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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The UNEA-process and discussions in the expert group so far have proven that there is broad agreement that "status quo" is not a sustainable option and that there is a need for stronger responses to the marine litter and microplastics challenge. UNEA-3 stressed in its resolution 3/7 the importance of long-term elimination of all discharge of litter and microplastics into the oceans. There is broad recognition of the need to take action throughout the life cycle of plastics to achieve this vision. Currently, there are no international agreements covering upstream and midstream measures. While some measures downstream are covered by existing agreements, there is still no international framework that in a systematic and holistic way addresses all aspects of this complex problem with the aim to fulfil this global vision. A significant change in the way we use and dispose of plastic products needs to take place. 

We need to use plastic products smarter, recycle more, and better control and manage our plastic waste. To be effective, changes in plastics production and consumption patterns and plastic waste management need to be actively promoted and supported by stronger national plastic policies in all countries. Today, the ambition and success of national policies vary substantially as well as national circumstances. Action necessarily has to be carried out within respective areas of national jurisdiction, but that fact does not make the issue of response measures a purely domestic issue. Our interconnectedness is underscored by the global nature of the plastics economy value chains as well as the plastic litter and microplastics are polluting our oceans, rivers and lakes and the terrestrial environment. Plastic litter and microplastics are found in even in the most remote areas around the globe. 

The problem is truly global and no state can solve this problem alone. Efforts, even substantial efforts, made by individual states may end up having little effect when there is no common, comprehensive approach to the problem. The international community is therefore challenged to find how cooperation between states could promote, facilitate and support more and stronger action within each state and thus, in sum, enable us to tackle the global problem. To achieve this, enhanced coordination and cooperation between states as well as between relevant international bodies and instruments is necessary. Norway is of the opinion that the most effective response option will be to establish a new global agreement. 
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First Priority for AHEG 4 & 5:
Recommend Global Response Options for UNEA-5

Ra2 studio - Shutterstock

AHEG mandate 3/7: 

• To identify the range of national, 
regional and international 
response options, including actions 
and innovative approaches, and 
voluntary and legally binding 
governance strategies and 
approaches;

• To identify potential options for 
continued work for consideration 
by the United Nations Environment 
Assembly;

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The AHEG was established to assist the UNEA-process in exploring and identifying the range of national, regional and international response options, including actions and innovative approaches, and forward its findings to the UNEA for consideration. The AHEG has exchanged information and conducted initial discussions on topics like national policy measures, the regional level, barriers and options, governance, monitoring and information. Going forward Norway is of the opinion that the AHEG 4 and 5 should focus its work on the response options at the global level that are necessary to produce more effective action at all levels. 

This includes the consideration of a new dedicated global agreement. Rather than a very detailed convention, Norway believes that a framework agreement will assist countries implementing ambitious national policies, support knowledge based policy-making and monitor progress towards significantly reducing the discharges of plastic wastes and microplastics into the oceans. 

In our view the AHEG, the agenda of the 4th and 5th Expert Group meetings should be tailored to allow for structured discussions on response options related to key areas of the life-cycle of plastic products. UNEA-resolutions have stressed the need for preventive measures upstream, meaning both action on land and sea, and measures upstream in the value chain of plastic products, while also stressing that waste management is key. 
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Key global functions missing today
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• An inclusive global meeting place at 
government level under the UN

• A comprehensive approach with 
coordination of efforts

• Regularity and continuity in work and 
long-term planning

• Mobilization of resources over time and 
to the right priorities

• Expert advice and technology
• Support for national policymaking and 

implementation of policies.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Norwegian submission to AHEG 4 builds on the submissions we provided before AHEG 1 and AHEG2 that outlines the elements and approaches we would like to se in a stronger global governance structure. This submission builds on a broad agreement that there are some important elements that need to be addressed on a global level if we are to successfully address the growing challenge of marine litter and microplastics. 

We do not claim to have all the answers, but we would like to discuss this elements in the expert group. Feedback from other governments on how such a framework could assist their efforts in addressing the issue of marine plastic pollution is what we would like to achieve. 
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1. Enhance plastic waste minimization, recycling and 
management 
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• What are basic elements of an efficient 
plastic waste policy? 

• How to develop sustainable financing 
models?

• How to ensure better collection of plastic 
waste and prevent leakage to the 
environment? 

• How can we ensure a minimum level of 
ambition, comparability and effectiveness in 
more ambitious policies in all countries? 

• How can we keep track of the sum effects of 
efforts at the global level? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let me outline the five main elements in our submission: 

Waste management systems are clearly insufficient as they have not been able to prevent marine plastic litter to develop into a serious global problem. 

Plastic waste policies and measures must be strengthened in all countries.  UNEA-resolustions as well as the discussions we had in AHEG1 and 2 clearly stated that strengthening waste management systems is a key priority to address marine litter in the short-term. 

What do we need to get in place on a global level to support countries in development their policies and measures to address plastic waste? 
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2. Produce and use more sustainable plastic products

Brian A Jackson - Shutterstock

• How can we enable a transition to 
more sustainable products globally 
that supports government policies, 
socio-economic benefits and a level 
playing field for industry? 

• What aspects are important? What 
can we do on a global level to give 
plastic waste a value and increase 
markets for recycled plastics?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plastic products will eventually become waste, but a lot can be done to significantly increase the sustainability of plastic products, such as reducing the amount of waste generated, increasing recycling rates, enabling consumers to make sustainable choices. 

How can we enable a transition to more sustainable products globally that supports government policies, socio-economic benefits and a level playing field for industry? What aspects are important? Possible options range from product design, durability, reparability, recyclability and multiple use-plastic versus single-use, etc. How to increase markets for recycled plastics?
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3. Share responsibility fairly among different actors

Brian A Jackson - Shutterstock

• Business and industry must take
their part of the responsibility for a 
more sustainable plastics economy

• What can we do on a global level
to strengthen the position of
governments in this regard? 

• Is there a way international
cooperation could assist 
governments in regulating what
plastic products that on their
markets? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Producers of plastic products need to share the responsibility for a more sustainable plastic economy with governments and consumers. 

That could for instance imply that plastic products are required to meet some basic sustainability criteria both pre- and post-consumption in domestic markets, in order to fit for example national collection and recycling systems and thereby ease the burden for domestic waste management regimes.

Is there a way international cooperation could facilitate this process and strengthen the position of governments in this regard? 
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4. More effectively deal with microplastics

Brian A Jackson - Shutterstock

• Microplastics currently not adressed in any
existing international framework

• Key area of concern – a particular challenge

• Intentionally added microplastics and 
secondary microplastics might need different 
measures

• What actions are needed at the global level? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mircoplastics represent a particular challenge where targeted measures are needed. Plastic as a material is persistent in the environment and all plastic litter can ultimately become microplastics. 

Reducing plastic litter discharges into the environment and removing existing plastic litter will also contribute to the reduction of microplastics. But additional measures are needed. 

Microplastics discharges generated through wear and tear of products such as tyres, paints and textiles may warrant specific measures targeting sources, such as through improvements in wastewater treatment. Some product categories may also be of particular concern, typically products containing intentionally added microplastics and plastic pellets. 

We would like the AHEG to discuss what actions are needed at the global level? 
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5. Build a global science and knowledge base 
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• UNEA-4 decided to stregnthen the global 
knowledge and evidence-base to inform policy-
making

• A key global function, but no mechanism in place to 
secure a long-term collaboration. 

• What would be needed on the global level in the
longer term to support evidence based policy-
making? 

• Annex to our submission explains more of the
rationale for building an area of global science and 
knowledge base 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
5. Building a global science and knowledge base 

Building on the discussion since the AHEG 2, where there was an emerging consensus that a key global function currently missing is a global knowledge mechanism. 
UNEA resolution 4/6 paragraph 2 clearly points to the rationale for these global functions. An updated global assessment is expected this year.  But this only stands until UNEA-5. What we need is a more long-term mechanism to ensure evidence-based policy making. More detail is provided in the annex to our submission. 

The Nordic Council of Ministers have decided to commission a separate Nordic report on this topic to further support our global discussions. The tender for this report is currently being finalized. 
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Way forward 
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• Going forward Norway is of the opinion that the 
AHEG 4 and 5 should focus its work on the 
response options at the global level that are 
necessary to produce more effective action at all 
levels

• Most effective response option will be to establish 
a new global agreement -

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Going forward Norway is of the opinion that the AHEG 4 and 5 should focus its work on the response options at the global level that are necessary to produce more effective action at all levels. 

This includes the consideration of a new dedicated global agreement. We would like the AHEG to discuss different approaches to such an agreement. 

We look forward to engaging in the virtual process of the AHEG4 that lies before us, and we are committed to making progress in the work of the expert group despite the strange times we are currently living. 

Thank you 
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