
 
 

Decision 5/3. Adjournment and resumption of the fifth session of 

the United Nations Environment Assembly 

The United Nations Environment Assembly, 

Recalling decision 4/2 of the United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations 

Environment Programme, entitled “Provisional agenda, date and venue of the fifth session of the 

United Nations Environment Assembly”, by which the Environment Assembly decided to hold the 

fifth session of the Assembly at its headquarters in Nairobi from 22 to 26 February 2021, 

Recalling also the theme of the fifth session of the Environment Assembly, namely 

“Strengthening actions for nature to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals”, 

Conscious of the fact that the restrictions related to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 

pandemic have not allowed for representatives of Member States and stakeholders to meet in 

person at the online meeting of its fifth session, in February 2021, 

Deeply committed to fulfilling the mandate of the Environment Assembly as the highest- 

level decision-making body of the United Nations on the environment, 

Reaffirming that the Committee of Permanent Representatives is the subsidiary, 

intersessional and open-ended body of the governing body of the United Nations Environment 

Programme, and also reaffirming its mandate and functions as set out in Governing Council 

decisions 19/32 and 27/2, 

1. Decides to adjourn the fifth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly, and 

to resume the session by convening at its headquarters in Nairobi from 28 February to 2 March 2022 

to conclude the consideration of its agenda; 

2. Decides that the Open-ended Committee of Permanent Representatives will resume its 

fifth session from 21 to 25 February 2022, and requests the Committee of Permanent Representatives 

to decide on the format and agenda of that meeting; 

3. Calls upon Member States, with the support of the secretariat as appropriate, to 

continue joint efforts to strengthen actions for nature to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, 

and to follow up on relevant mandates emanating from the outcomes of previous sessions of the 

United Nations Environment Assembly; 

4. Takes note of the reports of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment 

Programme submitted to the United Nations Environment Assembly at its fifth session on progress 

achieved in the implementation of resolutions of the Assembly, as listed in the annex to the present 

decision, and decides to review those reports at the eighth annual subcommittee meeting in 2021 and 

defer taking action thereon until the resumed meeting of the fifth session of the Environment 

Assembly in February and March 2022; 

5. Decides that the United Nations Environment Assembly shall, at the resumed meeting 

of its fifth session, finalize implementation of the mandate entrusted to it by General Assembly 

resolution 73/333 of 30 August 2019 to prepare a political declaration for a United Nations high-level 

meeting and invites the General Assembly to consider the appropriate event for the adoption of such a 

declaration, including the option of adopting it as one of the outcomes of the special session of the 

Environment Assembly to be held to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the creation of the 

United Nations Environment Programme, taking into account the result of further consultations on the 

follow-up to General Assembly resolution 73/333; 

6. Also decides that the Committee of Permanent Representatives, in accordance with its 

mandate, shall continue to review the implementation of resolutions adopted by the Environment 
Assembly; 

7. Recommends that the Committee of Permanent Representatives, at its 154th meeting, 

consider, in view of systemic problems and in a comprehensive manner, the cycle of the term of office 

of the Bureau of the Committee of Permanent Representatives in relation to that of the Bureau of the 

Environment Assembly; 

8. Decides that the resumed meeting of the fifth session of the Environment Assembly 

shall consist of plenary meetings, a sessional committee of the whole and a high-level segment, 

including leadership dialogues and a multi-stakeholder dialogue; 



 
 

9. Strongly encourages Member States, without prejudice to the rules of procedure, in 

particular rule 44, to submit draft resolutions for consideration by the Environment Assembly at the 

resumed meeting of the fifth session at an early stage, preferably at least eight weeks in advance of the 

resumed meeting of the fifth session of the Open-ended Committee of Permanent Representatives, to 

allow for a productive period between the online and resumed meetings of the fifth session of the 

Environment Assembly, taking into account the limited time and resources available for the 

negotiation of such draft resolutions; 

 

Commemoration of the creation of the United Nations Environment 

Programme by the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, 

held in Stockholm from 5 to 16 June 1972 

10. Decides to convene a special session of the United Nations Environment Assembly to 

commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the United Nations Environment 

Programme, to be held in Nairobi for two days, on 3 and 4 March 2022, in conjunction with the 

resumed fifth session of the Environment Assembly, under the leadership of the Presidency and the 

Bureau of the sixth session of the Environment Assembly. 



 
 

Annex to decision 5/3: Reports of the Executive Director of the 

United Nations Environment Programme submitted United Nations 

Environment Assembly at its fifth session on progress achieved in the 

implementation of resolutions of the Assembly 

UNEP/EA.5/4: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/1 on innovative pathways to achieve 

sustainable consumption and production 

UNEP/EA.5/5: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/2 on promotion of sustainable and 

innovative solutions for curbing food loss and waste 

UNEP/EA.5/6: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/4 on addressing environmental 

challenges through sustainable business practices 

UNEP/EA.5/7: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/5 on sustainable infrastructure 

UNEP/EA.5/8: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/6 on marine litter and microplastics 

UNEP/EA.5/9: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/8 on sound management of chemicals 

and waste 

UNEP/EA.5/10: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/10 on innovation on biodiversity and 

land degradation 

UNEP/EA.5/11: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/15 on innovations in sustainable 

rangelands and pastoralism 

UNEP/EA.5/12: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/17 on the promotion of gender 

equality and the human rights and empowerment of women and girls in environmental governance 

UNEP/EA.5/13: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/18 on the poverty-environment nexus 

UNEP/EA.5/14: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/19 on mineral resource governance 

UNEP/EA.5/15: Availability of adequate funding to support implementation of the fifth Programme 

for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law pursuant to resolution 4/20 

UNEP/EA.5/16: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/22 on implementation and follow-up 

of United Nations Environment Assembly resolutions 

UNEP/EA.5/17: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/23 on keeping the world environment 

under review: enhancing the United Nations Environment Programme science-policy interface and 

endorsement of the Global Environment Outlook 

UNEP/EA.5/18: Progress in the implementation of resolution 3/3 on contributions of the 

United Nations Environment Assembly to the high-level political forum on sustainable development 

UNEP/EA.5/19: Progress in the implementation of resolution 3/6 on managing soil pollution to 

achieve sustainable development 

UNEP/EA.5/20: Progress in the implementation of resolution 3/10 on addressing water pollution to 

protect and restore water-related ecosystems 

UNEP/EA.5/21: Progress in the implementation of resolution 2/14 on illegal trade in wildlife and wild 

products 

UNEP/EA.5/22: Progress in the implementation of resolution 4/1 on the programme of work and 

budget for the biennium 2020–2021, resolution 2/20 on the proposed medium-term strategy for 

2018–2021 and programme of work and budget for 2018–2019, and resolution 1/15 on the proposed 

programme of work and budget for the biennium 2016–2017 

UNEP/EA.5/23: Action plan for the implementation of paragraph 88 of the outcome document of the 

United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 

UNEP/EA.5/24: Providing options for the future of the Global Environment Outlook



 
 

 


