
Last Call for Climate Action
POLICYMAKERS CAN HELP CLOSE THE GAP

IMPACTS 
ON DROUGHT 
AND WILDFIRES 

2°C3°C4°C 1.5°C

Emissions Gap for 2030 

Why is 1.5°C important?
Impacts for 2100Hundreds of years 

from now

Adaptation Gap

2010 policies scenario
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IMPACTS 
ON NATURE

IMPACTS 
ON FOOD

Wheat, rice, maize 
and soybean 
production suffers

Agriculture yields 
fall rapidly

Local fish species 
go extinct 

High levels of 
food insecurity, 
development path 
reversed

IMPACTS 
ON COASTS

Rising sea levels 
displace 46 million 
people; sea level rise 
of 48cm

Fewer opportunities 
for infrastructure 
adaptation; sea level rise 
of 56cm

Near-complete 
melting of the 
Greenland ice sheet; 
sea level rise of 7+ 
meters

470-760 million 
people at risk; sea 
level rise of nearly 9 
meters

Possible adaptation 
to reduce risk

High emissions
scenario

Low emissions
scenario

Moderate
emissions
scenario

Possible adaptation 
to reduce risk

Possible adaptation 
to reduce risk
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level

Undetectable
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level

High climate 
risk level 

Very high 
climate 

risk level 

More frequent and 
extreme droughts

2 months 
average drought
41% more burned 
area in wildfires

10 months 
average drought
97% more burned area 
in wildfires

4 months 
average drought
62% more burned 
area in wildfires

Coral reefs would decline 
by 70-90 percent

Virtually all 
coral reef lost

Marine 
ecosystems 
may collapse

Half of all plant and 
animal species face 
local extinction

Sources: 
UNEP (2017, 2021) Emissions Gap Report, (2021) Adaptation Gap Report,
SEI (2021) Production Gap Report, IPCC (2021) Sixth Assessment Report.
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New pledges lower global greenhouse gas 
emissions in 2030 by 7.5% compared to prior 
pledges. To get on track to 2°C, a 30% reduction 
is needed, whereas a 55% reduction is needed to 
get on track to 1.5°C.


