduled to begin in 1973, as well as in 
regional efforts, with a view to bringing all significant 
sources of pollution within the marine environment, 
including radioactive pollution from nuclear surface 
ships and submarines, and in particular in enclosed and 
semi-enclosed seas, under appropriate controls and par-
ticularly to complete elimination of deliberate pollution 
by oil from ships, with the goal of achieving this by the 
middle of the present decade; 

Strengthen national controls over land-based 
sources of marine pollution, in particular in enclosed 
and semi-enclosed seas, and recognize that, in some 
circumstances, the discharge of residual heat from nuclear 
and other power-stations may constitute a potential 
hazard to marine ecosystems. 

Recommendation 87 
it is recommended that Governments: 

Support national research and monitoring efforts 
that contribute to agreed international programmes for 
research and monitoring in the marine environment, in 
particular the Global Investigation of Pollution in the 
Marine Environment (GIPME) and the Integrated Global 
Ocean Station System (IGOSS); 

Provide to the United Nations, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
as appropriate to the data-gathering activities of each, 
statistics on the production and use of toxic or dangerous 
substances that are potential marine pollutants, especIally 
if they are persistent; 

Expand their support to components of the United 
Nations system concerned with research and monitoring 
in the marine environment and adopt the measures 
required to improve the constitutional, financial and 
operational basis under which the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission is at present operating so as 
to make it an effective joint mechanism for the Govern-
ments and United Nations organizations concerned 
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, World Meteorological Organization, 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization s  
United Nations) and in order that it may be able to take 
on additional responsibilities for the promotion and 
co-ordination of scientific programmes and services. 

Recommendation 88 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General, together 

with the sponsoring agencies, make it possible for the 
Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of 
Marine Pollution (GESAMP): 

(a) To re-examine annually, and revise as required, 
its "Review of Harmful C:cm.cal Substances", with a 
view to elaborating further its assessment of sources, 
pathways and resulting risks of marine pollutants; 

(h) To assemble, having regard to other work in 
progress, scientific data and to provide advice on sciertific 
aspects of marine pollution, especially those of an inter-
disciplinary nature. 
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Recommendation 89 

It is recommended that the Secretary-General ensure: 

That mechanisms for combining world statistics 
on mining, production, processing, transport and use of 
potential marine pollutants shall be developed along with 
methods for identifying high-priority marine pollutants 
based in part on such data; 

That the Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific 
Aspects of Marine Pollution (GESAMP), in consultation 
with other expert groups, propose guidelines for test 
programmes to evaluate toxicity of potential marine 
pollutants; 

That the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, the World Health Organization, the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency encourage studies 
of the effects of high-priority marine pollutants on man 
and other organisms, with appropriate emphasis on 
chronic, low-level exposures; 

That the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Com-
mission, with the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations and the World Health Organization, 
explore the possibility of establishing an international 
institute for tropical marine studies, which would under-
take training as well as research. 

Recommendation 90 

It is recommended that the Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission, jointly with the World Meteoro-
logical Organization and, as appropriate, in co-operation 
with other interested intergovernmental bodies, promote 
the monitoring of marine pollution, preferably within 
the framework of the Integrated Global Ocean Station 
System (IGOSS), as well as the development of methods 
for monitoring high-priority marine pollutants in the 
water, sediments and organisms, with advice from the 
Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of 
Marine Pollution (GESAMP) on intercomparability of 
methodologies. 

Recommendation 91 

Is is recommended that the Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission: 

Ensure that provision shall be made in international 
marine research, monuoring and related activities for the 
exchange, dissemination, and referral to sources of data 
and information on baselines and on marine pollution 
and that attention shall be paid to the special needs of 
developing countries; 

Give full consideration, with the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations, the World 
Meteorological Organization, the inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization, the World Health 
Organization, the international Atomic tnergy Agency, 
the international Hydrographic Organization and the 
International Council for the Exploration of the Sea and 
other interested and relevant organizations, to the 
strengthening of on-going marine and related data and 
information exchange and dissemination activities; 

Support the concept of development of an inter-
disciplinary and interorganizational system primarily 
involving centres already in existence; 

Initiate an interdisciplinary marine pollution data 
and scientific information referral capability. 

Recommendation 92 

It is recommended: 
That Governments collectively endorse the prin-

ciples set forth in paragraph 197 of Conference document 
A/CON F.48/8 ' as guiding concepts for the Conference 
on the Law of the Sea and the inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization (I MCO) Marine 
Pollution Conference scheduled to be held in 1973 and 
also the statement of objectives agreed on at the second 
session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on 
Marine Pollution, which reads as follows: 

'The marine environment and all the living organ-
isms which it supports are of vital importance to 
humanity, and all people have an interest in assuring 
that this environment is so managed that its quality 
and resources arc not impaired. This applies especially 
to coastal nations, which have a particular interest in 
the management of coastal area resources. The capacity 
of the sea to assimilate wastes and render them harm-
less and its ability to regenerate natural resources are 
not unlimited. Proper management is required and 
measures to prevent and control marine pollution 
must be regarded as an essential element in this 
management of the oceans and seas and their natural 
resources"; 

and that, in respect of the particular interest of coastal 
SLates in the marine environment and recognizing that 
the resolution of this question is a matter for considera-
tion at the Conference on the Law of the Sea, they take 
note of the principles on the rights of coastal States 
discussed but neither endorsed nor rejected at the second 
session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on 
Marine Pollution and refer those principles to the 1973 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization 
Conference for information and to the 1973 Conference 
on the Law of the Sea for such action as may be appro-
priate; 

That Governments take early action to adopt 
effective national measures for the control of all signifi-
cant sources of marine pollution, including land-based 
sources, and concert and co-ordinate their actions 
regionally and where appropriate on a wider international 
basis; 

That the Secretary-General, in co-operation with 
appropriate international organizations, endeavour to 
provide guidelines which Governments might wish to 
take into account when developing such measures. 

Recommendation 93 

it is recommended that any mechanism for co-ordi nati n 
and stimulating the actions of the different United Nations 

See annex III. 
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organs in connexion with environmental problems in-
clude among its functions over-all responsibility for 
ensuring that needed advice on marine pollution problems 
shall be provided to Governments. 

Recommendation 94 

It is recommended that the Secretary-General, with the 
co-operation of United Nations bodies, take steps to 
secure additional financial support to those training and 
other programmes of assistance that contribute to in-
creasing the capacity of developing countries to partici-
pate in international research, monitoring and pollution-
control programmes. 

EDUCATIONAL, INFORMATIONAL, SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL ASPECTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUES 

Recommendation 95 

it is recommended that the Secretary-General make 
arrangements for the United Nations system: 

To provide countries on request with the necessary 
technical and financial assistance in preparing national 
reports on the environment, in setting up machinery for 
monitoring environmental developments from the social 
and cultural standpoint and, in particular, in drawing up 
national social, educational and cultural programmes; 

To support and encourage projects for continuing 
co-operation among national social, educational and 
cultural programmes, including their economic aspects, 
in an international network. The organizations of the 
United Nations system, including the regional economic 
commissions and the United Nations Economic Social 
Office in Beirut, will be called upon to participate in this 
activity, as will other internatonal governmental and 
non-governmental agencies; 

To organize the exchange of information on 
experience, methods and work in progress in connexion 
with continuous social diagnosis, particularly at the 
regional level and between regions with common 
problems; 

To facilitate the development of social and cultural 
indicators for the environment, in order to establish a 
common methodology for assessing environmental devel-
opments and preparing reports on the subject; 

To prepare, on the basis of the national reports 
on the state of, and outlook for, the environment, 
periodic reports on regional or subregional situations 
and on the international situation in this matter. 

The activities described above could be co-ordinated 
by the new bodies for environmental co-ordination, 
taking into account the priorities agreed upon according 
to the resources available. International bodies respon-
sible for technical and financial co-operation and assis-
tance could also help in carrying out these tasks. 

Recommendation 96 

I. It is recommended that the Secretary-General, the 
organizations of the United Nations system, especially 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, and the other international agencies con- 

cerned, should, after consultation and agreement, take 
the necessary steps to establish an international pro-
gramme in environmental education, interdisciplinary in 
approach, in school and out of school, encompassing 
all levels of education and directed towards the general 
public, in particular the ordinary citizen living in rural 
and urban areas, youth and adult alike, with a view to 
educating him as to the simple steps he might take, 
within his means, to manage and control his environment. 
A programme of technical and financial co-operation 
and assistance will be needed to support this programme, 
taking into account the priorities agreed upon according 
to the resources available. This programme should 
include, among other things: 

The preparation of an inventory of existing sys-
tems of education which include environmental education; 

The exchange of information on such systems and, 
in particular, dissemination of the results of experiments 
in teaching; 

The training and retraining of professional workers 
in various disciplines at various levels (including teacher 
training); 

Consideration of the formation of groups of 
experts in environmental disciplines and activities, in-
cluding those concerning the economic, sociological, 
tourist and other sectors, in order to facilitate the ex-
change of experience between countries which have 
similar environmental conditions and comparable levels 
of development; 

The development and testing of new materials and 
methods for all types and levels of environmental 
education. 

It is further recommended that United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, under 
the Man and the Biosphere Programme, the World 
Health Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organ-
ization of the United Nations, the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization, the World Mete-
orological Organization and all the organizations con-
cerned, including the scientific unions co-ordinated by 
the International Council of Scientific Unions, should 
develop their activities in studying desirable innovations 
in the training of specialists and technicians and, in 
collaboration with the United Nations Development 
Programme, should encourage the institution, at the 
regional and the international level, of courses and 
training periods devoted to the environment. 

It is further recommended that international organ-
izations for voluntary service, and, in particular, the 
International Secretariat for Volunteer Service, should 
include environmental skills in the services they provide, 
in consultation with the United Nations Development 
Programme through the United Nations Volunteer 
Programme. 

Recommendation 97 

Ills recommended that the Secretary-General make 
arrangements: 

(a) To establish an information programme designed 
to create the awareness which individuals should have 
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of environmental issues and to usociate the public with 
environmental management and control. This programme 
will use traditional and contemporary mass media of 
communication, taking distinctive national conditions 
into account. In addition, the programme must provide 
means of stimulating active participation by the citizens, 
and of eliciting interest and contributions from non-
governmental organizations for the preservation and 
development of the environment; 

To institute the observance of a World Environ-
ment Day; 

For the preparatory documents and official docu-
ments of the Conference to be translated into the widest 
possible range of languages and circulated as widely as 
possible; 

To integrate relevant information on the environ-
ment in all its various aspects into the activities of the 
information organs of the United Nations system; 

To develop technical co-operation. particularly 
through and between the United Nations regional eco-
nomic commissions and the United Nations Economic 
and Social Office in Beirut. 

2. Iii: also recommended that the Secretary-General 
and the development agencies make arrangements to use 
and adapt certain international development pro-
grammes—provided that this can be done without 
delaying their execution—so as to improve the dissemi-
nation of information and to strengthen community 
action on environment problems, especially among the 
oppressed and underprivileged peoples of the earth. 

Recommendation 98 
it is recommended that Governments, with the assis-

tance of the Secretary-General, the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Nations, the United 
Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization 
and the other international and regional intergovern-
mental and non-governmental agencies concerned, should 
continue the preparation of the present and future con-
ventions required for the conservation of the world's 
natural resources and cultural heritage. In the course of 
this preparatory work, Governments should consider 
the possibility of putting into operation systems of 
protection for elements of the world heritage, under 
which those Governments that wish to save elements of 
their national heritage of universal value would be able 
to obtain from the international community, on request, 
the technical and financial assistance required to bring 
their efforts to fruition. 

Recommendation 99 
I. it is recommended that Governments should 
(a) Noting that the draft convention prepared by 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization concerning the protection of the world 
natural and cultural heritage marks a significant step 
towards the protection, on an international scale, of the 
environment, examine this draft convention with a view 
to its adoption at the next General Conference of 
UNESCO; 

(b) Whenever appropriate, sign the Convention on 
Conservation of Wetlands of International Importance; 

It is reco.nmessded that the Secretary-General, in 
consultation with the competent agencies of the United 
Nations system and the non-governmental organizations 
concerned, make arrangements for a detailed study of 
all possible procedures for protecting certain islands for 
science; 

It is recommended that a plenipotentiary conference 
be convened as soon as possible, under appropriate 
governmental or intergovernmental auspices, to prepare 
and adopt a convention on export, import and transit 
of certain species of wild animals and plants. 

Recommendation 100 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General make 

arrangements: 
To be kept informed of national pilot schemes for 

new forms of environmental management; 
To assist countries, on request, with their research 

and experiments; 
To organize the international exchange of inform-

ation collected on this subject. 

Recommendation JO! 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General take the 

appropriate steps, including the convening of an expert 
meeting, to organize an International Referral Service 
for sources of environmental information, taking into 
account the model described in paragraphs 129 to 136 
of the report on educational, informational, social and 
cultural aspects of environmental issues (A/CON F. 4819). 
in order to assist in the successful implementation of all 
the recommendations made in respect of those aspects of 
environmental issues and of most of the recommendation; 
envisaged in the other substantive subject areas covered 
in the Conference agenda. 

DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT 

Recommendation 102 
It is recommended that the appropriate regional organ-

izations give full consideration to the following steps: 
Preparing short-term and long-term plans at 

regional, subregional and sectoral levels for the studs 
and identification of the major environmental problems 
faced by the countries of the region concerned as well as  
the special problems of the least developed countries of 
the region and of countries with coastlines and inland 
lakes and rivers exposed to the risk of marine and other 
forms of pollution; 

Evaluating the administrative, technical and legil 
solutions to various environmental problems in terms o 
both preventive and remedial measures, taking int' 
account possible alternative and/or multidisciplina:' 
approaches to development; 

Preparation, within the framework of internation.1 
agreements, of legislative measures designed to protc; 
marine (and fresh-water) fisheries resources within 
limits of their national jurisdiction; 
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Increasing and facilitating, in the context of 
development and as proposed in the World Plan of 
Action for the Application of Science and Technology to 
Development, the acquisition and distribution of infor-
mation and experience to member countries through 
global and regional co-operation, with particular em-
phasis on an international information referral networks 
approach and on a regular exchange of information and 
observation among the regional organizations; 

Establishing facilities for the exchange of infor-
mation and experience between less industrialized coun-
tries which, although situated in different regions, share 
similar problems as a result of common physical, cli-
matic and other factors; 

Encouraging the training of personnel in the 
techniques of incorporating environmental considera-
tions into developmental planning, and of identifying and 
analysing the economic and social cost-benefit relation-
ships of alternative approaches; 

Establishing criteria, concepts and a terminology 
of the human environment through interdisciplinary 
efforts; 

Establishing and disseminating information on the 
significant environmental problems of each region and 
the nature and result of steps taken to cope with them; 

(1) Providing and co-ordinating technical assistance 
activities directed towards establishing systems of en-
vironmental research, information and analysis at the 
national level; 

(J) Assisting developing countries, in co-operation 
with appropriate international agencies, in promoting 
elementary education, with emphasis on hygiene, and in 
developing and applying suitable methods for improving 
health, housing, sanitation and water supply, and con-
trolling soil erosion. Emphasis should be placed on 
techniques promoting the use of local labour and utilizing 
local materials and local expertise in environmental 
management; 

(k) Encouraging the appropriate agencies and bodies 
within the United Nations to assist the developing 
countries, at their request, in establishing national 
science, technology and research policies to enable the 
developing countries to acquire the capacity to identify 
and combat environmental problems in the early plan-
ning and development stages. In this respect, special 
priority should be accorded to the type of research, 
technology and science which would help developing 
countries speed up, without adverse environment effects, 
the exploration, exploitation, processing and marketing 
of their natural resources. 

Recommendation 103 
it is recommended that Governments take the necessary 

steps to ensure: 
(a) That all States participating in the Conference 

agree not to invoke environmental concerns as a pretext 
for discriminatory trade policies or for reduced access 
to markets and recognize further that the burdens of the 
environmental policies of the industrialized countries 
should not be transferred, either directly or indirectly,  

to the developing countries. As a general rule, no country 
should solve or disregard its environmental problems at 
the expense of other countries; 

That where environmental concerns lead to restric-
tions on trade, or to Stricter environmental standards 
with negative effects on exports, particularly from devel-
oping countries, appropriate measures for compensation 
should be worked out within the framework of existing 
contractuaL and institutional arrangements and any new 
such arrangements that can be worked out in the future; 

That the General Agreement of Tariffs and Trade, 
among other international organizations, could be used 
for the examination of the problems, specifically through 
the recently established Group on Environmental 
Measures and International Trade and through its 
general procedures for bilateral and multilateral adjust-
ment of differences; 

That whenever possible (that is, in cases which do 
not require immediate discontinuation of imports), 
countries should inform their trading partners in advance 
about the intended action in order that there might be 
an opportunity to consult within the GATT Group on 
Environment Measures and International Trade, among 
other international organizations. Assistance in meeting 
the consequences of stricter environmental standards 
ought to be given in the form of financial or technical 
assistance for research with a view to removing the 
obstacles that the products of developing countries have 
encountered; 

That all countries agree that uniform environ-
mental standards should not be expected to be applied 
universally by all countries with respect to given indus-
trial processes or products except in those cases where 
environ mental disruption may constitute a concern to 
other countries. In addition, in order to avoid an im-
pairment of the access of the developing countries to the 
markets of the industrialized countries because of differ-
ential product standards, Governments should aim at 
world-wide harmonization of such standards. Environ-
mental standards should be established, at whatever 
levels are necessary, to safeguard the environment, and 
should not be directed towards gaining trade advantages; 

That the Governments and the competent inter-
national organizations keep a close watch on medium-
and long-term trends in international trade and take 
measures with a view to promoting: 

(I) The exchange of environmental protection tech-
nologies; 

(ii) International trade in natural products and com-
modities which compete with synthetic products 
that have a greater capacity for pollution. 

Recommendation 104 
it is recommended that the Secretary-General ensure: 
(a) That appropriate steps shall be taken by the existing 

United Nations organizations to identify the major 
threats to exports, particularly those of developing coun-
tries, that arise from environmental concerns, their 
character and severity, and the remedial action that may 
be envisaged; 
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(b) That the United Nations system, in co-operation 
with other governmental and non-governmental agencies 
working in this field, should assist Governments to 
develop mutually acceptable common international en-
vironmental standards on products which are considered 
by Governments to be of significance in foreign trade. 
Testing and certification procedures designed to ensure 
that the products conform to these standards should be 
such as to avoid arbitrary and discriminatory actions 
that might affect the trade of developing countries. 

Recommendation 105 

It is recommended that the General Agreement of 
Tariffs and Trade, the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development and other international bodies, 
as appropriate, should, within their respective fields of 
competence, consider undertaking to monitor, assess, 
and regularly report the emergence of tariff and non-
tariff barriers to trade as a result of environmental 
policies. 

Recomn,cndation 106 

If is reeonznze,uled. 
That the Secretary-General, in co-operation with 

other international bodies as appropriate, should examine 
the extent to which the problems of pollution could be 
ameliorated by a reduction in the current levels of 
production and in the future rate of growth of the pro-
duction of synthetic products and substitutes which, in 
their natural form, could be produced by developing 
countries; and make recommendations for national and 
international action; 

That Governments of the developing countries 
consider fully the new opportunities that may be offered 
to them to establish industries and/or expand existing 
industries in which they may have comparative advan-
tages because of environmental considerations, and that 
special care be taken to apply the appropriate inter-
national standards on environment in order to avoid the 
creation of pollution problems in developing countries; 

That the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
appropriate international agencies, undertake a full 
review of the practical implications of environmental 
concerns in relation to distribution of future industrial 
capacity and, in particular. to ways in which the develop-
ing countries may be assisted to take advantage of 
opportunities and to minimize risks in this area. 

Reconimendat ion 107 

It is recommended that the Secretary-General, in col-
labora ion with appropriate international agencies, ensure 
that a study be conducted of appropriate mechanisms 
for financing international environmental action, taking 
into account General Assembly resolution 2849 (XXVI). 

Recommendation 1 98 
It is being recognized that it is in the interest of man-

kind that the technoloeies for protecting and improving 
the environment he employed universally, it is recant-
mended that the Secretary-General be asked to undertake 
studies, in consultation ith Governments and appro-
priate international aenctes, to find means by which  

environmental technologies may be made available for 
adoption by developing countries under terms and 
conditions that encourago their wide distribution without 
constituting an unacceptable burden to developing 
countries. 

Recommendation 109 
It is recommended that the Secretary-General, in col-

laboration with appropriate international agencies, take 
steps to ensure that the environmental considerations of 
an international nature related to the foregoing recom-
mendations be integrated into the review and appraisal 
of the International Development Strategy for the Second 
Development Decade in such a way that the flow of 
international aid to developing countries is not ham-
pered. Recommendations for national action, proposed 
by the Secretary-General of the Conference, shall be 
referred to Governments for their consideration and, 
when deemed appropriate, should be taken into account 
in the review and appraisal process during the considera-
tion of matters for national action as included in the 
International Development Strategy. It should further be 
ensured that the preoccupation of developed countries 
with their own environmental problems should not affect 
the flow of assistance to developing Countries, and that 
this flow should be adequate to meet the additional 
environmental requirements of such countries. 

C. The Action Plan 

All of the recommendations approved by the Con-
ference for action at the international level (see section B 
above) are rearranged in the following Action Plan for 
the Human Environment within the approved framework 
(see section A above). The recommendations which, 
before and during the Conference, had been dealt with 
sectorally, by subject area, are redistributed below, 
according to function, into the three components of the 
Action Plan: the global environmental assessment pro-
gramme (Earthwatch), the environmental management 
activities, and the supporting measures. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EARThWATCH) 

This category includes the functions listed below: 
Eialua:ion and review: to provide the basis for identifi-

cation of the knowledge needed and to determine that 
the necessary steps be taken: 

Recommendations: 4, U, 14, lB. 21, 30, 41, 44, 
46(c, d), 48, 49, 54, 55, 60, 61, 63, 70, 74, 75, 81, 85, 
88, 91 (a), 92 (c), 93. 94, 95 (d. e), 106, 109. 

Research: to create new knowledge of the kinds 
specifically needed to provide guidance in the making 
of decisions: 

Recommendations: 4, 12, 13, 16 (b), 18(c), 20 (b, c), 
21 23, 24 (a, b), 26, 28, 41, 42, 43(5. b. c), 45 (2. b), 
48, 49, 51(c), 52, 53(d), 59, 62, 64, 65, 66, 68, 13, 
74(d), 76, 78, 79(d), 80(a-c), 84, 85, 87, 88, 89, 94, 
95(d), 102(a. i), 106(c), 108. 

Monitoring: to gather certain data on specilic environ-
mental variables and to evaluate such data in order to 
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determine and predict important environmental condi-
tions and trends: 

Rccommendations 18 (1. a-c), 20 (a. iv), 25, 29, 30, 
40, 45, 46 (a-c), 49, 51 (c. i, ii), 52(1. c), 55, 57, 67, 73, 
74, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 87, 90, 91, 94, 95, 102, 104, 
105, 108. 

Information exchange: to disseminate knowledge within 
the scientific and technological communities and to 
ensure that decision-makers at all levels shall have the 
benefit of the best knowledge that can be made available 
in the forms and at the times in which it can be useful: 

Recommendations: 2, 4, 5, 16 (c), 19 (a), 20 (a, c), 
21(a), 26, 27, 35, 37, 39, 41, 45, 46(b), 49, 51(c), 52, 
53 (c), 54, 55, 56, 51, 58, 59, 73, 74 (b), 84, 91, 95 (c), 
96(b), 97, 100 (c), 101 • 102 (d, e, h, i), 108. 

ENViRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

This category covers functions designed to facilitate 
comprehensive planning that takes into account the side 
effects of man's activities and thereby to protect and 
enhance the human environment for present and future 
generations. 

Recommendations: 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 
18(3,4), 19, 20(d), 21, 22, 23, 27, 32, 33, 36, 37, 38, 
39, 42, 43, 44, 45,46,47,48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 61,  

63, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 75(b), 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 88, 
92, 93, 94, 96(b), 98, 99, 100(a), 102, 103, 104, 105, 
106, 107, 108, 109, 

SUPPORUNG MEASURES 

This category relates to measures required for the 
activities in the other two categories (environmental 
assessment and environmental management). 

Education, training and public information: to supply 
needed specialists, multidisciplinary professionals and 
technical personnel and to facilitate the use of knowledge 
in decision-making at every level. 

Recommendations: 6, 7, 8, 13, 16, 18 (4), 19(b), 31, 
34, 73, 89 (6), 93, 94, 95 (e), 96, 97, 102 (f). 

Organizational arrangements: 
Recommendations: 4(1), 7(b), 16, 18, 20(b. iii), 

21 (a. vi), 23, 26, 31(b), 33, 34(b), 41, 43(2, 6, 7), 45, 
50, 51, 52(2), 79, 85, 87(c), 89(d), 91, 93, 94, 101, 

102 (c). 
Financial and other forms of assistance: 
Recommendations: 1, 2(1. c), 10, 12, 13, 15, 16(d), 

18 (2, 4), 19 (b), 21(a), 34(b), 36, 43(b), 45, 46 (d), 49, 
51 (c. Viii), 53, 73, 74, 77, 85 (d), 93, 94, 95, 96, 

97 (1. C, 2), 98, 100(b), 302 (i, J. k), 107, 108. 
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At.iex III 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR ASSESSMENT AND CONTROL OF MARINE POLLUTION 

A set of general prrnciplcs for assessment and control of marine 
pollution should be accepted and endorsed by Governments. 

The definition of marine pollution employed by the United 
Nations is "the introduction by man, directly or indirectly, of 
substances or energy into the marine environment (including 
estuaries) resulting in such deleterious effects as harm to living 
resources, hazards to human health, hindrance to marine activities 
including fishing, impairment of quality for use of sea water, and 
reduction of amenities". 

The following principks were suggested by the Intergovernmental 
Working Group on Marine Pollution (November 1971) as guiding 
concepts representing a basis for general agreement. 

Every State has a duty to protect and preserve the marine 
environment and, in particular, to prevent pollution that may 
affect areas where an internationally shared resource is located. 

Every State should adopt appropriate measures for the 
prevention of marine pollution, whether acting individually or in 
conjunction with other States under agreed international arrange-
ments. 

States should use the best practicable means available to them 
to minimize the discharge of potentially hazardous substances to 
the sea by all routes, including land-based sources such as rivers, 
outfalls and pipelines within national jurisdiction, as well as dumping 
by or fom ships, aircraft and platforms: 

States should ensure that their national legislation provides 
adequate sanctions against those who infringe existing regulations 
on marine pollution. 

States should assume joint responsibility for the preservation 
of the marine environment beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. 

The States at higher levels of technological and scientific 
development should assist those nations which request it, for 
example by undertaking programmes, either directly or through 
competent agencies, intended to provide adequate training of the 
technical and scientific personnel of those countries, as well as by 
providing the equipment and facilities needed in areas such as 
research, administration, monitoring or surveillance, infonnation, 
waste disposal, and others, which would improve their ability to 
discharge duties consisting of protecting the marine environment. 

States should discharge, in accordance with the principles of 
intrnationaI law, their obligations towards other States where 
darflae arises from pollution caused by their own activities or by 
organizations or individuals under their jurisdiction and should 
co-operate in developing prodecures for dealing with such damage 
and the settlement of disputes. 

Every State should co-operate with other States and competent 
international organizations with regard to the elaboration and 
implementation of internationally agreed rules, standirds and 
procedures for the prevention of marine pollution on global, 
regional and national levels. 

States should join together regionally to concert their policies 
and adopt measures in common to prevent the pollution of the 
areas which, for geographical or ecological reasons, form a natural 
entity and an integrated whole. 

4  Excerpt from document A/CONF.48(8. para. 197. 

International guidelines and criteria should be developed, 
both by national Governments and through intergovernmental 
agencies, to provide the policy framework for control measures. 
A comprehensive plan for the protection of the marine environment 
should provide for the identification of critical pollutants and their 
pathways and sources, determination of exposures to these pollu-
tants and assessment of the risks they pose, timely detection of 
undesirable trends, and development of detection and monitoring 
systems. 

(II) Internationally agreed criteria and standards should provide 
for regional and local variations in the effects of pollution and in the 
evaluation of these effects. Such variables should also include the 
ecology of sea areas, economic and social conditions, and amenities, 
recreational facilities and other uses of the seas. 

Primary protection standards and derived working levels-
especially codes of practice and effluent standards—may usefully 
be established at national levels, and in some instances, on a regional 
or global basis. 

Action to prevent and control marine pollution (particularly 
direct prohibitions and specific release limits) must guard against the 
effect of simply transferring damage or hazard from one part of the 
environment to another. 

The development and implementation of control should be 
sufficiently flexible to reflect increasing knowledge of the marine 
ecosystem, pollution effects, and improvements in technological 
means for pollution control and to take into account the fact that a 
number of new and hitherto unsuspected pollutants are bound to be 
brought to light. 

Every State should co-operate with other States and with 
competent international organizations with a view to the develop-
ment of marine environmental research and survey programmes and 
systems and means for monitoring changes, in the marine environ-
ment, including studies of the present state of the oceans, the trends 
of pollution effects and the exchange of data and scientific informa-
tion on the marine environment. There should be similar co-opera-
tion in the exchange of technological information on means of pre-
venting marine pollution, including pollution that may arise from 
offshore resource exploration and exploitation. 

International guidelines should also be developed to facilitate 
comparability in methods of detection and measurement of pollu-
tants and their effects. 

In addition to its responsibility for environmental protection 
within the limits of its territorial sea, a coastal State also has res-
ponsibility to protect adjacent areas of the environment from damage 
that may result from activities within its territory. 

Coastal States should ensure that adequate and appropriate 
resources are available to deal with pollution incidents resulting 
from the exploration and exploitation of seabed resources in 
areas within the limits of their national jurisdiction. 

States should co-operate in the appropriate international 
forum to ensure that activities related to the exploration and exploi-
tation of the seabed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national 
jurisdiction shall not result in pollution of the marine environment. 

All States should ensure that vessels under their registration 
comply with internationally agreed rules and standards relating 
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to ship design and construction, operating procedures and other 
relevant factors. States should co-operate in the development or 
such rules, standards and procedures, in the appropriate inter-
national bodies. 

(21) Following an accident on the high seas which may be expected 
to result in major deleterious consequences from pollution or 
threat of pollution of the sea, a coastal State facing grave and immi-
nent danger to its coastline and related interests may take appro-
priae measures as may be necessasy to prevent. mitigate, or mimi- 

nate such danger, in accordance with internationally agreed rules 
and standards. 

Where thcrv is a need foraction by or through International 
agencies for the prevention, control or study of marine potlution, 
existing bodies, both within and outside the United Nations system, 
should be utilizjed as far as possible. 

States should assist one another, to the best of their ability, 
in action against mantis pollution of whatever origin. 
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* 
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No. 30 (A/8730), Supplement No. 30 (*19030); Suppint No. 31 (*19631); Supplement No. 34 

(*110034); Supplement No. 39 (A/31/39); Supplement No. 45 (A132/45); Supplement No. 45 (*/33/45); 

Supplent No. 48 (*/35/48); Supplement No. 51 (P136/51); Supplement No. 51 (A/31151); Supplement 
No. 47 (*/38/47); supplement No. 53 (*141/53); Supplement No. 49 (P142/49). 
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GA/RES/2994(XXVII). unitw Nat*oem Cenfai&i,e on the ;... EA,iront 

The &eneral Asse7rêly, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the international caminity to take action to preserve 
and enhance the environment and, in particular, the need for continuous international co-operation 
to this end, 

Recalling its resolutions 2398(XXIII) of 3 Decer 1968, 2581(XXIV) of 15 DecerE*r 1969, 
2651(XJCV) of 1 Deceer 1910, 2849(XXvI) and 2850(XXVI) of 20 Decer 1911, 

Having considered the report of the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Enviroqint Y, held at Stockholm from 5 to 16 June 1912, and the report of the 
Secretary-General thereon, 2J 

Expressing its satIsfaction that the Conference and the Preparatory Coami ttee for the 
United Nations conference on the Human Environment succeeded in focusing the attention of 
Governments and public opinion on the need for proept action in the field of the environment; 

Takes note With satisfaction of the report of the United Nations Conference on 
the Human Enviroint; 

Draws the attention of Governments and the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Enviroint Programie J to the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Ht.unan 
Environment ! and refers the Action Plan for the Human Environment f to the Governing 
Council for appropriate action; 

Draws the attention of Governments to the recomnendations for action at the 
national level referred to them by the Conference for their consideration and such action as they 
might deem appropriate; 

DesIgnates 5 June as World Environment Day and urges Governments and the 
organizations in the United Nations system to undertake on that day every year world-wide 
activities reaffirming their concern for the preservation and enhancement of the enviroint, with 
a view to deepening environmental awareness and to pursuing the determination expressed at the 
Conference; 

Takes note with appreciation of resolution 4(I) of 15 June 1912 ! adopted by 
the Conference on the convening of a second United Nations Conference on the Human Environment and 
refers this matter to the Governing Council of the United Nations Enviromwnt ProgrMune with the 
request that the Council study this matter, taking into account the status of leplenentation of 
the Action Plan and future developments in the field of the environment, and report its views and 
recoitmendations to the General Assei1y so that the Assently can take a decision on all aspects of 
the matter not later than at its twenty-ninth session. 

2112th plenary meeting 
15 Oecm*er 1912 

i_/ A/CONF.48/l4 and Corr.l. 
21 A/8183 and Add.1. Add.1/Corr.l and Add.2. 
3/ See resolution 2991(XXVII), sect. I 
4/ A/CONF.48/14 and Corr.l, chap.! 
5/ IbId., chap.II 
6/ IbId., chap.IV. 



- 34 - 

GA/RES/2995(XXVII). Co-operation betan State In the field of the iwira.nt 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered principle 20 as contained in the draft text of a prele and 
principles of the declaration on the httnan enviro.unent, !1  referred to it for consideration by 
the United Nations Conference on the Hianan Enviroivnent, 

Recalling its resolution 2849(XXVI) of 20 Decent*r 1971 entitled mDevelopment and 
cmii romient", 

Bearing in mind that, in exercising their sovereignty over their natural resources, 
States must seek, through effective bilateral and multilateral co-operation or through regional 
machinery, to preserve and iurove the cmii rorinent, 

EmphasIzes that, in the exploration, exploitation and development of their natural 
resources, States must not produce significant harmful effects in zones situated outside their 
national jurisdiction; 

Recognizes that co-operation between States in the field of the envirotinent, 
including co-operation towards the iiilonentation of principles 21 and 22 of the Declaration of 
the United Nations Conference on the Phinan Enviroinuent t, will be effectively achieved if 
official and public knowledge is provided of the technical data relating to the work to be carried 
out by States within their national jurisdiction, with a view to avoiding significant harm that 
may occur in the environment of the adjacent area; 

Further recognizes that the technical data referred to in paragraph 2 above will be 
given and received in the best spirit of co-operation and good-neighbourliness, without this being 
construed as enabling each State to delay or inpede the progriines and projects of exploration, 
exploitation and development of the natural resources of the States in whose territories such 
progrwmes and projects are carried out. 

2112th plenary meeting 
15 Decenter 1912 

GA/RES/2996(XXYII). Zet.rnatlon.1 respon.Ibllity of £tats in regard 
to the esiv1ront 

The General Asseithi y, 

Recalling principles 21 and 22 of the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the 
Kienan Enviroint !" concerning the international responsibility of States in regard to the 
environment, 

Bearing in mind that those principles lay down the basic rules governing this matter, 

Declares that no resolution adopted at the twenty-seventh session of the General Assthly 
can affect principles 21 and 22 of the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Hienan 
Envi ront. 

2112th plenary meeting 
15 Decer 1981 

7/ See A/CONF.48/4, annex. See also A/CONF.48/14 and Corr.1, chap. X, sect. D. 
8/ AfCCNF.48fl4 and Corr.l, chap. I. 
9/ IbId. 
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GA/RES12991 (XXVII). Instititional and fleial .,. ..u.i,,&&Mi for latarnatIouial 
snvlroem.Mal co-rat1on 

The General Asseithi y, 

Convinced of the need for prct and effective ilementation by Govennts and the 
international caiiwnity of measures designed to safeguard and enhance the enviroement for the 
benefit of present and future generations of man, 

Recognizing that responsibility for action to protect and enhance the envlroint rests 
prinerily with Goven.ents and, in the first instance, can be exercised were effectively at the 
national and regional level. 

Recognizing further that enviroiveantal problems of broad international significance fall 
within the cetence of the United Nations systo., 

Bearing In mind that international co-operative progres in the field of the 
enviroint mest be undertaken with due respect for the sovereign rights of States and in 
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and principles of international law, 

Mindful of the sectoral responsibilities of the organizations in the United Nations system, 

Conscious of the significance of regional and sub-regional co-operation in the field of the 
enviroeet and the iortant role of the regional econcmlc ccmaiissions and other regional 
intergorerintal organizations. 

H2rhasiz1ng that problems of the environeent constflute a new and iortant area for 
international co-operation and that the colexity and Interdependence of such probleins require 
new approaches, 

Recognizing that the relevant International scientific and other professional cornities 
can make an iuortant contribution to international co-operation In the field of the enviromsent, 

Conscious of the need for processes within the United Nations system which would 
effectively assist developing countries to ilsnt environmental policies and progres that 
are catible with their develont plans and to participate meaningfully in international 
envi roinmntal progres. 

Convinced that, in order to be effective, international co-operation in the field of the 
enviromeent requires additional financial and technical resources. 

Aware of the urgent need for a permanent institutional arrangnt within the United Nations 
system for the protection and irovent of the enviroement, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Conference on the 

Hemin Enviroonant, IQ/ 

W A/81$3 and Add.l. Md.1/Corr.l and Md.2. 
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I 

ERNING COWCf I OF THE LIITED MTIONS ENVIROIIENT PROGRNI'lE 

1. DecIdes to establish a Governing Council of the United Nations Envirotinent Progrume, 
ccosed of fifty-eight meobers elected by the General Asseutly for three-years terms on the 
following basis: 

Sixteen seats for African States; 
Thirteen seats for Asian States; 
Six seats for Eastern European States; 
Ten seats for Latin American States; 
Thirteen seats for Western European and other States; 

2. DecIdes that the Governing Council shall have the following main functions and 
responsibilities: 

To prote international co-operation in the field of the enviroivnent and to recuimend, as 
appropriate, policies to this end; 

To provide general policy guidance for the direction and co-ordination of envirovnental 
prograiunes within the United Nations system; 

To receive and review the periodic reports of the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Enviroiinent ProgremTe, referred to in section 11, paragraph 2, below, on the iulementation of 
enviromnental programies within the United Nations system; 

To keep under review the *rld envirorenental situation in order to ensure that emerging 
enviroomental problems of wide international significance receive appropriate and adequate 
consideration by Goverrinents; 

(c) To promote the contribution of the relevant international scientific and other professional 
coiuipinities to the acquisition, assessment and exchange of enviromnental knowledge and information 
and, as appropriate, to the technical aspects of the formulation and leplenentation of 
enviroimiental progrmmms within the United Nations system; 

To maintain under continuing review the inact of national and international enviromnental 
policies and measures on developing countries 1  as well as the problem of additional costs that may 
be incurred by developing countries in the iilenentation of enviroemental progrsnnes and 
projects, and to ensure that such progreemes and projects shall be coirpatible with the development 
plans and priorities of those countries; 

To review and approve annually the progreeme of utilization of resources of the Environment 
Fund referred to in section III below; 

3. DecIdes that the Governing Council shall report annually to the General Asser&y 
through the Economic and Social Council, which will transmit to the Asseubly such coieuents on the 
report as it may deem necessary, particularly with regard to questions of co-ordination and to the 
relationship of envirormental policies and progres within the United Nations system to overall 
economic and social policies and priorities; 
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II 

ENVIIII4L1ST SECRETARIAT 

1. Decides that a small secretariat shall be established in the United Nations to serve 
as a focal point for environmental action and co-ordination within the United Nations system in 
such a way as to ensure a high degree of effective management; 

2. DecIdes that the enviromant secretariat shall be headed by the Executive Director of 
the United Nations Environment Progr, who shall be elected by the General Assly on the 
nomination of the Secretary-General for a term of four years and who shall be entrusted, Inter 
alIa, with the following responsibilities: 

To provide substantive support to the Governing Council of the United Nations Envirolmant 
Progre; 

To co-ordinate, under the guidance of the Governing Council, environmental progres 
within the United Nations system, to keep their iilementation under review and to assess their 
effectiveness; 

To advise, as appropriate and under the guidance of the Governing Council, 
intergovertmantal bodies of the United Nations systi on the forlation and iWlementation  of 
envi roimantal progres; 

To secure the effective co-operation of 1  and contribution from, the relevant scientific and 
other professional cinities in all parts of the world; 

To provide, at the request of all parties concerned, advisory services for the promotion of 
international co-operation in the field of the enviroement; 

To submit to the Governing Council, on his own initiative or upon request, proposals 
eodying mediim-range and long-range planning for United Nations progrermes in the field of the 
environment; 

To bring to the attention of the Governing Council any matter which he deems to require 
consideration by it; 

(Ii) To ackainister, under the authority and policy guidance of the Governing Council, the 
Environment Fund referred to in section II! below; 

To report on enviroiiaental matters to the Governing Council; 

To perform such other functions as may be entrusted to him by the Governing Council; 

3. DecIdes that the costs of servicing the Governing Council and providing the small 
secretariat referred to in paragraph 1 above shall be borne by the regular budget of the 
United Nations and that operational prograime costs, progre support and adeinistrative costs of 
the Enviroiwnent Fund established under section Ill below shall be borne by the Fund; 

II! 

ENVIRONMENT FUND 

1. DecIdes that, in order to provide for additional financing for enviroimantal 
progrem*s, a voluntary fund shall be established, with effect from 1 January 1913, in accordance 
with existing United Nations financial procedures; 
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DecIdes that, in order to enable the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Environment Progremne to fulfil its policy-guidance role for the direction and co-ordination of 
environmental activities, the Environment Fund shall finance wholly or partly the costs of the new 
enviro,ntal initiatives undertaken within the United Nations system - whtch will include the 
initiatives envisaged in the Action Plan for the Human Envirormmnt ii/ adopted by the 
United Nations Conference on Human Envirovwnent, with particular attention to integrated projects, 
and such other environmental activities as may be decided upon by the Governing Council - and that 
the Governing Council shall review these initiatives with a view to taking appropriate decisions 
as to their continued financing; 

DecIdes that the Environment Fund shall be used for financing such progrnmmes of 
general interest as regional and global monitoring, assessment and data-collecting syst, 
including, as appropriate, costs for national counterparts; the inrovement of enviroiwnental 
quality management; environental research; information exchange and dissemination; public 
education and training; assistance for national, regional and global envirorvuental institutions; 
the prOmotion of envjrontal research and studies for the development of industrial and other 
technologies best suited to a policy of economic growth ccnatible with adequate environmental 
safeguards; and such other progremnes as the Governing Council may decide upon, and that in the 
ilementation of such progres due account should be taken of the special needs of the 
developing countries; 

DecIdes that, in order to ensure that the development priorities of developing 
countries shall not be adversely affected, adequate measures shall be taken to provide additional 
financial resources on terms ca,patlble with the economic situation of the recipient developing 
country, and that, to this end, the Executive Director, in co-operation with canetent 
organizations, shall keep this problem under continuing review; 

DecIdes that the Environment Fund, in pursuance of the objectives stated in paragraphs 
2 and 3 above, shall be directed to the need for effective co-ordination in the ilementation Df 
international environmental programies of the organizations in the United Nations system and other 
international organizations; 

DecIdes that, in the ilementation of progrs to be financed by the Environment 
Fund, organizations outside the United Nations system, particularly those in the countries and 
regions concerned, shall also be utilized as appropriate, in accordance with the procedures 
established by the Governing Council, and that such organizations are invited to support the 
United Nations envirommntal progrwnes by coelntary initiatives and contributions; 

DecIdes that the Governing Council shall forimilate such general procedures as are 
necessary to govern the operations of the Environment Fund; 

'V 

ENVIROPENT CO-OROINAIION BRD 

I. DecIdes that, in order to provide for the most efficient co-ordination of 
United Nations environmental progres, an Environment Co-ordination Board, under the 
chairmanship of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programie, shall be 
established under the auspices and within the frwork of the Aóeinistrative Ccnnittee on 
Co-ordination; 

Further decides that the Environment Co-ordination Board shall meet periodically for 
the purpose of ensuring co-operation and co-ordination &ung all bodies concerned in the 
leplenentation of environmental progrmes and that it shall report annually to the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Environment Progremne; 

- 11/ A/CONF.48f14 and Corr.l, chap. I!. 
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3. Tnvi tes the organizations of the United Nations system to adopt the measures that may 
be required to undertake concerted and co-ordinated progranvis with regard to international 
environmental problems, taking into account existing procedures for prior consultation, 
particularly on progranine and budgetary matters; 

Invites the regional economic cnmnissions and the United Nations Economic and Social 
Off ice at Beirut, in co-operation where necessary with other appropriate regional bodies to 
intensify further their efforts directed towards contributing to the inlementation of 
environmental progranines in view of the particular need for the rapid development of regional 
co-operation in this field; 

Also invites other intergovernmental and those non-governmental organizations that 
have an interest in the field of the environment to lend their full support and collaboration to 
the United Nations with a view to achieving the largest possible degree of co-operation and 
co-ordination; 

Calls upon Governments to ensure that appropriate national institutions shall be 
entrusted with the task of the co-ordination of enviroinental action, both national and 

international; 

Decides to review as appropriate, at its thirty-first session, the above institutional 
arrangements, bearing in mind, inter alia, the responsibilities of the Economic and Social 
Council under the Charter of the United Nations. 

2112th plenary meeting 
15 Deceiter 1972 

GA/RES/3000(XXVI I). Measures for protecting and enhancing the environt 

The General Assembly, 

Noting the report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 

Cogn1tant of the effective contribution of the secretariat of the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment and the Preparatory Committee for the conference, 

Expressing its appreciation to the Government of Sweden for acting as host to the 
Conference, 

Convinced that actions at the national level can canlement and perfect the Action Plan for 

the Human Environment -I' adopted by the Conference, 

Recalling its resolution 2849(XXVI) of 20 Decanter 1971 entitled "Develoinent and 
environment" and the set of recommendations of the Conference pertaining to development and 
environment, W 

Recallinçv further paragraphs 2(e) and 5(d) of Conference resolution 1(1) of 
15 June 1972 i! on institutional and financial arrangements, 

12/ A/CONF.48/14 and Corr. 1. 
13/ IbId., chap. II. 
I Ibid., chap. II, sect. B. 

15/ IbId., chap. III, paragraphs 2(e) and 5(d) were incorporated in resolution 2991(XXVII) 
without change (see sect. I, para. 2(e), and sect. II, para. 2(d), of that resolution]. 



Bearing in mind Economic and Social Council resolution 1118(111!) of 28 July 1972, 

1. Stresses the niortance of action at the national level for protecting and enhancing 
the envirorunent; 

2. Calls upon the Governing Council of the United Nations Enviroinent Progre 1W to 
explore at its first session ways and means of promoting effective regional progrnes in the 
field of the enviro,vnent; 

3. Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Envirorunent Progrme, in 
formolating enviromnental programies, to ensure the cmatibi1ity of the iwqlenentation of these 
progrnes with: 

The policy measures and obectives of the International Development Strategy for the Second 
United Nations Development Decade .!.iJ relating to science and technology; 

Policy measures and objectives that are to be reconinended by the Comittee on Science and 
Technology for Development upon consideration of the World Plan of Action for the 

Application of Science and Technology to Development; IV 

4. Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Envirooment Progrnee and the 
Coliunittee on Review and Appraisal to keep this matter under review and to report to the General 
Assely at its twenty-ninth sessions  through the Economic and Social Council, on the steps taken 
with regard to paragraph 3 above. 

2112th plenary meetiq 
15 Decer 1912 

GA/RES/3002( XXVII). Demelo'ut and scwi roftt 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2849(XXVI) of 20 Decmiber 1911 entitled wDevelopment and 
environment, 

Considering its resolution 2997(XXVII) of 15 Decer 1912 on institutional and financial 
arrangements for international envirovvnentaI co-operation, 

Noting the set of reconunendations of the United Nations Conference on the Hsanan Enviroiment 
pertaining to development and environment 12/, 

Reaffirming the iiortance of im1euenting the objectives and policy measures of the 
International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade W and the 
need to provide adequate resources for their fulfilment, 

Bearing In mind that the funds available to the international conmenity for research and 
action in the fields of the protection and enhancenent of the envirwment will tend to be scarce 
in relation to the needs, 

16/ See resolution 2991(XXVII), sect. I. 
11/ Resolution 2626(XXV). 

1?! United Nations publication, Sales No. E.111I.A.18. 
19/ See A/COPW.4$/14 and Corr.1, chap. II, sect. B. 
201 Resolution 2626(XXV). 
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Stresses that, in the implementation and financing of the objectives set forth in 
section III, paragraphs 2 and 3, of General Assitly resolution 2991(XXVII), such enviroivnental 
measures and progrmes as may also constitute a necessary part of the process of accelerating the 
economic development of developing countries should receive special consideration in the 
formulation of proqrnes and priorities by the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Environment Progrtvne; 

Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progrnne in 
formulating environmental progrnnes to ensure, in accordance with the principles set forth in 
General Assembly resolution 2849(XXVI), the compatibility of these progrannes with the objectives 
and policy measures of global strategies and sectoral guidelines for the economic development and 
developing countries as defined by the United Nations; 

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to discharge its responsibilities under 
the Charter of the United Nations and section I, paragraph 3, of General Assembly resolution 
2991(XXVII), in such a way as to enhance the attainment of goals and objectives of the 
International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade and to ensure 
that the development priorities of developing countries set out in the International Development 
Strategy are in no way adversely affected or distorted; 

Recommends respect for the principle that resources for environmental progratmes, 
both within and outside the United Nations system, be additional to the present level and 
projected growth of resources contemplated in the International Development Strategy, to be made 
available for progrannes directly related to developmental assistance; 

Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth 
session, through the Economic and Social Council, a report providing a caTrehensive picture 
within the United Nations system of the distribution and patterns of growth of resources and 
programms in various fields, including funds for special purposes, in order to permit an 
evaluation of their conformity with the over-all policies and priorities of development as 
established in the relevant decisions of the Council and the Assembly. 

2112th plenary meeting 
15 Decneter 1912 

GA/RES/3129(xxvIiI). Co-operation in the field of the enviroment concerning 
natural resources shared by two or more States 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming principles 21, 22 and 24 of the Declaration of the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment ?1", held at Stockholm from S to 16 June 1912, 

Recalling its resolutions 2995(XXVII), 2996(XXVII) and 2991(XXv!I) of 15 December 1912 
relating to co-operation between States in the field of the envirommnt, to international 
responsibility of States in regard to the envi rotinent and to the establ i shnmnt of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Programie, respectively, 

Reaffirming the duty of the international coniTlinity to adopt measures to protect and 
improve the envirorwnent, and particularly the need for continuous international collaboration to 
that end, 

2 1 / See Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.13.II.A.14), chap. I. 
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Convinced of the need to pursue, in the field of the environment, the elaboration of 
international norma conducive to the achievement of those purposes. 

Taking note with satisfaction of the inortant Economic Declaration adopted by the 
Fourth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Algiers from 5 
to 9 Septeter 1973 

Conscious of the urqortance and urgency of safeguarding the conservation and exploitation 
of the natural resources shared by two or more States by means of an effective system of 
co-operation, as indicated in the above-mentioned Economic Declaration of Algiers, 

ConsIders that it is necessary to ensure effective co-operation between countries 
through the establishment of adequate international standards for the conservation and harmonious 
exploitation of natural resources coninon to two or more States in the context of the normal 
relations existing between them; 

Considers further that co-operation between countries sharing such natural resources 
and interested in their exploitation most be developed on the basis of a system of information and 
prior consultation within the frmnework of the normal relations existing between then; 

Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progrmnne, in keeping 
with its function of promoting international co-operation according to the mandate conferred upon 
it by the General Assethly, to take duly into account the preceding paragraphs and to report on 
measures adopted for their inlenentation; 

Urges Mether States, within the framework of their mutual relations, to take fully into 
account the provisions of the present resolution. 

2199th plenary meeting 
13 Deceiter 1913 

GA/RES/3132(XXVIII). Fund of the United Nations Envl'oinL Proye 

The General Assembly. 

Recalling section III of its resolution 2991(XXVII) of 15 Decenter 1972 by which it 
established the Fund of the United Nations Environment Prograrme, 

Noting the statement by the Executive Director of the United Nations Envirotrmnt Programe 
concerning the current status of the Fund and his appeal for early contributions 

expressIng Its appreciation to the Governts which have so far contributed or 
pledged contributions, 

Appeals to Goverivnents to extend their continuing support to the Fund of the United Nations 
Environment Programme in order to make the Programme fully operational. 

2199th plepay meetinq 
13 Deceiter 1973 

22/ A,'9330 and Corr.l. p.  51. 
23/ Official Records of the General AssentiyLjwenty-eighth Session, Second Conmittee, 1563rd 

meetiT, paras. 2-15. 



GA/RES/3133(xxv!Ir). Protection of the marine enviroinent 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2995(XXVIII) and 2996(XXVII) of 15 December 1972, 

Recalling further its resolutions 3000(XXVII) and 3002(XXVII) of 15 December 1912, as 
well as its resolutions 2150 C(XXV) of 11 December 1970 and 3067(XXVIII) of 16 November 1913, 

Also recalflnq principle 1 of the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the 
Human Environment ?4/, held at Stockholm from 5 to 16 June 1912, 

Taking note of the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Progranine on the work of its first session 2_/, held from 12 to 22 June 1913, in which the 
subjects of oceans and genetic resources are among progrmie priorities, 

Noting the Convention of the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Duling of Wastes and other 
Matters, concluded on 29 Oecther 1912, and the recently concluded International Convention for 
the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1913, 

1'rnphasizes the need for protecting and conserving the total living resources of ocean 
space through concerted environmental action; 

Stresses that both national and international action is needed to preserve and enhance 
the quality of ocean life and to protect the resources of the marine environment; 

UnderlInes the fact that a number of the world's inortant living ocean resources are 
at present threatened by depletion for a variety of reasons, not the least of which is overfishing 
in certain areas of the world's seas and oceans; 

Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programne to consider 
and decide upon making a detailed survey of the living marine resources of the world's seas and 
oceans threatened with depletion, to be carried out by the United Nations Envirorwneflt Progranine in 
co-operation with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and to be submitted 
to the Governing Council at its third session; 

Further requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment ProgranTne 
to continue to direct special attention to the question of environmental protection of the seas 
and oceans, in particular its living marine resources and to report thereon, as well as on the 
iilementation of the present resolution, to the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth session; 

EmphasIzes the iuVortance of the task of the Third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea in relation to the preservation of the marine environment, taking into account 
reconeiendation 92 of the Action Plan for the Human Environment W as approved by the 
United Nations Conference on the Human Environment. 

2l99th plenar)t _meeti ng  
13 Decrber 1913 

- 24/ See Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.73.II.A.14), chap.I. 

25/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 25 
(A/9025) 

26/ See Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Envirorwnent (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.13.II.A.14), chap. II. 
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GA/RES/3326 (XXIX) Report of the Goirerning Council of the 
United Nations Environment Progre 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2849(XXVI) of 20 Decenter 1911 and 2994(XXVII), 2991(XXVI), 
3000(XXVII) and 3002(XXVII) of 15 December 1912, 

Bearing in mind its resolution 3201 (5-VI) of 1 May 1914, containing the Declaration on 
the Establislinent of a New International Economic Order, and its resolution 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 May 1914, containing the Progranme of Action on Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order, 

Reaffirming that both aspects of manes environment, the natural and the man-.made, are 
vital to his well-being and to the exercise of basic human rights, 

Further reaffirming that the protection, preservation and enhancement of the envirorwnent 
for present and future generations is the responsibility of all States, 

Conscious that pollution and the degradation and exhaustion of natural resources are 
essential problems of the environment, 

Concerned about the environmental inact of the irrational and wasteful exploitation and 
consiation of natural resources, particularly those of the developing countries, and about the 
fact that such exploitation and constmçtion represents a threat to these countries in the exercise 
of their permanent sovereignty over their natural resources, 

Convinced of the need for and urgency of attaining rational and optimal exploitation and 
consuption of natural resources, of avoiding their waste and controlling pollution, intensifying, 
to that end, international co-operation within the frenework of collective ecological security, 

Fully conscious of the iriortance and universality of environmental problems, including, 
Inter alla, those pertaining to under-development, inequity and social injustice, and of the 
fact that, in order to attain an urgent and effective solution to all such problems, national 
measures as well as measures of co-operation at the international level should be adopted, 

Reaffirming the interdisciplinary and intersectorat nature and approach of the 
United Nations Enviromnent Progranme, and recognizing the benefits that the inlementation of such 
an approach may provide for the solution of the problems of international co-operation on the 
environment that affect PImrer States, particularly developing countries, 

Taking note of the Cocoyoc Declaration ?Y, adopted by the Sitosium on Patterns of 
Resource Use, Envirorvnent and Development Strategies, held under the auspices of the 
United Nations Environment Progrnevne and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
at Cocoyoc, Mexico, from 8 to 12 October 1914, 

Having considered the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Envirorment 
Progrem,e on the work of its second session W and being convinced of the need to continue to 
strengthen the Progremie's activities and its co-ordinating functions, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Progreine on the work of its second session and of its adopted work 
prograinne; 

21/ A/C.2/292. 
281 Official Records of the General Assmthly, Twenty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/9625). 
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2. Requests the United Nations Environment Progranvne: 

To conduct its activities, in its field of competence, in line with the Declaration and 
the Programne of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order; 

To adopt measures for intensifying efforts to facilitate the participation of institutions 
of developing countries in the preparation, development and implementation of the activities of 
the United Nations Environment Progranme; 

3. 	Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progr1nne, taking 
fully into account the permanent sovereignty of States over their natural resources and on the 
basis of close co-operation and continuous consultations with all States: 

To ensure that, in the design, implementation and development of the Global Environment 
Monitoring System, on the basis of voluntary participation of Meeter States, its objective of 

tecting, with enough anticipation, impending changes whether man-made or natural, occurring in 
any part of the environment and threatening to cause significant damage to mans well-.being is  
fully taken into account, in order to provide Governments with a basis for iirmediate preventive 
action; 

To give attention, when considering the report on the International Referral System to be 
submitted to it by the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Progranvne, at its 
third session, to the needs especially of developing Countries for information needs on the 
environment and, in particular, to such needs of countries affected by problems of degradation and 
depletion of their natural resources with respect to which the timely exchange and provision of 
adequate information, through the International Referral System, would facilitate the adoption of 
measures for their solution; 

4. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Envirorinent Programe, in 
keeping with the goals and objectives of the Progranme 

To prepare a report on the environmental impact resulting from the irrational and wasteful 
use of natural resources, as reflected in the current methods and forms of production and 
consumption, and to present it to the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programne at its fourth session; 

To prepare the new formulation of the programne activities in the priority subject areas 
of trade, economics, technology and transfer of technology, which is to be submitted to the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Prograinne at its third session, by bringing 
these activities into line with the Declaration and the Progranvne of Action on the Establishment 
of a New International Economic Order, in its field of competence; 

To prepare, in consultation with other organizations of the United Nations system, a study 
to include recxmiendations for putting into practice, at the earliest possible time, the concept 
of ecodevelopment as a planning method enabling developing countries to achieve accelerated and 
self-sustained development, taking into account, inter alla, their economic, political, 
social, geographical, ecological and regional conditions, for submission to the Governing Council 
of the United Nations Environment Progranine at its fourth session; 

To draw the attention of Governments to the "catalytic role" of the United Nations 
Environment Prograinne approved by the Governing Council at its second session, L91  as an 
effective means for the Prograinne to provide adequate solutions, particularly in the short term, 

to problems affecting a country or group of countries of one region or of different regions, and 
to submit a report to the Governing Council at its fourth session on the problems with respect to 
which this role could be utilized, principally for the benefit of developing countries; 

29/ IbId., annex 1, decision 5(11) of 21 March 1974. 
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To accelerate consultations with the World Meteorological Organization and with jurists, 
scientists and other experts for the purpose of developing a set of general principles and 
operative guidelines on studies for man-induced weather modification and related environmental 
phenana, including their operational and research aspects, and to report to the Governing 
Council on the subject at its fourth session; 

To submit to the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progrrme, at its 
third session, a preliminary report on the legal aspects to which the organizations in the 
United Nations system have given attention, within the frrwork of their activities, and which 
may contribute to the identification, formulation and developnent of principles of international 
environmental law; 

To give equal priority in the inlementation and development of the Global Environment 
Monitoring System to those envirommntal parneters different from pollutants which will 
facilitate the solution or prevention of environmental problems that affect or may affect 
principally developing countries; 

To bring the International Referral System to the attention of Me,ter States as a means of 
enabling the Progrmie to effect the timely exchange and provision of information among 
themselves, or with the intergoverrwinta1 and private organizations, for the solution of 
environmental problems affecting them; 

Ci) To consult the Governments of developing countries regarding the problems and matters 
related to the environment on which they would be interested in receiving training and technical 
assistance, and to submit a report, with the replies received, to the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme at its fourth session, together with a sunmary of the 
experience achieved thus far in this area, in order to formulate a training and assistance 
programme based on the specific needs of that group of countries; 

S. Reaffirms the importance of co-ordination and active co-operation between the 
United Nations Environment Programme, the specialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency and other organizations of the United Nations system in their activities in order to ensure 
effective attention and action with regard to the environmental needs and problems of Meier 
States, especially developing countries, as requested by them. 

2321st plenary meeting 
16 Decerber 1914 

GA/RES/3436(XXX). Conventions and piotocols in the field of the enviroi'me1t 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Hwnan Environment 
adopted at Stockholm on 16 June 1912, which was intended, Inter alIa, to prumte 
international law in the field of the environment, 

Recalling with appreciation decisions 24(111) of 30 April 1915 and 35(111) of 
2 May 1915 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Prograirine I!! 

30/ Report of the United Nations Conference on the Htmnan Environment (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.13.II.A.14 and corrigendum), chap. 1. 

31/ See Official Records of the General Asseitly, Thirtieth Session, Suj]e ,nent No. 25 
(A/l0025), annex 1. 
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l'xpressthq the conviction that the development of adequate environmental law is an 
essential supporting measure for the inlementation of the policies, strategies and 
recumendations of the United Nations Environment Progravme, 

Noting with satisfaction that a n.xer of global and regional conventions and protocols 
in the field of the environment have been negotiated and adopted since the adoption of the 
fleclaration of the United Nations Conference on the Ntivian Environment, 

Concerned that the existing international conventions or protocols in the field of the 
environment have not yet received the wide acceptance and application they deserve, 

Cor,vthced of the need for further elaboration of conventions and protocols in the field of 
the environment, 

Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Envirotvnent Programme to take 
such measures as may be necessary for the realization of the objectives and the iilementation of 
the strategies relating to the progrine of the United Nations Environment Progranne in the field 
of national and international environmental law and, in particular, to take measures designed to 
provide technical assistance to developing countries, at their request, for the develoxnent of 
their national envirorvnental legislation; 

Urges all States entitled to become parties, as appropriate, to existing conventions 
and protocols in the field of environment to do so as soon as possible; 

Requests the depositaries of the conventions referred to above to inform the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Environment Progrrme periodically of the status of those 
convent ions; 

Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment ProgrTuT* to assist 
States, upon request, in preparing proposals for legislative or other measures necessary for their 
adherence to conventions in the field of environmental managenent; 

Further requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progrme 
to keep the General Assenthly informed annually of any new international convention concluded in 
the field of the envirorwiient and of any status of existing conventions, with particular reference 
to ratifications, accessions and entry into force, as well as of the intention to become parties 
to such conventions expressed by Governments during the year between sessions of the Council. 

2432nd plenary meeting 
9 Decrber 1975 

GA/RES/31/112. Institutional arrangnts for intermational 
envi rwntal co-operat ion 

The General Assemb7j, 

Recalling its resolution 2997(XXVII) of 15 Decenter 1912, particularly section IV thereof, 
in which it decided to review as appropriate, at the thrity-first session, the institutional 
arrangements for international envirorinental co-operation, 

Taking note of decision 18 (IV) of 14 April 1916 of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Progrime, 

- 32/ See Official Records of the General Assently, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 25 
(A/3125), annex 1. 
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Recalling that in its resolution 3362 (S-VU) of 16 Septener 1915 it established the Ad 
hoc Conunittee on the Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations 
System, 

I. Endorses the view of the Governing Council of the United Nations Enviromnt Progrime 
that the institutional arrangements for international environmental co-operation, as stipulated in 
General Assen'bly resolution 2991(XXYII), nunely, the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Environment Progremne, the Environment Secretariat, the Fund of the United Nations Environment 
Progrum* and the Environment Co-ordination Board, appear adequate and Sound; 

2. Endorses also the view expressed by the Governing Council in its decision 78 8 (IV) 
that, in any decision about the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the 
United Nations system, the following elements relating to the place of environmental 
considerations within the system should be observed, strengthened and given institutional 
VlSi bi ii ty: 

"The United Nations system should maintain, within a clearly identified institutional 
arrangement, focused on the essential catalytic and co-ordinating role in the field of the 
environment, the capacity: 

To take responsibility for environmental issues of a global nature; 

To provide guidance and leadership in international environmental affairs; 

To offer suitable fortins and facilities for treaty-making in the field of the 
environment at the global and regional levels; 

To identify, through the progrumiatic approach, emerging environmental problems and 
propose solutions; 

To manage a separate environment fund as an integral part of the progruilnatic process; 

To advocate and articulate the interdependence of environment and development; 

To respond to the environmental problems of both developed and developing countries; 

(h)To respond to the environmental problems of htinan settlnents, which are an integral 
part of the human environment;" 

3. Decides to maintain at this stage the present arrangements, without prejudice to any 
decision the General Asseobly might take as regards the restructuring of the economic and social 
sectors of the United Nations system. 

101st plenarj meeting 
16 Decber 1916 

GA/RESf32/185. Action progr 	In favour of developing Island co.mtries 

The General Asse,thly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3338(XX[X) of 11 Deceether 1914 and 3362 (S-VU) of 
16 Septenter 1915 dealing, inter alia, with efforts to meet the special problems of 
developing island countries, 
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Recallin' resolution 98(IV) of 31 May 1916 of United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, / in which a series of special measures and specific action, respectively, in 
favour of the least developed countries and in favour of the land-locked and island developing 
countries were recoumiended, 

Recalling also its resolution 31/156 of 21 Decther 1916, in which it called upon the 
Secretary-General to submit, through the Economic and Social Council, a progress report on the 
inplementation of specific action in favour of developing island countries, 

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 2126 (LXIII) of 4 August 1911, 
in which the Council recoimiended that the General Assently at its thirty-second session should 
give full consideration to the progress report of the Secretary-General with a view to the 
stimulation of further attention to the need for specific action in favour of developing island 
countries, 

Mindful that the particular inediments hering the economic development of many 
developing island countries, especially their difficulties in respect of transport and 
ccxmunications, their distance from market centres, the smallness of their economies and markets, 
their low resource endoiiumnt and their heavy dependence on a few coumodities for foreign exchange 
earnings, call for the continued attention of Goverivrents and of organizations in the 
United Nations system, 

Convinced that specific action in favour of developing island countries, supplementary to 
the general measures applicable to all developing countries, is required to meet these particular 
iied i ments, 

Takes note of the report of the Secretary--General on progress in the iirplementation 
of specific action in favour of developing island countries 4/ and welcomes the Initiation of 
the measures specified therein; 

Welcomes, in particular, the activities undertaken by the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development, including the establistmnt of a unit in its secretariat devoted to the 
problems of the least developed, land-locked and island developing Countries; 

Also welcomes the progress achieved by the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organiiation in its inlementation of the special technical assistance programe for developing 
island countries; 

Urges all organizations in the United Nations system to continue to identify and 
ioplement, within their respective spheres of conpetence, appropriate specific action in favour of 
developing island countries, in accordance with the reconnndations in resolution 98(W) of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, in particular those concerning the fields of 
transport and comminications, trade and conmercial policies, industrialization, tourism, the 
transfer of technology, marine and submarine resources development, the flow of external 
resources, environment protection and response to natural disasters; 

Fiirr.her urges the United Nations organizations concerned, in particular the 
United Nations Development Progranne and the regional comissions, to give attention to programies 
of regional and sub-regional co-operation in respect of developing island countries; 

Calls upin Goverrinents, in particular those of developed countries, to take fully 
into account, in their bilateral and regional development efforts and in relevant negotiations 
towards the attaimient of the objectives of the new international economic order, the special 
problems of developing island countries; 

33/ See Proceed i nqs of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Deveippment,  Fourth Session, 
vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nation5 publication, Sales No. E.16.1l.D.10 and corrigendum), 
part one, sect. A. 

34/ A/32/I26 and Add.). 
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Decides to keep under review all progress in the iirpleientation of the present 
resolution and requests the Secretary-General to submit for consideration of the General Assmly 
at its thirty-fourth session a sectoral analysis of action undertaken in favour of developing 
island countries and proposals for further consideration, taking into account the consideration of 
this question by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development at Its fifth session. 

107th plenary meeti ng  
19 Decer 1917 

GA/RES/33/86. Report of the OorMng Council of the 
tMlt.d Neftons Emirenowt Prom. 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programe on the work of its sixth session / and the statement of the Executive Director of 
the Progrmie introducing the report, 

Having also considered Economic and Social Council resolution 1918/62 of 3 August 1918 
concerning international co-operation on the environment, 

Noting with satisfaction the signing in Kuwait, on 23 April 1918, of the Final Act of 
the Kuwait Regional Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Protection and Development of the 
Marine Environment and the Coastal Areas, 

Having further considered the note by the Secretary-General on international 
conventions and protocols in the field of the environment, Y 

I. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme on the work of its sixth session and the decisions, as 
adopted, contained In annex I thereto; 

Welcomes the activities of the United Nations Environment Prograimie, in particular the 
decisions of the Governing Council relating to the establisheent of a system-wide, niedlimi-terin 
environment prograime based on thematic joint prograinning, the enphasis to be given to project and 
progremne evaluation and to the preparatory process for the consideration by the Acbninistrative 
Comeittee on co-ordination of matters concerning the environment and the iilementation of the 
Plan of Action to Contat Desertification, and the reporting thereon by the Mninistrative 
Ccxmuittee on Co-ordination to the Governing Council; 

Calls upon all bodies and organizations of the United Nations system involved in the 
elaboration of the new international development strategy to take environmental concerns into full 
account in view of the close interrelationship between envirorunent and deve1oxnent; 

Invites the executive heads, menters of the Adeinistrative Cormdttee on Co-ordination, 
to continue to consider after the merger of the Environment Co-ordination Board with the 
A&ninistrative Con,nittee on Co-ordination, environemntal matters at their level; 

35/ Official Records of the General Assmit1, Thirty-third  Session, Supplement No. 25 
(A/33/25) - 

36/ A/C.2/331SR.24, paras. 1-14. 
31/ A/33/134. 
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urges all Governments to contribute urgently and generously to the Fund of the 
United Nations Environment Prornne, bearing in mind paragraph 3 of the Governing Council 
decision €113 A of 24 May 1978, 	so as to meet the approved target; 

Requests the United Nations Environment Prograsiine to continue its catalytic and 
co-ordinating role in the field of the marine envirorwnent and ecological balance of regional seas 
and invites the Governments concerned to conclude, as appropriate, through co-operation among 
themselves and with the assistance of the United Nations Environment Progrime and regional 
coniinssions, conventions and other arrangements in order to promote the protection of the marine 
environment of regional seas; 

1. 	Tnvltes Menter States, as appropriate, to ratify and implement the international 
conventions and protocols designed to protect the environment in every respect and further urges 
Goverrnients to promote the conclusion of such conventions and protocols. 

85th ply "!!!!g 
15 Deceiver 1918 

GA/RES/34/183. Marine pollution 

The General Assembly, 

Mindful of the grave dangers posed to the marine environment by the shipping of oil and 
other dangerous substances, 

Mindful also of the effects of land-based pollution and the dtxing of waste on marine 
pollution, 

Recalling that the Enter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization has adopted a 
niither of comprehensive international conventions, reconinendations, traffic separations schemes 
and codes of practices specifically for the purpose of enhancing maritime safety, ensuring 
efficiency of navigation and protecting the marine environment, 

Recalling further the adoption during 1918 by the Inter-Governmental Maritime 
Consultative Organization of additional international instruments providing for comprehensive 
standards dealing with tanker safety and pollution prevention and also with training, 
certification and watch-keeping for seafarers, 

Taking into account the significant progress achieved at the Third United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea with regard to the protection and preservation of the marine 
environment, 

aearing in mind also the work done for many years by the International Labour 
Organization and by the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization concerning training 
and certification for seafarers, notably International labour Organisation Convention concerning 
Minimum Standards in Merchant Ships, 1916, / 

Reqrettthg that the various measures to ensure the safety of navigation by the observance 
of the existing international regulations are not applied stringently by all States parties to 
those instruments, 

38/ See Official Records of the General Assently, Thirty-third Session 1  Supplement No. 25 
(A/33/25), annex I. 

39/ International Labour Office, Official Bulletin, vol. LX, 1911, series A, No. 'I, Convention 
No. 141. 
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Considering that the conservation of the marine environment represents a basic objective 
for mankind, 

Urges that the conetent international institutions and organizations, in particular 

the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization, expedite and intensity their activities 
relating to the prevention of pollution and the determination of responsibilities in this matter 

in accordance with the work already done on these questions by the Third United Nations Conference 

on the Law of the Sea; 

Calls upon States parties to the International Convention for the Prevention of 

Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 1954 	to discharge fully their obligations under the Convention 
and, in particular, those contained in article VI of that Convention; 

Urges all States which have not already done so to exanine the possibility of ratifying 
at the earliest opportunity the international conventions and protocols designed to ensure better 

protection of the marine envirorvnent, to inrove the safety of navigation and to guarantee the 

training of ccmçetence of crews; 

Urges all States to co-operate in order to inlement material measures for the 

effective coIating of marine pollution, without prejudice to the results of the Third 
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea with regard to marine pollution; 

Requests the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization and the Governing 
Counci1 of the United Nations Environment Progravme to continue to consider the problems relating 

to marine pollution and to report thereon to the General Assently at its thirty-sixth session 
through the Economic and Social Council. 

lOith ple!iary  meeting 
18 Decenter 1919 

GA/RES/35/74. Int.iiational -uieret1on in the field 
of the environment 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Progremne on the work of its eighth session 	and the proposals of the high-level group of 
experts on the interrelationships between population, resources, environment and development, 
annexed thereto, 

Taking into account the note by the Secretary-General on international conventions and 
protocols in the field of the environment, 42/ 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/49 of 23 July 1980 concerning 
international co-operation in the field of the environment, 

Endorsing that resolution in which the Economic and Social Council reaffirmed that 
environmental considerations should be viewed in the context of national plans and priorities and 

the development objectives of all countries, in particular the developing countries, 

40/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 321, No. 4114, p. 4. 

4j./ Official Records of the General Assently, Thirty-fifth Session, Supplement No.25 
(A/35/25). 

/ A/35/359. 
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Having in mind the importance which the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade attaches to an ecologically sustainable development process, 43/ 

Takes note of the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programie on the work of its eighth session -and of the decisions contained therein; 

Takes note with appreciation of the efforts and progress made in the development 
of a broad System-Wide Medium-Term Environment Progrmie and a Perspective Document; 

Requests all appropriate organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system 
to continue to co-operate with the United Nations Environment Programie in the preparation of the 
System-Wide Medium-Term Environment Progranne and the Perspective Document; 

Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment ProgrTIne to take 
into consideration in its prograimie activities the provisions of the International Development 
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade and, through its co-ordinating and 
catalytic role, to continue to promete the concept of sustainable ecological development, in 
particular through the prciction and further elaboration of ways and means for the integration of 
environmental concerns in development progriines and projects; 

Endorses the reco,jinendations of the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Environment Progranme on the work of the United Nations system on the interrelationships between 
resources, environment, people and development, as they appear in the annex to its report on the 
work of its eighth session, as well as those put forward by the Ecornxnic and Social Council in its 
resolution 1980/49, and requests the Secretary-General to take the requisite steps for their 
implementation; 

Stresses the importance of the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources 
of Energy, to be held in 1981, and calls upon the United Nations Environment Programme to 
contribute actively to and participate in preparatory work for the Conference; 

1. Welcomes the growing co-operation between the United Nations Environment Progrrine and 
the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) and urges them to intensify that 
co-operation through, inter aHa, joint meetings of their bureaux with Executive Directors of 
both organizations on an annual basis; 

8. Also welcomos the decision of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Progrmie to convene, prior to its tenth session, an ad hoc meeting of governmental experts in 
environmental law, welcomes the offer by the Government of Uruguay to serve as host for the 
meeting and urges Governments and the Governing Council to take all the necessary measures for the 

preparation of that meeting, including the provision of adequate consultancy; 

9 	Further welcons the launching, in March 1980 of the World Conservation Strategy and 
urges all Governments and international organizations, as well as organs, organizations and bodies 
of the United Nations system, to take into account in developing their policies and progranmes; 

10. Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progranne to take the 
necessary measures, in particular within the context of the systmn.-wide medium-term environment 
progrannie, to safeguard, inter alla, the efficient use of the Fund of the United Nations 
Enviroriint Progranine and the stimulating, co-ordinating and catalytic role played by the 
United Nations Environment Programne in reviewing the financial support to ongoing activities and 
through its careful and selective policy with respect to new coornitments for a balanced progranne; 

43/ See resolution 35/56, annex, para. 41 

M/ 	 the General Assel 	Thirty-fifthSession, Supplement No. 25 
(A135/25), paras. ill and 112. 
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Strongly appeals to all contributing Governments to make every effort to pledge, 
in 1980, substantial increases in their contributions for 1981 and to those Governments that have 
not yet contributed to the Fund of the United Nations Environment Programue to pledge to do so 
in 1980, in order that the agreed target for the period 1978-1981 may be reached; 

invites Governments to consider proposals whereby additional contributions to the Fund 
of the United Nations Environment Programie would be used for measures dealing with serious 
environmental problems in developing countries, taking into account the relevant provisions of 
General Assthly resolution 34/188 of 18 Decenther 1979, and requests the Governing Council of the 
Progrmie to report thereon to the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session 
of 1981; 

Decides to convene, in 1982, a session of a special character of the Governing Council 
of the United Nations Environment Prograimie, open to all States, to colmemorate the tenth 
anniversary of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, held at Stockholm from 5 to 
16 June 1972, at the sane place and inmediately prior to the tenth regular session of the 
Governing Council, and invites Governments to be represented at that session at a high political 
level; 

Decides that at the session of a special character the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Progranne should review the major achievenents in the iilementation of 
the Action Plan for the Human Environment, adopted at Stockholm, 	and make reconinendations 
with respect to the major environmental trends to be addressed by the Prograirune over the 
forthcoming ten years; 

Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Prograimie to proceed, 
in consultation with Goverrmients, with the preparation of the above-mentioned session and to 
present to the Governing Council, at its ninth session, a conprehensive report on all matters 
relevant to the organization, agenda and financial inplications of the session, including 
proposals as to the dates and venue of the two sessions. 

83rd plenary meeting 
5 December 1980 

GA/RES/36/192. International co-operation in the field of 
the enviroeet 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Prograiime on the work of its ninth session, 4/ in particular annex II thereto, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolutions 1981/51 of 22 July 1981 and 1981/73 
of 24 July 1981 concerning, respectively, the interrelationships between resources, environment, 
people and development, and international co-operation in the field of the environment, 

Taking into consideration the note by the Secretary-General on international 
conventions and protocols in the field of the environment, Y 

45/ See Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, 
5-16 June 1912 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.13 11.A.14 and corrigendum), chap. II. 

46/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/36/25 
and Corr.l). 

41/ A/36/142. 
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Bdrng in mind the importance which the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade 91  attaches to an ecologically sustainable development 
process and the need for further international co-operation in the field of the environment, and 
taking into account the fact that environmental considerations should be viewed in the context of 
national plans and priorities and development objectives of all countries, in particular the 
developing countries, 

Welcoming the convening of an ad hoc Meeting of Senior Government Officials Expert in 
Environmental Law at Montevideo from 28 October to 6 Noventer 1981, 

Stressing the need for additional resources to be made available to the Fund of the 
United Nations Environment Progrvme For the developing countries to deal with their most serious 
environmental problems, such as soil degradation and deforestation, which are examples of very 
severe deterioration of natural resources calling for particular attention, 

Recognizing 	that 	environmental 	deficiencies 	generated by the conditions 	of 
underdeveloixnent pose grave problems and can best be remedied by accelerated development through 
the transfer of substantial quantities of financial and technical assistance as a supplement to 
the domestic effort of the developing countries and such timely assistance as may be required. 

1. Takes note of the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Prograalne, as adopted, on the work of its ninth session and the decisions adopted by the Governing 
Council at that session; 491  

Takes note also of the efforts of the United Nations Environment Progrnme with 
regard to the implementation of the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade, as reflected in its medium-term plan for 1982-1983 and in the 
objectives of the System-Wide Medium-Term Environment Programe for 1984-1989, as endorsed by the 
Governing Council; 

Requests organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to take into 
account the view of the Adoinistrative Camiittee on Co-ordination that the dociinent on the 
System-Wide Medium-Term Environment ProgralTine 	should be seen not only as of use to the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment ProgralTine but also as of basic interest to 
their governing bodies, to the extent that they deem appropriate and to the extent relevant to 
their particular mandates, and expresses its appreciation for the continued efforts made by the 
United Nations Environment Progralmie, in co-operation with the entire United Nations system, in 
the development of the System-Wide Medium-Term Environment Prograimie; 

Calls upon the United Nations Environment Prograimie to continue to play its role 
fully in the implementation of the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade and stresses the need for all Governments and bodies of the United Nations 
system to take environmental considerations fully into account when participating in negotiations 
and conferences organized by the United Nations on subjects other than the environment; 

Welcomes the recamnendations of the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Environment Progranine, as contained in section U of its decision 9/1 of 26 May 1981, as well as 
those made by the Economic and Social Council, in its resolutions 1981/51 and 1981/13 concerning 
the system-wide prograimie of work on the interrelationships between resources, environment, people 
and development and the important role which the United Nations Environment Progranine should 
assume in this regard consistent with its mandate, and requests the Director-General for 
Development and International Economic Co-operation to take the requisite steps for their 
impi enientati on; 

48/ Resolution 35/56, annex. 
491 Official Records of the General Asseily 1  Thirty-sixth Session 1  Supplement No. 25 (P.136/25 

and Corr.1), annex 1. 
50/ See UNEP/GC.9/1. 
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Stresses the importance it attaches to the development of the Envirorwnta1 
Perspective to the year 2000 and beyond and invites the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Envirorinent Progranine, at its session of a special character and at its tenth session, to make 
recomuendations as may be appropriate; 

ReaffIrms the catalytic mandate and role of the United Nations Environment 
Prograiine, ]/ recognizes the desirability of mobilizing voluntary resources for meeting the 
most serious environmental problems of developing countries, welcomes the consultations being 
undertaken by the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Progranme on possible means 
of providing additional resources for developing countries, and notes that the Economic and Social 
Council has agreed to consider at its second regular session of 1982 the report of the Governing 
Council on this subject, as requested in paragraph 12 of General Assmthly resolution 35/74 of 
S Decenter 1980; 

Welcomes the stress placed by the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable 
Sources of Energy on the environmental effects of production and use of various renewable sources 
of energy and calls upon the United Nations Environment Progranme to play an active role in the 
in1ementation of the Nairobi Prograirne of Action for the Development and Utilization of New and 
Renewable Sources of Energy, L21  as regards the relationship between new and renewable sources 
of energy and the environment; 

Also welcomes the growing co-operation between the United Nations Environment 
Progranine and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlmnents (Habitat); 

Takes note of the rport of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Progrannie on marine pollution; 53/ 

Takes note also of the report of the Inter-Governmental Naritime Consultative 
Organization on marine pollution; Y 

Expresses its appreciation to the Governments that continue to contribute generously 
to the Fund of the United Nations Environment Progranine; 

Appeals to all Governments to increase substantially their contributions to the Fund 
of the United Nations Environment Progra,me and to make, before the end of 1981, firm pledges of 
contributions to the Fund for the period 1982-1983, taking into account decision 9/23 of 
26 May 1991 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progrme, as adopted; 

ReIterates its appeal to the Governments that have not yet contributed to the Fund of 
the United Nations Environment Progranune to do so before the end of 1981 and to those Governinents 
still contributing 	anounts below their means to increase their contributions for the 
period 1982-1983. 

103rd plenary meeting 
11 Decenter 1981 

51/ See resolution 2997(XXVII) and 3326(XXIX). 
52/ Report of the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy, Nairobi, 

10-21 August 1981 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 81.1.24). chap I, sect. A. 
53/ A/36/452, annex. 
54/ See A/36/233. 
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GA/RES/31/2I1. International co-operation in the field of 
the enviromint 

The General Assembly, 

Ilavirig considered the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 

Progranme on its tenth session, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/56 of 29 July 1982 on 

international co-operation on the environment, 

Taking Into account the note by the Secretary-General on international conventions and 

protocols in the field of the envirormnt, L61  

Recalling its resolution 36/192 of 11 December 1981, in which it reaffirmed the catalytic 
mandate and role of the United Nations Environment Progranne and stressed the need for additional 
resources to be made available to the Fund of the United Nations Environment ProgriIne so that the 

developing countries may deal with their most serious environmental problems, such as soil 

degradation and deforestation, which are exarles of very severe deterioration of natural 

resources calling for particular attention, 

Bearing in mind the inportance that the International Development Strategy for the Third 

United Nations Development Decade attaches to an ecologically sustainable development process and 

the need for further international co-operation in the field of environment, --" and taking into 

account the fact that environment considerations should be viewed in the context of national plans 
and priorities and development objectives of both developing and developed countries, 

Takes note of the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 

Programne on its tenth session and the decisions contained therein, 

Welcomes Governing Council decision 10/13 of 31 May 1982 by which the Council approved 
the structure and objectives of the system-wide medium-term environment programne and took note of 

its general content, appealed to Governments to continue to give support to the development and 

ipplementation of the progranme to take the necessary decisions in that regard in the appropriate 

governing bodies of the organizations of the United Nations system, and urged other organizations 

of the United Nations system to continue their close co-operation with the United Nations 

Environment Progr&ene in the further refinement and inlementation of the system-.wide programne; 

Welcomes also Governing Council decision 10/4 of 31 May 1982, in which the Council, 

inter alia, requested the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Prograirme to 

identify areas for co-operation among developing countries in the field of the environment, and 

also to identify expertise and institutions in developing countries capable of fostering that 

co-operation, as well as developing activities for horizontal co-operation based on such 

identification; 

55/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session, SupplementNo. 25 

(A/31/25), part two. 
6/ A/31/394. 

51/ See resolution 35/56, annex, para. 41. 

58/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session Supplement P10. 25 

(A/31/25), part two, annex. 



-58- 

Welcomes further Governing Council decisions 10/6 of 31 May 1982, concerning ways 
and means of enabling the United Nations Envirormient Programme to assist developing countries in 
addressing their serious environmental problems, and 10/26 of 31 May 1982, concerning the 
provision of a mechanism within the existing structure of the United Nations Environment Progreme 
for assisting developing countries in dealing with their serious environmental problems using 
voluntary resources additional to those available to the Fund of the United Nations Environt 
Programne, inter alia, through counterpart contributions, urges Governments in a position to 
do so to provide assistance to that mechanism and expresses the hope that measures to be taken 
pursuant to those decisions will contribute to the effective loplementation of the provisions of 
General Assently resolution 36/192 and, in general, those of the International Development 
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade with respect to ecologically sustainable 
development; 

Welcomes the adoption by the Governing Council, in its decision 10/21 of 31 May 1982, 
of the progrmne for the develoxnent and periodic review of environmental law 	and the 
measures to be taken for the early effective implementation of that progrwme; 

Takes note of Governing Council decision 10/14 of 31 May 1982 on progra,!rne matters, 
comprising seven specific sections, and in this context: 

Takes note of the progress report on co-operation in the field of the environment 
concerning natural resources shared by two or more States, §Q' reiterates the terms of its 
resolution 34/186 of 18 Decenter 1919 as a whole, and requests the Governing Council to submit a 
further progress report on its implementation to the Assently at its fortieth session; 

Takes note of the conclusions of the study of the legal aspects concerning the 
environment related to offshore mining and drilling within the limits of national jurisdiction, 

made by the Working Group of Experts on Environmental Law, L and of the views of the 
Governments thereon, 1  recamiends that Governments should consider the guidelines contained in 
the conclusions when formulating national legislation or undertaking negotiations for the 
conclusion of international agreements for the prevention of pollution of the marine enviromnt 
caused by offshore mining and drilling within the limits of national jurisdiction, and requests 
the Governing Council to submit to the General Assembly at its fortieth session a progress report 
on the use made of those conclusions; 

Takes note of the endorsement by the Governing Council, in section HE of its 
decision 10/14, of the World Soils Policy, LY and invites Governments, organizations of the 
United Nations system and other appropriate international organizations to take into account the 
objectives of the World Soils Policy in formulating relevant national policies and programnes of 
work; 

Takes note of the action agreed by the Governing Council, in section I of its 
decision 10/14, on the future work with regard to the potential socio-econamic impact of increased 
carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere; 

1. also takes note of Governing Council decision 10/20 of 31 May 1982 on expansion and 
implementation of the regional seas progrm'ie; 

8. Farther takes note of Governing Council decision 10/1 of 28 May 1982 on the impac:t 
of apartheid on the environment aimed at pranoting public awareness of the plight of the 
victims of apartheid; 

59/ See UNEP/GC.10/5/Add.2 and Corr.l and 2. 
60/ A/31/396 and Corr.l, annex. 
61/ See UNEP/GC.9/5/Add.5, annex Hr. 
62/ See UNEP/GC.10/5, annex 1. 
63/ See UNEP/GC.10/5/Add.4, annex HZ. 
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!-'xpresses the view that arrangements for the regional presence of the 
Unted Nations Environment Programne should take fully into account the specific situations and 
needs of the various regions, in accordance with Governing Council decision 1012 of 31 May 1982 on 
the regional presence of the Prograirine; 

expresses its appreciation to Governments that have contributed to the Fund of 
the United Nations Environment Progrvne, particularly those that have maintained or increased the 
real value of their contributions; 

expresses .1 ts concern over the count i nued decline, in real terms, of the resources 
available to the Fund of the United Nations Environment Progranne and the increasing trend towards 
late payment of pledged contributions 1  reiterates its appeal to Governments to increase their 
contributions to the Fund and appeals to all Governments that have not yet pledged contributions 
to the Fund for the years 1982 and 1983 to do so as soon as possible. 

113th plenary meeting 
20 Decenter 1982 

GA/RES/31/219. Session of a special character of the Governing Council 
of the United Nations Environment Progr 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 35/74 of 5 Decent*r 1980 and 36/189 of 11 Decenter 1981, in which 
it decided to convene a session of a special character of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Progrannie at Nairobi from 10 to 18 May 1982 to conmeinorate the tenth 
anniversary of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environent, held at Stockholm from S to 
16 June 1912, and having considered the report of the Governing Council on its session of a 
special character, 64/ 

Reaffirming its resolution 2997(XXVIU of 15 Decenter 1912, in which it declared itself 
convinced of the need for pront and effective inVlementation by Governments and the international 
connuunity of measures designed to safeguard and enhance the environment for the benefit of present 
and future generations of man, 

Taking into account the need to strengthen international co-operation in the field of 
the environment, particularly to deal with the most serious environmental problems of developing 
countries, in line with the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade, 65/ 

Convinced that the principles of the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the 
Huinan Environment ? are as valid today as they were in 1972 and, together with the Nairobi 
Declaration adopted at the session of a special character, 1/ provide basic guidance for 
effective and sustained progress in the protection and enhancement of the environment, 

64/ Official Records Of the General Assently. Thirty-seventh Session. SuoDlemant No. 25 
(A/31/25), part one. 

651 Resolution 35/56, annex. 
66/ Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, 5-16 June 1912 

(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.11.A.14 and Corr.1), chap. I. 
61/ Official Records of the General Assently. Thirty-seventh Session. Sunolement No. 25 

(A/31/25), part one, annex II. 



1. Takes note With sat:IsfactIon of the report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Progrmine on its session of a special character, 68/ 

2. Expresses its appreciation of the positive manner in which Governments responded 
to its invitation to participate in the session at the highest political level; 

3. RecognIzes that the session of a special character represented a unique opportunity 
for Govermnent to re-erhasize their continued comnitnient and support to the cause of the 
environment and the United Nations Environment Programie; 

4. 	Endorses the Nairobi Declaration, " in which the world convilunity, Inter alia, 
reaffirmed its cannitment to the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment 	and the Action Plan for the Human Environment L"  adopted at Stockholm, as 
well as its support for strengthening the United Nations Environment Progrmie as the major 
catalytic instrument for global environmental co-operation, and urged all Governments and peoples 
of the world to discharge their historical responsibility to ensure that the planet Earth is 
passed over to future generations in a condition that guarantees a life in human dignity for all; 

5. Further endorses 

The assessment by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progrmmie at its 
session of a special character of the major achievements and failures in the inlementation of the 
Action Plan for the Human Environment and its conclusions that fair to good progress had been made 
in implementing some of the elements of the Action Plan while, in respect of other elements, the 
record had been very modest; 

The identification at the above-mentioned session of: 

Ci) The perceptions of environmental issues that had evolved over the past decade; 

(ii) The major environmental trends, potential problems and priorities for action by the 
United Nations system, during the period 1982-1992, co-ordinated by the 
United Nations Envirorinent Prograivne in accordance with its catalytic mandate and 
role; 

The basic orientation of the United Nations Environment Progremne for 1982-1992, as 
reccninended by the Governing Council at the above-mentioned session; 

Cd) The conclusions reached at the above-mentioned session with respect to the institutional 
arrangements for the United Nations Environment Progrmue; 

6. Invites all Governments, intergovernmental bodies and non-governmental organizations 
to ensure that the priorities for action, agreed upon by the Governing Council at its session of a 
special character in section III of its resolution 1, 	are accorded high priority within 
their respective progrmmies at both the national and regional levels; 

68/ IbId., part one. 
69/ Ibid., part one, annex H. 
10/ Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, 5-16 June 1912 

(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.Il.A.14 and Corr.1), chap. I. 
11/ Ibid., chap. 11. 
12/ See Official Records of the General Asseobly, Thirty-seventh Session. Supplement No. 25 

(A/31/25), part one, annex I. 
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7. Also invites the governing bodies of the relevant organizations of the United Nations 
system to integrate the major environmental trends over the next ten years effectively in their 
action plans and, on the basis of those trends, in close co-operation with the United Nations 
Environment Progrvvne, to draw up appropriate measures for envirormiental protection, particularly 
in developing countries, with due regard to available resources; 

8. Reiterates the importance it attaches to the develormnt of the Envirorvnental 
Perspective to the year 2000 and beyond, and requests the Governing Council at its eleventh 
session to make, on the basis of a report by the Executive Director, concrete recamendations to 
the General Assently at its thirty-eighth session, through the Economic and Social Council at its 
second regular session of 1983, on the modalities for preparing the Environmental Perspective; 

Supports the view expressed at the session of a special character that the human 
environment would greatly benefit from an international atmosphere of peace and security, free 
from the threat of any war; 

Emphasizes that the implementation of the priorities for action reconvnended by the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Prograirme at its session of a special 
character requires adequate financial resources and, in view of this, appeals to all Governments, 
particularly of developed countries, to respond positively and increase their contribution to the 
Fund of the United Nations Environment Progranme. 

113th plenary meeting 
20 Decenter 1982 

GA/RES/38/161. Process of preparation of the Environmental 
Perspective to the Year 2000 and Byond 

The General Assembl,i, 

Recalling the importance it has attached at previous sessions to the development of the 
Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond, 

Recalling also its request to the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programie at its eleventh session to make concrete reconmendations to the General Assently at its 
thirty-eighth session, through the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session 
of 1983, on the modalities for preparing the Environmental Perspective, ! 

I. Notes with satisfaction decsion 11/3 of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Prograimie on the process of preparation of the Environmental 
Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond, adopted on 23 May 1983; L!! 

2. Welcomes the desire of the Governing Council to develop the Environmental Perspective 
and transmit it to the General Assertly for adoption, benefiting in carrying out that function 
from its consideration of the relevant proposals made by a special coninission; 

13/ Resolution 37/219. 
14/ See Official Records of the General Assently, Thirty-eiqhth Session, Supplement No. 25 

(A/38/25), annex. 
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3. Approves the decision of the Governing Council to establish 1  in order to assist it in 
fulfilling its mandate in regard to the Enviromntal Perspective and to report to it in that 
respect, an intergovernmental inter-sessional preparatory conmittee to articulate to the special 
cninission at an early stage in its work the Governing Council's expectations regarding the 
matters which it hopes will, inter alla, receive consideration by the canmission and, in this 
connection: 

Notes that the conmission, at a preliminary stage in the formulation of its conclusion on 
matters within the mandate and purview of the United Nations Environment Progr.uue, should make 
them known to the comnittee with a view to giving consideration to any views of the cittee 
thereon; 

Notes from paragraph 41 of the report of the Governing Council on its eleventh 
session Thi that the cost of the intergovernmental inter-sessional preparatory coimiittee will 
not result in any net increase in the regular budget of the United Nations. 

4. Also welcomes the intention of a nunter of Governments to support the preparation of 
the Environmental Perspective by facilitating the establishment of the special comnission, throui 
the provision of voluntary contributions for its financing; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Envirormnt Progrnmne and with Governments, and after such other appropriate 
consultations as they deem necessary, to appoint the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the special 
conmission, who will subsequently select the menters of that conunission and accordingly establish 
the special coiimission, which should co-operate closely with the intergovernmental inter-sessional 
preparatory coninittee; the Chairman and Vice-Chairman should have experience of policy-making at 
the highest level, demonstrated interest in environmental and developmental issues and the 
capacity to attract attention to the work of the coninission, and should represent both developed 
and developing countries; 

6. Expresses its view that the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, in selecting the 
menters of the special camtission, should take fully into account the need for appropriate 
geographical distribution and regional balance in meirbership and the ilTortance of ensuring that 
at least half of the menters of the conmission are from the developing countries, as well as the 
need to consult as appropriate with representatives of Governments, intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, industry, the scientific comnunity and others concerned with the 
environment; 

1. Requests the Executive Director to establish an interim special account under the 
financial regulations of the United Nations to which voluntary contributions would be credited and 
from which disbursements would be made for the purposes of the establishment of the special 
conmission, custody over and responsibility for the account to be transferred to that carmission, 
in accordance with its procedures, upon its establishment; 

S. Suggests that the special camnission, when established, should focus mainly on the 
following terms of reference for its work: 

To propose long-term environmental strategies for achieving sustainable development to the 
year 2000 and beyond; 

To recamiend ways in which concern for the environment may be translated into greater 
co-operation emong developing countries and between countries at different stages of economic and 
social development and lead to the achievement of coninon and mutually supportive objectives, which 
take account of the interrelationships between people, resources, environment and development; 

To consider ways and means by which the international coimiinity can deal more effectively 
with environmental concerns, in the light of the other reconinendations in its report; 

15/ Ibid., Supplement No. 25 (A/31/25). 
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(d) To help to define shared perceptions of long-tern environmental issues and of the 
appropriate efforts needed to deal successfully with the problems of protecting and enhancing the 
envirorwnent, a long-tern agenda for action during the coming decades, and aspirational goals for 

the world cotmiunity, taking into account the relevant resolutions of the session of a special 

character of the Governing Council in 1982; 

9. 	Further suqgests that, in fulfilling its tenns of reference, the special coInission 
should: 

Maintain an exchange of views with the scientific co,miinity, environmentalists and all 
other sections of public opinion, particularly youth, concerned with the environment, and those 
concerned with the relationship between development and environment; 

Receive the views of Governments, principally through the Governing Council and its 
intergovernmental inter-sessional preparatory comnittee, and through contacts with national 
leaders, opinion makers and concerned international figures; 

Maintain 'links with other intergovernmental bodies within and outside the United Nations 
system, while, however, using the Aninistrative Coninittee on Co-ordination and the designated 
officials for environmental matters as the channels of catinunication with the United Nations 
system; the willingness of the A&ninistrative Conmittee on Co-ordination to assist should be 

coimiunicated to the coiunission; 

Take account of the scope of environmental issues as defined by the United Nations 

system-wide meditin-term environment progriine 	and as reflected in the efforts of the 
United Nations system, including the United Nations Environment Programme, in the field of the 
envi ronment; 

Make full use of relevant existing reports and material; 

10. Considers that the special coninission should make available a report on environment 
and the global problematique to the year 2000 and beyond, including proposed strategies for 
sustainable development, within a period of two years from its establisinent; 

li. Decides that, on matters within the mandate and purview of the United Nations 
Environment Programme, the report of the special coimiission should in the first instance be 
considered by the Governing Council of the Programme, for transmission to the General Assefly 
together with its comments and for use as basic material in the preparation, for adoption by the 
Assently, of the Environmental Perspective; 

Further decides that, on those matters which are under consideration or review by 
the General Assently itself, the Assently will consider the relevant aspects of the report of the 
special commission; 

Recognizes that the special commission may in addition address its report, after 
consideration by the Governing Council or the intergovernmental inter-sessional preparatory 
committee, to other forums, intergovernmental and non-governmental, or to Governments, individuals 
and the general public, as it sees fit, it being understood that the report of the commission will 

not be binding on Governments. 

102nd plenary meeting 
19 Decther 1983 

76/ Ibid., Thirty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/31/25), part one, annex I. 
11/ UNEP/GC.10/1 and Corr.l. 
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GA/RES/38/165. International co-operation in the field 
of the enviroiument 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 

Progrmne on the work of its eleventh session, 
n-" 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council decision 1983/168 of 25 July 1983 on 

international co-operation on the environment, 

Noting also the report of the Executive Director of the United Nations EnvirOflt 

Progrmne on international conventions and protocols in the field of the envrinent, MY  
together with the sixth supplement to the register of such conventions and protocols, - 

Bearing In mind the involvement of all countries in the protection of the environment 
with a view to enhancing the quality of life for future generations, 

Aware that the continuing increase in the production, stockpiling and risk of use of weapons 
of mess destruction and the development of new types of weapons not only pose a major threat to 

the environment and even to life on Earth, but also ccmete for limited resources that could be 

better used for constructive purposes, including development, 

Reaffirming the need to strengthen international co-operation in the field of the 
environment, particularly in order to deal with the most serious environmental problens of the 
developing countries in line with the International Development Strategy for the Third 

United Nations Development Decade, 

Bearing in mind the interrelationships between peop1e, resources, environment and 

development and convinced of the inportance of assessing those interrelationships as they relate 

to international co-operation for development. 

Recalling the catalytic mandate and role of the United Nations Environment Progriune with 

regard to international co-operation in the field of the environment, especially with regard to 
integrating environmental considerations into the development process, 

Takes note of the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Progr.nne on the work of its eleventh session and the decision contained therein; L21  

Welcomes section II of Governing Council decision 11/1 of 24 May 1983, in which it 

decided. inter alia, that the topic to be considered in the 1984 report on the state of the 

environment would be "The environment in the dialogue between and among developed and developing 

countries"; 

Takes note of sections V and VI of Governing Council decision 11/1, which relate to 

the convening of an international conference on world industry and enviromintal management and a 
parlienentary conference on the environment; 

78/ Official Records of the General Asseu1y, Thirty-eighth Session, Suppint No. 25 

(A/38/25). 

19/ A/38/305, annex I. 
80/ Ibid. annex II. 
81/ Resolution 35/56, annex, paras. 156-158. 
82/ Official Records of the General Assly. Thirty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 25 

(A/38/25), annex. 
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Takes note with appreciation of Governing Council decision 11/2 of 23 May 1983 on 
the periodicity and duration of Governing Council sessions and endorses the decision that there 
shall be no session of the Governing Council in 1986, on an experimental basis, and that in 1987 
the Governing Council shall decide finally on either of the two options for the periodicity of its 
sessions in the light of the experience gained in the previous years; 

Also takes note of the Governing Council decision 'Il/S of 23 May 1983 on the impacts 
of apartheid on the environment, directed at promoting public awareness of the plight of the 
victims of apartheid; 

Welcomes part one of Governing Council decision 11/1 of 24 May 1983, by which the 
Council, while setting priorities for its implementation, approved the progranine budget for the 
first biennium of the system-wide medium-term environment progrannie, 1984-1985, as an overall 
framework for activities of the United Nations Environment Prograimie during that period, and 
invites Governments participating in relevant governing bodies of specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system to endeavour to take the provisions of the system-wide 
medium-term environment progranine fully into account in their consideration of related issues, so 
as to achieve the full implementation of the system-wide progrwrnie; 

Welcomes the importance attached by the Governing Council to regional approaches 
and progranmes in the field of international environment co-operation, as reflected in its 
decisions 11(1, 11/8 and 11/9 of 24 May 1983; 

Welcomes section VIII of Governing Council decision 11/1, in which the Council decided 
to devote two days 1  during its twelfth session, to a detailed assessment of the implementation of 

the Plan of Action to Caitat Desertification, 	d' which will include a thorough analysis of the 
state of implementation of the principal components of the Plan, the lessons learned and the 
priorities for future action; 

Decides to expand the mandate of the Consultative Group for Desertification Control 
to include information exchange on anti-desertification policies and prograimnes of its 

participants, in addition to its basic mandate as set Out in General Assantly resolution 32/172 
of 19 Decener 1971; 

Welcomes the progresss made in the implementation of the Montevideo Programne for the 
Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law MI'  and appeals to Goverrinents to 
participate actively in the Prograimie and provide adequate financial resources or facilities in 
order to achieve its full and timely implementation; 

Reaffirms the need for strengthening the co-ordinating role of the United Nations 
Environment Progranuie and the need for additional resources to assist developing countries in 
dealing with serious environmental problems, and urges the Executive Director of the Progranine, in 
consultation with Governments and international organizations concerned, to accelerate and 
intensify his efforts in this field; 

Urges the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Progranme to facilitate 
the provision of expert assistance to and among developing countries, at their request, in the 
preparation, monitoring and evaluation of priority environmental progranines and projects, 
including the application of environmental impact assessment, and in promoting and increasing the 
exchange of information and experience with respect to the integration of environmental 
considerations into development activities; 

83/ 	pprt__of the United Nations Conference on Desertification, Nairobi, 29 August - 
9 Septener 1911 (A/CONF.14/36), chap. I. 

84/ IJNEP/GC.10/5/Add.2 and Corr.l and 2, annex, chap. II. 
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Expresses its appreciation to Goverrnents that have contributed to the Fund of 
the United Nations Envirorvnent Programie, particularly to those that have done so far the first 
time in 1982 and 1983 and those that have increased their contributions for those years, and also 
to those countries which have changed their yearly pament procedures in order to make their 
contributions available as early as possible; 

Notes with deep concern, however, that very meagre pledges to the Fund so far 
received from Goverrments and strongly appeals to all Goverrunents to pledge their contributions as 
soon as possible for 1984, and where possible for 1985, preferably before the end of 1983. 

102nd plenary meeti na  
19 Decmit*r 1983 

GA/RES/41/11. Zone of peace and co-operation of the Sneth Attmitic 

The General Assembly, 

Conscious of the determination of the peoples of the States of the South Atlantic region to 
preserve their independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity and to develop their relations 
under conditions of peace and liberty, 

Convinced of the inportance of promoting peace and co-operation in the South Atlantic for 
the benefit of all mankind and, in particular, of the peoples of the region, 

Convinced further of the need to preserve the region from measures of militarization, the 
arms race, the presence of foreign military bases and, above all, nuclear weapons, 

Recognizing the special interest and responsibility of the States of the region to promote 
regional co-operation for economic development and peace, 

Fully conscious that the independence of Nnibia and the elimination of the racist regime 
of apartheid are conditions essential to guaranteeing the peace and security of the South 
Atlantic, 

Recalling the principles and norms of international law applicable to ocean space, in 
particular the principle of the peaceful uses of the oceans, 

Convinced that the establishment of a zone of peace and co-operation in the South Atlantic 
would contribute significantly to the strengthening of international peace and security and to 
promoting the principles and purposes of the United Nations, 

Solemnly declares the Atlantic Ocean, in the region situated between Africa and 
South Merica, a Zone of peace and co-operation of the South AtlanticM; 

Calls upon all States of the zone of the South Atlantic to promote further regional 
co-operation, inter aiLs, for social and economic development, the protection of the 
envirorinent, the conservation of living resources and the peace and security of the whole region; 

Calls upon all States of all other regions, in particular the militarily significant 
States, scrupulously to respect the region of the South Atlantic as a zone of peace and 
co-operation, especially through the reduction and eventual elimination of their military presence 
there, the non-introduction of nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction and the 
non-extension into the region of rivalries and conflicts that are foreign to it; 
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Calls upon all States of the region and of all other regions to co-operate in the 
elimination of all sources of tension in the zone, to respect the national unity, sovereignty, 

politcal independence and territorial integrity of every State therein, to refrain from the 

threat or use of force, and to observe strictly the principle that the territory of a State shall 
not be the object of military occupation resulting from the use of force in violation of the 
Charter of the United Nations, as well as the principle that the acquisition of territories by 
force is inaduissible; 

Reaffirms 	that the elimination of apartheid and the attainment of 

self-determination and independence by the people of Nnibia, as well as the cessation of all acts 

of aggression and subversion against States in the zone, are essential for peace and security in 

the South Atlantic regon, and urges the inlementation of all United Nations resolutions 

pertaining to colonialism, racism and apartheid; 

Requests the Secretary-General to suInit to the General Assently at its forty-second 
session a report on the situation in the South Atlantic and the islementation of the present 

declaration, taking into account the views expressed by Mler States; 

1. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-second session the item 
entitled Zone of peace and co-.operation of the South Atlantic". 

50th Plenary meeting 
27 October 1986 

GA/RES/42/183 Traffic in toxic and dangerous products and wastes 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling decisions 14/19 on the International Register of Potentially Toxic Chemicals, 
14/21 on environmentally safe management of chemicals, in particular those that are banned and 

severely restricted in international trade, and 14/30 on environmentally sound management of 

hazardous wastes, all adopted by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Progrmie, on 11 June 1987, 5/ 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 1987/54 of 28 May 1981 on the work 
of the Cainittee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods, !" 

Recognizing the useful role that the organizations of the United Nations system, including 
such bodies as the United nations Environment Progrumie and the World Health Organization, could 

play in assisting in the prevention and control of the potentially harmful effects of traffic in 
toxic and dangerous products and wastes, 

Convinced that the London Guidelines for the Exchange of Information on Chemicals in 

International Trade and the Cairo Guidelines and Principles for the Environmentally Sound 
Management of Hazardous Wastes W represent a significant step forward, 

8./ Official Records of AheGeneral Assetbly. Forty-second Session 1 Supp1ennt No. 25 (A/42/25 

and Corr.l), annex I. 
86/ See E/1981/37. 
87/ L1EP/GC.14/17, annex IV. 

/ Ibid., annex II. 
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Concerned that part of the international movement of toxic and dangerous products and 
wastes is being carried out in contravention of existing national legislation and relevant 
international legal instrtments, as well as internationally accepted guidelines and principles, to 
the detriment of the environment and public health of all countries, particularly of developing 
countries, 

Convinced that these problems cannot be resolved without adequate co-operation amng 
mothers of the international comvmnity and that the international conminity should adopt measures 
to cclement and strengthen the above-mentioned guidelines and principles, 

Also convinced of the need to assist all countries, particularly developing countries, in 
obtaining all necessary information concerning toxic and dangerous products and wastes and in 
reinforcing their capacity to detect and halt any illegal attt to introduce toxic and dangerous 
products and wastes into the territory of any State, in contravention of national legislation and 
relevant international legal instruinents, as well as traffic not carried out in conliance with 
internationally accepted guidelines and principles in this field, 

Welcoming the convening of a diplomatic conference in Switzerland in 1989 for the purpose 
of adopting a global convention on control of transboundary movement of hazardous wastes, for 
which a preparatory meeting was convened by the United Nations Environment Progratvne and held at 
Budapest from 27 to 30 October 1981, in conjunction with the World Conference on Hazardous Wastes, 

Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a crehensive report on the question of 
illegal traffic in toxic and dangerous products and wastes - that is, traffic in contravention of 
national legislation and relevant international legal instnmuents - as well as traffic not carried 
out in culiance with internationally accepted guidelines and principles in this field, and its 
inpact on all countries, in particular developing countries, for submission to the General 
Assmbly at its forty-fourth session, a preli.inary report on the question to be submitted to the 
Economic and Social Council at its second regular session of 1988; 

rnvi tes all Governments to co-operate with the Secretary-General in the ilementat1on 
of the present resolution and also invites the appropriate bodies of the United Nations system and 
non-governmental organizations to assist the Secretary-General in the preparation of the report; 

Calls upon all Goveroments to co-operate in the prevention and control of illegal 
traffic in toxic and dangerous products and wastes - that is, traffic in contravention of national 
legislation and relevant international legal instrements - as well as traffic not carried out in 
coepliance with internationally accepted guidelines and principles. 

96th plenary meeting 
11 Oecer 1981 

GA/RES/42/184. Intirnitlonal co-operation in the fleW of the oneimi.sot 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Progrmeie on the work of its fourteenth session, !' 

Having also considered the report of the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Enviromient Progrme on international conventions and protocols in the field of the 
envi ronent, 90/ 

Official Records of the General Assethly. Forty-second Session. Supplement No. 25 (A/42/25 
and Corr.1). 

90/ LJEP/GC14/18 and Corr.1 and Add.l. 
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Taking note of the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond 9J' and the 
report of the World Coumiission on Envirorrnt and Development, / 

Noting the inl ications for the work of the United Nations Env I roivnent Progrrune of the 
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Mvancement of Women and of the system-wide 
medium-term plan for women in development, 

Aware that serious environmental problems are arising in both developed and developing 
countries, 

Reaffirming the importance of taking fully into account the interrelationships between 
resources, environment, people and development in development policies and strategies, 

Conscious that environmental considerations must be taken into full account by each country 
in freming and implementing its development plans in accordance with its development objectives, 

Recognizing the importance of the international exchange of experience and knowledge and 
of the promotion of the transfer of technology for the protection and enhancement of the 
environment in accordance with respective national laws, regulations and policies, 

- Takes note wi th appreciation of the report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Progremile on the work of its fourteenth session and endorses the 
decisions contained herein, 91 as adopted; 

Expresses its appreciation for the development of international co-operation in 
the field of the environment and the work of the United Nations Environment Progremne during the 
fifteen years since the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, held at Stockholm from 
5 to 16 June 1912, 2/ and calls for further action-oriented co-operation for the protection and 
enhancement of the enviroivnent; 

Takes note with appreciation of decision 14/13 of 19 June 1981 2Y by which the 
Governing Council adopted the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond Z/ and 
decision 14/14 of 19 June 1987 s!" by which the Council accepted the report of the World 
Commission on Environment and Development W as a guideline to be taken into account in further 
work of the United Nations Environment Progrmine; 

Considers that evaluation is an integral part of the progrvvning cycle of the 
United Nations Environment Progrmine and should be undertaken, using a methodology developed in 
consultation with the partners of the Programme in the United Nations system and with Governments; 

91/ 	See resolution 42/186, annex. 
92/ 	P.142/427, annex. 
93/ 	Report of 	the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United 

Nations 	Decade 	for 	Women: 	Eguality. 	Development 	and 	Peace, 	Nairobi, 	15-26 	July 	1985 
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.10), chap. 	I, sect. A. 

94/ 	Official Records of the General Asseobly, Forty-second Session 1  Supplement No. 25 (A/42/25 
and Corr.l). 

95/ 	See 	Report of 	the United Nations 	Conference on the Human Environent 	(United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.13.I1.A.14 and corrigendum). 

96/ 	Official Records of the General Assitly, Forty-second Session, Supplement No. 25 (P142/25 
and Corr.l), annex I. 

9/ 	See resolution 42/186, annex. 
98/ 	Official Records of the General Assently, Forty-second Session, Supplement No. 25 (P142/25 

and Corr.l), annex I. 
99/ 	P142/421, annex. 
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Welcomes the annual reports on the state of the environment, in particular the report 
on the state of the world environment igsi, IPQ/ fifteen years after the Unitd Nations 
Conference on the Hunin Environment, and requests that these reports be given wide dissination 
and be drawn upon fully in the preparation of reports within the United Nations system on the 
world economic and social situation; 

Agrees with the Governing Council that inortance should be attached by the 
United Nations Environment Programie to the problem of global climate change and that the 
Executive Director should ensure that the Progreee co-operates closely with the World 
Meteorological Organization and the International Council of Scientific Unions and maintains an 
active, influential role in the World Climate Progre; 

1. Takes note of the Governing Council decision 14/26 of 11 June 1981 JP.Y regarding 
the rationalization of international conventions on biological diversity, in which it requested 
the Executive Director, in consultation with Goverivnents and within available resources, to 
establish an ad hoc working group of experts to investigate in close collaboration with the 
Ecosystems Conservation Group and other international organizations the desirability and possible 
form of an trella convention to rationalize current activities in this field, and to address 
other areas which might fall under such a convention; 

B. Welcomes the inortance given by the Governing Council - to forest ecosystees and, 
bearing in mind existing programies and expertise in this fields, section I of decision 14/I B of 
11 June 1987, 12/ in which the Governing Council took note of and welcomed the initiative of 
the Executive Director to pursue consultations emong countries owning tropical forests and other 
forest ecosystems, and other interested countries, aimed at finding ways and means to consider, 
through the appropriate international mechanisms, including the International Tropical Tiither 
Organization, practical collaborative action for the sustainable use and conservation of 
significant areas of forest ecosystems and the genetic resources they contain. 

Expresses its appreciation for the leading role played by the United Nations 
Environment Progremne in achieving the entry into force of the Agreement on the Action Plan for 
the Enviromnentally Sound Management of the Comnon Zethezi River system, the adoption of the 
Convention for the Protection of the Natural Resources and Envirorinent of the South Pacific 
Region, the entry into force of the Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine 
Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region and, in particular, the adoption of the Montreal 
Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone layer, and encourages the United Nations Environment 
Progranne, through its Governing Council, to continue such efforts; 

Welcomes decision 14/30 of 11 June 1987, 19A' in which the Governing Council 
approved the Cairo Guidelines and Principles for the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous 
Wastes, L04/  and the steps taken by the United Nations Environment Progrmmie to develop a global 
convention on environmentally sound transboundary movement of hazardous wastes, supports the Goals 
and Principles of Environmental Inact Assessment M adopted by the Governing Council in its 
decision 14/25 of 11 June 1981 and its recamnendations regarding their application, welcomes the 
adoption by the Governing Council in its decision 14/27 of 11 June 1987 of the London Guidelines 
for the Exchange of Information on Chemicals in International Trade MY and encourages further 
steps in this regard; 

100/ JIEP/GC.14/6. 
101/ Official Records of the General Asseily, Forty-second Session. $upplement P!2S (P142/25 

and Corr. 1), annex I. 
102/ Ibid. 
103/ Ibid. 
14/ UNEP/GC.14/11, annex 11. 
j_W Ibid., annex III. 
106/ Ibid., annex IV. 
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expresses its satisfaction at the results achieved at the first and second 
sessions of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, held, respectively, at Cairo, 
from 16 to 18 Decentier 1985, J-P]J and at Nairobi, from 4 to 6 June 1981, i" the first Arab 
Ministerial Conference on Environmental Considerations in Development, held at Tunis from 13 to 15 
October 1986, L09/  and the fifth Intergovernmental Regional Meeting on the Environment in Latin 
nerica and the Caribbean, held at Montevideo in April 1981; 

Agrees with the Governing Council on the desirability of creating and operating 
regional networks of non-governmental environmental organizations, especially in the developing 
countries; 

Reaffirms the need for additional financial resources from donor countries and 
organizations to assist developing countries in identifying, analysing, monitoring, preventing and 
managing environment problems in accordance with their national development plans, priorities and 
objectives; 

Reaffirms the need for developed countries and appropriate organs and organizations of 
the United Nations system to strengthen technical co-operation with the developing countries to 
enable them to develop and enhance their capacity for identifying, analysing, monitoring, 
preventing and managing environmental problems in accordance with their national development 
plans, priorities and objectives; 

Reaffirms also the need for technical co-operation among developing countries in the 
field of the environment, and invites the appropriate organs and organizations of the 
United Nations system to assist, upon request of the parties concerned, in the promotion and 
strengthening of such co-operation; 

Concurs with decision 14/6 of 17 June 1981, i!W in which the Governing Council 
decided that the clearing-house mechanism within the United Nations Environment ProgrtIne should 
focus its efforts on strengthening the capacity of developing countries to promote sustainable 
development by supporting policy planning and institution building, enabling the developing 
countries to give adequate priority to environmental considerations, and that it should, inter 
alia, support a limited ni.xnber of progrnmes of regional significance; 

11. Takes note of Governing Council decision 14/10 of 18 June 1987 IL)J on the 
environmental impact of apartheid on black agriculture in South Africa; 

Recalls the essential catalytic and co-ordinating role of the United Nations 
Environment Progriine within the United Nations system concerning the environment, requests that 
that role be further developed in the light, particularly, of Governing Council decisions 14/13 
and 14/14, and calls upon the Designated Officials for Environmental Matters to improve their 
effectiveness, bearing in mind those decisions; 

Agrees with the Governing Council on the importance it attached, in the annex to its 
decision 14/12 of 18 June 1981, JJif to the preparation of the system-wide meditin-terin 
environment progrvne for the period 1990-1995, guided by the Environmental Perspective to the 
Year 2000 and Beyond, !i' and urges the Atninistrative Comittee on Co-ordination to develop an 
effective way of monitoring the implementation of the system-wide progrmie and of evaluating 
critical progrmes therein that involve a nuther of organizations; 

101/ See AEC.1/2, annex I. 
108/ See t*EP/GC.14/4/Add.6/Supplement 2. 
109/ See UNEP/GC.14/4/Add.6, sect. II and annex II. 
110/ Official Records of the General Assen'bly, Forty-second Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/42/25 

and Corr.1), annex I. 
111/ Ibid., 
112/ Ibid. 
113/ See resolution 421186, annex. 
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Expresses its appreciation to those countries which have contributed regularly to 
the Environment Fund, and urges all countries that have not contributed to the Fund to do so 
for 1988 and in future years so that the financial base of the Fund may be expanded; 

Urges all contributing Countries to increase their contributions to the Environment 
Fund for 1988 in future years so as to enable the approved progrnne of activities to be fully 
joplemented. 

96th plena,yineeting 
11 December 1981 

GA/RES/42/186. The Envirefltal Perspective to the Year 2000 and aemd 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 38/161 of 19 Decøt*r 1983 on the process of preparation of the 
Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond, by which it, inter alia, welcomed the 
desire of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progriine to develop the 
Environmental Perspective and transmit it to the General Asseirily for adoption, benefiting in 
carrying out that function from its consideration of the relevant proposals made by a special 
convnission, which adopted the nane World Comnission on Environment and Development, 

Welcoming the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond, !IY prepared by 
the Intergovernmental Inter-sessional Preparatory Coumlittee of the United Nations Environment 
Progrem, referred to in General Assly resolution 38/161, and further considered and adopted 
by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Prograne at its fourteenth session, by 
its decision 14/13 of 19 June 1981, 1-lW as a basis for the further elaboration of its progremne 
and operations, while acknowledging that different views exist on some aspects, 

Appreciating that concepts, ideas and recomendations contained in the report of the 
World Ccimiission on Environment and Development ll!J have been incorporated into the 
Environmental Perspective, 

Expresses Its appreciation of the efforts of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Envi romient Progrt.ne and its Intergovernmental Inter-sessional Preparatory  
Conmittee in the preparation of the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond; ...ii' 

Adopts the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond, as annexed to this 
resolution, as a broad fremework to guide national action and international co-operation on 
policies and progrmies aimed at achieving environmentally sound development, and specifically as 
a guide to the preparation of further system-wide medi!Jn-term environment progremnes and the 
mediin-term prograwies of the organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, in the light 
of Governing Council decision 14/13; 118/ 

114/ Official Records of the General Assenthly, Forty-second Session 1_Supplement No. 25 
(*/42/25 and Corr.l), annex II. 

115/ IbId., annex I. 
116/ Pd42/421, annex. 
Ui! Official Records of the General Assnely. Forty-second Session, $upplement No. 25 

(*/42/25 and Corr.1), annex II. 
118/ IbId., annex I. 
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3. Notes that the perceptions shared by Governments of the nature of environmental 
problems, and their interrelations with other international problems, and of the efforts to deal 
with them include the following: 

An international atmosphere of peace, security and co-operation, free from the presence 
and the threat of wars of all types, especially nuclear war, and from the waste of intellectual 
and natural resources on armnents by any nation, would greatly enhance environmentally sound 
development; 

The intalance of present world economic conditions makes it extrly difficult to bring 
about sustained improvement in the world's environmental situation. Accelerated and balanced 
world development and lasting improvements in the global environment require improved world 
economic conditions, especially for the developing countries; 

Since mass poverty is often at the root of environmental degradation, its elimination 
and ensuring equitable access of people to environmental resources, are essential for sustained 
environmental improvements; 

The environment provides constraints as well as opportunities for economic growth and 
social well-being. Environmental degradation, in its various forms, has assumed such proportions 
as can cause irreversible changes in ecosystems which threaten to undermine human well-being. 
Environmental constraints, however, are generally relative to the state of technology and 
socio-economic conditions, which can and should be improved and managed to achieve sustained world 
economic growth; 

Environmental issues are closely intertwined with development policies and practices. 
Consequently, environmental goals and actions need to be defined in relation to development 
objectives and policies; 

Although it is important to tackle ininediate environmental problems, anticipatory and 
preventive policies are the most effective and economical in achieving environmentally sound 
development; 

The environmental impacts of actions in one sector are often felt in other sectors; and 
so internalization of environmental conditions in sectoral policies and progrnnes and their 
co-ordination are essential to achieve sustainable development; 

Since conflicts of interest among population groups, or among countries, are often 
inherent in the nature of environmental problems, participation of the concerned parties is 
essential to determine effective environmental management practices; 

(1) Environmental degradation can be controlled and reversed only by ensuring that the 
parties causing the demage will be accountable for their action, and that they will participate, 
on the basis of full access to available knowledge, in improving envirorwvntal conditions; 

Renewable resources, as part of complex and interlinked ecosystems, can have sustainable 
yields only if used taking into account system-wide effects of exploitation; 

Safeguarding of species is a moral obligation of humankind, and should improve and 
sustain human well-being; 

(1) Building awareness at various levels of envirorvnental conditions and management, through 
the provision of information, education and training, is essential for environmental protection 
and improvement; 

(m) Strategies to deal with environmental challenges have to be flexible and should allow 
for adjustments to emerging problems and evolving environmental management technology; 
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(n) The growing nimber and variety of international environmental disputes need to be 
resolved by peaceful means; 

4. welcomes as the overall aspirational goal for the world comminity the acbievnt of 
sustainable development on the basis of prudent management of available global resources and 
environmental capacities and the rehabilitation of the environment previously subjected to 
degradation and misuse, and the aspirational goals to the Year 2000 and Beyond as set out in 
Environmental Perspective, nnmely: 

Achievement over time of such a balance between population and environmental capacities 
as would make possible sustainable development, keeping in view the links avng population levels, 
consumption patterns, poverty and the natural resource base; 

Achievement of food security without resource depletion or envirorinental degradation, 
and restoration of the resources base where environmental demage has been occurring; 

Provision of sufficient energy at reasonable cost, notably by increasing access to 
energy substantially in the developing countries, to meet current and expanding needs in ways 
which minimize environmental degradation and risks, conserve non-renewable sources of energy, and 
realize the full potential of renewable sources of energy; 

Sustained improvements in levels of living in all countries, especially the developing 
countries, through industrial development that prevents or minimizes environmental dnmage and 
risks; 

Provision of improved shelter with access to essential Mnenities in a clean and secure 
setting conducive to health and to the prevention of environment-related diseases, while 
alleviating serious environmental degradation; 

Establistinent of an equitable system of international econanic relations aimed at 
achieving continuing economic advancement for all States based on principles recognized by the 
international coninunity in order to stiimjlate and sustain environmentally sound development, 
especially in developing countries; 

5. Agrees that the recomendations for action contained in the Environmental 
Perspective should be ielemented, as appropriate, through national and international action by 
Governments, intergovermnental and non-governmental organizations and scientific bodies; 

6. Requests the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progranne to keep 
under review the extent to which the long-term envirorntal actions recoiwnended in the 
Environmental Perspective have been implemented and to identify any new environmental concerns 
that may arise; 

1. 	Calls special attention to section IV of the Environmental Perspective, which spells 
out Ninstruments of environmental actionw, to be used as support in addressing, as appropriate )  
problems dealt with in previous sections of the Environmental Perspective; 

Stresses the essential role of the United Nations Environment Progrmie within the 
United Nations system in catalysing environmentally sound and sustainable development and agrees 
with the Governing Council that this role should be strengthened and that the resources of the 
Environment FUnd should be substantially increased with greater participation; 

Endorses the priorities and functions for the United Nations Environment Prograffnc 
stated in paragraph 117 of the Environmental Perspective; 
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Decides to transmit the Environmental Perspective to all Governments and the 
governing bodies of the organs and organizations of the United Nations system as a broad fremework 
to guide national action and international co-operation on policies and progrines aimed at 
achieving envirowtntally sound and sustainable development; 

Calls upon the governing bodies of the organs and organizations of the 
United Nations system to consider the Environmental Perspective and take it into account in the 
development of their own medium-term plans and Progrnmnes as relevant to their own mandates; 

Requests the governing bodies of relevant United Nations organizations to report 
regularly to the General Assmrly on the progress made in achieving the objectives of 
environmentally Sound and sustainable development in line with paragraph 114 of the Environmental 
Perspective; 

Invites the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progrne to report 
on the inlementation of this resolution and the relevant aspects of the Environmental Perspective 
to the General Assently at its forty-fourth session. 

Annex 

Env j rorwnenta 1 Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond 

III. OTHER ISSUES OF GLOBAL CONCERN 

A. Oceans and seas 

Oceans and seas are being polluted extensively. The rising pollution levels and degradation 
of coastal ecosystems threaten the life-support capacities of oceans and seas and undermine their 
role in the food chain. Efforts which are being made to monitor the state of oceans and seas, 
including those of UNEP and other international organizations, confirm that there is cause for 
concern. This problem is particularly serious for coastal waters and semi-enclosed seas that 
border highly populated and industrialized zones. The situation will get much worse unless 
concerted action is undertaken now. The ongoing monitoring effort is far from crehensive and, 
where it has advanced, it has not yet led to adequate change in the practices causing 
envi rouinental dge. 

The challenge is to control and decrease marine pollution, and establish or strengthen 
regimes of environmental management of oceans and seas through international co-operation and 
national action. 

A conrehensive data base should be established over time on which action progrmies to 
restore and preserve the environmental balance in the worlds oceans and seas can be based. Nnong 
others, the Global Environmental Monitoring System (GEMS), Global Resources Information Data Base 
(GRID) and the oceans and coastal areas progrwnes of IJIEP should intensify efforts towards this 
end. 

Conventions and agreements to monitor and manage human activities with a view to ensuring 
environmental protection of the seas and oceans should be ratified and iilenuented by all 
concerned countries. Where such legal instruments do not exist, they should be negotiated. 
Governments should strengthen or introduce policies and measures with a view to preventing 
practices harmful to marine ecosystems and ensuring environmentally sound development of inland 
areas. Such policies and measures should include control of the discharge of industrial effluents 
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and sewage, duing of wastes, including hazardous and radioactive materials, disposal of 
hazardous residues and operational wastes from ships, incineration at sea and oil spills from 
tankers and off-shore platforms. Environmentally sound land-based technology for the disposal of 
hazardous wastes should be developed and promoted. The IJNEP should continue to collaborate in 
this work with the Intergovermnental Oceanographic Comnission (bC), the International maritime 
Organization (IO) and other appropriate international organizations. 

IV. INSTRUMENTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 

C. Legislation and enviroirmntal law 

Increasingly, environmental legislation has been providing practical fremeworks at the 
national level to inlement environmental standards and to regulate activities of enterprises and 
people in the light of environmental objectives. At the international level, conventions, 
protocols and agreements have been providing a basis for co-operation nmong countries at 
bilateral, regional and global levels for the management of environmental risks, control of 
pollution and conservation of natural resources. 

There is a need to expand the accession to and ratification of these conventions and 
institute mechanisms at the national level to ensure their application. The present momenttmi 
should be maintained of concluding conventions in fields such as hazards relating to chemicals, 
treatment and international transport of hazardous wastes, industrial accidents, climate change, 
protection of the ozone layer, protection of the marine environment from pollution from land-based 
sources and protection of biological diversity, in which UNEP has been playing an active part. 

Groundwork has been prepared over the last 15 years under the aegis of UNEP to establish 
legal franeworks to manage regional seas. Governments should intensify their efforts to inlement 
legislative measures and other policies at national levels so that the policy sources of the 
enviromental problems of the regional seas are effectively tackled. Increasingly, environmental 
management of rivers, lakes, and forests has been posing a challenge to international 
co-operation. 	Governments, with the collaboration of UNEP and concerned international 
organizations, should accelerate action to establish legal rgiiTms at international and national 
levels to inrove significantly envirormental management of rivers, lakes and forests. The 
UNEP-sponsored new progremne for environmental management of freshwater systems is a promising 
start. 

The Montevideo Progremne for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law, 
prepared under the auspices of UNEP, should be irlemented fully. Development of international 
environmental law should continue, with a view to providing a strong basis for fostering 
co-operation emong countries. The progressive emergence of general environmental norims and 
principles and the codification of existing agreements could lead to a global convention on 
protection and enhancement of the environment. 

Governments should settle their environmental disputes by peaceful means, making use of 
existing and emerging agreements and conventions. The International Court of Justice, the 
International Court of Arbitration and regional mechanisms should facilitate peaceful settlnt 
of environmental disputes. 

96th plenary meeting 
11 Deceer 1987 
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GA/RES/42/187. Report of the I.kwld Copunission on Environment and Development 

The Genera) Assembly, 

Concerned about the accelerating deterioration of the human environment and natural 
resources and the consequences of that deterioration for economic and social development, 

Believing that sustainable development, which inplies meeting the needs of the present 
without conpromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, should become a 
central guiding principle of the United Nations, Goverrmnts and private institutions, 
organizations and enterprises, 

Recognizing, in view of the global character of major environmental problems, the coninon 
interest of all countries to pursue policies aimed at sustainable and environmentally sound 
development, 

Convinced of the inortance attached to a reorientation of national and international 
policies towards sustainable development patterns, 

Recalling that, in its resolution 38/161 of 19 Deceober 1983 on the process of preparation 
of the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond to be prepared by the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Environment Progrm1e, it welcomed the establislinent of a special 
conmission, which later assumed the name World Comission on Environment and Develovnent, to make 
available a report on environment and the global problématlque to the Year 2000 and Beyond, 
including proposed strategies for sustainable development, 

Recognizing the valuable role played in the development of the report of the World 
Comission by the Intergovernmental Inter-sessional Preparatory Camittee of the Governing Council 
of the United Nations Environment Prograffele, as envisaged by the General Assly in its 
resolution 38/161. 

Recalling that in resolution 38/161 it decided that, on matters within the purview of the 
United Nations Environment ProgrIne, the report of the World Cammiission should in the first 
instance be considered by the Governing Council of the Progranine, for transmission to the General 
Assently, together with its ccminents and for use as basic material in the preparation of the 
Environmental Perspective, for adoption by the Assently, and that on those matters which were 
under consideration or review by the Assently itself, it would consider the relevant aspects of 
the report of the World Cormission, 

Noting Governing Council decision 14114 of 19 June 1981 ii!/ transmitting the report of 
the World Conmission to the General Assently, 

Noting further that the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond 201  M has 
taken account of the main recomnendations in the World Ccnnission's report, 

Recognizing the instriinental role of the Canmission in revitalizing and reorienting the 
discussion and deliberation on environment and development and in enhancing the understanding of 
the causes of present environmental and development problems, in demonstrating the ways in which 
they transcend institutional frontiers and in opening new perspectives on the interrelationship 
between environment and development as a guide to the future, 

119/ Official Records of the General Assently. Forty-second SessioflSupplenient No.25 (A/42/25 
and Corr.l). annex I. 

gQ/ rbid., annex II. 
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Emphasizing the need for a new approach to economic growth, as an essential prerequisite 
for eradication of poverty and for enhancing the resource base on which present and future 
generations depend, 

Welcomes the report of the World Comeission on Environment and Development entitled 
Our Conon Putuze; lii' 

Notes with appreciation the inortant contribution made by the Comission to raise the 
consciousness of decision-makers in Governments, i ntergoveremental and non-goverrmental 
international organizations, industry and other fores of economic activity, as well as of the 
general public, in regard to the Inerative need for making the transition towards sustainable 
development, and calls upon all concerned to make full use in this regard of the report of the 
Comi ssion; 

Agrees with the Comission that while seeking to remedy existing enviroomental 
problems, it is inerative to influence the sources of those problems in hiinan activity, and 
economic activity in particular, and thus to provide for sustainable development; 

Agrees further that an equitable sharing of the envirointal costs and benefits of 
economic development between and within countries and between present and future generations is a 
key to achieving sustainable development; 

Concurs with the World Comission that the critical objectives for environment and 
development policies which follow from the need for sustainable development must include 
preserving peace, reviving growth and changing its quality, remedying the problems of poverty and 
the satisfaction of hwnan needs, addressing the problems of population growth and of conserving 
and enhancing the resource base, reorienting technology and managing risk, and merging environment 
and economics in decision-making; 

Decides to transmit the report of the World Ccminission to all Goverwnts and to the 
governing bodies of the organs, organizations and progrennes of the United Nations system, and 
invites them to take account of the analysis and recamiendations contained in the report of the 
World Coimnission in determining their policies and progremnes; 

Calls upon all Governments to ask their central economic and sectoral agencies to 
ensure that their policies, progremnes and budgets encourage sustainable devel opnent and to 
strengthen the role of their environmental and natural resource agencies in advising and assisting 
central and sectoral agencies in that task; 

S. Calls upon the governing bodies of the organs, organizations and prograimes in the 
United Nations system to review their policies, progres, budgets and activities aimed at 
contributing to sustainable development; 

Calls upon the governing bodies of other relevant multilateral development 
assistance and financial institutions to comeit their institutions more fully to pursuing 
sustainable development in setting their policies and progrmmies in accordance with the national 
development plans, priorities and objectives set by the recipient Governments themselves; 

Requests the Secretary-General, through the appropriate existing mechanisms, 
including the Adviinistrative Conunittee on Co-ordination, to review and co-ordinate on a regular 
basis the efforts of all the organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to 
pursue sustainable development and to report thereon to the General Asseobly through the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Environment Progremne and the Economic and Social Council; 

21/ */42/421, annex. 
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Stresses the essential role of the United Nations Environment Prograirme within its 
mandate in catalysing the sustainable development efforts of the United Nations system, while 
fully taking into account the co-ordinating responsibilities of the EcononhiC and Social Council,, 
and agrees with the World Ccimiission that that role should be strengthened and that the resources 
of the Environment Fund should be substantially enlarged, with greater participation; 

ConsIders that the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Prograirine, 
within its mandate and with participation, when appropriate, at the ministerial level 1  should keep 

under examination the long-term strategies for realizing sustainable development on a periodic 
basis, and should include the results of its examinations in its reports to be submitted to the 
General Assently through the Economic and Social Council; 

Agrees that the catalytic and co-ordinating role of the United Nations Environment 
Programme in the United Nations system should be reinforced in its future work on environmental 
and natural resource issues; 

Reaffirms the need for additional financial resources from donor countries and 
organizations to assist developing countries in identifying, analysing, monitoring, preventing and 
managing environment problems in accordance with their national development plans, priorities and 
objectives; 

Reaffirms the need for developed countries and appropriate organs and organizations 
of the United Nations system to strengthen technical co-operation with the developing countries to 
enable them to develop and enhance their capacity for identifying, analysing, monitoring, 
preventing and managing environmental problems in accordance with their national development 
plans, priorities and objectives; 

InvItes Governments, in co-operation with the regional cannissions and the 
United Nations Environment Programe arid, as appropriate, intergovernmental organizations, to 
support and engage in follow-up activities, such as conferences, at the national, regional, and 
global levels; 

11. Calls upon Governments to engage non-governmental organizations, industry and the 
scientific coninunity more fully in national and international activities to support efforts 
towards sustainable development; 

Invites the governing bodies of the organs, organizations and progranmes of the 
United Nations to report, as appropriate, to the General Assently, not later than at its 
forty-fourth session, through the Economic and Social Council, on progress made in their 
organizations towards sustainable development and to make such reports available to the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Envirorinent Prograiune at its next regular session; 

Also invites the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progranine to 
provide coninents on matters concerning progress on sustainable development that fall within its 
mandate, on these reports and other developments for submission to the Economic and Social Council 
at its second regular session of 1989 and to the General Assently at its forty-fourth session; 

Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assentily at its forty-third 
session, through the Economic and Social Council, a progress report on the iilementation of the 
present resolution and to the Assently at its forty-fourth session a consolidated report on the 

same subject; 

DecIdes to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-third session a sub-item 
entitled "A long-term strategy for sustainable and environmentally sound development" under the 
agenda item entitled "Development and international Co-operation". 

96th plenary meeting 
11 Deceither 1987 
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GA/RES/42/202. Special assistance to Maldives for disaster relief and 
the strengthening of its coastal defences 

The General Assembly. 

Deeply concerned by the damage caused to the archipelago of Ilaldives by unexpected tidal 
waves in April, June and Septenter of this year, 

Acutely aware of the threats posed by such tidal action to the low-lying islands of 
Plaldives and to their inhabitants, 

Mindful of the need to connnce urgent protective measures to minimize the hazards caused 

by such tragic events, 

Noting that Maldives is one of the least developed countries, with severely limited natural 

endoianents and a narrow-based economic backbone, 

Recognizing the efforts of the Government and the people of Maldives to improve and 

accelerate the socio-economic development of their country, 

Taking note of the emergency relief operations undertaken by the Government of Maldives to 
assist those affected in the episode of April, June and Septer 1981, and of its determination 
to strengthen its defences against such disasters in the future, 

Convinced that long-term solutions are imperative. 

Expresses its gratitude to those States and organizations which rendered support 

and assistance to the Government of Maldives in its relief and subsequent rehabilitation work; 

Drav the attention of the international camiunity to the facts that additional 

resources are required to meet the envisaged plan for preventive action, and that the assistance 

already provided or pledged falls short of the requirements; 

Requests agencies and organizations of the United Nations system to contribute to the 
formulation and implementation of a planned programm of action; 

Strongly appeals to the international ccnrminity to contribute generously to the sane 
goal; 

Requests the Secretary-General, in accordance with the provisions of General Assently 
resolution 41/192 of 8 December 1986, to mobilize international support and assistance in favour 

of the efforts of the Government of Maldives to implement the plan of action; 

Also requests the Secretary-General to report on the implementation of the present 

resolution to the General Assently at its forty-third session. 

96th plenary meeting 

11 Decmrter 1988 
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FIRST SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 

(Geneva, 12-22 June 1913) 

IJNEP/GC/DEC/1 (I). Action Plan for the H*en Envii-oi...4bt: 
Prugr. dsv1u..41t and priorities 

The Governing Council of the United Nations Rnvironment Programme, 

Has adopted the following decisions: 

Ill. PROGRAMME PRIORITIES FOR ACTION BY THE 
UNITED NATIONS ENVIROWENT PROGRAMPIE 

12. Further requests the Executive Director to perform the following tasks 

E. Oceans 

(I) To carry out objective-assessments of problems affecting the marine environment and its 

living resources in specific bodies of water; 

To prepare a survey of the activities of international and regional organizations dealing 

with conservation and management of the living resources of the oceans; 

To assist nations in identifying and controlling land-based sources of pollution, 

particularly those which reach the ocean through rivers; 

To stimulate international and regional agreements for the control of all forms of 
pollution of the marine environivnt, and especially agreements relating to particular 

bodies of water; 

To urge the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization to set a time-limit for 

the conlete prohibition of international oil discharge in the seas, as well as to seek 

measures to minimize the probability of accidental discharges; 

NO To develop a progrIme for the monitoring of marine pollution and its effects on marine 

ecosystems, paying particular attention to the special problems of specific bodies of 

water including some semi-enclosed seas, if the nations concerned so agree; 

(vii) To urge the International Whaling Comission to adopt a 10 year moratorium on cam*rcial 

whaling. 

11th meeting 
22 June 1973 
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SECOND SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 11-22 March 1914) 

UNEP/GC/DEC/8 (II). Approval of activities within the enVironment progre, 

in the light, Inter ella, of their ilications for the fund Prore 

A. 

The Governing Council, 

Decides to adopt the proposals for future action 

I. PRIORITY SUBJECT AREAS OF THE PROGRAPVE 

4. Oceans 

In view of the many activities of minerous other agencies in this field, 1JNEP should 
concentrate on the co-ordination of these activities and on the protection of the marine 
envirorwnent; 

Priority should be given to regional activities, with the possible establishment of 
programe activity centres in the Mediterranean. The iirortance of activities in the Caribbean, 

the Baltic, the Persian Gulf and Indonesian and Philippines archipelagoes, and parts of the 

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans was stressed; 

IJNEP should encourage and support the preparation of regional agreenents or conventions on 

the protection of specific bodies of water from pollution, particularly from land-based sources. 
High priority should be given to supporting activities to protect living resources and prevent 

pollution in the Mediterranean. 

The survey of living marine resources called for by General Assely resolution 3133 

(XXVIII) should be begun inmediately by FAO on behalf of UNEP. 

11EP should make a constructive contribution to the Third United Nations Conference on the 

Law of the Sea. The Conference is urged to continue to attach inortance to its work relating to 
the preservation of the marine environment taking into account, in particular the contents of 
General Assently resolution 3133 (XXVIII) on the protection of the marine environment and the 

positions of Menter States as expressed during the debate and on the adoption of that resolution 

of the General Assently. 

INIEP should promote the study, conservation and wise managenent of living resources 

including whales and other marine menal s. Research should also be encouraged on the effects of 
climate on the oceans and their resource, on the effects of poFlution on living organisms and on 
ocean dynanics as a factor in pollution transport. 

29th meetiç 

22 March 1974 
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THIRD SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 17 April - 2 May 1915) 

UNEP/GC/DEC/32 (III). Oceans: Monitoring 

The Governing Council, 

Considering that inadequate knowledge of the physical, chemical and biological aspects of 

the oceans exists upon which to base environmental assessments of the impact man ' s activities upon 

the oceans and their living resources, 

Further considering that only meagre knowledge exists on the role of the oceans in the 

regulating climate, 

Decides that the proposed progrme of the Executive Director for oceans should: 

Include ocean baseline stations, analogous to the atmospheric baseline stations, which 

could take the form of island stations, data buoys or ships of opportunity; 

Assist in the expansion of the Integrated Global Ocean Stations System to include other 

pollutants in addition to petroleum hydrocarbons; 

Support education and training efforts that should enhance the participation of developing 

nations and thus improve the over-all effectiveness of the oceans progrme. 

40th meeting 

2 May 1975 

UNEP/GC/DEC/33 (LU). Oceans: Conservation of marine muls 

The Governing Council, 

Noting that the Executive Director is providing support for the studies of the interagency 
Advisory Coninittee on Marine Resources Research, 

Recognizing that a need exists to preserve marine ecosystems and to ensure the continued 
survival of different stocks of marine mamals, 

Noting that the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment called for the 

International Whaling Camnission to adopt a 10-year moratorium on camnercial whaling and called 
for Governments to strengthen the Convnission and to increase international research efforts, and 

that the Governing Council at its first meeting endorsed these recomendations, 1" 

I. Requests the Executive Director to support the interagency Advisory Comittee's 

Working Party on Marine Mamals and its symposium, scheduled to be held in 1916; 

2. Further requests the Executive Director to support research on marine mnnnals 

populations and on whales and small cetaceans in particular. 

40th meeting 

2 May 1975 

1/ Oofficial Records of the General Assecrtly, Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 25 

(A/9025), annex I, decision 1(1). 
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FOURTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COMCIL 
(Nairobi, 30 March - 14 April 1916) 

UNEP/GC/DEC/58(IV). 	eans: ft9ional 1iumalLts 

The Governing Council, 

Having considered the reports of the Executive Director on the review of activities 
relating to the enviromnt prograiine, the review of the status of the programme and proposed Fund 
progrrine activities, 1916-1911, a' 

Noting that the Governments of Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, (nan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates have a mutual interest in protecting from pollution the marine area to 
which they are all adjacent, 

Noting further that the interest these States share with respect to the marine 
environment is purely of a regional nature, 

Decides that ininediate steps are necessary to protect the marine area mentioned above 
from pollution by oil from ships and sea-bed exploration and exploitation, and from pollution 
resulting from industrialization in the context of developnent activities; 

Authorizes the Executive Director to pursue these objectives aided by any other 
specialized organization of the United Nations; 

Approves the action of the Government of Kuwait in proceeding with preparatory work 
for convening a regional conference to protect the area in question against pollution, which may 
give rise to an agreement entitled: 

"Kuwait Regional Agreement for Co-operation on the 
Protection of the Marine Environment from Pollution" 

or such other words as may be decided upon at the time of the conference. 

57th meeting 
13 April 1976 

UNEP/GC/0EC/59 (IV). Protection of whales 

The Governing Council, 

Requests the Executive Director to approach the International Whaling Commission in order 
to: 

Express the satisfaction of the Governing Council at recent advances in stock management; 

Urge increased efforts for appropriate controls of further exploitation of whales at the 
twenty-eighth session of the Commission; 

Re-enhasize concern with the conservation of whales as a global renewable resources. 

57th meeting 
13 April 1976 

2_1 UNEP/GC/60, Ut4EP/GCI61 and Corr. 1 and 2 and Add. 1, Add.2 and Corr. 1 and 2 and Add.3, and 
IJNEP/GC/62 and Corr.l, respectively. 
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 9-25 May 1971) 

UNEP/GCIDEC/88 (V). Oceans 

A 

international conventions against marine pollution 

The Governing Council 

Considering the desirability of promoting any measure designed to reduce pollution of the 
seas, 

Further considering that a ntmter of international conventions have been concluded for 
this purpose, 

Considering nevertheless that the application of these conventions is still limited, in 
that not all interested States have yet become parties to them, 

Recommends that States which have not yet acceded to these conventions do so as soon as 
possible. 

75th meeting 
25 May 1917 

B 

Whaling 

The Governing Council, 

Noting that the United Nations Conference on the Human Enviromment called for the 
International Whaling Comnission to adopt a 10 year moratorium on convnercial whaling and called 
for Govercvents to strengthen the Coiinission and to increase international research efforts, " 
and that the Governing Council had repeatedly endorsed these reconinendations, 4' 

Further noting the enhasis expressed by the Scientific Consultation on Marine Maemals in 
Bergen. Norway, in 1976, regarding the continuing need for inproved information about whale and 
cetacean stocks, 

Welcomes the efforts of the International Whaling Coninission in the field of 
conservation and management of whales; 

Requests the Executive Director to call upon the International Whaling Conuvuission at 
its twenty-ninth session to agree on the dates for the planned conference concerning new 
arrangements for the effective conservation of all cetaceans; 

Further requests the Executive Director to extend the support, as appropriate, to 
research activities with respect to the conservation and effective management to conserve whales 
and other cetaceans. 

75th meeting 
25 May 1917 

3/ 	United Nations publication, Sales No. E.13.I1.A.14, chap. II, reconunendation 33. 
4/ 	Decisions 1(j), para. 12(e)(vii), of 22 June 1913, 33(111) of 2 May 1915 and 59(IV) of 

13 April 1916. 
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C 

Regional seas prograivne: Africa 

The Governing Council, 

Considering the increased importance which should be attached to regional seas progrvnes, 

Aware of the acute threat posed to the marine environment by pollution in the Gulf of Guinea, 

?Joti ng wi th satisfaction the action taken by the Executive Di rector in sending a 
mission to the region to undertake exploratory studies on the subject of marine pollution, -' 

Determined to contat marine pollution in the region in accordance with existing 
international conventions, 

Recognizing that the elimination of pollution in the marine enviromnent requires broad 
international co-operation and technical and scientific resources, 

Considering that necessary steps should be undertaken for the development of an action 
plan and a regional agreement to prevent and abate pollution in the Gulf of Guinea, 

Authorizes the Executive Director to pursue action in this area by convening, before 
the sixth session of the Governing Council, in co-operation with the Governments, the Ocean 
Economics and Technology Office of the United Nations Secretariat and other United Nations bodies 
and goverfinental and non-governmental organizations concerned • such meetings as may be necessary 
to prepare for a regional conference of the States concerned, which will consider a draft action 
plan and all related questions; 

Requests the Executive Director, to this end, to provide the technical and financial 
support of the Progrmmie necessary for the preparation and holding of the necessary meetings. 

15th waeti no  
25 May 1911 

0 

Regional seas progre: Asia 

The Governing Council, 

Noting with approval the activities implemented by the Executive Director in accordance 
with Governing Council decisions 50 (IV) and 58 (IV) of 13 April 1916, / 

Having considered the report submitted by the Executive Director to the Governing Council 
at its fifth session, 

Noting also the positive interest manifested by the Governments of Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand in developing a scientific progrmae for the management of 
their seas, 

Observing that this progr, although regional in character, could have results that are 
of broader significance, 

See LIIEP/GC/90 and Corr.1, paras. 501-500. 
6/ Ibid., para. 505. 
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Decides that steps are urgently needed to formulate and establish a scientific 
progre involving research prevention and control of marine pollution and monitoring for this 
regional seas progrmie; 

Invites the Executive Director to assist the countries concerned, as soon as possible, 
with the preparatory and other work required for this purpose; 

Authorizes the Executive Director to apply such resources as may be required in 
conjunction with the appropriate specialized organizations of the United Nations system. 

15th meeting 
25 May1977 

SIXTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 9-25 May 1918) 

UNEP/GC/DEC/6/2. Progre matters 

The Governing Council, 

Having considered the Executive Director's report on the environment progr, 

I 

Notes with approval the efforts of the Executive Director to inrove the 
presentation of the program'ne, and in particular the response to the Governing Council's request 
for a report in detail on selected progranne topics; W 

Notes with satl5factlon the contributions made by organizations within and outside 
the United Nations system to inroving the content of the progrmie doctjnent; 

Urges the Executive Director further to iirçrove the quality of future progrmune 
docnents in line with the agreed principles; 

Calls 	upon organizations of the United Nations system, Govertmunts and 
intergoverwntal and non-governmental organizations to continue to assist the Executive Director 
in preparing the programe document, and in particular calls upon United Nations organizations to 
contribute concrete budgetary data regarding their plans; 

II 

1. Approves the Executive Director's proposals to avmnd the objectives and strategies for: 

The International Register of Potentially Toxic Chemicals; 

Soils; •i/ 

(C) The regional seas progrime; 11-1  

1/ UNEP/GC.6/1 and Corr.l and Add.I. See the Report of the Executive Director, Chap. VI, A 
and D presented in annex to this docwnent for easy reference. 

8/ 	Decision 82 (V). sect. II, para. 1. 
9/ UNEP/GC.6/1, para. 193. 
10/ Ibid., para. 296. 
11/ Ibid., para. 396. 
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Health of people and of the enviromnt; 1?! 

ter; ja' 

Integrated approach to envirolunent and development; 14' 

2. Approves also the Executive Director's proposals to amend. the objectives and 
strategies for and and semi-arid lands ecosystems, J. 1  subject to the following additional 

nendoents being made to the approved objectives and strategy; 1!' 

Objective (iii) to read : To ioprove water availability and quality and animal production 
in these ecological systems; 

Strategy elenent (i) to read: Collaboration with various agencies in the iirovement of 
water quantity and quality 1  and its ecological management in arid and semi-arid lands; 

3. Decides to adopt the revised objectives for water and objectives and strategies for 
environmental training and for env I romnental education contained in the annex to the present 
decision; 

4. Approves the additional activities recommended for support from the Environment Fund; 

S. Endorses the activities and associated actions which have been taken or are proposed 
in the Executive Director's report on the environment progremne, subject to any modifications or 
ienchnents inlied in other decisions taken by the Council on parts of the progrenee; 

6. Requests the Executive Director, in iulementlng the progremne, to take into account 
the views expressed by the Governing Council in the course of its consideration of the enviroement 
progrmne. 

14th mee!!!g 
24 My 1918 

L*IEP/GC/DEC/6fl. Ocaes 

A 

Marine pollution 

The Governing Council, 

Concerned at the increasing frequency and extent of accidents causing pollution of the 
marine environment, recently exemrqlified by the unprecedented OAmDco Cadizlm disaster, 

Mindful of the need to avoid the recurrency of such disasters which have haraful 
consequences on the coastal marine coy I ronment and the hiunan environment in general, 

12/  Ibid., para. 231 
JP Ibid., para. 324. 
JY Ibid., para. 85. 
j/ Ibid., para. 270. 
J/ Ibid., para. 244. 
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Invites the General Assenly to consider for adoption the following draft resolution: 

1The General As5embl, 

"Mindful of the grave dangers posed to the marine environment by the shipping of oil and 
other dangerous substances, 

"Regretting that the various measures to ensure the safety of navigation by the observance 
of the existing international regulations are not applied stringently by all MTIer States, 

"Considering that the conservation of the marine environment represents a basic objective 
for mankind, 

Urges that the conpetent international institutions and organizations, such as the 
Third United Nations Conference on the law of the Sea, the Inter-Government Maritime Consultative 
organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develojnent, expedite and intensify 
their activities relating to the prevention of pollution and the determination of responsibilities 
in this matter; 

Calls upon States Parties to the 1954 Convention for the prevention of Pollution of 
the Sea by Oil to discharge fully their obligations under the Convention and in particular to 
ensure that national legislation adopted is sufficiently stringent to have a genuine deterrent 
effect; 

Urges Plenter States to exanine the possibility of ratifying at the earliest opportunity 
international conventions designed to ensure better protection of the marine environment and 
inprove the safety of navigation (110 Convention No. 147 of 1976, the 1912 Convention on the 
[nternational Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, the 1913 Convention for the Prevention 
of Pollution by Ships and the 1914 Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, among others); 

Urges all States to co-operate in order to inplement material measures for the 
effective contating of marine pollution". 

B 

Regional seas_ppqremne: the Mediterranean 

The Governing Council, 

Considering that the successful achievements of the United Nations Environment Progranme 
in the field of protection of the environment in the Mediterranean region afford a concrete 
exle of both the integrated approach and the proper co-ordinating role that should be the major 
concern of the Progranvne in its activities, 

Considering that the experience gained during the preparation and inplementation of the 
Mediterranean Action Plan should be useful in other regional seas progrms, 

Recalling its observations, in its decision 50(IV) of 13 April 1976 on progrannie and Fund 
programme activities, on the need for the progressive transfer of executive responsibility for the 
Mediterranean Action Plan to the Governments of the region, 

Taking into account the report of the Intergovernmental Review Meeting of Mediterranean 
Coastal States on the Mediterranean Action Plan, 

Recognizing, hover, that open-ended coninitments of monies from the Environment Fund for 
adoinistrative responsibilities are inconsistent with the catalytic role of the Progranme, 
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1. Calls upon the Mediterranean coastal States involved in the Mediterranean Action Plan 
to take increasing financial responsibility for the secretariat costs, with the objective of 
assuming full financial responsibility for such costs at the earliest possible date, and no later 
than the end of 1983; 

Nevertheless invites the Mediterranean coastal States to submit to the Enviroivnent 
Fund proposals for research and other projects which would assist in the effective inlementation 
of the Plan; 

Urges the Executive Director to seek ways of supplementing the Oceans budget line from 
within existing resources, to meet the legitimate requests of various regional seas progrmes. 

14th meeting 
24 May 1918 

SEVENTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 18 April - 4 May 1919) 

UNEP/GC/DEC. 1/8. Regional seas: Mediterranean Action Plan 

The Governing Council, 

Considering the inortance of the Mediterranean Action Plan for the protection of the 
environment and the rational management of the resources of the region, 

Considering further that the experience gained in the Mediterranean and the activities 
to be carried out under the Mediterranean Action Plan will be very useful in the establisliaent of 
projects for other regional seas, 

Recalling its decision 6/1 8 of 24 May 1918, 

Noting resolution I adopted by the Intergovernmental Review Meeting of Mediterranean 
Coastal States held at Geneva in February 1919, 

Mindful of the efforts made by the coastal States to inlement the Mediterranean Action 
Plan, 

Considering its decision 1/14 0 of 3 May 1919 relating to the establistanent of a Regional 
Trust Fund for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution, 

Requests the Executive Director to maintain, for the biennium 1980-1981, the 
coninitment of the United Nations Environment Progrmm to the Mediterranean -Action Plan to 
consider, as part of the next mediwn-tere plan, continuing the ProgrMene's participation in 
progrmmne expenditures, subject to availability of resources; 

Invites the Executive Director to strengthen the Mediterranean Action Plan's existing 
Co-ordination Unit in order to ensure the continuity of the Progrvuue and establish the necessary 
co-ordination between the regional seas progratine activity centre and this Co-ordination Unit. 

11th meeting 
3 May 1979 
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UNEP/GC/DEC/7/12. Regional progring initiatives (Asia) 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decisions 88 0(V) and 90(V) of 25 May 1917 and 6/10 of 24 May 1918 entitled 
respectively Regional Seas Progrn*: Asia, Supporting measures: Education and training, and 
Regional progrmes and progrwning, 

Welcoming the actions taken by the Executive Director towards inlementing these decisions, 

Noting the need for further progress in their inlementation, 

Aware of the steps and initiatives taken by many countries, severally and jointly, in 
fornwlating progres, proposals and projects in this regard under the major priority areas 
relevant to then, 

Considering the increased interest in and search for approaches manifested by neiber 
countries for incorporating environmental planning in development planning, consonant with the 
global environmental progreivne; 

I. Welcomes the various activities undertaken by the countries to ensure inclusion of 
environmental considerations in national development, as well as to develop sound environment 
projects and progrennes; 

Invites the Executive Director to assist and support, as before, the nrber countries 
in their efforts concerning priority issues and progrmies that relate to the environment; 

Urges the Executive Director to carry forward further the process of ii1ementation of 
the above mentioned decisions; 

Requests to this end that adequate financial support be extended by the Environment 
Fund to the regional initiatives of the menther countries. 

10th meeting 
3 Ma 1919 

UNEP/GC/OEC/1/14. Metters relating to the Enviroennt Fund 

0 

Establistvnent of a Trust Fund for the Protection 
of the Mediterranean Sea aqainst Pollution 

The Governing Council, 

Noting with satisfaction the entry into force of the Convention for the Protection of 
the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its related Protocols, 

Noting further the results of the Intergovernmental Review Meeting of Mediterranean 
Coastal States and First Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention 
(Geneva, S-JO February 1979) and in particular the adopted work progriune and related budget for 
the bienniten 1919-1980, 

Recalling its decision 6/1 B of 24 May 1918, whereby it called upon the Mediterranean 
coastal States to take increasing financial responsibility for the secretariat costs of the 
Mediterranean Action Plan, 
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Welcoming the contribution of $3.28 million pledged by the Mediterranean coastal States and 
the European Economic Conniinity for the Regional Trust Fund to contribute towards the costs of the 
Mediterranean Action Plan in the biennitun 1919-1980, 

Noting also the agreement of the Mediterranean coastal States and the European Economic 
Ccnniinity to entrust the Executive Director of the United Nations Enviromient Programme  
temporarily with the acninistration of the Trust Fund, 

Approves, under chapter II, article V. of the general procedures governing the 
operations of the Fund of the United Nations Envlroivnent ProgramT, the establis)rnt of the 
Regional Trust Fund for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution, for a two-year 
period, within the framework of the Envirorment Fund; 

Agrees with the intention of the Executive Director to assume responsibility for 
aninistering the Regional Trust Fund on a twiorary basis for the two-year period, and to 
contribute $1.64 million from the Enviroivnent Fund to support the Mediterranean Action Plan in the 
biennium 1919-1980; 

Decides to review the Trust Fund arrangements at its ninth session in 1981. 

10th meeting 
3 May 1919 

EIGHTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 16-29 April 1980) 

UNEP/GC/DEC/8/13. Oceans: Regional Seas 

A 

Review of the regional seas progravrne 

The Governing Council, 

Bearing in mind that considerable experience has been accurmilated in the last five years 
in the subject area of regional seas which may contribute to the understanding of the global 
problems of marine pollution, 

Recognizing the significance of the work in the field of the marine enviromient which is 
being carried out by several international and intergoverrmental organizations, and the need for 
closer co-ordination of these activities, 

Requests the Executive Director to: 

Consider convening in 1981, in co-operation with relevant international and 
intergoverrinental organizations a goverment expert group to review the activities, the 
achievements and the planned developnent of the regional seas progrne, and of other comparable 
programnes sponsored by other bodies; 

Report on the results of the expert group meeting to the Governing Council at its 
tenth session. 

12th meeting 
29 April 1990  
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B 

Co-ordination of the regional seas progremne with other coonents 
of the environment progrvIne 

The Governing Council, 

Considering the need for world-wide co-operation to control pollution of the seas in order 
to safeguard marine and coastal resources, 

Bearing in mind that environmentally sound management of coastal zones, including the 
control of pollution from land-based sources, is the basic prerequisite for protection and 
management of the marine and coastal environment, 

Acknowledging the wide geographical coverage and the interdisciplinary character of the 
eight regional seas progrms sponsored by the United Nations Environment Progranine, which 
effectively contribute to world-wide protection of the marine environment, 

Considering the need to exemine the a&iinistrative and budgetary arrangements by which the 
regional seas progranine are inlemented and co-ordinated with other components of the environment 
progrm1e, 

Requests the Executive Director: 

To accelerate the effective implementation of the regional seas programie; 

Whenever appropriate, to make funds available from all relevant budgetary lines for 
those activities undertaken in the fremework of the regional seas programmes which relate 
specifically to the work plan approved under such lines; 

To examine the relationship between the regional seas programme and envirormmermtal 
programmes of a regional character, and to report to the Governing Council at its ninth session on 
ways in which the regional seas progranmnes may be strengthened and co-ordinated more effectively 
with other components of the environment programme. 

12th meeting 
29 April 1980 

C 

Extension of the regional seas programme to the East African sea 
and the South-West Atlantic 

The Governing Council, 

Considering the threat to the marine environment in the East African region and the 
South-West Atlantic, 

Bearing In mind the resolution adopted in Noventer 1919 at Seychelles by the East African 
Port Management Association calling upon international organizations to support Governments in the 
East African region in developing a programme for the protection of the marine environmnent in the 
East African region, 

Welcoming the establishment of the regional seas programme by the United Nations 
Envi romment Programme, 



Requests the Executive Director to include the East African and South-West Atlantic 
regions within the regional seas progrime with a view to initiating and carrying out, in 
collaboration with the Governments concerned and the competent organizations of the United Nations 
system, a programe for proper management and conservation of the resources in these areas; 

Further requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its 
ninth session on progress made in the implementation of this decision. 

12th meeti ng  
29 April 1980 

NINTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 13-26 May 1981) 

UNEP/GC/DEC/9/10. Progre matters 

A 

The environment praivne 1980-1983 

The Governing Council, 

Having considered the prograime documentation before it at its ninth session, 

Takes note with appreciation of the progrvne performance report of the Executive 
Director and the medium-term plan, 1982-1983; 11" 

Urges the Executive Director to continue to improve the evaluation aspects of future 
prograine performance reports; 

Requests the Executive Director to pursue the assessment activities identified in the 
programie performance report; 1W 

Approves the revised objectives and strategies for assessment of basic human needs in 
relation to outer limits; 

Takes note of the report 	on international conventions and protocols in the 
field of the environment, and authorizes the Executive Director to transmit it, together with the 
fourth supplement to the list of such conventions and protocols, 2' to the General Asseobly at 
its thirty-sixth session, in accordance with resolution 3436(XXX) of 9 Decenter 1915; 

Authorizes the Executive Director to submit the report on marine pollution, 2_11  on 
its behalf, to the General Assently at its thirty-sixth session, through the Economic and Social 
Council, as called for by the General Assently in resolution 34/183 of 18 Decmther 1919; 

17/ IJNEP/GC.9/5 and Add. 1-5 and LJNEP/GC.9/6 and Add.l. 
18/ UNEP/GC.9/5, para. 18. 
19/ LINEP/GC.9/5/Add.1. 
2/ UNEP/GC/INFOATION/5/Supplenient 4. 
21/ LINEP/GC.5/Add.3. 
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1. Further authorizes the Executive Director to submit the report 	on the 
United Nations Environment Progranine and the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable 
Sources of Energy, on its behalf, to the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session 
in 1981, as called for by the Council in resolution 1980/49 of 23 July 1980; 

Takes note of the work of the United Nations Environment Progrannie and the Food and 
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations on the preparation of a plan of action on marine 
mvinals, and requests, the Executive Director to continue the preparation of the plan with a view 
to its submission to the Governing Council at its eleventh session; 

Approves the activities proposed in the medium.-term plan, 1982-1983; 

Invites the Executive Director to submit more precise budgetary indications for each 
strategy elements in the medium-term plan. 

9th meeting 
26 May 1981 

B 

System-wide medi tin-term environment proqrmne 

The Governing Council, 

Having considered the note of the Executive Director on the system-wide medium-term 
environment programme, 23/ 

Approves, on a provisional basis, the structure and objectives of the system-wide 
medium-term environment programme, and urges the Executive Director, taking into account the views 
expressed by the delegations to the Council at its ninth session and in co-operation with the 
United Nations system, to proceed with the development of the system-wide programme for submission 
to the Council at its tenth session; 

Takes note of the sample detailed presentation, using the exanle of genetic 
resources, of a specific programme area of the system-wide programme. 

9th meeting 
26 May 1981 

Environmental law 

The Governing Council, 

Noting with satisfaction the outcome of the Working Group of Experts on Environmental 
law as contained in its report on the work of its eighth session, 

Wishing to assist Governments in promoting legal protection of the environment against 
marine pollution caused by offshore mining and drilling within the limits of national jurisdiction, 

Bearing in mind its responsibilities to promote international co-operation in the field 
of the environment and to recommend, as appropriate, policies to this end, 

?I UNEP/GC.9/5/Add.4. 
?/ UNEP/GC.9/1. 
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1. Takes note of the conclusions of the study, containing guidelines, on offshore mining 
and drilling within the limits of national jurisdiction annexed to the report of the Working Group 

of Experts on Environmental law on the work of its eighth session; ! 

Requests the Executive Director to circulate the texts of the conclusions to all 

Governments for coumnts; 

Recommends that States consider the guidelines when formulating national legislation 

or undertaking the negotiations for the conclusion of international agreements for the prevention 

of pollution of the marine environment caused by offshore mining and drilling within the limits of 

national jurisdiction; 

Requests the Executive Director to report on these matters to the Governing Council at 
its tenth session. 

meeti ng  

26 May 1981 

UNEP/GC/DEC/9/12. Priorities for serious enviroiaiital problMs  
in the developing countries 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/188 of 18 December 1979, which stresses the need 

for the United Nations Environment Programme to increase the resources available for its projects 

in the developing countries, in accordance with their requirements and priorities, 

Noting with satisfaction the work undertaken by the United Nations Environment 

Programne to deal with the most serious environmental problems in the developing countries, 

Recognizing the need to set priorities for dealing with the most serious environmental 

problems in the developing countries, 

1. 	Decides to identify the following priorities of the developing countries: 

Environment and development, particularly the development of methodologies for sound 

environmental management; 

Terrestrial ecosystems, for ex1e tropical rain forests ecosystems and soil management; 

Supporting measures, particularly in environmental education and training and technca1 
assistance; 

Human settlements and human health, particularly the provision of safe domestic water 
supplies to rural areas and waste management, including control of toxic substances; 	- 	- 

Arid and semi-arid lands, particularly desertification and rangeland disasters; 

Natural disasters; 

Energy, particularly national energy policies; 

24/ UNEP/GC.9/5/Add.5, annex III. 
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(h) Oceans, particularly the conservation of marine living resources, their ecosystems, 
through support for regional seas progrannes; 

Decides further to have the priorities identified above reflected in the system-wide 
mediin-term envirorvnent progrine; 

Calls on the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its tenth 
session on the inlementation of paragraphs 1 and 2 above. 

9th maeting 
26 May 1981 

LJNEP/GC/OEC/9/11. Oceans: Regional Seas 

A 

I,lementation of Governing Council decision 1/8 
of 3 May 1919 and 8/13 B of 29 April 1980 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decisions 1/8 of 3 May 1919 and 8/13 of 29 April 1980, 

Recognizing once again the extensive scope and imiltidisciplinary character of the regional 
seas progrMlnes conducted under the auspices of the United Nations Enviromient Progrrine, which 
provide an effective contribution to the protection of the marine enviroivnent on the world level, 

Underlining the very positive results achieved in the inplementation of the various 
regional seas progrmnes already under way. 

Welcoming the inplementation of the new regional seas progrms adopted since the last 
session of the Governing Council, 

Recognizing also the primerdial inportance of these programies for the protection of 
endangered marine and coastal ecosystems, 

1. Requests the Executive Director: 

To apply the provisions of Governing Council decision 1/8 of 3 May 1979, notably that 
concerning bienniijn 1980-1981; 

To give effect to Governing Council decision 8/13 B of 29 April 1980, particularly the 
provisions requesting the Executive Director, whenever appropriate, to make funds available from 
all relevant budgetary lines for those activities undertaken in the franework of the regional seas 
progrmles which relate specifically to the work plan approved under such lines; 

2. Decides that in execution of the meditin-term plan and within the fremework of the 
budget, increased attention should be paid to the chapters dealing with regional seas, with a view 
to attaining the objectives defined in the various regional seas progravunes, including the 
inplementation of those recently approved. 

9th meeting 
26 May 1901 
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B 

B. Invlementation of Governinn Council decision 8/13 C of 29 April 1980 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decision 8/13 C of 29 April 1980 on the extension of the regional seas 
progrm. 

Noting the report of the Executive Director on the progress made in the impinnentation of 
the above decision. 

Bxpresses satisfaction on the progress made so far in the iu1enentation of its 
decision 8/13 C of 29 April 1980; 

Requests the Executive Director to ca1ete the draft action plans being prepared in 
that connexion for consideration by Governments at the earliest practicable date; 

Urges the Goverrenents of the respective regions to extend maximnm co-operation to the 
Executive Director in the impinmentation of this,decision. 

9th meeting 
26 May 1981 

UNEP/GC/DEC/9/26. M.nag..'nt of Trust Funds 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decisions 6/13 0 of 24 May 1910 and 1/14 0 and 1/14 E of 3 May 1919 approving 

the establishment of the Trust Funds for the Protection and Development of the Marine Envirosnt 
and the Coastal Areas of Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Gean, Qatar, SaUdi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution, and for the 
Convention of International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora respectively, 

Recognizing that all trust funds established by the Secretary-General for which 
responsibility for adsinistration is delegated to the Executive Director are adsinistered in 
accordance with the Financial Rules of the Environment Fund and, in the case of any matter not 
specifically covered by the Financial Rules, mutatis mutandis / and the 
Secretary-General's Bulletin on the Estab1isPvnt and Management of Trust Funds, W 

Noting the request of the Government of Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Dean, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates to transfer responsibility for adsinistering the Regional 
Trust Fund to the Executive Secretary of the Regional Organization for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment and the Executive Director's proposal related thereto, 

Noting further the reccunnendation of the Second Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the 
Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution that the Mediterranean 
regional Trust Fund be wound up on 31 Decauèer 1982 at the latest, 

Taking note of the request of the Third Conference of Contracting Parties of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora that the Trust 
Fund to provide financial support for the aims of the Convention be continued until 
31 Decenber 1983, 

25/ ST/SG8/Financial Rules/l/Ilev.2 
26/ ST/SG8/146/Rev.1 
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Noting further the resolution adopted by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on 
Co-operation in the Protection and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the West 
and Central African Region and in particular the proposed institutional and financial arrangements, 

Taking note also of the agreement among Ministers with responsibility for the environment 
of the States mevers of the Association of South-East Asian Nations to finance the iilenentation 
of the Action Plan for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas 
of the East Asian Region through the mechanism of a trust fund, 

Taking note of the establisiwnent of the Trust Fund for Regional Training Workshops on 
Environmental Management, 

Welcoming the pledges of contributions to the financing of the existing and proposed new 
trust funds made by the Contracting Parties to the relevant Conventions, 

1. Approves under chapter 11, article V P  of the General Procedures governing the 
operations of the Environment Fund and subject to the consent of the Secretary-General: 

The continuation of the Trust Fund for the Protection and Development of Marine 
Environment and the Coastal Areas of Bahrain, Iran, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates until 31 Decmter 1981; 

The continuation of the Trust Fund for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against 
Pollution until 31 Decether 1982 at the latest; 

The continuation of the Trust Fund for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora until 31 Decenter 1983; 

The establishment of a Trust Fund for the Protection and Development of the Marine 
Environt and the Coastal Areas of the West and Central African Region for an initial two-year 
period extending to 31 Decenter 1983; 

The establishment of a Trust Fund for the inplementation of the Action Plan for the 
Caribbean Environment Progr1ne for an initial two-year period extending to 31 Oeceter 1983; 

The establishment of a Trust Fund for the inplmnentation of the Action Plan for the East 
Asian Seas for an initial two-year period extending to 31 Decenter 1983. 

2. Agrees with the intention of the Executive Director, subject to the consent of the 
Secretary-General, to accept responsibility for atninistering these trust funds for as long as he 
is requested to do so; 

3. Urges States to pay their contributions to the trust funds pronqtly at the beginning of 
the calendar year to which the contribution applies. 

9th meeting 
26 May 1981 
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SESSION OF A SPECIAL CHARACTER OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 10-18 May 1982) 

RESOUJTIONS OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL AT ITS 
SESSION OF A SPECIAL CHARACTER 

Resolution I 

The .nvlroemat in 1112: rtrepert aed preapect 

The Governing Couraci 1, 

Having met in Nairobi from 10 to 18 May 1982 in a session of a special character to 
cuvmemorate the tenth anniversary of the United Nations Conference on the Huean E1wiro3nt, held 
at Stockholm from 5 to 16 June 1912, 

Having taken into account the report of the Executive Director entitled N me environment 
in 1982: retrospect and prospect', ?L/ 

Reaffirming its coimitment to the in1ementation of the Action Plan for the buean 
Environment adopted by the Stockholm Conference, 

Convinced that the principles of the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the 
Hunan environment are as valid today as they were in 1912, and, together with the principles 
adopted in Nairobi at session of a special character, provide basic guidance for effective and 
sustained environment progress, 

III 

Major environmental trends, potentiaiproblems and priorities for action 
for the United Nations system co-ordinated by the United Nations 

Environment Programie. during the perIod 1982-1992 

Considers that the United Nations system most be alert to and retain the necessary 
progranme flexibility for addressing major environmental trends and problems which may emerge or 
become more pronounced during the coming decade; 

The trends, problems and priorities for action which should receive attention by the 
United Nations system, and specifically through the system-wide prograrine activities co-ordinated 
by the United Nations Environment Prograilne, are listed below: 

(a) Atmosphere 

Trends and problems: Continued deterioration in urban air quality in developing 
countries and, in the case of some pollutants, in developed countries, long-range transport of air 
pollution, including SO2 and NOx  emissions that give rise to acid rains, continued increase of 
CO2, other trace gases and particulates in the atmosphere, possible depletion of stratospheric 
ozone, possible effects of hanan activities on weather and climate, extreme meteorological events 
such as tropical cyclones, floods and droughts; 

gi UNEP/GC(SS0/2 and Corr.l (Russian only) and Corr.2. 
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Priority for action: Integrated monitoring of atmospheric pollutants and their effects, 

development and promotion of appropriate global, regional and national progrmies; guidelines or 

conventions to respond to these problems; improvement of early-warning indicators for extreme 

meteorological events; understanding of factors affecting climate, including ocean-atmosphere 
interactions; 

Oceans 

Trends and problems: Encreasing pollution of the seas with oil and other substances from 

land-based sources and from ships; pollution of estuaries and coastal waters; overfishing; 
environmentally inappropriate exploitation of marine and coastal resources, despite expansion of 

mariculture and protected areas; 

Priority for action: Development and application of methods for monitoring, assessing, 

reducing and preventing: (i) pollution of the seas, including oil pollution; (ii) degradation of 

natural resources including mangrove and coral areas; development of new and strengthening of 

existing progrmes and conventions for the environmental protection of regional seas; further 

development of plans and procedures for the management of marine resources; further development of 

mariculture and the establishment of marine protected areas; and support for disaster mitigation; 

Water 

Trends and problems: Depletion and deterioration of surface water and ground water with 

increasing demand for drinking, agriculture and industry, and rising pollution in most countries; 

continued acidification and eutrophication of fresh waters; environmental problems created by 

water development projects; inadequate water basin management; transboundary water pollution, and 

continued technical difficulties in management of surface waters and ground waters shared by two 

or more States; 

Priority for action: Assistance in the implementation of the objectives of the 

International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, and in the promotion of guidelines for 

environmentally sound water managenent, including transboundary water management and pollution and 

related enviromntal aspects; management of inland fisheries and aquaculture; premotion of 

techniques for rational water management including river basin management, pollution control, 

recycling of domestic and industrial waste water and flood control, prevention of water waste; 

promotion of assessment of environmental impact of water resources development projects; 

Lithosphere 

Trends and problems: Environmental impacts resulting from increased mineral extraction, 

especially by surface mining and quarrying, and from mining of coal, tar sands and oil shales, and 

disposal of waste; environmental hazards caused by earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tidal waves 

and landslides; 

Priority for action: Encouragement of technology for economic use of minerals, including 

recycling; further development of methods of environmental impact assessment of mineral resource 

extraction; further development and promotion of improved methods for rehabilitation of land 

following mineral extraction, and satisfactory disposal or reutilization of wastes generated by 

human activities; further development of early-warning systems for volcanic eruptions, earthquakes 

and tidal waves; 

Terrestrial biota and bioproductive systems 

Trends and problems: l'bunting world food demand only partially satisfied because of 

inadequacies of production and distribution; continued severe soil degradation and desertification 

as a result of inappropriate agricultural practices, erosion, and deforestation; loss of 
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agricultural land as a result of urbanization, adverse lepacts on land and water resources frcin 
increasing land-use conflicts between agricultural production, fuelwood and other energy crops, 
protected areas and homan settlements; adverse effects of slash-and-burn agriculture or other 
inappropriate agricultural practices; loss of potentially valuable genetic resources, including 
wild flora and fauna, as a result of deforestation and use and canercialization of endangered 
species; adverse inpacts of inproper or increased use of fertilizers and pesticides; depletion of 
wetlands; 

Priority for action: Monitoring and assessment of land conditions and capability in 
developing countries; monitoring and assessment of tropical ecosystems including changes in forest 
cover; formulation and promotion of progremne activities for sustainable management of soils, 
tropical forests, genetic resources and for contating desertification; development of 
environmentally sound faming and forestry practices, including agroforestry, integrated pest 
management and proper use of fertilizers; prevention of post-harvest food losses; reutilization of 
agricultural and agro-industrial residues; development of appropriate international procedures and 
instruments for handling and use of and international trade in pesticides; promotion of 
inpiementation of national and regional plans of action following the World Conservation Strategy; 
protection of wetlands and the designation of biosphere reserves; promotion of planning of urban 
development of natural resources; 

(f) Population and human settlements 

Trends and problems: Continued growth of human population despite some decline in the 
rate of world population increase; high rate of urbanization that outstrips the capacity of 
Govermnents to provide essential services in urban centres; growth of slums; disruption of rural 
communities and major inadequacies in rural services; envirommental degradation due to the 
distortion of traditional patterns of pastoral nomadis.n; 

Priority for action: Research into the interrelationship between population growth and 
the enviromnent; development and promotion of application of guidelines for environmentally sound 
planning or rural and urban settlements, including provision of services and infrastructure; 
improvement of methods for safe disposal and re-use of urban wastes; social and envIronmental 
support for the nomads; 

(9) Health 

Trends and problems: Continued massive prevalence of infectious and parasitic diseases, 
malnutrition, inadequate safe water supplies, and lack of sanitation and food safety in developing 
countries; increased resistance of pathogens or their intermediary agents to chemical control; 
increase in disease incidence associated with development schemes; increasing nier and 
prevalence of potentially toxic chemicals and residual micro-pollutants in the living and working 
environments; illnesses related to life-styles and the working environment; continued danger from 
trade in hazardous substances and inadequacies in their safe disposal; 

Priority for action: Development of environmental health measures, including methods for 
the environmental control of disease vectors and parasites and for improvement of sanitation in 
settlements, and iwprovement of hygiene, especially in developing countries; continued monitoring, 
notably in the Global Envirommental Monitoring System, and preparation of procedures, principles 
and guidelines within the International Progre on Chemical Safety; development and promotion of 
the application of procedures, principles or guidelines for safe trade, handling and transport of 
hazardous substances and disposal of hazardous wastes; follow-up to the list of dangerous 
substances and processes prepared by the United Nations Environment Progre; 

(h) Energy 

Trends and problems: Enviromemntal impacts of continued increase in demand for fuelwood, 
expanding nuclear energy progrewues and wastes generated in the production of energy; increasing 
use of coal; positive and negative aspects of intensified development and use of new and renewable 
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sources of energy, and increase in energy plantations; some success in the development of energy 
conservation progrrmes; 

Priority for action: Support for reafforestation policies in developing countries, 
including encouragement of the use of fast-growing species; promotion of improved energy 
efficiency and conservation methods; development and promotion of guidelines for environmentally 
sound development of new and renewable sources of energy, and of nuclear energy; promotion of 
global strategies for energy conservation and diversification; 

Ci) Industry and other economic development 

Trends and problems: Continuing risks of serious pollution and natural resource 
degradation from inappropriate industrial develofitent and existing industries, despite some 
progress in the development of low and non-waste technology and of improved systems of pollution 
control; inefficiency in the use of natural resources and energy in industry and other progrwnes 
of economic development; inadequate environmental consideration in the siting and technologies of 
industrial and other economic activities, and in international trade and investments; 

Priority for action: Development and promotion of guidelines for assessment of 
environmental impacts of industrial and other economic development (planning, siting, construction 
and operational control), for the improvement of the htmian envirnmmnt, and for the rational use 
of natural resources with special emphasis on the development of non-waste and low-waste 
technologies; preparation of principles or guidelines for environmental management of industry for 
the transport, handling (including storage) and disposal of toxic and dangerous wastes, and for 
minimization of water pollution resulting from industry; promotion of integration of environmental 
considerations in the development process; evolution of principles, guidelines or codes of conduct 
for promotion of environmentally sound practices in international trade and investments; 
improvement in the access to technical achievements which are of practical promise for the 
management of the environment; 

(i) Peace, security and the envirorwTnt 

Trends and problems: The continuing increase in the production, stock-piling and risk of 
use of weapons of mass destruction and the development of new types of chemical and 
bacteriological weapons not only pose a major threat to the environment and even to life on earth, 
but also conete for limited resources that could be better used for constructive purposes; 

Priority for action: In support of the continuing efforts in the United Nations General 
Assenthly, and especially in its special session on disarmament and the Disarmament connittee, to 
ensure that the environmental implications of existing and new types of arnwnents and warfare are 
taken into account; 

Iv 

Basic orientations of the United Nations 
Environment Programne for 1982-1992 

1. Considers that, on the basis of the new perceptions described in section II, the 
United Nations Environment Programne which is the global enviromnental organization at Government 
level, in keeping with its mandate and with the support of organizations of the United Nations 
system, should focus its attention on three major areas and should: 

(a) Stimulate, co-ordinate and catalyse monitoring and assessment of environmental problems of 
world-wide concern and initiate and co-ordinate international co-operation in dealing with such 
problems; 
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Promote and co-ordinate appropriate policies and programies for rational resource and 
environmental management as an integral part of economic and social development with particular 
attention to the needs of developing countries; 

Promote, co-ordinate and direct activities in the fields of information, education, 
training and national institution-building especially for developing countries, as well as the 
further development of environmental law and guidelines and methodologies of environmental 

tit, ind, where Nupplmrnttry funds are available, assist in the implementation of these 
activi ties; 

2. Further considers that with these three over-all basic orientations in mind, the 
objectives of the ProgrmIe should be: 

(a) In the area of environmental assessment; 

To improve early warning indicators of significant environmental changes; 

To improve the planning and co-ordination of monitoring at the global and regional 
levels; 

To produce concrete assessment statements for important environmental problems and 
their human health, social and economic implications; 

To establish better links between the Global Environmental Monitoring System, the 
International Referral System for sources of environmental information, the 
International Register of Potentially Toxic Chemicals and national and international 
data centres; 

To promote the establishment of reliable global, regional and national environmental 
statistics and state of the environment reporting as a basis for evaluating major 
trends and deciding on any necessary action; 

(b) In the area of environmental management; 

To promote environmentally sound patterns of development and to participate in the 
implementation of the International Development 5trategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade; 

To strive for the improvement of cost/benefit and cost/effectiveness evaluation of 
environmental measures, environmental assessment of development activities and 
intregrated physical planning for rational use of natural resources; 

To promote the adoption and implementation by States of legal and other appropriate 
instruments for assessing the effects on the environment of potentially harmful 
activities under their jurisdiction and control, as well as the dissemination of 
information and the public use thereof; 

To promote the development of more cost-effective solutions to environmental management 
problems, in particular such solutions adapted to the needs of developing countries; 

To develop guidelines for environmentally sound development planning; 

To promote and continue to contribute to the activities of the United Nations system 
in the area of the interrelationships emong population, resources, envirorinent and 
development; 
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(c) In the area of supporting measures; 

	

Ii) 	To strengthen the existing arrangements within the United Nations Environment Progrrme 
and between it and the United Nations Development Progrwie and other organizations of 
the United Nations system with a view to enhancing the capacity of developing countries 
to deal with their environmental problems and concerns, including methodologies of 
sound environmental management, as part of their sustainable economic and social 

development; 

	

(ii) 	To promote and facilitate the strengthening, within countries, of institutional 
arrangements for effective assessment of environmental impact of development and 
environmental management; 

	

(iii) 	To promote, co-ordinate and catalyse, in co-operation with relevant institutions at 
the United Nations system, activities in the area of environmental education and 
training and public awareness with particular emphasis on: 

a Application of new education methods and better teacher training progrines 
through research and institution-building and the integration of an environmental 
component into school curricula, and seeking to improve the quality of education 
and training through making adaptations to existing facilities; 

b 	Increased training of specialists in various fields of environmental activities 

c Better dissemination of information to the media, the general public and scientific 
audiences; 

d 	Integration of an environmental component in the training of enterprise managers, 
technicians, skilled workers and decision-makers concerned with environmental and 
resource management; 

	

(iv) 	To encourage national and regional arrangements for the provision of information and 
crucial and emerging environmental issues, for example on the use of technology and 
products condemned in the country of origin; 

	

(v) 	To support Governments and non-governmental and youth organizations in their efforts 
to increase environmental awareness and to encourage Governments to provide for strong 
public participation in the planning and implementation of environmental activities; 

	

(vi) 	To encourage and facilitate the development of legal instrtnents relating to the 
environment at the national and international levels and to monitor their 
ielementation; and within its mandate, to promote the development of further 
guidelines, principles or agreements and to facilitate their application in areas of 
global and regional environmental concern in co-_operation with the responsible 
international organizations; 

	

(vii) 	To encourage the further exiiination of economic measures, such as pricing policies, 
incentives and pollutant and effluent charges which may be applied to complement 
environmental regulations; 

3. ConsIders also that in pursuing the above-mentioned objectives the United Nations 
Environment 'rogranue should be guided by the major environmental trends, potential problems and 
priorities for action identified in section III, and should concentrate in particular on: 
promotion of land and water management, including control of desertification and deforestation; 
protection of natural resources; promotion of the international Drinking Water Supply and 
Sanitation Decade; promotion of new and renewable sources of energy; promotion of regional seas 
programies; prevention of environmental disturbances from air pollution; promotion of chemical 
safety and control of hazardous substances; 
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V 

Planning and implementation of environmental activities 

1. Solemnly urges Governments: 

To establish or strengthen national mechanisms for proper and timely identification and 
assessment of changes in the environment, 	including the national ccxiiponents of Earthwatch, 
especially their monitoring stations and their focal points for the International Referral System; 

To establish or strengthen national mechanisms for the integration of environmental 
considerations into development planning; 

To fit management techniques to environmental circtmstances in dealing with sectoral 
problems; 

2. 	rzwl tes all 	Governments, 	i ntergoverrinental organ i zat ions and non-governmental 
organizations to ensure that the priorities for action mentioned in section III above are accorded 
high priority within their respective programies; 

3. Requests the Executive Director, by means of close co-operation within the outside the 
United Nations system to ensure, in the planning and iplementation of environmental activities, 
that: 

The basic orientations identified in Section IV above, and in particular, the objectives 
contained in paragraph 8, with special emphasis on the needs of the developing countries, serve as 
primary guides and are accorded high priority; 

Such planning and implementation are responsive to regional and subregional needs and 
national conditions and capabilities; 

These activities are concrete, have fixed priorities, are realistic and within a realistic 
time-freme, where possible undertaken collaboratively, implemented within an acbninistratively 
simple fremework and with adequate technical and financial support; 

4. Also Invites the governing bodies of the relevant organizations of the United Nations 
system to integrate the major environmental trends over the next ten years effectively in their 
action plans, and, on the basis of those trends, in close co-operation with the United Nations 
Environment progrmie, to draw up appropriate measures for environmental protection with due 
regard to available resources; 

5. Requests the ackninistrative heads of the relevant organizations of the United Nations 
system to intensify their co-operation with the Executive Director in the effective implementation 
of approved progrivnes in the field of the environment for the next ten years; 

6. Requests the Executive Director to intensify co-operation with intergovernmental 
organizations outside the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations and, as 
appropriate, support their work, and to invite such organizations to intensify their efforts in 
the field of the environment; 

1. 	Urges all donors to respond positively and increase their assistance, in accordance with 
established procedures and with the priorities of developing countries, to help meet their 
technical and financial requirements, particularly in their efforts aimed at evolving national 
progrnnes of research and development, technology, institutional approaches and machineries for 
dealing with environmental problems; 
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VI 

Institutional arrangements for the United Nations 
Environment Proqrune 

	

1. 	Considers that the institutional arrangements for internatioal co-operation in the 
field of the environment - the Governing Council, the secretariat, the co-ordination process 
within the United Nations system through the Acninistrative Casirnittee on Co-ordination and the 
Environment Fund - are, generally speaking, adequate and appropriate; 

2. Encourages Governments to keep under close and continuing review the functioning of 
these institutional arrangements and the implementation of the environmental activities of the 
organizations of the United Nations system with a view to improved co-ordination, progrrme 
strengthening and greater over-all effectiveness and efficiency in their application of financial 
and manpower resources; 

	

3. 	Considers that the catalytic, co-ordinating and stimulating role of the United Nations 
Environment Prograsmne remains appropriate and will require the continuing attention of the 
Governing Council in the light of section IV, paragraph 1(c), bearing in mind the responsibilities 
of other bodies of the United Nations system; 

	

4. 	Invites the Governing Council, at its regular sessions, to: 

Give over-all policy guidance on global, contemporary and emerging issues; 

Set priorities for the implementation of the progranmes approved by it and assure that 
funds and/or other resources are made available in accordance with these priorities; 

(C) Address itself more to governing bodies of other organizations of the United Nations 
system dealing with various environmental issues; 

5. Requests the Executive Director, in preparing the system-wide medium-term environment 
progralune in harmony with the procedures agreed to by the Comi ttee for Progrnne and 
Co-ordination, to emphasize the process of thematic joint prograzslning, to intensify his 
consultations with various organizations of the United Nations system in the further developinmnt 
of the prograimie, and to ensure that the relationships between the secretariat of the 
United Nations Environment Progranine and its co-operating agencies and supporting organizations 
continue to be positive and constructive; 

6. Stresses the important present and future role of the Environment Fund; 

	

7. 	Stresses further that, in view of the basic orientations described in section IV 
above, renewed efforts are necessary, and therefore: 

Strongly appeals to Governments to ensure that their contributions are in line with 
those objectives and basic orientations; 

Requests the Executive Director to continue his campaign to broaden participation in 
and secure a higher level of contribution to the Fund, and seek other modalities of funding, and 
to continue his consultations with the Secretary-General to ensure application of the rationale 
for the distribution of the costs of the prograsime between the regular budget of the 
United Nations and the Environment Fund; 

Further requests the Executive Director to develop and put into effect mechanisms to 
ensure that budgetary measures are more responsive to regional, subregional and national needs. 

13th meeting 
18 May 1982 
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Resolution II 

Special comwission on long-term environmental strategies 

The Governing Council, 

Meeting in a session of a special character, 

Recognizing the need to assist the world conmunity in better defining long-term 
envi rormiental strategies, 

Invites the Governing Council at its tenth session to reconTnend to the General 
AssenVly, subject to exenination and finalization of the question according to paragraph 3 below, 
that it establish a special coninission to be financed through voluntary contributions; 

Recoirunends that the task of the special coninission should be inter alia to 
propose long-term environmental strategies for achieving sustainable development to the year 2000 
and beyond. The Coninission should present its report within two years, through the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Environment Progrmie, to the General Assenly for consideration and 
action; 

Requests the Executive Director to present to the Governing Council at its tenth session 
the question of establishing such a commission and its terms of reference and financial 
arrangements. 

13th meeting 
18 May 1982 

TENTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 20-31 May 1983) 

UNEP/GC/DEC/ 10/14. Programme metters 

The Governing Council, 

V 

Regional Marine Proqramies 

Endorses the recommendations of the Meeting of Government Experts on Regional Marine 
Programmes. !/ 

9th meeting 
31 Play 1982 

UNEP/GC/DEC.10/20. Expansion and i,1e.entation of 
the regional seas progrme 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling recommendations of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 32 and 
33 on mima1s, 46 to 48 on international co-operation in the field of living marine resources, and 
86 to 91 on the monitoring and study of marine pollution, its effects and appropriate remedies, 

28/ UNEP/GC.10/5/Add.4, annex IV. 
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Recalling its own decisions 82(V), 6/2, 8/13 and 9/11. 

Recalling the reconinendations of intergovernmental conferences on the marine environment, 
including the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on Co-operation in the Protection and Development of 
the Marine Enviroment and Coastal Areas of the West and Central African Region, ?/ 

Recalling also the recommendations of the Meeting of Government Experts on Regional Marine 
Prograines, held at Nairobi in January 1982, W 

Considering the urgent need to protect fragile coastal ecosystems and the serious problem 
of coastline erosion, 

Welcoming all the regional action plans already adopted and new action plans to be adopted 
for the envirorvuental protection of regional seas, 

Noting also the establishment of the South Asia Co-operative Environment Progrmae, which 
inter alia refers to action concerning a regional seas progrme, 

Requests the Executive Director to enter into consultations with the concerned States 
of the South Asian Co-operative Environment Progrnne to ascertain their views regarding the 
conduct of a regional seas prograr,ne in the South Asia seas; 

Urges all me,ther States to give fullest support to the adoption and ratification of 
relevant conventions and protocols for the protection and development of the regional marine 
environment and coastal areas; 

Invites participating menther States to pay their contributions in support of the 
inlementation of the regional action plan; 

Urges all Governments, the organizations of the United Nations system, and other 
intergovernmental, non-governmental and other organizations to extend their full support to the 
countries concerned in their efforts to cenat coastal erosion and marine pollution; 

Calls upon the Executive Director to provide adequate funds to the regional seas 
programme; 

Requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its eleventh 
session on the implementation of the present decision. 

9th meetinq 
31 May 1982 

UNEP/GC/DEC/10/21. The Enviroememt Fund 

The Governing Council, 

11. Approves the continuation of the Trust Fund for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea 
against pollution and of the Trust Fund for the Protection and Development of the Marine 
Environment and the Coastal Areas of Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, (nan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates until 31 Decener 1983; 

10th meetii Ig 
31 May 1982 

29/ UNEP/IG.22/7. 
/ IJIEP/WG.63/4. 
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ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 11-24 May 1983) 

UNEP/GC/D€C/11/1. Frogramm policy and i1.m.ntatiosi 

The Governing Council, 

II. STATE-OF-THE-ENVIRONMENT MO ENVIRONMENTAL DATA REPORTS 

8. Further requests the Executive Director to consider the potential role of the 
Progrivne in facilitating, inter alia, the monitoring of acidity of rainful in developing 
countries where the extent of the acid rain problem is as yet unascertained, and the review, in 
conjunction with the International Atomic Energy Agency and the Coimiission of the Convention on 
the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Duning of Wastes and Other Matter, of the environmental 
inplications of the disposal of radioactive wastes at sea; 

meet i ng  
24 May 198. 

UNEPIGC/DEC/11/1. Progr 	tters 

PART FOUR: OCEANS 

A. Global marine environment: Co-operation between the United Nations Enviroement 
Proqrenme and the Interqoverinta1 Oceanographic Coission 

The Governing Council, 

Noting the information provided by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Camission on its 
ongoing and planned prograilnes in the fields of marine pollution research and monitoring, 

Recognizing the value of such information as a basis for the discharge by the Governing 
Council of its over-all co-ordination function, 

Considering that a joint approach by the United Nations Environment Progrune and the 
Comeission on matters of interest to both organizations will contribute to the optimmn use of 
resources and skills available to them, and will be of benefit to mmer States; 

Aware of resolution XII 20 and 21 adopted by the Assly of the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Coninission at its twelfth session, 

Notes the co-operation existing since 1975 between the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Comnission and the United Nations Environment Programue; 

Encourages the Comeission to continue to report periodically to the Governing Council 
on its own work and that of its subsidiary bodies, particularly on matters concerning the marine 
environment; 
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3. Encourages further co-operation and co-ordination within available resources between 
the Programme and the Conunission on projects of mutual interest on a global basis, such as the 
regional seas progrMune, the Programie for the Global Investigation of Pollution in the Marine 
Environment and the Marine Pollution Monitoring System; 

B. EM@nsion and ia1ementation of the Regional Seas Pro-gram ie  

The Governing Council 

Recalling recomnendations of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 32 and 
33 on munals, 46 to 48 on international co-operation in the field of living marine resources, and 
86 to 91 on the monitoring and study of marine pollution, its effects and appropriate 
remedies, J/ 

Recalling its own previous decisions on the regional seas progranme, 

Recalling the reconmendations of intergoverrinental conferences on the marine environment, 
including the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the 
Wider Caribbean Region held in Cartagena, Coloobia, 

Welcoming all the regional action plans already adopted for the environmental protection of 
regional seas, 

Noting also the consultations carried out in accordance with Council decision 10/20 of 
31 May 1982 among meriers of the South Asia Co-operative Enviroivient Programne concerning seas 
programne, 

Requests the Executive Director to designate the South Asian Seas a region to be 
included in the regional seas programne in close collaboration with the South Asia Co-operative 
Environment Progr,,ne and Goverrinents in the region, and to assist in the formulation of a plan of 
action for the environmental protection of the South Asian Seas; 

Urges all menter States to give fullest support to the adoption and ratification of 
relevant conventions and protocols for the protection and development of the regional marine 
environment and coastal areas; 

Invites participating merbar States to pay their contributions in support of the 
inlementation of the existing regional seas action plans; 

Urges all Governments, the organizations of the United Nations systen, and other 
intergovernmental, non-goverrinental and other organizations to extend their full support to the 
countries concerned in their efforts to cat coastal erosion and marine pollution; 

Calls upon the Executive Director to provide adequate funds to the regional seas 
progrnee, as a high priority; 

10th meej!!9 
24 May 1983 

31/ Report of the United Nations Conference on the Ntinan Envircrunent (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.13.I1.A.14), chap. II. 
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UNEP/GC/OEC/1 1/10. Tb. EnvIru...iM Fund 

The Governing Counci 1, 

24. Approves the extension for a further two years until 31 Deceu*ser 1985 of trust funds 
established under the rules of the Environment Fund, as follows: 

The Regional Trust Fund for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environnt and 
Coastal Areas of Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Dean, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emi rates; 

The Trust Fund for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution; 

The Trust Fund for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora; 

The Trust Fund for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and Coastal 
Areas of the I'st and Central African Region; 

The regional Trust Fund for the Inplementation of the Action Plan for the Caribbean 
Envi rorinent Progremne; 

The Regional Trust Fund for the In1ementation of the Action Plan for the Protection and 
Development of the Marine Envirolrwnent and Coastal Areas of the East Asian Seas; 

25. Urges Governments to pay their contribution to the trust funds as near as possible to 
the beginning of the calendar year to which the contribution applies; 

8th meet i ng  
23Myl9a3 

TWELFTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 16-29 May 1984) 

tJNEP/GC/DEC/12/12. EnvIrontal awg-'nt 

The Governing Council, 

I. Marine PInma1s 

Endorses the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, Management and Utilization of 
Marine Namtals L21  as a timely and valuable frnework for policy planning and progrne 
formulation by the international conununity. 

Notes the efforts of the Executive Director to prepare and submit a financial plan for 
the implementation of the Plan of Action; 

Appeals to all Governments and international organizations to make firii ccminitments to 
the Plan of Action; 

/ IIIEP/GC.12/15, annex I. 
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4. 	Requests the Executive Director to praixte a broad-based response to the Plan of 
Action, drawing upon the capabilities of existing institutions to the maxinim extent possible and 
utilizing the catalytic role of the United Nations Environment ProgralTrne as appropriate; 

5. 	Requests the Executive Director to take the following approach in securing additional 
financial cormiitments in support of the Plan of Action; 

To circulate to potential donors fact sheets on individual projects identified for the 
implementation of the Plan; 

To investigate the possibility, in the case of projects with a strong regional ccsronent, 
of adopting a regional approach to their funding in consultation with the countries concerned; 

6. 	InvItes the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its thirteenth 
session on the response of Governments and international organizations to the Plan of Action. 

VIII. Marine pollution 

Notes the progress made in the implementation of decision li/i, part four, section A, 
and welcomes the increased co-operation between the United Nations Environment Programe and the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Coninission; 33/ 

Notes also the progress made in the implementation of decision 11/1 section II, 
paragraph 8, with regard to the review of environmental implications of the disposal of 
radioactive wastes at sea; 

Urges the Executive Director to continue to co-operate with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and other relevant organizations in studies in the area of the environmental impact 
of the disposal of radioactive wastes on the sea-bed as well as in the area of sea-bed mining; 

IX. Regional seas 

Notes the progress made in the implementation of decision Il/i, part four, section 6, 
on the expansion and implementation of the regional seas progrnne; 35/ 

urges concerned States to give full support to the adoption and ratification of 
relevant regional conventions and protocols for the protection and development of the marine 
environment and coastal areas; 

invItes participating mener States to pay their contributions to the trust funds 
established in support of the implementation of the regional action plans. 

14th meeting 
28 May 1984 

33/ UNEP/GC.12/12, paras. 35 and 36. 
34/ IJNEP/GC.12/2, chap. IV, para. 205. 
35/ UNEP/GC.12/12, paras. 31-39. 
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THIRTEENTH SESSIOI OF THE GOVERNING COtJNCIL 
(Nairobi, 19-24 May 1985) 

UNEP/GC/DEC.13/18. Enviroanental law 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decisions 10121 of 31 May 1982, paragraph 8, 11/1 of 24 May 1983, part two, 
section 6, and 12/14 of 28 May 1984, 

Having considered the reports of the Executive Director on progrvrne matters 	and 
other documents in the field of environmental law, 

Noting with appreciation the progress made in the inlementation of the Montevideo 
Progranine for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental law, 32l and in particular 
the adoption of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone layer on 22 March 1985, and 
of the Montreal Guidelines for the Protection of the Marine Environment Against Pollution from 
land-based Sources L on 19 April 1985, 

Conscious of the need for all Governments to continue to participate actively in the 
in1ementation of the environmental law progrmie, and to consider hosting or funding future 
working group sessions under the Montevideo Progrune, 

II. Protection of the marine environment against 
pollution from land-based sources 

Takes note of the final report of the Ad hoc Working Group of Experts on the 
Protection of the Marine Environment against Pollution from Land-based Sources; 19-1  

Notes with appreciation the support provided to the Working Group by the 
Government of Canada; 

Encourages States and international organizations to take the Montreal Guidelines for 
the Protection of the Marine Environment against Pollution from Land-based Sources into account in 
the process of developing bilateral, regional and, as appropriate, global agreements in this field; 

Requests the Executive Director to distribute the Guidelines to all States and 
international organizations concerned; 

IV. Shared natural resources and legal aspects 
of offshore mining_and drilling 

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on shared natural resources and 
legal aspects of offshore mining and drilling, ' and authorizes the Executive Director to 
transmit it on behalf of the Council, together with any comnents made by delegations thereon, to 
the General Assently at its fortieth session in accordance with Assently resolution 31/211 of 
20 Decener 1982; 

36/ UNEP/GC.13/9 and Add 1-3. 
j_/ IJNEP/GC.I0/5/Add.2 and Corr.l and 2, annex, chap. II. 
38/ UNEP/GC.13/9/Add.3, annex. 
39/ UNEP/WG.120/3. 

1 tUIEP/OC. 13/9/Add. 1. 
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Recomrrsends to the General Assenthly that it should take note of the report submitted 
to it by the Council in accordance with paragraph 1 above, and reiterate the terms of Assently 
resolution 34/186 of 18 Decenter 1979 as a whole; 

Invites the General Assently to request the Council to submit a further progress 
report on the iirlementation of resolution 34/186 in 1981; 

Calls on Governments to make use of the principles of conduct in the field of the 
environment for the guidance of States in the conservation and harmonious utilization of natural 
resources shared by two or more States, contained in the report of the Intergovernmental Working 
Group of Experts on Natural Resources Shared by Two or More States established under Council 
decision 44(1 U) of 25 April 1915, J.J and the conclusions of the study of the legal aspects 
concerning the environment related to offshore mining and drilling within the limits of national 
jurisdiction undertaken by the Working Group of Experts on Environmental Law, 	as guidelines 
and reconmendations in the formulation of bilateral or multilateral conventions, on the basis of 
the principle of good faith and in the spirit of good neighbourliness, and in such a way to 
enhance and not adversely affect development and the interest of all countries, in particular 
those of the developing countries; 

15th meeting 
24 May 1985 

UNEP/GC/DEC.13/25. Marine pollution 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling section VIII of its decision 12112 of 28 May 1984, 

Noting the progress made in assessing marine pollution problems and in developing 
methodologies, reference methods and guidelines required for such assessments, as reflected in 
the 1984 Annual Report of the Executive Director, 13Y 

Recognizing the valuable contribution made by the Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific 
Aspects of Marine Pollution as the principal United Nations inter-agency mechanism for reviewing 
scientific aspects of marine pollution, 

Noting further the significant progress made in adopting action plans and regional 
agreements for the protection, management and development of the marine and coastal environment, 
as described in the 1984 Annual Report of the Executive Director, 44" 

Urges the Executive Director to continue, in co-operation with relevant United Nations 
bodies, including the international Atomic Energy Agency, to contribute to the debate on the 
environmental inlications of the disposal of radioactive and other hazardous wastes at sea; 

Calls upon the Executive Director to conçlete the preparatory phase leading to the 
adoption of action plans and regional conventions for those regions where such action plans and 
conventions have yet to be adopted (the Eastern African region, the South Asian Seas region and 
the South Pacific region), and to continue to assist States to inlement the adopted action plans 
and agreements in all other regions; 

41/ See UNEP/GC.6/17, annex, pp.  9-14. 
42/ IJNEP/GC.9/5/Add.5, annex III. 
43/ UNEP/GC.13/2 and Corr.l and 2, chap. IV, sect. 0. 
44/ JJPIEP/GC.13/2 and Corr.l and 2, chap. IV, sect. D. 
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3. 	Urges the Executive Director, in co-operation with other relevant United Nations 
bodies, to make every effort to strengthen interregional co-operation so as to prcmate the 
exchange of information and experience and to contribute to the protection of the global marine 
envi romnent. 

14th meeting 
23 May 1985 

UNEP/GC/DEC.13/32. Regional and subregional progres in 
Latin ftBrica and the Caribbean 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decisions 9/12 of 26 May 1981, 10/2 of 31 May 1982, 10/3 of 28 May 1982, 
10/19 and 10/25 B of 31 May 1982, 11/9 of 24 May 1983 and 12/17 D of 28 May 1984, 

Bearing in mind the results of the Fourth Intergovernmental Regional Meeting on 
Environment in Latin America and the Caribbean, held at Cancun, Mexico, in April 1985, 4 1  

Recognizing the trends, approaches and prospects in regional co-operation in environmental 
matters in Latin America and the Caribbean and the need to strengthen the information base to 
support this co-operation, 

Recognizing also that, as a result of the serious economic crisis affecting the region, 
there are obstacles to the proper provision of all that is required for the implementation of the 
regional and subregional progranmes of coimxrn interest decided upon at the intergovernmental 
meeting on environment in Latin America and the Caribbean, and that there is a need to undertake 
actions in the areas in which steps have already been taken which would facilitate their 
implementation, 

Noting the transfer of the Oceans and Coastal Areas Progranme Activity Centre to Nairobi. 
and emphasizing the importance of ensuring continuity and efficiency in its activities, as a means 
of strengthening regional co-operation in the protection and preservation of the marine 
environment, 

Considering that in order to secure financial and ,material resources for the 
implementation of the regional environmental progralmies of coivnon interest, the efforts of both 
international agencies and the countries themselves are required, 

Expresses 1 ts appreciation to the Government of Mexico for its kind hospitality 
in convening the Fourth Intergovernmental Regional Meeting on the Environment in Latin America and 
the Caribbean; 

Calls on the Governments of the region and the United Nations Environment Progranme to 
ensure that future intergovernmental meetings include an agenda item aimed at strengthening the 
dialogue on the relationship between economic and social issues and the application and 
development of environmental policies which by their nature are cross-sectoral and global; 

Requests the Executive Director to support the regional and subregional programnes of 
camion interest and periodically assess progress made in them, in co-operation with regional and 
subregional bodies, camlunicating the results of such assessments to the Governments of the region; 

45/ See UNEP/EG.51/8. 
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Invites the Goverrinents of the region to conduct quantitative and social cost-benefit 
enviromnental studies which will serve as a basis for guiding national policies, and to prepare 
regional reports on the state of the environment; 

Requests the Executive Director, in co-operation with Governments and appropriate 
regional bodies, to focus his efforts, in this first stage of the implementation of the regional 
and subregional priority progrmies identified at the Second Intergovernmental Regional Meeting on 
the Environment in Latin Nnerica and the Caribbean, held in Buenos Aires in 1983, 	on 
initiating the implementation of the regional environmental progrIne on planning and environment, 
environmental law and environmental education, without prejudice to progrmies already under way, 
namely: the regional seas progr&vnes for the Wider Caribbean and for the South-East Pacific, and 
the Environmental Training Network; 

Requests the Executive Director to report to Governments periodically on progress in 
ongoing programes and their short-term prospects, including their financial aspects. In this 
regard, the intergovernmental regional meetings should include in their agenda analyses of project 
implementation in the preceding biennium; 

1. Requests the Executive Director to support, within the resources allocated to the 
relevant budget lines, the implementation of the above-mentioned activities; 

Purther requests the Executive Director, with regard to the implementation of 
activities in the Field of planning and the environment, to seek additional resources through the 
clearing-house or through any other suitable mechanism as described in the present decision; 

Recommends to the Executive Director that he should conduct an inventory of the 
available resources of regional and international ntiltilateral organizations and bilateral sources 
to support the regional environmental progrrmes of camxn interest, and to create and maintain an 
information system on such resources; 

Recommends to the Executive Director that he should request countries, within a 
period of three menths, to send him a list of experts from Latin America and the Caribbean in 
order to draw up a roster of such experts, with a view to supporting the implementation of the 
activities related to the application of the regional and subregional projects which are allocated 
priority within the framework of the regional progrmes already adopted, bearing in mind in 
particular those which are already under way. For this support the Governments will pay the 
salaries of the experts for the period for which they are engaged, and the United Nations 
Environment Progranne is expected, within available resources, to meet their travel and 
subsistence expenses; 

Authorizes the Executive Director, in the light of his report on innovative means of 
financing and alternatives for utilization of national currencies and contributions in kind to 
support the implementation of regional environmental progran,nes of coernon interest, 1' within 
available resources and in co-ordination with appropriate regional and international 
United Nations bodies, to initiate actions which offer the Governments of the region alternatives 
concerning the use of national currencies in the implementation of envirorvnental projects of 
cannon interest; 

Urges the Executive Director, in preparing his plan for intraregional financing for 
selected regional and subregional environmental progravrmes, to take into account the proposal made 
by the experts of the Ad hoc Meeting on Alternative Means for Financing in National Currencies 
and Contributions in Kind (Mexico City, January 1985) 4Y and to prepare an appropriate 
timetable covering the stages suggested in the experts' proposal; 

46/ See UNEP/IG.40/1. 
41/ UPIEP/GC. l3/3/Add.5. 
48/ See l)IEP/IG.51/Inf.5. 
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13. Recomzrnds to the Executive Director that he should consider the possibility of 
making more use of non-convertible currencies from outside the region to support the progrrines 
referred to above. 

15th meeting 
24 May 1985 

UNEP/GC/OEC/13f34. Trust Funds 

The Governing Council, 

Having considered the report of the Executive Director on the management of trust funds 
and other funds, 49' 

1. Takes note of the reports on the management of trust funds and other funds; 

2. E'xpresses its appreciation to Governments that have pledged to increase their 
contributions to the various trust funds and other funds for 1985 and for subsequent years; 

3. 	Urges Governments to support Fund progranine activities in which they are particularly 
interested by making counterpart contributions to individual projects under rule 204.1 of the 
Financial Rules of the Fund; 

4. Approves the extension of trust funds established under the rules of the Environment 
Fund as follows: 

Regional Trust Fund for the Protection and Develorinent of the Marine Environment and 
Coastal Areas of Bahrain, Iran, Iraq. Kuwait, tnan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates - until 30 June 1981; 

Trust Fund for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution - until 
31 Decenter 1987; 

Trust Fund for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora - until 31 Decether 1981; 

Trust Fund for the Protection and Developoient of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas 
of the West and Central African Region - until 31 Decenter 1981; 

Regional Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment 
Progranine - until 31 Decanter 1987; 

Regional Trust Fund for the Iilementation of the Action Plan for the Protection and 
Develonent of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of the East Asian Seas - until 
31 Decanter 1981; 

5. Approves, on a contingency basis, the establishment, subject to the consent of the 
Secretary-General, of a Regional Seas Trust Fund for the Eastern African Region should the 
Governments concerned so request; 

49/ IJNEP/GC.13/14 and Add. I. 



- 121 - 

6. Takes note of the establishment by the Executive Director, under authority delegated 
by the Secretary-General, of technical assistance trust funds as follows: 

Technical Assistance Trust Fund for the Provision of Short-term Experts to Developing 
Countries, financed by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany; 

Technical Assistance Trust Fund for an Integrated Pilot Project on Environmental Management 
and Protection of Andean Ecosystems (Cajamarca/Peru), financed by the Government of the Federal 

Republic of Germany - for a four-year period; 

Technical Assistance Trust Fund to Promote Technical Co-operation and Assistance in 

Industrial, Environmental and Raw Material Management, financed by the Swedish International 

Development Authority; 

1. Again urges Goverrmnts to pay their contributions to the trust funds promptly, as 

near as possible to the beginning of the calendar year to which the contributions apply. 

13th meeting 

23 May, 1985 

FOURTEENTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 

(Nairobi, 8-19 June 1987) 

UNEP/GC/DEC/14/20. Global climate change 

The Governing Council, 

Aware that national and international studies continue to conclude that a global climate 

change will result from increases in the concentration of greenhouse gases from himan activities, 

Concerned that such change would have potentially serious consequences for htran welfare 
and the natural environment, 

Mindful of the need to improve expeditiously scientific understanding of climate change, 
its causes and its consequences, as a basis for formulating appropriate policy responses at the 

global, regional and national level, 

Recognizing the importance of initiating international consideration of possible policy 

responses, 

Recognizing that the United Nations Environment Programe, by effective implementation of 

its lead responsibility within the World Climate Progranme for climate impact studies, as well as 

through the Global Environmental Monitoring System and its Global Resource Information Data Base, 
can make important contributions in this area, 

Considering that the recently concluded Tenth Congress of the World Meteorological 
Organization has stressed the importance of close co-operation with the United Nations Environment 

Progranine and the International Council of Scientific Unions on global climate change, in 

particular to improve scientific assessments, including impact assessments, 

I. Notes with satisfaction the importance being attached by the United Nations 

Environment Prograinne to the global climate change problem, including efforts to raise public 
awareness and to assess climate impacts; 
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Urges the Executive Director to ensure that the United Nations Environment Programie, 
working in close co-operation with the World Meteorological. Organization and the International 
Council of Scientific Unions, in particular, the Special Camnittee on Global Change of the 
International Council of Scientific Unions, maintains an active, influential role within the World 
Climate Progrtine through the fulfilment of its central responsibility for climate inact studies 
and by ensuring that the World Climate research progrrne includes studies on the causes and 
effects of atmospheric changes, taking account of social and economic aspects; 

Welcomes the Executive Director 1 s plans to join with the World Meteorological 
Organization and the International Council of Scientific Unions in Convening a second World 
Climate Conference in late 1989 or early 1990, and to support the World Conference on the Changing 
Atmosphere: Iilications for Global Security, being convened by the Government of Canada in 
June 1988; 

Urges the Executive Director to respond positively to the decision by the Tenth 
Congress of the World Meteorological Organization requesting its Secretary-General, in 
co-operation with the Executive Director off the United Nations Environment PrograTne to explore 
and, after appropriate consultation with Governments, to establish an ad hoc intergoverNmental 
mechanism to carry out internationally co-ordinated scientific assessments of the magnitude, 
timing, and potential ilrçact of climate change p91 ;  

Requests the Executive Director to report to the next regular session of the Governing 
Council on: 

Progress with climate impact studies; 

The work of the ad hoc intergovernmental mechanism; 

The full range of possible responses by Governments and international agencies to 
anticipated climate changes, including possibilities for reducing the rate of climate change, 
taking into account, Inter alia, the findings of the World Meteorological Organization/ 
International Council of Scientific Unions/United Nations Environment Prograine Advisory Group on 
Greenhouse Gases and those of other relevant agencies. 

15th meeting 
18 June 1981 

UNEP/GC/DEC.14/21. Regional and subregional progrues in Latin Merica 
and the Caribbean 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling decisions 13/21 of 23 May 1985 and 13/32 of 24 May 1985, 

Bearing in mind the results of the First Interparliamentary Conference on the Environment 
in Latin Nnerica and the Caribbean, held in Mexico City, Mexico, in March 1981, and the decisions 
adopted at the Fifth Intergovernmental Regional Meeting on the Environment in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, held in Montevideo, Uruguay, in April 1987, the Extraordinary Intergovernmental 
Meeting on the Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of the 
South-East Pacific, held in Bogota, Colombia, in April 1981, and the Fifth Meeting of the 
Monitoring Conuiittee of the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programie, held in Kingston 
Janaica, in May 1981, 

50/ Resolution 3.20/1 (Cg-X) of the Tenth Congress of the World Meteorological Organization. 
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Bearing in mind the pressure exerted on the economies of Latin America and the Caribbean 
by the external debt and the economic crisis, which, in turn, places additional pressure on the 
quality of life of the population, on protection of the environment and on natural resources, 

Taking into account also the need to continue supporting the efforts made by the 
countries of the region to strengthen the regional and interregional progrms, 

Recalling the inortance of continuing to strengthen the system of regional and subregional 
co-operation for the conservation and protection of the environment in Latin Mierica and the 
Caribbean which has come into being at the intergovernmental meetings held to date, 

Noting the decision to include on the agenda of the Sixth intergovernmental Regional 
Meeting an item dealing with the irpact of the external debt of the developing countries on 
environmental policies and aninistration, 

1. Expresses its gratitude to the Governments of Mexico, Uruguay, Colonbia and Janaica 
for hosting the above-mentioned regional and subregional meetings; 

2. Decides to disseminate and promote for due consideration by Goverrmients the 
Declaration and reconmendations of the First Interparlinentary Conference on the Environment in 
Latin America and the Caribbean; 

3. Decides to continue to give the highest priority within the frnework of the regional 
environmental progrnnes of cannon interest to the Progr.emiie of the Enviromntal Training Network 
for Latin Nnerica and the Caribbean, providing funding within the available resources to support 
the contributions being made by the Governments of the region; 

4. Further decides to continue to give high priority within the oceans and coastal 
areas progranme to the Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas 
of the South-East Pacific and the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Progranine, and to 
request the Executive Director to continue to support the Regional Co-ordinating Units of both 
Plans and their priority projects; 

5. Requests the Executive Director to take the necessary steps to continue and strengthen 
the following regional and subregional progrmes of coimion interest: 

Development planning and environment; 

Development of environmental legislation and institutional frnoework; 

(C) Management of wildiands, protected areas and wildlife; 

Environmental education; 

Natural potential and national management of the tropical and sub-tropical forest 
ecosystems in Central knerica and Mexico, and in the South Cone; 

6. Encourages Governments to undertake natural and cul tural heritage inventory and 
accounting prograimnes, including economic analyses, which will facilitate continuous evaluation of 
such resources and act as a data base for economic planning and decision-making bodies; 

1. Calls upon the organizations responsible for each regional and subregional progranme 
being, or to be, inlemented to consider it as part of a whole and, as a consequence, to establish 
the working relations required to ensure maximum cohesion, continuity and camplementarity in their 
activities; 
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8. Requests the Executive Director: 

(a) To support the work of the Contact Group of the Regional Office for Latin Merica of the 
United Nations Environment Progranne in conformity with the interest shown by the Goverrints in 
the regions as reflected by the final report of the Fifth Intergovernmental Regional Meeting; 

(b) To continue to promote technical co-operation emong the countries of the region, 
especially that aimed at the dissemination of experience and achievements, as well as the training 
of professional specialists in environmental matters; 

(c) To employ, if possible, when implementing regional seas progranvnes, technical advisers and 
professionals of the different countries; 

(d) To support Governments of the region, within available resources, in the study of the 
impact of the external debt of the developing countries on environmental policies and 
aóninistratjon; 

(e) In connection with the Programie of the Environmental Training Network: 

Ci) To extend the duration of project FP/8102-86-02 (2676), entitled TMSupport to the 
regional co-operation project for the implementation of the environmental training 
network for Latin Pnerica and the Caribbean; 

To incorporate the training components of the regional environmental progrmies and 
projects into the General Programle of the Network and co-ordinate them through their 
Regional Co-ordination Mechanisms; 

To continue supporting the Regional Co-ordination Mechanism, so that it can effectively 
fulfil the functions assigned to it by the Network Advisory Camiittee; 

to contribute to the support of the Regional Co-ordination Mechanism, should the 
Government of Mexico discontinue its generous contribution and if a formola for 
financing by the countries has not been established; 

(f) To advise Governments of how to obtain financial resources from the clearing-house 
mechanism and from other international organizations to support the umbrella projects and the 
national sub-projects; 

(g) To ensure that all future requests for new projects and activities which the United 
Nations Environment Progrmie may promote in the region are considered within the regional 
co-operation system on environmental matters which the Govermnts of Latin knerica and the 
Caribbean have been establishing through their intergovernmental regional meetings; 

(h) To ensure that requests for new regional projects and activities which are supported by 
the United Nations Environment Progriine are considered to be within the scope of priority of the 
Intergovernmental Regional Co-operation System on Environmental Matters which the Governments have 
been establishing through their intergovernmental regional meetings; 

(i) To take into account the interest of the region in a new regional progriine of comnon 
interest on environmental management and utilization of agricultural and agro-industrial residues, 
as well as a new subregional progrvne on the management of grassland ecosystems in tmrçerate 
subhumid and humid zones; 

(j) To continue with the Governments that have made progress in this field to promote the 
systemization of environmental legislation by means of national digests and the operation of data 
banks in the countries of the region interested in this field; 
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To give special attention to research programes that will respond to the numerous 

questions about the behaviour of environmental systems and that will work towards the creation of 

methodological instruments for assessing environmental inpact and for economic analysis; 

To arrange for the drawing up of sinpie and practical instructions that may serve as a 

model for Governments of the region for dissemination at all levels, to prevent the irreparable 

and irreversible destruction of original species or seeds with genetic potential; 

To ensure that these instructions include information on suitable drying, freezing and 
culture methods in order to supplement the methodologies of the gene banks of each country and of 

each geographic region, so as to assist in providing future generations with an inexhaustable 

source of possibilities that can be used with existing genetic engineering technology and with new 

technology that will undoubtedly appear in the future; 

To continue supporting the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations/ 

United Nations Environment Progranine project on the management of wildlands, protected areas and 

wildlife, in accordance with the guidelines of the present project, which includes training, 

support for the Latin Pnerican Network of Technical Co-operation for the Protection of National 
Parks, Other Protected Areas and Wild Flora and Fauna, technical co-operation and information 

bulletins on the subject, including activities in the following matters: 

(1) Harmonization of the relations between the objectives of the protected areas and those of 

the inhabitants of such areas, local societies and economies; 

Relationship between the management of protected areas and that of neighbouring wildland 

areas; 

Operational and methodological co-ordination in the conservation of the natural and 

cultural heritage in protected areas where both exist. 

15th meeting 

18 June 1981 

UNEP/GC/OEC/14/25. Enviromuental iiçact assesmuent 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling part two, section 6 II!, of its decision 11/1 of 24 May 1983, section Ill of its 

decision 12/14 of 28 May 1984, and section III C of its decision 13/18 of 24 May 1985, 

Woting with appreciation that, in accordance with the above-mentioned decisions, the 

Working Group of Experts on Environmental law has developed the Goals and Principles of 

Environmental Impact Assessment, 51/ 

Mindful that the environmental inpacts of development activities, which may on occasion 

reach beyond national boundaries can significantly affect the sustainability of such activities, 

convinced that the integration of environmental and natural resources issues into planning 

and programne implementation is indispensable in a process of sustainable development, 

Considering that environmental impact assessment is a valuable means of promoting the 

integration of environmental and natural resources issues into planning and progranine 

implementation and thereby helps to avoid potential adverse impacts, 

51/ UNEP/GC.14/11, annex III. 
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1. .4dopts the Goals and Principles of Envirorinental Inçact Assessment as developed by 
the Working Group of Experts on Environmental Law; 

2. Decides that, with the development of the Goals and Principles, the task of the 
Working Group in this field is satisfactorily conleted; 

3. Requests the Executive Director to bring the Goals and Principles, together with the 
report of the Working Group, to the attention of all States and relevant international 
organizations, including multilateral development banks, and that, in doing so, he should inform 
them of the reconinendation of the Governing Council that the Goals and Principles should be 
considered for use as a basis for preparing appropriate national measures, including legislation, 
and for international co-operation in the field of environmental inact assessment, including 
further international agreements, where appropriate; 

4. Further requests the Executive Director to this end: 

To assist States, as appropriate, in implementing the Goals and Principles; 

To conduct a survey of States and relevant international organizations on their experience 
in applying the Goals and Principles; 

To investigate measures which could be undertaken to further international co-operation 
and agreement in the field including the application of environmental impact assessment to 
development projects with possible transboundary environmental effects; 

To report to the Governing Council at its next regular session on these matters; 

5. Recommends to the General Assently that it should endorse the Goals and Principles 
and the reconnendations of the Governing Council regarding their application. 

14th meetinq 
11 June 1981 

UNEP/GC/DEC/14/34. Trust Funds and other funds 

The Governing Council, 

having considered the reports of the Executive Director on the management of trust 
funds / and other funds, 53/ 

- Takes note of the reports on the management of trust funds and other funds; 

Bxpresses its appreciation to Governments that have paid contributions due to the 
various trust funds on time; 

Urges Governments to pay their contributions to trust funds at the beginning of the 
year to which they relate or earlier; 

ConfIrms the action of the Executive Director in obtaining the consent of the 
Secretary-General for the establishment of and then establishing the Trust Fund for the Convention 
on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals on an interim basis; 

/ IJNEP/GC.14/2, chap. V, paras. 43-11, UPIEP/GC.14/3/Add.1, chap. 1, paras. 34-19 and 
UNEP/GC. 14/23. 

53/ LJNEP/GC.14/2, chap. V. paras. 18-80, IJNEP/GC.14/3/Addl, chap. 1, paras. 80-84. 
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5. Approves the extension of general trust funds established under the rules of the 
Envirorviient Fund, subject to the approval of the United Nations Secretary-General, as follows: 

Regional Trust Fund for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and 

Coastal Areas of Bahrain, Islanic Republic of Iran, rraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 

the United Arab Emirates until 30 June 1989; 

Trust Fund for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution - until 

31 Decenter 1989; 

Regional Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Caribbean 

Environment Progrmie - until 31 Decenter 1989; 

Regional Trust Fund for the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Protection and 

Development of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of the East Asian Seas 	until 

31 December 1989. 

Trust Fund for the Convention on Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals - 

31 December 1991. 

6. Approves, on a contingency basis, subject to the consent of the Secretary-General, the 

extension of the following general trust funds, should the Governments concerned so request: 

Trust Fund for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora - until 31 Decenter 1991, subject to confirmation of a request in that sense by the 
Sixth Conference of Contracting Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and flora, to be held in July 1987; 

Trust Fund for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas 

of the West and Central African Region - until 31 Dececter 1989, subject to confirmation of a 

request in that sense by the Second Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention in 1988; 

Regional Seas Trust Fund for the Eastern African Region - until 31 Decenter 1989, subject 

to confirmation of a request in that sense by the Intergovernmental Meeting late in 1981. 

7. 	Takes note of the establiswnent by the Executive Director, under authority delegated 

to him by the Secretary-General, of technical co-operation trust funds as follows: 

Technical Co-operation Trust Fund for Control of Environmental Health Hazards and 

Promotion of Chemical Safety, financed by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany; 

Technical Co-operation Trust Fund to Support the clearing-house Mechanism through 

Provision of Consultancies on Strategies for Dealing with Serious Enviroyint Problems, financed 

by the Government of the Kingdom of Norway; 

Technical Co-operation Trust Fund to Provide Consultancies to Developing Countries, 

financed by the Government of the Republic of Finland; 

Technical Co-operation Trust Fund to Provide Experts to the Secretariat of the Southern 
African Development Co-ordination Conference, financed by the Government of the Republic of 

Finland; 

Special Purpose Trust Fund for the Provision of Junior Professional Officers, financed by 

the Government of Japan. 

13th meeting 

16 June 1987 
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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 
(Nairobi, 14-18 March 1988) 

SS.I/4 Regional and subregional progres in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decisions 13/21 of 23 May 1985, 13/32 of 24 May 1985 and 14/21 of  
18 June 1981, 

Taking into account the results of the Extraordinary Intergovernmental Meeting of the 
Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of the South-East 
Pacific, held at Bogota in April 1987, and of the XIX Regular Meeting of Ministers for Foreign 
Affairs of the Permanent Coninission for the South Pacific, held at Quito in DeceiTter 1981, 

Noting that the medium-term plan of the United Nations Environment Progranme for the 
period 1990-1995 4" includes among its objectives the continuation and enhancement of regional 
and interregional co-operation in the management of marine regions, 

Bearing in mind that the system-wide medium-term environment prograiime for the period 
1990-1995 L also includes among its objectives the maintenance and enhancement of the quality 
of regional marine environments and the achievement of the sustainable use of the resources of 
marine regions, 

- Expresses I ts appreciation to the United Nations Environment ProgrrIne for its 
involvement with and support for the Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment and 
Coastal Areas of the South-East Pacific and the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment 
Progranine; 

Decides that in developing the meditmT-term plan of the United Nations Environment 
Programme for the period 1990-1995, priority should continue to be given, within the oceans and 
coastal areas programie, to the Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment and 
Coastal Areas of the South-East Pacific and the Action Plan for the Caribbean Envirorvient 
Prograrine; 

Requests the Executive Director to continue providing technical and financial 
support, within available resources, for activities under the South-East Pacific Action Plan and 
the Caribbean Action Plan. 

7th meeting 
18 March 1988 

54/ UNEP/GCSS.I/3 and Corr.l. 
55/ UNEP/GCSS.I/2 and Corr.1 and 2. 
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REGIONAL SEAS PROGRAMME 
(Budget sub-line 0503) 

A. LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

331. The Action Plan adopted by the Stockholm Conference included a nun*)er or recavinendations on 

the condition of the marine enviromnent. 

332. The Governing Council of UNEP decided, by decision 8 A(II), sect. 1, para. 4(b), that 
priority should be given to regional activities in dealing with marine enviromnental problems. 

333. The objectives and strategies for the area of oceans and marine living resources were 
endorsed by the Governing Council at its third / and fourth 1' sessions as follows: 

Objectives 

To work out and support the inlementation of plans for arresting pollution of the oceans and 
closed or semi-closed seas, and for managing aquatic living resources to ensure that the best use 
is made of them, and to make efforts to ensure that envirorinental considerations are taken into 
account at the Law of the Sea Conference; 

Stminary of strategy 

Assessment of the state of pollution and of living resources; 

Monitoring of marine pollution and aquatic living resources; 

Promotion of international and regional conventions, guidelines and action for the 
control of marine pollution and for the protection and management of aquatic marine 
resources; 

Exchange of information on marine pollution and aquatic resources; 

Support for education and training efforts that should enhance the participation of 
developing nations. 

334. At its fourth session, the Governing Council received a detailed report on progress in the 
Mediterranean region / and a Level One review on oceans. / By decision 41(IY), section 1, 
paragraph 3, the Council decided that priority should be given to inlementing the conprehensive 
plan for the protection of the Mediterranean and initiating preparatory work towards similar 
activities for other inportant regional seas, particularly the Persian Gulf, the Caribbean and the 
West African coastal region. 

1/ Recomnendations 86 to 94. See also annex III of the report of the Conference 

(United Nations publication, sales No. E.13.II.A.14), "General principles for assessment and 
control of marine pollution", in particular principle 9: "States should join together regionally 
to concert their policies and adopt measures in cannon to prevent the pollution of the areas which 
for geographical or ecological reasons form a natural entity and an integrated whole. 

2/ 	Decision 29(111), para. 1. 
3/ 	Decision 50(IV), para.3. 
4/ UNEP/GC/61, paras. 310-394. 
5/ UNEP/GC/62, chapter III. 
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An inter-agency meeting held in Paris in June 1916, and attended by representatives of the 
Oceans Economic and Technology Office, Unesco, roc, FAO, Ir',co, WHO, UNIDO, IAEA and UlIEP, 

developed guidelines and principles for the development of comprehensive action plans for the 

protection of regional seas through environmentally sound development. Under these guidelines, 
each plan would contain activities relating to each of the three functional tasks of the 

environment progr.mie: 	envirorwnental assessment, environmental management and supporting 
1 	 1• 

measures. - 

At its fifth session, the Governing Council approved as one of LJNEP's goals for 1982: 

"Moption and implementation of action plans for each of the regional seas covered by IJffP 

progrrme". 

The Council also invited the Executive Director to support action related to the eventual 

preparation of an action plan for the protection of the marine enviromnents of the Gulf of Guinea 

(decision 88 C(V)) and the South East Asian Seas (decision 88 D(V)), and approved the Executive 
Director's intention to establish a progrivne activity centre for regional seas. Y 

D. PROPOSALS TO MEND APPROVED OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES 

396. Experience to date suggests that: 

The regional action plans should be developed in co-operation with the Governments 
concerned, taking into account their needs and priorities; 

The elements of action plans should be conceived as mutually dependent, and together 
providing environmentally sound management-tools based on realistic assessment of the state of the 

environment, of the needs and priorities of the region and of the socio-economic feasibility of 

implementing the elements; 

The action plans should contain a large training component, technical and legal 

assistance (including experts), and a mechanism for data evaluation. 

391. In the light of the above, the Executive Director proposes that the approved objective and 

strategy should be replaced by the following: 

Objective 

To develop comprehensive action plans for the protection and development of specific regional 
seas areas for consideration by Governments concerned and to support their implementation; 

Swyrnari of strategy 

Assessment of the state, sources and trends of marine pollution and its impact on 
hwnan health, marine ecosystems resources and nenities; 

Co-ordination of, and support for, environmental managønent efforts in the 
protection, development and exploitation of marine and coastal area resources; 

6/ For a fuller explanation, see UNEP/GC/90, footnote 200. 

7/ See also FP/0503/11-03; UNEP/FUND/PROJECTS/A.42; UNEP/GC/90, para. 516. 
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Assistance to interested Govermnents in the inlicntation of existing conventions 
and promotion of new international and regional conventions, guidelines and actions 

to control marine pollution and protect and manage marine and coastal area resources; 

(iv) Support for education and training efforts to enhance the participation of 

developing countries in the protection, development and management of marine and 

coastal area resources; 

Cv) Exchange of information on the protection, development and management of marine and 

coastal area resources. 
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