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1.  Piped Lake Water Cools Campus 

ITHACA, N.Y. (AP) -- On humid days, frigid water piped from the depths of Cayuga Lake keeps 
everyone cool in the dormitories, classrooms and research laboratories at Cornell University.  

Because there's nothing quite like it anywhere in the world, the school's new lake-chilled, air-
conditioning system could someday be a model copied in communities that lie next to oceans 
or deep inland waters such as the Great Lakes... 

...What's more, the switchover trims Cornell's reliance on electricity generated by coal-burning 
power plants and dispenses with chlorofluorocarbons -- chemicals in traditional refrigerants 
blamed for thinning the Earth's protective ozone layer.  

But at what cost to the lake?  

Full text on: http://library.northernlight.com/EA20000730920000049.html  

Source: Associated Press Information Services, 31 July 2000 

2. Fumigant Ban Worries U.S. Producers  

Unless Congress delays the ban of an effective crop protection product until effective and 
economical replacements are found, U.S. farmers will be at a competitive disadvantage 
domestically and internationally, according to the American Farm Bureau Federation.   

Carl Loop Jr., a Jacksonville, Fla., nurseryman and president of the Florida Farm Bureau 
Federation <http://www.fb.org/flfb>, last week told members of a House Agriculture 
subcommittee that methyl bromide is "without a doubt, one of the most effective crop protection 
tools ever devised."  Used as a fumigant on more than 100 crops, methyl bromide also is used 
to treat commodities as part of a quarantine or phytosanitary requirement.  

The United States, for example, requires that Chilean grapes be treated with methyl bromide 
before entering U.S. markets. But research has shown that methyl bromide contributes to the 
destruction of the Earth's ozone layer. That prompted a United Nations treaty in 1992 that 
established phase-out dates for the use of methyl bromide in developed and developing 
nations.  

The United States is required to phase out methyl bromide by 2005.  Loop told members of the 
congressional panel that research conducted by the Agriculture Department and various land 
grant universities concluded that the loss of methyl bromide will hit the U.S. fruit and vegetable 
industry hardest-especially strawberry, tomato and pepper crops. Methyl bromide is applied to 
99 percent of Florida's strawberry acreage and 93 percent of the tomato acreage, he said.  
Despite claims by the Environmental Protection Agency that viable alternatives exist, 
technologies that look promising in the lab haven't always transferred well when brought into 
the real world, Loop said. Temperature fluctuations, unusual rainfall, wind and other weather 
conditions affect the performance of alternatives. With no single substitute available, U.S. 
farmers will be required to use an "array of alternative control measures" including 
combinations of fungicides, herbicides and insecticides, he said.   

Loop said that U.S. producers' concerns will be compounded by the fact that imports of methyl 
bromide-treated products will continue to enter the United States from developing countries-
long after the U.S. ban is enacted. Under terms of the treaty, developing nations, such as 
Mexico, will continue to use methyl bromide until 2015.  "The Florida tomato industry is already 
under intense economic pressure," Loop said. "The loss of methyl bromide will mean more 
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acres for Mexico and no net environmental gain since Mexico will produce tomatoes on land 
fumigated with methyl bromide."  

Legislation has been introduced in the House by Rep. Richard Pombo (R-Calif.) that would 
delay the phaseout of methyl bromide in the United States until 2015. "It's only fair that the 
United States not lose methyl bromide before our competitors do," said Adam Sharp 
<mailto:adams@fb.org>, an AFBF director of governmental relations.  Sharp said that U.S. 
growers are "worried and scared" as the phase-out date of 2005 is fast approaching but 
research has produced no alternatives that are as effective and/or cost-efficient.  "If practical 
and effective alternatives to methyl bromide are not identified, registered and made available to 
growers soon, the competitive position of U.S. farmers will be further degraded," Loop said.  
"No one is served by where we are now-not the environment, not consumers and clearly not 
U.S. growers." 

Source: Farm Bureau News, Vol. 79, No. 13, July 17, 2000, <http://www.fb.org/flfb> 

3.  U.S. Patent Issued for RTP Pharma Innovative Technology  

MONTREAL, QUEBEC--RTP Pharma, a biopharmaceutical company specializing in novel 
formulations of water insoluble drugs, has been granted a patent by the U.S. Patent Office for 
its new technology allowing for the more efficient delivery of water insoluble drugs using CFC-
free propellants. 

Currently, pharmaceutical manufacturers are phasing out metered-dose inhalers with CFCs 
due to their negative impact on the ozone layer. Switching to CFC-free propellants, such as 
hydrofluoroalkane (HFA), is proving difficult for certain types of drugs including corticosteroids, 
which are considered a cornerstone of asthma treatment.  

RTP Pharma's proprietary technology has been shown to produce stable suspensions of drug 
particles in the micron to submicron range when using the new CFC-free propellants. In 
addition, the tailored small particles of drug may also help to increase the bioavailability of 
drugs, which is the amount of drug that is actually absorbed by the body to produce a 
therapeutic effect.  

``RTP Pharma has developed a very strong expertise in the delivery of water-insoluble drugs. 
This new patent allows us to further strengthen our position and to develop new partnerships 
with major pharmaceutical companies for their inhaled products,'' said Gary W. Pace, Ph.D., 
President and CEO, RTP Pharma Inc.  

Drug insolubility is a common and important challenge in the development of many 
pharmaceutical products, one which is often inadequately overcome. Several blockbuster drugs 
are water insoluble or poorly soluble. These include statins (HmG-CoA reductase inhibitors-
used to lower cholesterol), corticosteroids and several antifungals and antibiotics, such as 
itraconazole and ciprofloxacin. As a result, many drugs are marketed in problematic 
formulations, resulting in poor or erratic bioavailability, with a risk of adverse effects. Other 
promising compounds never reach the market due to insolubility issues. RTP Pharma's 
Insoluble Drug Delivery (IDD(TM)) technology platform helps to overcome these problems by 
enhancing the safety, uptake, transport and distribution of water-insoluble drugs. Using this 
technology, RTP Pharma currently has several products in various stages of clinical 
development, including injectable, solid oral, and inhalable dosage forms.  

RTP Pharma develops and commercializes novel formulations of drugs that are insoluble or 
poorly soluble in water. It focuses on carefully selected, currently marketed drugs, which, 
through the application of its IDD(TM) technology, offer improved medical benefits over existing 
products as well as strong commercial potential. IDD(TM) technology improves the 
effectiveness of insoluble drugs and enables new methods of administration. IDD(TM) 
technology has potential applicability to a broad range of therapeutic classes, including 
anesthetics, anti-cancer agents and immune suppressants.  

A number of these products have been successfully reformulated, including cyclosporine, 
propofol, fenofibrate and busulfan. RTP Pharma has alliances with Elan Corporation plc, 
SuperGen, Schering Plough Corporation and IDEXX on drugs formulated using IDD(TM) 
technology. Further information on RTP Pharma can be found at www.rtppharma.com 

<http://www.rtppharma.com>  

Contact: RTP Pharma Inc. Gary W. Pace, President & CEO, (514) 362-9818 or Nathalie Bourque (514) 
843-2309 
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United Nations Environment Programme Division of Technology, Industry, and Economics (UNEP 
DTIE) OzonAction Programme is providing OzoNews as an internal information service to keep UNEP 
DTIE staff informed on current ozone depletion & related issues, to promote information exchange and 

stimulate discussion about ozone protection. The views expressed in articles written by external authors are the 
viewpoints of those authors and do not necessarily represent the policy or viewpoint of UNEP.  Additionally, the citing 
of commercial products or services does not constitute endorsement of those products or services by UNEP. 

 
Prepared by: Samira de Gobert, Public Information Assistant 
Reviewer: Jim Curlin, Information Officer 
 
If you have questions, comments, ideas for future articles, or you want to discontinue receiving this 

update, please contact: Mrs. Samira de Gobert, Tel. 0144371452   Email: sami.degobert@unep.fr 
 

 
 
 

 

 

mailto:sami.degobert@unep.fr

