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Introduction

1. At their Ninth Ordinary Meeting, held at Barcelona from 5 to 8 June 1995, the
Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against
Pollution and its Protocols (the Barcelona Convention) decided that a Mediterranean
Commission on Sustainable Development (MCSD) should be set up within the framework of
the Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP(OCA)/MED 1G.5/16).

2. Subsequently, the Extraordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties, held at Montpellier
from 1 to 4 July 1996, adopted the terms of the reference of the Commission and decided on
the criteria for membership (Annexes V and VI to document UNEP(OCA)MED 1G.8/7
respectively). In particular, it agreed that, in addition to one high-level representative from
each Contracting Party to the Barcelona Convention, five representatives from each of the
following categories would participate as members on an equal footing: local authorities,
socio-economic actors, and environmental non-governmental organizations.

3. The Bureau of the Contracting Parties, at its meeting held at Athens on 4 and 5
November 1996, selected the members representing each of the three categories approved
by the Contracting Parties.

4, Upon an invitation from Morocco, the first meeting of the Commission was held in
Rabat from 16 to 18 December 1996. The meeting agreed on a programme built around
short-term and medium-term activities corresponding to some of the priority needs of the
Mediterranean region. The first meeting designated Task Managers and Thematic Working
Groups to deal with each selected theme, as well as a Bureau composed of eight members.

5. The second meeting of the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development
was held in Palma de Mallorca, (Spain) from 6 to 8 May 1997, at the kind invitation of the
Government of Spain and the authorities of the Autonomous Community of the Balearic
Islands. ‘

Participation

6. . The Meeting was attended by the following members of the Commission: Albania,
Algeria, Association de protection de la nature et de I'environnement de Kairouan (APNEK),
Association of Chambers of Commerce of the Mediterranean (ASCAME), Chambers Group
for the Development of Greek Islands (EOAEN), Centre des régions euroméditerranéennes
pourl'environnement (CREE), Croatia, Cyprus, EcoMediterrania, European Chemical Industry
Council (CEFIC/EUROCHLOR), European Community, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, ltaly,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, MEDCITIES Network, Mediterranean Information Office for
Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development (MIO-ECSDE), Monaco, Morocco,
Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia, Turkey and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).

7. The Coordinator informed the participants that the representatives of the City of Rome,
the Foundation for International Studies, and Maita had conveyed their regrets at not being
able to attend the mesting.

8. The following organizations participated as observers: World Health Organization
(WHO), Mediterranean Environmental Technical Assistance Program (METAP), and the
Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE).
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9. The following Regional Activity Centres of MAP also attended the Meeting: Regional
Activity Centre for the Blue Plan (BP/RAC), Regional Activity Centre for the Priority Actions
Programme (PAP/RAC), Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the
Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC), Regional Activity Centre for the Specially Protected Areas
(SPA/RAC), Regional Activity Centre for Environment Remote Sensing (ERS/RAC) and the
Regional Activity Centre for Cleaner Production (CP/RAC). The full list of participants is
attached as Annex 1.

Agenda item 1: Opening of the meeting

10.  After the Second Meeting of the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable
Development (MCSD) had been declared open by H.E. Mr. Nourdine Benomar Alami, Minister
of the Environment of Morocco and President of the Commission, Don Juan Luis Muriel, the
Secretary General of the Ministry of the Environment of Spain, said it was a great honour for
him to welcome the participants to Palma de Mallorca. Sustainable development was a
concept of vital concern to everyone; it had first emerged at the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development and had since made slow but steady progress, involving
not just national goverments, but non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and society as
a whole. With the active participation of NGOs and regional bodies, MCSD could become the
driving force of the Barcelona Convention.

11. Mr. Muriel drew special attention to the importance for all countries of the region of
tourism, one of the pillars of Spain’s economy. It was for that reason that Spain, together with
Egypt and EOAEN, had offered to be task manager for the (eco) tourism theme. In that
context it should be noted that tourism could have both positive and negative effects, making
it essential to develop sustainable tourism that respected the natural environment, which was
a major concern of alf countries of the region and in particular of the Autonomous Community
of the Balearic Islands. Water management was another priority area which called for
treatment specifically adapted to conditions in the Mediterranean. He also drew attention to
the need to promote environmental education and popular participation, in particular through
public information. Other priority areas which would benefit from joint action were the struggle
against desertification and the protection of the Mediterranean forest. Lastly, he stressed the
importance of the Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution from
Land-Based Sources and Activities and the Protocol on the Prevention of Polilution of the
Mediterranean Sea by Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal.

12, H.E. Mr. Nourdine Benomar Alami, Minister of the Environment of Morocco and
President of the Commission, thanked the authorities of the Autonomous Community of the
Baleatric Islands for their generous hospitality. He pointed out that the work of MCSD differed
from that of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) as a
result of the specificity of the Mediterranean region. In that connection, he wished to report
on his patticipation in the Fifth Session of UNCSD (April 1997) in New York, where work was
proceeding on the draft declaration to be made by the Heads of State or Government at the
forthcoming special session of the General Assembly. In his statement he had indicated that
recent years had been marked by the adoption of the MED 21 programme of action, the
revision of the Barcelona Convention, the renewal of the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP II)
and the establishment of MCSD. The Commission had the great advantage of including in
its Bureau both NGOs and the European Union. With the help of the Coordinating Unit it had
already made considerable progress. When the special session of the General Assembly
came to examine the extent to which the Rio commitments had been followed up,

he believed it would be seen that MCSD, with the active participation of NGOs and the
European Union, would be in a position to respond to the sustainable development aspirations
of the Mediterranean countries. .
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13.  Mr. L. Chabason, Coordinator of the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP), welcomed
participants on behalf of Ms. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and offered his special thanks to the Government of Spain
and to the authorities of the Autonomous Community of the Balearic Islands for hosting the
Meeting. He particularly commended Mr. Alami for once again finding time to preside over
the Commission’s work, which had benefited so greatly from his personal participation. The
Contracting Parties attached the highest importance to the Commission, which would be
presenting an initial review of its activities to the Contracting Parties in Tunis in November.

14.  Don Jaume Matas Palou, President of the Autonomous Community of the Balearic
Islands, said it gave him great pleasure to attend the opening of a meeting at which decisions
of crucial importance to the Balearic people and the authorities of the Autonomous Community
were to be taken. Every effort was being made to achieve a balanced land use conducive
to responsible and sustainable growth. Regulations were at present being drafted to control
tourist development of the coast and to protect the rural environment. Action was under way
to rehabilitate city centres and to conserve the cultural heritage. In addition, measures were
being introduced to use cleaner energy sources and to establish nature parks that were
compatible with the private ownership of property and the development of private enterprise.
In short, the Autonomous Community of the Balearic Islands was vitally concerned with the
issues to be discussed at the Meeting. He wished the participants every success in devising
measures that wouid enable the present inhabitants of the Mediterranean reglon to enjoy a
quality of life as good as that bequeathed to them by their forebears.

Agenda item 2: Rules of procedure

15. The Commission decided that, while awaiting finalization of its own rules of procedure
and their adoption by the Coniracting Parties, the rules of procedure applicable to meetings
and conferences of the Contracting Parties UNEP/IG. 43/6, Annex IX) should apply mutatis
mutandis.

Agenda item 3: Adoption of the provisional agenda and organization of work

16.  The meeting adopted its agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda contained in
document UNEP(OCA)MED WG.124/1.

17. The meeting decided to conclude its substantive deliberations as early as possible on
Wednesday, 7 May, to allow time for the working groups to meet.

Agenda item 4: Progress report by the Coordinator

18. The Coordinator introduced his progress report on the work of the MCSD
(UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.124/3), which covered the period December 1996 to April 1997. He
also drew the meeting’s attention to the booklet entitled "Mediterranean Commission on
Sustainable Development: A regional channel for Agenda 21", which had been prepared by
the Coordinating Unit with a view to the Fifth Session of UNCSD and the special session of
the United Nations General Assembly to be held in New York from 23 to 27 June 1997.

19. The President informed the meeting that, when attending the ministerial segment of
UNCSD's Fifth Session, he had seized the opportunity to draw the Commission’s attention to
the establishment of the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development. Moreover,
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he had discussed with the Chairman of the UNCSD how best to obtain a solemn political
commitment on the part of governments in the Mediterranean region to include sustainability
in their development plans. As negotiations on the final declaration of the special session
were well advanced and it would not be possible to include a statement of the Mediterranean
position, he proposed that the MCSD should agree upon two or three important non-
controversial environmental and sustainable development issues indicative of the common
Mediterranean position. This statement could then be transmitted to the Contracting Parties
so that Heads of State or Government could take it into consideration in their declarations to
the special session. '

20. The Coordinator said that he had attended the second week of the UNCSD session
as a member of UNEP’s delegation, thus giving him an opportunity to inform the
Commission's members about the work of the MCSD. In view of the importance and
relevance of the issues discussed by the UNCSD, it was essential for the MCSD to become
accredited to the Commission, but that would require political support from Mediterranean
governments. It would not be possible to obtain accreditation in time for the special session
of the United Nations General Assembly, therefore, the MCSD’s priorities could only be
reflected in the declarations made by Mediterranean Heads of State or Government.

21.  One member of the Commission noted that sustainable development was being
discussed in several different forums and underlined the need for the MCSD to be informed
of all relevant meetings and activities so that it would be aware of the trends in different
sectors. In this connection, the representative of MIO-ECSDE informed the meeting that, when
participating in the Rio + 5§ Conference (Rio de Janeiro, 13-19 March 1997), his organization
had the opportunity of presenting the MCSD, its role and its work.

22, In response to one speaker who had requested the Coordinator to include in his
progress report more comprehensive information on MAP activities, financial resources and
all activities of Mediterranean interest, the Coordinator said that the purpose of the report was
simply to describe what was being done to implement the decisions taken by the Contracting
Parties; it was not intended to be an exhaustive description of MAP activities. He was aware
that many other activities relating to sustainable development were taking place throughout
the Mediterranean and he proposed that, where possible and appropriate, the MCSD could
invite the persons concermed to inform the Commission of their activities.

Agenda item 5: Progress reports by the task managers for short-term activities

Management of water demand

23. On behalf of the task managers for this theme (Morocco and Tunisia), Mr. M. Ennabli

introduced the progress report on the theme "Management of water demand”
(UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.124/Inf.6), based on a preliminary report that had been submitted to
the meeting of the Commission’s Bureau held at Athens on 20 and 21 February 1997. The
report dealt with trends in demand for water and the overall water resource situation.
Mediterranean countries couid be divided into four main categories as far as water demand
was concemned: firstly, countries where resources could satisfy per capita demand exceeding
500 m¥year until at least 2025; secondly, countries where per capita demand not exceeding
500 m*/year could be satisfied until 2025; thirdly, countries where per capita demand did not
exceed 500 m®year and must decrease from 2000 onwards in order to satisfy demand;
lastly, countries where per capita demand exceeded 500 m®/year and must decrease from
2000 onwards in order to meet demand.
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24.  The analysis carried out indicated that large amounts of water were misused or little
used, but more accurate information was required in order to evaluate the problem. One
other aspect that should be included in water management programmes was the cost/benefit
ratio of practical water-saving measures compared with investment to cope with future
demand.

25. Regarding the group’s future work, an assessment of water demand management
strategies in the Mediterranean, through national studies on water utilization systems, was
required. In addition, data on utilization yields, water-saving schemes, and prevention of
pollution should be collected. There should also be analyses of the drinking water situation
in large cities and water demand for agriculture. The gains to be made by reducing leakage
from water distribution systems, wastage by consumers, and by modifying exploitation
systems and changing attitudes, needed to be quantified. In the medium term, pilot studies
on countries representative of each of the four main categories would help to highlight the
various options adopted to manage water demand.

26.  The report before the Commission was purely preliminary and not intended to be
exhaustive or definitive. It was intended to send out a form to Mediterranean countries in
order to obtain additional data, which would then be processed by Blue Plan and discussed
at the workshop to be held on 12 and 13 September 1997.

27. Members of the Commission expressed their appreciation of the comprehensive report,
which was largely based on Blue Plan activities and contributions. Several speakers
described water management demand activities in their own countries and indicated their
willingness to share their experience. Attention was drawn to certain errors in the statistics
given in the report and a number of suggestions were made regarding aspects that required
further study. It was also noted that data should no longer refer to former Yugoslavia but
should be specific to the countries concerned (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and
Slovenia). Particular emphasis was laid on water's role in preserving ecosystems, the
financial aspects of water demand and water-saving schemes. It was emphasized by one
speaker that, in order to have the maximum impact, the outcome of the group’s work should
be a short list of practical recommendations, to which all the comprehensive studies carried
out could be annexed. The observer for METAP indicated that the European Union and the
World Bank had launched a water initiative worth US$ 2 million for the countries of the
Mediterranean and the Middle East.

Sustainable management of coastal zones

28.  On behalf of the task managers for this theme (MEDCITIES and Morocco),

Ms. B. Layachi explained the methodology that had been followed by the working group as
outlined in the preliminary report entitled: "Sustainable management of coastal zones"
(UNEP(OCA)MED WG.124/Inf. 7). Terms of reference had been drawn up for the expert, Mr.
Harry N. Coccossis, who had prepared a draft report on a related issue. The working group
had respected the initial criterion of building on previous work in order to provide added vaiue.
An effort had been made to evaluate past experience, develop a global strategy incorporating
institutional, human, economic and environmental factors, propose practical lines of action and
establish a system of indicators to assess the impact of the strategy on the environment. The
future schedule of work involved discussion of the draft report by the working group,
finalization of the text and its presentation to the Commission for validation at the October
meeting to be held in France.
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29.  Mr. H.N. Coccossis, University of the Aegean, highlighted the key elements of the draft
report entitied "Sustainable Development for Mediterranean Coastal Areas". He began by
stressing that the adoption of a common strategy had become imperative. Integraied Coastal
Zone Management (ICZM), planning for tourism and review procedures were among the toois
that could be used for the sustainable development of coastal areas. In most cases, coastal
management developed around key issues, such as the preservation of sand dunes or the
upgrading of tourism, with the result that programmes were not fully integrated, involving
limited interventions only. Some of the reasons for failure were inadequate information and
coordination, the limited range of regulatory instruments and unsatisfactory policy
implementation. ICZM required a multi-sectoral approach, which was usually lacking.
Although some significant progress had been made, a more "aggressive" policy was perhaps
required. In particular, greater awareness and training were necessary. It appeared that the
degree of integration of coastal management issues depended largely on the institutional
framework.

30.  With regard to policies for the sustainable development of Mediterranean coastal
areas, he outlined the main conclusions of the International Workshop of Experts held in
Santorini in April 1996. The priorities for action should be identification and assessment of
resources, identification of areas of interest, analysis of conflicts and pressures, analysis of
existing policies plans and programmes, and development of a plan of action and a periodic
review process.

31. Members of the Commission commended the high quality of the reports while hoping
that at the next stage it would focus much more sharply on specific issues and make practical
proposals for action at both the national and regional levels. It was important, in order to
provide added value, to concentrate on realistic objectives, to set priorities and to lay down
a clear time frame. Mistakes had been made in the past because there had not been an
integrated approach to coastal management. It was a sensitive area in which a consensus
had to be found among conflicting views.

Adenda ltem 6: Preliminary reports by Task Managers for medium-term activities

Sustainable development indicators

32.  On behalf of the task managers for this theme (France and Tunisia), Mr. S. Antoine
introduced the preliminary report entitled "Sustainable development indicators"
(UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.124/Inf.3). The primary objective of the working group was to produce
indicators that would be put to practical use. Essentially, the document had been prepared
by the Blue Plan and after review by Tunisia was submitted aiso on behalf of Morocco, the
European Community and EcoMediterrania. It was important not to repeat what had already
been done, so over the coming year the group would look into the work carried out by the
Blue Plan, the United Nations, the World Resources Institute, UNDP, other organizations and
individual countries. On that basis it was hoped to make concrete proposals or
recommendations. At the same time, it had {o be recognized that of currently available
Mediterranean data few were reliable. Measures were needed to facilitate the collection of
data, both by the working group and by others. For that purpose he would welcome regular
meetings of Mediterranean statisticians and an effort to enlist the support of national
observatories. A further point related to the use made of the indicators. it was all very well
to put them on the INTERNET, but how could their use by the whole of civil society be
ensured? As far as proposals were concerned, he agreed that they should be relatively short,
otherwise they would not be read. The future work schedule included a restricted meeting
in July 1997, to be followed by a larger one in 1998, with a view to completing the task by

1)"
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mid-1999. Finally, he pointed out that all the working groups would need to use indicators
as a basic tool. In the case of water, for example, some data were available but there were
many gaps. There was a particular need to zoom in on specific coastal regions and towns.

33. The Coordinator emphasized the major importance of sustainable development
indicators, which would provide a scientific basis for framing operational policies. By
producing such indicators, the Mediterranean-would be setting an example for other regions.
Great care would have to be taken to ensure a degree of comparability, for conditions varied
widely from country to country, in such areas as coastal development, energy use and the
production of household waste, for example. He hoped that an effort could be made to
produce the first results by 1998.

34.  The representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) informed the participants
of the work being done by WHO in the field of environmental health indicators. In the context
of sustainable development, health should be viewed as a broad, cross-cutting issue, affecting
and affected by all aspects of environment and development. In the area of development
decision-making, WHO was helping to ensure that the health and environment consequences
of economic development policies were fully understood by all stakeholders. He therefore
proposed that, in coordination with the work to be performed by the Blue Plan, the WHO
indicators should be evaluated and those of Mediterranean importance should be considered
for the Mediterranean region.

(Eco)Tourism

35.  On behalf of the task managers for this theme (Egypt, EOAEN and Spain), Mr. L.
Alemany Mir introduced the preliminary report on "(Eco)Tourism" (UNEP(OCA)/MED
WG.124/Inf.8). He highlighted the methodology that had been used, focusing on tourist
destinations, the impact and consequences of tourism on the territory, population and
environment of receiver countries, and elements of the tourist industry itself. It was proposed
to carry out the work in the following phases: compilation of a document, detection of gaps,
preparation of reports and studies, seminars, presentation of the final document and approval
of proposals. According to the planned timetable, the final document should be ready by May
1999.

36. The Commission agreed that henceforward the title of this theme should be
"Sustainable Tourism".

Information. awareness and participation

37.  On behalf of the task managers for this theme (CREE and MIO-ECSDE),

Mr. M. Scoullos introduced the working group’s preliminary report (UNEP{OCA)/MED
WG.124/Inf.4), drawing attention to the interlinkage between this theme and the themes
attributed to the other working groups. The group would therefore communicate its ideas to
the other groups and would take their comments into account in its work. Although education
had not been specified, the group considered that, as an integral part of any awareness
promotion policy, environmental education should be included among its tasks. It was hoped
that financial resources would be available to allow the group to respect the proposed work
schedule, which included Mediterranean input to the International Conference on Environment
and Society: Education and Public Awareness for Sustainability to be organized jointly by
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UNESCO and the Greek Government in Thessaloniki (8-12 December 1997). The final stage
of the work schedule would be the drafting of a set of recommendations.

38.  During the discussion that followed the task manager’s presentation, the group was
urged to take into account the activities on the same theme being carried out under Agenda
Med 21 and to ensure that there was an effective linkage with the work of the other groups.
Targeting of information at decision-makers was mentioned as an important aspect of the
overall theme and the task manager expressed the hope that all Mediterranean ministers
attending the special session of the United Nations General Assembly would include a
reference to environmental education, education for sustainability and awareness in their
declarations and that it would prove possible to convene a summit of Mediterranean Heads
of State or Government on environment and sustainable development.

Free trade and environment in the Euro-Mediterranean context

39. In the absence of the task manager for this theme, (Foundation for International
Studies) the Coordinator introduced the preliminary report (UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.124/Inf.5),
drawing attention to four major issues: the impact of environmental differences among
countries within a free trade area; the use of environmental standards as disguised barriers
to trade; compromising environmental standards in order to be more competitive; and the
use of commercial tools for the purpose of environmental protection. These issues were
already being dealt with in forums such as the World Trade Organization (WTO) at the global
level, the European Union, North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA) and Mercosur at the
regional level, and the group would have to take their work into account. The proposed
Mediterranean Free Trade Area, like other important international agreements, would inciude
an environmental component and would cover agriculture, which was one of the vital sectors
in North-South trade.

40. The observer for METAP indicated METAP's willingness to collaborate with the group
on the issue and informed the Commission that one of the themes for the Mediterranean
policies network to be established by METAP would be technical assistance activities related
to trade and environment.

41. One member expressed the view that since the issue of free trade and the
environment was being dealt with globally by the World Trade Organization (WTO) and other
international bodies and had no special regional implications for the Mediterranean in the near
future, and bearing in mind the Commission’s work load and limited resources, this issue
should not be regarded as a priority. Other members emphasized the need to adopt a
preventive approach by ensuring that there was a healthy environment in which trade could
take place rather than studying the impact of trade on the environment. Other aspects to be
taken into account by the group included the problems raised by free zones, consumer
information, and civil liability.

z

Industry and sustainable development

42.  Mr. G. Guerrieri (ltaly), task manager for the theme, introduced the preliminary report
(UNEP(OCA)MED WG.124/Inf.9), emphasizing that its purpose was to encourage reflection
rather than to make concrete recommendations at the present stage. The subject was vast
and its scope would have to be clearly defined. Reliable data would have to be collected and
ways of mobilizing financial resources, including funds from the private sector, would have to
be sought.
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43.  The observer for METAP underlined the importance ofthe theme and offered METAP’s
assistance in complementing the studies to be carried out by the group. The World Bank had
developed a decision support system programme to calculate pollution loads and, if desired,
it could be made available to the group for assessing pollution loads in Mediterranean
countries.

44, During the discussion, it was stressed that the three most important aspects of
pollution were its magnitude and severity and, above all, its impact on public health. Ways
would have to be found to finance pollution abatement, notably from private sources, including
banks. The special problems of islands, industrialization in countries diversifying their
economies, the proliferation of industrial legislation and regulations, the installation of non-
polluting industries in countries of the South, the participation of trade union representatives
and an enterprise in the group’'s work, and the establishment of the international centre for
eco-technology recommended in Agenda 21 were cited as elements to be taken into account
by the group. ltwas emphasized that industry should be looked upon as a partner rather than
an opponent in the fight against pollution.

Management of urban/rural development

45.  Mr. A. Aldieb (Egypt), task manager for the theme, said that the main priorities for
development of human settlements had aiready been agreed at the international level and the
MCSD would have to take these into account in its work on urban/rural development. The
urbanization process in the Mediterranean region constituted one of the main economic, social
and environmental problems in the Mediterranean region due to the concentration of
population.

46. The group would study national urban/rural development strategies with a view to
developing a Mediterranean strategy on development of urban and rural areas so as to
safeguard resources and reduce pollution.

47.  The proposed programme of work for the group would comprise meetings in 1997 and
1998, with the elaboration of a final report to be considered in September 1998 and
transmitted to the MCSD for submission to the Contracting Parties.

48. Concern was expressed at the overlap with the work of the group on sustainable
management of coastal zones and at the heavy work programme proposed for the group.
It was stressed that care must be taken to ensure that there was no duplication of work by
the two groups. One member, however, expressed the view that the terms of reference of
the two groups were sufficiently distinct to prevent any overlap and, moreover, one group was
expected to complete its work in the short term whereas the other was working in a medium-
term perspective. It was agreed that the task managers of the working groups on coastal
zones and urban/rural development should meet with the MAP support units to consider ways
and means of deriving mutual benefit from their activities and avoiding overlapping.

49, It was suggested that the group should focus on practical experience so that viable
recommendations could be made. Other issues proposed for the group’s consideration
included cooperation among locai authorities, land-use planning and its legal framework.
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General comments on items 5 and 6

50.  Following presentation of the preliminary reports, the Commission agreed thatin future
the main focus should be on the two short-term activities so as not to dissipate efforts and
resources. Several members expressed concern at the very broad, general level of the
approach in the reports on short-term activities. They felt that there was a danger of
repeating previous studies and recycling existing information. Accordingly, they stressed the
importance of focusing much more precisely on specific actions. In that connection, it was
suggested that the two working groups should concentrate on strategies, processes and
issues.

51, In connection with the medium-term activities, it was stressed by many speakers that
the programme of work was too intensive to allow satisfactory completion of the tasks. In
view of the limited resources available, it was essential not to duplicate work being done
elsewhere and it was pointed out that some of the tasks were already included in the work
programmes of the Regional Activity Centres. The scope of the groups’ work should be
defined more clearly and priorities should be fixed among the six groups. Action programmes
by objective, with a specific time frame, should be proposed to the Contracting Parties. One
element that was missing in the proposed activities was their relationship to MAP’s priorities
and activities. [t was agreed that when convening future meetings of the MCSD, the
Secretariat, in consultation with the task managers, should specify which working group would
meet in parallel with the Commission.

52.  The Coordinator said that he understood the concerns expressed and, together with
the task managers, the Secretariat would propose a revised timetable for medium-term
activities. It was important for the working groups to examine specific national situations, to
describe and analyse them, and then to define clear objectives. Once the problems had been
identified, tangible solutions could be proposed. The Commission had to be both realistic and
practical in its work.

53. Summing up the debate, the President pointed out that the current stage was one of
collecting information in order to build on existing material and then proceed to making
specific proposals. In future, task managers would have to move towards more concrete
proposals of an innovative nature for submission to the Contracting Parties.

Agenda Item 7: Review of the composition of the Working Groups
54. It was agreed that the following members of the Commission and observers would

participate in the activities of the working groups, as follows:
Management of water demand - CEDARE, Cyprus, Israel
Sustainable management of coastal zones - Albania
Sustainable development indicators - Greece, Israel
Sustainable tourism - ASCAME
Information, awareness, participation - Albania, Algeria, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Free trade and environment in the Euromediterranean context - MIO-ECSDE
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Industry and sustainable development - Algeria, as co-task manager.

Management of urban/rural development - Algeria, CEDARE, EC.

55.  The revised composition of the Thematic Working Groups is contained in Annex Il to
this report.

Agenda ltem 8: Review of the draft Iiules of Procedure for the MCSD

56. The Secretary of the Meeting presented the draft Rules of Procedure
(UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.124/4) which reflected the comments and amendments that had been
made at the First Meeting of the Bureau of the Commission held in Athens in February 1997.
For example, the consensus method of taking decisions was stipulated in Rule 32 while Rule
17(1) specified that all members of the Commission participated on an equal footing. In
several instances the Rules had been simplified in line with the Rules of Procedure for
meetings of the Contracting Parties and the Commission’s Terms of Reference. A long
discussion on languages had been held in the Bureau and a compromise had been reached
which was reflected in Rule 30. Lastly, Rule 21 established a membership of eight for the
Bureau, although in his own view it would be advisable to return to the original figure of six,
while Rule 17(2) laid down a simplified accreditation procedure.

57. In the course of the discussion a considerable number of amendments were proposed,
some of them being mainly of an editorial nature. The Secretariat took note of these
amendments. Other proposed changes were more substantive and related to the role of the
Bureau of the Commission, the number of members, and the question of the presidency of
the Bureaux of the Commission and the Contracting Parties respectively.

58.  On the subject of the role of the Bureau of the Commission, some members took the
view that, in accordance with the decisions of the Contracting Parties and the Commission’s
Terms of Reference, the Bureau shouid be elected at the commencement of the first sitting
of each ordinary meeting but should cease to function once that meeting came to an end.
They considered that there was a serious danger of confusion, if not conflict, if two Bureaux
were to meet during the intersessional period, especially if fwo different Presidents were
involved. As they saw it, there was no need for a Bureau of the Commission outside the
period of meetings since the Bureau of the Contracting Parties and the Secretariat were
responsible for following up activities and maintaining relations with other organizations. They
further pointed out that the Commission was an advisory body only. In addition, meetings of
the Bureau of the Commission involved considerable expenditure. Other members took the
opposing view, believing that the Bureau of the Commission had an important role to play
between meetings, more particularly at a later stage when the frequency of meetings became
biennial. It would then be essential to have a body to follow up activities during the interval
between meetings in order to ensure continuity. Moreover, they strongly believed that no
action should be taken that would weaken, or might be perceived as weakening, the
Commission, which had an exemplary and innovatory nature. It was important to adopt a
creative approach, without fear of being different. Several members said they would like more
time to ponder the matter before coming to a decision.

50. With regard to the number of members of the Bureau, several speakers favoured a
return to the original figure of six, consisting of a President, four Vice-Presidents and a
Rapporteur. Others believed that eight members were justified in a body composed of 36
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members in all, in order to achieve a balanced representation. They drew attention to the
unique character of the Commission which comprised both governments and representatives
of civil society.

60. Conceming the presidency of the Bureaux, it was suggested that it might be advisable,
in order to avoid any possible conflict, to stipulate that the same person should occupy both
offices, as was the case at present. It was pointed out that such a provision would preclude
any representative of civil society from ever becoming President of the Bureau of the
Commission. Many speakers considered that it would be preferable to leave the decision to
the wisdom of the Contracting Parties.

61. Due fo time limitations, it was decided to defer the decision on the draft Ruies of
Procedure to the Third Meeting to be held in France in October 1997.

Agenda ltem 9: Provisional agenda, dates and venue of the Third Meeting of the
MCSD

62. The representative of France confirmed that his country wished to invite the Third
Meeting of the Commission to a venue still to be decided in France some time in the first half
of October 1997.

63.  The representatives of the World Wide Fund for Nature and EcoMediterrania asked
for the inclusion in the agenda of the third meeting of an item on the establishment of a
conservation trust fund, for which a feasibility study was being carried out by WWF and would
be ready by October.

Agenda item 10: Any other matters

Future meetings of the Commission

64. The representative of ltaly indicated that his country would like to host the Fourth
Meeting during 1998. The Coordinator informed the participants that he had received a fax
from the City of Rome offering to host a meeting of the Commission in 1998.

65. The representative of Monaco said that his country wished to host a meeting in
Monaco in 1998 as part of the celebration of the 150th anniversary of Prince Albert 1.

66.  The President thanked all Governments for their offers to host future meetings.

Participation in MAP meetings

67.  The representatives of Algeria and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya drew the attention of
the Bureau and patrticipants to the difficulties experienced by their officials in obtaining visas
for travel to MAP meetings. The representative of France assured the Secretariat, the
representatives of the Contracting Parties and the members of the MCSD that his country,
undertook to honour its commitment to receive on its territory all participants in meetings and
working groups held within the framework of MAP. The Coordinator would make every effort
to ensure the application of the provisions of the United Nations concerning the movement
of persons within countries Parties to the Barcelona Convention.

% e A NN P
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Statement by the observer for METAP

68.  The observer for METAP drew attention to the METAP Iii objectives: management of
natural resources scarcity; arresting emerging pollution, and strengthening of environmental
institutions and increasing public participation. lts operating principles were based on
ownership, decentralization, partnerships, roll-in resources, and monitoring and evaluation.
METAP’s Project Preparation Unit had developed a number of projects around the
Mediterranean, and a capacity-building programme, financed by UNDP and the World Bank,
was under way. Under UNDP leadership, four potential private-public partnership projects had
been identified. Assistance was available for countries to develop a reliable system of
indicators to monitor and assess the impact of their policies, programmes and projects. A
series of networks linking various organizations and institutions around the Mediterranean
were expected to be the core of the regional initiatives. The Med Policies programme would
initially focus on three areas: trade and environment; improving ambient air quality through
cleaner fuels; and environmental liability and privatization. He hoped that METAP could
become an instrument to serve MAP and looked forward to close cooperation between the
two organizations.

Agenda ltem 11: Adonption of the report of the meeting

69. The meeting adopted its report on Thursday, 8 May 1997.

Agenda ltem 12: Closure of the meeting

70. Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the President declared the meeting
closed.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS

ALBANIA
ALBANIE

ALGERIA
ALGERIE

Piaa

ASSOCIATION DE PROTECTION
DE LA NATURE ET DE

- L’ENVIRONNEMENT DE
KAIROUAN (APNEK)

Mr Lirim Selfo

Chairman

Committee of Environmental Protection
Rr. "B.Curri", no.5

Tirana

Albania

Tel: 355 42 65229/30682
Fax: 355 42 65229/64632

M. Slimane Zaouche

Directeur Général Environnement

Secrétariat d'Etat auprés du Ministre de I'Intérieur
des Collectivités locales et de ' Environnement
chargé de I'Environnement

6 Place el Qods, Hydra

Alger 16035

Algérie

Tel: 213 2 652967
Fax; 213 2 663923

M. Youssef Nouri
Chargé des relations

Mme Rafika Blili

APNEK

Lycée Abou Sofieéne Ksar Said Il
2009 Tunis

Tunisie

Tel: 216 1 515307
Fax: 216 1 508361
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ASSOCIATION DES CHAMBRES DE
COMMERCE ET D'INDUSTRIE DE LA
MEDITERRANNE (ASCAME)

CHAMBERS GROUP FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF GREEK ISLANDS
(EOAEN)

CENTRE DES REGIONS
EUROMEDITERRANEENNES POUR
L’ENVIRONNEMENT (C.R.E.E)

Ms Maria de Balle

President

Head of Environment Department

Barcelona Chamber of Commerce

Avenue Diagonal 452-454

08006 Barcelona

Spain -

Tel: 34 3 4169300
Fax: 34 3 4169301
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-

Mr. Georges Giourgas

Conseiller Affaires Européennes

Chambers Group for the Development of Greek .
Islands

World Trade Centre

162 Bd Emile Jacquant

Bruxelles 1210

Belgique

Tel: 322 2030090
Fax: 322 2031067

M. Laurent Pradalié
Secrétaire Général

Mme Frédérique Negre
Secrétaire Général de FAgence Méditerranéenne
de I'Environnement

C.R.E.E.
Région Languedoc-Roussillon
201 Avenue de la Pompignane R

- 34000 Montpellier

France _
Tel: 33 4 67228000
Fax: 33 4 67229405
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Mr Matija Frankovic

Head of Department

State Directorate of Environment
Ulica Grada Vukovara 78

HR 10000 Zagreb

Croatia

Tel: 385 16118970
Fax: 38516118970
E-mail: mfrankov@duzo.tel.hr

Mr Nicos Georgiades

Director for Environment

Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources
and the Environment

Nicosia 1100

Cyprus

Tel: 357 2 302883
Fax: 357 2 363945

Mr Rafael Madueiio

President

EcoMediterrania

Gran Via de les Corts Catalanes 643, 3er
08010 Barcelona

Spain

Tel: 34 3 4125598

Fax: 34 3 4124622

E-mail: ecomed@pangea.org
medforum@pangea.org

Mr Arseen Seys
Director
Environmental and Regulatory Affairs

Mr Carlo Trobia

CEFIC/EUROCHLOR

4 Avenue E. Van Nieuwenhuyse
Box 2

B-1160 Brussels

Belgium

Tel: 32 2 6767251
Fax: 32 2 6767241




UNEP(OCA)MED WG.124/5
Annex |
page 4

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
COMMUNAUTE EUROPEENNE

EGYPT
EGYPTE

FRANCE
FRANCE
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Mr Fernand Thurmes
Directeur, Affaires générales et
internationales

M. Tanino Dicorrado
Administrateur Principal

Direction Affaires Générales et >
Internationales -
Direction Générale Environnement TS
Sécurité Nucléaire et Protection

Civile DG IX A5

Commission Européenne
200 rue de la Loi, 1049 Bruxelles
Belgique

Tel: 32 2 2969147, 2969509
Fax: 32 2 2994123
Tix; COMEU B 21877

Mr Abdelghaffar Aldieb

Director of Environment and Sustainable
Development Department

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Corniche El Nile Street

Maspero, Cairo

Egypt

Tel: 202 5747847
Fax: 202 5747839

M. Serge Antoine

Conseiller pour les questions

méditerranéennes aupres du Ministre de -
'environnement -

M. Gilles David B
Chargé de mission )
DGAD, Service des Affaires Internationales

Ministére de 'environnement
20 avenue de Ségur

75007 Paris

France

Tel: 33 1 42191745
Fax: 33142191772
E-mail: gilles.david@environement.gouv.fr
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Mr Alexandros Lascaratos

MAP Liaison Officer

Department of Applied Physics

Laboratory of Meteorology and Oceanography
University of Athens (building Phys-V)
Panepistimoupolis

Athens 15784

Greece

Tel: 30 1 7284839
Fax: 30 1 7295281

Mr Giovanni Guerrieri

Expert ENEA

c/o Ministére de 'environnement
Service eau, dechet, sol

Via Ferratella in L.aterano 33
Rome 00184

italy

Tel: 39 6 70362219/26
Fax: 396 77257012
E-mail: guerrieri@flashnet.it

Mr Francesco Pizzio

Consigliere de Administrazione

Agenzia Nationale perla Protezione del’Ambiente
Via Viatliano Brancati, 48

00144 Rome

ltaly

Tel: 39 6 50072047
Fax 39 6 50072182

Mr Dror Amir

Director

Division of Intermational Relations
and Special Projects

Ms Esther Korn-Ancri
Foreign Affairs Coordinator

Ministry of the Environment
P.0O. Box 34033

5 Kanfei Nesharim Street
95464 Jerusalem

|srael

Tel: 972 2 6553745/6
Fax: 972 2 6553752
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LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA
JAMAHIRIYA ARABE LIBYENNE

MEDCITIES NETWORK
RESEAU MEDCITES

MEDITERRANEAN INFORMATION
OFFICE FOR ENVIRONMENT,
CULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT (MIO-ECSDE)

Mr Abdulfattah Boargob

Head

Department of Environmental Studies
Technical Centre for Environment

Protection By
P.O. Box 83618 -
Tripoli
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya <
Tel 218 21 4448452
Fax: 218 21 3338098/97
Tix: 901-20138 TCEP LY

M. Mohamed Boussraoui

Responsable Département
Bassin Méditerranéen

22 Rue d'Alsace

92300 Levallois-Perret

France

Tel:
Fax:

33 1 47393686
33 1 42703799

M. Ferran Relea
Medcités - Barcelona
Torrent de I'Olla 218-220
08012 Barcelone
Espagne

Tel;
Fax:

343 2914122
343 2914016

Mr Michael Scoullos

Chairman

MIO-ECSDE e
28 Tripodon Street )

105 58 Athens

Greece

Tel: 30 1 3225245, 3226693
Fax: 30 1 3225240
E-mail: mio-ee-ew@ath.forthnet.gr
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Mr Emad Adly
Co-Chairman
MIO-ECSDE
P.0.Box 2
Magles Elshaab
Cairo

Egypt

Tel: 202 3041634
Fax: 202 3041635
E-mail: aoye@ritsec1.com.eg

M. Bernard Fautrier

Ministre Plénipotentiaire

Chargé du suivi questions d’environnement
"Villa Girasole"

16 Boulevard de Suisse

MC 88000 Monaco

Principauté de Monaco

Tel: 377 93158333
Fax: 377 93158888

M. Patrick Van Klaveren

Chef de Service

Service de I'Environnement
Dept. des Travaux Publics et des
Affaires Sociales

Ministére d'Etat

3 avenue de Fontvieille
MC-98000 Monaco

Principauté de Monaco

Tel: 377 93158963
Fax: 377 92052891

S.E. M. Nourdine Benomar Alami

‘Ministre de I'environnement

Ministere de I'environnement
36 avenue des Héros

Rabat

Maroc

Tel: 2127 680741
Fax: 2127 680746
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SLOVENIA
SLOVENIE

SPAIN
ESPAGNE

Mme Bani Layachi

Directeur de I'observation des études et de
la coordination

Ministére de 'Environement

75 rue de Sebou Agdal

Rabat

Maroc

Tel: 212 7 680741
Fax: 212 7 680746 o

M. Tahar Tahry

Chef de Cabinet

Ministére de I'environnement
36 avenue des Héros

Rabat ‘

Maroc

Tet: 2127 770885
Fax: 2127 777697

Mr Slavko Mezek
Senior Advisor

Ministry of Environment
Dunajska 47

1000 Ljubljana
Slovenia

Tel: 386 61 1787055
Fax; 386 61 1787064
E-mail: slavko.mezek@mopupp.sigov.mail.s!

Ms Amparo Rambla Gil

Subdirectora General Adjunta
Direccion General de Calidad o
y Evaluacién Ambiental .

4

Mr Luis Peftalver Camara ’
Subdirector General de Normativa
-y Cooperacion Institucional

Mr Francesco Summers
Director Programa
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Plza. San Juan de la Cruz s/n
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente
28071 Madrid

Spain

Tel: 34 1 5976364
Fax: 34 1 5976485

JMr. Liuis Alemany Mir

Director
Direccié General d'Ordenacié del
Territori | Urbanisme

Mr. Guillermo Chacartegui Cirerol
Govern Balear
Jefe Callidad Ambiental Organizacion

Govern Balear

Conselleria de Medio Ambiente
Av. Gabriel Alomar i Villalonga, 33
Palma De Mallorca 07006

Spain

Tel 34 971 176800/9
Fax: - 34 971 176849

M. Mohamed Ennabli

Directeur Général de I'institut National
de Recherche Scientifique et Technique
B.P. 95

2050 Hammam-Lif

Tunis

Tunisie

Tel: 216 1 430215
Fax: 216 1430934
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TURKEY
TURQUIE

WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE
(WWF)

Mr Mustafa Hakan Baykal

Environmental Expert

Foreign Relations Department

Ministry of Environment

Eskisehir Yolu 8 km

06530 Ankara

Turkey <n

Tel 90 312 2851705
Fax. 90 312 2853739 2

Mr Paolo Gugiielmi

Coordinator

Mediterranean Programme ‘
c/o WWEF ltalia

Via Garigliano 57

00198 Rome

italy

Tel: 39 6 84497358
Fax: 39 6 8413866
E-mail: ma2248@mclink.it
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UNITED NATIONS BODIES AND SECRETARIAT UNITS
SECRETARIAT DES NATIONS UNIES

- UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT Mr Lucien Chabason

PROGRAMME Coordinator
COORDINATING UNIT FOR THE K
R MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAN Mr Ibrahim Dharat
PROGRANMME DES NATIONS UNIES Senior Programme Officer
POUR L’ENVIRONNEMENT

UNITE DE COORDINATION DU PLAN Mr Francesco Saverio Civili
D’ACTION POUR LA MEDITERRANEE First Officer

Coordinating Unit for the Mediterranean
Action Plan

P. O. Box 18019

48, Vassileos Konstantinou Avenue

116 10 Athens

Greece

Tel: 30 1 7263190-5

Fax: 301 7253196-7

Tix: 222564 - 222611 MEDU GR
E-mail: unepmedu@compulink.gr

Q REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAN
CENTRES D’ACTIVITES REGIONALES DU PLAN D’ACTION POUR LA
MEDITERRANEE
* UNEP/IMO REGIONAL MARINE Mr Jean-Claude Sainios
POLLUTION EMERGENCY Director
“m RESPONSE CENTRE FOR THE UNEP/IMO Regional Marine Pollution

MEDITERRANEAN SEA (REMPEC) Emergency Response Centre for the
CENTRE REGIONAL MEDITERRANEEN Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC)

POUR L'INTERVENTION Manoel Island GZR 03
D’URGENCE CONTRE LA Malta

POLLUTION MARINE

ACCIDENTELLE Tel: 356 337296-8

Fax: 356 339951
Tix: © 406-1464 UNROCC MW
CBL: UNROCC MALTA
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REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR
THE BLUE PLAN (BP/RAC) ‘
CENTRE D’ACTIVITES REGIONALES
DU PLAN BLEU (CAR/PB)

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR
THE PRIORITY ACTIONS
PROGRAMME (PAP/RAC)

CENTRE D'ACTIVITES REGIONALES
DU PROGRAMME D'ACTIONS
PRIORITAIRES (CAR/PAP)

Mr Michel Batisse
President

Nir Arab Hoballah
Deputy Director

Regional Activity Centre for the Blue Plan

15 Rue Beethoven hie
Sophia Antipolis
06560 Valbonne
France

Tel 33 4 93653959, 93654402

Fax: 334 93653528

Tix: 42-970005

E-mail: planbleu@iway.fr ‘

Mr lvica Trumbic
Deputy Director

Mr Harry Coccossis
Consultant

Regional Activity Centre for the Priority
Actions Programme

11 Kraj Sv. lvana

P.O. Box 74

21000 Split

Croatia

Tel: 385 21 591171
Fax: 38521 361677 '
Tix: 62-26477 RH URBS

E-mail: pap@gradstatel.hr
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REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR
SPECIALLY PROTECTED AREAS
(SPA/RAC)

CENTRE D’ACTIVITES REGIONALES
POUR LES AIRES SPECIALEMENT
PROTEGEES (CAR/ASP)

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR
ENVIRONMENT REMOTE SENSING
(ERS/RAC)

CENTRE D’ACTIVITES REGIONALES
POUR LA TELEDETECTION EN
MATIERE D’ENVIRONNEMENT
(CAR/TDE)

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE

FOR CLEANER PRODUCTION

(CP/RAC) '

CENTRE D’ACTIVITES REGIONALES
POUR UNE PRODUCTION
PROPRE (CAR/PP)
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M. Mohamed Saied

Directeur

Centre d'Activités Régionales pour les
Aires Specialement Protégées

Centre International des Technologies de
'Environnement

Boulevard de 'Environnement

; B.P. 337
1080 Tunis

Tunisie

Tel: 216 1 795760
Fax: 2161797349

Mr Michele Raimondi

Managing Director

Regional Activity Centre for Environment
Remote Sensing

2 Via G. Giusti

90144 Palermo

italy

Tel: 39 91 308512, 342368
Fax: 39 91 308512
E-mail: ctmrac@mbox.vol.it

Mr Victor Macia

Director

Regional Activity Centre for Cleaner Productlon
Generalitat de Catalunya”

Departament de Medi Ambiente

56 Travessera de Gracia

08006 Barcelona

Spain

Tel: 34 3 4147090

Fax: 34 3 4144582
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OBSERVERS

REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND OTHER

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

REPRESENTANTS DES INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISEES DES NATIONS UNIES
ET AUTRES ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
(WHO)

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA
SANTE (OMS)

THE WORLD BANK
LA BANQUE MONDIALE

CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT FOR THE ARAB
REGION AND EUROPE (CEDARE)

Mr. George Kamizoulis

Senior Scientist

WHO/EURO Project Office
Coordinating Unit for the
Mediterranean Action Plan

P.O Box 18019

48 Vassileos Konstantinou Avenue
11610 Athens

Greece

Tel: 30 1 7253190-5
Fax: 301 7253196-7
E-mail: whomed@.compulink.gr

Mr. Sherif Arif

METAP Coordinator

Europe, Middle East and North
Africa Region (EMENA)

The World Bank

1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20433
United States of America

Tel: 202 473 7315
Fax: 202 477 1374
E-mail: sarif@worldbank.org

Mr Kamal A. Sabet
Chief Technica Advisor/
Officer in Charge
CEDARE

21/23 Giza Street

Nile Tower Building
13th Floor

P.O.Box 52

Orman, Giza

Egypt

Tel: 202 5701859, 3473
Fax: 202 5703242
E-mail: cedare@ritseel.com.eg
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