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Introduction 
 
1. In the framework of the UNEP/MAP Programme of Work 2020-2021, the Meeting of the 
Ecosystem Approach Correspondence Groups on Marine Litter Monitoring (CORMON Marine Litter) 
was held via videoconference on 30 March 2021, organized by the United Nations Environment 
Programme / Mediterranean Action Plan - Barcelona Convention Secretariat (UNEP/MAP) and its 
Programme for the Assessment and Control of Marine Pollution in the Mediterranean (MED POL). 
 
Participation 
 
2. The following Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention were represented at the 
Meeting: Albania, Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, European Union, France, 
Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Malta, Montenegro, Morocco, Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia, and Turkey. 
 
3. The following United Nations bodies, specialized agencies, convention secretariats and 
intergovernmental organizations were represented as observers: the Agreement on the Conservation of 
Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS), the 
European Environment Agency (EEA), the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean 
(GFCM), the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and the UN Environment Programme 
World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP/WCMC).  
 
4. The following non-governmental organizations and other institutions were also represented as 
observers: the Center for Energy, Environment and Resources (CENER21), the Centre de 
documentation, de recherche et d’expérimentations sur les pollutions accidentelles des eaux (CEDRE), 
the Mediterranean Association to Save the Sea Turtles (MEDASSET), the Network of Marine 
Protected Areas Managers in the Mediterranean (MedPAN), the Mediterranean Programme Office of 
the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF-Med), the University of Siena, and the INDICIT project 
(Implementation of Indicators of Marine Litter on Sea Turtles and Biota in Regional Sea Conventions 
and Marine Strategy Framework Directive Areas). 
 
5. The full list of participants is attached as Annex I to the present report. 
 
Agenda item 1: Opening of the Meeting 
 
6. The Meeting was opened on Tuesday 30 March 2021 at 9.45 a.m. by Mr. Gaetano Leone, 
Coordinator, UNEP/MAP, Barcelona Convention Secretariat. 
 
7. The UNEP/MAP Coordinator welcomed the participants and recalled the main objective of the 
Meeting, which was to:  

 
a) Address the interrelation of pressures impacts of marine litter and the status of marine 

ecosystem components as provided for from the methodology that has been developed in 
the framework of IMAP and the expert judgment received by several Contracting Parties 
after the CORMON Marine Litter Meeting in April 2019 (Podgorica, Montenegro); 

b) Analyse the potential complementarities and synergies between IMAP and the European 
Commission new GES Decision (2017/848/EU) for marine litter; 

c) Review the regional operational strategy for monitoring IMAP Candidate Indicator 24 
prepared in collaboration with SPA/RAC in the framework of the EU-funded Marine Litter 
MED Project (2016-2019); 

d) Agree in updating the MED POL List for Beach Marine Litter Items and their Data 
Standards and Data Dictionaries to include to new Covid-19 related single-use plastic items 
(i.e. masks and gloves); 

e) Review and approve for submission to the upcoming MED POL Focal Points Meeting the 
revised Monitoring Guidelines for Floating Microplastics; and I would like to warmly thank 
all members of the OWG-ML for their substantive and expert contribution; and 
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f) Ensure synergies between the relevant EU-funded projects, and beyond, dealing with IMAP 
implementation (e.g. EcAp MED III, IMAP-MPA, Marine Litter MED II). 

 
8. UNEP/MAP Coordinator also referred to the progress made in the implementation of the 
Roadmap for the 2023 Mediterranean Quality Status Report (MED QSR) and of the Integrated 
Monitoring and Assessment Programme (IMAP) in relation to Marine Litter, as well as on the effect 
of the Covid-19 Pandemic in the occurrence of marine litter in the marine and coastal environment of 
the Mediterranean. He also recalled the importance of the preparation of the 2023 Mediterranean 
Quality Status Report (MED QSR) as a significant milestone in the implementation of IMAP. 
 
Agenda item 2. Organizational matters  
UNEP/MED WG.490/1/Rev.1; UNEP/MED WG.490/2/Rev.1; UNEP/MED WG.490/Inf.1/Rev.2 
 

a) Adoption of the Agenda 
 
9. The Meeting adopted its agenda on the basis of the Provisional Agenda and Provisional 
Annotated Agenda, including the proposed timetable, circulated in documents UNEP/MED 
WG.490/1/Rev.1 and UNEP/MED WG.482/2/Rev.1, respectively. 
 
10. The agenda is attached as Annex II to the present report. 
 

b) Election of officers 
 
11. The Meeting agreed that the rules of procedure for Meetings and conferences of the Contracting 
Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Environment and the Coastal Region of the 
Mediterranean and its Protocols (UNEP/IG.43/6, Annex XI) would apply mutatis mutandis to their 
deliberations. 
 
12. Subject to Rule 20 of the rules of procedure mentioned at para. 2(a), the Meeting unanimously 
elected the following officers from among the representatives of the Contracting Parties: 
 
Chairperson: Ms. Ivana Stojanovic (Montenegro) 
 
Vice-chairpersons:  Ms. Aslı Sezer Topalak (Turkey) 

Mr. Sameh Ayoub (Egypt) 
Ms. Carme Alomar Mascaró (Spain) 
 

Rapporteur: Ms. Jamila Al Hadi (Lebanon) 
 
13. The discussions were held in line with the agenda. Simultaneous interpretation in English and 
French was provided during the Meeting. 
 
Agenda item 3.  Interrelation of Pressures Impacts of Marine Litter and the Status of 

Marine Ecosystem Components 
UNEP/MED WG.490/3 

 
14. Mr. Christos Ioakeimidis, UNEP/MAP Secretariat, presented the document UNEP/MED 
WG.490/3 “Addressing Interrelation of Pressures-Impacts of Marine Litter and the Status of Marine 
Ecosystem Components”, which provides information on the interrelation of pressures-impacts of 
marine litter and the status of marine ecosystem components with the aim to progress towards 
integrated GES assessment, and in particular to: 
 

a) Harmonize monitoring and assessment methods; 
b) Further clarify definition of links between assessment scales, pressures and cumulative 

impacts on ecosystem components; 
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c) Improve long time series of quality assured data to monitor the trends; and  
d) Improve data management and data accessibility through the MAP Info-System for all the 

IMAP Marine Litter Common Indicators. 
 
15. The Meeting participants were asked to provide the Secretariat with their feedback on this 
document and were also informed for the Secretariat’s intention to upscale from now-on the work 
pertinent to integration/aggregation aspects, also for marine litter, at the level of IMAP Cluster 
(Pollution-Marine Litter). The Secretariat also informed the Meeting participants that the relevant 
experience from the marine litter work and the CORMON Marine Litter Meetings in 2019 and 2021, 
will be used and feed-into the overall effort for integrating IMAP Implementation in the 
Mediterranean. 
 
16. The Meeting welcomed the progress realized to date on the integrated GES Assessment, and 
requested the Secretariat to continue this work at the level of IMAP Cluster (Pollution – Marine 
Litter). 
 
17. Several participants raised the attention of the Meeting to the need to include in this work a 
more quantitative analysis providing a direct link between monitoring and measures focusing on the 
various sources generating marine litter. In response, the Secretariat confirmed that this aspect has 
been taken into account while integrating this work at the level of IMAP Cluster (Pollution – Marine 
Litter) which will be presented during the upcoming CORMON Pollution Meeting in April 2021. 
 
18. The Meeting conclusions and recommendations regarding the Interrelation of Pressures Impacts 
of Marine Litter and the Status of Marine Ecosystem Components are presented in Annex III to this 
Report. 
 
Agenda item 4. Comparative Analysis IMAP and the European Commission New GES 

Decision 2017/848/EU for Marine Litter 
UNEP/MED WG.482/4 

 
19. Mr. Christos Ioakeimidis, UNEP/MAP Secretariat presented a comparative analysis between the 
UNEP/MAP Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme (IMAP) and the European 
Commission (EC) New GES Decision 2017/848/EU for Marine Litter. In this context, the Secretariat 
undertook a comparative analysis and identified as appropriate actions for a more coordinated 
implementation, of IMAP and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). This analysis also 
aims at supporting further elaboration of the Methodological Approach for Mapping the Interrelations 
between Sectors, Activities, Pressures, Impacts and State of Marine Environment. 
 
20. Following the discussions, several representatives stressed the importance of collaboration 
among the monitoring and assessment framework of IMAP and MSFD and thanked the Secretariat for 
progressing in this regard. Several participants raised the attention of the Meeting to the need for 
IMAP to: integrated specific targets; define the methodology for calculating trends; have comparable 
data across the region with a particular focus on the need to update the minimum size class for beach 
marine from 0.5 cm to 2.5 cm and to ensure that relevant discrepancies are not in place while reporting 
the data into the IMAP InfoSystem; further elaborate on the spatial scale of the IMAP assessment 
products. In response, the Secretariat provided a number of clarifications regarding the architecture of 
IMAP for its Common Indicator 22 (Beach Marine Litter) and how the sizing matter is tackled during 
the reporting of data from Contracting Parties into the IMAP InfoSystem as well as that any future 
update of IMAP should tackle this matter, as well as on the spatial sub-division of IMAP for all 
clusters. 
 
21. The Meeting conclusions and recommendations regarding the comparative analysis between 
IMAP and EC’s New GES Decision 2017/848/EU for Marine Litter are presented in Annex III to this 
Report. 
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Agenda item 5. Regional Operational Strategy for Monitoring IMAP    
Candidate Indicator 24 
UNEP/MED WG.490/5 

 
22. Ms. Lobna Ben Nakhla (SPA/RAC) and Mr Christos Ioakeimidis (UNEP/MAP Secretariat) 
presented the regional operational strategy for monitoring IMAP Candidate Indicator 24, one 
important outcome of the EU-funded Marine Litter MED Project (2016-2019) scoping to advance the 
knowledge, and institutional/technical framework to support an agreement at regional level for 
upgrading this indicator amongst the common ones. The Secretariat presented this document’s aim 
which is to provide: 
 

a) Practical  guidelines to the Contracting Parties of the Barcelona Convention to support them 
in designing and developing monitoring programmes for IMAP Candidate Indicator 24 in 
order to collect standardized data on marine litter ingested by sea turtles and to assess how 
GES can be achieved; and 

b) Details concerning the necessary steps and methods to implement a monitoring programme. 
 
23. The Meeting welcomed Secretariat’s work in this respect and highlighted the importance of this 
document during the process of preparation of national monitoring programmes for the respective 
IMAP indicator. 
 
24. Following the discussions, several representatives requested for additional clarifications from 
the Secretariat regarding the structure and the sustainability in terms of funding of the set monitoring 
network. In response the Secretariat provided with additional clarification making specific reference 
that this network consists of rescue centres and competent laboratories to undertake the relevant 
technical work and is based on MEDSEALITTER project network coordinated by MEDASSET. 
Moreover, the Secretariat informed the Meeting participants that with this network UNEP/MAP and 
its Contracting Parties are moving one step ahead to locate competent authorities in each country to 
undertake this work, with most organizations’ mandate focusing solely on the work relevant to 
assessing the impact of marine litter on sea turtles (i.e. ingestion and entanglement). Special reference 
was also made to the support (technical and financial) from the EU-funded Marine Litter MED II 
Project (2020-2023) in the preparation of a number of assessment elements relevant to IMAP 
Candidate Indicator 24, including the preparation of respective national monitoring programmes for 
few countries with the scope to pilots their implementation and data generation. 

 
25. The Meeting conclusions and recommendations regarding the regional operational strategy for 
monitoring IMAP Candidate Indicator 24 are presented in Annex III to this Report. 
 
Agenda item 6. Addendum to the MED POL Beach Marine Litter Item List and their 

Data Standards and Data Dictionaries to include Two New COVID-19 
Related Items 
UNEP/MED WG.490/6 

 
26. Under this agenda item, the Secretariat and its MED POL programme proposed the addition of 
two new COVID-19 related marine litter items (i.e. single-use plastic masks & gloves) into the MED 
POL list for beach marine litter item, after taking into consideration the abrupt changes that the Covid-
19 Pandemic has brought to our lives and to our everyday behaviours’, including those of littering, as 
well as the relevant sound scientific evidence. 
 
27. The Meeting welcomed this proposal and endorsed the Secretariat to revise the list in-line with 
the proposal, including for the respective IMAP InfoSystem Data Standards (DS) and Data 
Dictionaries (DD). 

 
28. The EU representative also presented to the Meeting the EU MSFD Technical Group Marine 
Litter (TGML) Joint List of Litter Categories Manual and the respective photo catalogue 
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29. The Meeting conclusions and recommendations regarding the addendum to the MED POL list 
for beach marine litter item their DS/DD to include two new Covid-19 related items are presented in 
Annex III to this Report. 
 
Agenda item 7. Monitoring Guidelines/Protocols for Floating Microplastics 

UNEP/MED WG.490/7 
 
30. Mr. Christos Ioakeimidis, UNEP/MAP Secretariat presented the revised version of the 
Monitoring Guidelines/Protocols for Floating Microplastics, and thanked the informal Online Working 
Group on Marine Litter (OWG-ML) for their substantive, technical input towards improving the said 
document which aims to guide the technical personnel of the IMAP competent laboratories for the 
implementation of the standardized and harmonized monitoring practices on IMAP EO10 (Marine 
Litter) Common Indicator 23 (Floating Microplastics). 
 
31. The Chair of the Online Working Group on Marine Litter (OWG-ML) for this particular task, 
Ms Cecilia Silvestri (ISPRA, Italy) was invited by the Secretariat to provide a very brief overview of 
the technical revisions with a particular focus in improving the: definition of microplastics, the manta 
net properties, methodology for designing a monitoring campaign and for calculating the surveyed 
area, sample collection and storage, and the analysis performed at the laboratory. 
 
32. Several participants took the floor highlighting the importance of this document, thanked the 
Secretariat and the OWG-ML for preparing this document, and endorsed its submission to the Meeting 
of the MED POL Focal Points in May 2021. 
 
33. The Meeting conclusions and recommendations regarding the monitoring guidelines for floating 
microplastics are presented in Annex III to this Report. 
 
Agenda item 8. EU-funded IMAP MPA, EcAp MED III and Marine Litter MED II 

Projects to Boost IMAP EO10 Implementation 
 
34. Mr. Christos Ioakeimidis, UNEP/MAP Secretariat delivered a presentation showcasing the 
complementarities and specific scope of work with regards to marine litter monitoring under the EU-
funded IMAP MPA, EcAp MED III and Marine Litter MED II Projects. 
 
35. Several participants took the floor highlighting the importance of coordinating the work 
pertinent to marine litter monitoring and assessment towards maximising synergies and strengthening 
the relevant results and thanked the Secretariat for coordinating this work and for providing expert 
guidance in all aspects relevant to monitoring and assessment of marine litter. 
 
36. The Meeting conclusions and recommendations regarding the monitoring guidelines for floating 
microplastics are presented in Annex III to this Report. 
 
Agenda item 9. Any Other Business 
 
37. Ms Cristina Fossi, Siena University, delivered a presentation focusing on the activities carried 
out and planned in the framework of the Plastic Busters MPA project, including the new challenges to 
monitor the impact of marine litter on Mediterranean Biodiversity. 
 
38. Mr. Claude Miaud, CEFE/CNS presented the main outcomes of the INDICIT-II Project 
(“Implementation of Indicators of Marine Litter on Sea Turtles and Biota in Regional Sea Conventions 
and Marine Strategy Framework Directive Areas”) focusing the development of the different GES 
scenarios for the Indicator “Litter ingested by sea turtles”. 
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39. Several participants took the floor and welcomed the work carried out in the framework of the 
two projects and invited all concerned parties to coordinate their work and efforts in line with IMAP 
Ecological Objective 10 (EO10 – Marine Litter). 
 
Agenda item 9. Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
40. Under this agenda item, the participants were invited to review the draft conclusions and 
recommendations. The Meeting approved the conclusions and recommendations as slightly amended 
by the Meeting and contained in Annex III to the present report. 
 
Agenda item 10. Closure of the Meeting 
 
41.  After the expression of usual courtesies, the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 5.30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 30 March 2021. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annex I 
List of Participants 



UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex I 

Page 1 
 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES / REPRESENTANTS DES 
PARTIES CONTRACTANTES 

 
ALBANIA / ALBANIE  Ms. Klodiana Marika 

Director of Development Programmes on Environment 
Ministry of Tourism and Environment 
 
Tel: +355692092872 
E-mail: klodiana.marika@turizmi.gov.al 
 

ALGERIA /ALGERIE Mme. Souad Boustila 
Point Focal MEDPOL 
Chef de Bureau de Préservation des Zones Humides 
Ministère de l'Environnement 
 
Tel: +213540574720 
E-mail: soad-cnl@hotmail.fr 
 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / 
BOSNIE ET HERZEGOVINE 

Ms. Sabina Hadziahmetovic 
Leading researcher/designer 
Hydro-Engineering Institute Sarajevo 
 
Tel: +38733212466 
E-mail : sabina.hadziahmetovic@heis.ba 

CROATIA / CROATIE Ms. Dubravka Bojanić Varezić 
Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries 
 
Tel: +38521408008 
E-mail: dbojanic@izor.hr 
 
Ms. Mirta Smodlaka Tankovic 
Research associate, Center for Marine Research 
Rudjer Boskovic Institute 
 
Tel: +38552804724 
E-mail: mirta@cim.irb.hr 
 
Mr. Pero Tutman 
Scientific adviser, Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries 
 
Tel: +38521308030 
E-mail: tutman@izor.hr 
 

CYPRUS /CHYPRE Mr. Konstantinos Antoniadis 
Department of Fisheries and Marine Research 
 
Tel: +35722807854 
E-mail: kantoniadis@dfmr.moa.gov.cy 
 

EUROPEAN UNION / UNION 
EUROPEENNE  

Mr. Georg Hanke 
European Commission 
 
Tel: +390332785586 
E-mail: georg.hanke@ec.europa.eu 
 



UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex I 
Page 2 
 

 
 

EGYPT / EGYPTE Mr. Sameh Ayoub 
MED POL Focal Point 
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA) 
 
Tel: +201555552432 
E-mail: samehayoub@hotmail.com 

FRANCE / FRANCE Mr. Francois Galgani 
IFREMER / EU Mission Board Member  
(Healthy Ocean)/ session co-chair 
 
Tel: +33638425290 
E-mail: francois.galgani@ifremer.fr 
 
Mme. Camille Lacroix 
Head of Aquatic Litter Monitoring and Studies Department 
 
Tel: +33298336705 
E-mail: camille.lacroix@cedre.fr 
 

ISRAEL / ISRAEL Ms. Yael Segal 
Researcher, Israel Oceanographic & Limnological Research, 
National Institute of Oceanography 
 
Tel: +97248565215 
E-mail: yael_segal@ocean.org.il 
 
Mr. Dror Zurel 
Ministry of Environmental Protection 
 
Tel: +972506237652 
E-mail: drorz@sviva.gov.il 
 

ITALY / ITALIE Ms. Erika Magaletti 
Ispra 
 
Tel: +390650074788 
E-mail: erika.magaletti@isprambiente.it 
 

LEBANON / LIBAN Ms. Jamila AL Hadi, 
Ministry of Environment 
 
Tel: +96170943931 
E-mail: j.alhadi@moe.gov.lb 
 

MALTA / MALTE Ms. Marta Curmi 
Environment Protection Officer 
Environment & Resources Authority 
 
Tel: +35622923730 
E-mail: marta.a.curmi@era.org.mt 
 
Ms. Tamara Micallef 
Senior Officer Thematic 
Environment and Resources Authority, Marsa 



UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex I 

Page 3 
 

 
Tel: +35622923662 
E-mail: tamara.micallef@era.org.mt 
 
Mr. Luke Tabone 
Environment Protection Officer, Environment & Resources 
Authority (ERA) 
 
Tel: +35679936323 
E-mail: luke.tabone@era.org.mt 
 

MONTENEGRO / 
MONTENEGRO 

Ms. Ivana Stojanovic 
Adviser, 
Ministry of Ecology, Spatial Planning and Urbanism 
 
Tel: +38267338108 
E-mail: ivana.stojanovic@mepg.gov.me 
 

MOROCCO / MAROC Mr. Mohammed El Bouch 
Département de l'Environnement 
 
Tel: +212676082936 
E-mail: elbouch21@yahoo.fr 
 
Mr. Abdeslam Abid 
Ministry of Energy, Mines and the Environment / Department of the 
Environment 
 
Tel: +212 537770118 
E-mail: ab.abdeslam@yahoo.fr 
 
Ms. Khadija Rhayour 
Administrateur /Responsable Qualité 
Ministère de l'Environnement / Laboratoire National 
 
Tel: +212666109413 
E-mail: khadijarhayour@yahoo.fr 
 

SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE Mr. Mitja Bricelj 
Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning 
 
Tel: +38631367101 
E-mail: mitja.bricelj@gov.si 
 
Mr. Uros Robic 
Institute for Water of the Republic of Slovenia 
 
Tel: +386 014775328 
E-mail: uros.robic@izvrs.si 
 

SPAIN / ESPAGNE Ms. Carme Alomar 
Instituto Español de Oceanografía, Palma DE Mallorca 
 
Tel: +34646193852 
E-mail: carmen.alomar@ieo.es 



UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex I 
Page 4 
 

 
 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE Mr. Yassine Marzougui, 
Agence Nationale de Protection de l'Environnement 
 
Tel: +216 98529383 
E-mail: marzougui.y@gmail.com 
 

TURKEY /TURQUIE Ms. Asli Topalak 
Ministry of Environment and Urbanization 
 
Tel: +905332532792 
E-mail: asli.topalak@csb.gov.tr 
 
Ms. Sevil Oksuz 
Environment and Urbanization Expert 
Ministry of Environment and Urbanization, Ankara 
Tel: +905373147908 
E-mail: seviloksuz@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Hacer Selamoğlu Cağlayan 
Environmental Expert 
Ministry of Environment and Urbanization 
 
Tel: +905052033731 
E-mail: hacer.caglayan@csb.gov.tr 
 

 
 
 

 



UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex I 

Page 5 
 

INVITED INDEPENDENT EXPERTS 
EXPERTS INDEPENDANTS INVITES 

 

 

Ms. Maria Cristina FOSSI 
University of Siena 
Italy 
 
E-mail: fossi@unisi.it 
 
Ms. Silvia Casini 
University of Siena 
Email: silvia.casini@unisi.it  

  

mailto:fossi@unisi.it
mailto:silvia.casini@unisi.it


UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex I 
Page 6 
 

 
 

REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND OTHER 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS / REPRESENTANTS DES 

INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISEES DES NATIONS UNIES ET AUTRES 
ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES 

 
AGREEMENT ON THE CONSERVATION OF 
CETACEANS OF THE BLACK SEA, 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND CONTIGUOUS 
ATLANTIC AREA / 
ACCORD SUR LA CONSERVATION DES 
CETACES DE LA MER NOIRE, DE LA 
MEDITERRANEE ET DE LA ZONE ATLANTIQUE 
ADJACENTE  
 

Ms. Célia Le Ravallec 
Programme Officer 
 
E-mail: cleravallec@accobams.net 
 
 

EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY /  
AGENCE EUROPEENNE POUR 
L’ENVIRONNEMENT  
 

Ms. Cécile Roddier -Quefelec  
Ocean Governance 
Mediterranean Regional Cooperation 
 
E-mail: cecile.roddier-
quefelec@eea.europa.eu 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZTION OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS (FAO)/ (ORGANISATION 
DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L’ALIMENTATION 
ET L’AGRICULTURE (OAA) 
 

Mr. Peter Kershaw 
 
Tel: +441508488049 
E-mail: peter@pjkershaw.com 
 

UNION FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN  / UNION 
POUR LA MEDITERANNEE 

Ms. Alessandra Sensi 
 
Tel: ++34692975663 
E-mail: alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org 
 
Ms. Celia Murcia 
Blue economy Expert 
 
Tel: +34935214169 
E-mail: celia.murcia@ufmsecretariat.org 
 
Ms. Cristina Cardenete Suriol 
 
Tel: +34659945452 
E-mail: 
cristina.cardenete.ext.ta@ufmsecretariat.org 
 

 

mailto:cleravallec@accobams.net
mailto:cecile.roddier-quefelec@eea.europa.eu
mailto:cecile.roddier-quefelec@eea.europa.eu


UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex I 

Page 7 
 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES 

 
ACG  Mme. Sana Taktak 

 
Tel: +21698413229 
E-mail: acg.generations@gmail.com 
 

CENTER FOR ENERGY, 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
RESOURCES CENER21  

Ms. Emina Zečić 
Project Assistant, Sarajevo 
 
Tel: +387603151149 
E-mail: emina.zecic@cener21.ba 
 
 

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE 
DROIT COMPARE DE 
L'ENVIRONNEMENT (CIDCE)  

Mme. Josiane Yazbeck 
 
Tel: +96170738789 
E-mail: josiane@keszi.net 
 

HELMEPA  Mr. Costas Triantafillou 
Director General, Athens 
 
Tel: +306976334068 
E-mail: helmepa@helmepa.gr 
 

HUMAN ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSOCIATION FOR 
DEVELOPMENT (HEAD)  

Ms. Marie Therese Merhej Seif 
Chairman & Executive director, Beirut 
 
Tel: 03814370 
E-mail: mtseif4@gmail.com 
 

MEDITERRANEAN 
ASSOCIATION TO SAVE THE 
SEA TURTLES 
ASSOCIATION / 
MEDITERRANEENNE POUR 
SAUVER LES TORTUES 
MARINES 
 

Ms. Konstantina Andreanidou 
 
Tel: +306940566073 
E-mail: k.andreanidou@medasset.org 
 
Mr. Georgios Sampson 
 
Tel: +30 2103640389 
E-mail: g.sampson@medasset.org 
 

MIO-ECSDE  Ms. Thomais Vlachogianni 
Senior Programme/Policy Officer 
 
Tel: +302103247490 
E-mail: vlachogianni@mio-ecsde.org 
 

OCEANCARE  Ms. Fabienne Mclellan 
Co-Director International Reltions 
 
Tel: +41794567707 
E-mail: fmclellan@oceancare.org 

OCEANA  Ms. Pilar Marin 



UNEP/MED WG.490/Inf.2 
Page 8 
 
 

 
 

Senior Marine Scientist 
 
Tel: +34647524961 
E-mail: pmarin@oceana.org 
 
Ms. Natividad Sanchez 
Campaign director 
 
Tel: +34911440880 
E-mail: nsanchez@oceana.org 
 

THE MOHAMMED VI 
FOUNDATION FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION  

Mr. Sami EL Iklil 
 
Tel: +212664888596 
E-mail: s.eliklil@fm6e.org 
 

UNIVERDE 
 

Mr.Luca Genovese 
Fondazione UniVerde 
 
Tel : +393927690541 
Email: genovluca@gmail.com 
 

YOUTH LOVE EGYPT Mr. Ahmed Fathy 
Director 
 
Tel: 201284447333 
E-mail: ylefoundation@gmail.com 
 

 
 



UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex I 

Page 1 
 

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME - COORDINATING UNIT AND 
COMPONENTS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAN 

PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L’ENVIRONNEMENT - UNITÉ DE 
COORDINATION ET COMPOSANTES DU PLAN D’ACTION POUR LA MÉDITERRANÉE 

 
UNEP/MAP COORDINATING UNIT 
PNUE/PAM UNITÉ DE COORDINATION 

Mr. Gaetano Leone 
Deputy Coordinator 
E-mail: gaetano.leone @un.org  
 
Mr. Mohamad Kayyal 
Programme Management Officer 
E-mail: mohamad.kayyal@un.org 
 
Mr. Christos Ioakeimidis 
Project Manager | Marine Litter Expert 
E-mail: christos.ioakeimidis@un.org 
 
Ms. Jelena Knezevic  
Monitoring and Assessment Officer 
E-mail: jelena.knezevic@un.org 
 
Mr. Erol Cavus 
Pollution Officer 
E-mail: erol.cavus@un.org 
 

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 
(INFO/RAC) / CENTRE D’ACTIVITES 
REGIONALES POUR L’INFORMATION ET 
LA COMMUNICATION (CAR/INFO) 

Mr. Arthur Pasquale 
Deputy Director 
 
E-mail: arthur.pasquale@isprambiente.it 
  
 

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTER FOR THE 
PRIORITY ACTIONS PROGRAMME 
(PAP/RAC) / CENTRE D’ACTIVITÉS 
RÉGIONALES PROGRAMME D’ACTIONS 
PRIORITAIRES (CAR/PAP)  

Me. Ivan Sekovski 
Programme Officer 
 
Tel: +385981832844 
E-mail: ivan.sekovski@paprac.org 
 
Mr. Marko Prem  
Deputy Director  
Tel: +38 5 2134 0475  
E-mail: marko.prem@paprac.org  
 

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTER FOR 
SPECIALLY PROTECTED AREAS 
(SPA/RAC) / 
CENTRE D’ACTIVITÉS RÉGIONALES 
POUR LES AIRES SPECIALEMENT 
PROTÉGÉES (CAR/ASP) 

Ms. Lobna Ben Nakhla  
Programme Officer - Species Conservation 
E-mail: lobna.bennakhla@spa-rac.org   
 
 

 

mailto:gaetano.leone@un.org
mailto:gaetano.leone@un.org
mailto:mohamad.kayyal@un.org
mailto:christos.ioakeimidis@un.org
mailto:jelena.knezevic@un.org
mailto:erol.cavus@un.org
mailto:arthur.pasquale@isprambiente.it
mailto:lobna.bennakhla@spa-rac.org


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annex II 
Agenda of the Meeting 



UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex II 

Page 1 
 

Agenda of the Meeting 
 

Agenda Item 1: Opening of the Meeting 
 
Agenda Item 2: Organizational Matters 
 
Agenda Item 3: Interrelation of Pressures Impacts of Marine Litter and the Status of Marine 

Ecosystem Components 
 
Agenda item 4:  Comparative Analysis IMAP and the European Commission New GES 

Decision 2017/848/EU for Marine Litter 
 
Agenda item 5:  Regional operational strategy for monitoring IMAP Candidate Indicator 24 
 
Agenda Item 6: Addendum to the MED POL Beach Marine Litter Item List and their Data 

Standards and Data Dictionaries to include Two New COVID-19 Related 
Items 

 
Agenda Item 7: Monitoring Guidelines/Protocols for Floating Microplastics Follow-up on SPI 

Recommendations from EU-funded EcAp MED II Project 
 
Agenda Item 8: EU-funded IMAP MPA, EcAp MED III and Marine Litter MED II Projects to 

Boost IMAP EO10 Implementation 
 
Agenda Item 9: Any Other Business 
 
Agenda Item 10: Conclusions and Recommendations  
 
Agenda Item 11:  Closure of the Meeting  
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annex III  
Conclusions and Recommendations 



UNEP/MED WG.490/8 
Annex III 

Page 1 
 
 

Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
 
On 30 March 2021, the Meeting of the Ecosystem Approach Correspondence Group on Marine Litter 
Monitoring (CORMON Marine Litter) was held by videoconference. The meeting was organized by 
UNEP/MAP Secretariat (MED POL Programme).  
 
The Secretariat presented an overview of the working documents of this meeting, including the 
interrelation of pressures, impacts of marine litter and the status of marine ecosystem components; 
comparative analysis between IMAP and the European Commission’s new GES Decision 
2017/848/EU for marine litter; the regional operational strategy for monitoring IMAP Candidate 
Indicator 24; the addendum to the MED POL list for beach marine litter items and their data standards 
and data dictionaries; and the updated guidelines for monitoring floating microplastics.  
 
Further to its deliberations, the following conclusions were reached by the Meeting: 

1. The Meeting reviewed and endorsed the working document “Interrelation of Pressures Impacts of 
Marine Litter and the Status of Marine Ecosystem Components” (UNEP/MED WG.490/3). The 
Meeting agreed to integrate the input and information included in this document into the broader 
work under preparation by the MED POL programme pertinent to integration/aggregation aspects 
of the Pollution-Marine Litter Cluster of IMAP. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to include 
in this work a more quantitative analysis providing a direct link between monitoring and measures 
focusing on the various sources generating marine litter. 

 
2. The Meeting reviewed and endorsed the working document “Comparative Analysis IMAP and the 

European Commission New GES Decision 2017/848/EU for Marine Litter” (UNEP/MED 
WG.490/4). The Meeting agreed to include a clear reference on the need to differentiate marine 
litter size classes (between meso- and macro-litter of 2.5 cm object length) during the official 
reporting under IMAP framework, as well as to introduce a target-oriented approach in the 
documents under preparation for the updated baseline and threshold values related to IMAP 
marine litter common indicators.  

 
3. The Meeting reviewed and endorsed the working document “Regional operational strategy for 

monitoring IMAP Candidate Indicator 24” (UNEP/MED WG.490/5). The Meeting highlighted the 
need to base the development of the future national monitoring programmes for Candidate 
Indicator 24 in the aforementioned Regional Operational Strategy. 

 
4. The Meeting reviewed and endorsed the working document “Addendum to the MED POL Beach 

Marine Litter Item List and their Data Standards and Data Dictionaries to include Two New 
COVID-19 Related Items” (UNEP/MED WG.490/6). The Meeting agreed to proceed with the 
integration of these two changes into the MED POL list for beach marine litter items including 
relevant IMAP Data Standards and Data Dictionaries further to revising the respective codes to 
G252 for single-use plastic gloves and G253 for single-use plastic masks. The use of the joint list 
of litter categories will be considered for future application. 

 
5. The Meeting reviewed and endorsed the working document “Monitoring Guidelines/Protocols for 

Floating Microplastics” (UNEP/MED WG.490/7). The Meeting agreed to submit the working 
document to the upcoming MED POL Focal Points Meeting in May 2021 without any further 
comment or revision. 
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