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Enhancing circular economy as a contribution to achieving sustainable
consumption and production

The United Nations Environment Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 4/1 on innovative pathways to achieve sustainable consumption and
production, which acknowledged that, along with other sustainable production and consumption
approaches, a more circular economy, in which products and materials are designed in such a way that
they can be reused, remanufactured, recycled or recovered and thus maintained in the economy for as
long as possible, along with the resources of which they are made, and the generation of waste,
especially hazardous waste, is avoided or minimized, and greenhouse gas emissions are prevented or
reduced, can contribute significantly to sustainable consumption and production,

Acknowledging that pursuing circular economy approaches as a pathway to achieving
sustainable consumption and production patterns can contribute to addressing climate change,
biodiversity loss, land degradation and the impact of water stress, pollution and the impact thereof on
human health, thus contributing to the achievement of related goals under the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and other internationally agreed environmental goals,

Taking note of the findings by the Platform for Accelerating the Circular Economy, presented
in the Circularity Gap Report 2020, that the global circularity gap is widening, compounded by linear
economy trends that are characterized by high rates of material resource extraction, ongoing stock
build-up and low levels of end-of-use processing and recycling,

Welcoming the analysis by the International Resource Panel in its report Global Resources
Outlook 2019: Natural Resources for the Future We Want? that policy considerations for a more
circular economy include establishing effective infrastructure for waste management and recycling,
incentivizing extended product life cycles and sustainable product design, reducing national regulatory
barriers to the development or adoption of value-retention processes, and acknowledging the
importance of sustainable material resource management,
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1 Circle Economy, The Circularity Gap Report 2020 (2020), available at
https://pacecircular.org/sites/default/files/2020-01/Circularity%20Gap%20Report%202020.pdf.

2 International Resource Panel, Global Resource Outlook 2019: Natural Resources for the Future We Want
(United Nations Environment Programme, 2019).
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Recognizing that international exchanges, shared experiences, capacity development, finance
and cooperation can help to implement circular economy approaches to achieve sustainable
consumption and production, and welcoming efforts to advance circular economy approaches, noting
in this context the establishment of regional and global initiatives,

Recognizing also that circular economy approaches require scaling up sustainable practices
along value chains and acknowledging that there are business models and best practices that embrace
circular economy approaches, technologies that improve resource management across sectors, and
“leapfrogging technologies” that generate economic savings and improve resource efficiency while
still driving development, notwithstanding the need for circular innovation,

Recognizing further the work undertaken under relevant international agreements, conventions,
organizations and forums, including those related to the sound management of chemicals and waste,

Welcoming the work conducted by the United Nations Environment Programme in its
Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles and the contribution made by the Partnership to a more
circular economy by addressing vehicle-associated emissions, pollution, chemicals and waste,

Recognizing the introduction or strengthening of regulations and standards by Member States
and regional groups to ensure roadworthiness, reduce the negative environmental and health-related
impact of used vehicles and promote clean fuels,

Recognizing also that circular economy approaches provide opportunities for more
resource-efficient, less resource-intensive consumption and production practices and environmentally
sound technologies and infrastructure, while at the same time supporting livelihoods,

Welcoming the extension by the General Assembly, in its resolution 76/202 of 17 December
2021, of the mandate of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and
Production Patterns to 2030, and taking note of the decision of the Board of the 10-Year Framework to
continue developing a new global strategy on sustainable consumption and production that will reflect
an ambitious and inclusive pathway for systemic and circular approaches and for multilateral and
multi-stakeholder cooperation,

Welcoming also the holding of the UNEP@50 meeting commemorating the fiftieth
anniversary of the establishment of the United Nations Environment Programme and the
Stockholm+50 international meeting commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment and its outcome documents,

Welcoming further the work of the International Resource Panel, including through its regular
Global Resources Outlook reports, in developing science-based options for achieving Sustainable
Development Goal 12 and related Sustainable Development Goals,

1. Invites Member States to integrate circular economy approaches into national and
regional strategies and action plans, including those related to relevant multilateral environmental
agreements, taking into account national circumstances and capacities;

2. Also invites Member States to take measures, in cooperation with the private sector, to
enhance the design of products, taking into account life-cycle assessments, to favour product lifetime
extension, repair, re-use and easier recycling in the context of a circular economy, to contribute to
resource efficiency;

3. Further invites Member States, relevant organizations and networks to cooperate in
sharing and discussing best practices regarding relevant product information along value chains in the
context of the circular economy, in line with domestic and international law;

4. Underlines the need for partnerships and invites Member States, the private sector,
non-governmental organizations, the scientific community, relevant international institutions and other
relevant stakeholders to promote and enhance circular economy approaches as well as business
models, innovations and investments to contribute to, among other things, the sustainable
management, use and consumption of natural resources and materials;

5. Invites Member States to engage, as appropriate and in line with national
circumstances and policies, with subnational, national and regional entities to strengthen policies, legal
and regulatory frameworks, such as those concerning sustainable public procurement, technological
innovation, extended producer responsibility, the materials life cycle and industrial symbiosis to
support the uptake of circular economy approaches, with a view to contributing to the achievement of
sustainable consumption and production;
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6. Encourages Member States to enhance knowledge management and to develop strong
advocacy, communication, outreach and awareness-raising mechanisms, platforms and campaigns; to
support education, research, innovation and development; to enhance capacity-building; to foster
public—private partnerships as appropriate; and to strengthen the sharing of information within and
across countries and regions concerning sustainable consumption and production approaches,
including the circular economy;

7. Invites Member States in a position to do so to improve the predictability of and
enhance access to support, such as sustainable finance from both public and private sources,
environmentally sound technologies for the uptake of circular economy and other approaches to
sustainable consumption and production, especially by micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises, in
particular in developing countries;

8. Recognizes the importance of inclusive multilateral and multi-stakeholder dialogues on
sustainable consumption and production, resource efficiency and the circular economy to promote
sustainable development;

9. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, in
consultation with Member States, members of specialized agencies and relevant stakeholders, to
continue to collect information and conduct further analysis on used vehicles and clean fuels, with a
view to reducing the negative environmental and health-related impact of used vehicles, including
end-of-life disposal, and promoting clean fuels, and to support Member States upon request;

10. Requests the Executive Director, in collaboration with other United Nations entities,
including the International Resource Panel, development partners and relevant international
multi-stakeholder networks, including the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable
Consumption and Production Patterns, to facilitate collaboration among Member States and members
of specialized agencies in research, capacity-building, knowledge management and the sharing of best
practices for the promotion of innovative pathways for sustainable consumption and production,
including the circular economy, and to facilitate a conversation on natural resources and materials in
the context of the circular economy;

11. Requests the Executive Director to report to the United Nations Environment
Assembly at its sixth session on the implementation of the present resolution.




