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1. Owing to the exceptional circumstances associated with the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic, the bureaux of the United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations 
Environment Programme and of the Committee of Permanent Representatives decided, at their joint 
meeting held on 1 December 2020, that the fifth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly 
would be held in two parts, comprising an online meeting, to be held on 22 and 23 February 2021, and 
a resumed in-person meeting, to be held in February 2022. 

2. Accordingly, the online meeting of the fifth session of the United Nations Environment 
Assembly was convened on 22 and 23 February 2021. 

 I. Opening of the session (agenda item 1) 
3. The online meeting of the fifth session was opened at 11 a.m. (Nairobi time (UTC+3)) on 
Monday, 22 February 2021, by Mr. Sveinung Rotevatn, President of the Environment Assembly.  

4. Opening statements were delivered by Mr. Keriako Tobiko, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of 
Environment and Forestry, Kenya; Mr. Rotevatn; Ms. Inger Andersen, Executive Director of the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); Ms. Hera Ali and Mr. Gyubin Hwang, 
representatives of the children and youth major group; Mr. Volkan Bozkir, President of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations; Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

5. Mr. Tobiko welcomed representatives to the online meeting of the fifth session of the 
Environment Assembly, noting that it was being held against the backdrop of the COVID-19 
pandemic and its serious consequences for economies, communities and livelihoods around the world. 
Speaking from a green space in Nairobi, the site of UNEP headquarters and the global capital of 
environmental matters, he stressed the importance of green spaces, most recently in helping people to 
relate and relax during the lockdowns necessitated by the pandemic. Given that the current meeting 
was being held online, it would focus on administrative and budgetary matters and include a 
leadership dialogue that would enable ministers of environment and other high-level representatives to 
discuss salient issues relevant to the theme of the session, “Strengthening actions for nature to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals”. It was to be hoped that the substantive agenda items could be 
discussed at a resumed in-person meeting to be held in 2022.  

6. In his statement, Mr. Rotevatn said that owing to the unprecedented times, the world was 
adapting to new ways of doing things, including the convening of the current meeting online. The 
participation of 151 Member States in the meeting was a testament to the importance attached to 
environmental issues. With 2022 marking 50 years since the creation of UNEP, the Environment 
Assembly at its current meeting would launch the celebration of “UNEP@50”, which provided an 
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opportunity to look back with pride at what had been achieved as inspiration for the global 
environmental agenda for the future. The real challenge ahead was to get back on track after the 
pandemic to fulfil the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. That called for a transformed 
relationship with the planet and a higher scale of impact, potentially achievable through the co-benefits 
of action to address climate change in a way that also protected biodiversity or reduced pollution. 
Member States had to respond together, each doing its part. The United Nations was built on hope and 
solidarity, as was the Environment Assembly, and it was to be hoped that the fifth session would 
inspire real action. In closing, he acknowledged the hard work and cooperation of the Bureau, the 
Committee of Permanent Representatives and the secretariat in preparing for the session, which, he 
said, exemplified the spirit of the United Nations.  

7. In her opening statement, Ms. Andersen highlighted the inextricable linkages between the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the three continuing planetary crises: the climate crisis, the nature and 
biodiversity crisis, and the pollution and waste crisis, which, she noted, were of humankind’s own 
making. Drawing attention to the UNEP report, Making Peace with Nature: A scientific blueprint to 
tackle the climate, biodiversity and pollution emergencies, recently launched by the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, which provided a comprehensive breakdown of the immediate peril facing 
planet Earth and the scientific underpinnings for the UNEP medium-term strategy for the period  
2022–2025, she said that much had been achieved in the 50 years since the creation of UNEP in 
understanding the causes of and solutions to the environmental crises. The issues were widely known, 
and much effective action had been taken to remedy them, including through the multilateral 
environmental agreements. Nevertheless, the situation was continuing to worsen, requiring a drastic 
change in response, namely a radical transformation of behaviour by the whole of society in order to 
create the environmental conditions that were needed to enable present and future generations of 
humankind to thrive. As the world’s leading environmental authority, the United Nations Environment 
Assembly was responsible for driving that change towards an era of action. Thanking Member States 
for supporting UNEP through increased contributions to its core fund, she said that the adoption of the 
medium-term strategy for 2022–2025 and the programme of work and budget for the biennium  
2022–2023 at the present online meeting of the fifth session would ensure that the organization could 
work harder, faster and with greater impact. She urged representatives to continue their fight for the 
environment, addressing the existential challenge that was facing humanity.  

8. In her statement, Ms. Ali said that the present online meeting set an example across the 
United Nations system, showing that intergovernmental work could take place in a virtual format, but 
also made the meeting accessible to more people around the world. Considering the unprecedented 
times, she urged the Bureau and the Secretariat to prepare a sound alternative plan for an online 
second part of the fifth session of the Assembly planned for 2022, in case it were needed. She urged 
Member States and the secretariat to ensure that intergovernmental processes become more resilient so 
that real progress could be achieved independent of circumstances. 

9. She drew attention to a five-day virtual Youth Environment Assembly that had been held in 
February 2021, bringing together young people from over 170 countries, representatives of several 
United Nations entities, Member States and other institutions on the topic of co-leadership by young 
people. She stressed that meaningful youth engagement had to be rights-based and equitable. It was 
necessary to provide designated spaces for young people to self-organize and engage in the 
United Nations. During the Youth Environment Assembly, chemicals and waste youth platforms had 
been launched in cooperation with the secretariat of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 
Management, the Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions and the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury, and work had begun on the science, policy and business forum youth 
working group. More needed to be done, however, to ensure the involvement of children and youth 
and to cater to their needs of additional capacity building and new open forms of working and 
cooperation.  

10. Mr. Hwang congratulated the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Executive 
Director of UNEP on the launch of the synthesis report, Making Peace with Nature: A scientific 
blueprint to tackle the climate, biodiversity and pollution emergencies, which showed that the solution 
to the three environmental crises had to be a collective one. The children and youth major group also 
considered that the solution needed to be intergenerational. Highlighting a key message from the 
report, Mr. Hwang said that the economic and financial systems that were relied upon to shape policy 
were no longer fit for purpose, and conventional analyses of economic development did not take into 
account the loss to future generations that would be caused by climate change, biodiversity loss and 
pollution. He called for that to be rectified and that loss to be included in communications by UNEP. 
Another key message was that advanced science-policy processes were essential for meeting 
climate-related targets. In closing, he called on Member States to establish a trust fund on youth 
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engagement to be administered together with the youth constituency and to adopt a resolution on youth 
engagement at the resumed in-person meeting of the fifth session of the Environment Assembly. 

11. Expressing his appreciation to the Government of Kenya for hosting the fifth session of the 
Environment Assembly and for serving as the host country of UNEP headquarters, Mr. Bozkir drew 
attention to the tragic irony of the linkage between a scaled-down fifth session of the Environment 
Assembly and humanity’s continued encroachment on the natural world. It was to be hoped that the 
emergency linked to the COVID-19 pandemic would be brought under control, but further such crises, 
including those linked to highly contagious zoonotic diseases, were quite possible in the years to 
come. The warnings on the threat of environmental challenges abounded: at the present level of use 
and exploitation, humankind would require 1.6 Earths to maintain current living standards; extinction 
rates were around 100 to 1,000 times higher than the baseline rate and were increasing; the average 
temperature had risen 1.18 degrees Celsius, with 2016 and 2020 tied as the warmest years on record; 
and land degradation had reached 24 per cent of global land. As the recovery from the pandemic 
unlocked unparalleled resources, and with public and political will at an all-time high, the time was 
ripe to pursue true, transformational change in responding to the existential threat posed by the many 
pressing demands on a planet whose capacity could not meet the needs of its citizens. In that regard, 
the General Assembly would support each of the upcoming three Conference of the Parties-level 
environmental events relating to biodiversity, land degradation and drought, and climate, including by 
building political support through a series of high-level meetings. Emphasizing the urgency of action 
and the importance of building global consensus on environmental issues, he urged Member States, 
using the Sustainable Development Goals as a compass, to turn the tragedy of the pandemic into an 
opportunity to build a world that was more resilient, more equitable and more sustainable. 

12. In his opening remarks, the Secretary-General of the United Nations noted that the 
Environment Assembly was meeting at a time of global crisis and fragility as the COVID-19 pandemic 
continued to cause turmoil worldwide, with millions of people being pushed into poverty, and with 
women bearing the heaviest burden. Inequalities among people and countries continued to grow in the 
face of a triple environmental emergency – climate disruption, appalling biodiversity decline and a 
pollution epidemic that was cutting short some 9 million lives a year. Emphasizing the importance of a 
healthy planet for sustainable development and of nature-based solutions for improving human  
well-being and prosperity, and noting that 2021 was a critical year to reset humankind’s relationship 
with nature, he said that the important intergovernmental meetings to be held over the coming months 
all presented opportunities to increase ambition and action. Drawing attention to the ozone treaties as 
examples of the potential of concerted multilateral action, he highlighted commitments required in the 
coming months that would be key in transforming humankind’s relationship with nature, including 
agreement on more ambitious nationally determined contributions and 2030 targets that were 
consistent with carbon neutrality by 2050; clarity by countries on how to reverse species and 
ecosystem loss, with concrete targets and means of implementation; a strong post-2020 framework for 
the sound management of chemicals and waste; intense efforts to prevent the decline of the oceans by 
ending unsustainable fishing practices, expanding marine protected areas and drastically reducing 
maritime pollution, including plastic. Those commitments must be underpinned with clear and 
credible plans. In closing, he pledged to facilitate participation by all countries in online negotiations, 
noting that he had directed United Nations officials around the world to make offices and venues 
available to that end. Wishing representatives a productive meeting, he stressed that, to a large degree, 
the viability of humanity depended on the efforts of the Environment Assembly, urging that with 
leadership, determination and commitment to future generations, a healthy planet could be provided 
for all of humanity not just to survive, but to thrive. 

 II. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work (agenda item 2) 

 A. Adoption of the agenda 

13. The Environment Assembly adopted the following agenda for the session, on the basis of the 
provisional agenda (UNEP/EA.5/1/Rev.1). 

1. Opening of the session. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work. 

3. Credentials of representatives. 

4. Report of the Committee of Permanent Representatives. 

5. International environmental policy and governance issues. 
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6. Programme of work and budget and other administrative and budgetary issues. 

7. Stakeholder engagement. 

8. Contributions to the meetings of the high-level political forum on sustainable 
development and implementation of the environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. 

9. Commemoration of the creation of the United Nations Environment Programme by the 
United Nations Conference on the Human Environment held in Stockholm from 5 to 
16 June 1972. 

10. High-level segment. 

11. Provisional agenda and dates of the sixth session of the Environment Assembly. 

12. Adoption of the resolutions, decisions and outcome document of the session. 

13. Election of officers. 

14. Other matters.  

15. Adoption of the report of the session. 

16. Closure of the session.  

 B. Organization of work 

14. The Environment Assembly agreed that, in the light of the exceptional circumstances 
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, the Environment Assembly at the online meeting of its fifth 
session would undertake initial consideration of agenda items 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 12 and 15. The 
Environment Assembly would consider the remaining items on the agenda at the resumed in-person 
meeting of the fifth session, to be held in February 2022. 

15. The Assembly further agreed that two identical sessions of a leadership dialogue would be 
held on the afternoon of Monday, 22 February, and the morning of Tuesday, 23 February, 
respectively, on the theme of “Contribution of the environmental dimension of sustainable 
development to building a resilient and inclusive post-pandemic world”, in order to facilitate the 
participation of representatives from different time zones. A summary of the leadership dialogue is set 
out in annex [--] to the present proceedings. 

 C. Attendance 

16. The following [--] Member States were represented at the online meeting of the fifth session: 
[to be completed] 

17. The following non-Member States were represented: [to be completed] 

18. The following United Nations bodies, secretariat units and convention secretariats were 
represented: [to be completed] 

19. The following United Nations specialized agencies and related organizations were represented: 
[to be completed] 

20. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented: [to be completed] 

21. In addition, a number of non-governmental and civil society organizations were represented as 
observers. 

 D. General statements 

22. Following the opening of the online meeting of the fifth session, representatives of regional 
groups of Member States and representatives of Member States made general statements on the items 
on the agenda for the current session.  

 1. General statements by regional groups 

 (a) African States 

23. The representative of South Africa, introduced by the representative of Eritrea, made a 
statement on behalf of the African States. She reported on the outcome of the eighth special session of 
the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN), on the theme “Enhancing 
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environmental action for effective post-COVID-19 recovery in Africa”, at which ministers had 
discussed Africa’s engagement in the current session of the Environment Assembly. At the eighth 
special session of AMCEN, ministers had reaffirmed their commitment to conserving, protecting and 
enhancing the resilience of Africa’s environment and natural resources as part of the fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic. They had also considered, and since adopted, the African Green Stimulus 
Programme, aimed at addressing the devastating socioeconomic and environmental impacts of the 
pandemic in a sustainable manner, harnessing opportunities for Africa and mobilizing financial and 
technical resources to upscale and enhance the implementation of green economy and climate change 
initiatives. 

24. She welcomed the proposed mid-term strategy and programme of work and budget, while 
stressing the need for more coordinated and coherent regional delivery of the programme of work, 
including through the strengthening of UNEP in Nairobi. She expressed support for the decision to 
limit the online meeting of the fifth session to consideration of administrative and procedural matters, 
emphasizing that online negotiations of substantive matters should be avoided, given the challenges 
that some countries faced with the virtual meeting format. She acknowledged the importance of 
commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of UNEP and pledged the cooperation of the African States in 
the necessary preparations. Lastly, she said that the African States were in favour of the development 
of a consensual outcome message for the online meeting of the fifth session. 

 (b) Asia-Pacific States 

25. Speaking on behalf of the Asia-Pacific States, the representative of Oman reported on the 
outcomes of recent regional meetings. At the third session of the Forum of Ministers and Environment 
Authorities of Asia-Pacific, held in 2019, member States had emphasized the urgency of taking action 
to make Asia and the Pacific resource efficient and environmentally friendly through the adoption of 
sustainable consumption and production patterns. More recently, environment ministers from West 
Asia had met and agreed that the pandemic called for “build back better” policies and strategies 
supporting more innovative, more inclusive and greener socioeconomic development. The COVID-19 
pandemic had highlighted the need for international cooperation and multilateralism in building back 
better, such as in the sharing by Governments across the world of the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision to 
eliminate marine plastic litter by 2050.  

26. Healthy and diverse ecosystems provided a natural defence against climate change and acted 
as carbon sinks. In the Asia-Pacific region, Bhutan, Fiji, Japan, Korea, the Marshall Islands, New 
Zealand and Singapore were aiming for carbon neutrality by 2050, and China, by 2060. During the 
Saudi Arabia presidency of the Group of 20, three initiatives had been launched to accelerate coral reef 
conservation, land restoration and economic carbon circularity. Dust storms were also of concern, and 
the countries of the region were calling for the implementation of General Assembly resolution 70/195 
on combating sand and dust storms and requesting UNEP to take coordinated and prompt action to 
address the challenge. It was to be hoped that the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 
would inspire collaboration and support the implementation of restoration initiatives, and that an 
ambitious, realistic and balanced post-2020 global biodiversity framework would be adopted. The 
fourth session of the Forum of Ministers and Environment Authorities of Asia-Pacific and the first 
meeting of the West Asia Environment Forum, both planned for late 2021, would provide 
opportunities to discuss options for accelerated action and formulate regional input to the resumed  
in-person meeting of the fifth session of the Environment Assembly. 

 (c) Latin American and Caribbean States 

27. The representative of Argentina, speaking on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean 
States, said that the COVID-19 pandemic had challenged the entire United Nation multilateral system, 
but that UNEP had risen to the occasion, keeping up its work and delivering on its objectives. By 
participating in the online meeting of the fifth session, Member States were reaffirming their 
commitment to multilateralism and sustainable development, and confirming the role of UNEP as the 
leading global environmental authority, even though they acknowledged that a virtual meeting format 
created new imbalances. Under such circumstances, it was particularly important to respect the 
objectives, goals and principles set out in agreed language in the multilateral environmental 
agreements.  

28. Reporting on the twenty-second meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, held in early February 2021, he drew attention to the outcome document 
of that meeting, the Bridgetown Declaration, in which ministers had stressed the importance of 
multilateralism and strengthened international cooperation in developing pandemic recovery strategies 
centred on the environmental, social and economic dimensions of sustainability, while also reiterating 
the principles of the Rio Declaration, including the principle of common but differentiated 
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responsibilities. In closing, he said that the countries of the region considered it important to 
strengthen UNEP in Nairobi and to advance the review process, and hoped that good use would be 
made of the intersessional period prior to the resumed in-person meeting of the fifth session, with the 
transparent, inclusive and democratic participation of Member States, to prepare the substantive issues 
to be discussed. 

 (d) Group of 77 and China 

29. The representative of Malawi, speaking on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, said that the 
online meeting of the fifth session was taking place as the world attempted to overcome a pandemic 
that had reversed much of the development gains of the past decades. The Group of 77 and China 
Ministerial Declaration, adopted in November 2020, stated that eradicating poverty in all its forms and 
dimensions, including extreme poverty, remained the greatest global challenge and a prerequisite for 
sustainable development. Harmony with nature was required to achieve that goal, as well as all the 
other Sustainable Development Goals. The fifth session of the Environment Assembly was an 
opportunity to reflect on how to build back better and accelerate the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda. The challenges of online meetings in terms of participation, inclusivity, transparency, 
effectiveness and multilingualism were of concern, however, and digital tools should remain a 
complement to, rather than a substitute for, in-person meetings. She reiterated the importance of 
international cooperation and multilateral institutions, as well as the principal of common but 
differentiated responsibilities, in dealing with environmental challenges and building back better in the 
post-pandemic world. The Group of 77 and China were committed to strengthening actions for nature 
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, and supported the three decisions proposed for 
adoption at the online meeting of the fifth session and the development of a consensual outcome 
message for the session.  

 (e) European Union and its member States 

30. The representative of Portugal, speaking on behalf of the European Union and its member 
States, made a statement with which Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia and Ukraine were 
also aligned. He stressed the urgency for decisive action to address the pressing challenges faced by 
humankind, whose strength and resilience had been put to a test by the ongoing pandemic. The 
COVID-19 pandemic had also presented an opportunity to revisit the fundamental role of nature and 
the environment. The theme of the current session was timely, as nature and the pressing 
environmental and socioeconomic challenges, could not wait, with 2030 just around the corner. He 
welcomed the decisions proposed for adoption at the online meeting of the fifth session, notably on the 
medium-term strategy and the programme of work and budget, and expressed appreciation and support 
for the efforts of the President of the Environment Assembly to preserve a level of ambition that met 
the urgent need to address specific global challenges for the environment and human health, such as 
waste, chemicals, marine litter and plastics. While the upcoming meetings of the parties to the three 
Rio Conventions would provide opportunities for accelerated action, a global agreement on plastics 
was needed, and the hope was that the relevant negotiations could begin at the resumed in-person 
meeting of the fifth session of the Environment Assembly. The European Union’s determination and 
commitment was reflected in the European Green Deal and strategies on circular economy, climate 
neutrality, biodiversity, food systems and chemicals, but everyone had to join in a global transition to a 
climate-neutral, resource-efficient and circular economy, with a view to continued engagement in 
enhanced international cooperation and strengthened global environmental governance. The European 
Union and its member States looked forward to collaborating in the intersessional period leading up to 
the resumed in-person meeting of the fifth session, as well as a successful commemoration in 2022 of 
the achievements of UNEP over the past 50 years. 

 (f) Arab States 

31. The representative of Oman spoke on behalf of the Arab States [to be completed]. 

 2. General statements by representatives 

32. Following the regional group statements, various representatives took the floor. Several 
representatives highlighted the challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic had posed to the continuation 
of progress towards halting environmental degradation and achieving sustainable development, 
including owing to its economic consequences. They nevertheless stressed the importance of forging 
ahead with such initiatives in the face of ongoing degradation. In that regard, several representatives 
described the steps that their Governments had taken at the national, regional and international levels.  
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33. Two representatives said that sustainable development or the protection of natural resources 
and the environment had been enshrined in the constitution of their countries, one of which had used 
the Sustainable Development Goals as the framework for its national development strategy. Several 
representatives highlighted efforts related to the preservation of biodiversity and the restoration of 
ecosystems, such as the enactment of related domestic legislation and the development of a post-2020 
global biological diversity framework under the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

34. Several representatives said that their countries had made great strides in combating climate 
change through the adoption of initiatives to reduce greenhouse emissions, including through greater 
efficiency in the transportation and energy sectors, or to achieve a climate-neutral economy. One 
representative said that her country had established a national carbon monitoring centre as part of 
carbon sequestration efforts. 

35. Other national efforts described by representatives included the development of strategies 
related to persistent organic pollutants, mercury and hazardous wastes, including a ban on plastic 
carrier bags, and to the achievement of a green economy, focusing on waste management, the tourism 
sector and optimized use of energy resources.  

36. It was pointed out that the pandemic had forced into the spotlight the relationship between 
humans and the environment and the inadequacies of current approaches to consumption and 
production, but it had also provided an opportunity to change current development models. Although a 
great deal had been achieved by, and through, UNEP over the past 50 years, much more needed to be 
done. Looking ahead, two representatives underscored the need for ambitious goals to drive action. 
One also advocated the development of governance tools that set targets, the launch of negotiations on 
a global instrument on plastics, the establishment of a scientific panel on chemical waste and the 
drawing up of guidance to halt the harm caused by the exploitation of raw materials.  

37. Several representatives stressed the need for concerted efforts, at different levels, across 
sectors and among developed and developing countries, to address the environmental challenges 
facing humanity. Several representatives called for greater financial, technical and capacity-building 
support for developing countries, both in implementing environment-related programmes and to 
enable them to build more resilient, inclusive economies in the post-COVID era. 

38. Acknowledging the critical role of UNEP as the global environmental authority during the 
pandemic, one representative encouraged UNEP to continue to improve its platform for holding online 
meetings and to look into both online and hybrid meeting formats to advance work ahead of the 
resumed in-person meeting of the fifth session of the Assembly planned in 2022. 

 III. Credentials of representatives (agenda item 3) 
39. At the first plenary session of the online meeting of the fifth session of the Environment 
Assembly, the Chair of the Credentials Committee, Mr. Ado Lohmus (Estonia), reported that the 
Bureau had received and examined the credentials of Member States submitted in accordance with 
rules 16 and 17 of the rules of procedure of the Environment Assembly. As at 22 February 2021, a 
total of 151 Member States had submitted copies of formal credentials issued by the Head of State or 
Government or the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the Executive Director of UNEP. A total of 42 
Member States had not submitted any information regarding their representatives to the fifth session of 
the Environment Assembly. The Bureau recommended that the Assembly accept the credentials of the 
Member States.  

40. The Environment Assembly took note of the report of the Bureau on credentials. 

 IV. Report of the Committee of Permanent Representatives 
(agenda item 4) 
41. Mr. Fernando Coimbra, Permanent Representative of Brazil and Chair of the Committee of 
Permanent Representatives presented the report of the Committee of Permanent Representatives, 
including the outcomes of the fifth session of the Open-ended Committee of Permanent 
Representatives, held from 15 to 17 February 2021 (UNEP/EA.5/INF/2). 

42. Since the fourth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly, the Committee had 
convened eight regular meetings, dealing with a wide range of topics, such as follow-up to the 
outcomes of the fourth session, the process mandated by General Assembly resolution 73/333, 
preparations for an action plan to implement paragraph 88 of the outcome document of the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development entitled “The future we want”, preparations 
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for the commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the creation of UNEP, and presentations of 
UNEP flagship reports.  

43. The Committee had also convened one or twice a month, in the format of its subcommittee, 
and had twice held the annual subcommittee meeting, in October 2019 and October 2020, to 
undertake, review and oversee the implementation of the UNEP programme of work for the biennium 
2020–2021 and engage in consultations on the preparation of a new medium-term strategy for  
2022–2025 and a programme of work and budget for the biennium 2022–2023. The subcommittee had 
also discussed the review of its internal structures and working methods. 

44. At its fifth session, the Open-ended Committee had taken note of the official reports of the 
Executive Director of UNEP to the United Nations Environment Assembly at its fifth session and had 
agreed to recommend the adoption by the Assembly of three draft decisions: on the management of 
trust funds and earmarked contributions; the medium-term strategy for 2022–2025 and the programme 
of work and budget for the biennium 2022–2023; and the adjournment and resumption of the fifth 
session of the United Nations Environment Assembly.  

45. Following a briefing by the President of the fifth session of the Assembly, the Open-ended 
Committee had also taken note with appreciation of his intention to present a proposal for a consensual 
message to be endorsed by the Assembly at the online meeting of its fifth session, on the 
understanding that it would not constitute a negotiated outcome of the fifth session and would not set a 
precedent for future sessions.  

46. The Committee had held all its meetings online since the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic and none had been postponed or delayed. The holding of meetings online, however, had not 
been without its challenges, ranging from those stemming from the digital divide to those associated 
with ensuring multilingualism. That was why the bureaux of the Environment Assembly and of the 
Committee of Permanent Representatives had decided that the present online meeting of the fifth 
session should focus solely on urgent and administrative decisions and to postpone the preparation of 
substantive negotiated outcomes until in-person meetings were able to resume.  

47. Further information about the fifth session of the Open-Ended Committee of Permanent 
Representatives was available in the draft Chair’s summary (UNEP/OECPR/5/3).  

48. In closing, he thanked his fellow members of the Committee for their work, the secretariat for 
its support and the former Chair of the Committee of Permanent Representatives, Ms. Francisca 
Ashietey-Odunton, Permanent Representative of Ghana to UNEP, who had led the Committee until 
June 2019 for her diligent leadership. 

49. The Environment Assembly took note of the report of the Committee of Permanent 
Representatives. 

 V. International environmental policy and governance issues 
(agenda item 5) 
50. [to be completed] 

 VI. Programme of work and budget and other administrative and 
budgetary issues (agenda item 6) 
51. [to be completed] 

 VII. Stakeholder engagement (agenda item 7) 
52. [to be completed] 

 VIII. Contributions to the meetings of the high-level political forum on 
sustainable development and implementation of the environmental 
dimension of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
(agenda item 8) 
53. [to be completed] 
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 IX. Commemoration of the creation of the United Nations 
Environment Programme by the United Nations Conference on 
the Human Environment held in Stockholm from 5 to 
16 June 1972 (agenda item 9) 
54. [to be completed] 

 X. High-level segment (agenda item 10) 
55. [to be completed] 

 XI. Provisional agenda and dates of the sixth session of the 
Environment Assembly (agenda item 11) 
56. [to be completed] 

 XII. Adoption of the resolutions, decisions and outcome document of 
the session (agenda item 12) 
57. At the first plenary session of the online meeting of the fifth session, the Environment 
Assembly adopted by consensus the following decisions, which are set out in annex [--] to the present 
proceedings: 

Decision  Title 

5/1 Management of trust funds and earmarked contributions 

5/2 Medium-term strategy for 2022–2025 and programme of work and budget for 
the biennium 2022–2023 

5/3 Adjournment and resumption of the fifth session of the United Nations 
Environment Assembly 

 XIII. Election of officers (agenda item 13) 
58. [to be completed] 

 XIV. Other matters (agenda item 14) 
59. [to be completed] 

 XV. Adoption of the report of the session (agenda item 15) 
60. [to be completed] 

 XVI. Closure of the session (agenda item 16) 
61. [to be completed] 

 

     
 


