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Ministerinl declsration for the fifth sesciou of the United Nations
Environment AssemblY

(strengtheningÂctionsforNaturetoAe hievethe$ustainableDevelopmentGoals"

lroposedprearJrbglarssction

ppl'ffeJhevÉorld'sMinistersfortheEnvironment,havegatheredatthe{ifthsessionofthcUnit

edNationspnvironmentAssembly,underexceptionalcircumstancescreatedbythçC0VID'
l gpandemictostreng[henactionsfornaturetoachievethe$ustainableDevelopmentCoals.

pp2Werecognizethaiahealfhynatureisprerequisiteandfoundationfbrsustainabledevelopme
ntinallitsdimensions,andthatwedependonnature,andthesolutionsitprovides,furourhealth,w
el lbein g,res il ience,economyandu ltimate lyourexistence.

pl2b_is We r.çgognize thatgggnçries âre at diflblg$t slarting poi@

e-nvir isiues-:"-W-e also recognize thpJ-developing cou.ntfies pe-ed predictable And
suffrcient financial.Aqtd !çchnical suppott [ç undç(ake a srnar! Eanqition to

ç-n v i ro n nrçnta lly flie! d lJ. p|pd ucti on an d c-olrstllpplj-on pallgr:s.

ar-l.d-ihe cr:mmon but differentiêted responsibilitiesgnd the countries' respectivg

çâpa_ç!1rg!

pP3Wenotewithprofoundconcerntheloss,degradâtionandfragmentationo&cosystemsan

dhabilatsforbiodiversity,afiectingbothlifeonlandandliËunderwater,duetomultipleandi
nterlinkedthreatssuchas desertifi çatiBtgnd land
degraqlgtiqlr.unsustainablenânagementofnatureanditsresources,unsusteinâblecon$unnp
f i&andproductionpatterns,clirnatechange,andpollutionandlitteringofivater,air,andsoil'

NUWWenotewithfurthergrayeconcernthatthe2020goalforthesoundmanagementofçhemic
alsandrvastehasnotbeenmetwithpollutionthusremainingathreatlonatureandourhealth.

l.iswlf'laeeholderdorrefereneeteosæom€sfrffiîËQPldÇlnsgowlSuggestiç-n of lafigtlage on tlLç Ç"Q*?6

outcomesj_

pP4Weareeneourageclbythestrengthol'înnovation"knorvledgebuilding,andinvestmentingr
eentechnolcgiese urrentlylakingplacervhichindicatethatsoluiionsexistorcanbef"ound.

a.Ld dlought arq f'slt rnost ksçubi.Lr:*rrtlrtprable peoplp,

Uùt-beirrg and socioecononric cler,e lopmenl pf thg enlire spciet). eqpecially fql thq



PP5 Wearedeeplyconcernedaboutthedevasfatingi mpactsoft heCOV ID'
lgpandemiconhumanlivesandheal{h,aswellasoneconomiesandsocieties,furtherthreatening
ourabilitytoachievethe2_O30AgendaforSustâinableDevelopmentandtheSustainableDevelo
pmentÇoalsandarearverethsfi,vefâcerecuningrisksoffururepandemicsifwemaintainthecurre
ntpstternsûfinteracti onwithnâture.

9P5-bis We note withgrave concern lhe jmp*ct of the Çp"yid:i9 pandemic. thaljeg.
ggn:idgahlygltereçl*the ds:-.çloping countriççl-ç-cpacities to address qlrellenges imposçd
by nr4ieir environmenlbj. issues. such as. intçrêlia..l.)-!.0.div*ersity degr.adalioli. çlimate

PP6Werecognizetheneedfortransformativeandsystemicchangesandcouldhavetheopportu
nitytoachievemorebypoliciesandinvestmentsthataddres$sÊveralenvironmentalchallenges
simultaneouslythroughinnovativeholisticapprcachesthaftrulyvaluenature .

?P6-bis"We also recognize that the pa*isination of develÊpiltgcountgies iq.the slobal
effart to taekle maiqf çnv.irpnmental issucsimpligs" the luçvision of adequate. suffiçient

ald pfed_iÊtablc rneaçs of implementatjon hy-developed çountries..-iA apegrdarlc-e rdll thq
frans:vorks .qn.d i nstruqrents in forcç"-in !iue-tu.idilbs-?030-agsnda.

PPTWereaff irm,asUNEPcelebratesthroughaSpecialSessionofuNEAJÛyearssinceitsestabl
ishme nt,itscontinuedgreatimportanceâsadvocaxefortheglobalenviron$rentandexpre$sours
upponforfu rth erstren gthen ingoflJN IP.

Prqposedoperativcsection

OPsWecornlnittosupportingagreenandustrecovery,withthegoalofrevttalizingoureconorni
esandl ivelihoods"contributetoj ïSt etrd çquitable t$l
prqduçtiort and cons$tption
pjllÎe]:lls.povsrtyeradication,bymainstreamingenvirofimentalconcemsiintoallpolieiesandto
olspromotingeci:nomicrecovery;makinguseofgreeneconomypathway,sthaternphasizeecos
ystemandknowledge-
baseclmanagernent,*tdbyreducinggreenhousegasemissionswhileadapti*rggglgfggecli
rnatechange. and b,v ada$li"rlg to fhç adyersq gffec!$ st clinB!ç"
change inl i n er.viththeParisAgree m ent.

OPgWeconrrnittoworkingacrosssectorsandlevelsofgovernme nttohalttheloss,degradation,a
ndfragmentationofecosystems,&cusingonareasofparticularimportanceforbiodiversity,thro
uglrsustainablelanduse,effectiveiymanagingprotectedareas,safeguardingespecialll'vulnera
blehabitats,typesofnatureandeco-
syste ms,ândaddressingitlegaldeforestationandwildlifetrade.rnining,andothercrimesthatha
vescrior.rs i nrpactsoritlteen virontttcttt.

Qlg.bjs Slq comfittLt ro fuf l-v implc$ sçlssJsd bv thsl6'h Urlil-e-d NaJ.ions*Ço$fereac

or Clirr:ratc Charrge (tlasgcv. Udted Kiggdpn. lL0ctober:l3.November ?021). by giving adequate
attentir:n and granti[ga balanced tïeatrnqtt of all aspects rç-lqting lo climate açtion. i$gluding lhe
mitigâtio"rr çf grçgnlrçUs.p-grs qrlrj5fipns..adai:têtiprt ts ûe pdverse impacts of climate cha:ge. Ioçs arld
darnqgg..c.U:$qte lin*ilce. tephqolog;v transfct qntl deve loprnent. canaçity buildi[g. ps- xell as tralsparenc)
r:f ætipn and stpSsr

0,.t
de ssrtihçation and. latd-:lsgrad.*llqn..dlaying on thq ppctices gld çrBeriçnççs of
c."quntrieç faci q g thçse "çbgj lenges.

NËlVWecommittopursueandjoin&lgvsnlpartnershipsacrossseclors,ândworkwithyouth,in
digenouspeoples,privatesectorandallofcivilsociety"todevelopactions{ratstrongthennature
andturnaroundthepersistentlynegativelongtermtrendfoftheenvironmdntdescribedby;in:lgl
s.lia.recentscientificreportsfromUnitedNationsËnvironmentProgramme(UNEP),thelnterg
overnmentalSciencePolicyPlatforrnonBiodiversityandEcosystemServices(IPBES)andthe
lntergovernmentalPane lonCi imateChange(lPCC).

OP lûWccornnrittorEthinkingourapprcachlotheuseandrnarrage menlof ratureandilsrescurc
es,toadvancesustainableconsumptionandproductionpafterns,includingthroughresourceeff
icierrcyandcirculareconomypolicyapproaches,andbyirrtegratingthepropervaluationo{iratu
reandth sasssssmentofnatu re*re I ated risksi npo I icyrn aking,



OP I I Wecommittopromoteandstrengthennature'
basedsotutionsbyaitivelyprotecting,sustainablymanaging,andrestoringdegradedecosy
stemsthatprovideuswith s$ffiçient and

ç{trio$foad,water,andçnergy,arehabitatsfbrbiodiversityandprovidecarbonstorageand
u*qr*utr6ion,climatechangeadaptalionanddisasteniskreduotion,forexamplenaturalfor
esc,wetlands,andmangroves,thusunderpinningoureffortstoachievetheSustainableDev
elopmentCoals.

OP l2Wecommittocooperâteâcrosssectorsandlevelsofgovernmenttotransformourfoodsyst
ems,inspiredb],theUNFood$ystemsSummitvisionûfsustainablefoodsl'51stxt,5atde liveren
hancedfoadsecurityandresilieneewhile cornbating clinate

ç.hpfgpfedilei{îgerâi*eien$,biodiversityloss. de$çrtifipatisn and land degra"dgtion* as rvell.

gs@,asanessentialsol uti ontoacce lerateactionsÔnlo

{ttqndâllthesustainableDçve lopmentGoals,andweundsrlinethe*eturâ'M€lggd9l$hiPofUN
[PintheSumm itfbllow-upprocesses.

Of tZ-his Yc coqml L

bab-ilgl$ AndgcçSyçlgn$ qgahg-t âll fg-Tr:rs qf thrp.Af,-by qnd-çrlaking êda.ptation measures

ro the negative impacts of climate chrinËte in accordanlgwith Afticls 7 of the Paris

Âg:re'qmçnt. and by fo-cusing on areas recognized-as "hct ;pots".

support to develosring cûuntries. espsûiallv those that are-extrern.ell' vïln-erâlle to the

adverse efTects of climatp changs. biodiversity loss. dçsçrtifiqatign. 'ss wçll as lp the

negative*inrpacls çf gll.fo$lt.s -9{ lancl. sea or air pqllulion.

Op l3Wewillpromotecotnprehensivelanduseplanningbackedupbyrobustnationalenforce
nentâsânffi{ehpglbp3toolforsustainnbledeve lopmentandhelpcreâteaconduciveb
usinessenvironlnentthatstinulatesinvestmentsinsustainableproductionsndvaluechains'

OP l4Wecommittasafeguardinglifeunderwater,andaclean,healtlty,andproductiveûceânca
pableofprovidingfood,livelihoods,andstoringcarbon,tlu'oughstrengtheningeffiortstosustai
nablymanageallÀuroceans,asv.ellasbysustainablyusingandprotectingoceans,se asandcoast

alecàsyste Às,whileactingtopreventpollution,andpreventmarinetemperatureriseandocean
acidification,bykeepingourufiortsiolit *withtheU:rjæ-d.ï';tratisfs epnveldea ilamg\York-

r:n Clinate Chargç *nd its Parisagreement'

Opl5Wemaintainourdedieationtoactinlinewiththeimplementationplantowardsapollution'
keeplanenopmtectnatureandhumanheahhfrornadverseimpactsfrornchemicalsandwaste"an
u

suppr)ftâna,nbitiousfiamprvorkfofthesoundrnanagemcntofuhemicalsandr"vastebeyond202Û.

ef-U:bbjug:quilit tç ltuilding qbalanced"intcrnatitlna]-certrp-g-talion lrarlxtrïork. !\'hich

çt:cenpg:se$ qûaldina-ted in ue4!.ryç-j$pqqls ûf pla$ti

OP l6[PlaceholderfiortextwithrefcrencetorecentdevelopmentsandoutcomesonMarinel"itter

l

OP I TWereaffirmthecontinuedneedtostrengthenaclionsfornatureandourcommitmenttowar
dstheUN DecadeonEcosyslemRestoration,andcallforanambitiousandtransfarrnationalpost-
?02ûglobalbiodiversityframeworkforadoptionalthe l5rrConferenceoffartiesoftheUNConv
entiononBiologicalDiversitylhat interalia.includesasetofilearandrobustgoalsandtargetstoa
ddressthedirectandindirectdriversolbiodiversityloss,asakeyinstrumenttoreachthe-
re !atcdsustainableFevelopmentCoals.

OP lsWesallfbrtheadequateandcohcrentimplementationoftheaction$,eomrnitmentsândr
esolurionsadoptedbythefifthUnitedNationsEnvironmentAssemblyaswellaspreviousUN
EAoutcomes,andfufiherrecognizeourrole,asMinistersoÊlreEnvironrnent,infollowingupo
nthesesnnnrilrnentswithinourowngoverîments,colrtributingtoconrdinatedactionacrçrsss
ectorsand leve lsr:fgovernmentandprotnolingetlecl iveirnplementation.



oP l gWerEcognizethafiheeffectiveimplementalionoflheseactiottsreqrliresenablingandcoh
erentpolicy{iameworksatalllevels'goodgov€manceandlawenforcernentatalllevels'tobesup
portedbyeffectivemEansoîmpn*Jntutùnfromallsourcesofftnance,includingdomestic'int
ernational,pri""teuectoranJiJnovativesourcesinlinewi&theAddisAbabaActionÂgenda'as
wel I asfurthercapac i tY-
building,environmentallysoundtechnologies.cledicateddevelopmentpartnerships'ândarene
wedandstrongcornmitmenttomu lti I ateral ism'


