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The World Stands Up for the World
Environment Day
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Bahrain has joined the other nations in marking the
World Environment Day. Hundreds of people have
actively participated in the World Environment Day
2014, celebrated in Bahrain City Center. Aiming at
enhancing awareness and highlighting the threats
endangering small islands and islets, WED celebration
encouraged a greater understanding of the
importance of SIDS and of the urgency to help protect
the islands in the face of growing risks and
vulnerabilities, particularly as a result of climate
change, through competitions, interaction with the
audience and musical shows.

UNEP held the WED ceremony at the Bahrain City
Centre in partnership with the Supreme Council for
the Environment and the business sector, namely the
Gulf Petrochemical Industries Company (GPIC).
Advertising messages conveyed by UNEP’s Goodwill
Ambassadors including, Mr. Ragheb Alama and Gisele
Bundchen, were broadcasted on the cinema screen in
Bahrain, to encourage people and especially youth to
mark the World Environment Day with relevant
events and activities. More info about the World
Environment Day 2014: www.unep.org/wed
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The World Environment Day celebrations in Bahrain . . o G . . . )
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the role the UN might play in ensuring not only that the UN  La3las) et 3l Cilel o) e (a g sl QESJ} duaall
and its partners tackle the threat of climate change, but also ) )

they help develop the new technologies needed. P T s &LSU\ e Cm‘ S
Participants highlighted the fact that, while sea levels are Liba e

rising, climate change has become an issue of survival. This
reality is confirmed by the UN reports which are getting
more and more alarming.

On the other side, the United Nations Country Team has
supported the World Environment Day campaign organized
by the Bahrain-Japan Business & Friendship under the
theme “Small Islands and Climate change”. The World
environment Day was celebrated with a fervent
participation of more than one hundred students from the
New Millennium School, and with a series of presentations
focusing on the actions that should be taken to mitigate the
climate change effects and significant impact on sea level
rise and on our lives.
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With support from UNEP Green initiative
taking root in Gulf Countries

The Coordination Workshop co-hosted by the Supreme Council for Environment
in Bahrain and UNEP aimed at highlighting the key issues of common interest
between the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and UNEP especially, the GCC
Green Initiative framework and the cooperation process for the next four years.
The debate focused on the way the joint programmes and projects could be
implemented to help reduce the environmental challenges and enhance the
capacity-building of national officials and experts in various areas of the
environment. Therefore, the Green Initiative helps strengthen the efforts to
maintain the integrity of the environment, as its
presented to the GCC leaders at their thirty-third meeting which will be held at
the end of the year. Among the other issues touched upon during the meeting
was the development of a draft plan for the creation of a unified system to
manage the risks that chemicals, hazardous waste and pollution may pose in the
region, with the inclusion of a unified data list that contains the chemicals

recommendations will be

banned or severely restricted in the region. The Workshop participants also
discussed the status of ecosystems, specially the coral reefs, mangroves, and sea
grass that run along the coastal areas of the GCC, with the aim of conducting a
preliminary economic assessment to determine the economic indicator baselines
that will be used as a reference for the environmental impact assessment.
Moreover, other issues were raised, including developing and adopting a unified
data model/guide to monitor the air quality in the GCC countries, preparing
regular reports on the environmental situation and outlook, developing a
strategy for climate change mitigation, and updating the national strategies on
biodiversity that would have to be in compliance with the Global Strategy 2011-
2020.

The main outcome of the meeting was to develop a framework document that
identifies the environmental projects to be implemented in the GCC.
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Efforts made to
integrate “the
Access to
Information” into
the national
legislation in the
Arab states

Considering that the environment is at the core of many human rights
and that access to information, participation in decision-making, and
access to justice in environmental matters are essential to good
environmental governance, the United Nations continues to assist
countries to implement Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on access to
information at national level, through a series of technical regional
workshops. The latest regional workshop, focussing on the Arab region,
was convened in Amman with the aim of enhancing the development of
national Legislation on Access to Information, Public Participation and
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters in the Arab region.
Participants representing the League of Arab states, 8 national
governments, 15 national and regional organisations, from 12 countries
of the region, examined the needs and gaps of countries, with a view to
identifying the areas where UNEP, UNITAR and other partners could
strengthen capacities in the Region for implementing Principle 10 and
the related Bali Guidelines (http://www.unep.org/civil-
society/Portals/24105/documents/Guidelines/GUIDELINES TO ACCESS
TO_ENV_INFO_2.pdf).

Participants called for regional and sub-regional platforms for
cooperation to develop instruments and action plans aimed at
promoting the application of Principle 10. They also emphasized the
need to infrastructure and coordination

strengthen legislative

mechanisms, promote the availability of reliable information and
information management systems, organize training of stakeholders in
participatory processes and access to justice, provide guidance on
national capacity assessments and strategy development, develop
mechanisms such as action plans or treaties to implement Principle 10,
as well as assist countries under occupation to develop their national
environmental policies and legislation.
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Global Protection Proposed for Sharks, Rays,
Sawfish, Polar Bear and Lions

Some of the world’s most endangered species, many of them migratory,
are facing unprecedented threats from climate change, habitat
destruction to overexploitation and pollution which has led to a number
of new listing proposals for consideration at CMS COP 11 - a key
international wildlife conference scheduled to take place 4-9 November
2014 in Quito, Ecuador.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) administered
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(also known as CMS or the “Bonn Convention”) is the only global
convention protecting species that move across international
boundaries. Every three years it holds an international meeting of all its
members - the Conference of the Parties (COP) - to agree on
internationally coordinated conservation measures for the world’s
migratory species and to decide which species should be protected
under its two Appendices.

The deadline for listing proposals for CMS COP11 was 6 June and a total
of 32 species have been proposed for listing into Appendix | which
requires strict protection and Appendix Il which requires coordinated
management by the countries in which the species migrate.

Other issues affecting migratory species that will be discussed at CMS
COP11 in November include climate change, marine debris, the effects
of renewable energy installations on migratory species and illegal bird

trapping.
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How to make a commitment to a
more sustainable living wise
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UN reports confirms that our global footprint is about one
and half time the Earth’s total area of land and sea, and with
an increasing population, rethinking the way we as
individuals consume, socialize and build our identity has
become crucial to live well within the boundaries of our
planet.

Therefore, UNEP, as the 10YFP Secretariat, in cooperation
with the UNESCO office, is conducting a global survey to
support the development of the Sustainable Lifestyles and
Education programme. Actors such as governments, private
companies, civil society, researchers, UN agencies, financial
institutions and others from all countries are invited to
participate. The objective is to contribute to a situation
analysis of the existing priorities, needs, barriers and
initiatives targeting sustainable lifestyles. Results will be used
for developing a proposal for this programme, its practical
implementation and delivery mechanisms.

Sustainable Lifestyles and Education has been recognized as a
key area to accelerate the change towards more SCP patterns
and has been integrated as one of the 5 initial programmes
of the 10YFP. By leveraging international collaboration,
networks and research, stimulating innovation, replicating
and scaling up SCP initiatives, this programme can make the
necessary contribution and help accelerate the global shift to
resource efficient economies and sustainable lifestyles.

We encourage all to participate in this survey and share your
ideas for Sustainable Lifestyles and Education by 4 ™ July
2014. You will also have an opportunity to express interest
for your organization’s involvement as an active partner in
the 10YFP programme on Sustainable Lifestyles and
Education.

To access the survey click here:

http://10yfp.polldaddy.com/s/10yfp-sustainable-lifestyles-

education
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