
 

O 
ne of the important requirements of the Kigali 

Amendment to the Montreal Protocol is that from 

1
st

 January 2019
1
 (or two years later if required

2
) 

an import and export licencing system for 

hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) needs to be in place in each 

country that is Party to the Amendment. This applies to 

both Ar*cle 5 and non-Ar*cle 5 countries. To enable a 

licencing system to func*on effec*vely it is important that 

the government is able to monitor and record imports and 

exports of each specific HFC individually. Import and export 

sta*s*cs are normally collected by customs officers using 

the interna*onal product nomenclature system - the 

Harmonized Commodity Descrip*on and Coding System, or 

Harmonized System (HS). However, un*l the HS is revised in 

2022, all HFCs are contained in a single HS code which does 

not allow differen*a*on of the individual chemicals or of 

mixtures (also referred to as ‘blends’).
3 

In advance of the 

release of the new version of the HS, there are ac*ons 

which countries can take in the interim. The suggested 

approach is to establish addi*onal digits in the na*onal 

(domes*c) HS codes to iden*fy specific HFCs. 

This document suggests how the  recommenda�on of the 

World Customs Organiza�on (WCO) on establishing 

addi�onal digits in the exis�ng 2017 na�onal HS codes to 

iden�fy specific HFCs could be implemented. This 

document is intended to accompany the OzonAc*on policy 

brief: “HS CODES FOR HFCs - Advice for countries in advance 

of the 2022 HS code update.
4
“ 

To facilitate monitoring and control over imports and 

exports using the HS, a country has the op*on to add 

addi*onal subdivisions, at the na*onal level, under the six-

digit HS code. 

Sec*on 4 of Ar*cle 3 of The Interna onal Conven on on the 

Harmonized Commodity Descrip on and Coding System 

allows for further na*onal subdivisions below the six digit 

level. It is thus recommended that countries use na*onal 

subdivisions at the seven or more digit levels under the 

exis*ng headings and subheadings to account for specific 

HFC and HFC-containing mixtures under HS 2017. Where 

appropriate a regional approach could be adopted.  

Therefore, as an interim measure, the WCO approved at its 

Council Session in June 2019 a new Recommenda*on that 

HS Contrac*ng Par*es insert as soon as possible the relevant 

new addi*onal subheadings in their sta*s*cal 

nomenclatures.
5
  

Countries are therefore recommended to expedi*ously insert 

addi*onal subdivisions for the HFCs and HFC-containing 

mixtures controlled under the Montreal Protocol by virtue of 

the Kigali Amendment. The following tables are intended to 

explain, provide examples and give a suggested methodology 

to apply the WCO recommenda*on
6
 to mixtures. Codes for 

pure substances are given on the last page. 

CHEAT SHEET - PROPOSED ADDITIONAL HS 
CODE SUB-HEADINGS FOR HFCS IN 

ADVANCE OF THE 2022 HS CODE UPDATE 

OZONACTION POLICY BRIEF 

  The Kigali Amendment 

WCO Recommendation: HS contracting Parties establish additional digits in the 
current national HS to identify specific HFCs 
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addi�onal Sub-

heading digits 

Descrip�on 

   

  --- Saturated fluorinated deriva*ves of acyclic hydrocarbons 

2903.39.11 ---- Trifluoromethane (HFC-23) 

2903.39.12 ---- Difluoromethane (HFC-32) 

2903.39.13 ---- Fluoromethane (HFC-41), 1,2-difluoroethane (HFC-152) and 1,1-difluoroethane (HFC-152a) 

2903.39.14 ---- Pentafluoroethane (HFC-125), 1,1,1-trifluoroethane (HFC-143a) and 1,1,2-trifluoroethane 

(HFC-143) 

2903.39.15 ---- 1,1,1,2-Tetrafluoroethane (HFC-134a) and 1,1,2,2-tetrafluoroethane (HFC-134) 

2903.39.16 ---- 1,1,1,2,3,3,3-Heptafluoropropane (HFC-227ea), 1,1,1,2,2,3-hexafluoropropane (HFC-236cb), 

1,1,1,2,3,3-hexafluoropropane (HFC-236ea) and 1,1,1,3,3,3-hexafluoropropane (HFC-236fa) 

2903.39.17 ---- 1,1,1,3,3-Pentafluoropropane (HFC-245fa) and 1,1,2,2,3-pentafluoropropane (HFC-245ca) 

2903.39.18 ---- 1,1,1,3,3-Pentafluorobutane (HFC-365mfc) and 1,1,1,2,2,3,4,5,5,5-decafluoropentane  

(HFC-43-10mee) 

2903.39.19 ---- Other 

  --- Unsaturated fluorinated deriva*ves of acyclic hydrocarbons (not controlled under Kigali) 

2903.39.21 ---- 2,3,3,3-Tetrafluoropropene (HFO-1234yf), 1,3,3,3-tetrafluoropropene (HFO-1234ze) and  

(Z)-1,1,1,4,4,4-hexafluoro-2-butene (HFO-1336mzz) 

2903.39.29 ---- Other 

  --- Brominated or iodinated deriva*ves of acyclic hydrocarbons: 

2903.39.31 ---- Methyl bromide (bromomethane) 

2903.39.39 ---- Other 

2903.39     

                    

        

 Establishing additional digits in the existing national HS codes  

to identify specific HFCs (pure substances) 

Halogenated deriva�ves of hydrocarbons (2903) 


