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Desertification is land degradation in arid, semi-arid,

and dry sub-humid areas resulting from various

factors, including climatic variations and human

activities. This latest, internationally negotiated definition of
deserfification was adapted by the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED), Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, in June 1992.

The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
was formally adopted on 17 June 1994 and opened for
signature in Paris on 14 October 1994. This Convention is
notable for its innovative approach in recognizing the physical,
biological and socio-economic aspects of desertification; the
importance of redirecting technology transfer so that it is
demand driven; and the involvement of local populations in the
development of national action programmes. The Convention
currently has 115 signatories and has been ratified by 25
countries, The Convention will enter into force 90 days after
the receipt of the 50th instrument of ratification.






