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Want to learn more about plastic 
pollution? Check out our interactive 
story, published in eight languages.

As part of World Environment Day 
celebrations, thousands of people joined 
clean-ups around the world, including at 
the Taj Mahal in India.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jun/05/the-planet-is-on-edge-of-a-global-plastic-calamity?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_WhatsApp
https://www.unenvironment.org/interactive/beat-plastic-pollution/
https://www.unenvironment.org/interactive/beat-plastic-pollution/


World Environment Day is 
the UN’s most important day 
for encouraging worldwide 
awareness and action for the 
protection of our environment. 
Since it began in 1974, it has 
grown to become a global 
platform for public outreach that 
is widely celebrated in hundreds 
of countries. 

In 2018, World Environment Day 
reached new heights. With India 
as host country, the world rallied 

around a movement to “Beat 
Plastic Pollution”. This simple yet 
ambitious call to action, inspired  
governments, institutions and 
civil society to take meaningful 
steps to combat one of the great 
environmental challenges of our 
time. The theme asked each of 
us to consider how we can make 
changes in our everyday lives 
to reduce the heavy burden of 
plastic pollution on our natural 
places, our wildlife and our own 
health.

By plugging into a long-building 
momentum to beat plastic 
pollution, World Environment 
Day served as a turning point 
to inspire innovators, activists 
and leaders worldwide to do 
more than just clean up existing 
plastics. The outcome of this 
historic and catalyzing moment 
is being recognized as the day 
the tide turned on single-use 
plastics. 
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“The choices that we make today will define our collective future. These 
choices may not be easy. But through awareness, technology and a 

genuine global partnership, I am sure we can make the right choices. Let 
us all join together to beat plastic pollution and make this planet a better 
place to live in.” 

Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi

“On World Environment Day, the message is simple: reject single-use 
plastics. Refuse what you can’t re-use. Together, we can chart a path 

to a cleaner, greener world.”

United Nations Secretary-General, António Guterres

“We have been terrible users of plastic and terrible managers of our 
plastic waste. But we can still change it. If we change our habits, we 

help product designers design innovative products that are better for our 
oceans and our future.”

Minister of the Environment of the Republic of Estonia/UN Environment Assembly President, 
Siim Kiisler

“Beating plastic pollution will preserve precious ecosystems, mitigate 
climate change, protect biodiversity and human health. Confronting this 

crisis of convenience is a fundamental battle that must be fought today as 
part of the broader struggle for a sustainable tomorrow.” 

UN Environment Executive Director, Erik Solheim

INTRODUCTION

http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentday/sgmessage.shtml
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jun/05/the-planet-is-on-edge-of-a-global-plastic-calamity?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_WhatsApp
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RIO+20 Summit
Governments agreed 
to significantly reduce 
marine litter by 2025

GPML
Launch of Global 
Partnership on Marine 
Litter

Launch of the Honolulu 
Strategy
A global framework for the 
prevention and reduction 
of marine litter

FEB 2018
It’s not me, it’s you.
The video “It’s not me, 
it’s you.”, released on 
Valentine’s Day 2018, 
reached new audiences 
with its novel take on the 
single-use plastics issue

JUN 2018 
World Environment Day 
Beat Plastic Pollution

This World Environment Day was the culmination of years of efforts by Member States to focus 
the world’s attention and galvanize action around plastic pollution. For decades, UN Environment 

and its Member States have been developing innovative science and forging consensus on the 
complex relationships between plastics, society and the environment.
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8 Regional action plans 

on marine litter in 
different regions
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The first United 
Nations Environment 
Assembly
Resolution (UNEA1/6) 
on marine plastic debris 
and microplastics

2nd Session of the 
United Nations 
Environment 
Assembly (UNEA 2/11)
Resolution on Marine 
plastic litter and 
microplastics
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Plastic pollution has been a rising topic of concern 
worldwide for more than two decades.

Adoption of the Global 
Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment from 
Land-based Activities

FEB 2017
Launch of the Clean Seas 
Campaign 
The Clean Seas campaign 
mobilizes governments, the 
private sector and citizens to 
change legislation, practices 
and behavior

AUG 2017	
UN Environment Assembly 
(UNEA-3/7)

Launch of the Beat Plastic 
Pollution Campaign	
Resolution on marine litter 
and microplastics20
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2005 
Marine Litter, 
an Analytical 
Overview.

2009 
Marine Litter: 
A Global 
Challenge.

2014 
Valuing Plastic.

2015 
Plastic in 
Cosmetics.

2015 
Biodegradable 
Plastics and 
Marine Litter.

2016 
Marine Plastic 
Debris and 
Microplastics.

2016 
Marine Litter 
Vital Graphics.

2018 
The State of 
Plastics. 

2016 Marine Litter Vital Graphics
http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/8348/-Marine%20Litter%2c%20an%20analytical%20overview-20053634.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://euroshore.com/sites/euroshore.com/files/documents/unep_marine_litter.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/rest/bitstreams/16290/retrieve
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/9664/-Plastic_in_cosmetics_Are_we_polluting_the_environment_through_our_personal_care_-2015Plas.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/7468/-Biodegradable_Plastics_and_Marine_Litter_Misconceptions,_concerns_and_impacts_on_marine_environments-2015BiodegradablePlasticsAndMarineLitter.pdf.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/rest/bitstreams/11700/retrieve
https://gridarendal-website-live.s3.amazonaws.com/production/documents/:s_document/11/original/MarineLitterVG.pdf?1488455779
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25513/state_plastics_WED.pdf?isAllowed=y&sequence=1
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World Environment Day is more 
than a day to commemorate: it’s a 
day to act. And this year, the world 
went big. World Environment Day 
saw action in hundreds of countries, 
mobilizing dozens of partners and 
connecting millions of supporters 
worldwide. India set the tone early 
by hosting nationwide launch events 
and mobilizing resources in nearly 

every state. From there, connected 
by a dynamic global communication 
campaign, UN Environment inspired 
and coordinated activities on every 
continent, shared stories of citizen 
action and innovative solutions, 
and engaged stakeholders and 
policymakers in this historic effort to 
beat plastic pollution.

AN ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT

More than 4,000 World 
Environment Day events 
took place worldwide. 
Here, a beach clean-up 
in Peru.

BBC News, The New York 
Times, The Daily Mail and 
Xinhua.

70 stories on our 

website

44 videos featuring 
influencers, celebrities 
and citizens

Live updates from India’s 
national campaign

Single-Use Plastics: A Roadmap 
for Sustainability

Developed in 
cooperation with the 
Indian Government 
and its Ministry of 
Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, UN 
Environment’s World 
Environment Day report 
offers a roadmap for 
policymakers worldwide.

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-44359614
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2018/06/04/world/africa/04reuters-environment-day-un.html
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2018/06/04/world/africa/04reuters-environment-day-un.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-5806033/Ban-plastic-bags-UN-seeks-cut-pollution-recycling-falls-short.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-06/06/c_137232936.htm
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25496/singleUsePlastic_sustainability.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://worldenvironmentday.global/en/news/backpack-ponchos-peru’s-solution-plastic-pollution
http://worldenvironmentday.global/en/news/backpack-ponchos-peru’s-solution-plastic-pollution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apznZNKD8t8&index=25&list=PLZ4sOGXTWw8EEYhPUnWsXIRyUidJ23hz2
https://web.unep.org/youngchampions/story/world-environment-day-behind-scenes-new-delhi
http://worldenvironmentday.global/en/news/backpack-ponchos-peru’s-solution-plastic-pollution
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25496/singleUsePlastic_sustainability.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25496/singleUsePlastic_sustainability.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25496/singleUsePlastic_sustainability.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


A GLOBAL LEADER

As host country, India wasted no 
time displaying its leadership and 
innovation on the world stage. 
Through months of planning and 
campaigning, Indian communities 
large and small led the global charge 
to beat plastic pollution through 
civic engagement and celebration. 
With support from an inspiring cross 
section of Indian society, ranging from 
cricket pitches to boardrooms, the 
world witnessed an unprecedented 
national commitment to this global 
cause, making June 5, 2018 the 
largest and most consequential World 
Environment Day ever.

Clean-ups took place across the 
country on 48 beaches and polluted 
riverbanks.

Over 6,000 people gathered at 
Versova Beach in Mumbai to join UN 
Environment Champion of the Earth, 
Afroz Shah, in the 136th week of his 
beach clean-up, collecting over 
90,000 kg of plastic.

Zero-waste marathons were carried out 
in six cities, with the participation of over 
15,000 students in the capital alone.

24,000 eco-clubs across India were 
engaged in painting and drawing 
competitions.

The Centre for Environment Education 
designed an educational toolkit in 
11 languages and organized 115 events 
across 24 states, reaching over 
38,000 school children, teachers, and 
other community stakeholders.

India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and UN 
Environment Executive 
Director Erik Solheim.

“India has demonstrated tremendous global leadership 
on climate change and the need to shift to a low-carbon 
economy, and will now help galvanize greater action on 
plastic pollution.” 
- Erik Solheim
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Zero-waste marathons were 
carried out in six Indian cities, 
with the participation of over 
15,000 
students in the capital alone.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/paper-/-wood-/-glass/-plastic/-marbles/paper-demand-to-grow-at-6-7-to-20-mn-tonnes-in-fy20-study/articleshow/64274977.cms


As global hosts to World Environment Day 2018, India put on a historic display, marked by 
unprecedented commitments and record engagement across the country.

One hundred of India’s historic monuments, 
including the iconic Taj Mahal, will become 
litter-free.

Indian Culture and Environment Minister Mahesh Sharma 
announced the formation of advisory committees for environmental 
protection of monuments.

Sadhguru, an Indian yogi, mystic and New York Times bestselling author, 
Dia Mirza and Erik Solheim debated on how to beat plastic pollution.

Indian actress, producer and 
Goodwill Ambassador Dia Mirza 
joined World Environment Day 
celebrations, and engaged more 
than 5 million people through her 
social networks.

World Environmental Day received an official 
anthem, courtesy of the Bhamla Foundation.

Tribal artists from various traditions collected plastic 
waste from their communities to create beautiful, 
thought-provoking tribal paintings and sculptures.

Erik Solheim participates in the largest beach clean-up 
in history at Versova Beach Clean-up in Mumbai, India.

Internationally acclaimed sand artist Sudarsan 
Pattnaik created the world’s ‘biggest’ sand 
turtle with plastic bottles at Odisha’s Puri beach. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nDbkfCt2t4
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/world-environment-day-sudarshan-pattnaik-creates-worlds-biggest-sand-turtle-with-plastic-bottles/articleshow/64453094.cms
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=176642
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/taj-mahal-takes-aim-plastic-pollution
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/govt-to-form-advisory-committees-for-environment-protection-of-monuments-across-india/articleshow/64439522.cms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2L7y7uu95Y
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With thousands of events 
organized by individuals 
around the globe, the call to 
#beatplasticpollution created a 
viral moment. Hailed as a “new Ice 
Bucket Challenge”, the hashtag 
trended on Twitter, Instagram, 
and Facebook, mobilizing 
thousands of people online. From 
everyday consumers to some 
of the most famous names in 
Hollywood and Bollywood, they 

pledged to stop using disposable 
plastic items.

The social media Tag Challenge, 
in which people were tagged 
and encouraged to make a 
commitment to replace their 
single-use plastic products 
with reusable alternatives, gave 
people a fun and engaging 
way to get involved and spread 
the message to Beat Plastic 

Pollution, one behavior change 
at a time. Supported by 20 UN 
Environment Ambassadors and 
at least 64 other celebrities and 
influencers — from Bollywood 
and Hollywood celebrities and 
prominent politicians to grassroots 
environmental activists, with a 
combined reach of 500 million 
people — the Tag Challenge was 
compared to the viral Ice Bucket 
Challenge within days of its launch.

A VIRAL CHALLENGE

L’Oreal replied to Nadya 
Hutagalung’s Tag video about 
their commitment to reduce 
their products’ environmental 
impact

Raisa, an Indonesian celebrity, 
received over 3 million views for 
her Tag video

O Boticário, a cosmetic company 
with 4,070 stores across 
the world, replied to Gisele 
Bündchen’s Tag video with a 
pledge to reuse plastic waste in 
their new stores

Tag Challenge with 
Schwarzenegger

Gisele Bündchen invited O 
Boticário to give up single-use 
plastic bags

Several Permanent Missions to 
the United Nations participated 
in the Tag Challenge, including 
Norway, Sweden, Rwanda and 
Costa RicaWorld Environment Day 2018: Alia 

Bhatt challenges Varun, Sonam and 
Arjun Kapoor to #BeatPlasticPollution.

https://www.ecowatch.com/beat-plastic-pollution-2573622594.html
https://twitter.com/giseleofficial/status/1003988388243001344
https://www.instagram.com/p/BjoaYpiAUgg/?hl=en&taken-by=nadyahutagalung
https://www.instagram.com/p/BjqHNbtj-tX/?hl=en&taken-by=oboticario
https://mobile.twitter.com/norwayun/status/1003623178885914624?s=21
https://www.instagram.com/p/BjZU8bTHZnF/?hl=en&taken-by=raisa6690
https://mobile.twitter.com/norwayun/status/1003623178885914624?s=21
https://mobile.twitter.com/SwedenUN/status/1003714737333522435
https://mobile.twitter.com/RwandaUN/status/1004073714038771712
https://mobile.twitter.com/CostaRicaONU/status/1004051744219979777
https://www.indiatvnews.com/entertainment/celebrities-alia-bhatt-challenges-varun-sonam-and-arjun-kapoor-to-beatplasticpollution-445435
https://www.indiatvnews.com/entertainment/celebrities-alia-bhatt-challenges-varun-sonam-and-arjun-kapoor-to-beatplasticpollution-445435
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Twitter launched an emoji to 
accompany 22 hashtags in 11 languages, 
including #BeatPlasticPollution 
and #WorldEnvironmentDay. More 
than 1.3 million tweets used the 
#WorldEnvironmentDay hashtags. 
Snapchat launched a 3D bitmoji. The 
World Environment Day website — in 
eight languages: English, Arabic, Chinese, 
French, Russian, Spanish, Hindi and 
Portuguese — received more than half a 
million views in one week.

On the day itself, World Environment 
Day was the top global topic on Twitter, 
trending in English, Spanish and Turkish. 
It also trended in Chinese on Weibo, and 
became a main topic on the social media 
accounts of major news outlets such as 
CNN, Al Jazeera and the BBC. 

The Beat Plastic Pollution campaign had 
over 6.5 million engagements, reaching 
audiences in more than 200 countries  
and over 60 languages. 

Our engagement in China was off 
the charts. 

In China, Weibo posts tagged with the 
hashtag #BeatPlasticPollution reached 
350 million users during the week of 
World Environment Day.

The Secretary-General’s video for Chinese 
social media received 5.36 million views. 
More than 35 Chinese celebrities 
participated in the Tag Challenge. Li 
Chen’s video alone received more than 
7.3 million views within 24 hours. 

An interview on China Daily with Ms. 
Huiruoqi, Olympic champion and 
volleyball icon, calling for her followers 
to give up single-use plastic bottles, was 
viewed over 200,000 times.

Ms Hui Ruoqi, 
Olympic champion 
and volleyball 
icon, rallied her 
supporters in China.

World Environment 
Day dominated the 
conversation online with

 915,222 

mentions and 

6,517,485 
engagements.
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In the UK, Wales announced its 
ambition to be the first “refill nation”, 
with drinking water refill points along 
its 1,400 kilometre coastal path.

India made a bold commitment against 
plastic pollution, pledging to ban all 
single-use plastics by 2022.

The European Commission 
proposed a far-reaching 
EU-wide ban on ten single-use 
plastic items representing 70 
per cent of all marine litter, 
including plastic straws and 
plastic cutlery by 2025. 

Seattle cut out all plastic straws 
and eating utensils in 
restaurants. Minneapolis has 
committed to becoming a 
zero-waste city with an 
ambitious goal of 80 per cent 
recycling and composting of 
citywide waste by 2030.

CLEAN SEAS COUNTRY INTRODUCED REGULATIONS ON 
SINGLE-USE  PLASTICS

Other announcements on 5 June 2018
In Peru and Uruguay, new legislation restricting 
single-use plastic bags moved forward in 
Congress. 

Namibia's Minister of Environment and Tourism 
called for new measures to reduce the use of 
plastic bags. The environment ministries of 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon and Egypt called on 
citizens to use alternatives to plastic bags.

In Egypt, the Environment Ministry will implement 
a new waste management system in Cairo.

In June 2017, UN Environment launched the Clean Seas campaign to clean up the world’s oceans and 
forge global commitments against marine litter and plastic pollution. 

After a year of successful campaigning, World Environment Day has accelerated momentum and turned 
awareness into action.  With commitments from 51 nations covering 62 per cent of the world’s coastlines,  
Clean Seas is now the largest global compact for combatting marine litter.

Today we’re witnessing an unprecedented surge in national action. From bans, restrictions and levies 
on disposable plastic items to the implementation of better recycling facilities and the development of 
viable alternatives, the campaign to beat plastic pollution is now a global cause.
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A COORDINATED EFFORT

World Environment Day brings 
together interests from all parts of 
the globe and all sectors of society 
for a common cause. This year we  
engaged with dozens of partners 
in areas ranging from education 
to big business, the private sector 
and policymakers. Together, we’re 
bringing diverse perspectives and 
unique approaches to contribute to 
eliminating plastic pollution.

Private sector pledges to tackle plastic 
pollution flooded in from around 
the world. From Woolworths to the 
International Olympic Committee, 
from local outlets to global 
conglomerates, businesses large and 
small lined up with commitments 
to reduce plastic pollution in their 
operations. 

The travel and entertainment industries announced measures to reduce single-use plastics, including bans on plastic straws, shopping 
bags and bottles, impacting a combined portfolio of 194 resorts and hotels, 12 theme parks and 50 ships.

India hosted an 
unprecedented 
exhibition in Delhi, 
highlighting science 
and innovation from 
across the country 
and the world. 

Food delivery services are reducing plastic cutlery and single-use packaging. These include Thailand’s Foodpanda, which delivers over 
2.5 million meals annually, and China’s two largest food-ordering platforms, Meituan Waimai and Ele.me.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/travel/slowly-but-steadily-the-travel-industry-cuts-its-ties-to-disposable-plastics/2018/05/26/56ca595a-52fd-11e8-abd8-265bd07a9859_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d3c8074610a7
https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/coca-cola-infosys-and-other-companies-pledge-to-beat-plastic-pollution-118060200424_1.html
http://www.foxnews.com/travel/2018/06/09/seaworld-getting-rid-plastic-straws-plastic-bags-at-all-us-parks.html
https://www.tajhotels.com/en-in/about-taj-group/press-and-media/press-releases/press-releases/2018/the-indian-hotels-company-limited-ihcl-joins-in-beating-plastic-pollution-as-india-hosts-world-environment-day/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/hotels-cut-down-on-single-use-plastics-like-straws-and-cutlery
https://www.facebook.com/FoodpandaThailand/videos/1522694097859528/
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Retailers around the world introduced measures to reduce single-use plastics in their operations and on their shelves.

Paytm’s #BeatPlasticPollution video 
featuring actors, stand-up comedians and 
chefs, received 3 million views. Paytm also 
launched an in-app campaign to raise money 
and promote green purchases.

Ogilvy, one of the largest advertising companies 
In India, launched three videos on Beat Plastic 
Pollution and will launch a special fashion line at 
the 2018 Lakme Fashion Week.

Sporting bodies also supported action against plastic pollution on World 
Environment Day in major pledges to reduce their plastic footprints.

UN Environment Executive Director Erik Solheim 
participated in the presentation ceremony of 
the Paytm ‘Fair Play’ award, viewed 
268,968 times on the IPL official website.

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/jun/07/ikea-commits-to-phase-out-single-use-plastic-products-by-2020
https://autoportal.com/news/hyundai-india-announces-beating-plastic-pollution-campaign-13460.html
https://www.facebook.com/Paytm/videos/1969387523113204/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/indian-railways-installs-plastic-bottle-crushers-at-vadodara-station-gives-rs-5-as-cashback-on-e-wallet-5207531/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/pepsico-to-launch-plant-based-packaging/articleshow/64456745.cms
https://twitter.com/LazadaPH/status/1003896570746507265/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unenvironment.org%2Fnews-and-stories%2Fstory%2Fworld-environment-day-live-updates
https://www.infosys.com/newsroom/press-releases/Pages/world-environment-day-hyderabad-dc.aspx
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/supermarket-giants-step-up-war-on-plastic-20180604-p4zjbn.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/supermarket-giants-step-up-war-on-plastic-20180604-p4zjbn.html
https://www.indiatoday.in/mail-today/story/for-world-environment-day-delhi-mall-pulls-plug-on-plastic-straws-and-sachets-1249116-2018-06-03
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNm3KQieGhE
http://www.sailing.org/news/87102.php#.W2Q3A9Uzboz
https://www.facebook.com/FIMLive/posts/10155198060696330/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=32&v=q_23KYTn8Fk
to https://www.olympic.org/news/ioc-teams-up-with-un-environment-for-its-clean-seas-campaign/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_5Ip0bRjzk&feature=youtu.be
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Between 25 May and 7 June 2018, 
43,695 articles mentioning World 
Environment Day were published in 
different languages including Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Hindi, 
Spanish and Russian, a 28 per cent 
increase from 2017. 

In North America, outreach around 
World Environment Day succeeded 
in generating a significant amount of 
coverage, resulting in more than 357 
million impressions across the United 
States and Canada. Coverage spanned 
local, national and international outlets, 
including top-tier outlets like MSNBC, 
CNN, Fortune, AOL, CBS News and The 
Washington Post. 

UN Environment Goodwill 
Ambassadors proved to be the 
biggest asset when pitching top-tier 
U.S. and Canadian media, and local 
media responded strongly to the 
timely hook of World Environment 
Day in tandem with relevant statistics 
and a strong call to action. India’s 

A MEDIA MOMENT

National Geographic 
dedicated its June 2018 
issue to the plastic 
pollution problem.

commitment to eliminate single-use 
plastics by 2022 was integrated into 
numerous articles and CNN covered the 
announcement as a stand-alone story.

In India, World Enviroment Day 
generated 1,850 stories in national and 
regional media — including NDTV, India 
Today, Times of India, Republic TV, Aaj 
Tak, and News Nation — and a half-hour 
panel discussion on CNBC TV18, the 
nation’s top business news channel, 
with Erik Solheim, Dia Mirza, Afroz Shah 
and business leaders.

The most relevant newspapers in 
13 countries in Latin American and the 
Caribbean printed an op-ed by Erik 
Solheim, reaching millions of readers 
across the region. The publications 
included Clarín, Argentina; Valor 
Económico, Brasil; La Razón, Bolivia; La 
Tercera, Chile; El Tiempo, Colombia; El 
Comercio, Ecuador; La Prensa Gráfica, 
El Salvador; Prensa Libre, Guatemala; 
El Nuevo Diario, Nicaragua; and El 
Comercio, Perú.

VOGUE also had a special 
feature on celebrity  
engagement to beat 
plastic pollution: Gisele 
Bündchen, Candice 
Swanepoel... Les tops 
s’engagent contre le 
plastique.

https://www.vogue.fr/mode/mannequins/story/gisele-bundchen-candice-swanepoel-les-tops-s-engagent-contre-la-pollution-au-plastique/2531#gisele-1
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Highlights from top coverage

India’s Modi calls for 
crackdown on plastic 
pollution on World 
Environment Day.

India will abolish all 
single-use plastic 
by 2022, vows 
Narendra Modi.

How One Under 30 
Alum ‘Beats Plastic 
Pollution’ On World 
Environment Day.

Ban plastic bags? 
U.N. seeks to 
cut pollution as 
recycling falls short.

Adrian Grenier and 
Aidan Gallagher Want 
You to Fight Plastic 
Pollution for World 
Environment Day.

Non-recycled 
plastic costs 
Scotland £11m 
annually.

Adrian Grenier on 
saving our planet 
and how Arnold 
Schwarzenegger is 
helping him.

World Environment 
Day: ‘Our world 
is swamped by 
plastic.’

World Environment 
Day 2018: ‘Beat Plastic 
Pollution.’

https://edition.cnn.com/2018/06/05/asia/india-world-environment-day-modi-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/06/05/asia/india-world-environment-day-modi-intl/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-44361297
https://www.aol.com/article/entertainment/2018/06/05/adrian-grenier-on-saving-our-planet-and-how-arnold-schwarzenegger-is-helping-him/23451694/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/06/world-environment-day-world-swamped-plastic-180605144524487.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2018/06/the-theme-for-world-environment-day-2018-is-beat-plastic-pollution/562082/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/06/world-environment-day-world-swamped-plastic-180605144524487.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2018/06/the-theme-for-world-environment-day-2018-is-beat-plastic-pollution/562082/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-environment-day-un/ban-plastic-bags-un-seeks-to-cut-pollution-as-recycling-falls-short-idUSKCN1J102Q
http://fortune.com/2018/06/05/world-environment-day-adrian-grenier-aidan-gallagher/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/giovannapaz/2018/06/05/how-one-under-30-alum-beats-plastic-pollution-on-world-environment-day/#405f2b513e15
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jun/05/india-will-abolish-all-single-use-plastic-by-2022-vows-narendra-modi
https://www.forbes.com/sites/giovannapaz/2018/06/05/how-one-under-30-alum-beats-plastic-pollution-on-world-environment-day/#405f2b513e15
https://www.forbes.com/sites/giovannapaz/2018/06/05/how-one-under-30-alum-beats-plastic-pollution-on-world-environment-day/#405f2b513e15
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-environment-day-un/ban-plastic-bags-un-seeks-to-cut-pollution-as-recycling-falls-short-idUSKCN1J102Q
http://fortune.com/2018/06/05/world-environment-day-adrian-grenier-aidan-gallagher/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-44361297
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A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

World Environment Day was, above 
all, a global celebration. More than 
4,000 events from all continents 
were registered on the World 
Environment Day website, including 
clean-ups of beaches, cities and 
parks. This was the highest number 
of events ever recorded for a World 
Environment Day.

Outreach efforts to partners resulted 
in 260,904 toolkit downloads. This 
included 27,000 business and 
organization toolkits, 
19,000 government toolkits, 
13,000 education toolkits and over 
100,000 downloads of the brand 
toolkit.

UNESCO distributed the education 
toolkit in English, French and Spanish 
to 26,000 schools in 182 countries 
through the UNESCO Associated 
Schools Programme.

A #BeatPlasticPollution video was 
screened on billboards in Times Square, 
New York, Piccadilly Circus, London, and 
across Victoria Harbor in Hong Kong. 

International Olympic swimmers competed in 
Lake Léman, Lausanne, each pulling a balloon 
equivalent to the weight of plastic waste 
produced each month by an average citizen in 
their respective countries.

In Nairobi, representatives from embassies 
and over 400 UN Nairobi staff and families 
joined the World Environment Day 
celebrations at the UN Gigiri complex, where a 
new waste recycling facility was inaugurated.



Clean-up events worldwide

From surfers at Karnataka beach, to indigenous people cleaning 
Lake Tititaca in Bolivia, to nuns in Trinidad and Tobago, to 
Canada’s Minister of Environment and Climate Change, 
Catherine McKenna, picking trash alongside innovative robots, 
tens of thousands of people got their hands dirty.

Underwater clean-ups were organized in Egypt, Bahrain and Tanzania.

More clean-ups took place across Burundi, Cameroon, Côte 
d’Ivoire, China, Albania, Algeria, Bahrain, Haiti, Mexico, Uruguay, 
Morocco, Myanmar, Ethiopia, Tunisia, South Africa, Lebanon, 
Kazakhstan, Montenegro, Zambia and Kenya.

Barbara Hendrie, Regional 
Director for North 
America, and actor and 
UN Environment Goodwill 
Ambassador Adrian Grenier 
took part in an urban 
clean-up in New Orleans.

Clean-ups took place at 11 European lakes, from Lake 
Baikal in Russia to Lake Como in Italy.

Over 1,000 people gathered to clean up Carpayo beach, Lima.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1TF7Xjberg
https://mobile.twitter.com/geofr/status/1003986068360826880?s=12
https://mobile.twitter.com/geofr/status/1003986068360826880?s=12
https://twitter.com/RobotMissions/status/1004013906749095936


Art and exhibitions

Art exhibitions were unveiled across 12 major cities in Asia Pacific. The 
plastic pollution “demon” in Bali made it to the front page of the Jakarta 
Post. In Bangkok, all major print media covered a display in a mall with up 
to 150,000 visitors daily, as part of a three-day event.

Art exhibitions were on display 
throughout China including at the 
Beijing Museum of Urban Planning, 
Beijing Capital International Airport 
and Sinan Mansion Plaza. China 
Daily’s video on Weibo on the 
launch event at the Museum of 
Urban Planning got more than 
one million views.
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Taking the message to the next generation

Dancer Blanca Li – who has choreographed dances for Beyoncé, 
Daft Punk and the Metropolitan Opera – invited children around 
the world to perform the “Pollution Dance.”

Wastebuster’s Plastic Planet Challenge invited young people 
from across the globe to beat plastic pollution, reaching 
1.3 million people from 16 countries in four days.

Bottle Island, a preschool adventure TV series, created a special mini-episode for World 
Environment Day, which received more than 84,000 views in a week.
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The next generation is crucial in any 
global initiative to create a better 
world. World Environment Day made 
sure it hit this demographic. Through 
our youth and schools network, we 
reached 78,000 schools and hundreds 
of thousands of children thanks to 
educational materials developed by 
partners and distributed through their 
networks.

Aidan Gallagher was designated as 
the youngest-ever UN Environment 
Goodwill Ambassador for North 
America. He’s already been busy — 
giving interviews to Fortune and 
Entertainment Tonight, going on air 
with Toronto’s number one morning 
talk show, and of course, playing Tag.

Other efforts to reach children with 
important lessons on how to beat 
plastic pollution included the comic 
Poseidon Patrol and a special 
episode of BBC’s Go Jetters.



World Environment Day 
Report 2018 

www.unenvironment.org
#WorldEnvironmentDay

#BeatPlasticPollution
worldenvironmentday.global

communication.director@un.org

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25496/singleUsePlastic_sustainability.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y



