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COMMITTEE OF 
AFRICAN EXPERTS 
STUDYING THE 
INFORMATION 
SITUATION IN 
AFRICA 
Cairo, February 7-12th, 
1987 

Speech 
Delivered by : Mr. Safwat El Sherif, Chairman 
of the Conference of African Information 
Ministers and the Egyptian Minister of Infor-
mation 

Your excellencies, the African Information 
Experts the African Ambassadors of African 
Countries 
Members of the Committee 
Representatives of International and Regional 
Organisations, Brothers and Sisters 

et 

A LLOW me to greet you in the name of the 
African Egypt, in the name of its Presi- 

dent, government and peoples. We rejoice to 
host you as representatives of brotherly coun-
tries, narticipating in one of their nobles strug-
gles to overcome current difficulties and to 
forge ahead towards a more prosperous future 
for the Africa continent. We rejoice to welcome 
you as dear colleagues working in the field of 
information, one of the most effective weapons 
in this noble struggle in a bid to achieve victory 
in the interest of the African peoples through 
written and audio-visual means and adhering to 
values and principles reflected in our culture 
deeply rooted in history, first and foremost 
dedication to freedom and commitment to res-
ponsibility. 

Following this poth, our meeting comes as a 
landmark to define the features for a New Afri-
can Information Order that would lay clear 
foundations for communication work, in har-
mony with the requirements of the technologi-
cal communication resolution and in confer-
mity with the African Peoples aspirations and 
hopes to setup a new informations order, based 
on mutual understanding between the peoples 
of our planet and through an African scientific 
practical effort on the bases of bilateral and 
regional cooperation where information flow 
would be characterised by balance and equity. 

In all honesty, this has been the concern of 
my country, Egypt, since it was honoured to 
chair the Conference of African Information 
Menisters in what it has tried to achieve who-
ther through its participation in African Infor-
mation Conferences or through conferences it 
hosted, first and foremost the first Conference 
of African Information Menisters, held in Cairo 
in November, 1985. 

One of the most important steps, taken to 
bring our objectives into being, was to get 
acquaintest about the current information and 
communications situation in the various parts 
of Africa, whether in the press, radio, televi-
sion, publications, cinemas, news agencies as 
well as through telecommunication. To my 
assessment, working papers and studies, sub-
nutted to your attention, entail the briefing 
required to bring this work into being, hence 
my thanks and appreciation to the countries 
and the organisations that prepared them. 

Having noted carefully these studies and 
working papers, allow me, without anticipating 
your discussions and deliberations, to propose 
to mandate the O.A.U. General Secretariat to 
draft the purpose of your work in the form of a 
comprehensive final declaration, giving an 
expose of the current situation of information 
and communication in Africa, to be destributed 
on countries members and to be of the most 
important items in the agenda of the next Con-
ference of African Ministers of Information, 
due to be held in Addis-Ababa-next April. 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
With all the brotherly warmth and friendship 

of Africa, I welcome you in your African capi-
tal, Cairo, wishing your work every possible 
success. God's blessings be with you. 

- 
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Cairo Declaration 
On new 
African 
Information 
Order 

T he Experts Committee representing the five African geographical ore-
gions, meeting in Cairo during the period 7-12 February 1987, under the 

mandate given by the African Information Ministers' Conference in its third 
ordinary session held in Addis-Ababa (March 1985) to study the present status 
of information in Africa and to submit proposals for the establishment of a new 
African Information Order, reiterated y the special session of the African 
Information Ministers meeting in Cairo (November 1965), drafted the following 
"Cairo declaration" on the new African Information Order: "Having conside-
red the documents and working papers submitted on the different information 
ar4d communication media in Africa, viz, press publication, broadcasting, 
cinema, news agencies and tele-communications; 

Guided by the desire of the foun-
ding fathers of the organization of 
African unity when they met in 1963 
and declared that Africa must have 
its own voice and mouthpiece to 
express itself: 

Convinced that the establishment 
of a new African Information order 
designed to inform and educate pee-
pie and to assert the african identity, 
is the best means to give concrete 
form for the african commitment to 
efforts being made at the Internatio-
nal level to secure a fairer and more 
balanced now of Information: 

Believing that dialogue and not con-
frontation is the best way to attain 
that objective: 

1 - Considers that this noble task 
can only be accomplished 
through careful planning and 
serious work. 

—. LE JOURNALISTE AFRICAIN 

4— Affirms that the fundamental 
task of information and commu-
nication in Africa is to mobilize 
the African people and harness 
their energies and potentials to 
promote development. 
The Airman information and 
communication Media must - 
undertake a greater role to sensi-
tize people about the efforts and 
programmes contained in the 
Lagos plan of action and the eco-
nomic recovery programme. 

5 - Empliasises that the information 
and communication organisa-
tions and institution, establis-
hed by Africa are a major achie-
vement of which it should be 
proud and must maintain and 
support. These organisations 
and institutions constitute an 
important instrument of the 
African Information order. 
Specialised Panafrican Telecom-
munication Union of National 
Radios and T.V. In Africa 
(URTNA) and the African Union 
of Journalists are Africa Infor-
mation and Communications 
organisation which should be 
provided with all the material 
and human resources they need 
in order to improve and update 
their performance Of their task. 

Notes that the establishment of 
the new Afriéan Information 
order must stem from African 
Commitment to cooperate at all 
levels in the information field 
within the African continent. 

2 - Stresses that the right to have 
access to information and com-
munication is one of the basic 
african human rights, conse-
quently, objectivity and the pur-
suit of truth constitute the fun-
demental principles on which the 
new African Information order 
should be based. 

I 	
- Believes that freedom is one of 

the principal values on which the 
new African Information order 
should be established. However, 

I 	 this freedom has to be associated 
I 	 with commitment to national rae- 

- 	ponsibility. 

- 
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6— Urges the speeding up of an in-
depth technical study to foster 
the technology in the field of 
information and communication 
in Africa. 

7 - Recommends that higher prio-
rity should be given to the ques-
tion of training information and 
communication staff in all fields 
in order to improve efficiency. 
In this concern, measures must 
be taken to accelerate the setting 
up of an African Information 
fund, which will facilitate the 
realization of the objectives of 
the new African Information 
Order. 

communication in Africa should 
exert greater efforts to sensitize 
people about the activities of the 
African liberation movements 
and to call for the collaboration 
of all forms of racial discrimina-
tion part of the continent. 

- RecommeW that the General 
seeretarieft&fte organisation of 
African uAWAaa entrusted with 
the task of Auslating integra-
ted programmes of action for the 
implementation and follow-up of 
the objectives contained in this 
draft declaration in collaboration 
with URTNA, PATU, and 
PANA as well as with relevant 
international organisations. 

C.V. of Ambassador 
Ahmed Haggag 
• Name Ahmed Haggag 
• Director of the African Depart-

ment, Egyptian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. • Born in May 1936. 

• Bachelor of Economics in 1955 and 
M.A. in Political Science from 
Vienna in 1967. 

• Previous posts. 
• Joined the League of Arab States 

in 1956 and the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry in May 1957. 

• Worked in several posts abroad in 
the Egyptian Embassies in Bonn, 
Vienna and permanent Mission of 
Egypt to the UN in New York. 

• Director of the Dept of Internatio-
nal Cooperation for Development 
in 1980, afterwards with the Dept 
of International Organizations. 

• Ambassador of Egypt to Kenya 
and the Seychelles from 1982 to 
1986. 

• Participated in the Egyptian dele-
gations to most of the Arab and 
African Summit Conferences and 
U.N. Conferences. 

• Author of several books on Pales-
tine and the Middle East. 

S - Stresses that information and 	Issued in Cairo on 12/2/87 	1 
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United Nations 
Environment 
Programme 

REMOTE SENSING FOR 
DEVELQJ'MENT 

Brin ing 
t e view 
closer. to 
earth 

STATEMENT 
IM 

DR. MOSTAFA K. TOLBA 
EXECUTIVE DiRECTOR 

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 
TO THE 20TH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON 

REMOTE SENSING OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
NAIROBI, 4-10 December 1986 

our Excellencies, Distinguished guests, Ladies and gentlemen. 

Remote sensing is the business of farsightedness. It is a talent that our 
Kenyan hosts have shown in abundance, and I believe that as Africa moves 
towards a greater and fully independent understanding of her own resource 
base Kenya will remain in the forefront of this continent's remote sensing ini-
tiative. A shining effort in this respect is the work of His Ezceliency President 
Moi who personally oversees a Presidential Tree Fund and a Permanent Com-
mission on Soil Conservation. It is, I believe, a level of commitment to resource 
management that is matched almost nowhere else in the world. Another elo-
quent testimony to this commitment can be found out in the countryside where 
Kenya's small-time farmers are facing the vagaries of a ficlde climate, the pro-
blems of rapid population growth and a shift in lifestyles with fortitude and 
understanding. With the added help of remote sensing data I believe that 
Kenya will enter the new century well equipped to manage and control her 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Let me welcome you all to the Uni-

ted Nations Headquarters in Nairobi 
- the first ever in the third world - 
and let me take this opportunity to 
'thank the government and people of 
Kenya for playing host to the United 
Nations Environment Programme 
and to our own geographic informa-
tior system, the Global Resource 
Information Data Base. I hope you 
will take time to look over these facili-
ties. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
As you discuss sensing technology 

over the next week, let me remind you 
of one thing which I am sure you are 
all aware of: only the use of the data 
can justify their acquisition. 

That said, however, I should add 
resource base. 	 - 
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q,qp V  
Bringing the view closer to earth 

that progress in the field of remote 
sensing has usually followed the pat-
tern of a technological breakthrough 
being made first, and only then fin-
ding an application for iL We are all 
fortunate that 15 to 20 years ago 
there was a country with a national 
budget which could afford to gamble 
on a ten-digit data-gathering system. 
I am sure you all remember, in the 
early 1970s, when the first earth 
resources satellites were launched, 
that no one, not even their developers, 
had a clear idea of what all they were 
good for (obviously, there were cer-
tain strategic exceptions). We have 
learned much since then: the satellite 
images really are usefuL Some of the 
more advanced developing countries 
are even willing to invest part of their 
national budgets in their own satelli-
tes and receiving stations. 

But most countries, of course, can 
not yet afford the technology. So I 
would say to them: define your prob-
blems precisely, assess your data 
needs sparingly, and, above all, do not 
collect data simply for their own sake. 
Ask the question, then seek the tech-
nology which will give you the ans-
wer, not the other way around. 

(Making the most of 
environmental inf or-
mation) 
Satellite data, although amazingly 
revealing, are often sterile by them-
selves. For the planner to have the 
whole picture of a certain region or 
particular problem, he or she must 
have access to resource data from a 
number of sources: thematic maps, 
for example, of vegetation, district 
boundaries and infrastructure, combi-
ned with information satellite on soil 
quality and other variables. It is the 
combination of such data which pro- 

duces a synergy of information. We 
now have the tools to combine data-
sets from disparate source into a com-
posite picture of the state and trends 
in the environment. 

(UNEP Activities 
which make use of 
Remote Sensing) 
(Datafor all who 
need them) 
Ladie, and Gentlemen, 

Our first objective in this field 
should be to get the data to those who 
need them. Experience shows that 
this could be the greatest challenge - 
and so far this is the area of least pro-
gress in the deployment of Georgra-
phic Information Systems. There is 
no doubt that the data streaming to 
us from earth resources satellites 
carry enormous amounts of useful 
information. There is no question that 
such data can be of inestimable value 
in understanding earth processes. But 
it is evident that such data are restric-
ted to the privileged few. My chal-
lenge to you is this : if your sensors 
provide information about our shared 
globe, let us freely share the informa-
tion. Let the streams of data improve 
decision making in the Sahel, as well 
in the wheatbelts. Let GIS data pick 
our potentials for increased produc-
tion in the desert fringes as well as for 
coca harvests in the forested high-
lands . Our music, literature, scienti-
fic discoveries, medicine, art .. can be 
shared. Why not our natural resource 
data and the tools to manipulate 
them? 

Two problems however remain, the 
first is cost. In particular, many of us 
are sad to note that data collected 
from space may get more, not less 
expansive to users. Of course, we are 
all grateful for the enormous amount 
of development money which a num-
ber of governments have put into the 
science and hardware of remote sen-
sing. We can appreicate, that some  

returns could be expected. The so-
called "commercialization of space" 
may provide competitive impetus to 
sustain the quality of data and out-
puts, but let us ask ourselves whether 

or not it will limit even more the avai-
lability of valuable data to the 
monied few. At the very least, should 
we not consider an internationally-
agreed, preferential pricing structure 
for satellite data? Such a system 

would distinguish between those 
users concerned with profit and those 
in the business of sustainable deve-
lopment through the wise use of natu-
ral resources? 

The second major problem is politi-
cal. So far countries have found it dif-
ficult to agree among themselves 
where initially they should house a 
remote sensing system (I stress ini-
tially, since eventually each country 
may have its receiving capacity, if not 
its own sateffites). And if countries 
cannot agree as this stage, then they 
may wish to consider calling on inter-
national or regional bodies to house 
such facilities on their natrual 
ground. To do this, greater resources 
than are currently available would 
certainly be needed. 

If international organizations are 
not in a position to step in and carry 
that temporary responsibility, valua-
ble historical data will be lost, whilst 
we debate about where to put the 
satellite dishes. I don't believe we can 
afford this. We certainly cannot 
afford to face our children in ten, 
twenty years, and have to admit to 
them that in fact. 

Greater accessibility to satellite-
generated information requires three 
things : a decrease in dependence on 
high-tech data analysis tools, quick 
access to the data at reasonable costs, 
and training in interpretation and 
application. 

The importance of having access to 
data analysis systems has led UNEP 
to incorporate the Geographic Infor- 
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Figure 8. METEOSAT image of Africa, showing the highly reflective surface of the Sahara and 
other desert areas (Photo by courtesy of the Meteorological Service of France) 
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mation Systems into its environmen-
tal assessment and monitoring tool-
box. You will hear more about GRID, 
the Global Resource Information 
Database, during the course of the 
next week. Let me just say here that 
UNEP hopes to provide the world 
with easy access to global datasets 
wherever they may be, and to help the 
world community and national govrn-
ments, have easier access to the tech-
nology itself. 

GRID's computer rooms (here in 
Nairobi and at the sister facility in 
Geneva) are packed with sophistica-
ted hardware, donated by generous 
and concerned governments and orga-
nizations. But, for the future, I sus-
pact we will look more to those 
modest (at least in terms of cost) little  

microcomputers currently in the cor-
ner of each GRID facility. Quite soon, 
such systems should be available on 
the desk of every planner and mana-
ger in every country, south and north, 
east and west. 

But, data analysis is not much use 
without the data themselves. We - 
and now I am spealdng as an African 
- are growing rather frustrated with 
getting the vital, digital snapshots of 
our countries' resources either third-
hand, or too late to be of much use, or 
not at all. The time is past due when 
Africa - indeed every continent - 
should have earth resources satellite 
receiving capabilities. 

Satellite sensors recorded the entire 
period of the African crisis, but we did  

not completely archive and analyse 
the event - even though we had the 
technology to do so? Do we want to 
admit that we passed up the opportu. 
nity to study, understand, predict, 
and maybe, get closer to solving its 
associated problems? And will we 
have to admit that we failed because 
we could not decide among ourselves 
where to put the hardware? Let us 
move ahead. Let us put the first regio-
nal receiving station in any country 
which is prepared to do this. And if 
this is not possible, let us put it here, 
on UN ground, to start with. Others 
will quickly follow in other parts of 
the continent. Let's get the data 
whilst we need it, so that our environ-
mental analyses will be brought to 
brar on yoday's crises. 
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United Nations 
Environment 
Programme 

African 
Regional 
Workshop 
on 
Economics 
of Dryland 
Degradation 
and 
Rehabilita 

• Albert Acakpovi 

Chef du Service de l'Amenagement du 
Territoire, Ministére du Plan et de la 
Statistique Republic Populaire du 
Benin 
• Solomon Chukwuemeka Arachie 
Assistant Chief Planning Officer 

	• Micheal W.P. Baxter 
Federal Ministry of National Plan- 	World Bank. USA 
ning, Lagos. Nigeria 	 • Pathe Balde 
• Jacob Arntzen 	 Senegal 
ttesearcn reuow, university 01 noes- 	• Jan Boj 
wana 	 Economic Adviser. SADCC Co- 
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ordination Unit for Soil and Water 
Conservation, LESOTHO 
• Solomon Belete 
Head Regional Planning Officer for 
North-Eastern Ethiopia ONCCP 
ETHIOPIA 
• George Jaje Chivunga 
Zambia National Commission for 
Development Planning. NDCP 
ZAMBIA 
• John Alexander Dixon 
East-West Center, HAWAII 
• Malcolm Gordon Douglas 
Chief Project Officer ENGLAND 
• Endom Simon Engoulou 
Cadre 	en 	Environnement, 
CAMEROUN 
• ElMohamady El Sayed Eid 
Chairman of (EEAA) Cabinet of 
Ministers Government of Egypt, 
EGYPT 
• Hassan A. El Mangouri 
Lecturer, Department of Geography, 
University of Khartoum, SUDAN 
• Thami El Khyari 
Professeur, MOROCCO 
• El Tahir El Hag El Tayeb 
Deputy Commissioner (RRC) Relief 
and Rehabilitation Commissioner 
SUDAN 
• Malick Fall 
Directeur pour la Region de l'Afrique 
de l'Ouest et du Sahel, BURKINA 
FASO 

• Bernardo P.Ferraz. 
Head Department of Environment 
and Regional Planning At Amilcar 
Cabral, MOZAMBIQUE 
• Baboucar Gal 
Principal Planner Planning, Program-
ming and Monitoring Unit, 
THE GAMBIA 
• AU Gharbi 
Chef de Bureau Forêts et Mise en 
valeur au Ministére de la Planification 
ALGERIE 

• John Girt 
Director Policy Branch, CANADA 
• Robin J. Grimble 
Principle Scientific Officer (Agricul-
tural Economist) UNITED KING-
DOM 
• Mohamed Adei Hentati 
Cordonnateur National de la Straté-
gie de Lutte Centre Désertification 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, TUNISIA 

• Laboucine Hissem 
Chef de Division Reboisement DRS - 
Ministère Agriculture Direction Faux 
et Foréts MOROCCO 
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LIST OF 
PARTICIPANTS k 
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• Mohamud Ahamed Ayan 
Project Manager Range Agency, 
Somalia 
• Inger Bertilsson 
Environmental Co-ordinator, African 
Development Bank, Côte d'Ivoire 
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Aboubacar Ichaou 
hef Service Protection Sols Direc-
ion des Forést-Faune (MHF), 
4IGER 

David Edward James 
ssociate Professor of Economics 

i1acquarie University, AUSTRALIA 
I Catrinus Jetses Japma 
ssociateofessor University of 
uoningei, IOLLAND 

I BakaryKante 
)irecteur do I'Environnement 
ENEGAL 

I Arvind Kumar Khare 
ociety for Promotion of Wastelands 
)evelopment, INDIA 
I Mokiwa A. Kigoda 
enior Economist Ministry of 
inance, Economic Affairs and Plan-
dng, TANZANIA 
I Aiah Philip Koroma 
Thief Conservator of Forests 
Iinistry of Agriculture, Natural 
tesources and Forestry 
IERRA LEONE 

I Mouloud Lokmane 
lureau Amenagement Dunaire 
LGERIE 

I Walter Lusigi 
roject Co-ordinator, Kenya Arid 
ands Research Station (KARLESO) 
(ENYA 
P Haruna Maamah 
enior Economic Planning Officer 
Iinistry of Financer and Economic 
'lanning, GHANA 
P Donald McRae 
ssistant Secretary, Department of 
rts, Heritage and Environment 

DAHE) Government of Australia, 
tUSTRALIA 
P Mama Karaba 
enior Ecologist, Kenya National 
invironmental Secretariat, KENYA 

Hon J.T. Içoreilach 
ssistant Minister, Ministry of Envi-

onment and Natural Rsources 
AIROBI 

P Joas Elinazi Mannento 
enior Agricultural Officer, Ministry 
f Agriculture and Livestock Devel• 
pment, TANZANIA 

Philip Franklyn Manly-Spain 
)irector, Aid Co-ordinator, Office of 
he President Government of Sierra 
'eone, SIERRA LEONE 

Mahmoud Mohamed Mounir 
)irector of Desert Institute, EGYPT 

Masego Mphathi 
enior Land Development Officpr  

.4 

Ministry of Agriculture, 
BOTSWANA 
• George Kiragu Njiru 
Project Economist UNESCO-Kenya 
Aird Lands Research Station 
KENYA 
• Winston Phamola Ntsekhe 
Director of Technical Services 
LESOTHO 
• Namukilo Ntukutu 
Permanent Secretary Ministry of 
Lands and Natural Resources, 
ZAMBIA 
• Augustine Sunday Nyamatore 
Under-Secretary Government of Sim-
babwe, ZIMBABWE 
• Joao Luis Nhamposse 
National Director, Mozambique 
National Institute for Physical Plan-
ning MOZAMBIQUE 

• George Omollo Ondenge 
Agriculturalist, National Environ-
ment Secretariat, KENYA 
• Terensio Opio Kokorom 
ACA/Director 	Karamoja 
D/Programme, Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Forestry Department of 
Agriculture, ENTEBBE 

• Issakha Palkoubou 
Administrateur Civil en Chef 
(Economiste-Planification) Ministère 
Delégué a Is Présidence de Ia Repu-
blique, Chargé du Plan, CHAD 

• Ray A. Perry 
Consultant Department of Arts, 
Heritage and the Environment, 
AUSTRALIA 

• Aggrey Thabani Pilime 
Senior Land Use Planning Specialist 
Department of Agricultural, Techni-
cal and Extension Services, 
ZIMBABWE 

• Richard Sandbrook 
Vice-President, International Insti-
tute for Environment and Develop-
ment, LONDON WCI 

• El Hadji Sene 
Forestry Department, Food and Agri-
culture Organization, Via delle Terme 
di Caracalla, ITALY 
• Paul Barry Sherman 
Economist East-West Centre 
HAWAII 96848 

• Kamba Souinano 
Directeur Regional Eaux et Forêts 
MALI 

• Brian Spooner 
Consultant Department of Anthropo-
logy, University of Penna, USA 
• Bai Mass Max Taal 
Director for Forestry the Gambia 
• Kajonga Tchouodang 
Ingénieur du Genie Rural, Chargé de 
['Analyse et Formulation de Projets 
CHAD 
• Sileshi Teferra 
Head Regional Development and 
Physical Planning Department, 
Office of the National Committee for 
Central Planning, ETHIOPIA 
• Enil Jacob Bambodt Tutuwan 
Suir-Director for Environment and 
Human Settlements, CAMEROUN 
• Brain Walker 
President International Institute for 
Environment and Development, 
UNITED KINGDOM 
• Guangsen Wang 
Professor, Norhtwest Agricultural 
University Shaanxi, CHINA 

UNEP SECRETA- 
RIAT 

• William H. Mansfield III 
Deputy Executive Director 
• Yusuf J. Ahmad 
Director for Special Assignments 
Office of the Executive Director 
• Robert N'Daw 
Acting Director, Desertification Con-
trol Programme Activity Centre 

• Monique Mainguet 
Deputy Director Desertification Con-
trol Programme ACtivity Centre 
• Uttam G. Dabholkar 
Chief Development Planning and Co-
operation Unit Officer in-Charge, Sup-
port Branch 
• Adnan Zahir Amin 
Consultant, Development Planning 
and Co-operation Unit 

PRESS 

• Nyaboni Machogu 
Information Officer, Kenya News 
Agency, P.O. Box 30025, Nairobi 
Kenya 

• Francis Osman Njuguna 
Senior Reporter Africa Press Service 
(Kenya) P.O. Box 14205, Nairobi 
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FOR 
A WORLD 
FREE OF 
NUCLEAR  
WEAPONS 

I 

W e are meeting today to proclaim humanity's right 
to peace, and to reiterate our commitment to the 

task of protecting this right so that the human race may 
endure. 

Exactly forty one years ago, death and horror descended 
upon Hiroshima. The most dreadful war in history came to 
an end, and the world's nuclear nightmare began. Since 
then we have lived on borrowed time. All that is precious 
and beautiful, all that human civilization has reached for 
and achieved, could, in a short time, be reduced to radioac-
tive dust. 

For four decades the nuclear weapon states have had 
almost sole responsibility to end the nuclear arms race, 
while the rest of the world has been forced to stand 
anxiously on the sidelines. The nuclear arms race has conS 
tinued and become more intense. In the face of the conse-
quent danger of common annihilation, the distinction bet-
ween the powerful and the weak has become meaning. 
less. We are therefore determined that countries such as 
ours which possess no nuclear arsenals will be actively 
involved in all aspects of disarmament. The protection of 
this planet is a matter for all the people who live on it; we 
cannot accept that a few countries should alone decide the 
fate of the whole world. 

The recent tragic accidents at the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant and at the launching of the Challenger space 

shuttle have shown once again how fragile is any security 
based on complex technology alone. And when an accident 
at a peaceful nuclear power plant has such great interna-
tional repercussions, everyone can see very clearly the ter-
rible consequences which would result frome the use of 
even a small fraction of the nuclear armaments which now 
exist in the world. If a repetition of Hiroshima on a global 
scale is to be prevented, it is not merely more knowledge or 
new technologies which are needed, but more wisdom. 

We call for a binding international agreement which out-
laws every use of nuclear weapons. 

In January 1985 our group met in New Delhi to consider 
the perilous development of the nuclear arms race. We 
called for an immediate halt to nuclear testing preparatory 
to a comprehensive test ban treaty, for a cessation in the 
production and development of all nuclear weapons and 
delivery systems as well as for a prohibition on the testing, 
production and deployment of space weapons. We also 
expressed our hope that the United States and the Soviet 
Union would make rapid progress in their bilateral nego-
tiations towards the abolition of all nuclear weapons. We 
have since welcomed the declaration of President Reagan 
and General Secretary Gorbachev in-November 1985, that 
"a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought", 
Now is the time to ensure that such a war does not occur. 
We are, therefore, deeply concerned about the lack of evi-
dent progress so far in these negotiations. 
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We are aware, however, that both powers have recently 
taken different steps that could help to overcome some 
obstacles and serve as a new framework for reaching 
agreements. We are convinced that security is not impro-
ved by increasing the capacity for destruction through the 
accumulation of weapons: on the contrary, true security is 
better ensured through the reduction of armaments. 
Nuclear disarmament, and ultimately the complete elimi-
nation of nuclear weapons, Is an absolute priority. Howe-
ver, in this context, the problem of a balancea reduction in 
the conventional weapons must also be given appropriate 
attention. 

We remain convinced that no issue is more urgent and 
crucial today than bringing to an end all nuclear tests. 
Both the qualitative and the quantitative development of 
nuclear weapons exacerbate the arms race, and both would 
be inhibited by the complete abolition of nuclear weapons 
testing. 

Furthermore, it Is clear that continued development of 
nuclear weapons by those who already possess them is 
detrimental to the efforts to prevent the acqusition of 
nuclear weapons by other states which have until now 
refrained from acquiring them, We must recognise that, 
just as a drug addict cannot be cured by injecting him 
withe more and more drugs, neither can an arms addicted 
world be saved from war by an infinite accumulation of 
weapons. The time to stop is now. 

In October 1985 and February 1986, and again In April 
this year, we have exchanged correspondence with Presi-
dent Reagan and General Secretay Gorbachev. We urged 
them to undertake a fully verifiable suspension of nuclear 
testing, at least util their next summit meeting. We also 
proposed that this suspension should be immediately follo-
wed by negotiations for the conclusion of a comprehensive 
test ban treaty. We offered our assistance to help ensure 
adequate verification of such a halt in tests. 

We have been encouraged by the consideration which 
has been given to our approaches and by the international 
attention which the nuclear test issue has been accorded. 
We continue to urge that what has so far been a unilateral 
moratorium by one of the two major nuclear states should 
soon become at least a bilateral moratorium. 

To facilitate an immediate cessation of nuclear testing 
we are presenting In a separate document a concrete offer 
of assistance to achieve adequate verification arrange-
ments. We are prepared to participate in cooperative 
efforts together with the US and USSR to establish tam-
porary measures. 

These could greatly enhance confidence in a US-USSR 
moratorium and constitute important steps towards the 
establishment of an adequate verification system for a 
comprehensive test ban treaty. Such measures could 
include the establishment of temporary monitoring sta- 

- 

- 
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tions at existing test sites, arrangements for utilizing exis-
ting stations in the US and the USSR for monitoring their 
territories outside the test sites, as well as inspections of 
large chemical explosions. We welcome that the US and 
the USSR have started bilateral talks recently on nuclear 
testing issues. We have decided to propose to the leaders 
of the US and the USSR that experts from our six nations 
meet with Soviet and American experts. The purpose 
should be to explain in detail our proposals, to discuss how 
they could be implemented, and to explore other possible 
ways in sliich our six countries could facilitate test baii 
verification. We are further strengthening our mutual coo-
peration with a view to monitoring and announcing 
ongoing test activities. And our six nations will also consi-
der steps by which the non-nuclear weapons states may 
cooperate in international, verification arrangements rela-
ted to future nuclear disarmament agreements. 

We reiterate our demand that an arms race in outer 
space be prevented. Space belongs to bumanity, and as 
participants in this common heritage of mankind, we 
object to the outer space of our earth being misused for 
destructive purposes. It is particularly urgent to halt the 
developement of anti-satellite weapons, which would 
threaten the peaceful space activities of many nations. We 
urge the leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union 
to agree on a halt to further tests of antisatellite weapons, 
in order to facilitate the conclusion of an international 
treaty on their prohibition. Our New Delhi warning that 
the development of space weaponry would endanger a 
number of agreements on arms limitation and disarma-
ment is already proving to be justified. We stress that the 
existing treaties safeguarding the peaceful uses of outer 
space, as well as the 1972 Treaty on the limiation of Anti-
Ballistic Missile Systems, be fully honoured, strenghtened 
and extended as necessary in the light of more recent tech-
nological advances. 

Unfortunately in recent times respect for international 
law has reached one of its lowest ebbs. Rights of weaker 
nations are being trampled upon with impunity. Treaties 
are being violated to suit the convenience of nations, espe-
cially the strongest among them. It is imperative, if the 
efforts to move towards nuclear disarmament are to make 
progress, that the United Nations must be strengthened 
and its Charter as well as treaties relating to disarmament 
be observed in both letter and spirit.  

threat to internationi peace and security. This threat is 
aggrava t- 
ed in many developing countries in which the external debt 
problem reduces still further their ability to allocate suffi-
cient resources for dealing with the urgent and fundamen-
tal needs among their people. The transfer of resources 
from military expenditure to economic and social de-
velopment is, therefore, a fundamental necessity of our 
times. 

Our message from Mexico is to urge the leaders of the 
United States of America and the Soviet Union to continue 
and to reinvigorate the dialogue which they started last 
year; to set a firm date for a new meeting between them. 
and by an approach of mutual compromise and concilia-
tion to ensure in the field of disarmament. Each side has 
the capacity to destroy the world many times over. There 
can be no suggestion that either would be showing weak-
ness by a willingness to be conciliatory. The spirit of 
Geneva must be revived and strengthened. And we stress 
again our determination to try to facilitate agreement bet-
ween the nuclear weapon states, and to work with them, as 
well as with all other nations, for the common security of 
humankind and for peace. 

Once again, we urge people, parliaments and govern-
ments the world over to give active support to our appeal. 
Every individual has a right to peace and a responsibility 
to strive for it. Neither together nor separately can the 
peoples of the world remove the horror of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki from human memory; but together we can and 
we must remove this looming horror from our future. 

RAUL ALFONSIN 
President of Argentina 

ANDREAS PAPANDREOU 
Prime Minister of Greece 

RAJIV GANDHI 
Prime Minister of India 

MIGUEL DE LA MADRID HURTADO 
President of Mexico 

The squandering of the world's limited resources on INGVAR CARLSSON 
armaments stands in sombre and dramatic contrast to the Prune Minister of Sweden 
permanent malnutrition leading to a life in misery and an 
early death - to say nothing of the ever-present threat of 
famine - which is the lot of miffions of people on earth. JULIUS NYERERE 
Poverty and economic hopelessness also constitute a First President of Tanzania 
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Julius 
Nyerere 
First 
President 
of Tanzania 

COLLEAGUES AND FRIENIS 

S ince our first Joint Statement in May 1984, our liii-
tiative has received very widespread support from 

public opinion and from many national and religious lea. 
ders. We have been praised and awarded prizes. 

But our praises and our prizes were for trying, nor for 
succeeding. Nuclear Weapons Tests are still being carried 
Out, and there has been no obvious progress in disarma-
ment discussions. We must therefore continue to try. For 
we have a direct involvement in the success of the world 
campaign to abolish nuclear weapons. It is the future of 
life on earth - the earth of all of us - which is jeopardised 
by the possibility of nuclear war. 

We therefore have a right to be heard. As nations and 
peoples we exist. And, whatever other rights our peoples 
lack, they have at least the right to continue to exist. 

In 1984 the United Nations Secretary General put this 
question to the leading nuclear powers: By what right do 
they decide the fate of humanity? Ignoring that question 
is a level of imperialism as yet unreached in human his-
tory. It is worse much worse-than the colonisation of 
Africa.That could be-and almost has been-undone, albeit 
with much suffering. Wiping out the human race is a catas-
trophe which no sane human being should contemplate. It 
is the final unforgivable sin against God, against Man, and 
against all Creation. 

Today we are repeating our call for a halt to all nuclear 
tests. We appreciate the several times extended unilateral 
moratorium by the Soviet Union; we hope that it will be 
once again extended until the projected meeting between 
General Secretary Gorbachev and President Reagan. With 

redoubled urgency we call upon the United States of Ame-
rica and its allies, to halt-even now-all further tests until 
that Summit Meeting, and then to agree to a joint morato-
rium. No weakness is displayed by this small first step 
towards easing the atmosphere for disarmament discus-
sion. We appeal to all the leaders of the nuclear weapons 
states to have the courage to show at least this much good-
will towards those they fear, and thus to reduce the 
grounds for fear. 

Insofar as verification of an agreed moratorium is a pro-
blem for the nuclear weapons states, we offer our help. We 
believe also that many non-nuclear weapons nations would 
be willing to join us, perhaps under the umbrella of the 
United Nations, in monitoring a Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty. 

We urge a test ban because it is necessary to stop going 
forward before you can turn round and go in the opposite 
direction. A test ban would inhibit the development of new 
weapons at the same time as reducing confidence in those 
which exist. 

I believe that there is another step which could be taken 
without any nation reducing its own security. Any nuclear 
weapons nation which does not have an aggressive intent 
could adopt and declare a policy of 'No first use'. By 
making clear both in words and in their strategic decisions-
that "We opt for Life: We call for Life!" 
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I T was at Nau that the Chairman of the Nmiignd Movouit Mr. Rajv (xIi, 
4inflaI to the wkl that the time was runilig out for the eTh iegine of South 

Africa. A iux!dtrant Mrs. Thatcher bowed to the Qinmtinceahh jxae when  Priian 
Mhiistaie of Ausralhi and Canada ji*ied Mr. Gaidi in .LImg uiate anfwit 
diane eowximc meanwan agt the Pret*zhi regins. But the ituaini in Southern Africale 
at a fladi polnt The hievitable fall of Lieta Botha may xove tobe the bkioi&at in rece4 ha-
txy. lidi, a uiunfry at a higIan levrl of dewioi*nant amongst the Thiti Ww14 has to 
vkle a lead in the fast deterh'atkag thtoatiim in Southani Africa. Thlele tma1an Mr. Gun-
(Iii's vit to the four Frout&ie aiunlries - Zambia, 7lmbebwe, Angola and Th,wsn. - 
firnely and olgolficant 

The Prime Minister led a powerful 
delegation which included Mr. P. Shiv 
Shankar, External Affairs Minister, 
Mr. Eduardo Faleiro, Minister of 
State for External Affairs and the 
Minister of State for Fertilisers, Mr. 
Natwar Singh, who is well versed 
with the Africa Policy and the non-
aligned matters. It was in the nature 
and purpose of the visit that Mr. Gan-
dhi spent maximum available time in 
having private and informal talks 
with leaders of these countries. 

This was the first ever visit by an 
Indian Prime Minister to all the 
Frontline countries. India's Africa 
Policy was clearly spelt out during 
the visit, the main thrust of which 
would be to get comprehensive econo-
mic sanctions applied against Preto-
ria without any further delay and at 
the same time strengthen South-
South cooperation. 

India has always maintained that 
political freedom means little without 
economic self-reliance. Africa is the 
only region in the world where per 
capite food production has declined 
during the past two decades. In offer. 
ing to transplant the Green Revolu-
tion to Africa, the Prime Minister 
said if India can achieve agricultural 
self-sufficiency, why Africa cannot do 
likewise. India's time-tested appro-
priate technology is more relevant to 
Africa than the capital-intensive high 
technology of the West. It was decid-
ed by the leaders during the visit that 
high-powered economic delegations 
will visit India from each of these 
countries to finalise areas of trade 
and economic cooperation. 

The five.day tour of the Prime 
Minister is revealing in more than one 
respect. Perhaps, there was no gold at 
the end of the gentle curve of the rain-
bow in the gorge of the magnificent 
Victoria Falls, but Mr. Gandhi did 
discover a wealth of friendship. Many 
of the Africa leaders have had long-
standing personal relationship with 

Indian leaders and have drawn inspi-
ration from them during their inde-
pendence struggles. A younger Mr. 
Gandhi evoked an equally emotive 
response from African leaders. 

Intensely humane and Gandhian 
leader Kennth Kaunda of Zambia 
recalled India's leadership of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and the late Prime 
Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi. Refer-
ring to the recent US aggrandisement 
in Libya and Angola, he felt that a 
world order carefully built up during 
the past few decades is being syste-
matically destroyed. Mr. Rajiv Gan-
dhi set the tone of his visit by calling 
upon the nations of the world to apply 
comprehensive mandatory sanctions 
against South Africa without delay. 
He attacked the indulgence of the 
nuclear powers in spending billions on 
new research in weapons of mass des-
truction, while many in the third 
world are still struggling for mere 
existence. 

There are over 25000 Indians in 
Zambia, mostly professionals in the 
fields of medicine, engineering and 
commerce. India exports transport 
equipment, a variety of consumer 
goods, drugs and pharmaceuticals. It 
is also assisting Zambia in setting up 
small-scale industries and a number 
of projects are on the anvil. Mr. Gan- 

dhi inaugurated a new Chancery buil-
ding in Lusaka. Built on a perfect 
square in Buddhist architecture, it 
carries a message of peace, friendship 
and progress. 

Although Mr. Gandhi's acquain-
tance with Mr. Robert Mugabe, Prime 
Minister of Zimbabwe, was limited to 
having met him at a few international 
forums, the two leaders established a 
quick rapport. During the six short 
years of Zimbabwe's independence 
Mr. Mugabe visited India thrice. He 
recounted at the banquet in Harare 
how he had always valued and depen-
ded on the wise counsel of Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi admired Mr. 
Mugabe's efforts at national recons-
truction and building a multiracial 
society. Denouncing racist South 
Africa as a regime without any shame 
and any sense of human decency he 
made it clear that there is no alterna-
tive to immediate application of com-
prehensive mandatory sanctions. 
Harare will host the 8th nonaligned 
summit in September this year. 

The visit to Angola was the first 
ever by an Indian Prime Minister. 
The young President Mr. Jose 
Eduardo Dos San tos and Mr. Gandhi, 
who are almost of the same age, fored 
a new friendship which holds great 
possibilities for the future. Angola is 
an oilproducing country, rich in mine-
ral resources and an exporter of dia-
monds. However, its economy is in a 
shambles due to its incessant war 
against South Africa. 

Mr. Rajiv Gandhi was deeply 
impressed by the indomitable courage 
of the Angolan people, fighting first 
against the Portuguese and now 
against the racist Pretoria regime. 
Mr. Gandhi evinced keen interest in 
the armed forces central museum in 
Luanda which preserves the cultural 
heritage of the people. The Prime 
Minister and Mrs. Sonia Gandhi 
spent considerable time savouring 
details of the exhibits. The museum 
also displays various facets of the 
independence struggle under founder 
President Neto. The arms and wea- 

- 
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Rajiv Gandhi Visits 
Frontline African States 

I 

pons, used in suppression and subver-
sion by South Africa and the US-
aided rebel UNITA forces, are also 
displayed here. During his visit, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi announced the opening 
of India's diplomatic mission in 
Luanda. He also offered help in the 
preservation of the Angolan museum. 

On the last leg of his tour the Prime 
Minister visited Tanzania with which 
also India has close relationship. Mr. 
Gandhi established a good equation 
with the new president Mr. All Has-
san Mwinyi. The two leaders discuss-
ed a wide range of issues, both inter-
national and bilateral. Mr. Gandhi 
also had a meeting with the elder eta- 

tesman and father figure of Tanzania, 
Mr. Julius Nyerere. Mr. Gandhi 
offered Indian expertise to Tanzania 
in various fields, including agricul-
ture. 

Tanzania has a very large number 
of Indians engaged in the develop-
ment process of that country. While 
Zambia and Zimbabwe too have a con-
siderable section of Indian commu-
nity, there are not many Indian sett-
lers in Angola. The Prime Minister 
took time out of his busy schedule to 
meet the Indian community in each 
country. Mr. Gandhi asked the Indian 
community to rise to the needs of the 
country of their domicile and enhance 

India's prestige. 
India has always had close and 

friendly relations with the African 
nations. As members of the non-
alinged movement the two sides had 
near identity of views on most world 
issues. But to strengthen South-
South cooperation and actively parti-
cipate in the freedom struggle of 
Africa, personal contacts between the 
leaders are necessary. This is particu-
larly so now that the situation in Sou-
thern Africa is very serious. India is 
committed to seeing the flag of free-
dom flutter in the phoenix settlement 
near Durban from where Mahatma 
Gandhi set out to liberate his people. 
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Final Report 
The South African government has been taking preven-

five measures through the implementation of its Constel-
lation of States policy. This is based on the presumption 
that certain things cannot be changed in the same way as 
one cannot change a system of stars. One of the unchan-
geables is South Africa's role as a great regional power. In 
order to secure its position it embarked on the coercion of 
its neighbours to recognise it. Herein lies the greatest 
significance of the Nkomati agreement with Mozambique. 
South Africa enforced its recognition by one of the Front-
line States, a success which was not lost on South Africa's 
Asked how the developments in South Africa relate to 
European Security Professor Ginther answered. The rela-
tion should be viewed in cultural terms rather than in mili-
tary terms. For Europe the regime of apartheid represents 
a serious cultural and social crisis because Europe looked 
away and allowed apartheid to entrench itself in South 
Africa. In terms of European passivity and resignation 
and even an acceptance of the regime by our governments 
it has become a true cultural catastrophe. If the situation 
in South Africa deteriorates into a bloodbath as many poe-
pIe fear, Europe will bear a responsibility for its non-
action. Furthermore if the South African defence strate-
gists are really to implement their concept that South 
Africa's defence zone stretches up to the Equator, any 
preemptive strike by the South African Air Force beyond  

the region of southern Africa will turn what is still a regio-
nal conflict into a continental conflict." 

The session on South Africa was concluded by Claes-
Adam Wachtmeister's contribution on "The Swedish 
South Africa Debate" in which he explained bow South 
Africa entered the Swedish political scene. The Sharpeville 
massacee in 1960 shocked the Swedish public and made it 
aware of South African realities. In 1976 the outbreak of 
violence in Soweto revived public interest and made the 
Swedish government react in an unprecedented way: For 
the first time the Swedish traditional policy of following 
the decisions of the Security Council of the United Nations 
on sanctions was abandoned. In 1979 a unilateral measure 
- prohibition of new investments - was enacted by the 
parliament. At that time Sweden was for ahead of any 
other West European country's policy on South Africa, a 
position which Sweden lost in 1986. The government decli-
ned to follow Norway and Denmark in banning all trade 
with South Africa, making this measure dependent on the 
outcome of the Security Council's debate on the matter 
expected to take place before the end of 1986. 

During the debate on sanctions against South Africa 
and their impact on South Africa's military power Singe 
Landgren contended that they would not bring about the 
collapse of the military, but would gradually turn South 
Africa's military equipment into museum pieces. She re-
emphasised that South African selfsuffidency is grossly 
exaggerated and that South Africa simply cannot keep up 
the modernization of its armed forces without outside 
help. Tony Hodges suggested that more attention should 
be paid to South Africa's retaliatory measures against its 
neighbours which might increase as soon as sanctions are 
imposed. There was a difference of opinion on the employ- 
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OF AFRICA 
by 

Dr. Zdenek Cervenka, director 
of the symposium 

ment of a Pan African military force or possibly a non-
aligned military force to protect South Africa's neigh-
bours against military attacks and sabotage. Elizabeth 
Ohene expressed profound scepticism that this would ever 
happen, but CoHn Legum was much more opthniatm and 
saw the defence of South Africa's neighbours as one of the 
opportunities for an increased role for Europe, which could 
provide the necessary funds. 

Conclusions and recommendations 
The symposium was concluded by a set of recommenda-

tions for research work which it was felt should follow up 
what was regarded as a very stimulating and thought pro-
voking conference. The following were the themes which 
were suggested for further study: 1. The Military capabi-
lity of the Frontline States and the nature of the military 
and logistic support which would be required for streng-
thening the defence of their territories in general and that 
of the Beira corridor in Particular. 

2. Research looking into the extent of the abuse of 
human rights by the military and autocratic regimes and a 
study of ways and means by which the existing trends 
could be reversed. Special attention should be paid to the 
impact of the armed conflicts as the main cause of the pro-
blem of refugees and on how the European countries can, if 
at all, assist the internal process of democratization of 
African political life. 

a 
3. Much acclaimed was the proposal for research inspi-

red by Professor Ginther's thoughts about the effects of 
withdrawal of diplomatic recognition of South Africa and 
on the problem of nation building in post-apartheid South 
Africa modelled on the concept of a non-racial rather than 
a multiracial society. 

Background to the symposium 
The preparatory work for the symposium drew on the 

research programme on "Security, Peace and Stability in 
Africa" which is based at the Scandinavian Institute of 
African Studies at Uppsala. It was initiated by Dr. Zdenek 
Cervenka who also organized and directed the symposium. 

A grant for the symposium was received from the Swe-
dish Ministry for Foreign Affairs from its special fund for 
research on problems of special importance in the field of 
international relations and security. 

The purpose of the grant was to provide "seed money" 
for getting off the ground a project which has been regar-
ded as relevant to Swedish foreign policy on peace and 
security issues 

Institutional co-operation 
In the course of work on the project African security 

close relations were established with two African centres 
for research on security (the only ones in Africa apart from 
South Africa), namely, the Nigerian Institute of Interns-
tional Affairs in Lagos and the Al-Ahrsm Centre for Inter-
national and Strategic Studies in Cairo. The latter was 
represented at the symposium by its director, Professor El 
Sayed Yassin. The Nigerian point of view was well repre-
sented by Peter Enahoro, eminent Nigerian publisher and 
political commentator. 

- 
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- 	-•---- '- •-• 	'' 	List of Participants 
AFRICA 

Rasheed Khider, Deputy Ambassador (Bonn) represent-
mg Major General All Suleiman Ibrahim, Director of the 
High Military Academy in Khartoum. 

Peter Enahoro, Nigerian writer and publisher of the Afri-
can political monthly Africa Now, with half a million rea-
ders in Africa. He has consistently opposed military rule 
and he founded African Human Rights Award of which 
the President of Gambia, Sir Dawda Jawara is a patron. 

Elizabeth Ohene, the first African woman journalist to 
become chairman and editor-in-chief of the Ghanaian press 
group, Daily Graphic, and later editor of Talking Drums. 

Professor Sayed Yassin, Director, AI-Ahram Centre for 
International and Strategic Studies, Cairo. 
AUSTRIA 

Dr. Konrad Ginther is Professor in International Law 
and Head of the Institute of International Law and Inter-
national Relations at the University of Gras. He is the 
coordinator of a project on the development of internatio-
nal law with African law schools in Lagos, Harare and 
Dakar. Author of An Afro-European Dialogue: New Pers-
pectives and Conceptions of International Law. 

BELGIUM 

The Scandinavian Institute 

of African Studies 

- 	 "--- 	 - -, '-- - - 

-r—,-.- 

The Stockholm International 

Peace Research Institute 

U I Philips Borel, leading Belgian expert on Zaire and editor 
of a dounmentation series, Info-Zaire. He is a member of 

The Swedish Institute Comité Zaire, an influencial political lobby which has been 
credited with a number of successful interventions on of International Affairs 	 behalf of the victims of the oppressive regime of General 
Mobutu. 
GREAT BRITAIN 

In Sweden the symposium helped to strengthen the 
links between the Scandinavian Institute of African Stu-
dies and the Stockholm International Peace Research Ins-

-titute (SIPRI), and the Swedish Institute for International 
Affairs in Stockholm (UPI) SIPRI hosted the symposium 
:and its director Dr. Waither Stiltzle, who opened the 
-eymposluin, took a keen interest in its proceedings. Direc-
:tor of UPI Dr. Nordal Aherman, who was one of the parti-
:cipants, arranged an evening session at UPI on Monday 
Novemebr 10, combIned with dinner. The director of the 
-Scandinavian Institute of African Studies, docent Anders 
•Hjort, received the participants at the conclusion of the 
symposium on Wednesday November 12 at an informal 
party at the Institute where he briefed the guests about 
the Institute's activities. 

Publication of proceedings 
Great Importance was attached by all participants to the 

dissemination of the findings of the symposium in order to 
stimulate a broad debate both In Africa and in Europe so 
as to Increase the intellectual Impact on follow-up 
research. The proceedings of the symposium are currently 
being transcribed and sent to individual authors for 

Dr. Simon Baynham, senior lecturer at the Royal Mili-
tary Academy, Sandhurst, is an expert on civil-military 
relations in International affairs. He is the author of South 
African Security Establishment. 

Colin Legum is the editor of the African Contemporary 
Record and Third World Reports. He is a former associate 
editor of the London Observer. He has published a score of 
books and monographs on Africa and other Third World 
countries, his latest book, SouthAfrica on the rocks will be 
published later this year. 

Charles Meynell, one of the best informed and widely 
travelled British investigative journalists and editor of 
Africa Confidential 1981-1986. Be is frequently interview-
ed by the BBC African programme. 

Tony Hodges is a senior analyst at the Economic Intelli-
gence Unit in London. He is the author of Western Sahara: 
The roots of a Desert War (1983). He has just completed a 
study on Angola to 1990: 0i4 War and Reconstruction to 
be published in December 1988. 
WEST GERMANY 

Dieter Habicht-Benthln, Director of the German-Afro-
Arab Bureau in Bonn, former head of the German-African 
'Society and publisher of Afrika Heute, Dritte Welt Maga-
zine and Die Neue. 

.amenamenta. iney win ne eaneo and PUDU5flSQ In 000K 	 Dr. Winrich Kühne, Head of the African Depamnent at 
form in 1987. the Institute for International Policy and Security atEben- 

hausen, a "think tank "for the Bonn Government. He is the 
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foremost German expert on Soviet policy in Africa. He has 
recently published a book on Soviet Africa policy in the 
Gorbachev era, which also will be the title of his talk. 
SWEDEN 

Nicole Ball is a visiting Research Associate at the Swe-
dish Institute of International 4ffairs. Her writings 
include Security and Economy in the Third World and The 
Military in the Development Process : a Guide to Issues. 

Dr. Zdenek Cervenka, The Scandinavian Institute of 
African Studies Author of The Nigerian War 1967-70 and 
of The Nuclear Axis - The Secret Collaboration between 
West Germany and South Africa. Director of the sympo-
sium. 

Mildred Erilisson, Africa correspondent for Swedish 
TV2 and producer of a film on South Africa, Solidarity 
Laze Gunnar Flematrom, special advisor to the ASEA 
group on foreign trade policy. 

Per Forelind, Foreign Editor, Svenska Dagbladet 

Singe Landgren, Senior researcher, SIPRI, author of 
Escalation of the Conflict in South.rnAfrica and the forth-
coming Embargo Disimplemented: A Case Study of South 
Africa's Militay Industry. 

Peter Nobe4 Discrimination ombudsman, DO, Board 
Member of the European Human Rights Foundation. 

Claes-Adam Wachtmeister, Semor editor, the Swedish 
Institute of International Affairs, writer on South Africc 
author of "Sydafrika-refromoch fortryck " 

Dr. Nordal Aker,nan, Director of the Swedish Institute 
of International Affairs, Stockholm, Editor in Chief of 
"Internationelle Studier" and author of "On the Doctrine 
of Limited War" 

Observers from the Swedish Ministiy for Foreign Affaira 
Michael Dahi, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Political 
Department, Head of section. 

Anders Mollander; Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Politi-
cal Department, Head of section. 

Manna Wlngborg, Ministry for  Foreign Affairs, Head of 
section. 
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NAMIBIA 
COIJNCIIOF 

In his early career Mr. Tihabanello 
served as a teacher at Martin Luther 
High School and was involved in set-
ting up what is now the Education 
Department of the Council of Chur-
ches. In 1979 he went to the U.S.A. to 
further his studies, gaining a degree 
in Medical Technology from Mankato 

Church, was also an active organiser 
and speaker for the Namibian libera-
tion movement, SWAPO. 

The funeral was held in Mr. Tlhabe 
nello's home district of Gobabis, 200 
kilometres east of Windhoek. The 
Reverend Henrik Witbooi, elder of 
the Afrit',.n M.thniilat JniannR 

State 	University 	and 	a 	Masters Church 	Vice-president 	of CHLJRCHES Degree in Public Health at Columbia SWAPO gave the main address and University in New York. On his the 	coffin 	was 	draped 	with 	the 

OFFICIAL return to Namibia in 1984 Mr. Tihaba- SWAPO flag. I neuo helped set up a medical clinic 

DIES project in the south of Namibia. He 
Associate 	General 

The 	Reverend 	Iipinge.Kristof 
Shuuya, 	General 	Secretary 	of was 	appointed 

Secretary of the Council of Churches UELCSWA, an umbrella organisa- 
in June 1986. tion for the Evangelical Lutheran 

0 Church in Namibia, said that despite 
he had • 	Namibia attended the funeral Mokganedi Tihabanello married 

the unhappy circumstances 

I 	on Sunday 11 January, of Mr. Mokga- Mihes Baffrath in 175 and they had 
been encouraged by the feeling of 

I 	nedi Tihabanello, the recently appoin- four children, Tiro, now aged 10, unity at the funeral. Mr. Tlhabanello 
I 	ted Associate General Secretary of Mpho 8, Tangeni 6 and Mokganedi 2. came from a small tribal grouping, 

the Council of Churches in Namibia, the Tswanas, but hundreds of people 
who died suddenly on January 2. Dr. Abisai Shejavali, General Secre- from 	different 	tribes 	and 	back- 

tary of the CCN, said that Mr. Tiha- grounds from all over the country had 
Mr. Mokganedi Tihabanello, age 38, baneflo's death was a tragic loss, both attended his funeral. "It is a good 

IN 	died in hospital in Windhoek, appa- to himself personally, to the Council sign the people want to cooperate, to $ 	rently of natural causes, having expe- and to the independence aspirations be united, to work together," said • 	rienced heart problems during the of the Nainibian people. Mr. Tlhaba- Pastor Shuuya, "they don't want 
day. 

U nello, a member of the Lutheran separation." 

—•—U—•—U—.•—U—U—U—U—S 	 —•—I 
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Africa 

pen Letter 
To Botha 
(The writer is a leading Afrihaner novelist and essayist. 
This is an open letter to President P. W. Botha protesting 
the state of emergency). 

GRAHAMSTOWN, 
(South Africa): 

M R. STATE PRESIDENT: 
You have now succeeded in establishing a deadly 

silence surrounding yourself and your government. Now 
no one can report on what you are planning or doing, no 
one can expose your lies and evils, no one can speak up for 
those oppressed, hounded, turned out of their burning 
homes, tortured or killed by the latest incarnation of the 
Gestapo. Not even the number of those who are disappea-
ring around us daily may be divulged. 

Why did you do this ? You were annoyed, no doubt, by 
the proddings of the courts and by interference from con-
cerned individuals, parliamentary investigators, enterpri-
sing journalists and others who persisted to bring to light 
the truths about your embattled regime. But in fact, with 
your arrogance, intransigence and organized campaigns of 
terror against the oppressed, you created the circumstan-
ces you required for the declaration of a state of emer-
gency. 

Police Action 

You assure us that you have good reason. "I have the 
facts," you shout. But we have seen the quality of your 
"facts" before. Your minister of police offered the world 
your facts when he told us in March 1985 that your coura-
geous and beleaguered police had tamed a violent mob at 
Uitenhage, near Port Elizabeth. But public pressure forced 
you to institute a judicial commission of inquiry to look 
into what had happened, and we learnt that the police had 
fired into a peaceful procession of men, women, childrèn 
and babies, killing no less than 21'demonstrators. 

You try to convince gullible we&tern leaders like Ronald 
Reagan and Margaret Thatcher that you are in fact a great 
reformer. So you scrap the Mixed Marriages Act but then 
refuse to allow married people from different races to live 
together where they choose. You end forced removals; then 

"co-incidental" violence involving your security forces 
happens to encourage the homeless to move voluntarily. 
You abolish the pass laws, then you set about arresting 
countless blacks for "trespassing." You bring a handful of 
coloured and Indian people into Parliament and offer them 
an illusion of power sharing, but the moment they hesitate 
to cooperate in passing some of the most draconian legisla-
tion this country has ever seen you treat them like school-
boys - and press ahead with the legislation regardless. 

You announce that you will discuss constitutional 
reform with black leaders while ensuring that the true lea-
ders of the people are kept in jail or detention. You assure 
the world that this is a free country, yet since long before 
the state of emergency the maekest peaceful protests have 
been brutally broken up. You tell us you are a Christian, 
yet you send in your forces to fire tear gas at funeral pro-
cessions, forcing the mourners to drop their coffins on the 
road. And when we profess that we cannot believe you, you 
try to end all criticism by imposing the big silence. 

Where do I stand as a writer in this state of emergency? 
I know very well where I stand : The very act of commit. 
ting to paper this open letter to you is a crime. 

I can be arrested for this. And if that happens, you may 
do your best to ensure that people in South Africa will not 
even know that I am among the innumerable nameless 
ones who are disappearing every day, 

But I also know that I cannot submit to being silenced 
forcibly - not as long as I have a conscience to live with 
and I have breath enough to say "I accuse!" 

I have no illusions about what a writer cen do, physi-
cally. But neither should you have illusions about a 
writer's impotence. 

You are confident that you have finally reduced us to 
silence. But you have not. There may be some temporary 
silence in the land : the silence of prison walls so thick that 
you cannot see the blood on the insides of them or hear the 
muffled screams. But that blood, those screams, have a 
way of filtering through into the pens of writers. 
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I appeal to the writers of my land to bear witness. We 
will not be silent forever. We have history and truth on our 
side. 

You muzzle journalists. The "facts" may not be report-
ed, except in the bland or mutilated forms of your choice. 
But fiction has a way of recording a truth deeper than fact. 
What cannot be stated directly we can record in other 
ways : that is what makes us writers. If not allowed to 
publish, we must find other ways to disseminate what 
conscience impels us to write. If need be, we must emulate 
Russian colleagues and resort to samizdat. 

SOURCE: 

(New York Times) 
(Times of India) 

Africa9  s   
Other Crises 
S OUTH Africa's crimes of apartheid and destabilisa-

tión games have always claimed exclusive media 
attention, in the process putting in shade crucial problems 
of the continent. Decades of drought and debt and fratrici-
dal wars have done such damage to the continent that no 
Pan-African effort can be the sole answer to it. 

The economic and related crises in this troubled conti-
nent need greater attention from the world than apartheid. 

The human problem first. Many Africans could be hun-
grier four years from now than they were in 1980. The ave-
rage per capita consumption of basic foodstuffs in 20 low 
Income countries in sub-Saharan Africa is expected to be 
lower in 1990 compared with the level attained in 1979-80, 
according to an FAO report. 

The region had also the highest rate of population 
growth coupled with a declining rate of investment, the 
lowest in the world. There was also a hasty prediction that 
1986 would see a 50 per cent rise in food production in eight 
Sahel countries. The UN Economic Commission for Africa 
agreed that there was a bumper harvest but cautioned at 
the same time that the economic crisis was far from over. 

DEVELOPMENT FIELD 
People working in the development field are looking 

more closely than ever at the phenomenon of famine, pla-
cing the blame on a combination of overpopulation and 
government and international policies. Experts go beyond 
the immediate causes such as rain and shortages to study 
the interaction of population pressure, land management 
and an international economy that promotes production of 
cash crops rather than local staples. Birth rates in parts of 
Africa are among the highest in the world. While the glo-
bal rate of population growth is just under one per cent, it 
is four per cent in Kenya. 

According to UN projections, Africa's population which 
was only 500 million in 1980 will be 1.5 billion in 2025. A 
mixture of high popUlation growth and declining physical 
environment has led to a phenomenal fall in the per capita 
production of foodgrains. 

FOOD SITUATION 
The forty.first session of the UN General Assembly 

debating the critical food situation in Africa called upon 
the rich countries to respond more generously to meet the 
continent's needs for which a billion dollar UN programme 
has already been chalked out. This call became ir'perative 
1) because nearly 19 million Africans face the spectre of 
famine and 2) because the response to an earlier UN appeal 
in May was disappointing. 

To reverse this trend, more than immediate measures, 
long term strategies are crucial. Specialists agree that the 
crises will worsen unless reliable food and export systems 
are put in place. On a larger scale, development projects 
have disrupted marketing systems and altered farming 
techniques which once protected the fragile soil. Scientists 
say much arable land is beyond saving and more is threate-
ned every year. The huge loans offered by developed coun-
tries and their representative organisations do not insist 
on capital investment to modernise agriculture. The objec-
tive is to apparently grow cash for export and not food-
grains for domestic consumption. Agricultural techniques 
in Africa are still very primitive. Locusts are another pro-
blem. A Times (London) report says that for the first time 
in more than half a century five different locust species are 
simultaneously multiplying at an almost unprecedented 
rate. They are threatening to destroy millions of acres of 
food crops. 

Agricultural experts say that Africa is gradually losing 
its ability to feed itself. The only successful strategy for 
economic development in the continent, therefore, will be 
the one that restores it natural systems on which the eco-
nomy depends. More than one-third of Africa's population 
of 520 million lived entirely on imported foodgrains in 
1984. Food imports claimed 20 per cent of export earnings. 
Good production in 1985-86 might have gone up by 35 per 
cent in 45 African countries. This figure sounds flattering 
only if we forget that 1984-85 was a lean year. The forecast 
for the next five years is frightening. Before the rains came 
last year, around a million people died in the famine that 
devastated Africa. 

COMMODITY PRICES 
Added to this adverse external environment are low 

levels of commodity prices of exports on which many Afri-
can countries depend, and high interest rates and the bur-
den of debt servicing. By the end of 1986, economists esti-
mate, payment.s required to recover interest alone on 
Africa's debt equal two-thirds of the money the continent 
receives in aid. Most of the export earnings of some coun-
tries goes to service their debts. Because of this high ser-
vice ratio, the continent's debt burden is escalating, 
though its external debt is smaller than Latin America's. 
According to ECA, on an average about 20 per cent of 
Africa's export earnings go to debt servicing. Nigeria was 
using 40 per cent of its precious foreign exchange for debt 
servicing. Now it has decided not to allocate more than 30 
per cent for that purpose. 

- 

- 
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The commodity crisis distorted Africa's balance of pay-
ments position out of recognition and forced many coun-
tries to make a beeline for International Monetary Fund 
and European Economic Community corridors. But the 
IMF has become increasingly tough in its terms of len-
ding, charging higher rates of interest. 

BUYERS' MARKET 
Basically, the African countries depend on export of 

commodities and on monoculture economies. This high 
dependence on a few commodities results in instability in 
international trade and encourages a buyers' market. This 
is evident from the failure of agricultural raw materials to 
record any rise in real prices over the last 25 years. How-
ever, the most dangerous trend is the rapid switch from 
food crops to cash crops with a view to increase export ear-
nings. Also the 1970s. boom in commodities led to squan. 
dermania, increased public spending and indiscreet borro-
wing against furture exchange earnings. The commodity 
boom busted before long. The prices began rapidly to 
slump under the weight of world recession promoted by 
the Reagan administration. The World Economic Survey 
1986 warns that a sustained recovery in primary commo-
dity prices is improbable in the near future. 

Western villainy cannot alone be blamed for all the pro-
blems facing Africa. 

African unity, which is still very tenuous for a variety of 
reasons, sh,uld blossom into a real force if only to end the 
small wars they fight among themselves and the military 
hardware they acquire to fight among imaginary enemies 
at the cost of development. The pan-African dream of 
Nkrumah remains a dream. The gulf between Arab Africa 
and Black Africa is still unbridged. 

Micro computers in 
Africa 
F OUR hours by road from the Ethiopian 

capital of Addis Ababa stands a tuka4 a 
traditional mud hut. But this one is different 
from the others in the area. Outside, a gasoline-
driven generator produce electricity; inside, 
two young village women update population 
statistics on a pair of personal computers. 

The computer operators have entered demo-
graphic data on all 250,000 people in Save the 
Children's project impact area in Showa pro-
vince. They update the records on all children 
who are immunized, all families who receive 
supplemental food, all cases of childhood diar-
rhea, and the causes of all deaths in the area. 
Project workers can print out a complete health 
profile of the entire population at any time. 

1VG1VSC,-.t  M V_ 

- _\ 

Like no other technology, microcomputers 
are making a tremendous impact in developing 
countries, and the change often happens within 
a few weeks or months. 

When industrialized countries first adopted 
the microcomputer, they faced many of the 
same problems developing countries face now; 
lack of trained personnel, lack of a standard ter-
minology, undiscovered environmental cons-
traints, non-standard hardware and software 
components, and the uncertainty that comes 
with being on the frontier of a new technology. 
Language barriers, unskilled labor pools, and 
customs and import policies compound these 
problems. The development professional insti-
tuting the technology transfer, as well as the 
user country, faces an enormous challenge. 

Integrating microcomputers into a devel-
oping country should be carefully coordinated; 
the process must include many different 
departments and ministries at each stage - 
during planning, implementation, and evalua-
tion. Coordination enables users to concentrate 
on getting work done and technical personnel 
to tailor programs for specific needs. Training 
becomes widespread and less time-consuming, 
allowing the microcomputer's use to spread 
throughout the country. Only then is the micro-
computer a truly appropriate technology. 

(Development International 

- 
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L e Comité des Experts Africains de 
l'Information s'est réuni au Caire 

du 7 au 12 février 1987 afin d'exnminer 
Ia situation sur le plan de l'information 
en Afrique, l'instauration d'un nouvel 
ordre africain de l'information et les 
problèmes qui font obstacle a l'action 
des organes d'information africains. 

Ont participé aux reunions du 
Comité un grand nombre d'organisa-
tions et d'états dont l'O.U.A., 
l'UNESCO, 1'U.R.T.N.A., (Union des 
Radiodiffusions et Télévisions Natio-
nales Africaines), la P.A.T.E.A., (Union 
Pan-Africaine des Télécommunica-
tions) et la P.A.N.A. (Agence Pan-
Africaine d'Information), en sus de plu-
sieurs experts dans le domaine d'infor-
mation du Kenya, du Caméroun, du 
Nigeria, d'Algerie, de Zimbabwe et 
d'Egypte. 

Les débats ont porte sur les documents 
de travail suivants: 
- La presse écrite en Afrique 
- Le nouvel ordre international de 

l'information 
- Vera un nouvel ordre africain de 

l'inforination 
- Les publications en Afrique. 
- Role de Ia P.A.N.A. et de 

l'U.R.T.N.A. dans le nouvel ordre 
africain de l'information 

- La radio, la télévision et le cinema 
en Afrique 
Ce Comité d'Experts avait été créé 

en vertu d'une reSolution de la 3ème 
session ordinaire de la Conference des 
Ministres Africains de l'Information. 
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Ont assisté it l'inauguration de ses tra-
vaux M. Sal wat El Sherif, ministre 
égyptien de l'information, ainsi que des 
représentants du secrétaire général de 
I'O.U.A. et de 1'UNESCO, et nombre 
d'experts et hommes d'information et 
diplomates. 

M. Idi Omar, secrétaire général de 
l'O.U.A., a adressé un message a la réu-
nion dans lequel II a souligné que 
l'information devrait être un secteur 
prioritaire dans toute action visant le 
développement, la cooperation, la corn-
plémentarité économique, la paix et 
l'unité des peuples du continent. Ii a 
ensuite affirmé que la voix de l'Afri-
que, et les echos de sa culture et de son 
histoire doivent vibrer, parvenir au 
monde entier et jouir de tout l'intérêt  

auquel elles ont droit. 
M. Safwat El Sherif, ministre égyp-

tien de l'information, a inauguré les tra-
vaux du Cornité par un discours dans 
lequel il a exprimé son espoir que cet 
effort africain conduirait it l'instaura-
tion d'un nouvel ordre international de 
l'information fondé sur la compréhen-
sion et l'entente de tous les peuples du 
monde et un flux equilibré et equitable 
des informations. 

Le Comité a adopté un nombre de 
recommandations sur la creation d'ur 
nouvel ordre africain de l'information 
qui seront soumises a la prochaine réu-
nion des Ministre Africains de l'Infor-
mation prévue a Addis-Abeba en avril 
prochain. 

DISCOURS DE 
M. SAFWAT 
EL SHERIF 
PRESIDENT DE LA 
CONFERENCE 
DES MINISTRES 
AFRICAINS 
DE L'INFORMATION 
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NITED Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director 
Mostafa K. Tolba has said here that public and private firms responsible 

for the discharge of hazardous waste must foot the bill for protecting human 
health - not the tax-payers or even those affected. 

The cost of protecting human health is a cost that must be fully and 
clearly reflected in the balance sheets of every discharger of potentially hazer- 

a dous waste. It is not a cost or risk that can be passed on to the tax-paying 
public or the affected individual", Dr. Tolba told the opening session of a three- 

j day Seminar on Industrial Hazardous Waste. 

FRICAN BLOSSOMS 

Like a spider chrysanthemum, these showy pincushions are also in the 

Protea Family. There are many varieties, ranging in color from white 

to yellow, pink, orange or salmon. Another Proteaceae is the Silver 

Tree, Leucadendron argenleum, 

& 

To date, hazardous waste accounts 
for 20 to 30% of the world's manufac-
turing waste. In real figures, the 
'world produced an estimated 325 to 
375 million tonnes of potentially 
hazardous waste in 1984 alone. 

Citing OECD data, Dr. Tolba said 
industrialized countries generated 
about 90% of the 1984 figures - with 
the rest coming from the newly indus-
trialized and developing areas of the 
world. 

Overall, he said, there has been a 
gradual decline in waste per unit out-
put over the years, but cautioned that 
the total volume of hazardous waste 
generated in the OECD nations conti-
flues to increase an annual 3% - cor-
responding, more or less, with the 
general growth of those economies. 
Worldwide, Dr. Tolba said hazardous 
waste generation roughly mirrors real 
growth in GNP. 

"Our efforts, therefore, focus at 
this stage on eliminating the risks 
posed by these substances. 1liminat-
lag or curtailing the actual produc- - 
tion of the toxic wastes themselves 
will come in due course with the 
ongoing drive towards development 
and use of low-waste and non-waste 
technologies," he said. Tolba also 
called for dear definitions of hazar- - 
dous waste that would close off lao. 
pholes through which dangerous 
material is shipped from one country 
to another for ultimate disposal. 

"Hazardous waste can easily be 
slipped across frontiers. National 
definitions of it differ. It can be ship-
ped, without difficulty, under labels 
which fail to inform customs officers 
f the actual contents", Dr. Tolba 

explained, and asked seminar partici-
pants to help resolve it as there is as 
vet no international agreement on 
how waste should be characterised. 

Trans-frontier of hazardous waste, 
he added, should be regulated on the 
basis of internationally agreed proce-
dures, which require pre-notification 
and adequate information to control-
ling authorities in both exporting and 
the recipient nations. 
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Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environuement 

Selon 
1 

! "1'Afrique 
j peutse 
I redresser"   

U ; des heuts responeables du Programme des Nations-Unies pour I'Envi-
ronneinont (IJ.N.E.P.) a déclaré qu'en dépit de cette foule de problèmes 

auzquela oile set an butte, In poesibilité pour l'Afrique de so redresser demeure 
trés grand.. 

William H. Mansfield, directour ezécutif adjoint de I'U.N.E.P. a déclaré aux 
responsablee des organes d'information kenyans, regroupés a Nafrobi dens le 
cadre d'un colloque d'une semaine sur I'environnement et Ic développement, 
quo lo chemin du redressement étalt déjà evident dana de nombreux pays du 
continent. 

Al  

Cependant pour qu'un tel redresse-
mont eolt slgniflcatlf, .4-il ajouté, il 
Inconibe sax gouvernements africains 
do tenir plelnement compte doe 
aspects envlronnemontaux do leur 
action pow I. dóvelcppement. tin se 
dolvent do reconnoitre et d'agir par-
tent du fait quo l'environnement et Ic 
développement no sont pea dos eM-
monte eêp.rés main plutôt "inoxtrica-
bloment IMs". 

ii a ensulte déclaré quo toute cross-
sauce qui proud an monde plus qu'eile 
no prodult, on entrave eon progrés 
plus avant, oat uno rocette qui lo con-
dnfr immanquablement an désastre. 

Los reesources it lee écoeystemes 

naturels do l'Afrique extrémement 
riches par le passé out été excessive-
went charges an point oà lea syste-
mes de subsistence - bâtis a travers 
de nombreux siécles - out Cté sérieu-
sement endommagés. 

Dane Ic but de renverser Ic cours de 
cette chute an spirale, Mansfield a 
souligné 1s nécessité do: 
- sauvegarder los systemes tradi-

tionnels tels lo nomadisme et los 
pratiquos de jachere qui respectent 
lea limitations imposéos par l'envi-
ronnement vulnerable do l'Alrique 
et soutemr cos systemes, as 
moyen do nouveiles techniques 
afln do réaliser lee niveaux de pro- 

duction accrue nécessairo pour 1* 
subsistence d'une population plus 
grande, 

- apportor us intérét particulior aux 
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cltoyens lee plus p*uvres, leur 
fournlr In savolr requls sinai que 
lee Instruments pen coüteux at 
motivations 6conomiques an vue 

to les.alder at de lee encourag.r I 
conserver leer. reseources, 

- renforcer In programmes de plan. 
ning femfi1 

- dire non I I'a..latanc an dlvelop 
peanent qul profito aux catlgodw 
relativement aisles nez dlpens de 
cell.. I.. plus dIsavantagles. 
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INTERVENTION DE 
M. SAFOUAT EL CHERIF 
PRESIDENT DE LA CONFERENCE 
DES MINISTRES 
AFRICAINS DE 
L'INFORMATION ET MINISTRE 
EGYPTIEN DE L'INFORMATION 

Messieurs les Experts Africains 
de l'Information, 
Messieurs les Ambassadeurs des Pays 
Africains Membres de Ia Commission, 
Messieurs les Représentants des Orga-
nisations Internationales et Régionales 
Frères et Sceurs, 

.i.i.i.i.I.IIUIIUIUI.ISI.I.I.IUIUII•I$ISI 11  

J e vous adresse mes salutations les 
plus cordiales au nom de l'Egypte 

Africaine, Chef, Gouvernement et peu- 

ple, qui sont heureux de vous recevoir 
au titre de représentants de pays-frères 
participant a une des luttes les plus 
nobles, celle qui s'efforce de maltriser 
les difficultés du present et de se lancer 
vers un avenir prospère pour le conti-
nent africain. Nous sommes heureux de 
vous souhaiter la bienvenue, chers col-
legues, qui êtes charges d'accomplir la 
mission de I'inforniation, une des 
armes les plus efficaces pour mener a 
terme cette lutte noble, oeuvrant pour 
la réalisation de la victoire, dans l'inté-
ret de nos peuples africains-par l'usage 
de l'information audio-visuelle et lue, 
tout en restant fidèles aux valeurs et 
principes que reflètent nos civilisations 
bien ancrées dans les profondeurs de 
l'histoire et au premier rang, la consé- 

cration de Ia liberté et de l'accomplisse-
ment de nos responsabilités. 

Dans cette voie, notre reunion ici se 
présente comme un signe privilégie ten-
dant it définir les contours précis d'un 
nouvel ordre africain de l'Information, 
dans le but d'établir des fondements 
clairs pour la communication qui s'har-
moniseraient avec les exigences de la 
revolution technologique et de la com-
munication moderne et qui s'accorde-
raient avec les espoirs et les aspirations 
de nos peuples africains. L'espoir est 
grand de voir cet effort africain it la 
fois scientifique et pratique établi sur 
la cooperation constructive et régionale 
aboutir a l'établissement d'un ordre de 
1' Information - qui serait, par la suite, 
un ordre mondial nouveau, fondé sur la 
comprehension et l'entendement réci-
proques entre tous les peuples du 
monde et on l'afflux de l'information 
serait fondé sur I'équilibre et la justice. 
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En toute honnêteté, je vous dirai 
que c'est là un point auquel a tenu mon 
pays - l'Egypte -, depuis que j'ai eu 
l'honneur de presider La conference des 
ministre africains de l'information, et 
ce que j'ai tenté de réaliser, soit it tra-
vers sa participtation aux conferences 
africaines sur l'information soit en 
étant le pays hôte de telles conferences, 
dont la plus célèbre est La lère confé-
rence des Ministres Africains de 
l'Information qui s'est tenue au Caire 
en novembre 1985. 

Une démarche des plus importantes 
pour dégager les objectifs auxquels 
nous voulons parvenir consiste a décou-
vrir ce qu'est la situation actuelle de 
l'information et de la communication 
dans toutes les parties de l'Afrique,  

soit dans les domaines de la presse, de 
La radiodiffusion on de la télévision ou 
des publications et du cinema on encore 
des agences de presse et des telecom-
munications. A mon avis, les docu-
ments de travail et Les etudes... qui 
vous sont soumises constituent une 
base préliminaire nécessaire pour la 
réalisation de ce travail, ce qui m'incite 
a adresser mes remerciements et mon 
appreciation aux pays et aux organisa-
tions qui les ont préparés. 

J'ai pris connaissance avec soin de 
toutes ces etudes et de tous ces docu-
ments de travail. Permettez-moi —sans 
vouloir anticiper sur vos discussions et 
débats - de vous presenter une sug-
gestion: celle de confier au Secretariat 
Général de l'OUA le soin de rédiger le 
fruit de votre travail, sous la forme 
d'un Rapport Final Global, qui expose-
rait la situation actuelle de l'informa-
tion et de la communication en Afrique, 
lequel rapport serait distribué aux 
pays-membres aim qu'il devienne un 
des points les plus prominents qui figu-
reront dans l'ordre du jour des travaux 
de la prochaine conference des minis-
tres africains de l'information, qui doit 
se réunir a Addis-Abeba en avril pro-
chain. 

Frères et sceurs, 

Avec toute l'amitié et la fraternité 
chaleureuses de l'Afrique, je vous sou-
haite la bienvenue an Caire - notre 
capitale africaine - et vous souhaite 
tout le succès dans votre travail. 

Je vous salue, que Dieu vous 
accorde Sa misericorde et Sa bénedic-
tion. 
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M. Haggag a servi aux 
ambassades d'Egypte it Bonn 
et a Vienne et fait partie de sa 
delegation permanente aux 
Nations Unies. Ii a ensuite 
dirigé lea départements de coo-
pération internationale pour le 
développement et des organi-
sations internationales avant 
d'être nommé ambassadeur 
d'Egypte a Nairobi, Kenya, et 
aux lies Seychelles entre 1982 
ct 1986. 

Avant sa designation it la 
tête du département africain, 
l'ambassadeur Haggag a par-
ticipé it Ia plupart des som-
mets arabes et africains et a 
un grand nombre de conféren-
ces de Nations-Unies. II a écrit 
piusieurs ouvrages sur Ia 
cause palestinienne et le pro 
bieme du Moyen-Orient et eat 
conidéré it juste titre comme 
l'un des diplomates égyptiens 
lea plus compétents dans lea 
affaires politiques et interna-
tionales. 

L'ambassadeur Ahmed 
Haggag n'est pas étranger au 
domaine des affaires africai-
nes dana lequel ii a longue-
ment exercé pendant sa car-
rière dipiomatique, en dernier 
en taut qu'ambassadeur  

d'Egypte an Kenya et aux lies 
Seychelles. Dc plus 11 n'est pas 
inconnu it L'Union des Journa-
listes Africains avec laquelle ii 
a toujours coopéré et a laquelle 
il a fourni de nombrenx servi-
ces et facilités notamment 
pendant son service it Nairobi. 

L'U.J.A. se félicite de la 
nomination de M. Haggag a 
son nouveau poste et Lw sou-
haite tout le succès dana son 
exercice tout en espérant que 
sa cooperation avec ie Dépar-
tement Africain se poursuivra 
et se développera durant son 
mandat afin de servir au 
mieux lea causes des penpies 
africains. 

A la suite de sa nomination a 
son nouveau poste d'ambassa-
dew Ahmed Haggag a effec-
tue une visite de courtoisie an 
•siege de l'UJ.A. oü il s'est ren-
seigné sur le fonctionnement 
de i'Union et sea diverses acti-
vités. Au cours de cette visite 
il s'est entretenu avec le prési-
dent et les responsables de 
l'Union sw lea problemes qui 
entravent son action et leur a 
promis de fournir toutes lea 
facilités possibles pour l'aider 

s'acquitter de sa mission 
pour Ic bien de I'Afrique. 

- 

Protection de J'envi-
ronnement en Egypte 

Le Gouvernement égyptien a décidé 
d'al]ouer lee credits nécessaires dane 
le nouveau plan quinquennal 
198711992 pour Ia mise en oeuvre des 
projets de protection de Venvironne-
ment, de I'embellissement des villes 
et de Is creation d'un nombre de 
parCs. 

200 millions de livres égyptiennes 
ont été consacrés dana Ce cadre an 
gouvernorat d'Assouan, dens le and 
du pays, pour combattre Is pollution 
des eaux du Nil causée par lee déchets 
industriels. Cette somme servira éga-
lement a Ia creation de réseaux 
d'égouts et de fermes ouvertes stir lee 
rives du Inc du Barrage d'Assouan 
afm d'accroftre Is richesse aniniale. 

Exxon met fin a ses 
activités en Afrique 
du Sud 

Exxon, Is plus importante des corn-
pagnies pétrolières d'Amérique et du 
monde a annoncé dens un communi-
qué récemment publié a New-York, as 
decision de mettre fin a ses activités 
en Afrique dii Sud raciste et d'y yen-
dre ses deux branches. 

Cette decision qui vient a is suite 
d'un retrait similaire de nombre de 
grandes autres compagnies américai-
nes, a été justifiée par Is dCtérioration 
du dlimat éconornique en Afrique du 
Sud. 

Locustes en Afrique 
L'Organisation des Nations-Unies 

pour l'Alimentation et I'Agriculture 
(F.A.O.) a annoncé que les essains de 
locustes, menaceront cette année de 
nomibreuses parties d'Afrique. 

La F.A.O. a signalC que les condi-
tions sont favorables a In proliféra-
tion des locustes et mis en garde con-
tre tine reproduction alarmante de 
certains types de locustes. 

Haggag au département africain 
des affaires étrangère égyptiennes 

L ambassadeur Ahmed Haggag a été nommé directeur du 
Département Africain du ministère égyptien des affaires 

étrangères, en succession de i'ambassadeur Ahmed Sedid qui a 
occupé ce poste pendant les trois dernières années jusqu'à sa 
designation comme anibassadeur d'Egypte a Lisbonne, Portu-
gal, a la fin de 1986. 

Monsieur Haggag est né en mai 1936. Bacheiier en Sciences 
Economiques, promotion de 1955 de i'Université du Caire ii 
obtient une maitrise en sciences politiques de Vienne en 1967. Ii 
a servi a Ia Ligue des Etats Arabes en 1956 avant d'entrer an 
ministère des affaires étrangeres en 1957, oü ii a commence sa 
carrière diplomatique jusqu'à sa promotion an grade d'ambassa-
deur. 

0 LE JOURNALISTE AFRICAIN • THE AFRICAN JOURNALIST U MARCH - MARS 1987 ON 	 31 



Les pays africains célèbrent 
leurs fetes nationales 

1— Royaume du Maroc: 

• Fête nationale: 3 mars 
• Superficie: 711.000 

kilomètres carrés 
• Population: 21,6 mil- 

lions 	d'habitants 
(recensement de 1984) 

• Capitale: Rabat 
• Langue officielle 

L'arabe 
• Autres langues Le 

français 
• Monnaie: Dirham 

marocain 
• Journaux: 

Al Ambâe (en Ian-
gue arabe) 

AlBayaneet3-
Sabah Al Sahrâe (tous 
les deux publiés en lan-
gues arabe et fran-
caise) 
3 - (Maroc Soir (en 
langue française) 

2— République du Ghana: 
• Fête nationale: 6 mars 
* Superficie: 238.535 

kiiometres carrés. 
• Population: 12,7 mil-

lions (recensement de 
1983). 

• Capitale: Accra. 
• Langue officielle 

L'angiais. 
• Autres langues: ToW, 

Fauti, Ga, Iwi. 
• Monnaie: Sidi. 

Journaux: 
1 —Daily Graphic. 
2.— Ghanian Times. 
3— Peoples. 
4 - Evening News. 
5 - Pioneer. 

3 - lies Maurice: 

• Fête nationaie: 12 
mars. 

• Superficie: 1865 kilo- 
metres carrés. 

• Population, 1,1 million 
(recensement de 1984). 

• Capitale: Port-Louis. 
• Langues officielles: 

anglais, francais. 
• Autres langues: Gril-

lol, Hindon, Ourdou, 
Chinoise, Tamile. 
Journaux: 
1 - Advance. 
2— China Times. 
3 - Chinese Daily 
News. 
4 - Express. 
5 - The Nation.  

w 
Auto-suffisance au-
mentaire en Ethiopie 

L'Ethiopie a étabh un nouvelle poll-
t,ue agricole tendant a realiser son 
au  o-sul(isance alimentaire en 1989. 

Ce plan a eté élabore par le parti des 
travailleurs, su pouvoir dana Is pays, 
en collaboration avec lea experts de In 
phinificatmn et de I agriulture 

000 

Mine de plomb et de 
zinc en Tunisie 

Un énorme gisement de plomb et de 
zinc a été découvert en Tunisie. 

Ce gisement considéré comme le 
plus important a jamais découvert en 
Al rique du Nord recéle des reserves 
de plomb et de zinc estim6es a 4 mil-
Ijims de tonnes. 

090 

Un africain a la vice-
présidence de I'Uni-
versité des Nations- 
Unies 
L'ex.diplomate soudanais Bachir Al 

Bakni, a éte designe comme vice-
president du conseil d administration 
de I'Université des Nations-Unies qui 
dirige un nombre d'instituts de 
recherches dans divers pays du 
monde 

000 

Nouvelle ligne ferro-
viaire au Gabon 
Le président gabonais Omar Bongo 

a inauguré Line nouvelle ligne fei-ro-
viaire tongue de 650 kilométres. Las 
travaux de construction de cette ligne 
avaient commence en 1976. 

- 
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Le ministre éthiopien 
des A.E. au Caire 

L e cainarade Berhano Bayine, ministre éthiopien des affaires 
étrangeres a effectué tine visite officielle en Egypte du 8 au 

13 janvier 1987. 
Durant cette visite qui eat la premiere faite par un ministre 

éthiopien des affaires étrangeres au Caire depuis la revolution 
d'Ethiopie, l'hôte africain et sa delegation ont reçu un accueil 
très chaleureu.x et ont été recus par le président Hosni Mouba• 
rak et le premier ministre Dr. Atef Sedki. 

La délégation éthiopienne 
s'est par ailleurs entretenue 
avec le vice-premier ministre 
et ministre égyptien des affai-
res étrangères le Dr. Esmat 
Abdel Méguid. Les pourpar-
lers ont porte sur lea relations 
bilatérales entre l'Egypte et 
l'Ethiopie, la situation en Afri-
que et au Moyen-Orient ansi 
que lea problemes internatio-
naux en général. 

Lea deux parties ont affirmé 
a cette occasion leur détermi-
nation a consolider leurs rela- 

Recettes ghanéennes 
accrues de l'exporta-
tion du bois 
Les recettea des exploitations de 

bois ghanéen se sont chiffrées a 60 
millions de dollars en 1986, 'contre 42 
millions seulement en 1985. 

a.waamwm* De la croissance 
démographique 
en Afrique 

Selon un rapport du Bureau Amen-
cain de Statistiques le taux de crois-
sance démographique Ic plus élevé 
dans le monde se trouve dana Is 
region du Sud du Sahara en Afrique 
oC il atteint 3% par année.  

tions dans tous les doniaines, 
politique, économique et cultu-
rel, partant de leur histoire 
commune et des liens de. ce 
fleuve, le Nil, qui coule dana 
les deux pays. 

Les pourparlers égypto-
éthiopiens ont permis de déga-
ger une entente des deux pays 
a l'égard des problèmes afri-
cams, du non-alignement, ainsi 
que l'affirmation de l'appui de 
l'Ethiopie aux droits légitimes 
du peuple palestinien. 

La délégation éthiopienne 
s'est également entretenue 
avec le ministre egyptien de 
l'approvisionnement sur lea 
échanges commerciaux et la 
cooperation bilatérale pour 
une exploitation optimale des 
eaux du Nil, afin de réaliser lea 
intérêts conjoints dans les 
domaines de l'irrigation, de 
l'agriculture et de l'énergie. 

Pendant son séjour en 
Egypte la delegation éthio-
pienne a pu visiter les sites 
touristiques pharaoniques, 
coptes et islamiques, ansi que 
les grandes entreprises indus-
trielles et technologiques 
égyptiennes. 

Reglement du pro-
bleme frontalier 
entre Burkma Faso 
et le Mali 
La Cour lnternat,onale de Justice a 

In Hage a rendu son jugemnt sur La 
diffirend frontaher opposant Burkina 
Faso at le Mali 

Ce jugement dont Is lecture par Ia 
président di Is Cour Mohamed Bed-
jawi a pris trois heures a donné une 
satisfaction partielle aux parties en 
litige. 

Lt jugement a reconnu Ia souvtral 
nate de Burkina Faso .ur in region de 
Bili, dans le secteur est des Irontières 
de celle du MaJi sur le Seeteur ouest 
dea quatre villages 

a. 

Deces du Directeur 
de 1'Union 
L'Union des Journalistes Africains 

a perdu un cher (rare en In personne 
de son directeur feu M. Youseif Abdel 
Maksoud que Dieu nit son âme. 

La président, le conseiier et tout Ic 
personnel de I'U.J.A, expriment leur 
profonde tristesse et leur grande 
affliction de Is disparition du char 
Youssef Abdel Makeoud qui rut pré-
sent. des Is creation de l'Vnion aux 
activites de laquelle *1 a participé e(fi 
cacement at en touts dévouement 
.ans eparguer aucun effort La eher 
décédé a travaillé aupres du premier 
président de I'Union feu M. Abdel 
Moneim Al Sas.i 11 a toujours ate un 
ami personnel pour tout lee niembres 
de I'Union dens lea divers pays fri-
caine qui Iui portalent une haute 
eslime et une consideration particu-
here pour son don de soi, at he dévoue-
ment dont il faisait preuve dane tou 
see Era vaux, 

Qua le cher disparu puisse reposer 
en paix auprès de Dieu et que le Tout-
Puissant nit son âme et lui accorde Sn 
grace. Nous exprimons a en famille en 
cette triste occasion toutas nos since 
res condoléances. 

L'U.J.A. se souviendra a jamais de 
bus lee services Iouables qua le char 
défunt a généreusement rendus en 
vue de Ia rCalisation des ohjectifs de 
I' Union pour Ic bien de l'Airique et In 
promotion de see causes. 
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L'Afrique dans la Presse Mondiale 
-_- 

. Lettre ouverte a Botha: 
C ette lettre a été écrite par André Brinx, 

ecrivain et journaliste afrikaner: 

Monsieur le Président, 

Vous avez réussi a instaurer autour de vous 
et de votre gouvernement une sorte de silence 
horrible. Nul ne peut plus écrire quoi que ce füt 
sur vos actes on plans et nul n'est plus en 
mesure de dévoiler vos mensonges et vos 
méfaits. Si quelqu'un s'aventure it le faire ii 
dvieut l'objet de toutes les formes de persécu-
tion. Sa maison est incendiée et lui-même est 
victime des pires sévices pouvant aller jusqu'à 
son meurtre et sa disparition parmi ces millers 
qui disparaissent par le fait de cette nouvelle 
"Gestapo" que vous avez créée. 

Mais qu'est-ce qui vous a incite a agir de la 
sorte? Ii est certain que l'opposition manifes-
tee par lea particuliers ainsi que lea parlemen-
taires et les journalistes et autres contre votre 
politique, ne manque pas de vous irriter an plus 
haut point car us sont tous résolus a révéler la 
vérité. Mais en réalité votre arrogance et votre 
insolence ainsi que vos attaques constantes 
contre lea opprimés ont instauré le dimat pro-
pice pour vous permettre d'imposer l'état 
d'urgence. 

Vous nous affirmez que vous avez des rai-
Sons valables pour ce faire et que vous disposez 
de tous lea faith. Mais nous savons la nature de 
ces faits dont vous parlez. Ne sont-ils pas simi-
laires a ceux révélés par votre ministre de l'inté- 

PIETER BOTHA 
rieur qui a annoncé avoir vaincu lea révoltés et 
mis fin a la violence dana une region proche de 
"Port Elizabeth", puis ii s'est avéré par La suite 
qu'il n'a fait qu'ouvrir le feu sur des foules 
désarmées et tuer hommes, femmes et enfants. 

Vous voulez persuader lea leaders crédules 
de 1' Occident, tels Reagan et Thatcher, que 
vous êtes un grand réformateur, et autorisez 
dana ce but les manages entre les noirs et lea 
blancs. Mais vous reculez aussitôt et refusez a 
ceux qui épousent des partenaires d'une autre 
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race de vi'vre ensemble. Par ailleurs VOU5 anflu- 	On est ma place en taut qu'écrivain ? Je sais 
lez In loi des "laissez-passer" entre mine region 	qu'en vertu de Ia loi d'urgence le simple f alt 
et une autre alors que vos forces de police arrê-
tent tons les jours des dizaines de personnes 
accueées de pénétrer dana des zones qui leur 
sont interdites. Vous rassemblez un groupe de 
personnes de couleur et d'indiens et leur faites 
croire qu'ils prennent part au pouvoir mais s'ils 
osent s'opposer a vous, vous lea traitez comme 
de petite écoliers et imposez lea lois qui vous 
.semblent bonnes. 

Et lorsque vous annoncez que vous discute-
rez avec les leaders noirs les réformes constitu-
tionnelles, vous veillez auparavant a vous assu-
rer que les vrais leaders noirs croupissent dana 
lea prisons. Vous prétendez que 'votre pays eat 
libre et répriinez par in violence et Is force toute 
opposition pacifique. Vous vous dites chrétien 
et permettez pourtant a yes forces de police 
d'attaquer les convois funéraires. Et lorscjue 
nous déclarons que nous ne vous croyons pas et 
tentons de critiquer vos actes, vous vous 
empressez de nous imposer un silence terrible.  

d'écrire cette lettre eat considéré comme un 
crime qui me rend passible d'emprisonnement 
ét vous savez bien que personne ne connaltra 
alors l'endroit oü je me trouve. Cependant mon 
devoir d'écrivain m'appelle a ne pas me taire ni 
ins soumettre an silence que l'on m'impose. 

Vous croyez Monsieur, que vous nous avez 
réduits au silence mais vous 'vous trompez. Car 
quelle que soit l'épaisseur des murs des prisons, 
et même si vous ne voyez pas le sang qui y est 
verse et n'entendez pas lea hurlements qul y 
i-ésonnent, ce sang et ces cris trouveront un 
echo dana nos écrits. J'exhorte lea écrivains de 
mon pays a ne pas se taire et a s'eriger en 
témoins de tout ce qui se passe. Nous, les écri-
yams, pouvons révéler in vérité a travers Is lit-
térature, même si nous sommes accules a mar-
cher sur lea pas de nos confreres russes en 
publiant et faisant circuler clandestinement 
nos aeuvres oü Is vérité s'étale dans toutes ses 
3imensions. 

• Ces autres crises de 1'Afrique 

L es crimes perpétrés en Afrique du Sud et 
le probleme de Is discrimination raciale 

ont toujours été l'objet de tout l'intérêt des 
organes d'information et cause par consequent 
Is mise a l'écart de nombreux problémes impor,  
tants que connaIt le continent africain. 

L'Afrique est depuis des années victime de 
Is sécheresse en sus de son endettement et des 
guerres qui opposent ses pays. Les problemes 
economiquea et les crises qui en découlent 
devraient faire l'objet de I'intérêt du monde 
entier voire prendre le pas our ceux de in discri-
mination raciale. 

Ii y a tout d'abord le probleme humain puis. 
que dana quatre ans les africains souffriront 
d'une famine plus sévère que celle de 1980. Le 
niveau de la consommation alimentaire bais-
sera dana 40 pays africains de Is region sub-
saharienne de 1990 en comparaison des chiffres 
de 1979-1980. Ces previsions sont publiéea dans  

un rapport de Is F.A.O. qui indique que dana la 
même region iicaine on trouve le taux le plus 
élevé de oisaance démographique et le taux le 
plus baa de l'investissement. Certains se sont 
einpressés de dire que Is production alimentaire 
en Afnque augmentara de 50% en 1986, cepen-
dant la Commission Economique des Nations-
Unies pour l'Afrique a annoncé que Is situation 
s'est améliorée sur ce plan sans pour autant eli-
miner lea crises. 

Des experts du développemnent attribuent 
ces conditions a l'économie mondiale qui 
pousse lea pays africains a produire des récoltes 
rentables p1uôt que celles alimentaires qul leur 
évitent le besoin de se procurer leur nourriture 
de l'extérieur. 

II importe donc de trouver des solutions a 
long terme, notamment après l'arrêt de certains 
projets destinés a Is protection de la terre agri-
cole en Afrique on d'immenses superficies de 
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L'Afrique dans la Presse Mondiale 
terre sont devenues selon lea experts non culti-
vables. De plus les donateurs d'assistances 
n'insistent pas pour l'exploitation de ces der-
nières aux fins de la modernisation de l'agricul-
ture et c'est ainsi que lea sommes reçues sont 
employees dana Ia production de récoltes lucra-
tives et non de produits alimentaires destinés a 
la consommatjon locale. 

Un autre problème s'abat sur l'Afrique, 
celui des locustes. Selon le "Times" londonien 
on a pu pour la premiere fois depuis un demi-
siècle identifier plus de cinq types de locustes 
qui se reproduisent a un rythme sans precedent 
et menacent de dévaster des millions d'hectares 
de récoltes allinentaires. 

Les experts agricoles déclarent que l'Afri-
que perd progressivement la capacité de se 
nourrir par elle-même et que 520 millions de ses 
habitants se nourrissaient en 1984 d'aliments 
venus de l'extérieur. L'importation alimentaire 
dévore 20% des recettes africaines de l'exporta-
tion. Ces experts prévoient une détérioration 
economique effarante dana le continent noir 
pendant lea cinq années it venir. 

Encore dana cette longue série de problèmes 
est celui de la baisse des prix des produits  

exportés par l'Afnque et la hausse des taux 
d'intérêts des dettes. Les experts ont estimé les 
fonds nécessaires pour couvrir uniquement les-
dits intérêts aux deux tiers des assistances 
obtenues par le continent. Le Nigeria par exem-
ple dépense 40% de ses devises étrangeres pour 
le service des dettes. 

Le problème reside ic.i dana le fait que lea 
pays africains exploitent trés peu de produits. 
De plus l'exportation des matières premieres 
agricoles a connu une grave stagnation au 
cours de 25 dernières années. D'un autre côté Is 
relance qui s'est produite pendant les années 
1970 a conduit an gaspillage des recettes et a 
des dépenses excessives, ce qui a donné lieu it 
l'endettement et l'accumulation des dettes. 

Et l'on ne peut diriger tous lea reproches an 
seul monde arabe. L'unité africaine qul fat l'un 
des souhaits de N'krumah et qui mérite une 
action persévérante de la part de tous les pays 
africains doit se réaliser. Mais le fossé qul 
sépare lea pays arabes africains et ceux de 
l'Afrique noire demeure existant et attend 
d'être comblé. 

"Hindustan Times" 

• L'Afrique et le micro-ordinateur: 

A quatre heures de la capitale éthiopienne 
Addis Abeba, et dana une region appelée 

"Shawa", se trouve une petite chaumière qui 
pourtant eat bien différente de celles qui 
l'entourent. En effet on peut voir it son entrée 
un générateur électrique fonctionnant it la gazo-
line et a l'intérieur deux femmes du village tra-
valiant sur deux ordinateurs qu'elles alimen-
tant des derniers recensements démographi-
ques. 

En Afrique l'ordinateur a été introduit dana 
le domaine des données démographiques a tra-
vera le projet de "Secours de l'Enfance". Dana 
ce cadre on y a enregistré lea derniers rapports  

sur lea dates de vaccination des enfants de la 
region, ainis que les maladies dont us sont 
atteints et les causes des cas de mortalité in! an-
tile. 

On peut dire succinctement que l'ordinateur 
a eu un immense impact dans ce pays en déve-
loppement oü ii a provoqué un rapide change-
ment qui a eu lieu en quelques mois, voire quel- 

ques semaines seulement. 
Ii importe de signaler que lea problèmes que 

rencontre Ia diffusion de l'ordinateur dans les 

pays africains - comme tous ceux en voie de 
développement - sont les mêmes auquels se 
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wont précedemment confrontés lea pays déve-
loppés bra du commencement de son eniploi, 
tels be manque du personnel formé et l'inexis-
tence d'un gbossaire unifié pour be langage de 
i'ordinateur, ainsi que lea obstacles de la langue 
et de l'importation et autres. 

L'entrée de l'ordinateur dana les pays en 
déveboppement aurait dli être minutieusement 
préparée. Or lea formalités inhérentes a cette 
entrée relèvent de plusieurs ministeres ou orga-
nismes charges de Ia planification et autres. 
C'est ainsi que la coordonnation de l'action de 
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ces différentes parties aiderait le personnel opé-
rant dana ce nouveau domaine a concentrer 
leurs efforts et a aboutir aux objectifa escomp-
tea par lea operations de programmation, Lors-
que la formation a l'emploi de l'ordinateur sera 
assurée, on pourra alors parler d'un debut reel 
de l'utilisation de la technologie adequate pour 
le progres des pays concernés. 

Reuve 
"Développement 

International" 
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