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Key challenges

• Lack of baseline data on Marine Litter;

• Need for capacity building on monitoring and
assessment of Marine Litter;

• Dispersed function on coastal and marine
management resulting in unconsolidated efforts;

• Low priority on waste management infrastructure;

• Need for stricter enforcement of environmental
laws;

• Lack of mechanisms to effect behavioral change.



Measures to address challenges and strengthen    

SDG implementation

• Support scientific baseline data gathering;

• Conduct of in-country training on monitoring and
assessment of marine litter;

• Strengthened inter-agency coordination on coastal
and marine management;

• Create conducive climate on investment for waste
management infrastructure;

• Engage multi-stakeholders/multipartite participation
for more effective enforcement of environmental laws;

• Devise mechanisms/programs to encourage
sustainable consumption patterns



Process and Progress of SDG Planning 
and Implementation



SDG14 Implementation Progress 
• Portion of Philippine Rise was proclaimed as a Marine Resource 

Reserve in 2018.

• Philippine’s Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion and Philippine 
(Benham) Rise were identified as Ecologically and Biologically 
Significant Marine Areas (CBD). 

• Biodiversity to be monitored and baseline information on pH, 
carbonate and other water parameters will be determined.  

• Around 1.4% (covering 4.68 million hectares) of the country’s 
territorial waters is protected at present

• Advocate and support biodiversity-friendly enterprises for coastal 
communities within Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). 



Strategies to Reduce leakage of solid waste

1 . Proper Waste Segregation, Waste Recovery and Operationalization of M
aterials Recovery Facilities (MRFs).

Year Functional MRFs Barangays/

Villages Served

2015 9,335 12,607

2016 9,883 13,155

2017 10,052 13,324

2018 10,340 13,612

October 2019 10,709 13,381



2. Establishment of Sanitary landfills (SLFs) for proper disposal 
of solid wastes.

Location of SLFs in the Philippines



ADOPT AN ESTERO WATERBODY 

PROGRAM
Strategy to reduce pollutants from creeks and tributaries that 

eventually goes to coastal waters



CY 2019 Clean-Up Activities of Creeks and Esteros Draining to Manila Bay

Source:  DENR NCR Manila Bay Site Coordinating/Management Office (MBSCMO) 



YEAR Number of 

Improved           

Waterbodies in     

terms of Dissolved 

Oxygen

Number of Improved 

Waterbodies in terms of      

Bio-Chemical Oxygen 

Demand

2013 38 29

2014 75 78

2015 67 68

2016 91 80

2017 95 92

2018 125 138

Improvement in Water Quality of the Adopted Waterbodies  
(Baseline vs Current year)



Best Practices and Lessons Learned 
in SDG Implementation





2018 Boracay Closure and Redevelopment

Closure Date: April 26 – October 26, 2018 (6 months)

Reason for closure: Violations of building and sewerage regulations   
by business establishments, deteriorating 
environmental conditions

Status of redevelopment: Ongoing

Boracay is a small island in the central Philippines. It's known for its resorts and beaches. 

Along the west coast, White Beach is backed by palm trees, bars and restaurants. Offshore, 

coral reefs and shipwrecks are home to diverse marine life.



Major Programs, Projects and Activities in     

Boracay Island Redevelopment

EMB conducted effluent monitoring, 

compliance to Environmental          

Compliance Certificate (ECC)         

conditionalities, SMR review,         

Hazardous Waste and Air Pollution 

Sources. 

As of October 2019, there are 945

establishments with ECCs              

monitored.

Source: EMB Mancon Region 6 Report 

Compliance monitoring of          

regulated and industrial             

establishments:

EMB monitored the compliance 

of 8,664 firms or industries in    

2018



Issued Policies in relation to Boracay Redevelopment 



Major Programs, Projects and Activities in 

Boracay Island Redevelopment

Monitoring of Compliance of Establishments connected to sewer line  

during redevelopment:

Source: EMB Management conference Region 6 Report October 2019 



Underwater photos in social media on the alleged  discharges on the outfall





SUPREME COURT ORDER (GR No. 17194748)

Thirteen (13) Government Agencies were directed to fully implement  its         

operational plan for the Manila Bay Coastal Strategy for the rehabilitation,       

restoration, and conservation of  the  manila bay at the earliest possible time.

Mandamus Agencies
Presidential Administrative 
Order No. 16 series of 2019
Expediting Rehabilitation and   
Restoration of the coastal and 
marine ecosystem of the        
Manila Bay and creating the    
Manila Bay Task Force



Commercial and industrial establishments inspected 

as of third quarter 2019

Region Firms Inspected NOVs issued

NCR 3,101 1,751

Region 3 3,354 1,535

Region 4A 1,300 344



Ational

Updates on the Development of the 

National Plan of Action (NPOA) on 

Marine Litter



Conduct of Multi 
stakeholders     
consultation     
workshop for the 
development of 
a National Plan 
of Action on    
Marine Litter



Private Sector initiatives to address marine litter pollution 



Source: Business for Sustainable Development

Proposed solutions framework of the Private Sectors on                   

addressing Plastic Pollution



Way Forward



• Application of Tools and Methodological Approaches on 

EbA Mainstreaming Cycle in Local Development Plans and 

Programs

• 10-year Coastal and Marine Ecosystem Management 

Program using an Integrated Coastal Management approach 

in NDC

• Accounting and Mapping the Ecosystem Carbon Stocks and    

Soil CO2 Emissions in Forested and Deforested Mangrove 

Areas in NDC

• Climate and Disaster Resilient Ecosystems Measures in the 

National Climate Change Action Plan guided by the 

National Climate Risk Management Framework (CRMF)

• Sharing of assessment methodologies, best practices, 

guidance documents and emerging technologies to address 

multiple pollution threats resulting from anthropogenic 

reactive nitrogen and other nutrients (UNEP/EA.4/L.16).



Proposed Research

• Identification of marine plastic litter and microplastics h
otspots

• Assessment and characterization of baseline occurrence 
of microplastics

• Advance the understanding of the distribution, sources, 
transport and impacts of plastic marine debris in genera
l and micro-plastics in marine debris in particular throu
gh monitoring and research

• Development of a harmonized protocol for the collectio
n and monitoring of marine litter



National Needs and Action Plans

• Development and implementation of a national action plan on  
marine litter and microplastics

• Technical and funding assistance in the development of a         
National Action Plan on Marine Litter and Microplastics

• Responsibility areas and coordination among stakeholders such  
as an extended producers responsibility

• Guidelines, standards, rules and regulations on marine litter        
intended for the different stakeholders such as standards for     
packaging design

• Establishment of physical infrastructure for the collection and     
treatment/disposal of marine litter

• Information and education campaigns (IEC)
• Sustained clean up activities
• Support to research activities



Legislations (on-going)

• 15th Congress Senate Bill No. 2759, Total Plastic Bag Ban 
Act of 2011; 

• 17th Congress Senate Bill. 430, Plastic Bags Regulation   
Act; and

• House Bill 8120, Prohibiting the manufacture, sale,        
distribution and use of rinse-off cosmetics and clothing  
containing microplastics



Comments and recommendation on  
the draft COBSEA SDG outlook



Comments and recommendation on the draft COBSEA SDG outlook

• Structure needs to be further refined and evaluated in consultation with me
mber countries

• Annexes of references/sources must be included in the SDG outlook docum
ent

• Include Executive Summary
• Background and other information (e.g. SDGs) should be included in the intr

oduction
• For the Philippines, in the absence of baseline data it would be difficult to 

set quantitative targets hence we recommend qualitative targets



Comments and recommendation on the draft COBSEA SDG outlook

• Primary indicator 14.1.1. needs further guidance in terms of determining ho
w to measure the given indicator

• Include timeline in the proposed key actions
• Indicator-based assessment

• Key Actions
• Establishment of Regional repository for scientific information on nutr

ients, sediments, and wastewater
• Inclusion of capacity building on monitoring, measurement, and asses

sment of land-based sources of pollution



Thank you!


