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This is Paradiseville, a
place worth fighting for.

Almost everyone I know
was born here and has
lived their entire lives here.

.
We are a farming community.
We grow everything we
consume. We try to take care
of our land as it has taken

)| care of us.

But Paradiseville never
needed taking care of
as much as it did that

summer.

 to be one of
my favorite
spots around




Is it me or
is it hotter

have been
gettin
hotter. Good
Athing we have
. the river.

et
') I

AT

eah. You're
gonna have to

think Iymighf
not be here
next summer
if I do go to
college next

)
2

A

T stuck BN %8

around to help
with the farm

Workin A
tractor, helping\&
harvest the
\ crops is prime
70 work for me,

—

It's an ideaq,

though. I could

help my dad if T
stick around.

Yeah, you're
not cut out for
college, Alex.
Dad seems to

Your dad's
y strong. He can
manage the
farm while you
%o to college.
1's probabl
what he wants

problem is

don't even
know what T
want to study A-
there.

o,

Other than him
no one knows the

§ farm and operates |i§

the equipment
better than

never know
what you \
could bring to
the table in a
few years.
We could
really help
A\ this town!
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™ The next day.

; a high
concentration
of possible
pollutants,
including...

" Oh? —— sl HPa;adisey\,/l”\lf/
| £ N ~ I , yean! e
O\r/'erheellL%r};ou . dlgd the same

esterday with X when I gradated.
Yhe oTherYkids, > : 4 Class of 2012,
i ; T used to love

coming here.

sorry if we
bothered you.
It was our
graduation
ceremony.
We came

happened? M
fr‘igﬁd said O)ll.l
were telling kids
it's dangerous to
go in the water.
Sounds like a
horror movie,
should we be
worried?

That's what
here to figure
out. T work for a
government agency
testing the water
for dangerous
chemicals. Would

Have there
been any weird
illnesses lately?
People you may

know?

Hmmm,
now that you
mention it...
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My dad'’s been
feeling kinda
woozy lately,
which is rare
for him.

And my friend
Claudia had to [
bury her dog
last month.

.

He’s worked
at the farm
since he was \ |
a kid. & |
Something it
drank agoar-enfly
poisoned it, but
they couldn’t
figure out how
or why. I't was

young.

The things
== we do on land can impact N
=117 the water, then the water
can impact us on land.
In this case, I suspect
illegal and harmful
pesticides have been
introduced...

are dying. People are =
etfing sick. i
‘\That's why T'm testing

the water.
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AbsoluTely.
We as humans
need to
understand we
are not apart
from nature.
We are part of
nature.

Cool, T willl
I'm Nora, by
the way. /]

Hanna.
Nice to meet
you. And thank
you. You're the
first one who's
offered to

These are new. \
T bet this is
what Hanna was
talking about.

Is T'rer'e
anything T
czm do?

y Hey,
Hanna?
Sorry to

¥ bother you

but I did
find some
hew
pesticide
in our
farm.

Sure,

Well, take
care of your
dad.

If you know
anything about a
new pesticide being
used in the farms, |\
give me a call. If
your dad's a
farmer, he'll know
for sure.

Dad's been
using the same
rand of pesticide
since forever,
but I can't find

it in here.

It's called
Pestrafix...
Yes, T'll ask

my dad
about it...

T can brin
you a sample
tomorrow...




Where did
you buy it?

)

Did you get
| a new brand of
pesticide?

Ah, yeah, got it ‘
about three months
ago. I't's much cheaper
than the old stuff. And

it works just as well.

Maybe even better.

I don't know.
Couple of months.
No need to worry
about it. I'm okay.

Is anyone
else buying
this stuff?

ey, honey.
Oh? What you )&
got there? A&

Oh, a man's
been selling
it downtown.
What's all
this about?

; Dad,
how long have
you had that

rash?

Yes.
Claudia’s farm
has it too. T

think almost
everyone's been
buying it since
that guy came.

What's going on,

Nora? Why
are you...

A friend is testing
the water by the river
and this new pesticide
might be contaminating
it. It's serious. Promise

me you won't use it

anymore.

All right.
I promise,
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It's called

“Pestrafix 7 g
Pesticide". == 7, et 51
< S y
4 G A 3 ‘-v!r‘ 8
B / Yeah that's
E definitely it. M
dad tried it ou
“a a couple of
\ months ago,
0 3 A maybe more. It
seems to work.
/ 1)
: !
\
Well, ——
according to = — S
Hanna, it could we'll ; S
be really make sure
dangerous. my dad
doesn't A I guess
use it e (G4 that explains
& ) L)
anymore. ~ your rash. { =W
S
% -
LY B VE\\ Z
b g SV =2
=3 \ = - J
S Q\. ) hSo
B s that's
\: 4 § why she
i 8y - Hanna - o
= didn't
e - want us - 5%
: goin - g
S / ] W into the e \ |
‘ > water? o
| e ot
‘ i And what
happened
] = to your
: . og.
. ~ .
According to
Hanna, that's
not nearly the Nora ' il

worst of it.

told us about
There she is!

the water. It

sounds - /,

dangerous. 7 Db ¢
) ”K/,
X = . —

$e

Hi, nice to
meet you
A properly.

4 It
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/ I need

dangerous.

fo test It's nota -
this too. - brand I'm = = Is
# Jnd familiar with, h h
W B = : so I want to \ £ L.ﬁfdw at
e make sure it I e d de g”"'
doesn't contain > " ek
chemicals that [ENEEEEEHE S = \ A
5 could be A Erertiitea g T
particularly /A8 s Pt
i harmful... Ko
/ to the i
% ) water and
N 7 anyone who 8
] 7/ comes into
. contact ’ X Possibly.
= \ with it. v
W — : | '
e . ~° e — =
= — — N oo =
Some of these chemicals -
—T ¥ may cause minor symptoms T <o 4
";_,T?Q\ like a rash or a burn at first. ="
=/ &= Kb s e
c Q?“‘ ® 5 - 29 =" === _ 4 T < TS
g e L 1> < \ L
e But also acute ——
y y ’ dizziness, sweating...
Or S N x
y ’/é .
< a A
: 2 -
% p.‘ % | Even birth
4 Yo s ¢ defects and
\ ] | cancer.
c° {7 ¢
The water 7 ¢ ~
might look clean A
f;‘om (l;\er'e but I've
ound it contains Sy
lots of harmful and i
even illegal N o
chemicals... \ = T tried!
i, Why e £
> 5 . didn't v
< 2 you tell —
¥, i - . 0 usl? "
= ./ including ‘ R—_ ,
== compounds e _ / That's ver
that could be - suspicious!
e, ‘ \ i Some Teste
N esticides. £ :
g e y but give me a few
i hours, but I have
Z _\@ : a feeling this is it.
. =N i ) If we catch him,
< . = ‘@ we could get the
e B Z wiil L2 auﬂlqor'éﬁesd
- —~  aRuni : I found S e involved and
; P2 2 —/ M7 out most farms @ shut down his
o around here have operation.
) H been buying this
o pesticide from “~ et's
. a man's van get Sounds @FNA
downtown. Riml fun. I]Im 2
- - ” in! ==
- F o R & \
N, Sounds 3 -4 ) i



Excuge me.
We're...

What

is ThaTd
suppose
to prrF\,ean?!

Hello young
man. You look
like you could

use some good,
cheap, powerful
pesticide.

what she
tried to
say.

T only do
business with
real farmers,

not
children.

like a bﬂd
guy, a
r'/}g/hf.

Aren't you a
little young to
be buying
pesticides?




Ah, my
| friend! Are you
o already out of
10\ \ N\ Pestrafix? Goo
— stuff, right?
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I can get you
your next batch Only in my
ofdpesficides on \_ van or my
a discount. You warehouse.
won't find this
\ stuff in stores.
Guaranteed!

You
won't find
this stuff
in stores.

It's over Y
for youl!




entrapment!
You'll hear
from my
lawyers!

what I call ‘M

teamworkl! /ﬂ

Well donel
Handling
dangerous
chemicals
is serious
business.

This situation ‘
will help enforce
Bl laws and raise

= \ N\ B
Z awareness in the ‘“' NoGr-E?%EIEQ(JId
community. \ I\  have a future
& doing this! '

\ || J ¥ A = (1) ?‘ i,

7 R &é&
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"You have
really

z
changed ~ ‘
thingshere

This

world needs

more people
who care, like

R you.
L3




PARADISEVILLE.
July 2030.

This is Paradiseville, a
7elace worth fighting

I was your
age! That's how Ry working to take
I realized I p care of this
wanted to learn W
Biochemistry to
\ help protect it.

Cool! So the
river is okay to
swim now?

e TERA
=
~

The water, and
this town...

have never
been cleaner.




Just like Nora in Paradiseville, people around the world are
hard at work to ensure a brighter, cleaner future for their
communities.

The UNEP Special Programme, also known as the Chemicals and Waste
Management Programme, is helping developing countries and countries with
economies in transition to achieve this future. The Special Programme helps
governments develop green, sustainable approaches to chemicals and waste
management.

Join Nora and her friends. Use #HealthyPlanet and share your ideas to create
a greener future with your community!

Apply for Funding

Support from the Special Programme is available for developing countries and
countries with economies in transition, with priority given to those with least
capacity. More information on how to submit an application to the Special
Programme is available on our website

www.unep.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/special-programme

The Special Programme is supported by generous contributions from the European
Union, Sweden, the United States of America, Norway, Germany, Finland, the
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Austria, Denmark, Switzerland and Belgium.

Support the Special Programme

Funding for the Special Programme is provided through voluntary
contributions. Governments, private sector entities including industry

and foundations, as well as non-governmental organizations and

other stakeholders that wish to make a contribution to the Special
Programme are welcome to contact the Special Programme Secretariat at
unepchemicalsspecialprogramme@un.org.

Learn more about how UNEP is working across the globe
to minimize the harmful effects of chemicals and waste on
human health and the environment.

www.unep.org
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