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Online meeting

Agenda Item 2: Consideration of alternative dates for the 4th meeting of the expert group.

1. Possible alternative dates AHEG-4 (August and September)

Following the likely postponement of the fourth meeting of the ad hoc open-ended expert group on
marine litter and microplastics, which was originally scheduled to take place 4-8 May 2020 in Lima, Peru,
the Secretariat considers that possible alternative dates for the meeting may be as follows:

e 24 -28 August 2020
e 31 August — 4 September 2020
e 21 —25 September 2020

These dates were identified taking into consideration a number of other meeting and events planned for
August and September 2020, such as:

e 22 —26 June 2020: The Basel OEWG-12

e 17 —18 August 2020: Our Oceans

e 8 —11 September 2020: The Rotterdam CRC-16

e 9-13 September 2020 TBC: 6™ Annual Subcommittee

e 13 September 2020 TBC: 147™ meeting of the Committee of Permanent Representatives

e 14— 18 September 2020: The Stockholm POPRC-16

e 28 —30 September 2020: International Symposium on Plastics in the Arctic and Sub-Arctic
Region

e 5-9October 2020: SAICM

It should be noted that the postponement of the fourth meeting of the expert group may have practical
implications for the date and venue of the fifth meeting of the expert group, currently scheduled for 9 — 13
November 2020 in Kigali, Rwanda.

2. Options for how to make progress in the intersessional period until the next meeting of the expert group




Subject to further guidance from the Chair and the Bureau of the ad hoc open-ended expert group on
marine litter and microplastics, the Secretariat also puts forward the following options for making
progress in the intersessional period until the next meeting of the expert group:

1) The Chair may wish to develop a document or a non-paper outlining potential elements of
emerging consensus, for example building on submissions made from experts and on key
messages emanating from the Secretariat working documents. Such as document could then
be sent to delegates for written inputs, in an iterative process, with the aim to seek broad
consensus for an advance draft outcome document for consideration at the fourth meeting of
the ad expert group.

ii) Elaboration of solid working documents for the next meeting of the expert group, through
online webinars and other means, §as follows:
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