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Ministerial declaration for the fifth session of the United Nations
Environment Assembly

“StrengtheningActionsforNaturetoAchievetheSustainableDevelopmentGoals”

Proposedpreambularsection

PP1 We,theworld’sMinistersfortheEnvironment,havegatheredattheﬁﬁhsessionoﬂheUnit
edNationsEnvironmentAssembly,underexceptionalcircumstancescreatedbythe COVID-
1 9pandemictostrengthenactionsfomaturetoachievetheSustainableDevelopmentGoa!s.

PPZWerecognizethatahea!thynatureisprerequisiteandfoundationforsustainabledeveiopme
ntinallitsdimensions,andthatwedependonnature,andthesolutionsitprovides, forourhealth,w
ellbeing,resilience,economyandultimatelyourexistence.

PP2-bis We recognize that countries are at different starting points in addressing major
environmental issues; We also recognize that developing countries need predictable and
sufficient financial and technical support to undertake a smart transition to
environmentally friendly production and consumption patterns.

PP2-ter We recognize that a comprehensive action to face major environmental issues
requires consensual and concerted action, taking into account the principles of equity.
and the common but differentiated responsibilities and the countries’ respective

capacities.

PP3Wenotewithprofoundconcermheloss,degrad'ationandfragmentationofecosystemsan
dhabitatsforbiodiversity,affectingbothlifeonlandandlifeunderwater,duetomultipleandi
nterlinkedthreatssuchas_desertification and land
degradation.unsustainablemanagementofnatureanditsresources,unsustainableconsump
tionandproductionpattems,climatechange,andpollutionand1itteringofwater,air,andsoil.

PP3-bis We recognize that desertification/land degradation and drought undermine

health, development and prosperity in all regions and acknowledging that dryland
ecosvstems are areas of special focus.

PP3-ter We are deeply concerned that the impacts of desertification/land degradation
and drought are felt most keenlv by vulnerable people.

PP3-quarter We recognize that achieving land degradation neutrality has the potential
1o act as an accelerator for achieving a number of the Sustainable Development Goals:
we further recognize that practices which conserve and restore land and soil affected by
desertification/land deeradation, drought and floods, contribute towards achieving land
degradation neutrality and can also have long-term multiple benefits for the health,
well-being and socioeconomic development of the entire society, especially for the
livelihoods of the rural poor.

NEW Wenotewithfurthergraveconcernthatthe2020goal forthesoundmanagementofchemic
alsandwastehasnotbeenmetwithpollutionthusremainingathreattonatureandourhealth.

NEW{PlaecholderforreferencetooutcomesfromCOP26Glasgow]Suggestion of language on the COP-26

outecomes: .

We note with appreciation the outcome of the 26" United Nations Climate Change Conference, held in
Glaseow. from October 31* to November 12", 2021, which reflects a delicate balance between positions.
interests and concerns of all Parties to the Paris Agreement, as well as of several relevant stakeholders.

PP4Weareencouragedbythestrengthofinnovation knowledgebuilding,andinvestmentingr
eentechnologiescurrentlytakingplacewhichindicatethatsolutionsexistorcanbefound.




PP5WearedeeplyconcernedaboutthedevastatingimpactsoftheCOVID-

1 9pandemiconhumanlivesandhealth,aswelIasoneconomiesandsocieties,furtherthreatening
ourabilitytoachievethe2030AgendaforSustainableDevelopmentandtheSustainableDevelo
pmentGoalsandareawarethatwefacerecurringrisksoffuturepandemicsifwemaintainthecurre
ntpatternsofinteractionwithnature.

PP5-bis We note with grave concern the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, that has

considerably altered the developing countries’ capacities to address challenges imposed

by major environmental issues. such as, inter alia, biodiversity degradation. climate
change, desertification and land degradation, as well as pollution.

PP6Werecognizetheneedfortransformativeandsystemicchangesandcouldhavetheopportu
nitytoachievemorebypoliciesandinvestmentsthataddressseveralenvironmentalchallenges
simultaneouslythroughinnovativeholisticapproachesthattrulyvaluenature.

PP6-bis We also recognize that icipation of developing countries i lobal
effort to tackle major environmental issuesimplies the provision of adequate, sufficient
and predictable means of implementation bv developed countries, in accordance with the
frameworks and instruments in force, in line with the 2030 agenda.

PP7Wereaffirm,asUNEPcelebratesthroughaSpecialSessionofUNEA 30yearssinceitsestabl
ishment,itscontinuedgreatimportanceasadvocatefortheglobalenvironmentandexpressours
upportforfurtherstrengtheningofUNEP.

Proposedoperativesection

OP8Wecommittosupportingagreenandjustrecovery,withthegoalofrevitalizingoureconomi
esandlivelihoods,contributeto just and equitable transition to environmentally friendly
production and consumption
patterns,povertyeradication,bymainstreamingenvironmentalconcernsintoallpoliciesandto
olspromotingeconomicrecovery;makinguseofgreeneconomypathwaysthatemphasizeecos
ystemandknowledge-
basedmanagement,andbyreducinggreenhousegasemissionswhileadaptingcombatingtecli
matechange, and by adapting to the adverse effects of climate
changeinlinewiththeParisAgreement.

OP9Wecommittoworkingacrosssectorsandlevelsofgovernmenttohalttheloss,degradation,a
ndfragmentationofecosystems,focusingonareasofparticularimportanceforbiodiversity,thro
ughsustainablelanduse effectivelymanagingprotectedareas,safeguardingespeciallyvulnera
blehabitats,typesofnatureandeco-
systems,andaddressingillegaldeforestationandwildlifetrade mining,andothercrimesthatha
veseriousimpactsontheenvironment.

OP9-bis We commit to fully implementing the decisions adopted by the26™ United Nations Conference
on Climate Change (Glasgow, United Kingdom. 3] October-12 November 2021). by giving adequate
attention and granting a balanced treatment of all aspects relating to climate action, including the
mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions. adaptation to the adverse impacts of climate change. loss and
damage. climate finance, technology transfer and development. capacity building. as well as transparency
of action and support.

0PY-ter We commit to undertake necessarv actions and measures to combat
desertification and land degradation, drawing on the practices and experiences of
countries facing these challenges.

NEW Wecommittopursueandjointelevantpartnershipsacrosssectors,andworkwithyouth,in
digenouspeoples,privatesectorandallofcivilsociety,todevelopactionsthatstrengthennature
andturnaroundthepersistentlynegativelongtermtrendfortheenvironmentdescribedby, inter
alia.recentscientificreportsfromUnitedNationsEnvironmentProgramme(UNEP),thelnterg
overnmentalSciencePolicyPlatformonBiodiversityandEcosystemServices(IPBES)andthe
IntergovernmentalPanelonClimateChange(IPCC).

OP10Wecommittorethinkingourapproachtotheuseandmanagementofnatureanditsresourc
¢s,toadvancesustainableconsumptionandproductionpatterns,includingthroughresourceeff
iciencyandcirculareconomypolicyapproaches,andbyintegratingthepropervaluationofnatu
reandtheassessmentofnature-relatedrisksinpolicymaking.




OP11Wecommittopromoteandstrengthennature-
basedsolutionsbyactivelyprotecting,sustainablymanagi ng,andrestoringdegradedecosy
stemsthatprovideuswith sufficient and
nutriousfood,water,andenergy,arehabitatsforbiodiversityandprovidecarbonstorageand
sequestration,climatechangeadaptationanddisasterriskreduction,forexamplenaturalfor
ests,wetlands,andmangroves, thusunderpinningoureffortstoachievetheSustainableDev
elopmentGoals.

OP12Wecommittocooperateacrosssectorsandlevelsofgovernmenttotransformourfoodsyst
ems, inspiredbytheUNFoodSystemsSummitvisionofsustainablefoodsystemsthatdeliveren
hancedfoodsecurityandresiliencewhile combating climate
changeredueingemissions,biodiversityloss, desertification and land degradation, as well
asendireshwaterusewater scarc:igy,asamessentialsolutiontoau:eleratea&::tionsem_o~
gt_tg}_cia}itheSustainableDeveiopmentGoals,andweunderlinetheaa@umkeleleadershigof‘UN
EPintheSummitfollow-upprocesses.

OP12-bis We commit to making efforts for the protection and the preservation of natural
habitats and ecosystems against all forms of threat, by undertaking adaptation measures
to the negative impacts of climate change in accordance with Article 7 of the Paris

Agreement, and by focusing on areas recognized as "bot spots”.

OP13We commit to provide adequate, sufficient and predictable financial and technical
support to developing countries, especially those that are extremely vulnerable to the
adverse effects of climate change. biodiversity loss. desertification, as well as to the
negative impacts of all forms of land. sea or air pollution,

OP13Wewil lpromotecamprehensivelanduseplanningbackedupbyrobustnationalenforce
mentasaninvatuableimportanttoolforsustainabledevelopmentandhelpcreateaconduciveb
usinessenvironmentthatstimulatesinvestmentsinsustainableproductionandvaluechains.

OP14Wecommittosafeguardinglifeunderwater,andaclean,healthy,andproductiveoceanca
pabieofprovidingfood,livelihoods,andstoringcarbon,throughstreng’theningeﬁortstosustai
nablymanagea]louroceans,aswellasbysustainablyusingandprotectingoceans,seasandcoast
a}ecosystems,whileactingtoprevempoliution,andpreventmarinetemperatureriseandocean
acidification,bykeepingoureffortsinlinewiththeUnited Nations Convention Framework
on Climate Charge and its Parisagreement.

OP15Wemaintainourdedicationtoactinlinewiththeimplementationplantowardsapollution-
freeplanettoprotectnatureandhumanhealthfromadverseimpacts fromchemicalsandwaste,an
d
suppommambitiousframeworkforthcsoundmanagemcmofchemicalsandwastcbeyond2020‘

OP15-bis We commit to building a balanced international cooperation framework, which
encompasses coordinated interventions to address the negative impacts of plastic waste,

OPI1 6[PlaceholderfortextwithreferencetorecentdevelopmemsandomcomesonMarineLitter

]

OP1 7Wereaffirmthecontinuedneedtostrengthenactionsfornatureandourcommitmenttowar
dstheUN DecadeonEcosystemRestoration,andca%iforanambitiousandtransformationalpost—
2020globalbiodiversityframeworkforadoptionatthel swConferenceofPartiesoftheUNConv
entiononBiologica)Diversitythat,interali&_includesasetofclearandrobustgoalsandtargetstoa
ddressthedirectandindirectdriversofbiodiversityloss,asakeyinstrumenttoreachthe_
relatedSustainableDevelopmentGoals.

OP18Wecallfortheadequateandcoherentimplementationoftheactions,commitmentsandr

esolutionsadoptedbytheﬁfthUnitedNationsEnvironmentAssemblyaswellaspreviousUN

EAoutcomes,andfurtherrecognizeourrole,asMinistersoftheEnvironment,infollowingupo
nthesecommitmentswithinourowngovernments,contributingtocoordinatedactionacrosss
ectorsandlevelsofgovernmentandpromotingeffectiveimplementation.




OP1 9Werecognizethattheeffectiveimplememationoftheseactionsrequiresenablingandcoh
erentpo]icyframeworksatalllevels,goodgovemanceandlawenforcemantatalllevels,tobesup
portedbyeffectivemeansoﬁmplementationfromallsourcesofﬂnance,includingdomestic,int
emationai,privatesectorandinnovativesourcesinlinewilhtheAddisAbabaActionAgenda,as
wellasfurthercapacity-
building,environmentallysoundtechnoiogies,dedicateddeveIopmempartnerships,andarene
wedandstrongcommitmenttomultilateralism.




