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Environmental Considerations IRIREIE:

The symposium was organized as a plastic smart meeting, such as a symposium
venue of single-use plastics, etc. The organizer requested participants to use public
transportations to come to the meeting venue.
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The International Environmental Technology Centre (IETC) works with developing

countries to implement sustainable solutions to environmental challenges, with
focus on holistic waste management.
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Introduction (XL &I

UNEP Symposium on Plastic Waste Problems — Reducing Ocean Plastic Waste was
held as part of IETC Global Dialogue with the Private Sector on Technology
Solutions for Holistic Waste Management. The Symposium aimed to share
information of the current status of plastic waste issues and expertise on good
practices to manage plastic waste in an environmentally sound way. The
symposium was attended by over 250 participants and culminated in a message
for the upcoming G20 Osaka Summit, 28-29 June 2019.
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08:55 Welcome to Single-Plastic Free Symposium by Hilton Osaka
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Grand Opening FAE=

09:00-09:40 Live Performance: Ms. Yuuna Okanishi, Calligrapher/Artist
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Opening Remarks: Mr. Seigo Tanaka, Vice Mayor of Osaka
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Keynote Speech: H.E. Mr. Yasuo Takahashi, Vice Minister of the Environment
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09:40-09:50 Keynote Speech: Former Minister of Environment, Egypt
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09:40-10:50 Presentations and Panel Discussion:
Osaka City, Kitakyushu City, Seven & i Holdings Co., Ltd., Showa Denko K.K.
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Part 2: Time to Act Reducing Ocean Plastic B 75AFvIZHEIFEFBIELT

11:10-11:50 Panel Discussion:
The BRS Secretariat, United Nations Environment Programme, Kyoto University
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11:50-12:00 Message to G20 Osaka Summit: H.E. Mr. Hideo Suzuki, Ambassador, Assistant Minister/Director-
General for Global Issues, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan
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The symposium opened with Ms. Yuuna Okanshi, Calligrapher and Artist,
providing a live performance that highlighted a common aspiration of the
symposium: Towards a Sustainable Planet — Return to True Blue. The opening
remarks were provided by Mr. Seigo Tanaka, Vice Mayor of Osaka, and he
introduced Osaka City’s efforts to reduce plastic wastes, in particularly Osaka
Declaration toward Zero Plastic Waste. H.E. Mr. Yasuo Takahashi, Vice Minister
for Global Environmental Affairs, Ministry of the Environment, Japan, provided a
keynote speech on status on marine plastics and introduced Japan’s efforts,
including Japan's Resource Circulation Strategy for Plastics. Mr. Sunit Rajan,
Hilton Osaka, the venue of the symposium, shared their efforts to reduce single-
use plastics and ensure the symposium free of single-use plastics.
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Part 1: Challenges and Solutions on Plastic Waste Management
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Part 1 of the Symposium focused on the Challenges and Solutions on Plastic
Waste Management. Mr. Khaled Abdelall, Former Ministry of Environment
Egypt, delivered a Keynote speech on policy measures for reducing the use of
non-biodegradable plastic bags in Egypt.

Mr. Makoto Mihara, Osaka City, Mr. Yuuichi Arita, Kitakyushu City, Mr. Ozaki
Kazuo from Seven & i Holdings Co., Ltd. and Mr. Tsunekichi Kuriyama, Showa
Denko K.K., shared their activities on plastic waste management. They also
joined the panel discussion facilitated by Mr. Shunichi Honda, UNEP IETC and
discussed how to achieve smart plastics.
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Part 2: Time to Act Reducing Ocean Plastic
BETSIRAFYOCHBIBEBIELT

TR
~
Unieed Nations

2 veré R’"Iﬁ
- ey

]

“Mr. Rolph-Payet Ms. Ligia Noronha "Mr. Shinichi Sakai Mr. Keith Alverson
OLT RV IhE Yo7 7avingk 3@#71'1!—&. #—Z-Tgb/\‘—‘/‘zﬂ&

The session was facilitated by Mr. Keith Alverson, Director of UNEP IETC. Mr.
Rolph Payet, Executive Secretary of Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and
Stockholm conventions, Ms. Ligia Noronha, Director of Economy Division, UNEP
and Mr. Shinichi Sakai, Professor, Kyoto University joined the Panel Discussion to
Create Message to G20 Osaka Summit.

After short oral presentations from the three panellists, they had a discussion
on environmental technologies, such as: whether environmental technologies
would be able to contribute solving plastic waste problems; how we would be
able to apply environmental technologies for plastic waste management; and
what types of policy would be needed to promote environmental technologies
for plastic wastes.
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Message to G20 Osaka Summit
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In the ceremony on Message to G20 Osaka Summit, the Message from UNEP
Symposium on Plastic Waste Problems to G20 Osaka Summit & G20 Ministerial
Meeting was submitted to the Government of Japan as the G20 Presidency of
the G20 Osaka Summit. H.E. Mr. Hideo Suzuki on behalf of the G20 Presidency
of the G20 Osaka Summit gave closing remarks.
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Message
From UNEP Symposium on Plastic Waste Problems
To G20 Osaka Summit & G20 Ministerial Meeting

The International Envirgnmental Technology Centre of the United Nations Environment Programme organised a UNEP
Symposium on Plastic Waste Prablems an 22 May 2019 in Osaka, Japan, premised on the need for environmentally
sound management of plastic waste in arder to solve the marine plastic litter issue.

The problem of plastic waste and ocean pollution is an urgent glabal issue. In addition 1o the plastic waste problem on
the land, plastic waste leaking into the ocean is a serious threat to ecosystems. Microplastics miniaturized by the
influence of wawes and ultraviolet rays have been found in marine life and may eventually cause adverse effects to
human health through the food chain,

The Fourth Session of the United Mations Environment Assembly organised in March 2019 adopted resolutions on
“Marine Plastic Litter and Microplastics” and “Addressing Single-use Plastic Products Pollution”. The United Mations
Environment Azsembly recognised the important role of the United Mations Enviranment Pragramme in eombatting
plastic waste and its ocean pollution glabally.

The symposium participants, including professionals and experts, identified izsues surrounding enviranmentally sound
management of plastic wastes, and environmental technologies, successful practices and solutions which can
contribute to Solving the marine plastic litter issue were introduced. Furthermore, the symposium discussed how to
raise public awareness of this issue.

The symposium also recognised that: 1) all countries’ efforts are indispensable in order ta solve the marine plastic litter
issug; and 2 promotion of international cooperation is important in order to enhance waste management capaeily in
developing countries by applying advanced technologies for waste management and dizposal from Japan and other
colntries.

Based on the resolutions adopted by the Fourth Session of the United Nations Envirgnment Assembly, the symposium
confirmed that the United Nations Environment Programime would accumulate scientific and technological knawledge,
and suppart improving waste management and developing natiomal and regional action plans. Furthermare, the
symposium emphasized sustainable solutions of environmental problems should be sought through waste
managernent by promoting that the International Environmental Technology Centre of the United Mations Environment
Programme would implement various international projects an envirenmentally sound management of wastes fo
promote sustainable solutions ta enviranmental problems.

The G20 has been dealing with a wide range of issues facing the global community, such as environmental issues
including the marine plastic litter problem. As the “premier forum for international econamic cooperation,” the G20 has
to lead the world in the efforts to tackle the issue of marine plastic litter,

It is imperative far the G20 to advance actions to prevent the discharge of marine plastic litter inta the ocean, especially
by improved waste management, recavery of marine [itter and innovative solutions, In addition, it is essential for the
G20 to support efforts to address the issue by countries which need assistance, inter alia, through sharing knowledge
and technalogies regarding waste management, in collaboration with international organizations including the UNEP.

The participants of the symposium hope that Japan will exercise its leadership at the G20 Summit and G20 Ministerial
Meeting on Energy Transitions and Global Envirenment for Sustainable Growth to be held next menth to make
substantial progress in the efforts 1o address this issue.

Woane V‘lr"'\
On behalf of all the participants in the symposium,
Ligia Moranha

Director, Econamy Division, United Mations Environment Programme
22 May 2019
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